


Old Testament Seminary Manual 

Most prophetic books in the Old Testament focus primarily on the 
word of the Lord as revealed by the prophets but not on the lives of 
the prophets themselves. The book of Jeremiah is an exception. In 
addition to including Jeremiah’s prophecies, the book contains 
biographical information about Jeremiah and insights into the 
emotional and mental anguish he sometimes experienced as he 
ministered in the midst of so much opposition (see Jeremiah 8:18–
9:2; 15:15–18; 20:7–9; 26; 32; 37–38).
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Jeremiah was born into a family of priests and preached to the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah for approximately 40 years, seeking to 
“stem … the tide of idolatry and immorality” (Bible Dictionary, 
“Jeremiah”). Jeremiah began his ministry in 626 B.C., the thirteenth 
year of the reign of King Josiah (see Jeremiah 1:1–2), and continued 
to preach until after the downfall of Jerusalem in approximately 586 
B.C. (see Bible Dictionary, “Jeremiah”). His preaching overlapped 
with the ministries of other prophets, including Lehi (see 1 Nephi 
1:4, 18–20), Zephaniah (see Zephaniah 1:1), and Urijah (see 
Jeremiah 26:20–24). Some of Jeremiah’s words were recorded 
before the destruction of Jerusalem (see Jeremiah 36:32).
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“After the fall of Jerusalem [around 586 B.C.], the Jews who escaped 
into Egypt took Jeremiah with them (Jer. 43:5–6), where, according 
to tradition, they stoned him to death” (Guide to the Scriptures, 
“Jeremiah”; scriptures.lds.org).



Jeremiah 1
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



Jeroboam I (931–909  B.C.). see 1 Kings 
12:25–14:20. Introduced worship of idols. 
Corrupted the priestly o!ces for his new 
religion. The curse of idolatry remained with 
the Northern Kingdom until its fall (see 2 
Kings 17:21–22).

Before Solomon’s death, Ahijah, the prophet 
from Shiloh, prophesied the coming division 
of the kingdom, stating that the Lord would 
give ten of the tribes to Jeroboam to rule 
over (see 1 Kings 11:28–40). Later, when 
Jeroboam became king, Ahijah prophesied 
that the king’s house would become extinct 
because Jeroboam encouraged idolatry (see 
1 Kings 14:6–16).

Nadab (909–908  B.C.). see 1 
Kings 15:25–31. Son of 
Jeroboam I. Assassinated by 
Baasha in a military revolt 
during an engagement with the 
Philistines.

Baasha (908–886  B.C.). see 1 Kings 15:32–16:7. 
Executed all the descendants of Jeroboam. 
Defeated by Asa, king of Judah, and by the Syrians.

Rehoboam (931–913  B.C.). see 1 
Kings 12:1–24; 14:21–31; 2 Chronicles 
9:31–12:16. Permitted idolatrous 
practices to be established in the land. 
Was defeated by Shishak (Sheshonk I of 
the Twenty-second Dynasty of the 
Pharaohs of Egypt), who pillaged the 
temple and palaces of Judah. Fought 
with Israel throughout his reign.

Abijam/Abijah (913–910  B.C.). see 1 Kings 
15:1–8; 2 Chronicles 13:1–22. Son of Rehoboam. 
Warred against Israel. Defeated a number of 
cities of the Northern Kingdom and brought 
them under the control of Judah.

Asa (911–869  B.C.). see 1 Kings 15:9–24; 2 Chronicles 14:1–16:14. Son of 
Abijam. Began religious reform in the nation with the encouragement of 
Ahijah the prophet. Destroyed the idols of the people of Judah and 
banned idolatrous worship. Was attacked by Baasha of Israel but 
defeated him. Withstood the attack of an Ethiopian force. Allied with 
Syria late in his reign against further attacks from Israel. Because of his 
sickness, three years before his death he appointed his son Jehoshaphat 
to reign jointly with him.

Jehoshaphat (870–848  B.C.). see 1 Kings 
22:41–50; 2 Chronicles 17:1–20:37. Son of Asa. 
Ruled jointly with his father for three years before 
becoming king. Strengthened military forti"ca-
tions in the kingdom and promoted further 
religious reform. Established instructional 
programs directed by the priesthood. Received 
tribute from the Philistines and Arabians as a 
guarantee of peace because of Judah’s great 
military presence as a nation. Joined in an alliance 
with King Ahab of Israel against the Syrians. King 
Ahab was killed in the war, but the Syrians were 
defeated. The marriage of Jehoshaphat’s son 
Jehoram to Ahab’s daughter Athaliah promoted 
idolatrous worship and eventually threatened the 
continuation of David’s line on the throne of Judah. 
Established a system of religious and civil courts. 
Miraculously withstood an attack from the 
Ammonites and their allies. Continued the alliance 
with Israel in an attempt to jointly establish ships 
for trade, but the venture failed.

 Omri (885–874  B.C.). see 1 
Kings 16:23–28. Moved the 
capital to Samaria. 
Conquered the land of Moab 
and placed it under tribute.

Ahab (874–853  B.C.). see 1 Kings 16:29–22:40. Son of 
Omri. Married the Zidonian princess Jezebel and 
worshiped the idols of pagan neighbors. Joined as an 
ally with Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, against the 
Syrians. Rejected the prophet Elijah. (During Ahab’s 
reign Elijah had the contest with the priests of Baal.) 
Finally entered an alliance with Syria against the 
invading Assyrians. Returned in league with Judah to 
"ght Syria, who had rebelled against Israel. Was killed 
just as the battle was lost.

Elah (886–885  B.C.). see 1 Kings 16:8–14. Son of 
Baasha. Assassinated by Zimri, one of his high 
military o!cers, who assumed the throne.

 Zimri (885  B.C.). see 1 Kings 16:15–20. Ruled only 
seven days. Executed all the descendants of Baasha. 
Besieged by Omri, chief o!cer of the military. 
Committed suicide to avoid being captured alive.

Tibni (885  B.C.). see 1 Kings 16:21–22. Led part of 
the people against Omri. Was defeated by Omri, 
who gained control of the entire Northern 
Kingdom.
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Ahaziah (853–852  B.C.). see 1 Kings 22:51through 
2 Kings 1:18. Son of Ahab. Opposed the revolt of 
Moab against Israel. Injured in a fall at the palace 
and sought blessing and direction of idol god.

Joram/Jehoram (852–841  B.C.). 
see 2 Kings 3:1–8:15. Brother of 
Ahaziah. Forbade the worship of 
foreign gods but retained the idol 
worship instituted by Jeroboam. 
Joined in an alliance with Judah 
against Moab. Successfully held o# 
Syrian attacks on the people of 
Israel. Was killed by Jehu in a 
bloody purge of the Omri dynasty.

Jehu (841–814  B.C.). see 2 Kings 9:1–10:36. Anointed king 
over Israel by a young prophet who acted under the direction 
of Elisha. Killed King Joram and mortally wounded King 
Ahaziah of Judah, Israel’s ally. Destroyed the descendants of 
Ahab and the remnants of foreign idol worship. Since there is 
no record of his violent death, it is assumed he was one of the 
few to die of natural causes.

Jehoash (798–782  B.C.). see 2 Kings 
13:10–25. Son of Jehoahaz. Continued 
paying tribute to Syria. Freed Israel from 
tributary status and defeated the 
Syrians three times when a change of 
leadership in Syria and conquest there 
by the Assyrians brought war again 
between Syria and Israel.

Jeroboam II (792–753  B.C.). see 2 Kings 
14:23–29. Son of Jehoash. Maintained Israel’s 
independence from Syrian control. Took part of the 
kingdom of Judah.

Jehoram (848–841  B.C.). see 2 Kings 
8:16–24; 2 Chronicles 21. Firstborn of 
Jehoshaphat. Became king and ruled 
jointly during his father’s last years as 
king. Killed his brothers to obtain 
their wealth and secure the throne 
after he became the sole ruler. 
Allowed his idolatrous wife to 
promote the evil religious practices of 
Israel in Judah. Withstood a rebellion 
by the Edomites, who had been a 
tributary state since the days of David 
and Solomon. Prevented an Edomite 
attack on Judah but could not regain 
control of Edom. Attacked by the 
Philistines and Arabians, who sacked 
the capital and destroyed the king’s 
house and family. His people refused 
him a royal burial.

Ahaziah (841  B.C.). see 2 Kings 8:25–29; 9:27–29; 2 
Chronicles 22:1–9. Son of Jehoram. In$uenced by his 
mother, Athaliah, daughter of Ahab of Israel, to follow the 
idol worship of the north. Allied with Jehoram, his cousin, 
the king of Israel, against the Syrians. Visited Jehoram of 
Israel at his palace in Samaria when Jehoram was wounded 
in the war with Syria. Killed while in Samaria during the 
coup executed by Jehu, a military leader in Israel who had 
been anointed king by Elisha the prophet. Jehoram of 
Israel was assassinated in the same coup.

Joash/Jehoash (835–796  B.C.). see 2 Kings 12; 2 
Chronicles 24. Son of Ahaziah. Supported the 
priesthood and renewed the worship of Jehovah. 
Repaired the temple. Turned to idolatrous worship 
after the death of the leading priest, who had saved 
his life and his throne. Murdered his cousin 
Zechariah, who was a prophet raised up by God to 
call the people to repentance (see 2 Chronicles 
22:10–11; 24:20–21). Was severely wounded in an 
attack on Judah by the Syrians. Gave tribute from 
the treasures and sacred furnishings of the temple 
to the Syrians to secure the safety of his people. Was 
assassinated by his own servants for his wicked 
deeds, especially those against the priestly family 
that had preserved his life.

Athaliah (841–835  B.C.). see 2 Kings 11; 2 Chronicles 
22:10–23:21. Mother of Ahaziah and daughter of Ahab of 
Israel. Sought to establish the house of Ahab (of the 
Northern Kingdom) on the throne of Judah. Ordered her 
own grandchildren killed to seize the throne for herself. A 
righteous priest rescued the youngest heir, however, and hid 
him in the temple. After a number of years this religious 
leader organized a revolt. Queen Athaliah was put to death, 
and her grandson Joash was upheld as king of Judah.

Amaziah (796–767  B.C.). see 2 Kings 14:1–22; 2 
Chronicles 25. Son of Joash. Prepared his people and 
led them victoriously against their long-time enemies, 
the Edomites, who had been weakened by Assyrian 
attacks. Reestablished the worship of idols among the 
people of Judah. Challenged the kingdom of Israel for 
power and was defeated. As had been prophesied, 
Jerusalem’s walls were partially destroyed and the 
temple ransacked. Because of that destruction, an 
insurrection arose against Amaziah. Fled to Lachish for 
safety but was discovered and put to death.

Jehoahaz (814–798  B.C.). see 2 Kings 
13:1–9. Son of Jehu. Surrendered the 
kingdom of Israel to the Syrian 
conquerors and paid tribute to them. 
Saw much of the nation’s military 
power destroyed.

Zachariah (753  B.C.). see 2 Kings 15:8–12. 
Son of Jeroboam II. Was the last king of the 
lengthy dynasty of Jehu . Assassinated by his 
successor after only six months on the throne.

Shallum (752  B.C.). see 2 Kings 15:13–15. 
Assassinated by Menahem, his successor, after 
only one month as king.

Hoshea (732–722  B.C.). see 2 Kings 17:1–23. 
Surrendered to the Assyrians and agreed to pay 
heavy tribute. Sought the aid of Egypt against the 
Assyrians to relieve the heavy burden. This intrigue 
resulted in a three year siege of the Northern 
Kingdom and the collapse of Israel. The Assyrians 
sent into exile most of the people of Israel.

Pekah (740–732  B.C.). see 2 Kings 15:27–31. 
Formed an alliance with Syria against Assyria. 
Threatened and, with Syria, "nally attacked Judah 
but with limited success. Attacked by the Assyrians. 
Lost all of Galilee, whose inhabitants were exiled to 
Assyria. Was assassinated by Hoshea, his successor.

Menahem (752–742  B.C.). see 2 Kings 
15:16–22. Brutally murdered the 
pregnant women in the cities that 
refused to support him as king. 
Controlled by the Assyrians under Pul 
(Tiglath-pileser IV), who placed Israel 
under heavy tribute.

Azariah/Uzziah (767–740  B.C.). see 2 Kings 15:1–7; 2 
Chronicles 26. Son of Amaziah. Became king at the age of 
sixteen and reigned for a total of "fty-two years, jointly 
occupying the throne with his father for over twenty years. 
Strengthened the nation of Judah. Sought to obey God in his 
early years but could not purge the land of idolatry. 
Destroyed the Philistine strongholds and controlled the 
Philistines and the Arabians. Received tribute from the 
country of Ammon, which recognized Judah’s strength. Built 
up the defenses of Jerusalem and established a large military 
force. Unlawfully entered the sanctuary of the temple to 
o!ciate in priestly rites and was a%icted of the Lord with 
leprosy for his presumptuous act. Lived in isolation until his 
death. Ruled jointly with his son Jotham for the last ten years 
of his life.

Ahaz (732–715  B.C.). see 2 Kings 16; 2 Chronicles 28. 
Son of Jotham. Ruled jointly with his father for four 
years. Encouraged Judah to engage in idolatrous 
worship after the death of his father. Even o#ered 
human sacri"ce by burning his own children. Warned 
by the prophet Isaiah of the consequences of doing 
this evil deed, but refused to follow Isaiah’s counsel. 
Defeated by the alliance of Israel under King Pekah 
and Syria. Thousands of his people were taken captive 
into the Northern Kingdom, though they were later 
released at the request of the prophet Oded. Attacked 
by the Edomites and Philistines, who gained control of 
some villages. Finally sought aid from Assyria. Became 
an Assyrian vassal, paying high tribute. Sacri"ced to 
the Assyrian gods, desecrated the temple in Jerusalem, 
and gave of its sacred treasures to the Assyrians. 
Established places of idol worship throughout Judah. 
Was refused a royal burial by the people at the time of 
his death.

Hezekiah (715–686  B.C.). see 2 Kings 18:1–20:21; 2 
Chronicles 29:1–32:33. Instituted religious reforms and 
restored the temple to the worship of Jehovah. 
Destroyed the brazen serpent Moses had made because 
the people misused it as an object to be worshiped. 
Besieged in the fourteenth year of his reign by the 
Assyrian emperor Sennacherib, the successor of Sargon 
II. Repaired Jerusalem’s defenses and constructed a 
water tunnel for the security of the city. Sought help 
from the Lord on this occasion, and Judah was 
miraculously delivered from the invading Assyrians as 
Isaiah had predicted. Became very sick, but his pleading 
with the Lord brought him a blessing through Isaiah that 
lengthened his days of kingship. Ruled in goodness until 
his death.

Jotham (740–732  B.C.). see 2 Kings 
15:32–38; 2 Chronicles 27. Son of 
Azariah. Continued to strengthen the 
forti"cations of Jerusalem and the cities 
of Judah. Constructed an addition to the 
temple complex. Put down a rebellion of 
the Ammonites when they attempted to 
free themselves from being a tribute 
state. Ruled in righteousness all his days, 
but idolatry continued among the 
people.

Pekahiah (742–740  B.C.). see 2 Kings 15:23–26. 
Son of Menahem. Was assassinated by Pekah, a 
military leader. About this time Isaiah began his 
ministry in the kingdom of Judah, although much 
of what he said was directed at Israel as well.

 Manasseh (686–642  B.C.). see 2 Kings 21:1–18; 2 Chronicles 33:1–20. Son of Hezekiah. Ruled 
jointly with his father for eleven years because of his father’s illness and to prepare himself to 
govern the people. Continued Judah’s tributary status with Assyria. Rebuilt all the idolatrous 
places his father had destroyed. Placed idols in the temple in Jerusalem and o#ered his 
children in human sacri"ce. Was responsible for the shedding of much innocent blood.

Numerous prophets labored with this wicked king to no avail, and he killed several of them. 
Tradition says he martyred Isaiah. The Assyrians took Manasseh hostage for a time. Upon his 
return he restored the temple and repaired the city walls.

Amon (642–640  B.C.). see 2 
Kings 21:19–26; 2 Chronicles 
33:21–24. Son of Manasseh. 
Turned to all the wicked 
practices of his father and was 
assassinated by his own 
servants

 Josiah (640–609  B.C.). see 2 Kings 22–23:30; 2 Chronicles 33:25–35:27. Son of 
Amon. Was upheld by the people as king at the age of eight years. Turned his 
heart continually to the Lord as he grew. Purged the land of idolatrous practices 
and sanctuaries. Renovated and restored the temple. Discovered sacred records in 
the temple during its renovation. Established religious reform and administered 
by covenant to the people.

Although outward changes came to the kingdom, it was prophesied that Judah 
would be spared until after Josiah’s day. Assyria fell to Babylonia, and Judah was 
freed from tribute. The Egyptians, however, were allied with Babylonia and 
marched through Judah to assist with the conquest. Josiah attempted to stop the 
Egyptians but was defeated in the process and died of wounds received in the 
battle at Megiddo. Judah then became a vassal of Egypt.

Zephaniah, and probably Nahum, prophesied during the early years of Josiah’s 
reign. Lehi was living in the land of Jerusalem about that time. Jeremiah’s ministry 
began in the thirteenth year of Josiah’s reign (see Jeremiah 1:1–2), and Habakkuk 
seems to have prophesied shortly after Josiah’s reign ended.

Jehoahaz (609  B.C.). see 2 Kings 23:31–33; 2 Chronicles 36:1–4. Son of 
Josiah. Reigned only three months. Removed from o!ce and exiled to 
Egypt where he later died. His half brother was made the new ruler.

Jehoiachin (597  B.C.). see 2 Kings 24:8–17; 2 Chronicles 36:9–10. Son of 
Eliakim/Jehoiakim. Continued to resist the Babylonians but surrendered 
within months of his ascension. Went to Babylon as a hostage together 
with political and religious leaders, skilled craftsmen, and educated 
people, as well as the treasure of the temple. Among those exiled were 
many of the Levites. Ezekiel was a part of this group. This was the "rst 
major deportation of Judah into Babylon.

Zedekiah/Mattaniah (597–587  B.C.). see 2 
Kings 24:18through 25:26; 2 Chronicles 36:11–21. 
Brother of Jehoahaz and half brother of 
Eliakim/Jehoiakim. Established as king by the 
Babylonians, who changed his name to Zedekiah. 
Showed loyalty at "rst to Babylonia, but later 
rebelled at the encouragement of those who 
preferred an alliance with Egypt. Nebuchadnez-
zar "nally sent his forces against Judah, 
destroying the temples, palaces, and city proper 
of Jerusalem. Most of the people were then 
exiled to Babylon, and the kingdom of Judah 
became only a memory. During the "rst year of 
Zedekiah’s reign Lehi prophesied and was then 
told to $ee from Jerusalem (see 1 Nephi 1:4, 2:2). 
During the terrible times at the end of his reign, 
Zedekiah imprisoned Jeremiah for prophesying 
of the impending destruction of Judah.

Eliakim/Jehoiakim (609–597  B.C.). see 2 Kings 23:34–24:7; 2 
Chronicles 36:5–8. Son of Josiah. Chosen by the Egyptians to replace his 
half brother as king. Was forced to change his name to Jehoiakim and 
pay tribute to Egypt. Taxed the people very heavily to ful"ll this 
obligation. Was attacked by the Syrians, Moabites, and Ammonites. Was 
as wicked as Manasseh, his great-grandfather, and was responsible for 
the shedding of much innocent blood. Became a vassal of Nebuchadnez-
zar in 605  B.C. when the Babylonians defeated the Egyptians. Gave the 
vessels from the temple as tribute to the conquering Babylonians, and 
sent a group of royal and noble families as exiles to the master nation. 
(Daniel was among that group.) Rebelled against Babylonia after three 
years of vassalage, and was taken captive by the Babylonians. Apparently 
killed while on his way to Babylon (see reading block 19-16).
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CHAPTER 1
Jeremiah was foreordained to be a 
prophet unto the nations—He is called as 
a mortal to declare the word of the Lord.

THE words of Jeremiah the son 
of Hilkiah, of the priests that 
were in a  Anathoth in the land 

of Benjamin:
2 To whom the word of the LORD 

came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon king of Judah, in the thir-
teenth a  year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the a  carrying 
away of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month.
4 Then the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying,
5 Before I a formed thee in the belly 

I b  knew thee; and before thou cam-
est forth out of the womb I c  sanc-
tified thee, and I d  ordained thee a 
prophet unto the e  nations.
6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! be-

hold, I cannot a  speak: for I am a 
b  child.
7 ¶ But the LORD said unto me, 

Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall a  send thee, and 

whatsoever I b  command thee thou 
shalt c  speak.
8 Be not a  afraid of their faces: for 

I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth his 

hand, and touched my a mouth. And 
the LORD said unto me, Behold, I 
have put my b  words in thy c  mouth.
10 See, I have this day a set thee over 

the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to b  pull down, and 
to destroy, and to c  throw down, to 
d  build, and to plant.
11 ¶ Moreover the word of the LORD 

came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what a  seest thou? And I said, I see 
a rod of an almond tree.
12 Then said the LORD unto me, 

Thou hast well seen: for I will has-
ten my word to perform it.
13 And the word of the LORD came 

unto me the second time, saying, 
What seest thou? And I said, I see a 
a  seething b  pot; and the face thereof 
is toward the north.
14 Then the LORD said unto me, 

Out of the a north an evil shall break 
forth upon all the inhabitants of 
the land.
15 For, lo, I will call all the families 

of the kingdoms of the north, saith 
the LORD; and they shall come, and 

1 1 a Jer. 29:27.
 2 a Jer. 25:3; 36:2.
 3 a Jer. 52:15.
 5 a Isa. 44:2 (2, 24); 49:5.  

TG Man, Antemortal 
Existence of.

  b TG God, Foreknowl- 
edge of.

  c TG Birth Control;  
Sanctification.

  d TG Called of God;  
Foreordination;  
Priesthood, Keys of;  
Priesthood, Ordination.

  e Jer. 25:15 (15–29); 46:1.

 6 a Ex. 4:10;  
D&C 60:2 (2–3);  
Moses 6:31 (31–34).

  b HEB youth (also v. 7).
 7 a TG Priesthood, 

Magnifying Callings 
within.

  b Matt. 28:20;  
1 Ne. 3:7.

  c TG Prophets, Mission of;  
Teaching with the 
Spirit.

 8 a Isa. 51:12 (12–13);  
Ezek. 2:6;  
Matt. 10:28;  

D&C 3:1 (1–5).
 9 a Isa. 6:7.
  b TG Prophecy.
  c Ex. 4:12 (12–16).
 10 a TG Delegation of 

Responsibility.
  b Jer. 18:7.
  c Jer. 45:4.
  d TG Prophets, Mission of.
 11 a TG Vision.
 13 a OR boiling.
  b Ezek. 24:3 (3–5).
 14 a Jer. 4:6; 6:1; 10:22;  

Ezek. 26:7.
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they shall set every one his throne 
at the entering of the a  gates of Je-
rusalem, and against all the walls 
thereof round about, and against 
all the cities of Judah.
16 And I will utter my judgments 

against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have a  forsaken 
me, and have burned incense unto 
other b  gods, and worshipped the 
works of their own hands.
17 ¶ Thou therefore gird up thy 

loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee: be 
not dismayed at their faces, lest I 
confound thee before them.
18 For, behold, I have made thee 

this day a defenced city, and an iron 
pillar, and brasen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Ju-
dah, against the a  princes thereof, 
against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land.
19 And they shall a  fight against 

thee; but they shall not b  prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, 
saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

CHAPTER 2
The people of Judah forsook the Lord, 
the fountain of living waters—They wor-
shipped idols and rejected the prophets.
MOREOVER the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying,
2 Go and cry in the ears of Jeru-

salem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; 
I remember thee, the kindness of 
thy youth, the love of thine espous-
als, a  when thou wentest after me in 
the wilderness, in a land that was 
not sown.
3 Israel was a  holiness unto the 

LORD, and the firstfruits of his in-
crease: all that devour him shall 
offend; evil shall come upon them, 
saith the LORD.
4 Hear ye the word of the LORD, O 

house of Jacob, and all the families 
of the house of Israel:
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD, What 

iniquity have your fathers found 
in me, that they are gone far from 
me, and have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain?
6 Neither said they, Where is the 

LORD that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, that a  led us through 
the wilderness, through a land of 
deserts and of pits, through a land of 
drought, and of the shadow of death, 
through a land that no man passed 
through, and where no man dwelt?
7 And I brought you into a plenti-

ful country, to eat the fruit thereof 
and the goodness thereof; but when 
ye entered, ye a  defiled my b  land, 
and made mine heritage an abomi-
nation.
8 The priests said not, Where is 

the LORD? and they that handle the 
law knew me not: the a  pastors also 
transgressed against me, and the  
b  prophets prophesied by Baal, and 
walked after things that do not profit.
9 ¶ Wherefore I will yet plead with 

you, saith the LORD, and with your 
children’s children will I plead.
10 For pass a  over the isles of Chit-

tim, and see; and send unto Kedar, 
and consider diligently, and see if 
there be such a thing.
11 Hath a nation changed their 

a  gods, which are yet no gods? but 
my people have changed their glory 
for that which doth not profit.
12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at 

this, and be horribly afraid, be ye 
very desolate, saith the LORD.
13 For my people have committed 

two a  evils; they have forsaken me 
the fountain of b  living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.
14 ¶ Is Israel a a  servant? is he a 

homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?

 15 a Jer. 39:3.
 16 a Jer. 19:4.
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 19 a TG Prophets, Rejec- 
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CHAPTER 1
Jeremiah was foreordained to be a 
prophet unto the nations—He is called as 
a mortal to declare the word of the Lord.

THE words of Jeremiah the son 
of Hilkiah, of the priests that 
were in a  Anathoth in the land 

of Benjamin:
2 To whom the word of the LORD 

came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon king of Judah, in the thir-
teenth a  year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the a  carrying 
away of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month.
4 Then the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying,
5 Before I a formed thee in the belly 

I b  knew thee; and before thou cam-
est forth out of the womb I c  sanc-
tified thee, and I d  ordained thee a 
prophet unto the e  nations.
6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! be-

hold, I cannot a  speak: for I am a 
b  child.
7 ¶ But the LORD said unto me, 

Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall a  send thee, and 

whatsoever I b  command thee thou 
shalt c  speak.
8 Be not a  afraid of their faces: for 

I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth his 

hand, and touched my a mouth. And 
the LORD said unto me, Behold, I 
have put my b  words in thy c  mouth.
10 See, I have this day a set thee over 

the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to b  pull down, and 
to destroy, and to c  throw down, to 
d  build, and to plant.
11 ¶ Moreover the word of the LORD 

came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what a  seest thou? And I said, I see 
a rod of an almond tree.
12 Then said the LORD unto me, 

Thou hast well seen: for I will has-
ten my word to perform it.
13 And the word of the LORD came 

unto me the second time, saying, 
What seest thou? And I said, I see a 
a  seething b  pot; and the face thereof 
is toward the north.
14 Then the LORD said unto me, 

Out of the a north an evil shall break 
forth upon all the inhabitants of 
the land.
15 For, lo, I will call all the families 

of the kingdoms of the north, saith 
the LORD; and they shall come, and 
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Foreordination 

“The doctrine of foreordination applies to all members of the 
Church, not just to the Savior and His prophets. Before the creation 
of the earth, faithful women were given certain responsibilities and 
faithful men were foreordained to certain priesthood duties. 
Although you do not remember that time, you surely agreed to 
ful!ll signi!cant tasks in the service of your Father. As you prove 
yourself worthy, you will be given opportunities to ful!ll the 
assignments you then received” (True to the Faith: A Gospel 
Reference [2004], 70).



