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Old Testament Seminary Manual

The events of this book occurred while many of the Jews were living in
Persia after being deported from Jerusalem. “Most scholars place the events
recorded in the book of Esther between about 482 B.C. and 478 B.C.

The book of Esther is one of only two books in the Old Testament that is
named for a woman. Additionally, “the book [of Esther] contains no direct
reference to God, but He is everywhere taken for granted, as the book infers
a providential destiny (Esth. 4:13-16) and speaks of fasting for
deliverance” (Bible Dictionary, “Esther, book of”). Although the book of
Esther comes after the book of Nehemiah in the Bible, according to some
scholars the events recorded in Esther may have occurred about 30 or more
years before the events recorded in Nehemiah.



The New Oxford Annotated Bible

“Esther is the only book of the Hebrew Bible unattested among the Qumran
Dead Sea Scrolls...

“..More than 100 additional verses are included in the Greek (Septuagint)

version that do not appear in surviving Hebrew manuscripts. These verses

are excluded from their Bibles by Jews and Protestants, while Roman
Catholic and Orthodox Christians accept them.”

It is interesting to note that unlike our current text which doesn’t directly
reference God, those verses from the Greek mention God frequently.
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The King's Banquets

to do all this great evil, to trans-
gress against our God in marrying
astrange wives?

28 And one of the sons of Joiada,
the son of Eliashib the high priest,
was son in law to Sanballat the
Horonite: therefore I chased him
from me.

29 Remember them, O my God,
because they have defiled the

apriesthood, and the °’covenant of
the priesthood, and of the Levites.

30 Thus cleansed I them from all
astrangers, and appointed the wards
of the priests and the Levites, every
one in his business;

31 And for the *wood offering, at
times appointed, and for the first-
fruits. Remember me, O my God,
for good.

THE BOOK OF

ESTHER

CHAPTER 1

Ahasuerus of Persia and Media makes
royal feasts—Vashti disobeys the king
and is deposed as queen.

OW it came to pass in the
Ndays of “Ahasuerus, (this is

Ahasuerus which reigned,
from India even unto Ethiopia, over
an hundred and seven and twenty
bprovinces:)

2 That in those days, when the king
Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his
kingdom, which was in “Shushan
the palace,

3 In the third year of his reign, he
made a “feast unto all his princes
and his servants; the power of Persia
and Media, the nobles and princes
of the provinces, being before him:

4 When he shewed the “riches of
his glorious kingdom and the honour
of his excellent majesty many days,
even an hundred and fourscore days.

5 And when these days were ex-
pired, the king made a feast unto

all the people that were present in
Shushan the palace, both unto great
and small, seven days, in the court
of the “garden of the King’s palace;

6 Where were white, green, and
blue, hangings, fastened with cords
of fine linen and purple to silver
rings and pillars of marble: the
beds were of gold and silver, upon
a pavement of red, and blue, and
white, and black, marble.

7 And they gave them drink in ves-
sels of gold, (the vessels being di-
verse one from another,) and royal
wine in abundance, according to
the state of the King.

8 And the *drinking was accord-
ing to the law; none did compel:
for so the king had appointed to
all the officers of his house, that
they should do according to every
man’s ’pleasure.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a
feast for the women in the royal
house which belonged to king Ahas-
uerus.

27a OR foreign wives. [ESTHER]
29a TG Priesthood, Aaronic. 1 1a Ezra 4:6.
b Mal. 2:8 (4—8). b Esth. 9:30.
TG Priesthood, Oath

2714 OR S1isa*ie the canital

3a Alma 18:9.

4a Mosiah 11:8;
Alma 4:6;
Ether 10:7 (5-7).

Queen Vashti's Refusal

10  On the seventh day, when
the heart of the king was merry
with wine, he commanded Mehu-
man, Biztha, “Harbona, Bigtha, and
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the
seven chamberlains that served
in the presence of Ahasuerus the
king,

11 To bring Vashti the queen before
the king with the crown royal, to
shew the people and the princes her
beauty: for she was fair to look on.

12 But the queen Vashti refused to
come at the king’s commandment
by his chamberlains: therefore was
the king very “wroth, and his anger
burned in him.

13  Then the king said to the *wise
men, which knew the ’times, (for
so was the king’s manner toward
all that knew law and judgment:

14 And the next unto him was
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tar-
shish, Meres, Marsena, and Me-
mucan, the seven princes of Persia
and Media, which saw the king’s
face, and which sat the first in the
kingdom;)

15 What shall we do unto the queen
Vashti according to law, because
she hath not performed the com-
mandment of the King Ahasuerus
by the chamberlains?

16 And Memucan answered before
the king and the princes, Vashti the
queen hath not done wrong to the
king only, but also to all the princes,
and to all the people that are in all
the provinces of the king Ahasuerus.

17 For this deed of the queen shall
come abroad unto all women, so
that they shall despise their hus-
bands in their eyes, when it shall
be reported, The king Ahasuerus
commanded Vashti the queen to
be brought in before him, but she
came not.

18 Likewise shall the ladies of Per-
sia and Media say this day unto all
the King’s princes, which have heard
of the deed of the queen. Thus shall

there arise too much contempt and
wrath.

19 If it please the King, let there
g0 a royal commandment from him,
and let it be written among the
laws of the Persians and the Medes,
that it be not %altered, That Vashti
come no more before King Ahasu-
erus; and let the king give her royal
estate unto another that is better
than she.

20 And when the king’s decree
which he shall make shall be pub-
lished throughout all his empire,
(for it is great,) all the *wives shall
give to their husbands honour, both
to great and small.

21 And the saying pleased the King
and the princes; and the king did
according to the word of Memucan:

22 For he sent letters into all the
king’s provinces, into every province
according to the writing thereof,
and to every people after their “lan-
guage, that every man should bear
brule in his own house, and that it
should be published according to
the language of every people.

CHAPTER 2

Ahasuerus seeks a new queen—Morde-
cai presents Esther—Esther pleases the
king and is chosen as queen—Mordecai
exposes a plot against the king.

AFTER these things, when the wrath
of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he
remembered Vashti, and what she
had done, and what was decreed
against her.

2 Then said the Kking’s servants
that ministered unto him, Let there
be fair young virgins sought for
the King:

3 And let the King appoint officers
in all the provinces of his kingdom,
that they may gather together all
the fair young virgins unto Shushan
the palace, to the house of the
women, unto the custody of Hege the
king’s chamberlain, keeper of the

10a Esth. 7:9.

b 1 Chr. 12:32;

22 a Esth. 8:9. _

Esther Chosen Queen



Old Testament Institute Manual

This name is a Hebrew transliteration
of the Persian Khsyayarsha, better
known in history as Xerxes (the
Greek form of the name).

Anasuerus of Persia and Media makes
royal feasts—Vashti disobeys the king
and is deposed as queen.

OW it came to pass in the
Ndays of “Ahasuerus, (this is

Ahasuerus which reigned,
from India even unto Ethiopia, over
an hundred and seven and twenty
bprovinces:)

2 That in those days, when the King
Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his
kingdom, which was in “Shushan
the palace,

3 In the third year of his reign, he
made a ?feast unto all his princes
and his servants; the power of Persia
and Media, the nobles and princes
of the provinces, being before him:

4 When he shewed the “riches of
his glorious kingdom and the honour
of his excellent majesty many days,
even an hundred and fourscore days.

5 And when these days were ex-
pired, the king made a feast unto

27a OR foreign wives. |ESTHER]
7040 TG Priesthood Aaronic. | 4 « o ——.. 4 ,
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Shushan the palace, both unto oreat
and small, seven days, in the court
of the “garden of the king’s palace;

6 Where were white, green, and
blue, hangings, fastened with cords
of fine linen and purple to silver
rings and pillars of marble: the
beds were of gold and silver, upon
a pavement of red, and blue, and
white, and black, marble.

7 And they gave them drink in ves-
sels of gold, (the vessels being di-
verse one from another,) and royal
wine in abundance, according to
the state of the king.

8 And the 4drinking was accord-
ing to the law; none did compel:
for so the king had appointed to
all the officers of his house, that
they should do according to every
man’s ’pleasure.

9 Also Vashti the queen made a
feast for the women in the royal
house which belonged to king Ahas-
uerus.

10 ¢ On the seventh day, when
the heart of the king was merry
with wine, he commanded Mehu-
man, Biztha, “Harbona, Bigtha, and
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the
seven chamberlains that served
in the presence of Ahasuerus the

11 To bring Vashti the queen before
the king with the crown royal, to
shew the people and the princes her
beauty: for she was fair to look on.