CHAPTER 1
Jeremiah was foreordained to be a 
prophet unto the nations—He is called as 
a mortal to declare the word of the Lord.

THE words of Jeremiah the son 
of Hilkiah, of the priests that 
were in a  Anathoth in the land 

of Benjamin:
2 To whom the word of the LORD 

came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon king of Judah, in the thir-
teenth a  year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the a  carrying 
away of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month.
4 Then the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying,
5 Before I a formed thee in the belly 

I b  knew thee; and before thou cam-
est forth out of the womb I c  sanc-
tified thee, and I d  ordained thee a 
prophet unto the e  nations.
6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! be-

hold, I cannot a  speak: for I am a 
b  child.
7 ¶ But the LORD said unto me, 

Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall a  send thee, and 

whatsoever I b  command thee thou 
shalt c  speak.
8 Be not a  afraid of their faces: for 

I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth his 

hand, and touched my a mouth. And 
the LORD said unto me, Behold, I 
have put my b  words in thy c  mouth.
10 See, I have this day a set thee over 

the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to b  pull down, and 
to destroy, and to c  throw down, to 
d  build, and to plant.
11 ¶ Moreover the word of the LORD 

came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what a  seest thou? And I said, I see 
a rod of an almond tree.
12 Then said the LORD unto me, 

Thou hast well seen: for I will has-
ten my word to perform it.
13 And the word of the LORD came 

unto me the second time, saying, 
What seest thou? And I said, I see a 
a  seething b  pot; and the face thereof 
is toward the north.
14 Then the LORD said unto me, 

Out of the a north an evil shall break 
forth upon all the inhabitants of 
the land.
15 For, lo, I will call all the families 

of the kingdoms of the north, saith 
the LORD; and they shall come, and 
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CHAPTER 1
Jeremiah was foreordained to be a 
prophet unto the nations—He is called as 
a mortal to declare the word of the Lord.

THE words of Jeremiah the son 
of Hilkiah, of the priests that 
were in a  Anathoth in the land 

of Benjamin:
2 To whom the word of the LORD 

came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon king of Judah, in the thir-
teenth a  year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the a  carrying 
away of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month.
4 Then the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying,
5 Before I a formed thee in the belly 

I b  knew thee; and before thou cam-
est forth out of the womb I c  sanc-
tified thee, and I d  ordained thee a 
prophet unto the e  nations.
6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! be-

hold, I cannot a  speak: for I am a 
b  child.
7 ¶ But the LORD said unto me, 

Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall a  send thee, and 

whatsoever I b  command thee thou 
shalt c  speak.
8 Be not a  afraid of their faces: for 

I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth his 

hand, and touched my a mouth. And 
the LORD said unto me, Behold, I 
have put my b  words in thy c  mouth.
10 See, I have this day a set thee over 

the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to b  pull down, and 
to destroy, and to c  throw down, to 
d  build, and to plant.
11 ¶ Moreover the word of the LORD 

came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what a  seest thou? And I said, I see 
a rod of an almond tree.
12 Then said the LORD unto me, 

Thou hast well seen: for I will has-
ten my word to perform it.
13 And the word of the LORD came 

unto me the second time, saying, 
What seest thou? And I said, I see a 
a  seething b  pot; and the face thereof 
is toward the north.
14 Then the LORD said unto me, 

Out of the a north an evil shall break 
forth upon all the inhabitants of 
the land.
15 For, lo, I will call all the families 

of the kingdoms of the north, saith 
the LORD; and they shall come, and 
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CHAPTER 1
Jeremiah was foreordained to be a 
prophet unto the nations—He is called as 
a mortal to declare the word of the Lord.

THE words of Jeremiah the son 
of Hilkiah, of the priests that 
were in a  Anathoth in the land 

of Benjamin:
2 To whom the word of the LORD 

came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon king of Judah, in the thir-
teenth a  year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the a  carrying 
away of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month.
4 Then the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying,
5 Before I a formed thee in the belly 

I b  knew thee; and before thou cam-
est forth out of the womb I c  sanc-
tified thee, and I d  ordained thee a 
prophet unto the e  nations.
6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! be-

hold, I cannot a  speak: for I am a 
b  child.
7 ¶ But the LORD said unto me, 

Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall a  send thee, and 

whatsoever I b  command thee thou 
shalt c  speak.
8 Be not a  afraid of their faces: for 

I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth his 

hand, and touched my a mouth. And 
the LORD said unto me, Behold, I 
have put my b  words in thy c  mouth.
10 See, I have this day a set thee over 

the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to b  pull down, and 
to destroy, and to c  throw down, to 
d  build, and to plant.
11 ¶ Moreover the word of the LORD 

came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what a  seest thou? And I said, I see 
a rod of an almond tree.
12 Then said the LORD unto me, 

Thou hast well seen: for I will has-
ten my word to perform it.
13 And the word of the LORD came 

unto me the second time, saying, 
What seest thou? And I said, I see a 
a  seething b  pot; and the face thereof 
is toward the north.
14 Then the LORD said unto me, 

Out of the a north an evil shall break 
forth upon all the inhabitants of 
the land.
15 For, lo, I will call all the families 

of the kingdoms of the north, saith 
the LORD; and they shall come, and 
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they shall set every one his throne 
at the entering of the a  gates of Je-
rusalem, and against all the walls 
thereof round about, and against 
all the cities of Judah.
16 And I will utter my judgments 

against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have a  forsaken 
me, and have burned incense unto 
other b  gods, and worshipped the 
works of their own hands.
17 ¶ Thou therefore gird up thy 

loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee: be 
not dismayed at their faces, lest I 
confound thee before them.
18 For, behold, I have made thee 

this day a defenced city, and an iron 
pillar, and brasen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Ju-
dah, against the a  princes thereof, 
against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land.
19 And they shall a  fight against 

thee; but they shall not b  prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, 
saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

CHAPTER 2
The people of Judah forsook the Lord, 
the fountain of living waters—They wor-
shipped idols and rejected the prophets.
MOREOVER the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying,
2 Go and cry in the ears of Jeru-

salem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; 
I remember thee, the kindness of 
thy youth, the love of thine espous-
als, a  when thou wentest after me in 
the wilderness, in a land that was 
not sown.
3 Israel was a  holiness unto the 

LORD, and the firstfruits of his in-
crease: all that devour him shall 
offend; evil shall come upon them, 
saith the LORD.
4 Hear ye the word of the LORD, O 

house of Jacob, and all the families 
of the house of Israel:
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD, What 

iniquity have your fathers found 
in me, that they are gone far from 
me, and have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain?
6 Neither said they, Where is the 

LORD that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, that a  led us through 
the wilderness, through a land of 
deserts and of pits, through a land of 
drought, and of the shadow of death, 
through a land that no man passed 
through, and where no man dwelt?
7 And I brought you into a plenti-

ful country, to eat the fruit thereof 
and the goodness thereof; but when 
ye entered, ye a  defiled my b  land, 
and made mine heritage an abomi-
nation.
8 The priests said not, Where is 

the LORD? and they that handle the 
law knew me not: the a  pastors also 
transgressed against me, and the  
b  prophets prophesied by Baal, and 
walked after things that do not profit.
9 ¶ Wherefore I will yet plead with 

you, saith the LORD, and with your 
children’s children will I plead.
10 For pass a  over the isles of Chit-

tim, and see; and send unto Kedar, 
and consider diligently, and see if 
there be such a thing.
11 Hath a nation changed their 

a  gods, which are yet no gods? but 
my people have changed their glory 
for that which doth not profit.
12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at 

this, and be horribly afraid, be ye 
very desolate, saith the LORD.
13 For my people have committed 

two a  evils; they have forsaken me 
the fountain of b  living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.
14 ¶ Is Israel a a  servant? is he a 

homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?
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CHAPTER 1
Jeremiah was foreordained to be a 
prophet unto the nations—He is called as 
a mortal to declare the word of the Lord.

THE words of Jeremiah the son 
of Hilkiah, of the priests that 
were in a  Anathoth in the land 

of Benjamin:
2 To whom the word of the LORD 

came in the days of Josiah the son 
of Amon king of Judah, in the thir-
teenth a  year of his reign.
3 It came also in the days of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah king of 
Judah, unto the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, unto the a  carrying 
away of Jerusalem captive in the 
fifth month.
4 Then the word of the LORD came 

unto me, saying,
5 Before I a formed thee in the belly 

I b  knew thee; and before thou cam-
est forth out of the womb I c  sanc-
tified thee, and I d  ordained thee a 
prophet unto the e  nations.
6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! be-

hold, I cannot a  speak: for I am a 
b  child.
7 ¶ But the LORD said unto me, 

Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt 
go to all that I shall a  send thee, and 

whatsoever I b  command thee thou 
shalt c  speak.
8 Be not a  afraid of their faces: for 

I am with thee to deliver thee, saith 
the LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth his 

hand, and touched my a mouth. And 
the LORD said unto me, Behold, I 
have put my b  words in thy c  mouth.
10 See, I have this day a set thee over 

the nations and over the kingdoms, 
to root out, and to b  pull down, and 
to destroy, and to c  throw down, to 
d  build, and to plant.
11 ¶ Moreover the word of the LORD 

came unto me, saying, Jeremiah, 
what a  seest thou? And I said, I see 
a rod of an almond tree.
12 Then said the LORD unto me, 

Thou hast well seen: for I will has-
ten my word to perform it.
13 And the word of the LORD came 

unto me the second time, saying, 
What seest thou? And I said, I see a 
a  seething b  pot; and the face thereof 
is toward the north.
14 Then the LORD said unto me, 

Out of the a north an evil shall break 
forth upon all the inhabitants of 
the land.
15 For, lo, I will call all the families 

of the kingdoms of the north, saith 
the LORD; and they shall come, and 
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 9 a Isa. 6:7.
  b TG Prophecy.
  c Ex. 4:12 (12–16).
 10 a TG Delegation of 

Responsibility.
  b Jer. 18:7.
  c Jer. 45:4.
  d TG Prophets, Mission of.
 11 a TG Vision.
 13 a OR boiling.
  b Ezek. 24:3 (3–5).
 14 a Jer. 4:6; 6:1; 10:22;  

Ezek. 26:7.
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they shall set every one his throne 
at the entering of the a  gates of Je-
rusalem, and against all the walls 
thereof round about, and against 
all the cities of Judah.
16 And I will utter my judgments 

against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have a  forsaken 
me, and have burned incense unto 
other b  gods, and worshipped the 
works of their own hands.
17 ¶ Thou therefore gird up thy 

loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee: be 
not dismayed at their faces, lest I 
confound thee before them.
18 For, behold, I have made thee 

this day a defenced city, and an iron 
pillar, and brasen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Ju-
dah, against the a  princes thereof, 
against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land.
19 And they shall a  fight against 

thee; but they shall not b  prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, 
saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

CHAPTER 2
The people of Judah forsook the Lord, 
the fountain of living waters—They wor-
shipped idols and rejected the prophets.
MOREOVER the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying,
2 Go and cry in the ears of Jeru-

salem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; 
I remember thee, the kindness of 
thy youth, the love of thine espous-
als, a  when thou wentest after me in 
the wilderness, in a land that was 
not sown.
3 Israel was a  holiness unto the 

LORD, and the firstfruits of his in-
crease: all that devour him shall 
offend; evil shall come upon them, 
saith the LORD.
4 Hear ye the word of the LORD, O 

house of Jacob, and all the families 
of the house of Israel:
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD, What 

iniquity have your fathers found 
in me, that they are gone far from 
me, and have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain?
6 Neither said they, Where is the 

LORD that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, that a  led us through 
the wilderness, through a land of 
deserts and of pits, through a land of 
drought, and of the shadow of death, 
through a land that no man passed 
through, and where no man dwelt?
7 And I brought you into a plenti-

ful country, to eat the fruit thereof 
and the goodness thereof; but when 
ye entered, ye a  defiled my b  land, 
and made mine heritage an abomi-
nation.
8 The priests said not, Where is 

the LORD? and they that handle the 
law knew me not: the a  pastors also 
transgressed against me, and the  
b  prophets prophesied by Baal, and 
walked after things that do not profit.
9 ¶ Wherefore I will yet plead with 

you, saith the LORD, and with your 
children’s children will I plead.
10 For pass a  over the isles of Chit-

tim, and see; and send unto Kedar, 
and consider diligently, and see if 
there be such a thing.
11 Hath a nation changed their 

a  gods, which are yet no gods? but 
my people have changed their glory 
for that which doth not profit.
12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at 

this, and be horribly afraid, be ye 
very desolate, saith the LORD.
13 For my people have committed 

two a  evils; they have forsaken me 
the fountain of b  living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.
14 ¶ Is Israel a a  servant? is he a 

homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?

 15 a Jer. 39:3.
 16 a Jer. 19:4.
  b TG Idolatry.
 18 a OR rulers, or officers.
 19 a TG Prophets, Rejec- 

tion of.
  b 1 Ne. 22:16;  

D&C 121:11 (7–15).

2 2 a 1 Ne. 17:26 (26–29).
 3 a Ex. 28:36;  

Isa. 23:18.
 6 a Ps. 107:4.
 7 a Jer. 16:18.  

TG Pollution.
  b Hosea 9:3.
 8 a TG Shepherd.

  b TG False Prophets.
 10 a OR over to.
 11 a TG Idolatry.
 13 a TG Apostasy of Israel.
  b TG Living Water.
 14 a Ex. 4:22 (22–23).
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they shall set every one his throne 
at the entering of the a  gates of Je-
rusalem, and against all the walls 
thereof round about, and against 
all the cities of Judah.
16 And I will utter my judgments 

against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have a  forsaken 
me, and have burned incense unto 
other b  gods, and worshipped the 
works of their own hands.
17 ¶ Thou therefore gird up thy 

loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee: be 
not dismayed at their faces, lest I 
confound thee before them.
18 For, behold, I have made thee 

this day a defenced city, and an iron 
pillar, and brasen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Ju-
dah, against the a  princes thereof, 
against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land.
19 And they shall a  fight against 

thee; but they shall not b  prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, 
saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

CHAPTER 2
The people of Judah forsook the Lord, 
the fountain of living waters—They wor-
shipped idols and rejected the prophets.
MOREOVER the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying,
2 Go and cry in the ears of Jeru-

salem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; 
I remember thee, the kindness of 
thy youth, the love of thine espous-
als, a  when thou wentest after me in 
the wilderness, in a land that was 
not sown.
3 Israel was a  holiness unto the 

LORD, and the firstfruits of his in-
crease: all that devour him shall 
offend; evil shall come upon them, 
saith the LORD.
4 Hear ye the word of the LORD, O 

house of Jacob, and all the families 
of the house of Israel:
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD, What 

iniquity have your fathers found 
in me, that they are gone far from 
me, and have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain?
6 Neither said they, Where is the 

LORD that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, that a  led us through 
the wilderness, through a land of 
deserts and of pits, through a land of 
drought, and of the shadow of death, 
through a land that no man passed 
through, and where no man dwelt?
7 And I brought you into a plenti-

ful country, to eat the fruit thereof 
and the goodness thereof; but when 
ye entered, ye a  defiled my b  land, 
and made mine heritage an abomi-
nation.
8 The priests said not, Where is 

the LORD? and they that handle the 
law knew me not: the a  pastors also 
transgressed against me, and the  
b  prophets prophesied by Baal, and 
walked after things that do not profit.
9 ¶ Wherefore I will yet plead with 

you, saith the LORD, and with your 
children’s children will I plead.
10 For pass a  over the isles of Chit-

tim, and see; and send unto Kedar, 
and consider diligently, and see if 
there be such a thing.
11 Hath a nation changed their 

a  gods, which are yet no gods? but 
my people have changed their glory 
for that which doth not profit.
12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at 

this, and be horribly afraid, be ye 
very desolate, saith the LORD.
13 For my people have committed 

two a  evils; they have forsaken me 
the fountain of b  living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.
14 ¶ Is Israel a a  servant? is he a 

homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?

 15 a Jer. 39:3.
 16 a Jer. 19:4.
  b TG Idolatry.
 18 a OR rulers, or officers.
 19 a TG Prophets, Rejec- 

tion of.
  b 1 Ne. 22:16;  

D&C 121:11 (7–15).

2 2 a 1 Ne. 17:26 (26–29).
 3 a Ex. 28:36;  

Isa. 23:18.
 6 a Ps. 107:4.
 7 a Jer. 16:18.  

TG Pollution.
  b Hosea 9:3.
 8 a TG Shepherd.

  b TG False Prophets.
 10 a OR over to.
 11 a TG Idolatry.
 13 a TG Apostasy of Israel.
  b TG Living Water.
 14 a Ex. 4:22 (22–23).
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15 The young lions roared upon 
him, and yelled, and they made his 
land waste: his cities are burned 
without inhabitant.
16 Also the children of Noph and 

a  Tahapanes have broken the crown 
of thy head.
17 Hast thou not procured this 

unto thyself, in that thou hast a  for-
saken the LORD thy God, when he 
led thee by the way ?
18 And now what hast thou to do 

in the way of a  Egypt, to drink the 
waters of Sihor? or what hast thou 
to do in the way of Assyria, to drink 
the waters of b  the river?
19 Thine own wickedness shall 

correct thee, and thy backslidings 
shall a  reprove thee: know therefore 
and see that it is an evil thing and 
bitter, that thou hast forsaken the 
LORD thy God, and that my fear is 
not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of 
hosts.
20 ¶ For of old time I have broken 

thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and 
thou saidst, I will not transgress; 
when upon every high hill and 
under every green tree thou wan-
derest, playing the a  harlot.
21 Yet I had planted thee a noble 

a vine, wholly a right seed: how then 
art thou turned into the degenerate 
plant of a strange vine unto me?
22 For though thou a  wash thee 

with b  nitre, and take thee much 
soap, yet thine iniquity is marked 
before me, saith the Lord GOD.
23 How canst thou say, I am not pol-

luted, I have not gone after Baalim? 
see thy way in the valley, know  
what thou hast done: thou art a swift 
dromedary traversing her ways;
24 A wild ass used to the wilder-

ness, that snuffeth up the wind at 

her pleasure; in her occasion who 
can turn her away ? all they that 
seek her will not weary themselves; 
in her month they a  shall find her.
25 Withhold thy foot from being 

unshod, and thy throat from thirst: 
but thou saidst, There is no a  hope: 
no; for I have loved strangers, and 
after them will I go.
26 As the thief is a  ashamed when 

he is found, so is the house of Israel 
ashamed; they, their kings, their 
princes, and their priests, and their 
prophets,
27 Saying to a  a stock, Thou art my 

father; and to a stone, Thou hast 
brought me forth: for they have 
turned their b  back unto me, and not 
their face: but in the c  time of their 
trouble they will say, Arise, and  
save us.
28 But where are thy a  gods that 

thou hast made thee? let them arise, 
if they can save thee in the time 
of thy trouble: for according to the 
number of thy cities are thy gods, 
O Judah.
29 Wherefore will ye a  plead with 

me? ye all have transgressed against 
me, saith the LORD.
30 In vain have I smitten your chil-

dren; they received no a  correction: 
your own sword hath devoured your 
prophets, like a destroying lion.
31 ¶ O generation, see ye the 

word of the LORD. Have I been a 
wilderness unto Israel? a land of 
darkness? wherefore say my peo-
ple, We are lords; we will come no 
more unto thee?
32 Can a maid forget her orna-

ments, or a bride her attire? yet 
my people have a  forgotten me days 
without number.
33 Why trimmest thou thy way to 

 16 a IE Tahapanhes, in 
Egypt, in the land of 
Goshen.  
Jer. 43:7 (7–8); 44:1.

 17 a TG Apostasy of Israel.
 18 a Isa. 30:2 (1–2).
  b IE the Euphrates.
 19 a TG Reproof.
 20 a TG Idolatry.
 21 a TG Vineyard of the 

Lord.
 22 a TG Wash.
  b IE alkali; carbonate  

of soda.
 24 a JST Jer. 2:24 . . . shall  

not find her.
 25 a Jer. 18:12.
 26 a TG Shame.
 27 a OR wood; i.e., an idol.  

Jer. 3:9.

  b Jer. 18:17; 32:33;  
Ezek. 8:16.

  c Mosiah 11:24 (22–25);  
D&C 101:7 (7–9).

 28 a Judg. 10:14 (13–14);  
2 Kgs. 3:13;  
Prov. 1:28 (27–28).

 29 a HEB quarrel, contend.
 30 a TG Chastening.
 32 a Jer. 18:15.
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they shall set every one his throne 
at the entering of the a  gates of Je-
rusalem, and against all the walls 
thereof round about, and against 
all the cities of Judah.
16 And I will utter my judgments 

against them touching all their 
wickedness, who have a  forsaken 
me, and have burned incense unto 
other b  gods, and worshipped the 
works of their own hands.
17 ¶ Thou therefore gird up thy 

loins, and arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee: be 
not dismayed at their faces, lest I 
confound thee before them.
18 For, behold, I have made thee 

this day a defenced city, and an iron 
pillar, and brasen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of Ju-
dah, against the a  princes thereof, 
against the priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land.
19 And they shall a  fight against 

thee; but they shall not b  prevail 
against thee; for I am with thee, 
saith the LORD, to deliver thee.

CHAPTER 2
The people of Judah forsook the Lord, 
the fountain of living waters—They wor-
shipped idols and rejected the prophets.
MOREOVER the word of the LORD 
came to me, saying,
2 Go and cry in the ears of Jeru-

salem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; 
I remember thee, the kindness of 
thy youth, the love of thine espous-
als, a  when thou wentest after me in 
the wilderness, in a land that was 
not sown.
3 Israel was a  holiness unto the 

LORD, and the firstfruits of his in-
crease: all that devour him shall 
offend; evil shall come upon them, 
saith the LORD.
4 Hear ye the word of the LORD, O 

house of Jacob, and all the families 
of the house of Israel:
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD, What 

iniquity have your fathers found 
in me, that they are gone far from 
me, and have walked after vanity, 
and are become vain?
6 Neither said they, Where is the 

LORD that brought us up out of the 
land of Egypt, that a  led us through 
the wilderness, through a land of 
deserts and of pits, through a land of 
drought, and of the shadow of death, 
through a land that no man passed 
through, and where no man dwelt?
7 And I brought you into a plenti-

ful country, to eat the fruit thereof 
and the goodness thereof; but when 
ye entered, ye a  defiled my b  land, 
and made mine heritage an abomi-
nation.
8 The priests said not, Where is 

the LORD? and they that handle the 
law knew me not: the a  pastors also 
transgressed against me, and the  
b  prophets prophesied by Baal, and 
walked after things that do not profit.
9 ¶ Wherefore I will yet plead with 

you, saith the LORD, and with your 
children’s children will I plead.
10 For pass a  over the isles of Chit-

tim, and see; and send unto Kedar, 
and consider diligently, and see if 
there be such a thing.
11 Hath a nation changed their 

a  gods, which are yet no gods? but 
my people have changed their glory 
for that which doth not profit.
12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at 

this, and be horribly afraid, be ye 
very desolate, saith the LORD.
13 For my people have committed 

two a  evils; they have forsaken me 
the fountain of b  living waters, and 
hewed them out cisterns, broken 
cisterns, that can hold no water.
14 ¶ Is Israel a a  servant? is he a 

homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?

 15 a Jer. 39:3.
 16 a Jer. 19:4.
  b TG Idolatry.
 18 a OR rulers, or officers.
 19 a TG Prophets, Rejec- 

tion of.
  b 1 Ne. 22:16;  

D&C 121:11 (7–15).

2 2 a 1 Ne. 17:26 (26–29).
 3 a Ex. 28:36;  

Isa. 23:18.
 6 a Ps. 107:4.
 7 a Jer. 16:18.  

TG Pollution.
  b Hosea 9:3.
 8 a TG Shepherd.

  b TG False Prophets.
 10 a OR over to.
 11 a TG Idolatry.
 13 a TG Apostasy of Israel.
  b TG Living Water.
 14 a Ex. 4:22 (22–23).
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seek love? therefore hast thou also 
taught the wicked a  ones thy ways.
34 Also in thy skirts is found the 

a blood of the souls of the poor inno-
cents: I have not found it by secret 
search, but upon all b  these.
35 Yet thou sayest, Because I am 

a  innocent, surely his anger shall 
turn from me. Behold, I will plead 
with thee, because thou sayest, I 
have not sinned.
36 Why gaddest thou about so 

much to change thy way ? thou also 
shalt be a ashamed of Egypt, as thou 
wast ashamed of Assyria.
37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from 

him, and thine hands upon thine 
head: for the LORD hath rejected 
thy confidences, and thou shalt not 
prosper in them.

CHAPTER 3
Israel and Judah defiled and polluted 
the land through wickedness—In the 
last days, the Lord will gather the peo-
ple of Israel, one from a city and two 
from a family, and bring them to Zion.
THEY say, If a man a  put away his 
wife, and she go from him, and be-
come another man’s, shall he return 
unto her again? shall not that land 
be greatly b  polluted? but thou hast 
played the harlot with many lov-
ers; yet return again to me, saith 
the LORD.
2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high 

places, and see where thou hast not 
been lien with. In the ways hast thou 
sat for them, as the Arabian in the 
wilderness; and thou hast polluted 
the land with thy a  whoredoms and 
with thy wickedness.
3 Therefore the a showers have been 

withholden, and there hath been 
no b  latter c  rain; and thou hadst a 

whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to 
be ashamed.
4 Wilt thou not from this time cry 

unto me, My father, thou art the 
guide of my youth?
5 Will he reserve his a  anger for 

ever? will he keep it to the end? 
Behold, thou hast spoken and done 
evil things as thou couldest.
6 ¶ The LORD said also unto me 

in the days of Josiah the king, Hast 
thou seen that which backsliding 
Israel hath done? she is gone up 
upon every high mountain and 
under every green tree, and there 
hath played the harlot.
7 And I said after she had done all 

these things, Turn thou unto me. But 
she returned not. And her treach-
erous a  sister Judah saw it.
8 And I saw, when for all the causes 

whereby backsliding Israel commit-
ted a  adultery I had put her away, 
and given her a bill of b  divorce; 
yet her treacherous sister Judah 
feared not, but went and played 
the harlot also.
9 And it came to pass through the 

lightness of her whoredom, that 
she defiled the land, and a  com-
mitted adultery with b  stones and 
with c  stocks.
10 And yet for all this her treach-

erous sister Judah hath not turned 
unto me with her whole heart, but 
a  feignedly, saith the LORD.
11 And the LORD said unto me, The 

backsliding Israel hath a justified her-
self more than treacherous Judah.
12 ¶ Go and a proclaim these words 

toward the b north, and say, c Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
LORD; and I will not cause mine an-
ger to fall upon you: for I am mer-
ciful, saith the LORD, and I will not 
keep anger for ever.

 33 a HEB women.
 34 a Ps. 106:38;  

Jer. 19:4.
  b IE their clothing.
 35 a Mosiah 12:14 (9–15);  

Alma 21:6.
 36 a Isa. 30:5 (3, 5).
3 1 a TG Divorce.
  b TG Pollution.
 2 a Deut. 31:16.

 3 a Jer. 14:22; Amos 4:7.
  b OR spring rain.
  c Lev. 26:4 (3–4);  

Jer. 14:4.
 5 a Micah 7:18.
 7 a Ezek. 16:46 (45–46, 61);  

23:2.
 8 a TG Adulterer.
  b TG Divorce.
 9 a Lev. 17:7; 20:5;  

Ezek. 23:37.
  b TG Idolatry.
  c Jer. 2:27 (20–30).
 10 a JS—H 1:19.
 11 a Ezek. 16:51;  

D&C 88:39 (38–39).
 12 a D&C 30:9.
  b TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
  c TG Israel, Restoration of.
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seek love? therefore hast thou also 
taught the wicked a  ones thy ways.
34 Also in thy skirts is found the 

a blood of the souls of the poor inno-
cents: I have not found it by secret 
search, but upon all b  these.
35 Yet thou sayest, Because I am 

a  innocent, surely his anger shall 
turn from me. Behold, I will plead 
with thee, because thou sayest, I 
have not sinned.
36 Why gaddest thou about so 

much to change thy way ? thou also 
shalt be a ashamed of Egypt, as thou 
wast ashamed of Assyria.
37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from 

him, and thine hands upon thine 
head: for the LORD hath rejected 
thy confidences, and thou shalt not 
prosper in them.

CHAPTER 3
Israel and Judah defiled and polluted 
the land through wickedness—In the 
last days, the Lord will gather the peo-
ple of Israel, one from a city and two 
from a family, and bring them to Zion.
THEY say, If a man a  put away his 
wife, and she go from him, and be-
come another man’s, shall he return 
unto her again? shall not that land 
be greatly b  polluted? but thou hast 
played the harlot with many lov-
ers; yet return again to me, saith 
the LORD.
2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high 

places, and see where thou hast not 
been lien with. In the ways hast thou 
sat for them, as the Arabian in the 
wilderness; and thou hast polluted 
the land with thy a  whoredoms and 
with thy wickedness.
3 Therefore the a showers have been 

withholden, and there hath been 
no b  latter c  rain; and thou hadst a 

whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to 
be ashamed.
4 Wilt thou not from this time cry 

unto me, My father, thou art the 
guide of my youth?
5 Will he reserve his a  anger for 

ever? will he keep it to the end? 
Behold, thou hast spoken and done 
evil things as thou couldest.
6 ¶ The LORD said also unto me 

in the days of Josiah the king, Hast 
thou seen that which backsliding 
Israel hath done? she is gone up 
upon every high mountain and 
under every green tree, and there 
hath played the harlot.
7 And I said after she had done all 

these things, Turn thou unto me. But 
she returned not. And her treach-
erous a  sister Judah saw it.
8 And I saw, when for all the causes 

whereby backsliding Israel commit-
ted a  adultery I had put her away, 
and given her a bill of b  divorce; 
yet her treacherous sister Judah 
feared not, but went and played 
the harlot also.
9 And it came to pass through the 

lightness of her whoredom, that 
she defiled the land, and a  com-
mitted adultery with b  stones and 
with c  stocks.
10 And yet for all this her treach-

erous sister Judah hath not turned 
unto me with her whole heart, but 
a  feignedly, saith the LORD.
11 And the LORD said unto me, The 

backsliding Israel hath a justified her-
self more than treacherous Judah.
12 ¶ Go and a proclaim these words 

toward the b north, and say, c Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
LORD; and I will not cause mine an-
ger to fall upon you: for I am mer-
ciful, saith the LORD, and I will not 
keep anger for ever.

 33 a HEB women.
 34 a Ps. 106:38;  

Jer. 19:4.
  b IE their clothing.
 35 a Mosiah 12:14 (9–15);  

Alma 21:6.
 36 a Isa. 30:5 (3, 5).
3 1 a TG Divorce.
  b TG Pollution.
 2 a Deut. 31:16.

 3 a Jer. 14:22; Amos 4:7.
  b OR spring rain.
  c Lev. 26:4 (3–4);  

Jer. 14:4.
 5 a Micah 7:18.
 7 a Ezek. 16:46 (45–46, 61);  

23:2.
 8 a TG Adulterer.
  b TG Divorce.
 9 a Lev. 17:7; 20:5;  

Ezek. 23:37.
  b TG Idolatry.
  c Jer. 2:27 (20–30).
 10 a JS—H 1:19.
 11 a Ezek. 16:51;  

D&C 88:39 (38–39).
 12 a D&C 30:9.
  b TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
  c TG Israel, Restoration of.
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13 Only acknowledge thine iniq-
uity, that thou hast transgressed 
against the LORD thy God, and hast 
scattered thy ways to the strang-
ers under every green tree, and ye 
have not a  obeyed my voice, saith 
the LORD.
14 Turn, O backsliding children, 

saith the LORD; for I am a  married 
unto you: and I will take you one 
of a city, and two of a family, and 
I will b  bring you to c  Zion:
15 And I will give you a  pastors ac-

cording to mine heart, which shall 
feed you with b  knowledge and un-
derstanding.
16 And it shall come to pass, when 

ye be multiplied and increased in 
the land, in those days, saith the 
LORD, they shall say no more, The 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD: 
neither shall it come to mind: nei-
ther shall they remember it; neither 
shall they visit it; neither shall that 
be done any more.
17 At that time they shall call a  Je-

rusalem the throne of the LORD; and 
all the b  nations shall be c  gathered 
unto it, to the name of the LORD, to 
Jerusalem: neither shall they walk 
any more after the d  imagination of 
their evil heart.
18 In those days the a  house of Ju-

dah shall walk with the house of 
Israel, and they shall come together 
out of the b  land of the c  north to the 
land that I have given for an inheri-
tance unto your fathers.
19 But I said, How shall I put thee 

among the children, and give thee 
a pleasant land, a goodly heritage 
of the hosts of nations? and I said, 
Thou shalt call me, My father; and 
shalt not turn away from me.
20 ¶ Surely as a wife treacherously 

a  departeth from her husband, so 
have ye dealt treacherously with 

me, O house of Israel, saith the  
LORD.
21 A voice was heard upon the high 

places, weeping and supplications 
of the children of Israel: for they 
have perverted their way, and they 
have forgotten the LORD their God.
22 Return, ye backsliding children, 

and I will a  heal your backslidings. 
Behold, we come unto thee; for thou 
art the LORD our God.
23 Truly in vain is salvation hoped 

for from the hills, and from the mul-
titude of mountains: truly in the 
LORD our God is the salvation of  
Israel.
24 For shame hath devoured the 

labour of our fathers from our youth; 
their flocks and their herds, their 
sons and their daughters.
25 We lie down in our a shame, and 

our confusion covereth us: for we 
have b  sinned against the LORD our 
God, we and our fathers, from our  
youth even unto this day, and have 
not obeyed the voice of the LORD 
our God.

CHAPTER 4
Israel and Judah are called to repen-
tance—Jeremiah laments for the mis-
eries of Judah.
IF thou wilt return, O Israel, saith 
the LORD, return unto me: and if 
thou wilt put away thine abomi-
nations out of my sight, then shalt 
thou not remove.
2 And thou shalt swear, The a LORD 

liveth, in truth, in judgment, and 
in righteousness; and the nations 
shall bless themselves in him, and 
in him shall they glory.
3 ¶ For thus saith the LORD to the 

men of Judah and Jerusalem, a Break 
up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among b  thorns.

 13 a TG Disobedience.
 14 a TG Abrahamic 

Covenant.
  b TG Missionary Work.
  c TG Zion.
 15 a HEB shepherds. 

TG Bishop.
  b TG Knowledge.
 16 a TG Ark of the Covenant.

 17 a Joel 3:21 (18–21);  
Zech. 2:10 (10–12);  
Rev. 22:3 (3–4).

  b TG Nations.
  c TG Israel, Gathering of.
  d OR stubbornness.
 18 a 2 Ne. 29:14 (8, 14).
  b Jer. 16:15.
  c TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
 20 a TG Divorce.
 22 a 3 Ne. 9:13; 18:32.
 25 a TG Shame.
  b TG Apostasy of Israel.
4 2 a Jer. 16:14.
 3 a Hosea 10:12.
  b Matt. 13:7.
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seek love? therefore hast thou also 
taught the wicked a  ones thy ways.
34 Also in thy skirts is found the 

a blood of the souls of the poor inno-
cents: I have not found it by secret 
search, but upon all b  these.
35 Yet thou sayest, Because I am 

a  innocent, surely his anger shall 
turn from me. Behold, I will plead 
with thee, because thou sayest, I 
have not sinned.
36 Why gaddest thou about so 

much to change thy way ? thou also 
shalt be a ashamed of Egypt, as thou 
wast ashamed of Assyria.
37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from 

him, and thine hands upon thine 
head: for the LORD hath rejected 
thy confidences, and thou shalt not 
prosper in them.

CHAPTER 3
Israel and Judah defiled and polluted 
the land through wickedness—In the 
last days, the Lord will gather the peo-
ple of Israel, one from a city and two 
from a family, and bring them to Zion.
THEY say, If a man a  put away his 
wife, and she go from him, and be-
come another man’s, shall he return 
unto her again? shall not that land 
be greatly b  polluted? but thou hast 
played the harlot with many lov-
ers; yet return again to me, saith 
the LORD.
2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high 

places, and see where thou hast not 
been lien with. In the ways hast thou 
sat for them, as the Arabian in the 
wilderness; and thou hast polluted 
the land with thy a  whoredoms and 
with thy wickedness.
3 Therefore the a showers have been 

withholden, and there hath been 
no b  latter c  rain; and thou hadst a 

whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to 
be ashamed.
4 Wilt thou not from this time cry 

unto me, My father, thou art the 
guide of my youth?
5 Will he reserve his a  anger for 

ever? will he keep it to the end? 
Behold, thou hast spoken and done 
evil things as thou couldest.
6 ¶ The LORD said also unto me 

in the days of Josiah the king, Hast 
thou seen that which backsliding 
Israel hath done? she is gone up 
upon every high mountain and 
under every green tree, and there 
hath played the harlot.
7 And I said after she had done all 

these things, Turn thou unto me. But 
she returned not. And her treach-
erous a  sister Judah saw it.
8 And I saw, when for all the causes 

whereby backsliding Israel commit-
ted a  adultery I had put her away, 
and given her a bill of b  divorce; 
yet her treacherous sister Judah 
feared not, but went and played 
the harlot also.
9 And it came to pass through the 

lightness of her whoredom, that 
she defiled the land, and a  com-
mitted adultery with b  stones and 
with c  stocks.
10 And yet for all this her treach-

erous sister Judah hath not turned 
unto me with her whole heart, but 
a  feignedly, saith the LORD.
11 And the LORD said unto me, The 

backsliding Israel hath a justified her-
self more than treacherous Judah.
12 ¶ Go and a proclaim these words 

toward the b north, and say, c Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
LORD; and I will not cause mine an-
ger to fall upon you: for I am mer-
ciful, saith the LORD, and I will not 
keep anger for ever.

 33 a HEB women.
 34 a Ps. 106:38;  

Jer. 19:4.
  b IE their clothing.
 35 a Mosiah 12:14 (9–15);  

Alma 21:6.
 36 a Isa. 30:5 (3, 5).
3 1 a TG Divorce.
  b TG Pollution.
 2 a Deut. 31:16.

 3 a Jer. 14:22; Amos 4:7.
  b OR spring rain.
  c Lev. 26:4 (3–4);  

Jer. 14:4.
 5 a Micah 7:18.
 7 a Ezek. 16:46 (45–46, 61);  

23:2.
 8 a TG Adulterer.
  b TG Divorce.
 9 a Lev. 17:7; 20:5;  

Ezek. 23:37.
  b TG Idolatry.
  c Jer. 2:27 (20–30).
 10 a JS—H 1:19.
 11 a Ezek. 16:51;  

D&C 88:39 (38–39).
 12 a D&C 30:9.
  b TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
  c TG Israel, Restoration of.

946JEREMIAH 3:13–4:3

13 Only acknowledge thine iniq-
uity, that thou hast transgressed 
against the LORD thy God, and hast 
scattered thy ways to the strang-
ers under every green tree, and ye 
have not a  obeyed my voice, saith 
the LORD.
14 Turn, O backsliding children, 

saith the LORD; for I am a  married 
unto you: and I will take you one 
of a city, and two of a family, and 
I will b  bring you to c  Zion:
15 And I will give you a  pastors ac-

cording to mine heart, which shall 
feed you with b  knowledge and un-
derstanding.
16 And it shall come to pass, when 

ye be multiplied and increased in 
the land, in those days, saith the 
LORD, they shall say no more, The 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD: 
neither shall it come to mind: nei-
ther shall they remember it; neither 
shall they visit it; neither shall that 
be done any more.
17 At that time they shall call a  Je-

rusalem the throne of the LORD; and 
all the b  nations shall be c  gathered 
unto it, to the name of the LORD, to 
Jerusalem: neither shall they walk 
any more after the d  imagination of 
their evil heart.
18 In those days the a  house of Ju-

dah shall walk with the house of 
Israel, and they shall come together 
out of the b  land of the c  north to the 
land that I have given for an inheri-
tance unto your fathers.
19 But I said, How shall I put thee 

among the children, and give thee 
a pleasant land, a goodly heritage 
of the hosts of nations? and I said, 
Thou shalt call me, My father; and 
shalt not turn away from me.
20 ¶ Surely as a wife treacherously 

a  departeth from her husband, so 
have ye dealt treacherously with 

me, O house of Israel, saith the  
LORD.
21 A voice was heard upon the high 

places, weeping and supplications 
of the children of Israel: for they 
have perverted their way, and they 
have forgotten the LORD their God.
22 Return, ye backsliding children, 

and I will a  heal your backslidings. 
Behold, we come unto thee; for thou 
art the LORD our God.
23 Truly in vain is salvation hoped 

for from the hills, and from the mul-
titude of mountains: truly in the 
LORD our God is the salvation of  
Israel.
24 For shame hath devoured the 

labour of our fathers from our youth; 
their flocks and their herds, their 
sons and their daughters.
25 We lie down in our a shame, and 

our confusion covereth us: for we 
have b  sinned against the LORD our 
God, we and our fathers, from our  
youth even unto this day, and have 
not obeyed the voice of the LORD 
our God.

CHAPTER 4
Israel and Judah are called to repen-
tance—Jeremiah laments for the mis-
eries of Judah.
IF thou wilt return, O Israel, saith 
the LORD, return unto me: and if 
thou wilt put away thine abomi-
nations out of my sight, then shalt 
thou not remove.
2 And thou shalt swear, The a LORD 

liveth, in truth, in judgment, and 
in righteousness; and the nations 
shall bless themselves in him, and 
in him shall they glory.
3 ¶ For thus saith the LORD to the 

men of Judah and Jerusalem, a Break 
up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among b  thorns.

 13 a TG Disobedience.
 14 a TG Abrahamic 

Covenant.
  b TG Missionary Work.
  c TG Zion.
 15 a HEB shepherds. 

TG Bishop.
  b TG Knowledge.
 16 a TG Ark of the Covenant.

 17 a Joel 3:21 (18–21);  
Zech. 2:10 (10–12);  
Rev. 22:3 (3–4).

  b TG Nations.
  c TG Israel, Gathering of.
  d OR stubbornness.
 18 a 2 Ne. 29:14 (8, 14).
  b Jer. 16:15.
  c TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
 20 a TG Divorce.
 22 a 3 Ne. 9:13; 18:32.
 25 a TG Shame.
  b TG Apostasy of Israel.
4 2 a Jer. 16:14.
 3 a Hosea 10:12.
  b Matt. 13:7.
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seek love? therefore hast thou also 
taught the wicked a  ones thy ways.
34 Also in thy skirts is found the 

a blood of the souls of the poor inno-
cents: I have not found it by secret 
search, but upon all b  these.
35 Yet thou sayest, Because I am 

a  innocent, surely his anger shall 
turn from me. Behold, I will plead 
with thee, because thou sayest, I 
have not sinned.
36 Why gaddest thou about so 

much to change thy way ? thou also 
shalt be a ashamed of Egypt, as thou 
wast ashamed of Assyria.
37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from 

him, and thine hands upon thine 
head: for the LORD hath rejected 
thy confidences, and thou shalt not 
prosper in them.

CHAPTER 3
Israel and Judah defiled and polluted 
the land through wickedness—In the 
last days, the Lord will gather the peo-
ple of Israel, one from a city and two 
from a family, and bring them to Zion.
THEY say, If a man a  put away his 
wife, and she go from him, and be-
come another man’s, shall he return 
unto her again? shall not that land 
be greatly b  polluted? but thou hast 
played the harlot with many lov-
ers; yet return again to me, saith 
the LORD.
2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high 

places, and see where thou hast not 
been lien with. In the ways hast thou 
sat for them, as the Arabian in the 
wilderness; and thou hast polluted 
the land with thy a  whoredoms and 
with thy wickedness.
3 Therefore the a showers have been 

withholden, and there hath been 
no b  latter c  rain; and thou hadst a 

whore’s forehead, thou refusedst to 
be ashamed.
4 Wilt thou not from this time cry 

unto me, My father, thou art the 
guide of my youth?
5 Will he reserve his a  anger for 

ever? will he keep it to the end? 
Behold, thou hast spoken and done 
evil things as thou couldest.
6 ¶ The LORD said also unto me 

in the days of Josiah the king, Hast 
thou seen that which backsliding 
Israel hath done? she is gone up 
upon every high mountain and 
under every green tree, and there 
hath played the harlot.
7 And I said after she had done all 

these things, Turn thou unto me. But 
she returned not. And her treach-
erous a  sister Judah saw it.
8 And I saw, when for all the causes 

whereby backsliding Israel commit-
ted a  adultery I had put her away, 
and given her a bill of b  divorce; 
yet her treacherous sister Judah 
feared not, but went and played 
the harlot also.
9 And it came to pass through the 

lightness of her whoredom, that 
she defiled the land, and a  com-
mitted adultery with b  stones and 
with c  stocks.
10 And yet for all this her treach-

erous sister Judah hath not turned 
unto me with her whole heart, but 
a  feignedly, saith the LORD.
11 And the LORD said unto me, The 

backsliding Israel hath a justified her-
self more than treacherous Judah.
12 ¶ Go and a proclaim these words 

toward the b north, and say, c Return, 
thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
LORD; and I will not cause mine an-
ger to fall upon you: for I am mer-
ciful, saith the LORD, and I will not 
keep anger for ever.

 33 a HEB women.
 34 a Ps. 106:38;  

Jer. 19:4.
  b IE their clothing.
 35 a Mosiah 12:14 (9–15);  

Alma 21:6.
 36 a Isa. 30:5 (3, 5).
3 1 a TG Divorce.
  b TG Pollution.
 2 a Deut. 31:16.

 3 a Jer. 14:22; Amos 4:7.
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Tribes of.
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uity, that thou hast transgressed 
against the LORD thy God, and hast 
scattered thy ways to the strang-
ers under every green tree, and ye 
have not a  obeyed my voice, saith 
the LORD.
14 Turn, O backsliding children, 

saith the LORD; for I am a  married 
unto you: and I will take you one 
of a city, and two of a family, and 
I will b  bring you to c  Zion:
15 And I will give you a  pastors ac-

cording to mine heart, which shall 
feed you with b  knowledge and un-
derstanding.
16 And it shall come to pass, when 

ye be multiplied and increased in 
the land, in those days, saith the 
LORD, they shall say no more, The 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD: 
neither shall it come to mind: nei-
ther shall they remember it; neither 
shall they visit it; neither shall that 
be done any more.
17 At that time they shall call a  Je-

rusalem the throne of the LORD; and 
all the b  nations shall be c  gathered 
unto it, to the name of the LORD, to 
Jerusalem: neither shall they walk 
any more after the d  imagination of 
their evil heart.
18 In those days the a  house of Ju-

dah shall walk with the house of 
Israel, and they shall come together 
out of the b  land of the c  north to the 
land that I have given for an inheri-
tance unto your fathers.
19 But I said, How shall I put thee 

among the children, and give thee 
a pleasant land, a goodly heritage 
of the hosts of nations? and I said, 
Thou shalt call me, My father; and 
shalt not turn away from me.
20 ¶ Surely as a wife treacherously 

a  departeth from her husband, so 
have ye dealt treacherously with 

me, O house of Israel, saith the  
LORD.
21 A voice was heard upon the high 

places, weeping and supplications 
of the children of Israel: for they 
have perverted their way, and they 
have forgotten the LORD their God.
22 Return, ye backsliding children, 

and I will a  heal your backslidings. 
Behold, we come unto thee; for thou 
art the LORD our God.
23 Truly in vain is salvation hoped 

for from the hills, and from the mul-
titude of mountains: truly in the 
LORD our God is the salvation of  
Israel.
24 For shame hath devoured the 

labour of our fathers from our youth; 
their flocks and their herds, their 
sons and their daughters.
25 We lie down in our a shame, and 

our confusion covereth us: for we 
have b  sinned against the LORD our 
God, we and our fathers, from our  
youth even unto this day, and have 
not obeyed the voice of the LORD 
our God.

CHAPTER 4
Israel and Judah are called to repen-
tance—Jeremiah laments for the mis-
eries of Judah.
IF thou wilt return, O Israel, saith 
the LORD, return unto me: and if 
thou wilt put away thine abomi-
nations out of my sight, then shalt 
thou not remove.
2 And thou shalt swear, The a LORD 

liveth, in truth, in judgment, and 
in righteousness; and the nations 
shall bless themselves in him, and 
in him shall they glory.
3 ¶ For thus saith the LORD to the 

men of Judah and Jerusalem, a Break 
up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among b  thorns.
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Covenant.
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Behold, thou hast spoken and done 
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thou seen that which backsliding 
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these things, Turn thou unto me. But 
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erous sister Judah hath not turned 
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backsliding Israel hath a justified her-
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ger to fall upon you: for I am mer-
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God, we and our fathers, from our  
youth even unto this day, and have 
not obeyed the voice of the LORD 
our God.

CHAPTER 4
Israel and Judah are called to repen-
tance—Jeremiah laments for the mis-
eries of Judah.
IF thou wilt return, O Israel, saith 
the LORD, return unto me: and if 
thou wilt put away thine abomi-
nations out of my sight, then shalt 
thou not remove.
2 And thou shalt swear, The a LORD 

liveth, in truth, in judgment, and 
in righteousness; and the nations 
shall bless themselves in him, and 
in him shall they glory.
3 ¶ For thus saith the LORD to the 

men of Judah and Jerusalem, a Break 
up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among b  thorns.

 13 a TG Disobedience.
 14 a TG Abrahamic 

Covenant.
  b TG Missionary Work.
  c TG Zion.
 15 a HEB shepherds. 

TG Bishop.
  b TG Knowledge.
 16 a TG Ark of the Covenant.

 17 a Joel 3:21 (18–21);  
Zech. 2:10 (10–12);  
Rev. 22:3 (3–4).

  b TG Nations.
  c TG Israel, Gathering of.
  d OR stubbornness.
 18 a 2 Ne. 29:14 (8, 14).
  b Jer. 16:15.
  c TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
 20 a TG Divorce.
 22 a 3 Ne. 9:13; 18:32.
 25 a TG Shame.
  b TG Apostasy of Israel.
4 2 a Jer. 16:14.
 3 a Hosea 10:12.
  b Matt. 13:7.



Elder Je"rey R. Holland 

“Everything in the gospel teaches us that 
we can change if we need to, that we can 
be helped if we truly want it, that we can 
be made whole, whatever the problems 
of the past”  

(“He Hath Filled the Hungry with Good Things,” GC Oct 
1997, Ensign, Nov. 1997, 66).



Jeremiah 4-6
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



Jeremiah 4  
Israel and Judah are called to repentance—Jeremiah laments 
for the miseries of Judah. 

Jeremiah 5  
Judgments will be poured out upon the people of Judah 
because of their sins—Their iniquities cause blessings to be 
withheld from them. 

Jeremiah 6  
Jerusalem will be destroyed because of her iniquity—She will 
be overrun by a great and cruel nation.



Old Testament Institute Manual 

“The prophets and priests of the day dressed the nation’s wounds, 
but skin-deep only. Nor did they have any sense of shame for the 
loathsome deeds they perpetrated. They neither felt shame nor did 
they know how to blush. They had become completely insensitive to 
the evils in which they and their nation were immersed. But 
continued active involvement in evil has a way of dulling the 
conscience until a point is reached when all awareness of evil is lost. 
Thereafter leaders fall with the rest of those who fall. In the day of 
divine reckoning they too would go down, for it would be the day of 
their own doom.” (J. A. Thompson, The Book of Jeremiah, p. 258.)



The Lord allowed the Israelites to su"er many of the 
consequences of their wickedness (see Jeremiah 2:17; 
4:18; 7:19). But they would not be completely destroyed. 

Jeremiah 5:10-18  
10 ¶ Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: 
take away her battlements; for they are not the Lord’s. 

18 Nevertheless in those days, saith the Lord, I will not make a full 
end with you.





Jeremiah 7
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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bring a  evil upon this people, even 
the b  fruit of their thoughts, be-
cause they have not hearkened unto  
my words, nor to my law, but re-
jected it.
20 To what purpose cometh there 

to me incense from Sheba, and the 
sweet cane from a far country  ? 
your burnt offerings are not a  ac-
ceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet  
unto me.
21 Therefore thus saith the LORD, 

Behold, I will lay a  stumblingblocks 
before this people, and the fathers 
and the sons together shall fall upon 
them; the neighbour and his friend 
shall perish.
22 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, 

a people cometh from the a  north 
country, and a great nation shall be 
raised from the sides of the earth.
23 They shall lay hold on bow and 

spear; they are cruel, and have no 
mercy; their voice roareth like the 
sea; and they ride upon horses, set 
in array as men for war against 
thee, O daughter of Zion.
24 We have heard the fame thereof: 

our hands wax feeble: anguish hath 
taken hold of us, and pain, as of a 
woman in travail.
25 Go not forth into the field, nor 

walk by the way; for the sword of 
the enemy and fear is on every side.
26 ¶ O daughter of my people, gird 

thee with a  sackcloth, and wallow 
thyself in ashes: make thee mourn-
ing, as for an b  only son, most bitter 
lamentation: for the spoiler shall 
suddenly come upon us.
27 I have set thee for a tower and 

a fortress among my people, that 
thou mayest know and try their way.
28 They are all grievous revolters, 

walking with a slanders: they are brass 
and iron; they are all corrupters.
29 The bellows a  are burned, the 

lead is consumed of the fire; b  the 

founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away.
30 Reprobate silver shall men call 

them, because the LORD hath re-
jected them.

CHAPTER 7
If the people of Judah repent, they will 
be preserved—The temple has become 
a den of robbers—The Lord rejects that 
generation of the people of Judah for 
their idolatries—They offer their chil-
dren as sacrifices.
THE word that came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’s 

house, and proclaim there this word, 
and say, Hear the word of the LORD, 
all ye of Judah, that enter in at these 
gates to worship the LORD.
3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the 

God of Israel, a  Amend your ways 
and your doings, and I will cause 
you to dwell in this place.
4 Trust ye not in lying words, say-

ing, The temple of the LORD, The 
temple of the LORD, The temple of 
the LORD, are these.
5 For if ye a  throughly amend 

your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly execute judgment be-
tween a man and his neighbour;
6 If ye oppress not the a  stranger, 

the b  fatherless, and the widow, and 
shed not innocent blood in this 
place, neither walk after other gods 
to your hurt:
7 Then will I cause you to dwell 

in this place, in the land that I gave 
to your fathers, for ever and ever.
8 ¶ Behold, ye a  trust in b  lying 

words, that cannot profit.
9 Will ye steal, a  murder, and  

commit adultery, and swear falsely, 
and burn incense unto Baal, and 
b  walk after other gods whom ye 
know not;

 19 a OR calamity.  
TG Evil.

  b Prov. 1:31.
 20 a TG Hypocrisy.
 21 a Ezek. 3:20;  

Mosiah 7:29.
 22 a Deut. 28:49;  

Jer. 50:41 (41–43).