12 But the queen Vashti refused to
come at the king’s commandment
by his chamberlains: therefore was
the king very *wroth, and his anger
burned in him.
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Camille Fronk Olsen

“Vashti and Esther present two... very different women....

“... Vashti defiantly stood up for her rights - but at what cost? She was stripped of her

royal rank for her haughty example, deposed as queen, and possibly even executed
for her bold refusal to obey the king's command. Could Vashti have found a better

way to avoid compliance with her husband's... demands and at the same time retain
her position of rectitude and royalty? Was Vashti's approach the best choice to

preserve her principles or was she too rash?

“In contrast, Esther was coy, easily entreated, and quick to accommodate. Where
Vashti was assertive and confrontational, Esther was passive and malleable. Vashti
was defiantly unbending to demands that violated her sense of right and wrong...
Esther appeared quite mild until she accepted her own power to act.”

(Camille Fronk Olsen, “Women of the Old Testament,” 2009, p. 163)
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there arise too much contempt and
wrath.

19 If it please the King, let there
g0 a royal commandment from him,
and let it be written among the
laws of the Persians and the Medes,
that it be not ¢altered, That Vashti
come no more before king Ahasu-
erus; and let the king give her royal
estate unto another that is better
than she.

20 And when the King’s decree
which he shall make shall be pub-
lished throughout all his empire,
(for it is great,) all the *wives shall
give to their husbands honour, both
to great and small.

21 And the saying pleased the king
and the princes; and the king did
according to the word of Memucan:

22 For he sent letters into all the
king’s provinces, into every province
according to the writing thereof,
and to every people after their “lan-
guage, that every man should bear
’rule in his own house, and that it
should be published according to
the language of every people.

CHAPTER 2

Ahasuerus seeks a new queen—Morde-
cai presents Esther—Esther pleases the
king and is chosen as queen—Mordecai
exposes a plot against the king.

AFTER these things, when the wrath
of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he
remembered Vashti, and what she
had done, and what was decreed
against her.

2 Then said the king’s servants
that ministered unto him, Let there
be fair young virgins sought for
the king:

3 And let the King appoint officers
in all the provinces of his kingdom,
that they may gather together all
the fair young virgins unto Shushan
the palace, to the house of the
women, unto the custody of Hege the
king’s chamberlain, keeper of the

b 1Chr 12:32-

| 72 1 Feth KO0

Esther Chosen Queen
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women; and let their things for pu-
rification be given them:

4 And let the maiden which
pleaseth the king be queen instead
of Vashti. And the thing pleased the
king; and he did so.

5 Now in Shushan the palace
there was a certain Jew, whose
name was Mordecai, the son of Jair,
the son of Shimei, the son of Kish,
a Benjamite;

6 Who had been “carried away
from YJerusalem with the captiv-
ity which had been carried away
with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom
Nebuchadnezzar the King of Bab-
ylon had carried away.

7 And he brought up Hadassah,
that is, Esther, his uncle’s daugh-
ter: for she had neither father nor
mother, and the maid was fair and
beautiful; whom Mordecai, when
her father and mother were dead,
took for his own daughter.

8 [ So it came to pass, when the
king’s commandment and his de-
cree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together
unto Shushan the palace, to the
custody of Hegai, that Esther was
brought also unto the king’s house,
to the custody of Hegai, keeper of
the women.

9 And the maiden pleased him, and
she obtained Kindness of him;
and he speedily gave her her things
for purification, with such things as
belonged to her, and seven maid-
ens, which were meet to be given her,
out of the King’s house: and he pre-
ferred her and her maids unto the
best place of the house of the women.

10 Esther had not shewed her peo-
ple nor her kindred: for Mordecai
had “charged her that she should
not shew it.

11 And Mordecai walked every
day before the court of the women’s
house, to know how Esther did, and
what should become of her.

12 ( Now when every maid’s turn
was come to go in to king Ahasuerus,

UlVv

after that she had been twelve
months, according to the manner of
the women, (for so were the days of
their “purifications accomplished,
to wit, six months with oil of myrrh,
and six months with sweet odours,
and with other things for the puri-
fying of the women;)

13 Then thus came every maiden
unto the king; whatsoever she de-
sired was given her to go with her
out of the house of the women unto
the king’s house.

14 In the evening she went, and
on the morrow she returned into
the second house of the women, to
the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s
chamberlain, which kept the *con-
cubines: she came in unto the king
no more, except the king delighted
in her, and that she were called
by name.

15  Now when the turn of Esther,
the “daughter of Abihail the uncle
of Mordecai, who had taken her
for his daughter, was come to go in
unto the king, she required nothing
but what Hegai the king’s cham-
berlain, the keeper of the women,
appointed. And Esther obtained
favour in the sight of all them that
looked upon her.

16 So Esther was taken unto king
Ahasuerus into his house royal
in the tenth month, which is the
month Tebeth, in the seventh year
of his reign.

17 And the king loved Esther above
all the women, and she obtained
grace and favour in his sight more
than all the virgins; so that he set
the royal crown upon her head, and
made her queen instead of Vashti.

18 Then the king made a great
feast unto all his princes and his
servants, even Esther’s feast; and he
made a release to the provinces, and
gave gifts, according to the state of
the king.

19 And when the virgins were
gathered together the second time,
then Mordecai sat in the king’s gate.
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20 Esther had not yet shewed her
kindred nor her people; as Mordecai
had charged her: for Esther did the
commandment of Mordecai, like as
when she was brought up with him.

21 ( In those days, while Morde-
cai sat in the king’s gate, two of the
king’s chamberlains, *Bigthan and
Teresh, of those which kept the
door, were wroth, and sought to
°lay hand on the king Ahasuerus.

22 And the thing was known to
“Mordecai, who told it unto Esther
the queen; and Esther certified the
king thereof in Mordecai’s name.

23 And when inquisition was made
of the matter, it was found out;
therefore they were both hanged
on a tree: and it was written in
the “book of the chronicles before
the King.

CHAPTER 3

Mordecai, the Jew, refuses to bow to
Haman—Haman arranges a decree to
kill all the Jews in the kingdom.

AFTER these things did king Ahas-
uerus *promote Haman the son of
*Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad-
vanced him, and set his seat above
all the princes that were with him.

2 And all the King’s servants, that
were in the King’s gate, “bowed, and
reverenced Haman: for the king had
so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did
him reverence.

3 Then the king’s servants, which
were in the Kking’s gate, said unto
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou
the king’s commandment?

4 Now it came to pass, when they
spake daily unto him, and he heark-
ened not unto them, that they told
Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s
matters would stand: for he had
told them that he was a Jew.

5 And when Haman saw that
Mordecai “bowed not, nor did him
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CHAPTER 2

Ahasuerus seeks a new queen—Morde-
cai presents Esther—ESsther pleases the
king and is chosen as queen—Mordecai
exposes a plot against the king.

AFTER these things, when the wrath
of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he
remembered Vashti, and what she
had done, and what was decreed
against her.

2 Then said the King’s servants
that ministered unto him, Let there
be fair young virgins sought for
the King:

3 And let the king appoint officers
in all the provinces of his kingdom,
that they may gather together all
the fair young virgins unto Shushan
the palace, to the house of the
women, unto the custody of Hege the
king’s chamberlain, keeper of the

22 a Esth. 8:9.
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women; and let their things for pu-
rification be given them:

4 And let the maiden which
pleaseth the king be queen instead
of Vashti. And the thing pleased the
king; and he did so.

5 Now in Shushan the palace
there was a certain Jew, whose
name was Mordecai, the son of Jair,
the son of Shimei, the son of Kish,
a Benjamite;

6 Who had been “carried away
from ?Jerusalem with the captiv-
ity which had been carried away
with Jeconiah king of Judah, whom
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Bab-
ylon had carried away.

7 And he brought up Hadassah,
that is, Esther, his uncle’s daugh-
ter: for she had neither father nor
mother, and the maid was fair and
beautiful; whom Mordecai, when
her father and mother were dead,
took for his own daughter.
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of Vashti. And the thing pleased the | to wit,
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mother and the maid was fair and
beautiful; whom Mordecai, when
her father and mother were dead,
took for his own daughter.