 26 a TG Apparel.
  b Amos 8:10.
 28 a TG Slander.
 29 a OR blew the fire.
  b OR the smelting is  

in vain.
7 3 a Isa. 1:16 (16–20).
 5 a OR thoroughly.

 6 a Jer. 22:3.
  b TG Charity.
 8 a TG Trust Not in the  

Arm of Flesh.
  b Jer. 5:31.
 9 a TG Murder.
  b TG Walking in Darkness.
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10 And come and a stand before me 
in this house, which is called by my 
name, and say, We are delivered to 
do all these abominations?
11 Is this a  house, which is called 

by my name, become a b den of c rob-
bers in your eyes? Behold, even I 
have seen it, saith the LORD.
12 But go ye now unto my place 

which was in a  Shiloh, where I set 
my name at the first, and see what 
I did to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel.
13 And now, because ye have done 

all these works, saith the LORD, and 
I spake unto you, rising up early and 
speaking, but ye heard not; and I 
called you, but ye a  answered not;
14 Therefore will I do unto this 

a house, which is called by my name, 
wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to your 
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.
15 And I will cast you out of my 

sight, as I have cast out all your 
brethren, even the whole seed of 
Ephraim.
16 Therefore pray not thou for this 

people, neither lift up cry nor prayer 
for them, neither make intercession 
to me: for I will not a  hear thee.
17 ¶ Seest thou not what they do 

in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem?
18 The children gather wood, and 

the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead their dough, to make 
cakes to a  the queen of heaven, and 
to pour out drink offerings unto 
other gods, that they may provoke 
me to anger.
19 Do they provoke me to anger? 

saith the LORD: do they not provoke 
themselves a  to the confusion of 
their own faces?
20 Therefore thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Behold, mine a  anger and my 
fury shall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man, and upon beast, 
and upon the trees of the field, 
and upon the fruit of the ground; 
and it shall burn, and shall not be 
quenched.
21 ¶ Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Put your burnt 
offerings unto your sacrifices, and 
eat flesh.
22 For I spake not unto your 

fathers, nor commanded them in 
the day that I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt 
offerings or sacrifices:
23 But this thing commanded I 

them, saying, a  Obey my b  voice, and 
I will be your God, and ye shall be 
my people: and walk ye in all the 
ways that I have commanded you, 
that it may be well unto you.
24 But they hearkened not, nor 

inclined their ear, but walked in 
the counsels and in the a  imagina-
tion of their evil heart, and went 
b  backward, and not forward.
25 Since the day that your fathers 

came forth out of the land of Egypt 
unto this day I have even a sent unto 
you all my servants the b  prophets, 
daily rising up early and sending 
them:
26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, 

nor inclined their ear, but a  hard-
ened their neck: they did b  worse 
than their fathers.
27 Therefore thou shalt speak all 

these words unto them; but they 
will not hearken to thee: thou shalt 
also call unto them; but they will 
not answer thee.
28 But thou shalt say unto them, 

This is a nation that a  obeyeth not 
the voice of the LORD their God, 
nor receiveth correction: truth is 

 10 a D&C 88:134 (133–34).
 11 a TG Temple.
  b Matt. 21:13;  

Luke 19:46 (46–48).
  c TG Apostasy of Israel.
 12 a Josh. 18:1;  

1 Sam. 1:3;  
Jer. 26:6.

 13 a TG Apostasy of Israel.

 14 a Ezek. 7:22 (21–22); 24:21.
 16 a Jer. 11:14;  

Mosiah 21:15.
 18 a IE the fertility goddess, 

such as the Babylonian 
Ishtar.

 19 a HEB to their shame, or 
disgrace.

 20 a TG God, Indignation of.

 23 a TG Obedience.
  b D&C 1:38.
 24 a 1 Ne. 12:18.
  b TG Apostasy of Israel.
 25 a TG Authority.
  b TG Prophets, Mission of.
 26 a TG Hardheartedness.
  b Jer. 16:12.
 28 a TG Teachable.
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bring a  evil upon this people, even 
the b  fruit of their thoughts, be-
cause they have not hearkened unto  
my words, nor to my law, but re-
jected it.
20 To what purpose cometh there 

to me incense from Sheba, and the 
sweet cane from a far country  ? 
your burnt offerings are not a  ac-
ceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet  
unto me.
21 Therefore thus saith the LORD, 

Behold, I will lay a  stumblingblocks 
before this people, and the fathers 
and the sons together shall fall upon 
them; the neighbour and his friend 
shall perish.
22 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, 

a people cometh from the a  north 
country, and a great nation shall be 
raised from the sides of the earth.
23 They shall lay hold on bow and 

spear; they are cruel, and have no 
mercy; their voice roareth like the 
sea; and they ride upon horses, set 
in array as men for war against 
thee, O daughter of Zion.
24 We have heard the fame thereof: 

our hands wax feeble: anguish hath 
taken hold of us, and pain, as of a 
woman in travail.
25 Go not forth into the field, nor 

walk by the way; for the sword of 
the enemy and fear is on every side.
26 ¶ O daughter of my people, gird 

thee with a  sackcloth, and wallow 
thyself in ashes: make thee mourn-
ing, as for an b  only son, most bitter 
lamentation: for the spoiler shall 
suddenly come upon us.
27 I have set thee for a tower and 

a fortress among my people, that 
thou mayest know and try their way.
28 They are all grievous revolters, 

walking with a slanders: they are brass 
and iron; they are all corrupters.
29 The bellows a  are burned, the 

lead is consumed of the fire; b  the 

founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away.
30 Reprobate silver shall men call 

them, because the LORD hath re-
jected them.

CHAPTER 7
If the people of Judah repent, they will 
be preserved—The temple has become 
a den of robbers—The Lord rejects that 
generation of the people of Judah for 
their idolatries—They offer their chil-
dren as sacrifices.
THE word that came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’s 

house, and proclaim there this word, 
and say, Hear the word of the LORD, 
all ye of Judah, that enter in at these 
gates to worship the LORD.
3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the 

God of Israel, a  Amend your ways 
and your doings, and I will cause 
you to dwell in this place.
4 Trust ye not in lying words, say-

ing, The temple of the LORD, The 
temple of the LORD, The temple of 
the LORD, are these.
5 For if ye a  throughly amend 

your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly execute judgment be-
tween a man and his neighbour;
6 If ye oppress not the a  stranger, 

the b  fatherless, and the widow, and 
shed not innocent blood in this 
place, neither walk after other gods 
to your hurt:
7 Then will I cause you to dwell 

in this place, in the land that I gave 
to your fathers, for ever and ever.
8 ¶ Behold, ye a  trust in b  lying 

words, that cannot profit.
9 Will ye steal, a  murder, and  

commit adultery, and swear falsely, 
and burn incense unto Baal, and 
b  walk after other gods whom ye 
know not;

 19 a OR calamity.  
TG Evil.

  b Prov. 1:31.
 20 a TG Hypocrisy.
 21 a Ezek. 3:20;  

Mosiah 7:29.
 22 a Deut. 28:49;  

Jer. 50:41 (41–43).

 26 a TG Apparel.
  b Amos 8:10.
 28 a TG Slander.
 29 a OR blew the fire.
  b OR the smelting is  

in vain.
7 3 a Isa. 1:16 (16–20).
 5 a OR thoroughly.

 6 a Jer. 22:3.
  b TG Charity.
 8 a TG Trust Not in the  

Arm of Flesh.
  b Jer. 5:31.
 9 a TG Murder.
  b TG Walking in Darkness.
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bring a  evil upon this people, even 
the b  fruit of their thoughts, be-
cause they have not hearkened unto  
my words, nor to my law, but re-
jected it.
20 To what purpose cometh there 

to me incense from Sheba, and the 
sweet cane from a far country  ? 
your burnt offerings are not a  ac-
ceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet  
unto me.
21 Therefore thus saith the LORD, 

Behold, I will lay a  stumblingblocks 
before this people, and the fathers 
and the sons together shall fall upon 
them; the neighbour and his friend 
shall perish.
22 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, 

a people cometh from the a  north 
country, and a great nation shall be 
raised from the sides of the earth.
23 They shall lay hold on bow and 

spear; they are cruel, and have no 
mercy; their voice roareth like the 
sea; and they ride upon horses, set 
in array as men for war against 
thee, O daughter of Zion.
24 We have heard the fame thereof: 

our hands wax feeble: anguish hath 
taken hold of us, and pain, as of a 
woman in travail.
25 Go not forth into the field, nor 

walk by the way; for the sword of 
the enemy and fear is on every side.
26 ¶ O daughter of my people, gird 

thee with a  sackcloth, and wallow 
thyself in ashes: make thee mourn-
ing, as for an b  only son, most bitter 
lamentation: for the spoiler shall 
suddenly come upon us.
27 I have set thee for a tower and 

a fortress among my people, that 
thou mayest know and try their way.
28 They are all grievous revolters, 

walking with a slanders: they are brass 
and iron; they are all corrupters.
29 The bellows a  are burned, the 

lead is consumed of the fire; b  the 

founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away.
30 Reprobate silver shall men call 

them, because the LORD hath re-
jected them.

CHAPTER 7
If the people of Judah repent, they will 
be preserved—The temple has become 
a den of robbers—The Lord rejects that 
generation of the people of Judah for 
their idolatries—They offer their chil-
dren as sacrifices.
THE word that came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’s 

house, and proclaim there this word, 
and say, Hear the word of the LORD, 
all ye of Judah, that enter in at these 
gates to worship the LORD.
3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the 

God of Israel, a  Amend your ways 
and your doings, and I will cause 
you to dwell in this place.
4 Trust ye not in lying words, say-

ing, The temple of the LORD, The 
temple of the LORD, The temple of 
the LORD, are these.
5 For if ye a  throughly amend 

your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly execute judgment be-
tween a man and his neighbour;
6 If ye oppress not the a  stranger, 

the b  fatherless, and the widow, and 
shed not innocent blood in this 
place, neither walk after other gods 
to your hurt:
7 Then will I cause you to dwell 

in this place, in the land that I gave 
to your fathers, for ever and ever.
8 ¶ Behold, ye a  trust in b  lying 

words, that cannot profit.
9 Will ye steal, a  murder, and  

commit adultery, and swear falsely, 
and burn incense unto Baal, and 
b  walk after other gods whom ye 
know not;

 19 a OR calamity.  
TG Evil.

  b Prov. 1:31.
 20 a TG Hypocrisy.
 21 a Ezek. 3:20;  

Mosiah 7:29.
 22 a Deut. 28:49;  

Jer. 50:41 (41–43).

 26 a TG Apparel.
  b Amos 8:10.
 28 a TG Slander.
 29 a OR blew the fire.
  b OR the smelting is  

in vain.
7 3 a Isa. 1:16 (16–20).
 5 a OR thoroughly.

 6 a Jer. 22:3.
  b TG Charity.
 8 a TG Trust Not in the  

Arm of Flesh.
  b Jer. 5:31.
 9 a TG Murder.
  b TG Walking in Darkness.
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10 And come and a stand before me 
in this house, which is called by my 
name, and say, We are delivered to 
do all these abominations?
11 Is this a  house, which is called 

by my name, become a b den of c rob-
bers in your eyes? Behold, even I 
have seen it, saith the LORD.
12 But go ye now unto my place 

which was in a  Shiloh, where I set 
my name at the first, and see what 
I did to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel.
13 And now, because ye have done 

all these works, saith the LORD, and 
I spake unto you, rising up early and 
speaking, but ye heard not; and I 
called you, but ye a  answered not;
14 Therefore will I do unto this 

a house, which is called by my name, 
wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to your 
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.
15 And I will cast you out of my 

sight, as I have cast out all your 
brethren, even the whole seed of 
Ephraim.
16 Therefore pray not thou for this 

people, neither lift up cry nor prayer 
for them, neither make intercession 
to me: for I will not a  hear thee.
17 ¶ Seest thou not what they do 

in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem?
18 The children gather wood, and 

the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead their dough, to make 
cakes to a  the queen of heaven, and 
to pour out drink offerings unto 
other gods, that they may provoke 
me to anger.
19 Do they provoke me to anger? 

saith the LORD: do they not provoke 
themselves a  to the confusion of 
their own faces?
20 Therefore thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Behold, mine a  anger and my 
fury shall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man, and upon beast, 
and upon the trees of the field, 
and upon the fruit of the ground; 
and it shall burn, and shall not be 
quenched.
21 ¶ Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Put your burnt 
offerings unto your sacrifices, and 
eat flesh.
22 For I spake not unto your 

fathers, nor commanded them in 
the day that I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt 
offerings or sacrifices:
23 But this thing commanded I 

them, saying, a  Obey my b  voice, and 
I will be your God, and ye shall be 
my people: and walk ye in all the 
ways that I have commanded you, 
that it may be well unto you.
24 But they hearkened not, nor 

inclined their ear, but walked in 
the counsels and in the a  imagina-
tion of their evil heart, and went 
b  backward, and not forward.
25 Since the day that your fathers 

came forth out of the land of Egypt 
unto this day I have even a sent unto 
you all my servants the b  prophets, 
daily rising up early and sending 
them:
26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, 

nor inclined their ear, but a  hard-
ened their neck: they did b  worse 
than their fathers.
27 Therefore thou shalt speak all 

these words unto them; but they 
will not hearken to thee: thou shalt 
also call unto them; but they will 
not answer thee.
28 But thou shalt say unto them, 

This is a nation that a  obeyeth not 
the voice of the LORD their God, 
nor receiveth correction: truth is 

 10 a D&C 88:134 (133–34).
 11 a TG Temple.
  b Matt. 21:13;  

Luke 19:46 (46–48).
  c TG Apostasy of Israel.
 12 a Josh. 18:1;  

1 Sam. 1:3;  
Jer. 26:6.

 13 a TG Apostasy of Israel.

 14 a Ezek. 7:22 (21–22); 24:21.
 16 a Jer. 11:14;  

Mosiah 21:15.
 18 a IE the fertility goddess, 

such as the Babylonian 
Ishtar.

 19 a HEB to their shame, or 
disgrace.

 20 a TG God, Indignation of.

 23 a TG Obedience.
  b D&C 1:38.
 24 a 1 Ne. 12:18.
  b TG Apostasy of Israel.
 25 a TG Authority.
  b TG Prophets, Mission of.
 26 a TG Hardheartedness.
  b Jer. 16:12.
 28 a TG Teachable.
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bring a  evil upon this people, even 
the b  fruit of their thoughts, be-
cause they have not hearkened unto  
my words, nor to my law, but re-
jected it.
20 To what purpose cometh there 

to me incense from Sheba, and the 
sweet cane from a far country  ? 
your burnt offerings are not a  ac-
ceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet  
unto me.
21 Therefore thus saith the LORD, 

Behold, I will lay a  stumblingblocks 
before this people, and the fathers 
and the sons together shall fall upon 
them; the neighbour and his friend 
shall perish.
22 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, 

a people cometh from the a  north 
country, and a great nation shall be 
raised from the sides of the earth.
23 They shall lay hold on bow and 

spear; they are cruel, and have no 
mercy; their voice roareth like the 
sea; and they ride upon horses, set 
in array as men for war against 
thee, O daughter of Zion.
24 We have heard the fame thereof: 

our hands wax feeble: anguish hath 
taken hold of us, and pain, as of a 
woman in travail.
25 Go not forth into the field, nor 

walk by the way; for the sword of 
the enemy and fear is on every side.
26 ¶ O daughter of my people, gird 

thee with a  sackcloth, and wallow 
thyself in ashes: make thee mourn-
ing, as for an b  only son, most bitter 
lamentation: for the spoiler shall 
suddenly come upon us.
27 I have set thee for a tower and 

a fortress among my people, that 
thou mayest know and try their way.
28 They are all grievous revolters, 

walking with a slanders: they are brass 
and iron; they are all corrupters.
29 The bellows a  are burned, the 

lead is consumed of the fire; b  the 

founder melteth in vain: for the 
wicked are not plucked away.
30 Reprobate silver shall men call 

them, because the LORD hath re-
jected them.

CHAPTER 7
If the people of Judah repent, they will 
be preserved—The temple has become 
a den of robbers—The Lord rejects that 
generation of the people of Judah for 
their idolatries—They offer their chil-
dren as sacrifices.
THE word that came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Stand in the gate of the LORD’s 

house, and proclaim there this word, 
and say, Hear the word of the LORD, 
all ye of Judah, that enter in at these 
gates to worship the LORD.
3 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the 

God of Israel, a  Amend your ways 
and your doings, and I will cause 
you to dwell in this place.
4 Trust ye not in lying words, say-

ing, The temple of the LORD, The 
temple of the LORD, The temple of 
the LORD, are these.
5 For if ye a  throughly amend 

your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly execute judgment be-
tween a man and his neighbour;
6 If ye oppress not the a  stranger, 

the b  fatherless, and the widow, and 
shed not innocent blood in this 
place, neither walk after other gods 
to your hurt:
7 Then will I cause you to dwell 

in this place, in the land that I gave 
to your fathers, for ever and ever.
8 ¶ Behold, ye a  trust in b  lying 

words, that cannot profit.
9 Will ye steal, a  murder, and  

commit adultery, and swear falsely, 
and burn incense unto Baal, and 
b  walk after other gods whom ye 
know not;

 19 a OR calamity.  
TG Evil.

  b Prov. 1:31.
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Jer. 50:41 (41–43).
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10 And come and a stand before me 
in this house, which is called by my 
name, and say, We are delivered to 
do all these abominations?
11 Is this a  house, which is called 

by my name, become a b den of c rob-
bers in your eyes? Behold, even I 
have seen it, saith the LORD.
12 But go ye now unto my place 

which was in a  Shiloh, where I set 
my name at the first, and see what 
I did to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel.
13 And now, because ye have done 

all these works, saith the LORD, and 
I spake unto you, rising up early and 
speaking, but ye heard not; and I 
called you, but ye a  answered not;
14 Therefore will I do unto this 

a house, which is called by my name, 
wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to your 
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.
15 And I will cast you out of my 

sight, as I have cast out all your 
brethren, even the whole seed of 
Ephraim.
16 Therefore pray not thou for this 

people, neither lift up cry nor prayer 
for them, neither make intercession 
to me: for I will not a  hear thee.
17 ¶ Seest thou not what they do 

in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem?
18 The children gather wood, and 

the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead their dough, to make 
cakes to a  the queen of heaven, and 
to pour out drink offerings unto 
other gods, that they may provoke 
me to anger.
19 Do they provoke me to anger? 

saith the LORD: do they not provoke 
themselves a  to the confusion of 
their own faces?
20 Therefore thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Behold, mine a  anger and my 
fury shall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man, and upon beast, 
and upon the trees of the field, 
and upon the fruit of the ground; 
and it shall burn, and shall not be 
quenched.
21 ¶ Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Put your burnt 
offerings unto your sacrifices, and 
eat flesh.
22 For I spake not unto your 

fathers, nor commanded them in 
the day that I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt 
offerings or sacrifices:
23 But this thing commanded I 

them, saying, a  Obey my b  voice, and 
I will be your God, and ye shall be 
my people: and walk ye in all the 
ways that I have commanded you, 
that it may be well unto you.
24 But they hearkened not, nor 

inclined their ear, but walked in 
the counsels and in the a  imagina-
tion of their evil heart, and went 
b  backward, and not forward.
25 Since the day that your fathers 

came forth out of the land of Egypt 
unto this day I have even a sent unto 
you all my servants the b  prophets, 
daily rising up early and sending 
them:
26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, 

nor inclined their ear, but a  hard-
ened their neck: they did b  worse 
than their fathers.
27 Therefore thou shalt speak all 

these words unto them; but they 
will not hearken to thee: thou shalt 
also call unto them; but they will 
not answer thee.
28 But thou shalt say unto them, 

This is a nation that a  obeyeth not 
the voice of the LORD their God, 
nor receiveth correction: truth is 

 10 a D&C 88:134 (133–34).
 11 a TG Temple.
  b Matt. 21:13;  

Luke 19:46 (46–48).
  c TG Apostasy of Israel.
 12 a Josh. 18:1;  

1 Sam. 1:3;  
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such as the Babylonian 
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 19 a HEB to their shame, or 
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perished, and is cut off from their 
mouth.
29 ¶ Cut off thine hair, O Jerusa-

lem, and cast it away, and take up 
a a  lamentation on high places; for 
the LORD hath rejected and forsaken 
the generation of his wrath.
30 For the children of Judah have 

done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: 
they have set their a  abominations 
in the house which is called by my 
name, to b  pollute it.
31 And they have built the high 

places of a Tophet, which is in the val-
ley of the son of b  Hinnom, to c  burn 
their sons and their daughters in 
the d  fire; which I commanded them  
not, neither came it into my heart.
32 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be called Tophet, nor the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but 
the valley of slaughter: for they 
shall bury in Tophet, till there be 
no place.
33 And the a carcases of this people 

shall be meat for the fowls of the 
heaven, and for the beasts of the 
earth; and none shall fray them away.
34 Then will I cause to cease from 

the cities of Judah, and from the 
streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
a  mirth, and the b  voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride: for the land 
shall be c  desolate.

CHAPTER 8
Calamities will befall the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem—For them the harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and they 
are not saved.
AT that time, saith the LORD, they 
shall bring out the bones of the 
kings of Judah, and the bones of his 
princes, and the bones of the priests, 

and the bones of the prophets, and 
the bones of the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem, out of their graves:
2 And they shall spread them be-

fore the sun, and the moon, and all 
the host of heaven, whom they have 
loved, and whom they have served, 
and after whom they have walked, 
and whom they have sought, and 
whom they have a worshipped: they 
shall not be gathered, nor be b  bur-
ied; they shall be for dung upon 
the face of the earth.
3 And a  death shall be b  chosen 

rather than life by all the residue of 
them that remain of this evil fam-
ily, which remain in all the places 
whither I have driven them, saith 
the LORD of hosts.
4 ¶ Moreover thou shalt say unto 

them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall 
they fall, and not arise? shall he 
turn away, and not return?
5 Why then is this people of Jeru-

salem slidden back by a perpetual 
a  backsliding? they hold fast deceit, 
they refuse to return.
6 I hearkened and heard, but they 

spake not aright: no man repented 
him of his wickedness, saying, What 
have I done? every one turned to 
his course, as the horse rusheth into 
the battle.
7 Yea, the stork in the heaven 

knoweth her appointed times; and 
the a  turtle and the crane and the 
swallow observe the time of their 
coming; but my people b  know not 
the judgment of the LORD.
8 How do ye say, We are a  wise, and 

the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, 
certainly in vain made he it; the 
pen of the scribes is in vain.
9 The wise men are ashamed, they 

are dismayed and taken: lo, they 
have a rejected the word of the LORD; 
and what wisdom is in them?
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10 And come and a stand before me 
in this house, which is called by my 
name, and say, We are delivered to 
do all these abominations?
11 Is this a  house, which is called 

by my name, become a b den of c rob-
bers in your eyes? Behold, even I 
have seen it, saith the LORD.
12 But go ye now unto my place 

which was in a  Shiloh, where I set 
my name at the first, and see what 
I did to it for the wickedness of my 
people Israel.
13 And now, because ye have done 

all these works, saith the LORD, and 
I spake unto you, rising up early and 
speaking, but ye heard not; and I 
called you, but ye a  answered not;
14 Therefore will I do unto this 

a house, which is called by my name, 
wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to your 
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.
15 And I will cast you out of my 

sight, as I have cast out all your 
brethren, even the whole seed of 
Ephraim.
16 Therefore pray not thou for this 

people, neither lift up cry nor prayer 
for them, neither make intercession 
to me: for I will not a  hear thee.
17 ¶ Seest thou not what they do 

in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem?
18 The children gather wood, and 

the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead their dough, to make 
cakes to a  the queen of heaven, and 
to pour out drink offerings unto 
other gods, that they may provoke 
me to anger.
19 Do they provoke me to anger? 

saith the LORD: do they not provoke 
themselves a  to the confusion of 
their own faces?
20 Therefore thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Behold, mine a  anger and my 
fury shall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man, and upon beast, 
and upon the trees of the field, 
and upon the fruit of the ground; 
and it shall burn, and shall not be 
quenched.
21 ¶ Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Put your burnt 
offerings unto your sacrifices, and 
eat flesh.
22 For I spake not unto your 

fathers, nor commanded them in 
the day that I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt 
offerings or sacrifices:
23 But this thing commanded I 

them, saying, a  Obey my b  voice, and 
I will be your God, and ye shall be 
my people: and walk ye in all the 
ways that I have commanded you, 
that it may be well unto you.
24 But they hearkened not, nor 

inclined their ear, but walked in 
the counsels and in the a  imagina-
tion of their evil heart, and went 
b  backward, and not forward.
25 Since the day that your fathers 

came forth out of the land of Egypt 
unto this day I have even a sent unto 
you all my servants the b  prophets, 
daily rising up early and sending 
them:
26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, 

nor inclined their ear, but a  hard-
ened their neck: they did b  worse 
than their fathers.
27 Therefore thou shalt speak all 

these words unto them; but they 
will not hearken to thee: thou shalt 
also call unto them; but they will 
not answer thee.
28 But thou shalt say unto them, 

This is a nation that a  obeyeth not 
the voice of the LORD their God, 
nor receiveth correction: truth is 
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perished, and is cut off from their 
mouth.
29 ¶ Cut off thine hair, O Jerusa-

lem, and cast it away, and take up 
a a  lamentation on high places; for 
the LORD hath rejected and forsaken 
the generation of his wrath.
30 For the children of Judah have 

done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: 
they have set their a  abominations 
in the house which is called by my 
name, to b  pollute it.
31 And they have built the high 

places of a Tophet, which is in the val-
ley of the son of b  Hinnom, to c  burn 
their sons and their daughters in 
the d  fire; which I commanded them  
not, neither came it into my heart.
32 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be called Tophet, nor the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but 
the valley of slaughter: for they 
shall bury in Tophet, till there be 
no place.
33 And the a carcases of this people 

shall be meat for the fowls of the 
heaven, and for the beasts of the 
earth; and none shall fray them away.
34 Then will I cause to cease from 

the cities of Judah, and from the 
streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
a  mirth, and the b  voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride: for the land 
shall be c  desolate.

CHAPTER 8
Calamities will befall the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem—For them the harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and they 
are not saved.
AT that time, saith the LORD, they 
shall bring out the bones of the 
kings of Judah, and the bones of his 
princes, and the bones of the priests, 

and the bones of the prophets, and 
the bones of the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem, out of their graves:
2 And they shall spread them be-

fore the sun, and the moon, and all 
the host of heaven, whom they have 
loved, and whom they have served, 
and after whom they have walked, 
and whom they have sought, and 
whom they have a worshipped: they 
shall not be gathered, nor be b  bur-
ied; they shall be for dung upon 
the face of the earth.
3 And a  death shall be b  chosen 

rather than life by all the residue of 
them that remain of this evil fam-
ily, which remain in all the places 
whither I have driven them, saith 
the LORD of hosts.
4 ¶ Moreover thou shalt say unto 

them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall 
they fall, and not arise? shall he 
turn away, and not return?
5 Why then is this people of Jeru-

salem slidden back by a perpetual 
a  backsliding? they hold fast deceit, 
they refuse to return.
6 I hearkened and heard, but they 

spake not aright: no man repented 
him of his wickedness, saying, What 
have I done? every one turned to 
his course, as the horse rusheth into 
the battle.
7 Yea, the stork in the heaven 

knoweth her appointed times; and 
the a  turtle and the crane and the 
swallow observe the time of their 
coming; but my people b  know not 
the judgment of the LORD.
8 How do ye say, We are a  wise, and 

the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, 
certainly in vain made he it; the 
pen of the scribes is in vain.
9 The wise men are ashamed, they 

are dismayed and taken: lo, they 
have a rejected the word of the LORD; 
and what wisdom is in them?