8 (] So it came to pass, when the
king’s commandment and his de-
cree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together
unto Shushan the palace, to the
custody of Hegai, that Esther was
brought also unto the king’s house,
to the custody of Hegai, keeper of
the women.

9 And the maiden pleased him, and
she obtained kindness of him;
and he speedily gave her her things
for purification, with such things as
belonged to her, and seven maid-
ens, which were meet to be given her,
out of the king’s house: and he pre-
ferred her and her maids unto the
best place of the house of the women.

10 Esther had not shewed her peo-

ple nor her kindred: for Mordecai
had 2~crtharoed her that che chni1ild
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English Standard Version

9 And the young woman pleased
him and won his favor. And he
quickly provided her with her
cosmetics and her portion of
food, and with seven chosen
young women from the Kking’s
palace, and advanced her and
her young women to the best
place in the harem.
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maidens were gathered together
unto Shushan the palace, to the
custody of Hegai, that Esther was
brought also unto the king’s house,
to the custody of Hegai, keeper of
the women.

9 And the maiden pleased him, and
she obtained kindness of him;
and he speedily gave her her things
for purification, with such things as
belonged to her, and seven maid-
ens, which were meet to be given her,
out of the King’s house: and he pre-
ferred her and her maids unto the
best place of the house of the women.

10 Esther had not shewed her peo-
ple nor her Kindred: for Mordecai
had “charged her that she should
not shew it.

11 And Mordecai walked every
day before the court of the women’s
house, to know how Esther did, and
what should become of her.

T NOW when every maid’s turn
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women; and let their things for pu-
rification be given them:
4 And let the maiden wh1ch
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beautiful; whom Mordecai, when
her father and mother were dead,
took for h1s own daughter
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after that she had been twelve
months, according to the manner of
the women, (for so were the days of
their ?purifications accomplished,
to wit, six months with oil of myrrh,
and six months with sweet odours,
and with other things for the puri-
fying of the women;)

13 Then thus came every maiden
unto the king; whatsoever she de-
sired was given her to go with her
out of the house of the women unto
the king’s house.

14 In the evening she went, and
on the morrow she returned into
the second house of the women, to
the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s
chamberlain, which kept the *con-
cubines: she came in unto the king
no more, except the king delighted
in her, and that she were called
by name.

15 | Now when the turn of Esther,
the “daughter of Ablhall the uncle
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her father and mother were dead
took for his own daughter.

8 (] So it came to pass, when the
king’s commandment and his de-
cree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together
unto Shushan the palace, to the
custody of Hegai, that Esther was
brought also unto the king’s house,
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to the custody of Hegai, keeper of

the women.

9 And the maiden pleased him, and
she obtained kindness of him;
and he speedily gave her her things
for purification, with such things as
belonged to her, and seven maid-
ens, which were meet to be given her,
out of the king’s house: and he pre-
ferred her and her maids unto the
best place of the house of the women.

10 Esther had not shewed her peo-
ple nor her kindred: for Mordecai
had “charged her that she should

not shew it.
11 And Mordecat walked everv
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15 ( Now when the turn of Esther,
the “daughter of Abihail the uncle
of Mordecai, who had taken her
0r his dau Nas come to gQir
unto the king, she required nothing
but what Hegai the king’s cham-
berlain, the keeper of the women,
appointed. And Esther obtained
favour in the sight of all them that
looked upon her.

D S0 Lother wds taken umnto King
Ahasuerus into his house royal
in the tenth month, which is the
month Tebeth, in the seventh year
of his reign.

17 And the King loved Esther above
all the women, and she obtained
orace and favour in his sight more
than all the virgins; so that he set
the royal crown upon her head, and
made her queen instead of Vashti.

18 Then the king made a great
feast unto all his princes and his

servants, even Esther’s feast; and he
made a2 release to the nrovinces and
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her father and mother were dead
took for his own daughter.

8 (] So it came to pass, when the
king’s commandment and his de-
cree was heard, and when many
maidens were gathered together
unto Shushan the palace, to the
custody of Hegai, that Esther was
brought also unto the king’s house,
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to the custody of Hegai, keeper of

the women.

9 And the maiden pleased him, and
she obtained kindness of him;
and he speedily gave her her things
for purification, with such things as
belonged to her, and seven maid-
ens, which were meet to be given her,
out of the king’s house: and he pre-
ferred her and her maids unto the
best place of the house of the women.

10 Esther had not shewed her peo-
ple nor her kindred: for Mordecai
had “charged her that she should

not shew it.
11 And Mordecat walked everv
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15 ( Now when the turn of Esther,
the “daughter of Abihail the uncle
of Mordecai, who had taken her
for his daughter, was come to go in
unto the king, she required nothing
but what Hegai the king’s cham-
berlain, the keeper of the women,
appointed. And Esther obtained
favour in the sight of all them that
NOKeC O _NE
16 So Esther was taken unto king
Ahasuerus into his house royal
in the tenth month, which is the
month Tebeth, in the seventh year
of his reign.

17 And the King loved Esther above
all the women, and she obtained
orace and favour in his sight more
than all the virgins; so that he set
the royal crown upon her head, and
made her queen instead of Vasht1
Ing 1nadade€ 4 grea
feast unto all his princes and his

servants, even Esther’s feast; and he
made a3 release to the nrovinces and
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day perore the court oI the women's
house, to know how Esther did, and
what should become of her.

12 ( Now when every maid’s turn
was come to go in to king Ahasuerus,

Jave giits, according to the state or
the king.

19 And when the virgins were
gathered together the second time,
then Mordecai sat in the king’s gate.

2 6a 2 Kgs. 24:14 (14-15).

Hel. 8:20 (20-21).

14a Ether 710:5.

Mordecai Discovers a Plot

—

'

20 Esther had not yet shewed her
kindred nor her people; as Mordecai
had charged her: for Esther did the
commandment of Mordecai, like as
when she was brought up with him.

21 ([ In those days, while Morde-
cai sat in the king’s gate, two of the
king’s chamberlains, *Bigthan and
Teresh, of those which kept the
door, were wroth, and sought to
°lay hand on the king Ahasuerus.

22 And the thing was known to
“Mordecai, who told it unto Esther
the queen; and Esther certified the
king thereof in Mordecai’s name.

23 And when inquisition was made
of the matter, it was found out;
therefore they were both hanged
on a tree: and it was written in
the “book of the chronicles before
the king.
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“Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God

reverence, then was Haman full of
bwrath.

6 And he thought scorn to lay
hands on Mordecai alone; for they
had shewed him the people of Mor-
decai: wherefore Haman sought
to “destroy all the Jews that were
throughout the whole kingdom
of Ahasuerus, even the people of
Mordecai.

7 ([ In the first month, that is, the
month Nisan, in the twelfth year of
king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that
is, the lot, before Haman from day
to day, and from month to month,
to the twelfth month, that is, the
month “Adar.

8 | And Haman said unto king
Ahasuerus, There is a certain peo-
ple scattered abroad and dispersed
among the people in all the prov-
inces of thy kingdom; and their laws

et e

of Israel... seek the peace of the city
whither | have caused you to be
carried away captives, and pray unto
the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof

shall ye have peace” (Jeremiah 29:4-7)

-

Mordecai *bowed not, nor did him | and 10 every people after their [

21a Esth. 6:2.
b Fther 0-5

b 1 Sam. 15:8 (8-9).
24 Mo<iah 712

7a Ezra 6:15.
Oa Fsth K:3- 0924
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iscovers a Plot

Mordecai

20 Esther had not yet shewed her
kindred nor her people; as Mordecai
had charged her: for Esther did the
commandment of Mordecai, like as
when she was brought up with him.

21 ([ In those days, while Morde-
cai sat in the king’s gate, two of the
king’s chamberlains, “Bigthan and
Teresh, of those which kept the
door, were wroth, and sought to
®lay hand on the king Ahasuerus.

22 And the thing was known to
“Mordecai, who told it unto Esther
the queen; and Esther certified the
king thereof in Mordecai’s name.

23 And when inquisition was made
of the matter, it was found out;
therefore they were both hanged
on a tree: and it was written in
the “book of the chronicles before
the king.

CHAPTER 3

Mordecai, the Jew, refuses to bow to
Haman—Haman arranges a decree to
kill all the Jews in the kingdom.

AFTER these things did king Ahas-
uerus ‘promote Haman the son of
*Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad-
vanced him, and set his seat above
all the princes that were with him.

2 And all the king’s servants, that
were in the King’s gate, “bowed, and
reverenced Haman: for the king had
so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did
him reverence.