 29 a Ezek. 19:1 (1, 14).
 30 a 2 Kgs. 21:4 (4, 7).
  b TG Sacrilege.
 31 a 2 Kgs. 23:10.
  b Josh. 18:16.
  c TG Idolatry.
  d Lev. 18:21;  

Deut. 12:31; 18:10.
 33 a Jer. 9:22; 19:7;  

Ether 9:34.
 34 a Jer. 16:9; 25:10;  

Hosea 2:11.
  b Rev. 18:23 (22–24).
  c Jer. 27:17; 44:2.
8 2 a TG Idolatry.
  b Jer. 25:33.
 3 a Rev. 9:6.
  b TG Agency.

 5 a TG Apostasy of Israel.
 7 a HEB turtle-dove.  

Song 2:12 (10–12).
  b Hel. 12:6 (6–22).
 8 a 1 Cor. 1:20 (19–20);  

2 Ne. 9:28.
 9 a TG Apostasy of Israel;  

Disobedience.



952JEREMIAH 7:10–28

10 And come and a stand before me 
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do all these abominations?
11 Is this a  house, which is called 

by my name, become a b den of c rob-
bers in your eyes? Behold, even I 
have seen it, saith the LORD.
12 But go ye now unto my place 

which was in a  Shiloh, where I set 
my name at the first, and see what 
I did to it for the wickedness of my 
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all these works, saith the LORD, and 
I spake unto you, rising up early and 
speaking, but ye heard not; and I 
called you, but ye a  answered not;
14 Therefore will I do unto this 

a house, which is called by my name, 
wherein ye trust, and unto the place 
which I gave to you and to your 
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh.
15 And I will cast you out of my 

sight, as I have cast out all your 
brethren, even the whole seed of 
Ephraim.
16 Therefore pray not thou for this 

people, neither lift up cry nor prayer 
for them, neither make intercession 
to me: for I will not a  hear thee.
17 ¶ Seest thou not what they do 

in the cities of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem?
18 The children gather wood, and 

the fathers kindle the fire, and the 
women knead their dough, to make 
cakes to a  the queen of heaven, and 
to pour out drink offerings unto 
other gods, that they may provoke 
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19 Do they provoke me to anger? 

saith the LORD: do they not provoke 
themselves a  to the confusion of 
their own faces?
20 Therefore thus saith the Lord 

GOD; Behold, mine a  anger and my 
fury shall be poured out upon this 
place, upon man, and upon beast, 
and upon the trees of the field, 
and upon the fruit of the ground; 
and it shall burn, and shall not be 
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21 ¶ Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Put your burnt 
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eat flesh.
22 For I spake not unto your 

fathers, nor commanded them in 
the day that I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt 
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23 But this thing commanded I 

them, saying, a  Obey my b  voice, and 
I will be your God, and ye shall be 
my people: and walk ye in all the 
ways that I have commanded you, 
that it may be well unto you.
24 But they hearkened not, nor 

inclined their ear, but walked in 
the counsels and in the a  imagina-
tion of their evil heart, and went 
b  backward, and not forward.
25 Since the day that your fathers 

came forth out of the land of Egypt 
unto this day I have even a sent unto 
you all my servants the b  prophets, 
daily rising up early and sending 
them:
26 Yet they hearkened not unto me, 

nor inclined their ear, but a  hard-
ened their neck: they did b  worse 
than their fathers.
27 Therefore thou shalt speak all 

these words unto them; but they 
will not hearken to thee: thou shalt 
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perished, and is cut off from their 
mouth.
29 ¶ Cut off thine hair, O Jerusa-

lem, and cast it away, and take up 
a a  lamentation on high places; for 
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30 For the children of Judah have 

done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: 
they have set their a  abominations 
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31 And they have built the high 

places of a Tophet, which is in the val-
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their sons and their daughters in 
the d  fire; which I commanded them  
not, neither came it into my heart.
32 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be called Tophet, nor the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but 
the valley of slaughter: for they 
shall bury in Tophet, till there be 
no place.
33 And the a carcases of this people 

shall be meat for the fowls of the 
heaven, and for the beasts of the 
earth; and none shall fray them away.
34 Then will I cause to cease from 

the cities of Judah, and from the 
streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
a  mirth, and the b  voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride: for the land 
shall be c  desolate.

CHAPTER 8
Calamities will befall the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem—For them the harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and they 
are not saved.
AT that time, saith the LORD, they 
shall bring out the bones of the 
kings of Judah, and the bones of his 
princes, and the bones of the priests, 

and the bones of the prophets, and 
the bones of the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem, out of their graves:
2 And they shall spread them be-

fore the sun, and the moon, and all 
the host of heaven, whom they have 
loved, and whom they have served, 
and after whom they have walked, 
and whom they have sought, and 
whom they have a worshipped: they 
shall not be gathered, nor be b  bur-
ied; they shall be for dung upon 
the face of the earth.
3 And a  death shall be b  chosen 

rather than life by all the residue of 
them that remain of this evil fam-
ily, which remain in all the places 
whither I have driven them, saith 
the LORD of hosts.
4 ¶ Moreover thou shalt say unto 

them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall 
they fall, and not arise? shall he 
turn away, and not return?
5 Why then is this people of Jeru-

salem slidden back by a perpetual 
a  backsliding? they hold fast deceit, 
they refuse to return.
6 I hearkened and heard, but they 

spake not aright: no man repented 
him of his wickedness, saying, What 
have I done? every one turned to 
his course, as the horse rusheth into 
the battle.
7 Yea, the stork in the heaven 

knoweth her appointed times; and 
the a  turtle and the crane and the 
swallow observe the time of their 
coming; but my people b  know not 
the judgment of the LORD.
8 How do ye say, We are a  wise, and 

the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, 
certainly in vain made he it; the 
pen of the scribes is in vain.
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are dismayed and taken: lo, they 
have a rejected the word of the LORD; 
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perished, and is cut off from their 
mouth.
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lem, and cast it away, and take up 
a a  lamentation on high places; for 
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the generation of his wrath.
30 For the children of Judah have 

done evil in my sight, saith the LORD: 
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in the house which is called by my 
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their sons and their daughters in 
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not, neither came it into my heart.
32 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be called Tophet, nor the 
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the valley of slaughter: for they 
shall bury in Tophet, till there be 
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shall be meat for the fowls of the 
heaven, and for the beasts of the 
earth; and none shall fray them away.
34 Then will I cause to cease from 

the cities of Judah, and from the 
streets of Jerusalem, the voice of 
a  mirth, and the b  voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride: for the land 
shall be c  desolate.

CHAPTER 8
Calamities will befall the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem—For them the harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and they 
are not saved.
AT that time, saith the LORD, they 
shall bring out the bones of the 
kings of Judah, and the bones of his 
princes, and the bones of the priests, 

and the bones of the prophets, and 
the bones of the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem, out of their graves:
2 And they shall spread them be-

fore the sun, and the moon, and all 
the host of heaven, whom they have 
loved, and whom they have served, 
and after whom they have walked, 
and whom they have sought, and 
whom they have a worshipped: they 
shall not be gathered, nor be b  bur-
ied; they shall be for dung upon 
the face of the earth.
3 And a  death shall be b  chosen 

rather than life by all the residue of 
them that remain of this evil fam-
ily, which remain in all the places 
whither I have driven them, saith 
the LORD of hosts.
4 ¶ Moreover thou shalt say unto 

them, Thus saith the LORD; Shall 
they fall, and not arise? shall he 
turn away, and not return?
5 Why then is this people of Jeru-

salem slidden back by a perpetual 
a  backsliding? they hold fast deceit, 
they refuse to return.
6 I hearkened and heard, but they 

spake not aright: no man repented 
him of his wickedness, saying, What 
have I done? every one turned to 
his course, as the horse rusheth into 
the battle.
7 Yea, the stork in the heaven 

knoweth her appointed times; and 
the a  turtle and the crane and the 
swallow observe the time of their 
coming; but my people b  know not 
the judgment of the LORD.
8 How do ye say, We are a  wise, and 

the law of the LORD is with us? Lo, 
certainly in vain made he it; the 
pen of the scribes is in vain.
9 The wise men are ashamed, they 

are dismayed and taken: lo, they 
have a rejected the word of the LORD; 
and what wisdom is in them?
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“In order to pour the utmost contempt upon the land, the victorious 
enemies dragged out of their graves, caves, and sepulchers, the 
bones of kings, princes, prophets, priests, and the principal 
inhabitants, and exposed them in the open air; so that they became, 
in the order of God’s judgments, a reproach to them in the vain 
con!dence they had in the sun, moon, and the host of heaven —all 
the planets and stars, whose worship they had set up in opposition 
to that of Jehovah. This custom of raising the bodies of the dead, 
and scattering their bones about, seems to have been general. It 
was the highest expression of hatred and contempt.” (Adam Clarke, 
The Holy Bible … with a Commentary and Critical Notes, 4:276.)
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10 Therefore will I give their wives 
unto others, and their fields to them 
that shall inherit them: for every one 
from the least even unto the great-
est is given to covetousness, from 
the prophet even unto the priest 
every one dealeth falsely.
11 For they have healed the hurt of 

the daughter of my people slightly, 
saying, Peace, peace; when there is 
no peace.
12 Were they a ashamed when they 

had committed abomination? nay, 
they were not at all ashamed, nei-
ther could they blush: therefore 
shall they fall among them that fall: 
in the time of their visitation they 
shall be b  cast down, saith the LORD.
13 ¶ I will surely a  consume them, 

saith the LORD: there shall be no 
grapes on the vine, nor figs on the 
fig tree, and the leaf shall fade; and 
the things that I have given them shall 
pass away from them.
14 Why do we sit still? assemble 

yourselves, and let us enter into 
the a  defenced cities, and let us be 
silent there: for the LORD our God 
hath put us to silence, and given 
us water of gall to drink, because 
we have sinned against the LORD.
15 We looked for a  peace, but no 

good came; and for a time of health, 
and behold trouble!
16 The snorting of his horses was 

heard from Dan: the whole land 
trembled at the sound of the neigh-
ing of his a  strong ones; for they are 
come, and have devoured the land, 
and all that is in it; the city, and 
those that dwell therein.
17 For, behold, I will send serpents, 

cockatrices, among you, which will 
not be charmed, and they shall bite 
you, saith the LORD.
18 ¶ When I would comfort my-

self against sorrow, my heart is 
faint in me.
19 Behold the voice of the cry of the 

daughter of my people because of 
them that dwell in a far country: Is 
not the LORD in Zion? is not her king 
in her? Why have they provoked me 
to a  anger with their graven images, 
and with b  strange vanities?
20 The a  harvest is past, the sum-

mer is ended, and we are not saved.
21 For the hurt of the daughter of 

my people am I hurt; I am a black; as-
tonishment hath taken hold on me.
22 Is there no a  balm in Gilead; is 

there no physician there? why then 
is not the health of the daughter of 
my people recovered?

CHAPTER 9
Jeremiah sorrows greatly because of the 
sins of the people—They will be scat-
tered among the nations and punished.
OH that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of a  tears, that 
I might b weep day and night for the 
slain of the daughter of my people!
2 Oh that I had in the wilderness 

a lodging place of wayfaring men; 
that I might leave my people, and go 
from them! for they be all adulterers, 
an assembly of treacherous men.
3 And they bend their tongues 

like their bow for a  lies: but they are 
not valiant for the truth upon the 
earth; for they proceed from evil to 
evil, and they b  know not me, saith 
the LORD.
4 Take ye heed every one of his 

neighbour, and a  trust ye not in any 
brother: for every brother will b  ut-
terly supplant, and every neighbour 
will walk with c  slanders.
5 And they will deceive every one 

his neighbour, and will not speak the  

 12 a Alma 47:36.
  b TG Punish.
 13 a 2 Ne. 26:6;  

D&C 63:34.
 14 a OR fortified.
 15 a Job 30:26;  

Isa. 59:9;  
Jer. 14:19.

 16 a Lam. 1:15.
 19 a TG Anger.

  b OR foreign idols.
 20 a D&C 45:2; 56:16;  

76:79 (71–79).
 21 a Hebrew idiom meaning 

“gloomy.”  
Joel 2:6;  
Nahum 2:10.

 22 a Jer. 46:11.
9 1 a TG Mourning.
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 3 a Ps. 64:3.
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D&C 101:16.
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2 Ne. 28:31;  
D&C 1:19.

  b OR consistently deceive.
  c TG Slander.
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Gilead was famous for its 
h e a l i n g o i n t m e n t ( s e e 
Genesis 37:25). Nevertheless, 
no healing ointment, or 
medication, was available for 
rebellious Israel. The balm of 
s a l v a t i o n c o u l d b e 
administered only through 
Israel’s Savior, Jehovah, 
whom they had rejected.
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Jeremiah 9:3–6 
3 And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they 
are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed 
from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the Lord. 
4 Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and trust ye not in 
any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every 
neighbour will walk with slanders. 
5 And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not 
speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, 
and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 
6 Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they 
refuse to know me, saith the Lord.



Jeremiah 11:9–11, 14 
9 And the Lord said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the 
men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
10 They are turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, 
which refused to hear my words; and they went after other 
gods to serve them: the house of Israel and the house of Judah 
have broken my covenant which I made with their fathers. 
11 ¶ Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon 
them, which they shall not be able to escape; and though they 
shall cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them. 

14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry 
or prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they 
cry unto me for their trouble.



Jeremiah 12:10–11 

10 Many pastors [false prophets] have destroyed my vineyard, 
they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my 
pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 
11 They have made it desolate, and being desolate it mourneth 
unto me; the whole land is made desolate, because no man 
layeth it to heart.



Jeremiah 9:13–16 
13 And the Lord saith, Because they have forsaken my law 
which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, 
neither walked therein; 
14 But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, 
and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 
15 Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, 
and give them water of gall to drink. 
16 I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither 
they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after 
them, till I have consumed them.



Jeremiah 15:5–7 

5 For who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem? or who shall 
bemoan thee? or who shall go aside to ask how thou doest? 
6 Thou hast forsaken me, saith the Lord, thou art gone 
backward: therefore will I stretch out my hand against thee, 
and destroy thee; I am weary with repenting. 
7 And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will 
bereave them of children, I will destroy my people, since they 
return not from their ways.



Jeremiah 16:13 

13 Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a land that ye 
know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and there shall ye serve 
other gods day and night; where I will not shew you favour.



Jeremiah 9:23–24 
23 ¶ Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 
24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth 
me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and 
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord.

Jacob 2:18-19 
18 But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom of God. 
19 And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye 
seek them; and ye will seek them for the intent to do good—to clothe the 
naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate the captive, and administer 
relief to the sick and the a"icted.



Jeremiah 16
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was yet day: she hath been ashamed 
and confounded: and the residue of 
them will I deliver to the sword be-
fore their enemies, saith the LORD.
10 ¶ a  Woe is me, my mother, that 

thou hast borne me a man of b  strife 
and a man of contention to the whole 
earth! I have neither lent on usury, 
nor men have lent to me on c  usury;  
yet every one of them doth curse me.
11 The LORD said, Verily it shall 

be well with thy remnant; verily 
I will cause the enemy to entreat 
thee well in the time of evil and in 
the time of affliction.
12 Shall iron break the northern 

iron and the steel?
13 Thy substance and thy trea-

sures will I give to the spoil with-
out price, and that for all thy sins, 
even in all thy borders.
14 And I will make thee to pass with 

thine enemies into a a  land which  
thou knowest not: for a fire is kin-
dled in mine anger, which shall burn 
upon you.
15 ¶ O LORD, thou knowest: re-

member me, and a  visit me, and re-
venge me of my persecutors; take 
me not away in thy longsuffering: 
know that for thy sake I have b  suf-
fered c  rebuke.
16 Thy words were found, and I 

did a  eat them; and thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart: for I am called by thy 
b  name, O LORD God of hosts.
17 I sat not in the assembly of the 

a  mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone 
because of thy hand: for thou hast 
filled me with indignation.
18 Why is my pain perpetual, and 

my wound incurable, which refus-
eth to be healed? wilt thou be al-
together unto me as a liar, and as 
waters that fail?
19 ¶ Therefore thus saith the LORD, 

If thou a return, then will I bring thee 
again, and thou shalt stand before  

me: and if thou take forth the pre-
cious from the vile, thou shalt be 
as my mouth: let them return unto 
thee; but return not thou unto them.
20 And I will make thee unto 

this people a a  fenced brasen wall:  
and they shall fight against thee, 
but they shall not prevail against 
thee: for I am with thee to b save thee 
and to deliver thee, saith the LORD.
21 And I will deliver thee out of 

the hand of the wicked, and I will 
redeem thee out of the hand of the 
terrible.

CHAPTER 16
The utter ruin of Judah is foreseen—
Israel is rejected and scattered for serv-
ing false gods—Fishers and hunters 
will gather Israel again, and the people 
will serve the Lord—The gospel is to 
be restored.
THE word of the LORD came also 
unto me, saying,
2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, 

neither shalt thou have sons or 
daughters in this place.
3 For thus saith the LORD concern-

ing the sons and concerning the 
daughters that are born in this place, 
and concerning their mothers that 
bare them, and concerning their 
fathers that begat them in this land;
4 They shall die of grievous deaths; 

they shall not be a lamented; neither 
shall they be buried; but they shall 
be as dung upon the face of the 
earth: and they shall be b  consumed 
by the sword, and by famine; and 
their c carcases shall be meat for the 
fowls of heaven, and for the beasts 
of the earth.
5 For thus saith the LORD, Enter not 

into the house of a mourning, neither 
go to lament nor bemoan them: for 
I have taken away my peace from 
this people, saith the LORD, even 
lovingkindness and mercies.

 10 a TG Despair.
  b TG Strife.
  c TG Usury.
 14 a Jer. 16:13; 17:4.
 15 a OR be mindful of me.
  b TG Suffering.
  c HEB taunts.

 16 a Ezek. 3:3 (1, 3);  
Rev. 10:10 (9–10).

  b D&C 18:27.
 17 a Ps. 1:1; 26:4.
 19 a OR repent.
 20 a HEB fortified wall of 

brass.

  b TG Protection, Divine.
16 4 a TG Mourning.
  b Jer. 14:12.
  c Deut. 28:26.
 5 a Ezek. 24:17.
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6 Both the great and the small 
shall die in this land: they shall not 
be buried, neither shall men lament 
for them, a  nor cut themselves, nor 
make themselves bald for them:
7 Neither shall men a tear themselves 

for them in mourning, to comfort 
them for the dead; neither shall 
men give them the cup of consola-
tion to drink for their father or for 
their mother.
8 Thou shalt not also go into the 

house of feasting, to sit with them 
to eat and to drink.
9 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Behold, I will cause 
to cease out of this place in your 
eyes, and in your days, the voice of 
a  mirth, and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride.
10 ¶ And it shall come to pass, 

when thou shalt shew this people 
all these words, and they shall say 
unto thee, a  Wherefore hath the 
LORD pronounced all this great evil 
against us? or what is our iniquity ? 
or what is our sin that we have com-
mitted against the LORD our God?
11 Then shalt thou say unto them, 

Because your fathers have forsaken 
me, saith the LORD, and have walked 
after other gods, and have served 
them, and have worshipped them, 
and have forsaken me, and have 
not kept my law;
12 And ye have done a  worse than 

your b  fathers; for, behold, ye walk 
every one after the c  imagination 
of his evil heart, that they may not 
hearken unto me:
13 Therefore will I a cast you out of 

this b  land into a land that ye know 
not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there shall ye serve other c  gods day 

and night; where I will not d  shew 
you favour.
14 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be said, The a  LORD liveth, 
that brought up the children of Is-
rael out of the land of Egypt;
15 But, The LORD liveth, that 

a  brought up the children of Israel 
from the land of the b  north, and 
from all the c  lands whither he had 
driven them: and I will d bring them 
again into their e  land that I gave 
unto their fathers.
16 ¶ Behold, I will send for many 

a  fishers, saith the LORD, and they 
shall fish them; and after will I send 
for many hunters, and they shall 
hunt them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks.
17 For mine eyes are upon all their 

ways: they are not hid from my 
face, neither is their a  iniquity hid 
from mine eyes.
18 And first I will a  recompense 

their iniquity and their sin b double; 
because they have c defiled my land, 
they have filled mine inheritance 
with the carcases of their detestable 
and abominable things.
19 O LORD, my strength, and my 

fortress, and my refuge in the day 
of affliction, the a  Gentiles shall 
come unto thee from the ends of 
the earth, and shall say, Surely our 
fathers have b  inherited lies, vanity, 
and things wherein there is no profit.
20 Shall a man make a  gods unto 

himself, and they are no b  gods?
21 Therefore, behold, I will this 

once cause them to know, I will 
cause them to know mine hand and 
my might; and they shall a know that 
my b  name is The LORD.
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 7 a HEB break bread.
 9 a Jer. 7:34; 25:10.
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 12 a Jer. 7:26.
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Abr. 1:16; 2:8.



963 JEREMIAH 15:10–16:5

was yet day: she hath been ashamed 
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eth to be healed? wilt thou be al-
together unto me as a liar, and as 
waters that fail?
19 ¶ Therefore thus saith the LORD, 

If thou a return, then will I bring thee 
again, and thou shalt stand before  

me: and if thou take forth the pre-
cious from the vile, thou shalt be 
as my mouth: let them return unto 
thee; but return not thou unto them.
20 And I will make thee unto 

this people a a  fenced brasen wall:  
and they shall fight against thee, 
but they shall not prevail against 
thee: for I am with thee to b save thee 
and to deliver thee, saith the LORD.
21 And I will deliver thee out of 

the hand of the wicked, and I will 
redeem thee out of the hand of the 
terrible.

CHAPTER 16
The utter ruin of Judah is foreseen—
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ing false gods—Fishers and hunters 
will gather Israel again, and the people 
will serve the Lord—The gospel is to 
be restored.
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unto me, saying,
2 Thou shalt not take thee a wife, 

neither shalt thou have sons or 
daughters in this place.
3 For thus saith the LORD concern-

ing the sons and concerning the 
daughters that are born in this place, 
and concerning their mothers that 
bare them, and concerning their 
fathers that begat them in this land;
4 They shall die of grievous deaths; 

they shall not be a lamented; neither 
shall they be buried; but they shall 
be as dung upon the face of the 
earth: and they shall be b  consumed 
by the sword, and by famine; and 
their c carcases shall be meat for the 
fowls of heaven, and for the beasts 
of the earth.
5 For thus saith the LORD, Enter not 

into the house of a mourning, neither 
go to lament nor bemoan them: for 
I have taken away my peace from 
this people, saith the LORD, even 
lovingkindness and mercies.
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be buried, neither shall men lament 
for them, a  nor cut themselves, nor 
make themselves bald for them:
7 Neither shall men a tear themselves 

for them in mourning, to comfort 
them for the dead; neither shall 
men give them the cup of consola-
tion to drink for their father or for 
their mother.
8 Thou shalt not also go into the 

house of feasting, to sit with them 
to eat and to drink.
9 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Behold, I will cause 
to cease out of this place in your 
eyes, and in your days, the voice of 
a  mirth, and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride.
10 ¶ And it shall come to pass, 

when thou shalt shew this people 
all these words, and they shall say 
unto thee, a  Wherefore hath the 
LORD pronounced all this great evil 
against us? or what is our iniquity ? 
or what is our sin that we have com-
mitted against the LORD our God?
11 Then shalt thou say unto them, 

Because your fathers have forsaken 
me, saith the LORD, and have walked 
after other gods, and have served 
them, and have worshipped them, 
and have forsaken me, and have 
not kept my law;
12 And ye have done a  worse than 

your b  fathers; for, behold, ye walk 
every one after the c  imagination 
of his evil heart, that they may not 
hearken unto me:
13 Therefore will I a cast you out of 

this b  land into a land that ye know 
not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there shall ye serve other c  gods day 

and night; where I will not d  shew 
you favour.
14 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be said, The a  LORD liveth, 
that brought up the children of Is-
rael out of the land of Egypt;
15 But, The LORD liveth, that 

a  brought up the children of Israel 
from the land of the b  north, and 
from all the c  lands whither he had 
driven them: and I will d bring them 
again into their e  land that I gave 
unto their fathers.
16 ¶ Behold, I will send for many 

a  fishers, saith the LORD, and they 
shall fish them; and after will I send 
for many hunters, and they shall 
hunt them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks.
17 For mine eyes are upon all their 

ways: they are not hid from my 
face, neither is their a  iniquity hid 
from mine eyes.
18 And first I will a  recompense 

their iniquity and their sin b double; 
because they have c defiled my land, 
they have filled mine inheritance 
with the carcases of their detestable 
and abominable things.
19 O LORD, my strength, and my 

fortress, and my refuge in the day 
of affliction, the a  Gentiles shall 
come unto thee from the ends of 
the earth, and shall say, Surely our 
fathers have b  inherited lies, vanity, 
and things wherein there is no profit.
20 Shall a man make a  gods unto 

himself, and they are no b  gods?
21 Therefore, behold, I will this 

once cause them to know, I will 
cause them to know mine hand and 
my might; and they shall a know that 
my b  name is The LORD.
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to eat and to drink.
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to cease out of this place in your 
eyes, and in your days, the voice of 
a  mirth, and the voice of gladness, 
the voice of the bridegroom, and 
the voice of the bride.
10 ¶ And it shall come to pass, 

when thou shalt shew this people 
all these words, and they shall say 
unto thee, a  Wherefore hath the 
LORD pronounced all this great evil 
against us? or what is our iniquity ? 
or what is our sin that we have com-
mitted against the LORD our God?
11 Then shalt thou say unto them, 

Because your fathers have forsaken 
me, saith the LORD, and have walked 
after other gods, and have served 
them, and have worshipped them, 
and have forsaken me, and have 
not kept my law;
12 And ye have done a  worse than 

your b  fathers; for, behold, ye walk 
every one after the c  imagination 
of his evil heart, that they may not 
hearken unto me:
13 Therefore will I a cast you out of 

this b  land into a land that ye know 
not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there shall ye serve other c  gods day 

and night; where I will not d  shew 
you favour.
14 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be said, The a  LORD liveth, 
that brought up the children of Is-
rael out of the land of Egypt;
15 But, The LORD liveth, that 

a  brought up the children of Israel 
from the land of the b  north, and 
from all the c  lands whither he had 
driven them: and I will d bring them 
again into their e  land that I gave 
unto their fathers.
16 ¶ Behold, I will send for many 

a  fishers, saith the LORD, and they 
shall fish them; and after will I send 
for many hunters, and they shall 
hunt them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks.
17 For mine eyes are upon all their 

ways: they are not hid from my 
face, neither is their a  iniquity hid 
from mine eyes.
18 And first I will a  recompense 

their iniquity and their sin b double; 
because they have c defiled my land, 
they have filled mine inheritance 
with the carcases of their detestable 
and abominable things.
19 O LORD, my strength, and my 

fortress, and my refuge in the day 
of affliction, the a  Gentiles shall 
come unto thee from the ends of 
the earth, and shall say, Surely our 
fathers have b  inherited lies, vanity, 
and things wherein there is no profit.
20 Shall a man make a  gods unto 

himself, and they are no b  gods?
21 Therefore, behold, I will this 

once cause them to know, I will 
cause them to know mine hand and 
my might; and they shall a know that 
my b  name is The LORD.
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And it came to pass that the 
Lamanites did hunt the band 
of robbers of Gadianton; and 
they did preach the word of 
God among the more wicked 
part of them, insomuch that 
this band of robbers was 
utterly destroyed from among 
the Lamanites.
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when thou shalt shew this people 
all these words, and they shall say 
unto thee, a  Wherefore hath the 
LORD pronounced all this great evil 
against us? or what is our iniquity ? 
or what is our sin that we have com-
mitted against the LORD our God?
11 Then shalt thou say unto them, 

Because your fathers have forsaken 
me, saith the LORD, and have walked 
after other gods, and have served 
them, and have worshipped them, 
and have forsaken me, and have 
not kept my law;
12 And ye have done a  worse than 

your b  fathers; for, behold, ye walk 
every one after the c  imagination 
of his evil heart, that they may not 
hearken unto me:
13 Therefore will I a cast you out of 

this b  land into a land that ye know 
not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there shall ye serve other c  gods day 

and night; where I will not d  shew 
you favour.
14 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days 

come, saith the LORD, that it shall 
no more be said, The a  LORD liveth, 
that brought up the children of Is-
rael out of the land of Egypt;
15 But, The LORD liveth, that 

a  brought up the children of Israel 
from the land of the b  north, and 
from all the c  lands whither he had 
driven them: and I will d bring them 
again into their e  land that I gave 
unto their fathers.
16 ¶ Behold, I will send for many 

a  fishers, saith the LORD, and they 
shall fish them; and after will I send 
for many hunters, and they shall 
hunt them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of the 
holes of the rocks.
17 For mine eyes are upon all their 

ways: they are not hid from my 
face, neither is their a  iniquity hid 
from mine eyes.
18 And first I will a  recompense 

their iniquity and their sin b double; 
because they have c defiled my land, 
they have filled mine inheritance 
with the carcases of their detestable 
and abominable things.
19 O LORD, my strength, and my 

fortress, and my refuge in the day 
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come unto thee from the ends of 
the earth, and shall say, Surely our 
fathers have b  inherited lies, vanity, 
and things wherein there is no profit.
20 Shall a man make a  gods unto 

himself, and they are no b  gods?
21 Therefore, behold, I will this 

once cause them to know, I will 
cause them to know mine hand and 
my might; and they shall a know that 
my b  name is The LORD.
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Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin 

“We traveled to Ghana in West Africa. There the 
Church is growing rapidly and is on very solid 
footing. … 

“As the sun was setting, we saw a large crowd of 
villagers. Young, old, and middle-aged all were 
pulling on a huge net and drawing it out of the 
water. We stopped and inquired about what they 
were doing. They were pulling in the !sh caught 
that day. In the net were large and small !sh of 
many kinds. Each villager put his hands to the net 
to help bring in the catch. The thought ran 
through my mind of the gathering of Israel in the 



water. We stopped and inquired about what they 
were doing. They were pulling in the !sh caught 
that day. In the net were large and small !sh of 
many kinds. Each villager put his hands to the net 
to help bring in the catch. The thought ran 
through my mind of the gathering of Israel in the 
last days as referred to in Jeremiah. The Lord said, 
‘I will send for many !shers … and they shall !sh 
them’ (Jeremiah 16:16). 