3 Then the king’s servants, which
were in the King’s gate, said unto
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou
the king’s commandment?

4 Now it came to pass, when they
spake daily unto him, and he heark-
ened not unto them, that they told
Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s
matters would stand: for he had
told them that he was a Jew.

5 And when Haman saw that
Mordecai “bowed not, nor did him

reverence, then was Haman full of
bwrath.

6 And he thought scorn to lay
hands on Mordecai alone; for they
had shewed him the people of Mor-
decai: wherefore Haman sought
to *destroy all the Jews that were
throughout the whole kingdom
of Ahasuerus, even the people of
Mordecai.

7 ( In the first month, that is, the
month Nisan, in the twelfth year of
king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that
is, the lot, before Haman from day
to day, and from month to month,
to the twelfth month, that is, the
month “Adar.

8 | And Haman said unto king
Ahasuerus, There is a certain peo-
ple scattered abroad and dispersed
among the people in all the prov-
inces of thy kingdom; and their laws
are diverse from all people; neither
keep they the king’s laws: there-
fore it is not for the king’s profit to
suffer them.

9 If it please the king, let it be
written that they may be “destroyed:
and I will ’pay ten thousand talents
of silver to the hands of those that
have the charge of the business, to
bring it into the king’s treasuries.

10 And the king took his “ring from
his hand, and gave it unto Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Aga-
gite, the Jews’ enemy.

11 And the king said unto Haman,
The silver is given to thee, the people
also, to do with them as it seemeth
good to thee.

12 Then were the King’s scribes
called on the thirteenth day of the
first month, and there was written
according to all that Haman had
commanded unto the king’s lieuten-
ants, and to the governors that were
over every province, and to the rul-
ers of every people of every province
according to the writing thereof,
and to every people after their

21a Esth. 6:2.
h Fther Q.5

b 1 Sam. 15:8 (8-9).
Y79 Mociah 719

7a Ezra 6:15.
0+ Feth Q.2. 0.94

Haman Plots Against the Jews

language; in the “name of king Ahas-
uerus was it written, and °sealed
with the Kking’s ring.

13 And the “letters were sent by
posts into all the king’s provinces,
to destroy, to °kill, and to cause to
perish, all Jews, both young and old,
little children and women, in ‘one
day, even upon the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the
month Adar, and to take the spoil
of them for a prey.

14 The copy of the writing for a
commandment to be given in every
province was published unto all
people, that they should be ready
against that day.

15 The posts went out, being has-
tened by the king’s commandment,
and the decree was given in Shushan
the palace. And the king and Ha-
man sat down to drink; but the city
Shushan was perplexed.

CHAPTER 4

Mordecai and the Jews mourn and fast
because of the king’s decree—Esther, at
the peril of her life, prepares to go in
unto the king.

WHEN Mordecai perceived all that
was done, Mordecai rent his clothes,
and put on sackcloth with ashes,
and went out into the midst of the
city, and cried with a loud and a
bitter cry;

2 And came even before the king’s
gate: for none might enter into the
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.

3 And in every province, whith-
ersoever the king’s commandment
and his decree came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, and
2fasting, and weeping, and wail-
ing; and many lay in sackcloth and
ashes.

4  So Esther’s maids and her
chamberlains came and told it her.
Then was the queen exceedingly
grieved; and she sent raiment to
clothe Mordecai, and to take away

his sackcloth from him: but he re-
ceived it not.

5 Then called Esther for Hatach,
one of the king’s chamberlains,
whom he had appointed to attend
upon her, and gave him a command-
ment to Mordecai, to know what it
was, and why it was.

6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai
unto the street of the city, which
was before the king’s gate.

7 And Mordecai told him of all that
had happened unto him, and of the
sum of the money that Haman had
promised to “pay to the king’s trea-
suries for the Jews, to destroy them.

8 Also he gave him the copy of
the writing of the decree that was
given at Shushan to destroy them, to
shew it unto Esther, and to declare
it unto her, and to charge her that
she should go in unto the king, to
make supplication unto him, and
to make request before him for
her people.

9 And Hatach came and told Es-
ther the words of Mordecai.

10 ([ Again Esther spake unto
Hatach, and gave him command-
ment unto Mordecai;

11 All the King’s servants, and
the people of the king’s provinces,
do know, that whosoever, whether
man or woman, shall come unto
the king into the inner “court, who
1S not called, there is one law of his
to put him to ’death, except such to
whom the king shall hold out the
golden ‘sceptre, that he may live:
but I have not been called to come
in unto the king these thirty days.

12 And they told to Mordecai Es-
ther’s words.

13 Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with thy-
self that thou shalt escape in the
king’s house, more than all the Jews.

14 For if thou altogether holdest
thy peace at this time, then shall
there “enlargement and deliver-
ance arise to the Jews from another
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Agag king of the Amalekites

 Agag was king of the Amalekites,
the ancient enemy of Israel
(Exodus 17:8-16).

« Agag was defeated by King Saul
and killed by the prophet Samuel
(1 Samuel 15).

o After 500 years from that time,
the animosity continues. “Lord
hath sworn that the Lord will
have war with Amalek from
generation to generation (Exodus
17:16).
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AFTER these things did king Ahas-

*Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad-
vanced him, and set his seat above
all the princes that were with him.
T T R e S eI T
were in the king’s gate, “bowed, and
reverenced Haman: for the king had
so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did
him reverence.

3 Then the king’s servants, which
were in the King’s gate, said unto
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou
the king’s commandment?

4 Now it came to pass, when they
spake daily unto him, and he heark-
ened not unto them, that they told
Haman, to see whether Mordecait’s
matters would stand: for he had
told them that he was a Jew.

5 And when Haman saw that
Mordecai *bowed not, nor did him

uerus “promote Haman the son of

CO]




Jews had no problem
showing respect for royalty
or other important people
by bowing to them

Gen. 23:7; 33:3; 44:14; 1 Sam.
24:8; 2 Sam. 14:4; 1 Kings 1:16
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AFTER these things did king Ahas-
uerus “promote Haman the son of
"Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad-
vanced him, and set his seat above
s 1€ 1) 1CES 1Al WeErTeE W\ AEmAhnAl
2 And all the king’s servants, that
were in the king’s gate, “bowed, and
reverenced Haman: for the king had
so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did
him reverence.
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were in the King’s gate, said unto
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou
the king’s commandment?

4 Now it came to pass, when they
spake daily unto him, and he heark-
ened not unto them, that they told
Haman, to see whether Mordecait’s
matters would stand: for he had
told them that he was a Jew.

5 And when Haman saw that

Mordecai *bowed not, nor did him




AFTER these things did king Ahas-
uerus “promote Haman the son of
"Hammedatha the Agagite, and ad-
vanced him, and set his seat above
all the princes that were with him.

2 And all the king’s servants, that
were in the king’s gate, “bowed, and
reverenced Haman: for the king had
so commanded concerning him.
But Mordecai bowed not, nor did
him reverence.

3 Then the king’s servants, which
were in the King’s gate, said unto
Mordecai, Why transgressest thou
the king’s commandment?

4 Now it came to pass, when they
spake daily unto him, and he heark-
ened not unto them, that they told
Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s
matters would stand: for he had

A WA ' A\ Y Y Y 'S £ AV A a

5 And when Hama saw that
Mordecai “bowed not, nor did him
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written that they may be “destroyed:
and I will °pay ten thousand talents
of silver to the hands of those that
have the charge of the business, to
bring it into the kKing’s treasuries.

10 And the King took his “ring from
his hand, and gave it unto Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Aga-
ogite, the Jews’ enemy.

11 And the king said unto Haman,
The silver is given to thee, the people
also, to do with them as it seemeth
o00d to thee.

12 Then were the King’s scribes
called on the thirteenth day of the
first month, and there was written
according to all that Haman had
commanded unto the king’s lieuten-
ants, and to the governors that were
over every province, and to the rul-
ers of every people of every province
according to the writing thereof,
and to every people after their




20 Esther had not yet shewed her
kindred nor her people; as Mordecai
had charged her: for Esther did the
commandment of Mordecai, like as
when she was brought up with him.

21 (] In those days, while Morde-
cali sat in the King’s gate, two of the
king’s chamberlains, “Bigthan and
Teresh, of those which kept the
door, were wroth, and sought to
’lay hand on the king Ahasuerus.

22 And the thing was known to
sMordecai, who told it unto Esther
the queen; and Esther certified the
king thereof in Mordecai’s name.

23 And when inquisition was made
of the matter, it was found out;
therefore they were both hanged
on a tree: and it was written in
the *book of the chronicles before
the King.

CHAPTER 3

reverence, then was Haman full of
bwrath.

6 And he thought scorn to lay
hands on Mordecai alone; for they
had shewed him the people of Mor-
decai: wherefore Haman sought
to “destroy all the Jews that were
throughout the whole kingdom
of Ahasuerus, even the people of
Mordecai.
! %
month Nisan, in the twelfth year of
king Ahasuerus they cast Pur, that
is, the lot, before Haman from day
to day, and from month to month,
to the twelfth month, that is, the
month *Adar.

S8 | And Haman said unto King
Ahasuerus, There 1s a certain peo-
ple scattered abroad and dispersed
among the people in all the prov-
inces of thy kingdom; and their laws
are dlverse from all people neither
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8 §| And Haman said unto King
Ahasuerus, There is a certain peo-
ple scattered abroad and dispersed
among the people in all the prov-
inces of thy kingdom; and their laws
are diverse from all people; neither
keep they the King’s laws: there-
fore it is not for the king’s profit to
suffer them.

9 If it please the king, let it be
written that they may be “destroyed:
and I will ’pay ten thousand talents
of silver to the hands of those that
have the charge of the business, to
bring it into the king’s treasuries.

10 And the King took his “ring from
his hand, and gave it unto Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Aga-
gite, the Jews’ enemy.

11 And the king said unto Haman,

| The silver is given to thee, the people

also, to do with them as it seemeth
ooo0d to thee.

language; in the “name of king Ahas-
uerus was it written, and Ysealed
with the king’s ring.

13 And the “letters were sent by
posts into all the king’s provinces,
to destroy, to ?kill, and to cause to
perish, all Jews, both young and old,
little children and women, in ‘one
day, even upon the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the
month Adar, and to take the spoil
of them for a prey.
commandment to be given in every
province was published unto all
people, that they should be ready
against that day.

15 The posts went out, being has-
tened by the king’s commandment,
and the decree was given in Shushan
the palace. And the king and Ha-
man sat down to drink; but the city
Shushan was perplexed.
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Sam. 15:8 (8-9).
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and I will ’pay ten thousand talents
of silver to the hands of those that
have the charge of the business, to
bring it into the king’s treasuries.

10 And the King took his “ring from
his hand, and gave it unto Haman
the son of Hammedatha the Aga-
gite, the Jews’ enemy.

11 And the king said unto Haman,

| The silver is given to thee, the people

also, to do with them as it seemeth
o00d to thee.

12 Then were the king’s scribes
called on the thirteenth day of the
first month, and there was written
according to all that Haman had
commanded unto the king’s lieuten-
ants, and to the governors that were
over every province, and to the rul-
ers of every people of every province
according to the writing thereof,
and to every people after their

7a Ezra 6:15.

language; in the “name of king Ahas-
uerus was it written, and Ysealed
with the king’s ring.

13 And the “letters were sent by
posts into all the king’s provinces,
to destroy, to ?kill, and to cause to
perish, all Jews, both young and old,
little children and women, in ‘one
day, even upon the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the
month Adar, and to take the spoil
of them for a prey.
commandment to be given in every
province was published unto all
people, that they should be ready
against that day.

15 The posts went out, being has-
tened by the king’s commandment,
and the decree was given in Shushan
the palace. And the king and Ha-
man sat down to drink; but the city
Shushan was perplexed.
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language; in the “name of king Ahas-
uerus was it written, and °’sealed
with the King’s ring.

13 And the “letters were sent by
posts into all the king’s provinces,
to destroy, to ?kill, and to cause to
perish, all Jews, both young and old,
little children and women, in ‘one
day, even upon the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the
month Adar, and to take the spoil
of them for a prey.

14 The copy of the writing for a
commandment to be given in every
province was published unto all
people, that they should be ready
against that day.

15 The posts went out, being has-
tened by the king’s commandment,
and the decree was given in Shushan
the palace. And the king and Ha-
man sat down to drink; but the city
Shushan was perplexed.

CHAPTER 4

Mordecai and the Jews mourn and fast
because of the king’s decree—Esther, at
the peril of her life, prepares to go in
unto the king.

WHEN Mordecai perceived all that
was done, Mordecai rent his clothes,
and put on sackcloth with ashes,
and went out into the midst of the
city, and cried with a loud and a
bitter cry;

2 And came even before the king’s
gate: for none might enter into the
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.

3 And in every province, whith-
ersoever the king’s commandment
and his decree came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, and
fasting, and weeping, and wail-
ing; and many lay in sackcloth and
ashes.

4 ([ So Esther’s maids and her
chamberlains came and told it her.
Then was the queen exceedingly
grieved; and she sent raiment to
clothe Mordecai, and to take away

his sackcloth from him: but he re-
ceived it not.

5 Then called Esther for Hatach,
one of the king’s chamberlains,
whom he had appointed to attend
upon her, and gave him a command-
ment to Mordecai, to know what it
was, and why it was.

6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai
unto the street of the city, which
was before the king’s gate.

7 And Mordecai told him of all that
had happened unto him, and of the
sum of the money that Haman had
promised to “pay to the king’s trea-
suries for the Jews, to destroy them.

8 Also he gave him the copy of
the writing of the decree that was
given at Shushan to destroy them, to
shew it unto Esther, and to declare
it unto her, and to charge her that
she should go in unto the king, to
make supplication unto him, and
to make request before him for
her people.

9 And Hatach came and told Es-
ther the words of Mordecai.

10  Again Esther spake unto
Hatach, and gave him command-
ment unto Mordecai;

11 All the king’s servants, and
the people of the king’s provinces,
do know, that whosoever, whether
man or woman, shall come unto
the kKing into the inner “court, who
is not called, there is one law of his
to put him to ’death, except such to
whom the king shall hold out the
golden ‘sceptre, that he may live:
but I have not been called to come
in unto the king these thirty days.

12 And they told to Mordecai Es-
ther’s words.

13 Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with thy-
self that thou shalt escape in the
king’s house, more than all the Jews.

14 For if thou altogether holdest
thy peace at this time, then shall
there “enlargement and deliver-
ance arise to the Jews from another
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Esther Agrees to Help the Jews

Esther Prepares a Banquet

OO

place; but thou and thy father’s
house shall be destroyed: and who
knoweth whether thou art come to
the kingdom for such a time as this?

15 | Then Esther bade them return
Mordecai this answer,

16 Go, gather together all the Jews
that are present in Shushan, and
afast ye for me, and neither eat nor
drink three days, night or day: I also
and my maidens will fast likewise;
and so will I go in unto the King,
which is not according to the law:
and if I perish, I perish.

17 So Mordecai went his way, and
did according to all that Esther had
commanded him.

CHAPTER 5

The king receives Esther—She invites
him and Haman to a banquet—Haman
plans to have Mordecai hanged.

Now it came to pass on the third
day, that Esther put on her royal ap-
parel, and stood in the inner court
of the king’s house, over against the
king’s house: and the king sat upon
his royal throne in the royal house,
over against the gate of the house.

2 And it was so, when the king saw
Esther the queen standing in the
court, that she obtained favour in
his sight: and the king held out to
Esther the golden *sceptre that was
in his hand. So Esther drew neatr,
and touched the top of the sceptre.

3 Then said the king unto her,
What wilt thou, queen Esther? and
what is thy request? it shall be
even given thee to the “half of the
kingdom.

4 And Esther answered, If it seem
good unto the king, let the king and
Haman come this day unto the ban-
quet that I have prepared for him.

5 Then the King said, Cause Haman
to make haste, that he may do as
Esther hath said. So the king and
Haman came to the banquet that
Esther had prepared.

COLIINOCIN 410019

6 (| And the king said unto Esther
at the banquet of wine, What is thy
petition? and it shall be granted
thee: and what is thy request? even
to the half of the kingdom it shall
be performed.

7 Then answered Esther, and said,
My petition and my request is;

8 If I have found favour in the sight
of the king, and if it please the king
to grant my petition, and to per-
form my request, let the king and
Haman come to the “banquet that
I shall prepare for them, and I will
do to morrow as the king hath said.

9 | Then went Haman forth that
day joyful and with a glad heart:
but when Haman saw Mordecai in
the King’s gate, that he 4stood not
up, nor moved for him, he was full
of indignation against Mordecai.