“That, brethren and sisters, is the mission of all of 
us as members of the Church: to put our hands on 
the net and pull in thousands of !ne men and 
women who are searching for the truth” (Joseph 
B. Wirthlin, “Pulling in the Gospel Net,” GC Oct 
1986, Ensign, Nov. 1986, 61).



President Russell M. Nelson 

“You were sent to earth at this precise time … to 
help gather Israel. There is nothing happening on 
this earth right now that is more important than 
that [gathering]. … This gathering should mean 
everything to you”  

(Russell M. Nelson and Wendy W. Nelson, “Hope of Israel” 
[worldwide youth devotional, June 3, 2018], supplement to the 
New Era and Ensign, Aug. 2018, 12, ChurchofJesusChrist.org).
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965 JEREMIAH 17:1–18

CHAPTER 17
The captivity of Judah comes because 
of sin and forsaking the Lord—Hal-
low the Sabbath day; doing so will 
save the people; otherwise they will be  
destroyed.
THE sin of Judah is written with a 
pen of iron, and with the point of 
a diamond: it is a  graven upon the 
table of their heart, and upon the 
b  horns of your altars;
2 Whilst their children remember 

their a  altars and their b  groves by 
the green trees upon the high hills.
3 O my a  mountain in the field, I 

will give thy substance and all thy 
treasures to the spoil, and thy high 
places for sin, throughout all thy 
borders.
4 And thou, even thyself, shalt dis-

continue from thine heritage that I 
gave thee; and I will cause thee to 
a  serve thine enemies in the b  land 
which thou knowest not: for ye have 
kindled a fire in mine anger, which 
shall burn for ever.
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD; a Cursed be 

the man that b  trusteth in man, and 
maketh c  flesh his arm, and whose 
heart d  departeth from the LORD.
6 For he shall be like the a heath in 

the desert, and shall not see when 
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parched places in the wilderness, 
in a b  salt land and not inhabited.
7 Blessed is the man that a  trust-

eth in the LORD, and whose b  hope 
the LORD is.
8 For he shall be as a a tree planted 

by the waters, and that spreadeth 
out her roots by the river, and shall 

not b  see when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green; and shall not be 
careful in the year of c  drought, nei-
ther shall cease from yielding fruit.
9 ¶ The heart is deceitful above 

all things, and desperately wicked: 
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man according to his d  ways, and 
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11 As the partridge sitteth on eggs, 

and hatcheth them not; so he that 
getteth a  riches, and not by right, 
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his days, and at his end shall be  
a fool.
12 ¶ A glorious high throne from 

the beginning is the place of our 
sanctuary.
13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all 

that a forsake thee shall be ashamed, 
and they that depart from me shall 
be written in the earth, because 
they have forsaken the LORD, the 
fountain of living waters.
14 a  Heal me, O LORD, and I shall 

be healed; save me, and I shall be 
saved: for thou art my b  praise.
15 ¶ Behold, they say unto me, 

Where is the word of the LORD? let 
it a  come now.
16 As for me, I have not hastened 

from being a pastor to follow thee: 
neither have I desired the woe-
ful day; thou knowest: that which 
came out of my lips was right before  
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17 Be not a terror unto me: thou 

art my a  hope in the day of evil.
18 Let them be a  confounded that 

persecute me, but let not me be 
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CHAPTER 17
The captivity of Judah comes because 
of sin and forsaking the Lord—Hal-
low the Sabbath day; doing so will 
save the people; otherwise they will be  
destroyed.
THE sin of Judah is written with a 
pen of iron, and with the point of 
a diamond: it is a  graven upon the 
table of their heart, and upon the 
b  horns of your altars;
2 Whilst their children remember 

their a  altars and their b  groves by 
the green trees upon the high hills.
3 O my a  mountain in the field, I 

will give thy substance and all thy 
treasures to the spoil, and thy high 
places for sin, throughout all thy 
borders.
4 And thou, even thyself, shalt dis-

continue from thine heritage that I 
gave thee; and I will cause thee to 
a  serve thine enemies in the b  land 
which thou knowest not: for ye have 
kindled a fire in mine anger, which 
shall burn for ever.
5 ¶ Thus saith the LORD; a Cursed be 

the man that b  trusteth in man, and 
maketh c  flesh his arm, and whose 
heart d  departeth from the LORD.
6 For he shall be like the a heath in 

the desert, and shall not see when 
good cometh; but shall inhabit the 
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in a b  salt land and not inhabited.
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not b  see when heat cometh, but her 
leaf shall be green; and shall not be 
careful in the year of c  drought, nei-
ther shall cease from yielding fruit.
9 ¶ The heart is deceitful above 

all things, and desperately wicked: 
who can know it?
10 I the LORD a  search the b  heart, 

I try the c  reins, even to give every 
man according to his d  ways, and 
according to the fruit of his doings.
11 As the partridge sitteth on eggs, 

and hatcheth them not; so he that 
getteth a  riches, and not by right, 
shall leave them in the midst of 
his days, and at his end shall be  
a fool.
12 ¶ A glorious high throne from 

the beginning is the place of our 
sanctuary.
13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all 

that a forsake thee shall be ashamed, 
and they that depart from me shall 
be written in the earth, because 
they have forsaken the LORD, the 
fountain of living waters.
14 a  Heal me, O LORD, and I shall 

be healed; save me, and I shall be 
saved: for thou art my b  praise.
15 ¶ Behold, they say unto me, 

Where is the word of the LORD? let 
it a  come now.
16 As for me, I have not hastened 

from being a pastor to follow thee: 
neither have I desired the woe-
ful day; thou knowest: that which 
came out of my lips was right before  
thee.
17 Be not a terror unto me: thou 

art my a  hope in the day of evil.
18 Let them be a  confounded that 

persecute me, but let not me be 
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be healed; save me, and I shall be 
saved: for thou art my b  praise.
15 ¶ Behold, they say unto me, 

Where is the word of the LORD? let 
it a  come now.
16 As for me, I have not hastened 

from being a pastor to follow thee: 
neither have I desired the woe-
ful day; thou knowest: that which 
came out of my lips was right before  
thee.
17 Be not a terror unto me: thou 

art my a  hope in the day of evil.
18 Let them be a  confounded that 

persecute me, but let not me be 
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confounded: let them be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed: bring 
upon them the day of evil, and de-
stroy them with b double destruction.
19 ¶ Thus said the LORD unto me; 

Go and stand in the gate of the 
children of the people, whereby 
the kings of Judah come in, and  
by the which they go out, and in 
all the gates of Jerusalem;
20 And say unto them, Hear ye 

the word of the LORD, ye kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that en-
ter in by these gates:
21 Thus saith the LORD; Take heed 

to yourselves, and bear no burden 
on the a  sabbath day, nor bring it in 
by the gates of Jerusalem;
22 Neither carry forth a burden out 

of your houses on the sabbath day, 
neither do ye any work, but hallow 
ye the sabbath day, as I commanded 
your fathers.
23 But they obeyed not, neither 

inclined their ear, but made their 
neck a stiff, that they might not hear, 
nor receive instruction.
24 And it shall come to pass, if ye 

diligently hearken unto me, saith 
the LORD, to bring in no burden 
through the gates of this city on the 
sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath 
day, to do no work therein;
25 Then shall there enter into the 

gates of this city a kings and princes 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses, 
they, and their princes, the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem: and this city shall remain  
for ever.
26 And they shall come from 

the cities of Judah, and from the  
places about Jerusalem, and from  
the land of Benjamin, and from the  
plain, and from the mountains, 
and from the south, bringing burnt 
off erings, and sacrifices, and meat  
off erings, and incense, and bringing 

sacrifices of praise, unto the house 
of the LORD.
27 But if ye will not hearken unto 

me to hallow the a  sabbath day, and 
not to bear a burden, even entering 
in at the gates of Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day; then will I kindle a 
fire in the gates thereof, and it shall 
devour the b  palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched.

CHAPTER 18
Israel is as potter’s clay in the hands 
of the Lord—If nations repent, the 
Lord withholds the evil decreed against 
them—The people of Judah will be 
scattered.
THE word which came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Arise, and go down to the a  pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause 
thee to hear my words.
3 Then I went down to the potter’s 

house, and, behold, he wrought a 
work on the wheels.
4 And the vessel that he made of 

clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter 
to make it.
5 Then the word of the LORD came 

to me, saying,
6 O house of Israel, cannot I do 

with you as this a  potter? saith the 
LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the 
potter’s hand, so are ye in mine 
hand, O house of Israel.
7 At what instant I shall speak con-

cerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, and to a  pull 
down, and to destroy it;
8 If that nation, against whom I 

have pronounced, a  turn from their 
evil, I will b  repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them.
9 And at what instant I shall speak 

concerning a nation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to build and to plant it;
10 If it do a  evil in my sight, that it  
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confounded: let them be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed: bring 
upon them the day of evil, and de-
stroy them with b double destruction.
19 ¶ Thus said the LORD unto me; 

Go and stand in the gate of the 
children of the people, whereby 
the kings of Judah come in, and  
by the which they go out, and in 
all the gates of Jerusalem;
20 And say unto them, Hear ye 

the word of the LORD, ye kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that en-
ter in by these gates:
21 Thus saith the LORD; Take heed 

to yourselves, and bear no burden 
on the a  sabbath day, nor bring it in 
by the gates of Jerusalem;
22 Neither carry forth a burden out 

of your houses on the sabbath day, 
neither do ye any work, but hallow 
ye the sabbath day, as I commanded 
your fathers.
23 But they obeyed not, neither 

inclined their ear, but made their 
neck a stiff, that they might not hear, 
nor receive instruction.
24 And it shall come to pass, if ye 

diligently hearken unto me, saith 
the LORD, to bring in no burden 
through the gates of this city on the 
sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath 
day, to do no work therein;
25 Then shall there enter into the 

gates of this city a kings and princes 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses, 
they, and their princes, the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem: and this city shall remain  
for ever.
26 And they shall come from 

the cities of Judah, and from the  
places about Jerusalem, and from  
the land of Benjamin, and from the  
plain, and from the mountains, 
and from the south, bringing burnt 
off erings, and sacrifices, and meat  
off erings, and incense, and bringing 

sacrifices of praise, unto the house 
of the LORD.
27 But if ye will not hearken unto 

me to hallow the a  sabbath day, and 
not to bear a burden, even entering 
in at the gates of Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day; then will I kindle a 
fire in the gates thereof, and it shall 
devour the b  palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched.

CHAPTER 18
Israel is as potter’s clay in the hands 
of the Lord—If nations repent, the 
Lord withholds the evil decreed against 
them—The people of Judah will be 
scattered.
THE word which came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Arise, and go down to the a  pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause 
thee to hear my words.
3 Then I went down to the potter’s 

house, and, behold, he wrought a 
work on the wheels.
4 And the vessel that he made of 

clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter 
to make it.
5 Then the word of the LORD came 

to me, saying,
6 O house of Israel, cannot I do 

with you as this a  potter? saith the 
LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the 
potter’s hand, so are ye in mine 
hand, O house of Israel.
7 At what instant I shall speak con-

cerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, and to a  pull 
down, and to destroy it;
8 If that nation, against whom I 

have pronounced, a  turn from their 
evil, I will b  repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them.
9 And at what instant I shall speak 

concerning a nation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to build and to plant it;
10 If it do a  evil in my sight, that it  
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confounded: let them be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed: bring 
upon them the day of evil, and de-
stroy them with b double destruction.
19 ¶ Thus said the LORD unto me; 

Go and stand in the gate of the 
children of the people, whereby 
the kings of Judah come in, and  
by the which they go out, and in 
all the gates of Jerusalem;
20 And say unto them, Hear ye 

the word of the LORD, ye kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that en-
ter in by these gates:
21 Thus saith the LORD; Take heed 

to yourselves, and bear no burden 
on the a  sabbath day, nor bring it in 
by the gates of Jerusalem;
22 Neither carry forth a burden out 

of your houses on the sabbath day, 
neither do ye any work, but hallow 
ye the sabbath day, as I commanded 
your fathers.
23 But they obeyed not, neither 

inclined their ear, but made their 
neck a stiff, that they might not hear, 
nor receive instruction.
24 And it shall come to pass, if ye 

diligently hearken unto me, saith 
the LORD, to bring in no burden 
through the gates of this city on the 
sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath 
day, to do no work therein;
25 Then shall there enter into the 

gates of this city a kings and princes 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses, 
they, and their princes, the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem: and this city shall remain  
for ever.
26 And they shall come from 

the cities of Judah, and from the  
places about Jerusalem, and from  
the land of Benjamin, and from the  
plain, and from the mountains, 
and from the south, bringing burnt 
off erings, and sacrifices, and meat  
off erings, and incense, and bringing 

sacrifices of praise, unto the house 
of the LORD.
27 But if ye will not hearken unto 

me to hallow the a  sabbath day, and 
not to bear a burden, even entering 
in at the gates of Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day; then will I kindle a 
fire in the gates thereof, and it shall 
devour the b  palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched.

CHAPTER 18
Israel is as potter’s clay in the hands 
of the Lord—If nations repent, the 
Lord withholds the evil decreed against 
them—The people of Judah will be 
scattered.
THE word which came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Arise, and go down to the a  pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause 
thee to hear my words.
3 Then I went down to the potter’s 

house, and, behold, he wrought a 
work on the wheels.
4 And the vessel that he made of 

clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter 
to make it.
5 Then the word of the LORD came 

to me, saying,
6 O house of Israel, cannot I do 

with you as this a  potter? saith the 
LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the 
potter’s hand, so are ye in mine 
hand, O house of Israel.
7 At what instant I shall speak con-

cerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, and to a  pull 
down, and to destroy it;
8 If that nation, against whom I 

have pronounced, a  turn from their 
evil, I will b  repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them.
9 And at what instant I shall speak 

concerning a nation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to build and to plant it;
10 If it do a  evil in my sight, that it  
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confounded: let them be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed: bring 
upon them the day of evil, and de-
stroy them with b double destruction.
19 ¶ Thus said the LORD unto me; 

Go and stand in the gate of the 
children of the people, whereby 
the kings of Judah come in, and  
by the which they go out, and in 
all the gates of Jerusalem;
20 And say unto them, Hear ye 

the word of the LORD, ye kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that en-
ter in by these gates:
21 Thus saith the LORD; Take heed 

to yourselves, and bear no burden 
on the a  sabbath day, nor bring it in 
by the gates of Jerusalem;
22 Neither carry forth a burden out 

of your houses on the sabbath day, 
neither do ye any work, but hallow 
ye the sabbath day, as I commanded 
your fathers.
23 But they obeyed not, neither 

inclined their ear, but made their 
neck a stiff, that they might not hear, 
nor receive instruction.
24 And it shall come to pass, if ye 

diligently hearken unto me, saith 
the LORD, to bring in no burden 
through the gates of this city on the 
sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath 
day, to do no work therein;
25 Then shall there enter into the 

gates of this city a kings and princes 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses, 
they, and their princes, the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem: and this city shall remain  
for ever.
26 And they shall come from 

the cities of Judah, and from the  
places about Jerusalem, and from  
the land of Benjamin, and from the  
plain, and from the mountains, 
and from the south, bringing burnt 
off erings, and sacrifices, and meat  
off erings, and incense, and bringing 

sacrifices of praise, unto the house 
of the LORD.
27 But if ye will not hearken unto 

me to hallow the a  sabbath day, and 
not to bear a burden, even entering 
in at the gates of Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day; then will I kindle a 
fire in the gates thereof, and it shall 
devour the b  palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched.
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of the Lord—If nations repent, the 
Lord withholds the evil decreed against 
them—The people of Judah will be 
scattered.
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from the LORD, saying,
2 Arise, and go down to the a  pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause 
thee to hear my words.
3 Then I went down to the potter’s 

house, and, behold, he wrought a 
work on the wheels.
4 And the vessel that he made of 

clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter 
to make it.
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confounded: let them be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed: bring 
upon them the day of evil, and de-
stroy them with b double destruction.
19 ¶ Thus said the LORD unto me; 

Go and stand in the gate of the 
children of the people, whereby 
the kings of Judah come in, and  
by the which they go out, and in 
all the gates of Jerusalem;
20 And say unto them, Hear ye 

the word of the LORD, ye kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that en-
ter in by these gates:
21 Thus saith the LORD; Take heed 

to yourselves, and bear no burden 
on the a  sabbath day, nor bring it in 
by the gates of Jerusalem;
22 Neither carry forth a burden out 

of your houses on the sabbath day, 
neither do ye any work, but hallow 
ye the sabbath day, as I commanded 
your fathers.
23 But they obeyed not, neither 

inclined their ear, but made their 
neck a stiff, that they might not hear, 
nor receive instruction.
24 And it shall come to pass, if ye 

diligently hearken unto me, saith 
the LORD, to bring in no burden 
through the gates of this city on the 
sabbath day, but hallow the sabbath 
day, to do no work therein;
25 Then shall there enter into the 

gates of this city a kings and princes 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
riding in chariots and on horses, 
they, and their princes, the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru-
salem: and this city shall remain  
for ever.
26 And they shall come from 

the cities of Judah, and from the  
places about Jerusalem, and from  
the land of Benjamin, and from the  
plain, and from the mountains, 
and from the south, bringing burnt 
off erings, and sacrifices, and meat  
off erings, and incense, and bringing 

sacrifices of praise, unto the house 
of the LORD.
27 But if ye will not hearken unto 

me to hallow the a  sabbath day, and 
not to bear a burden, even entering 
in at the gates of Jerusalem on the 
sabbath day; then will I kindle a 
fire in the gates thereof, and it shall 
devour the b  palaces of Jerusalem, 
and it shall not be quenched.

CHAPTER 18
Israel is as potter’s clay in the hands 
of the Lord—If nations repent, the 
Lord withholds the evil decreed against 
them—The people of Judah will be 
scattered.
THE word which came to Jeremiah 
from the LORD, saying,
2 Arise, and go down to the a  pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause 
thee to hear my words.
3 Then I went down to the potter’s 

house, and, behold, he wrought a 
work on the wheels.
4 And the vessel that he made of 

clay was marred in the hand of the 
potter: so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter 
to make it.
5 Then the word of the LORD came 

to me, saying,
6 O house of Israel, cannot I do 

with you as this a  potter? saith the 
LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the 
potter’s hand, so are ye in mine 
hand, O house of Israel.
7 At what instant I shall speak con-

cerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck up, and to a  pull 
down, and to destroy it;
8 If that nation, against whom I 

have pronounced, a  turn from their 
evil, I will b  repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them.
9 And at what instant I shall speak 

concerning a nation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to build and to plant it;
10 If it do a  evil in my sight, that it  

 18 b Isa. 40:2; Jer. 16:18.
 21 a TG Sabbath.
 23 a TG Stiffnecked.
 25 a Jer. 22:4.
 27 a Ezek. 22:26; 44:24.
  b OR citadels or great 

   buildings.
18 2 a Jer. 19:1 (1–2).
 6 a Isa. 45:9;  

Rom. 9:21;  
2 Ne. 27:27.

 7 a Jer. 1:10.

 8 a See JST Jer. 26:13, 19 (Jer. 
26:13 note a, 19 note a).  
TG Repent.

  b OR relent regarding the 
punishment.

 10 a Alma 9:12.

967 JEREMIAH 18:11–19:3

b  obey not my voice, then I will c  re-
pent of the d  good, wherewith I said 
I would benefit them.
11 ¶ Now therefore go to, speak 

to the men of Judah, and to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus 
saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil 
against you, and devise a device 
against you: return ye now every 
one from his evil way, and make 
your ways and your doings good.
12 And they said, There is no 

a  hope: but we will b  walk after our 
own devices, and we will every one 
do the imagination of his evil heart.
13 Therefore thus saith the LORD; 

Ask ye now among the heathen, 
who hath heard such things: the 
virgin of Israel hath done a very 
horrible thing.
14 Will a man leave the snow of 

Lebanon which cometh from the rock 
of the field? or shall the cold flow-
ing waters that come from another 
place be forsaken?
15 Because my people hath a forgot-

ten me, they have burned incense to 
b vanity, and they have caused them 
to stumble in their ways from the 
ancient paths, to walk in c  paths, in 
a way not cast up;
16 To make their land a  desolate, 

and a perpetual hissing; every one 
that passeth thereby shall be aston-
ished, and b  wag his head.
17 I will scatter them as with an 

a  east wind before the enemy; I will 
shew them the b  back, and not c  the 
face, in the day of their calamity.
18 ¶ Then said they, Come, and 

let us a  devise devices against Jere-
miah; for the law shall not perish 
from the priest, nor counsel from 
the wise, nor the word from the 
prophet. Come, and let us smite 
him with the tongue, and let us 
not give heed to any of his words.
19 Give heed to me, O LORD, and 

hearken to the voice of them that 
contend with me.
20 Shall evil be recompensed for 

good? for they have digged a pit 
for my soul. Remember that I stood 
before thee to speak good for them, 
and to turn away thy wrath from  
them.
21 Therefore deliver up their chil-

dren to the famine, and pour out 
their blood by the force of the sword; 
and let their wives be bereaved 
of their children, and be widows; 
and let their men be put to death; 
let their young men be slain by the 
sword in battle.
22 Let a cry be heard from their 

houses, when thou shalt bring a 
troop suddenly upon them: for they 
have digged a pit to take me, and 
hid snares for my feet.
23 Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their 

counsel against me to slay me: for-
give not their iniquity, neither blot 
out their sin from thy sight, but let 
them be overthrown before thee; 
deal thus with them in the time of 
thine anger.

CHAPTER 19
The Lord will bring evil upon Judah—
They sacrifice their children to Baal—In 
the siege they will eat the flesh of their 
sons and daughters.
THUS saith the LORD, Go and get a 
a  potter’s earthen bottle, and take of  
the b  ancients of the people, and  
of the ancients of the priests;
2 And go forth unto the valley of 

the son of a Hinnom, which is by the 
entry of the east gate, and proclaim 
there the words that I shall tell thee,
3 And say, Hear ye the word of the 

LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem; Thus saith the 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Behold, I will bring evil upon this 
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confounded: let them be dismayed, 
but let not me be dismayed: bring 
upon them the day of evil, and de-
stroy them with b double destruction.
19 ¶ Thus said the LORD unto me; 

Go and stand in the gate of the 
children of the people, whereby 
the kings of Judah come in, and  
by the which they go out, and in 
all the gates of Jerusalem;
20 And say unto them, Hear ye 

the word of the LORD, ye kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, that en-
ter in by these gates:
21 Thus saith the LORD; Take heed 

to yourselves, and bear no burden 
on the a  sabbath day, nor bring it in 
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22 Neither carry forth a burden out 
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neither do ye any work, but hallow 
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your fathers.
23 But they obeyed not, neither 
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CHAPTER 18
Israel is as potter’s clay in the hands 
of the Lord—If nations repent, the 
Lord withholds the evil decreed against 
them—The people of Judah will be 
scattered.
THE word which came to Jeremiah 
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2 Arise, and go down to the a  pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause 
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house, and, behold, he wrought a 
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 18 b Isa. 40:2; Jer. 16:18.
 21 a TG Sabbath.
 23 a TG Stiffnecked.
 25 a Jer. 22:4.
 27 a Ezek. 22:26; 44:24.
  b OR citadels or great 

   buildings.
18 2 a Jer. 19:1 (1–2).
 6 a Isa. 45:9;  

Rom. 9:21;  
2 Ne. 27:27.

 7 a Jer. 1:10.

 8 a See JST Jer. 26:13, 19 (Jer. 
26:13 note a, 19 note a).  
TG Repent.

  b OR relent regarding the 
punishment.

 10 a Alma 9:12.



Hugh W. Pinnock 

“The Lord explained to Jeremiah that when we make mistakes, as 
ancient Israel was making, we can take what we have marred and 
begin again. The potter did not give up and throw the clay away, just 
because he had made a mistake. And we are not to feel hopeless and 
reject ourselves. Yes, our task is to overcome our problems, take what 
we have and are, and start again. 