10 Nevertheless Haman refrained
himself: and when he came home,
he sent and called for his friends,
and Zeresh his wife.

11 And Haman told them of the
glory of his riches, and the mul-
titude of his children, and all the
things wherein the king had “pro-
moted him, and how he had ad-
vanced him above the princes and
servants of the king.

12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Es-
ther the queen did let no man come
in with the King unto the banquet
that she had prepared but myself;
and to morrow am I invited unto
her also with the King.

13 Yet all this availeth me nothing,
so long as I see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the king’s gate.

14 (| Then said Zeresh his wife
and all his friends unto him, Let
a “gallows be made of fifty cubits
high, and to morrow ’speak thou
unto the king that Mordecai may
be hanged thereon: then go thou
in merrily with the king unto the
banquet. And the thing pleased
Haman; and he caused the gallows
to be made.

14b Gen. 45:7 (7-8).
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unto the king.

WHEN Mordecai perceived all that
was done, Mordecai rent his clothes,
and put on sackcloth with ashes,
and went out into the midst of the
city, and cried with a loud and a
bitter cry;

2 And came even before the king’s
gate: for none might enter into the
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.

3 And in every province, whith-
ersoever the king’s commandment
and his decree came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, and
“fasting, and weeping, and wail-
ing; and many lay in sackcloth and
ashes.

II 9 6 Cl 9 O
chamberlains came and told it her.
Then was the queen exceedingly
orieved; and she sent raiment to
clothe Mordecai, and to take away

12a Esth. 8:10 (8-10).
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ment unto Mordecai;

11 All the Kking’s servants, and
the people of the King’s provinces,
do know, that whosoever, whether
man or woman, shall come unto
the King into the inner “court, who
1S not called, there is one law of his
to put him to ®death, except such to
whom the king shall hold out the
oolden “sceptre, that he may live:
but I have not been called to come
in unto the king these thirty days.

12 And they told to Mordecai Es-
ther’s words.

13 Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with thy-
self that thou shalt escape in the
king’s house, more than all the Jews.

14 For if thou altogether holdest
thy peace at this time, then shall
there “enlargement and deliver-
ance arise to the Jews from another

b TG Capital Punishment.
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13 And the “%letters were sent by
posts into all the king’s provinces,
to destroy, to °kill, and to cause to
perish, all Jews, both young and old,
little children and women, in ‘one
day, even upon the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the
month Adar, and to take the spoil
of them for a prey.

14 The copy of the writing for a
commandment to be given in every
province was published unto all
people, that they should be ready
against that day.

15 The posts went out, being has-
tened by the king’s commandment,
and the decree was given in Shushan
the palace. And the King and Ha-
man sat down to drink; but the city
Shushan was perplexed.

CHAPTER 4

Mordecai and the Jews mourn and fast
because of the king’s decree—ESsther, at

one of the King's chamberlains,
whom he had appointed to attend
upon her, and gave him a command-
ment to Mordecai, to know what it
was, and why it was.

6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai
unto the street of the city, which
was before the king’s gate.

7 And Mordecai told him of all that
had happened unto him, and of the
sum of the money that Haman had
promised to “pay to the king’s trea-

8 Also he gave him the copy of
the writing of the decree that was
ogiven at Shushan to destroy them, to
shew it unto Esther, and to declare
it unto her, and to charge her that
she should go in unto the king, to
make supplication unto him, and
to make request before him for
her people.

ther the words of Mordecai.
10 €N A ocna1nn EHethoaer cnrnnnanlro 1700 A




Vay

@/ A A «f A P S o A AV A S A O O O VA9

10 | Agam Esther spake unto
Hatach and gave h1m command-
11 All the kmgs servants, and
the people of the king’s provinces,
do know, that whosoever, whether
man or woman, shall come unto
the king into the inner “court, who
1S not called, there is one law of his
to put him to ®death, except such to
whom the king shall hold out the
oolden °sceptre, that he may live:
but I have not been called to come
in unto the king these thirty days.
ther s words.

13 Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with thy-
self that thou shalt escape in the
king’s house, more than all the Jews.

14 For if thou altogether holdest
thy peace at this time, then shall
there “enlargement and deliver-
ance arise to the Jews from another

Seminary Manual

During this time kings were
frequently in danger of
assassination, so they surrounded
themselves with guards and had
harsh penalties for anyone who
came uninvited into any room
they were in. Esther would be
risking her life if she went in to the
king without having been called.
Her life would be spared only if he
held out his golden scepter to her.



ment unto Mordecai;
1at 11 All the king’s servants, and
es, | the people of the king’s provinces,
es, | do know, that whosoever, whether
he | man or woman, shall come unto
1 a | the king into the inner “court, who

1S not called, there is one law of his
g’s | to put him to ®death, except such to
he | whom the king shall hold out the
th. | golden °sceptre, that he may live:
th- | but I have not been called to come
nt | in unto the king these thirty days.
12 And they told to Mordecai Es-

13 Then Mordecai commanded to
answer Esther, Think not with thy-
self that thou shalt escape in the
king’s house, more than all the Jews.

14 For if thou altogether holdest
thy peace at this time, then shall
there “enlargement and deliver-
ance arise to the Jews from another

1. 8:12. b TG Capital Punishment.
1. 9:31. | ¢ Esth. 5:2: 8:4.

place; but thou and thy father’s
house shall be destroyed: and who
knoweth whether thou art come to
the kingdom for such a °time as this?

: e .
Mordecai this answer,

16 Go, gather together all the Jews
that are present in Shushan, and
fast ye for me, and neither eat nor
drink three days, night or day: I also
and my maidens will fast likewise;
and so will I go in unto the king,
which is not according to the law:
and if I perish, I perish.

17 So Mordecai went his way, and
did according to all that Esther had
commanded him.

CHAPTER 5

The king receives Esther—She invites
him and Haman to a banquet—Haman
plans to have Mordecai hanged.




Ronald A. Rasband

“What may appear to be a random chance is, in fact, overseen by a

loving Father in Heaven. ... The Lord is in the small details of our
lives”

(“By Divine Design,” Oct 2017 GC, Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2017, 56).



Dieter F. Uchtdorf

“The Lord gave you your
responsibilities for a reason.
There may be people and
hearts only you can reach and
touch. Perhaps no one else
could do it in quite the same
way”

(Dieter F. Uchtdorf, “Lift Where You Stand,”
GC Oct. 2008, Ensign or Liahona, Nov.
2008, 56).



James E. Faust

“These are challenging times. | believe your spirits may have been
reserved for these latter days; that you, like Esther, have come to
earth ‘for such a time as this. It may be that your most significant,
everlasting achievements will be your righteous influence on
others, that your divine feminine inner beauty and intuition will find
expression in your quiet strength, gentleness, dignity, charm,

graciousness, creativity, sensitivity, radiance, and spirituality.
Enhance these sublime feminine gifts”

(James E. Faust, “The Virtues of Righteous Daughters of God,” GC April 2003,
Ensign or Liahona, May 2003, 111).



place; but thou and thy father’s
house shall be destroyed: and who
knoweth whether thou art come to
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15 | Then Esther bad
Mordecai this answer,

16 Go, gather together all the Jews
that are present in Shushan, and
fast ye for me, and neither eat nor
drink three days, night or day: I also
and my maidens will fast likewise;
and so will I go in unto the king,
which is not according to the law:
and if I perish, I perish.

17 So Mordecai went his way, and
did according to all that Esther had
commanded him.

CHAPTER 5

The king receives Esther—She invites
him and Haman to a banquet—Haman
plans to have Mordecai hanged.




Thomas S. Monson

“We will all face fear, experience ridicule, and meet opposition. Let
us—all of us—have the courage to defy the consensus, the courage
to stand for principle. Courage, not compromise, brings the smile of
God’s approval. Courage becomes a living and an attractive virtue
when it is regarded not only as a willingness to die manfully but
also as the determination to live decently. As we move forward,
striving to live as we should, we will surely receive help from the
Lord and can find comfort in His words”

(Thomas S. Monson, “Be Strong and of a Good Courage,” GC Apr 2014, Ensign or
Liahona, May 2014, 69).
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Esther Prepares a Banquet

place; but thou and thy father’s
house shall be destroyed: and who
knoweth whether thou art come to
the kingdom for such a time as this?

15 | Then Esther bade them return
Mordecai this answer,

16 Go, gather together all the Jews
that are present in Shushan, and
afast ye for me, and neither eat nor
drink three days, night or day: I also
and my maidens will fast likewise;
and so will I go in unto the King,
which is not according to the law:
and if I perish, I perish.

17 So Mordecai went his way, and
did according to all that Esther had
commanded him.

CHAPTER 5

The king receives Esther—She invites
him and Haman to a banquet—Haman
plans to have Mordecai hanged.

Now it came to pass on the third
day, that Esther put on her royal ap-
parel, and stood in the inner court
of the king’s house, over against the
king’s house: and the king sat upon
his royal throne in the royal house,
over against the gate of the house.

2 And it was so, when the king saw
Esther the queen standing in the
court, that she obtained favour in
his sight: and the king held out to
Esther the golden *sceptre that was
in his hand. So Esther drew neatr,
and touched the top of the sceptre.

3 Then said the King unto her,
What wilt thou, queen Esther? and
what is thy request? it shall be
even given thee to the “half of the
kingdom.

4 And Esther answered, If it seem
good unto the king, let the king and
Haman come this day unto the ban-
quet that I have prepared for him.

5 Then the king said, Cause Haman
to make haste, that he may do as
Esther hath said. So the king and
Haman came to the banquet that
Esther had prepared.

6 (| And the king said unto Esther
at the banquet of wine, What is thy
petition? and it shall be granted
thee: and what is thy request? even
to the half of the kingdom it shall
be performed.

7 Then answered Esther, and said,
My petition and my request is;

8 If I have found favour in the sight
of the king, and if it please the king
to grant my petition, and to per-
form my request, let the king and
Haman come to the *banquet that
I shall prepare for them, and I will
do to morrow as the king hath said.

9 | Then went Haman forth that
day joyful and with a glad heart:
but when Haman saw Mordecai in
the King’s gate, that he 4stood not
up, nor moved for him, he was full
of indignation against Mordecai.

10 Nevertheless Haman refrained
himself: and when he came home,
he sent and called for his friends,
and Zeresh his wife.

11 And Haman told them of the
glory of his riches, and the mul-
titude of his children, and all the
things wherein the king had “pro-
moted him, and how he had ad-
vanced him above the princes and
servants of the king.

12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Es-
ther the queen did let no man come
in with the king unto the banquet
that she had prepared but myself;
and to morrow am I invited unto
her also with the king.

13 Yet all this availeth me nothing,
so long as I see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the king’s gate.

14 ([ Then said Zeresh his wife
and all his friends unto him, Let
a “gallows be made of fifty cubits
high, and to morrow ’speak thou
unto the king that Mordecai may
be hanged thereon: then go thou
in merrily with the king unto the
banquet. And the thing pleased
Haman; and he caused the gallows
to be made.

14b Gen. 45:7 (7-8).
16a TG Fast, Fasting.
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Haman Plans to Hang Mordecai

The King Honors Mordecai

CHAPTER 6

Mordecai receives great honors—Ha-
man mourns and is counseled by his
wife.

ON that night could not the King
sleep, and he commanded to bring
the book of “records of the °chroni-
cles; and they were read before
the king.

2 And it was found written, that
Mordecai had told of “Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king’s chamber-
lains, the keepers of the door, who
sought to lay hand on the king
Ahasuerus.

3 And the king said, What honour
and dignity hath been done to Mor-
decai for this? Then said the king’s
servants that ministered unto him,
There is nothing done for him.

4 ([ And the king said, Who is in
the court? Now Haman was come
into the outward “court of the king’s
house, to ’speak unto the king to
hang Mordecai on the gallows that
he had prepared for him.

5 And the king’s servants said unto
him, Behold, Haman standeth in
the court. And the Kking said, Let
him come in.

6 So Haman came in. And the
king said unto him, What shall be
done unto the man whom the king
delighteth to honour? Now Haman
thought in his heart, To whom
would the king delight to do hon-
our more than to myself?

7 And Haman answered the King,
For the man whom the king delight-
eth to honour,

8 Let the royal apparel be brought
which the king useth to wear, and
the horse that the king rideth upon,
and the crown royal which is set
upon his head:

9 And let this apparel and horse be
delivered to the hand of one of the
king’s most noble princes, that they
may array the man withal whom
the king delighteth to honour, and
bring him on horseback through

the street of the city, and proclaim
before him, Thus shall it be done to
the man whom the Kking delighteth
to honour.

10 Then the King said to Haman,
Make haste, and take the apparel
and the horse, as thou hast said,
and do even so to Mordecai the
Jew, that sitteth at the king’s gate:
let nothing fail of all that thou hast
spoken.

11 Then took Haman the apparel
and the horse, and arrayed Morde-
cai, and brought him on horseback
through the street of the city, and
proclaimed before him, Thus shall
it be done unto the man whom the
king delighteth to honour.

12 | And Mordecai came again to
the Kking’s gate. But Haman hasted
to his house mourning, and having
his “head covered.

13 And Haman told Zeresh his wife
and all his friends every thing that
had befallen him. Then said his
wise men and Zeresh his wife unto
him, If Mordecai be of the seed of
the Jews, before whom thou hast
begun to fall, thou shalt not pre-
vail against him, but shalt surely
fall before him.

14 And while they were yet talking
with him, came the king’s chamber-
lains, and hasted to bring Haman
unto the “banquet that Esther had
prepared.

CHAPTER 7

Esther reveals Haman’s plot to destroy
the Jews—He is hanged on his own
gallows.

SO the king and Haman came to
banquet with Esther the queen.

2 And the king said again unto
Esther on the second day at the
banquet of wine, What is thy “pe-
tition, queen Esther? and it shall
be granted thee: and what is thy
request? and it shall be performed,
even to the half of the kingdom.

3 Then Esther the queen answered

6 1a Esth. 2:23.
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Esther Reveals Haman's Plot



0D nave Mordecdail

NOw it came to pass on the third
day, that Esther put on her royal ap-
parel, and stood in the inner court
of the king’s house, over against the
king’s house: and the king sat upon
his royal throne in the royal house,
over against the gate of the house.

2 And 1t was so, when the king saw
Esther the queen standing in the
court, that she obtained favour in
his sight: and the King held out to
Esther the golden ?sceptre that was
in his hand. So Esther drew near,
and touched the top of the sceptre.

3 Then said the king unto her,
What wilt thou, queen Esther? and
what is thy request? it shall be
even given thee to the ?half of the
kingdom.

o00d unto the king, let thé king and
Haman come this day unto the ban-
quet that‘I t}q,ve pr.epelred for him.
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Narrator:

After the king asked Esther what she wanted from him, she asked if
he and Haman would come to a banquet that she had prepared for
them. During this banquet, Esther invited the king and Haman to
attend a second banquet, which would be held the following day.



VYV LOGCy

- King,
e law:

y, and
er had

invites
Jaman

third

val ap-

court
1St the
L upon
house,
house.
12 SaW
in the
Our in
out to
at was

eV 61. L1l L 111)’

form my request, let the king and
Haman come to the “banquet that
I shall prepare for them, and 1 will
9 ( Then went Haman forth that
day joyful and with a glad heart:
but when Haman saw Mordecai in
the king’s gate, that he 4stood not
up, nor moved for him, he was full
of indignation against Mordecai.
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himself: and when he came home,
he sent and called for his friends,
and Zeresh his wife.

11 And Haman told them of the
olory of his riches, and the mul-
titude of his children, and all the
things wherein the king had “pro-
moted him, and how he had ad-
vanced him above the princes and
servants of the King.

12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Es-
ther the queen did let no man come
in with the King unto the banquet
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12 Haman said moreover, Yea, Es-
ther the queen did let no man come
in with the King unto the banquet
that she had prepared but myself;
and to morrow am I invited unto
her also with the king.

13 Yet all this availeth me nothing,
so long as I see Mordecai the Jew
sitting at the king’s gate.

14 | Then said Zeresh his wife
and all his friends unto him, Let
a ‘gallows be made of fifty cubits
high, and to morrow ’speak thou
unto the king that Mordecai may
be hanged thereon: then go thou
in merrily with the king unto the
banquet. And the thing pleased
Haman; and he caused the gallows
to be made.
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Narrator:

The king could not sleep the night before the banquet. He had
some official reports read to him and learned that Mordecai had
saved his life by stopping the assassination attempt. As a result, he

had Haman bestow a great honor on Mordecai, further fueling
Haman’s hatred of Mordecai and the Jews.