“Some of you who are listening have sinned in ways that are 
signi!cant, embarrassing, and destructive. Yet, by following the 
simple instruction given by the Master, you can talk with your bishop, 
when necessary, and begin again as a renewed person” (Hugh W. 
Pinnock, “Beginning Again,” GC Apr 1982, Ensign, May 1982, 12).
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b  obey not my voice, then I will c  re-
pent of the d  good, wherewith I said 
I would benefit them.
11 ¶ Now therefore go to, speak 

to the men of Judah, and to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem, saying, Thus 
saith the LORD; Behold, I frame evil 
against you, and devise a device 
against you: return ye now every 
one from his evil way, and make 
your ways and your doings good.
12 And they said, There is no 

a  hope: but we will b  walk after our 
own devices, and we will every one 
do the imagination of his evil heart.
13 Therefore thus saith the LORD; 

Ask ye now among the heathen, 
who hath heard such things: the 
virgin of Israel hath done a very 
horrible thing.
14 Will a man leave the snow of 

Lebanon which cometh from the rock 
of the field? or shall the cold flow-
ing waters that come from another 
place be forsaken?
15 Because my people hath a forgot-

ten me, they have burned incense to 
b vanity, and they have caused them 
to stumble in their ways from the 
ancient paths, to walk in c  paths, in 
a way not cast up;
16 To make their land a  desolate, 

and a perpetual hissing; every one 
that passeth thereby shall be aston-
ished, and b  wag his head.
17 I will scatter them as with an 

a  east wind before the enemy; I will 
shew them the b  back, and not c  the 
face, in the day of their calamity.
18 ¶ Then said they, Come, and 

let us a  devise devices against Jere-
miah; for the law shall not perish 
from the priest, nor counsel from 
the wise, nor the word from the 
prophet. Come, and let us smite 
him with the tongue, and let us 
not give heed to any of his words.
19 Give heed to me, O LORD, and 

hearken to the voice of them that 
contend with me.
20 Shall evil be recompensed for 

good? for they have digged a pit 
for my soul. Remember that I stood 
before thee to speak good for them, 
and to turn away thy wrath from  
them.
21 Therefore deliver up their chil-

dren to the famine, and pour out 
their blood by the force of the sword; 
and let their wives be bereaved 
of their children, and be widows; 
and let their men be put to death; 
let their young men be slain by the 
sword in battle.
22 Let a cry be heard from their 

houses, when thou shalt bring a 
troop suddenly upon them: for they 
have digged a pit to take me, and 
hid snares for my feet.
23 Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their 

counsel against me to slay me: for-
give not their iniquity, neither blot 
out their sin from thy sight, but let 
them be overthrown before thee; 
deal thus with them in the time of 
thine anger.

CHAPTER 19
The Lord will bring evil upon Judah—
They sacrifice their children to Baal—In 
the siege they will eat the flesh of their 
sons and daughters.
THUS saith the LORD, Go and get a 
a  potter’s earthen bottle, and take of  
the b  ancients of the people, and  
of the ancients of the priests;
2 And go forth unto the valley of 

the son of a Hinnom, which is by the 
entry of the east gate, and proclaim 
there the words that I shall tell thee,
3 And say, Hear ye the word of the 

LORD, O kings of Judah, and inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem; Thus saith the 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; 
Behold, I will bring evil upon this 

 10 b TG Disobedience.
  c See JST Jer. 26:13, 19 
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place, the which whosoever heareth, 
his ears shall a  tingle.
4 Because they have a forsaken me, 

and have b estranged this place, and 
have burned incense in it unto other 
c  gods, whom neither they nor their 
fathers have known, nor the kings 
of Judah, and have filled this place 
with the d  blood of innocents;
5 They have built also the high 

places of Baal, to burn their sons 
with a  fire for burnt offerings unto 
Baal, which I commanded not, nor 
spake it, neither came it into my 
mind:
6 Therefore, behold, the days come, 

saith the LORD, that this place shall 
no more be called a  Tophet, nor The 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but 
The valley of slaughter.
7 And I will make void the counsel 

of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; 
and I will cause them to fall by the 
sword before their enemies, and by 
the hands of them that seek their 
lives: and their a  carcases will I give  
to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, 
and for the beasts of the earth.
8 And I will make this city a  deso-

late, and an hissing; every one that 
passeth thereby shall be astonished 
and hiss because of all the b  plagues 
thereof.
9 And I will cause them to a eat the 

flesh of their sons and the b  flesh of 
their daughters, and they shall eat 
every one the flesh of his friend in 
the siege and straitness, wherewith 
their enemies, and they that seek 
their lives, shall c  straiten them.
10 Then shalt thou break the bot-

tle in the sight of the men that go 
with thee,
11 And shalt say unto them, Thus 

saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will 
I break this people and this city, as 

one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that 
cannot be made whole again: and 
they shall bury them in Tophet, till 
there be no place to bury.
12 Thus will I do unto this place, 

saith the LORD, and to the inhabi-
tants thereof, and even make this 
city as Tophet:
13 And the houses of Jerusalem, 

and the houses of the kings of Ju-
dah, shall be defiled as the place of 
Tophet, because of all the houses 
upon whose a roofs they have burned 
incense unto all the host of heaven, 
and have poured out drink offer-
ings unto other gods.
14 Then came Jeremiah from 

Tophet, whither the LORD had sent 
him to prophesy; and he stood in 
the court of the LORD’s house; and 
said to all the people,
15 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Behold, I will 
bring upon this city and upon all 
her towns all the evil that I have 
pronounced against it, because they 
have hardened their necks, that they 
might not hear my words.

CHAPTER 20
Jeremiah is smitten and put in the 
stocks—He prophesies that all Judah 
will be taken captive by Babylon.
NOW a  Pashur the son of b  Immer the 
priest, who was also c chief governor 
in the house of the LORD, heard that 
Jeremiah prophesied these things.
2 Then Pashur a  smote Jeremiah 

the prophet, and put him in the 
stocks that were in the high gate of 
Benjamin, which was by the house 
of the LORD.
3 And it came to pass on the mor-

row, that Pashur brought forth 
Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then  

 3 a 1 Sam. 3:11;  
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  b OR alienated.
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Lam. 2:20;  
Ezek. 5:10.
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Lam. 4:10.

  c OR distress or afflict.
 13 a 2 Kgs. 23:12;  

Zeph. 1:5.
20 1 a Jer. 21:1; 38:1.
  b 1 Chr. 24:14.
  c OR senior officer.
 2 a 1 Ne. 16:2;  

Hel. 13:24 (24–27).
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said Jeremiah unto him, The LORD 
hath not called thy name Pashur, 
but a  Magor-missabib.
4 For thus saith the LORD, Behold, 

I will make thee a terror to thyself, 
and to all thy friends: and they shall 
fall by the sword of their enemies, 
and thine eyes shall behold it: and 
I will give all Judah into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall 
carry them a  captive into Babylon, 
and shall slay them with the sword.
5 Moreover I will deliver all the 

a  strength of this city, and all the la-
bours thereof, and all the b  precious 
things thereof, and all the treasures 
of the kings of Judah will I give into 
the hand of their enemies, which 
shall spoil them, and take them, 
and carry them to c  Babylon.
6 And thou, Pashur, and all that 

dwell in thine house shall go into 
captivity: and thou shalt come to 
Babylon, and there thou shalt die, 
and shalt be buried there, thou, and 
all thy friends, to whom thou hast 
prophesied a  lies.
7 ¶ O LORD, thou hast a  deceived 

me, and I was deceived: thou art 
stronger than I, and hast prevailed: 
I am in b  derision daily, every one 
mocketh me.
8 For since I spake, I cried out, I 

cried a  violence and spoil; because 
the word of the LORD was made a 
reproach unto me, and a derision, 
daily.
9 Then I said, I will not make men-

tion of him, nor speak any more in 
his name. But his word was in mine 
heart as a a  burning fire shut up in 
my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I could not b  stay.
10 ¶ For I heard the a  defaming of 

many, fear on every side. Report, 
say they, and we will report it. All 
my b  familiars watched for my halt-
ing, saying, Peradventure he will 

be enticed, and we shall prevail 
against him, and we shall take our 
revenge on him.
11 But the LORD is with me as a 

mighty terrible one: therefore my 
persecutors shall stumble, and they 
shall not a  prevail: they shall be 
greatly ashamed; for they shall not 
prosper: their everlasting b confusion 
shall never be forgotten.
12 But, O LORD of hosts, that a triest 

the righteous, and seest the b  reins 
and the heart, let me see thy ven-
geance on them: for unto thee have 
I opened my cause.
13 Sing unto the LORD, praise ye 

the LORD: for he hath delivered the 
soul of the poor from the hand of 
evildoers.
14 ¶ a  Cursed be the day wherein I 

was born: let not the day wherein 
my mother bare me be blessed.
15 Cursed be the man who brought 

tidings to my father, saying, A man 
child is born unto thee; making 
him very glad.
16 And let that man be as the cit-

ies which the LORD a overthrew, and 
repented not: and let him hear the 
cry in the morning, and the shout-
ing at noontide;
17 Because he slew me not from 

the womb; or that my mother might 
have been my grave, and her womb 
to be always great with me.
18 Wherefore came I forth out of 

the womb to see labour and a sorrow, 
that my days should be consumed 
with shame?

CHAPTER 21
Jeremiah foretells the siege, captiv-
ity, and destruction of Jerusalem— 
Zedekiah is to be taken captive by 
Nebuchadrezzar.
THE word which came unto a  Jere-
miah from the LORD, when king  

 3 a IE Terror all around.
 4 a 1 Ne. 1:13 (11–14).
 5 a HEB provision or goods.
  b Ezek. 22:25.
  c 2 Kgs. 24:12 (12–16);  

25:13 (13–17).
 6 a TG Lying.
 7 a HEB persuaded.

  b Lam. 3:14.  
TG Despair;  
Suffering.

 8 a Jer. 6:7.
 9 a Ps. 39:3; 3 Ne. 11:3.
  b Acts 4:20; Ether 12:2.
 10 a Ps. 31:13.
  b OR familiar friends.

 11 a TG Protection, Divine.
  b OR disgrace.
 12 a TG Test.
  b HEB inward parts.
 14 a Job 3:3 (3–4).
 16 a Isa. 13:19 (19–20).
 18 a TG Sorrow.
21 1 a 2 Chr. 36:12 (10–13).
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Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 

 1 b Jer. 20:1; 38:1.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 25:1;  

Jer. 43:10.
 4 a OR outside.
 5 a Deut. 4:34.
 7 a 1 Ne. 1:4 (4, 13).
  b TG Israel, Bondage of, in 

Other Lands.
  c Deut. 28:50.
 8 a Deut. 30:15;  

Matt. 7:14 (13–14);  
1 Ne. 14:7.

 9 a OR surrenders.
  b Jer. 39:18; 45:5.

 10 a Lev. 20:5;  
Jer. 44:11.

  b Amos 9:4.
  c Jer. 34:2; 38:3; 52:13.
 13 a 2 Ne. 28:21 (21–25).
22 3 a TG Justice.
  b Jer. 7:6.
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place, the which whosoever heareth, 
his ears shall a  tingle.
4 Because they have a forsaken me, 

and have b estranged this place, and 
have burned incense in it unto other 
c  gods, whom neither they nor their 
fathers have known, nor the kings 
of Judah, and have filled this place 
with the d  blood of innocents;
5 They have built also the high 

places of Baal, to burn their sons 
with a  fire for burnt offerings unto 
Baal, which I commanded not, nor 
spake it, neither came it into my 
mind:
6 Therefore, behold, the days come, 

saith the LORD, that this place shall 
no more be called a  Tophet, nor The 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but 
The valley of slaughter.
7 And I will make void the counsel 

of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; 
and I will cause them to fall by the 
sword before their enemies, and by 
the hands of them that seek their 
lives: and their a  carcases will I give  
to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, 
and for the beasts of the earth.
8 And I will make this city a  deso-

late, and an hissing; every one that 
passeth thereby shall be astonished 
and hiss because of all the b  plagues 
thereof.
9 And I will cause them to a eat the 

flesh of their sons and the b  flesh of 
their daughters, and they shall eat 
every one the flesh of his friend in 
the siege and straitness, wherewith 
their enemies, and they that seek 
their lives, shall c  straiten them.
10 Then shalt thou break the bot-

tle in the sight of the men that go 
with thee,
11 And shalt say unto them, Thus 

saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will 
I break this people and this city, as 

one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that 
cannot be made whole again: and 
they shall bury them in Tophet, till 
there be no place to bury.
12 Thus will I do unto this place, 

saith the LORD, and to the inhabi-
tants thereof, and even make this 
city as Tophet:
13 And the houses of Jerusalem, 

and the houses of the kings of Ju-
dah, shall be defiled as the place of 
Tophet, because of all the houses 
upon whose a roofs they have burned 
incense unto all the host of heaven, 
and have poured out drink offer-
ings unto other gods.
14 Then came Jeremiah from 

Tophet, whither the LORD had sent 
him to prophesy; and he stood in 
the court of the LORD’s house; and 
said to all the people,
15 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel; Behold, I will 
bring upon this city and upon all 
her towns all the evil that I have 
pronounced against it, because they 
have hardened their necks, that they 
might not hear my words.

CHAPTER 20
Jeremiah is smitten and put in the 
stocks—He prophesies that all Judah 
will be taken captive by Babylon.
NOW a  Pashur the son of b  Immer the 
priest, who was also c chief governor 
in the house of the LORD, heard that 
Jeremiah prophesied these things.
2 Then Pashur a  smote Jeremiah 

the prophet, and put him in the 
stocks that were in the high gate of 
Benjamin, which was by the house 
of the LORD.
3 And it came to pass on the mor-

row, that Pashur brought forth 
Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then  

 3 a 1 Sam. 3:11;  
2 Kgs. 21:12.

 4 a Jer. 1:16.
  b OR alienated.
  c TG Idolatry.
  d Jer. 2:34 (31–37).
 5 a Lev. 18:21;  

Jer. 32:35;  
Morm. 4:14.

 6 a 2 Kgs. 23:10.

 7 a Jer. 7:33;  
Alma 16:10.

 8 a Jer. 18:16.
  b TG Plague.
 9 a Lev. 26:29;  

Deut. 28:53;  
Lam. 2:20;  
Ezek. 5:10.

  b Isa. 9:20;  
Lam. 4:10.

  c OR distress or afflict.
 13 a 2 Kgs. 23:12;  

Zeph. 1:5.
20 1 a Jer. 21:1; 38:1.
  b 1 Chr. 24:14.
  c OR senior officer.
 2 a 1 Ne. 16:2;  

Hel. 13:24 (24–27).
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said Jeremiah unto him, The LORD 
hath not called thy name Pashur, 
but a  Magor-missabib.
4 For thus saith the LORD, Behold, 

I will make thee a terror to thyself, 
and to all thy friends: and they shall 
fall by the sword of their enemies, 
and thine eyes shall behold it: and 
I will give all Judah into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall 
carry them a  captive into Babylon, 
and shall slay them with the sword.
5 Moreover I will deliver all the 

a  strength of this city, and all the la-
bours thereof, and all the b  precious 
things thereof, and all the treasures 
of the kings of Judah will I give into 
the hand of their enemies, which 
shall spoil them, and take them, 
and carry them to c  Babylon.
6 And thou, Pashur, and all that 

dwell in thine house shall go into 
captivity: and thou shalt come to 
Babylon, and there thou shalt die, 
and shalt be buried there, thou, and 
all thy friends, to whom thou hast 
prophesied a  lies.
7 ¶ O LORD, thou hast a  deceived 

me, and I was deceived: thou art 
stronger than I, and hast prevailed: 
I am in b  derision daily, every one 
mocketh me.
8 For since I spake, I cried out, I 

cried a  violence and spoil; because 
the word of the LORD was made a 
reproach unto me, and a derision, 
daily.
9 Then I said, I will not make men-

tion of him, nor speak any more in 
his name. But his word was in mine 
heart as a a  burning fire shut up in 
my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I could not b  stay.
10 ¶ For I heard the a  defaming of 

many, fear on every side. Report, 
say they, and we will report it. All 
my b  familiars watched for my halt-
ing, saying, Peradventure he will 

be enticed, and we shall prevail 
against him, and we shall take our 
revenge on him.
11 But the LORD is with me as a 

mighty terrible one: therefore my 
persecutors shall stumble, and they 
shall not a  prevail: they shall be 
greatly ashamed; for they shall not 
prosper: their everlasting b confusion 
shall never be forgotten.
12 But, O LORD of hosts, that a triest 

the righteous, and seest the b  reins 
and the heart, let me see thy ven-
geance on them: for unto thee have 
I opened my cause.
13 Sing unto the LORD, praise ye 

the LORD: for he hath delivered the 
soul of the poor from the hand of 
evildoers.
14 ¶ a  Cursed be the day wherein I 

was born: let not the day wherein 
my mother bare me be blessed.
15 Cursed be the man who brought 

tidings to my father, saying, A man 
child is born unto thee; making 
him very glad.
16 And let that man be as the cit-

ies which the LORD a overthrew, and 
repented not: and let him hear the 
cry in the morning, and the shout-
ing at noontide;
17 Because he slew me not from 

the womb; or that my mother might 
have been my grave, and her womb 
to be always great with me.
18 Wherefore came I forth out of 

the womb to see labour and a sorrow, 
that my days should be consumed 
with shame?

CHAPTER 21
Jeremiah foretells the siege, captiv-
ity, and destruction of Jerusalem— 
Zedekiah is to be taken captive by 
Nebuchadrezzar.
THE word which came unto a  Jere-
miah from the LORD, when king  

 3 a IE Terror all around.
 4 a 1 Ne. 1:13 (11–14).
 5 a HEB provision or goods.
  b Ezek. 22:25.
  c 2 Kgs. 24:12 (12–16);  

25:13 (13–17).
 6 a TG Lying.
 7 a HEB persuaded.

  b Lam. 3:14.  
TG Despair;  
Suffering.

 8 a Jer. 6:7.
 9 a Ps. 39:3; 3 Ne. 11:3.
  b Acts 4:20; Ether 12:2.
 10 a Ps. 31:13.
  b OR familiar friends.

 11 a TG Protection, Divine.
  b OR disgrace.
 12 a TG Test.
  b HEB inward parts.
 14 a Job 3:3 (3–4).
 16 a Isa. 13:19 (19–20).
 18 a TG Sorrow.
21 1 a 2 Chr. 36:12 (10–13).



Elder Je"rey R. Holland 

“So here we have the burden of those called to bear the messianic 
message. In addition to teaching, encouraging, and cheering people 
on (that is the pleasant part of discipleship), from time to time these 
same messengers are called upon to worry, to warn, and sometimes 
just to weep (that is the painful part of discipleship). They know full 
well that the road leading to the promised land ‘#owing with milk and 
honey’ [Exodus 3:8] of necessity runs by way of Mount Sinai, #owing 
with ‘thou shalts’ and ‘thou shalt nots’ [see Exodus 20:3–17]. 

“Unfortunately, messengers of divinely mandated commandments 
are often no more popular today than they were anciently” (“The Cost—
and Blessings—of Discipleship,” GC Apr 2014, Ensign or Liahona, May 2014, 7).
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said Jeremiah unto him, The LORD 
hath not called thy name Pashur, 
but a  Magor-missabib.
4 For thus saith the LORD, Behold, 

I will make thee a terror to thyself, 
and to all thy friends: and they shall 
fall by the sword of their enemies, 
and thine eyes shall behold it: and 
I will give all Judah into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall 
carry them a  captive into Babylon, 
and shall slay them with the sword.
5 Moreover I will deliver all the 

a  strength of this city, and all the la-
bours thereof, and all the b  precious 
things thereof, and all the treasures 
of the kings of Judah will I give into 
the hand of their enemies, which 
shall spoil them, and take them, 
and carry them to c  Babylon.
6 And thou, Pashur, and all that 

dwell in thine house shall go into 
captivity: and thou shalt come to 
Babylon, and there thou shalt die, 
and shalt be buried there, thou, and 
all thy friends, to whom thou hast 
prophesied a  lies.
7 ¶ O LORD, thou hast a  deceived 

me, and I was deceived: thou art 
stronger than I, and hast prevailed: 
I am in b  derision daily, every one 
mocketh me.
8 For since I spake, I cried out, I 

cried a  violence and spoil; because 
the word of the LORD was made a 
reproach unto me, and a derision, 
daily.
9 Then I said, I will not make men-

tion of him, nor speak any more in 
his name. But his word was in mine 
heart as a a  burning fire shut up in 
my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I could not b  stay.
10 ¶ For I heard the a  defaming of 

many, fear on every side. Report, 
say they, and we will report it. All 
my b  familiars watched for my halt-
ing, saying, Peradventure he will 

be enticed, and we shall prevail 
against him, and we shall take our 
revenge on him.
11 But the LORD is with me as a 

mighty terrible one: therefore my 
persecutors shall stumble, and they 
shall not a  prevail: they shall be 
greatly ashamed; for they shall not 
prosper: their everlasting b confusion 
shall never be forgotten.
12 But, O LORD of hosts, that a triest 

the righteous, and seest the b  reins 
and the heart, let me see thy ven-
geance on them: for unto thee have 
I opened my cause.
13 Sing unto the LORD, praise ye 

the LORD: for he hath delivered the 
soul of the poor from the hand of 
evildoers.
14 ¶ a  Cursed be the day wherein I 

was born: let not the day wherein 
my mother bare me be blessed.
15 Cursed be the man who brought 

tidings to my father, saying, A man 
child is born unto thee; making 
him very glad.
16 And let that man be as the cit-

ies which the LORD a overthrew, and 
repented not: and let him hear the 
cry in the morning, and the shout-
ing at noontide;
17 Because he slew me not from 

the womb; or that my mother might 
have been my grave, and her womb 
to be always great with me.
18 Wherefore came I forth out of 

the womb to see labour and a sorrow, 
that my days should be consumed 
with shame?

CHAPTER 21
Jeremiah foretells the siege, captiv-
ity, and destruction of Jerusalem— 
Zedekiah is to be taken captive by 
Nebuchadrezzar.
THE word which came unto a  Jere-
miah from the LORD, when king  

 3 a IE Terror all around.
 4 a 1 Ne. 1:13 (11–14).
 5 a HEB provision or goods.
  b Ezek. 22:25.
  c 2 Kgs. 24:12 (12–16);  

25:13 (13–17).
 6 a TG Lying.
 7 a HEB persuaded.

  b Lam. 3:14.  
TG Despair;  
Suffering.

 8 a Jer. 6:7.
 9 a Ps. 39:3; 3 Ne. 11:3.
  b Acts 4:20; Ether 12:2.
 10 a Ps. 31:13.
  b OR familiar friends.

 11 a TG Protection, Divine.
  b OR disgrace.
 12 a TG Test.
  b HEB inward parts.
 14 a Job 3:3 (3–4).
 16 a Isa. 13:19 (19–20).
 18 a TG Sorrow.
21 1 a 2 Chr. 36:12 (10–13).
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Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 

 1 b Jer. 20:1; 38:1.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 25:1;  

Jer. 43:10.
 4 a OR outside.
 5 a Deut. 4:34.
 7 a 1 Ne. 1:4 (4, 13).
  b TG Israel, Bondage of, in 

Other Lands.
  c Deut. 28:50.
 8 a Deut. 30:15;  

Matt. 7:14 (13–14);  
1 Ne. 14:7.

 9 a OR surrenders.
  b Jer. 39:18; 45:5.

 10 a Lev. 20:5;  
Jer. 44:11.

  b Amos 9:4.
  c Jer. 34:2; 38:3; 52:13.
 13 a 2 Ne. 28:21 (21–25).
22 3 a TG Justice.
  b Jer. 7:6.
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Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 

 1 b Jer. 20:1; 38:1.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 25:1;  

Jer. 43:10.
 4 a OR outside.
 5 a Deut. 4:34.
 7 a 1 Ne. 1:4 (4, 13).
  b TG Israel, Bondage of, in 

Other Lands.
  c Deut. 28:50.
 8 a Deut. 30:15;  

Matt. 7:14 (13–14);  
1 Ne. 14:7.

 9 a OR surrenders.
  b Jer. 39:18; 45:5.

 10 a Lev. 20:5;  
Jer. 44:11.

  b Amos 9:4.
  c Jer. 34:2; 38:3; 52:13.
 13 a 2 Ne. 28:21 (21–25).
22 3 a TG Justice.
  b Jer. 7:6.



970JEREMIAH 21:2–22:3

Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 

 1 b Jer. 20:1; 38:1.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 25:1;  

Jer. 43:10.
 4 a OR outside.
 5 a Deut. 4:34.
 7 a 1 Ne. 1:4 (4, 13).
  b TG Israel, Bondage of, in 

Other Lands.
  c Deut. 28:50.
 8 a Deut. 30:15;  

Matt. 7:14 (13–14);  
1 Ne. 14:7.

 9 a OR surrenders.
  b Jer. 39:18; 45:5.

 10 a Lev. 20:5;  
Jer. 44:11.

  b Amos 9:4.
  c Jer. 34:2; 38:3; 52:13.
 13 a 2 Ne. 28:21 (21–25).
22 3 a TG Justice.
  b Jer. 7:6.
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Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 

 1 b Jer. 20:1; 38:1.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 25:1;  

Jer. 43:10.
 4 a OR outside.
 5 a Deut. 4:34.
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Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 

 1 b Jer. 20:1; 38:1.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 25:1;  

Jer. 43:10.
 4 a OR outside.
 5 a Deut. 4:34.
 7 a 1 Ne. 1:4 (4, 13).
  b TG Israel, Bondage of, in 

Other Lands.
  c Deut. 28:50.
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fatherless, nor the widow, neither 
shed innocent c  blood in this place.
4 For if ye do this thing indeed, 

then shall there enter in by the 
gates of this house a  kings sitting 
upon the throne of David, riding 
in chariots and on horses, he, and 
his servants, and his people.
5 But if ye will not hear these 

words, I a  swear by myself, saith the 
LORD, that this house shall become 
a b  desolation.
6 For thus saith the LORD unto 

the king’s house of Judah; Thou 
art Gilead unto me, and the head 
of Lebanon: yet surely I will make 
thee a wilderness, and cities which 
are not inhabited.
7 And I will prepare destroyers 

against thee, every one with his 
weapons: and they shall cut down 
thy choice a  cedars, and cast them 
into the fire.
8 And many nations shall pass by 

this city, and they shall say every 
man to his neighbour, Wherefore 
hath the LORD a  done thus unto this 
great city ?
9 Then they shall answer, Because 

they have a forsaken the covenant of 
the LORD their God, and worshipped 
other gods, and served them.
10 ¶ Weep ye not for the dead, nei-

ther bemoan him: but weep sore for 
him that goeth away: for he shall 
return no more, nor see his native 
country.
11 For thus saith the LORD touch-

ing a  Shallum the son of Josiah king 
of Judah, which reigned instead of 
Josiah his father, which went forth 
out of this place; He shall not re-
turn thither any more:
12 But he shall die in the place 

whither they have led him captive, 
and shall see this land no more.
13 ¶ a  Woe unto him that buildeth 

his house by b  unrighteousness, and 
his chambers by wrong; that useth 

his neighbour’s service without 
c  wages, and giveth him not for his 
work;
14 That saith, I will build me a 

wide house and large chambers, 
and cutteth him out windows; and 
it is ceiled with cedar, and painted 
with vermilion.
15 Shalt thou reign, because thou 

closest thyself in cedar? did not thy 
a  father eat and drink, and do judg-
ment and justice, and then it was 
well with him?
16 He judged the cause of the 

poor and needy; then it was well 
with him: was not this to know me? 
saith the LORD.
17 But thine eyes and thine heart 

are not but for thy covetousness, 
and for to shed innocent blood, and 
for oppression, and for violence, to  
do it.
18 Therefore thus saith the LORD 

concerning Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah; They shall 
not lament for him, saying, Ah my 
brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not 
lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, 
Ah his glory!
19 He shall be a  buried with the 

burial of an ass, drawn and cast 
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.
20 ¶ Go up to Lebanon, and cry; 

and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and 
cry from the passages: for all thy 
lovers are destroyed.
21 I spake unto thee in thy pros-

perity; but thou saidst, I will not 
hear. This hath been thy manner 
from thy youth, that thou a obeyedst  
not my voice.
22 The wind shall eat up all thy 

pastors, and thy a lovers shall go into 
captivity: surely then shalt thou be 
ashamed and confounded for all 
thy wickedness.
23 O inhabitant of Lebanon, that 

makest thy nest in the cedars, how 
a gracious shalt thou be when pangs 

 3 c D&C 132:19.
 4 a Jer. 17:25.
 5 a Amos 6:8.
  b Ps. 69:25;  

Jer. 12:7;  
Matt. 23:38;  
Luke 13:35.

 7 a Isa. 37:24.
 8 a 1 Kgs. 9:8.
 9 a Deut. 29:25.
 11 a 1 Chr. 3:15.
 13 a James 5:4 (1–6).
  b 2 Kgs. 23:37;  

Ezek. 19:6.

  c TG Wages.
 15 a 2 Kgs. 23:25.
 19 a Eccl. 6:3.
 21 a TG Disobedience.
 22 a Lam. 1:2.
 23 a HEB pitied.
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come upon thee, the pain as of a 
woman in travail!
24 As I live, saith the LORD, though 

a  Coniah the son of b  Jehoiakim king 
of Judah were the signet upon my 
right hand, yet would I pluck thee 
thence;
25 And I will a  give thee into the 

hand of them that seek thy life, and 
into the hand of them whose face 
thou fearest, even into the hand of 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
and into the hand of the Chaldeans.
26 And I will cast thee out, and thy 

mother that bare thee, into another 
country, where ye were not born; 
and there shall ye die.
27 But to the land whereunto they 

desire to return, thither shall they 
not return.
28 Is this man Coniah a despised 

broken idol? is he a a  vessel wherein 
is no pleasure? wherefore are they 
cast out, he and his seed, and are cast 
into a land which they know not?
29 O earth, earth, earth, hear the 

a  word of the LORD.
30 Thus saith the LORD, a  Write 

ye this man childless, a man that 
shall not prosper in his days: for 
no man of his seed shall prosper, 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
and ruling any more in Judah.

CHAPTER 23
The remnants of Israel will be gathered 
in the last days—The Branch, who is 
the King (the Messiah), will reign in 
righteousness—False prophets who 
teach lies will be cursed.
WOE be unto the a  pastors that de-
stroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! saith the LORD.

2 Therefore thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel against the pastors 
that feed my people; Ye have scat-
tered my flock, and driven them 
away, and have not a  visited them: 
behold, I will visit upon you the evil  
of your doings, saith the LORD.
3 And I will a  gather the b  remnant 

of my flock out of all countries 
whither I have driven them, and  
will bring them again to their 
folds; and they shall be fruitful and  
increase.
4 And I will set up a  shepherds 

over them which shall feed them: 
and they shall fear no more, nor 
be dismayed, neither shall they be 
lacking, saith the LORD.
5 ¶ Behold, the days come, saith 

the LORD, that I will raise unto a  Da-
vid a righteous b Branch, and a c King 
shall d  reign and prosper, and shall 
execute e  judgment and f  justice in 
the earth.
6 In his days Judah shall be saved, 

and Israel shall dwell a  safely: 
and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR  
b  RIGHTEOUSNESS.
7 Therefore, behold, the days come, 

saith the LORD, that they shall no 
more say, The LORD liveth, which 
brought up the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt;
8 But, The LORD liveth, which 

brought up and which led the seed 
of the house of Israel out of the 
a  north country, and from all coun-
tries whither I had driven them; and 
they shall dwell in their own land.
9 ¶ Mine a  heart within me is bro-

ken because of the prophets; all my 
bones shake; I am like a drunken 
man, and like a man whom wine 

 24 a Jer. 37:1.
  b 2 Kgs. 24:6;  

1 Chr. 3:16.
 25 a Jer. 34:20.
 28 a Ps. 31:12; Jer. 48:38;  

Hosea 8:8.
 29 a D&C 1:2 (1–2).
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23 1 a Jer. 25:34;  

Zech. 11:17.
 2 a IE been mindful of.
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 5 a TG Jesus Christ, Davidic 

Descent of.
  b Isa. 4:2; 11:1; 32:1;  

Jer. 30:9;  
Ezek. 34:24 (23–24).  
TG Jesus Christ, 
Prophecies about.

  c Matt. 2:2.  
TG Jesus Christ, 
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  d TG Jesus Christ, 
Millennial Reign.

  e TG Jesus Christ, Judge;  
Judgment.
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Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 
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  c Deut. 28:50.
 8 a Deut. 30:15;  

Matt. 7:14 (13–14);  
1 Ne. 14:7.

 9 a OR surrenders.
  b Jer. 39:18; 45:5.

 10 a Lev. 20:5;  
Jer. 44:11.

  b Amos 9:4.
  c Jer. 34:2; 38:3; 52:13.
 13 a 2 Ne. 28:21 (21–25).
22 3 a TG Justice.
  b Jer. 7:6.
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fatherless, nor the widow, neither 
shed innocent c  blood in this place.
4 For if ye do this thing indeed, 

then shall there enter in by the 
gates of this house a  kings sitting 
upon the throne of David, riding 
in chariots and on horses, he, and 
his servants, and his people.
5 But if ye will not hear these 

words, I a  swear by myself, saith the 
LORD, that this house shall become 
a b  desolation.
6 For thus saith the LORD unto 

the king’s house of Judah; Thou 
art Gilead unto me, and the head 
of Lebanon: yet surely I will make 
thee a wilderness, and cities which 
are not inhabited.
7 And I will prepare destroyers 

against thee, every one with his 
weapons: and they shall cut down 
thy choice a  cedars, and cast them 
into the fire.
8 And many nations shall pass by 

this city, and they shall say every 
man to his neighbour, Wherefore 
hath the LORD a  done thus unto this 
great city ?
9 Then they shall answer, Because 

they have a forsaken the covenant of 
the LORD their God, and worshipped 
other gods, and served them.
10 ¶ Weep ye not for the dead, nei-

ther bemoan him: but weep sore for 
him that goeth away: for he shall 
return no more, nor see his native 
country.
11 For thus saith the LORD touch-

ing a  Shallum the son of Josiah king 
of Judah, which reigned instead of 
Josiah his father, which went forth 
out of this place; He shall not re-
turn thither any more:
12 But he shall die in the place 

whither they have led him captive, 
and shall see this land no more.
13 ¶ a  Woe unto him that buildeth 

his house by b  unrighteousness, and 
his chambers by wrong; that useth 

his neighbour’s service without 
c  wages, and giveth him not for his 
work;
14 That saith, I will build me a 

wide house and large chambers, 
and cutteth him out windows; and 
it is ceiled with cedar, and painted 
with vermilion.
15 Shalt thou reign, because thou 

closest thyself in cedar? did not thy 
a  father eat and drink, and do judg-
ment and justice, and then it was 
well with him?
16 He judged the cause of the 

poor and needy; then it was well 
with him: was not this to know me? 
saith the LORD.
17 But thine eyes and thine heart 

are not but for thy covetousness, 
and for to shed innocent blood, and 
for oppression, and for violence, to  
do it.
18 Therefore thus saith the LORD 

concerning Jehoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah; They shall 
not lament for him, saying, Ah my 
brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not 
lament for him, saying, Ah lord! or, 
Ah his glory!
19 He shall be a  buried with the 

burial of an ass, drawn and cast 
forth beyond the gates of Jerusalem.
20 ¶ Go up to Lebanon, and cry; 

and lift up thy voice in Bashan, and 
cry from the passages: for all thy 
lovers are destroyed.
21 I spake unto thee in thy pros-

perity; but thou saidst, I will not 
hear. This hath been thy manner 
from thy youth, that thou a obeyedst  
not my voice.
22 The wind shall eat up all thy 

pastors, and thy a lovers shall go into 
captivity: surely then shalt thou be 
ashamed and confounded for all 
thy wickedness.
23 O inhabitant of Lebanon, that 

makest thy nest in the cedars, how 
a gracious shalt thou be when pangs 

 3 c D&C 132:19.
 4 a Jer. 17:25.
 5 a Amos 6:8.
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Zedekiah sent unto him b Pashur the 
son of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the 
son of Maaseiah the priest, saying,
2 Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD 

for us; for a  Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon maketh war against us; if 
so be that the LORD will deal with 
us according to all his wondrous 
works, that he may go up from us.
3 ¶ Then said Jeremiah unto them, 

Thus shall ye say to Zedekiah:
4 Thus saith the LORD God of Israel; 

Behold, I will turn back the weap-
ons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king 
of Babylon, and against the Chal-
deans, which besiege you a  without 
the walls, and I will assemble them 
into the midst of this city.
5 And I myself will fight against 

you with an a outstretched hand and 
with a strong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath.
6 And I will smite the inhabitants 

of this city, both man and beast: 
they shall die of a great pestilence.
7 And afterward, saith the LORD, 

I will deliver a  Zedekiah king of 
Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as are left in this 
city from the pestilence, from the 
sword, and from the famine, into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king 
of b  Babylon, and into the hand of 
their enemies, and into the hand 
of those that seek their life: and he 
shall smite them with the edge of 
the sword; he shall not c spare them, 
neither have pity, nor have mercy.
8 ¶ And unto this people thou shalt 

say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I 
set before you the way of a  life, and 
the way of death.
9 He that abideth in this city shall 

die by the sword, and by the fam-
ine, and by the pestilence: but he 
that goeth out, and a  falleth to the 
Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall 

live, and his b  life shall be unto him 
for a prey.
10 For I have set my a  face against 

this city for b  evil, and not for good, 
saith the LORD: it shall be given into 
the hand of the king of c  Babylon, 
and he shall burn it with fire.
11 ¶ And touching the house of 

the king of Judah, say, Hear ye the 
word of the LORD;
12 O house of David, thus saith 

the LORD; Execute judgment in the 
morning, and deliver him that is 
spoiled out of the hand of the op-
pressor, lest my fury go out like fire, 
and burn that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.
13 Behold, I am against thee, O 

inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the LORD; which 
say, a  Who shall come down against 
us? or who shall enter into our  
habitations?
14 But I will punish you according 

to the fruit of your doings, saith the 
LORD: and I will kindle a fire in the 
forest thereof, and it shall devour 
all things round about it.

CHAPTER 22
David’s throne stands or falls accord-
ing to the obedience of the kings—The 
judgments of the Lord rest upon the 
kings of Judah.
THUS saith the LORD; Go down to 
the house of the king of Judah, and 
speak there this word,
2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, O king of Judah, that sittest 
upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy servants, and thy people that 
enter in by these gates:
3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye 

a  judgment and righteousness, and 
deliver the spoiled out of the hand 
of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the b  stranger, the 
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come upon thee, the pain as of a 
woman in travail!
24 As I live, saith the LORD, though 

a  Coniah the son of b  Jehoiakim king 
of Judah were the signet upon my 
right hand, yet would I pluck thee 
thence;
25 And I will a  give thee into the 

hand of them that seek thy life, and 
into the hand of them whose face 
thou fearest, even into the hand of 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
and into the hand of the Chaldeans.
26 And I will cast thee out, and thy 

mother that bare thee, into another 
country, where ye were not born; 
and there shall ye die.
27 But to the land whereunto they 

desire to return, thither shall they 
not return.
28 Is this man Coniah a despised 

broken idol? is he a a  vessel wherein 
is no pleasure? wherefore are they 
cast out, he and his seed, and are cast 
into a land which they know not?
29 O earth, earth, earth, hear the 

a  word of the LORD.
30 Thus saith the LORD, a  Write 

ye this man childless, a man that 
shall not prosper in his days: for 
no man of his seed shall prosper, 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
and ruling any more in Judah.

CHAPTER 23
The remnants of Israel will be gathered 
in the last days—The Branch, who is 
the King (the Messiah), will reign in 
righteousness—False prophets who 
teach lies will be cursed.
WOE be unto the a  pastors that de-
stroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! saith the LORD.

2 Therefore thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel against the pastors 
that feed my people; Ye have scat-
tered my flock, and driven them 
away, and have not a  visited them: 
behold, I will visit upon you the evil  
of your doings, saith the LORD.
3 And I will a  gather the b  remnant 

of my flock out of all countries 
whither I have driven them, and  
will bring them again to their 
folds; and they shall be fruitful and  
increase.
4 And I will set up a  shepherds 

over them which shall feed them: 
and they shall fear no more, nor 
be dismayed, neither shall they be 
lacking, saith the LORD.
5 ¶ Behold, the days come, saith 

the LORD, that I will raise unto a  Da-
vid a righteous b Branch, and a c King 
shall d  reign and prosper, and shall 
execute e  judgment and f  justice in 
the earth.
6 In his days Judah shall be saved, 

and Israel shall dwell a  safely: 
and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR  
b  RIGHTEOUSNESS.
7 Therefore, behold, the days come, 

saith the LORD, that they shall no 
more say, The LORD liveth, which 
brought up the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt;
8 But, The LORD liveth, which 

brought up and which led the seed 
of the house of Israel out of the 
a  north country, and from all coun-
tries whither I had driven them; and 
they shall dwell in their own land.
9 ¶ Mine a  heart within me is bro-

ken because of the prophets; all my 
bones shake; I am like a drunken 
man, and like a man whom wine 

 24 a Jer. 37:1.
  b 2 Kgs. 24:6;  

1 Chr. 3:16.
 25 a Jer. 34:20.
 28 a Ps. 31:12; Jer. 48:38;  

Hosea 8:8.
 29 a D&C 1:2 (1–2).
 30 a TG Record Keeping.
23 1 a Jer. 25:34;  

Zech. 11:17.
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 3 a TG Israel, Gathering of.
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 4 a TG Bishop; Shepherd.
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Descent of.
  b Isa. 4:2; 11:1; 32:1;  
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Ezek. 34:24 (23–24).  
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  c Matt. 2:2.  
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hath overcome, because of the 
LORD, and because of the words of 
his holiness.
10 For the land is full of a  adulter-

ers; for because of b  swearing the 
land mourneth; the pleasant places 
of the wilderness are dried up, and 
their course is evil, and their force 
is not right.
11 For both a  prophet and b  priest 

are c profane; yea, in my d house have 
I found their wickedness, saith the 
LORD.
12 Wherefore their way shall be 

unto them as slippery ways in the 
darkness: they shall be driven on, 
and fall therein: for I will bring evil 
upon them, even the year of their 
a  visitation, saith the LORD.
13 And I have seen folly in the 

prophets of Samaria; they prophe-
sied in Baal, and caused my people 
Israel to err.
14 I have seen also in the proph-

ets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: 
they commit a adultery, and walk in 
lies: they strengthen also the hands 
of evildoers, that none doth return 
from his b  wickedness: they are all 
of them unto me as Sodom, and the 
inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah.
15 Therefore thus saith the LORD 

of hosts concerning the prophets; 
Behold, I will feed them with worm-
wood, and make them drink the 
water of gall: for from the prophets 
of Jerusalem is a  profaneness gone 
forth into all the land.
16 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, 

Hearken not unto the words of the 
prophets that a  prophesy unto you: 
they make you vain: they speak a 
b  vision of their own heart, and not 
out of the mouth of the LORD.
17 They say still unto them that 

despise me, The LORD hath said, 
Ye shall have peace; and they say 
unto every one that walketh after 

the imagination of his own heart, 
No evil shall come upon you.
18 For who hath stood in the coun-

sel of the LORD, and hath perceived 
and heard his word? who hath 
marked his word, and heard it?
19 Behold, a a whirlwind of the LORD 

is gone forth in fury, even a grievous 
whirlwind: it shall fall grievously 
upon the head of the wicked.
20 The anger of the LORD shall not 

return, until he have executed, and 
till he have performed the thoughts 
of his heart: in the latter days ye 
shall consider it perfectly.
21 I have not a sent these b prophets, 

yet they ran: I have not spoken to 
them, yet they prophesied.
22 But if they had stood in my 

counsel, and had caused my peo-
ple to hear my words, then they 
should have turned them from their 
evil way, and from the evil of their  
doings.
23 Am I a God at hand, saith the 

LORD, and not a God afar off?
24 Can any a hide himself in secret 

places that I shall not see him? saith 
the LORD. Do not I b  fill heaven and 
earth? saith the LORD.
25 I have heard what the proph-

ets said, that a  prophesy lies in my 
name, saying, I have dreamed, I 
have dreamed.
26 How long shall this be in the 

heart of the prophets that prophesy 
lies? yea, they are prophets of the 
deceit of their own heart;
27 Which think to cause my peo-

ple to forget my name by their 
dreams which they tell every man 
to his neighbour, as their fathers 
have forgotten my name for Baal.
28 The prophet that hath a dream, 

let him tell a dream; and he that 
hath my word, let him speak my 
word faithfully. What is the chaff 
to the wheat? saith the LORD.

 10 a TG Apostasy of Israel.
  b OR cursing. 
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 11 a TG False Prophets.
  b D&C 1:16 (15–16).  
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29 Is not my word like as a fire? 
saith the LORD; and like a hammer 
that breaketh the rock in pieces?
30 Therefore, behold, I am against 

the prophets, saith the LORD, that 
steal my words every one from his 
neighbour.
31 Behold, I am against the proph-

ets, saith the LORD, that use their 
tongues, and say, He saith.
32 Behold, I am against them that 

prophesy false a  dreams, saith the 
LORD, and do tell them, and cause 
my people to err by their lies, and 
by their lightness; yet I sent them 
not, nor commanded them: there-
fore they shall not profit this peo-
ple at all, saith the LORD.
33 ¶ And when this people, or the 

prophet, or a priest, shall ask thee, 
saying, What is the a  burden of the 
LORD? thou shalt then say unto 
them, What burden? I will even 
forsake you, saith the LORD.
34 And as for the prophet, and the 

priest, and the people, that shall 
say, The burden of the LORD, I will 
even punish that man and his house.
35 Thus shall ye say every one to 

his neighbour, and every one to his 
brother, What hath the LORD an-
swered? and, What hath the LORD 
spoken?
36 And the burden of the LORD 

shall ye mention no more: for ev-
ery man’s word shall be his burden; 
for ye have perverted the a  words 
of the living God, of the LORD of 
hosts our God.
37 Thus shalt thou say to the 

prophet, What hath the LORD an-
swered thee? and, What hath the 
LORD spoken?
38 But since ye say, The burden of 

the LORD; therefore thus saith the 
LORD; Because ye say this word, The 
burden of the LORD, and I have sent 
unto you, saying, Ye shall not say, 
The burden of the LORD;

39 Therefore, behold, I, even I, will 
utterly forget you, and I will for-
sake you, and the city that I gave 
you and your fathers, and cast you 
out of my presence:
40 And I will bring an everlasting 

a reproach upon you, and a perpetual 
shame, which shall not be forgotten.

CHAPTER 24
Zedekiah and the people of Judah will 
be cursed and scattered—Some will be 
gathered back from Chaldea to serve 
the Lord.
THE LORD shewed me, and, behold, 
two baskets of figs were set before 
the temple of the LORD, after that 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
had carried away captive Jecon-
iah the son of a  Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, and the b  princes of Judah, 
with the carpenters and smiths, 
from Jerusalem, and had brought 
them to c  Babylon.
2 One basket had very good figs, 

even like the a  figs that are first 
ripe: and the other basket had very 
b  naughty figs, which could not be 
eaten, they were so bad.
3 Then said the LORD unto me, 

What seest thou, Jeremiah? And I 
said, Figs; the good figs, very good; 
and the evil, very evil, that cannot 
be eaten, they are so evil.
4 ¶ Again the word of the LORD 

came unto me, saying,
5 Thus saith the LORD, the God of 

Israel; Like these good figs, so will I 
acknowledge them that are carried 
away captive of Judah, whom I have 
sent out of this place into the land 
of the Chaldeans for their a  good.
6 For I will set mine eyes upon them 

for good, and I will a bring them again 
to this b  land: and I will build them, 
and not pull them down; and I will 
c  plant them, and not pluck them up.
7 And I will give them an a heart to 

 32 a TG Dream.
 33 a OR prophecy.
 36 a D&C 50:1.
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24 1 a Jer. 27:20.
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come upon thee, the pain as of a 
woman in travail!
24 As I live, saith the LORD, though 

a  Coniah the son of b  Jehoiakim king 
of Judah were the signet upon my 
right hand, yet would I pluck thee 
thence;
25 And I will a  give thee into the 

hand of them that seek thy life, and 
into the hand of them whose face 
thou fearest, even into the hand of 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
and into the hand of the Chaldeans.
26 And I will cast thee out, and thy 

mother that bare thee, into another 
country, where ye were not born; 
and there shall ye die.
27 But to the land whereunto they 

desire to return, thither shall they 
not return.
28 Is this man Coniah a despised 

broken idol? is he a a  vessel wherein 
is no pleasure? wherefore are they 
cast out, he and his seed, and are cast 
into a land which they know not?
29 O earth, earth, earth, hear the 

a  word of the LORD.
30 Thus saith the LORD, a  Write 

ye this man childless, a man that 
shall not prosper in his days: for 
no man of his seed shall prosper, 
sitting upon the throne of David, 
and ruling any more in Judah.

CHAPTER 23
The remnants of Israel will be gathered 
in the last days—The Branch, who is 
the King (the Messiah), will reign in 
righteousness—False prophets who 
teach lies will be cursed.
WOE be unto the a  pastors that de-
stroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! saith the LORD.

2 Therefore thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel against the pastors 
that feed my people; Ye have scat-
tered my flock, and driven them 
away, and have not a  visited them: 
behold, I will visit upon you the evil  
of your doings, saith the LORD.
3 And I will a  gather the b  remnant 

of my flock out of all countries 
whither I have driven them, and  
will bring them again to their 
folds; and they shall be fruitful and  
increase.
4 And I will set up a  shepherds 

over them which shall feed them: 
and they shall fear no more, nor 
be dismayed, neither shall they be 
lacking, saith the LORD.
5 ¶ Behold, the days come, saith 

the LORD, that I will raise unto a  Da-
vid a righteous b Branch, and a c King 
shall d  reign and prosper, and shall 
execute e  judgment and f  justice in 
the earth.
6 In his days Judah shall be saved, 

and Israel shall dwell a  safely: 
and this is his name whereby he 
shall be called, THE LORD OUR  
b  RIGHTEOUSNESS.
7 Therefore, behold, the days come, 

saith the LORD, that they shall no 
more say, The LORD liveth, which 
brought up the children of Israel 
out of the land of Egypt;
8 But, The LORD liveth, which 

brought up and which led the seed 
of the house of Israel out of the 
a  north country, and from all coun-
tries whither I had driven them; and 
they shall dwell in their own land.
9 ¶ Mine a  heart within me is bro-

ken because of the prophets; all my 
bones shake; I am like a drunken 
man, and like a man whom wine 
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Jeremiah 24  
Jeremiah gives us the parable of the !gs. In the parable, we have a 
basket of good !gs, and a basket of “very naughty” or “evil” !gs. When 
King Nebuchadnezzar had !rst invaded Judah, and appointed 
Zedekiah as king, he took many people from Judah and brought them 
to Babylon. This would include people like Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, as well as many others. These 
represent the “good !gs,” and as long as they do all they can to stay 
close to the Lord, he will bless them and even “bring them again to 
this land” (Judah) (v. 6). King Zedekiah, and those who continue to be 
rebellious to Babylon and the Lord, are the “evil !gs,” and they will “be 
a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I 
shall drive them.” (v. 9)
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Jeremiah 24  
Jeremiah gives us the parable of the !gs. In the parable, we have a 
basket of good !gs, and a basket of “very naughty” or “evil” !gs. When 
King Nebuchadnezzar had !rst invaded Judah, and appointed 
Zedekiah as king, he took many people from Judah and brought them 
to Babylon. This would include people like Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, as well as many others. These 
represent the “good !gs,” and as long as they do all they can to stay 
close to the Lord, he will bless them and even “bring them again to 
this land” (Judah) (v. 6). King Zedekiah, and those who continue to be 
rebellious to Babylon and the Lord, are the “evil !gs,” and they will “be 
a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, in all places whither I 
shall drive them.” (v. 9)



Jeremiah 25 
Jeremiah prophesies that captive Judah will be in Babylon for 70 
years, as it mentions in verse 11. The second half of chapter 25 gives a 
prophecy of the last days, in which all the nations of the earth will be 
at war with each other.



Jeremiah 26:8 
8 ¶ Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking 
all that the Lord had commanded him to speak unto all the people, 
that the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, 
Thou shalt surely die.

Jeremiah 26 
In the beginning of this chapter, Jeremiah gives a clear prophecy of 
the destruction of the people. And what was the people’s reaction?



Jeremiah 26:12-15 
12 ¶ Then spake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, 
saying, The Lord sent me to prophesy against this house and against this 
city all the words that ye have heard. 
13 Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and obey the voice 
of the Lord your God; and the Lord will repent him of the evil that he hath 
pronounced against you. 
14 As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me as seemeth good and 
meet unto you. 
15 But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye shall surely 
bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the 
inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the Lord hath sent me unto you to 
speak all these words in your ears.



Jeremiah 26:20-23 
A prophet named Urijah who prophesied of the destruction of 
Jerusalem during the reign of King Jehoiakim, and that king 
attempted to kill him. Urijah #ed to Egypt, but King Jehoiakim 
brought him back to Judah and killed him.



Jeremiah 27 
In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, 
the Lord tells Jeremiah to put a yoke around 
his neck (symbolizing being put into 
bondage). This is a visual queue to Jehoiakim 
about what’s to come. He also tells the king 
that the royal “prophets” are lying to him (in 
telling him that he will be safe from 
Babylon’s attack). He says that even the 
vessels of the temple (things like the dishes, 
oil containers, furniture, etc.) will be stolen 
out of the temple and brought to Babylon.
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Jeremiah 27 
In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, 
the Lord tells Jeremiah to put a yoke around 
his neck (symbolizing being put into 
bondage). This is a visual queue to Jehoiakim 
about what’s to come. He also tells the king 
that the royal “prophets” are lying to him (in 
telling him that he will be safe from 
Babylon’s attack). He says that even the 
vessels of the temple (things like the dishes, 
oil containers, furniture, etc.) will be stolen 
out of the temple and brought to Babylon.



Jeremiah 28 
In response to the last 
chapter, Hananiah, one of the 
king’s prophets, falsely claims 
that the Lord told him that 
the bondage Jeremiah spoke 
of would only last two years, 
and that the vessels of the 
temple would return then.

He even takes the yoke o$ Jeremiah and breaks to visually symbolize his words. 
Jeremiah says, essentially, “wouldn’t that be great if that were true? But it isn’t,” 
and reiterated his previous prophecies. The Lord also cursed Hananiah, through 
Jeremiah, so that he died that same year, for preaching lies.



Jeremiah 29 
Jeremiah sends a letter to the people who have already been brought 
into Babylon to prepare for 70 years of captivity. The Lord, through 
Jeremiah, curses another false prophet named Shemaiah.