The King Honors Mordecai

CHAPTER 6

Mordecai receives great honors—Ha-
man mourns and is counseled by his
wife.

ON that night could not the king
sleep, and he commanded to bring
the book of “records of the °chroni-
cles; and they were read before
the king.

2 And it was found written, that
Mordecai had told of “Bigthana and
Teresh, two of the king’s chamber-
lains, the keepers of the door, who
sought to lay hand on the King
Ahasuerus.

3 And the king said, What honour
and dignity hath been done to Mor-
decai for this? Then said the king’s
servants that ministered unto him,
There is nothing done for him.

4 ([ And the king said, Who is in
the court? Now Haman was come
into the outward “court of the king’s
house, to ’speak unto the king to
hang Mordecai on the gallows that
he had prepared for him.

5 And the King’s servants said unto
him, Behold, Haman standeth in
the court. And the king said, Let
him come in.

6 So Haman came in. And the
king said unto him, What shall be
done unto the man whom the king
delighteth to honour? Now Haman
thought in his heart, To whom
would the King delight to do hon-
our more than to myself?

7 And Haman answered the King,
For the man whom the king delight-
eth to honour,

8 Let the royal apparel be brought
which the king useth to wear, and
the horse that the king rideth upon,
and the crown royal which is set
upon his head:

9 And let this apparel and horse be
delivered to the hand of one of the
king’s most noble princes, that they
may array the man withal whom
the king delighteth to honour, and
bring him on horseback through

the street of the city, and proclaim
before him, Thus shall it be done to
the man whom the King delighteth
to honour.

10 Then the King said to Haman,
Make haste, and take the apparel
and the horse, as thou hast said,
and do even so to Mordecai the
Jew, that sitteth at the king’s gate:
let nothing fail of all that thou hast
spoken.

11 Then took Haman the apparel
and the horse, and arrayed Morde-
cai, and brought him on horseback
through the street of the city, and
proclaimed before him, Thus shall
it be done unto the man whom the
king delighteth to honour.

12 (| And Mordecai came again to
the king’s gate. But Haman hasted
to his house mourning, and having
his “head covered.

13 And Haman told Zeresh his wife
and all his friends every thing that
had befallen him. Then said his
wise men and Zeresh his wife unto
him, If Mordecai be of the seed of
the Jews, before whom thou hast
begun to fall, thou shalt not pre-
vail against him, but shalt surely
fall before him.

14 And while they were yet talking
with him, came the King’s chamber-
lains, and hasted to bring Haman
unto the “banquet that Esther had
prepared.

CHAPTER 7

Esther reveals Haman’s plot to destroy
the Jews—He is hanged on his own
gallows.

SO the king and Haman came to
banquet with Esther the queen.

2 And the king said again unto
Esther on the second day at the
banquet of wine, What is thy *pe-
tition, queen Esther? and it shall
be granted thee: and what is thy
request? and it shall be performed,
even to the half of the kingdom.

3 Then Esther the queen answered

6 1a Esth. 2:23. 4a Esth. 4:11.

14a Esth. 5:8.
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Esther Reveals Haman's Plot

Haman Is Hanged

o/

and said, If I have found favour in
thy sight, O king, and if it please
the king, let my life be given me
at my petition, and my people at
my request:

4 For we are “sold, I and my peo-
ple, to be destroyed, to be slain,
and to perish. But if we had been
sold for bondmen and bondwomen,
I had held my tongue, *although
the enemy could not countervail
the king’s damage.

5 ( Then the king Ahasuerus an-
swered and said unto Esther the
queen, Who is he, and where is he,
that durst presume in his heart to
do so?

6 And Esther said, The adversary
and enemy is this wicked Haman.
Then Haman was afraid before the
king and the queen.

7 (| And the king arising from the
banquet of wine in his wrath went
into the palace “garden: and Ha-
man stood up to make request for
his life to Esther the queen; for he
saw that there was evil determined
against him by the king.

8 Then the king returned out of
the palace garden into the place of
the banquet of wine; and Haman
was fallen upon the bed whereon
Esther was. Then said the king, Will
he force the queen also before me
in the house? As the word went out
of the king’s mouth, they covered
Haman’s face.

9 And “Harbonah, one of the cham-
berlains, said before the king, Be-
hold also, the ?gallows fifty cubits
high, which Haman had made for
‘Mordecai, who had spoken good for
the King, standeth in the house of
Haman. Then the king said, “Hang
him thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on the
2gallows that he had prepared for
Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath
pacified.

ol (:4—-0:0

CHAPTER 8

Mordecai is honored and placed over
the house of Haman—Ahasuerus issues
a decree to preserve the Jews.

ON that day did the king Ahasuerus
give the house of Haman the Jews’
enemy unto Esther the queen. And
Mordecai came before the king;
for Esther had told “what he was
unto her.

2 And the King took off his “ring,
which he had taken from Haman,
and gave it unto Mordecai. And
Esther set Mordecai over the house
of Haman.

3 And Esther spake yet again
before the king, and fell down at
his feet, and besought him with
tears to put away the mischief of
Haman the Agagite, and his *device
that he had devised against the
Jews.

4 Then the king held out the golden
2sceptre toward Esther. So Esther
arose, and stood before the King,

5 And said, If it please the king,
and if I have found favour in his
sight, and the thing seem right be-
fore the king, and I be pleasing in
his eyes, let it be written to reverse
the letters devised by Haman the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite,
which he wrote to destroy the Jews
which are in all the king’s provinces:

6 For how can I endure to see the
evil that shall come unto my peo-
ple? or how can I endure to see the
destruction of my kindred?

7 ( Then the king Ahasuerus said
unto Esther the queen and to Mor-
decai the Jew, Behold, I have given
Esther the house of Haman, and
him they have hanged upon the
gallows, because he laid his hand
upon the Jews.

8 Write ye also for the Jews, as it
liketh you, in the king’s name, and
seal it with the king’s ring: for the

4a Esth. 3:9: 4:7 |

b Esth. 5:14.

| 8 14 Esth. 2:10 (7-20).

Esther Saves the Jews
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SO the king and Haman came to
banquet with Esther the queen.

2 And the King said again unto
Esther on the second day at the
banquet of wine, What is thy “pe-
tition, queen Esther? and it shall
be granted thee: and what is thy
request? and it shall be performed,
even to the half of the kingdom.

3 Then Esther the queen answered

6 And Esther said, The adversary
and enemy is this w1cked Haman.
Then Haman was afraid before the
king and the queen.

7 | And the king arising from the
banquet of wine in his wrath went
into the palace “garden: and Ha-
man stood up to make request for
his life to Esther the queen; for he
saw that there was evil determined
agamst him by the King.

the palace garden into the place of
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the banquet of wine; and Haman
was fallen upon the bed whereon
Esther was. Then said the king, Will
he force the queen also before me
in the house? As the word went out
of the king’s mouth, they covered
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9 And “Harbonah, one of the cham-
berlains, said before the king, Be-
hold also, the ?gallows fifty cubits
high, which Haman had made for
‘Mordecai, who had spoken good for
the king, standeth in the house of
Haman. Then the king said, {Hang
him thereon.

10 So they hanged Haman on the
‘ogallows that he had prepared for
Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath
pacified.
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4a Esth. 3:9; 4:7.
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b Esth. 5:14.
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his eyes, let it be written to reverse
the letters devised by Haman the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite,
which he wrote to destroy the Jews
which are in all the Kking’s provinces:

6 For how can I endure to see the
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Narrator:

After Haman died, King Ahasuerus gave a second decree to
preserve the Jews and give them power to destroy their enemies
within the kingdom. The Feast of Purim was instituted to help the
Jews remember their deliverance from Haman. Mordecai was
elevated to second-in-command in the kingdom.
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D. Todd Christofferson

“Former Young Women general president Margaret D. Nadauld
taught: ‘The world has enough women who are tough; we need
women who are tender. There are enough women who are coarse;
we need women who are kind. There are enough women who are
rude; we need women who are refined. We have enough women of
fame and fortune; we need more women of faith. We have enough
greed; we need more goodness. We have enough vanity; we need
more virtue. We have enough popularity; we need more
purity’ [Margaret D. Nadauld, “The Joy of Womanhood,” Ensign, Nov.
2000, 15]. ...



D. Todd Christofferson

“My plea to women and girls today is to protect and cultivate the
moral force that is within you. Preserve that innate virtue and the
unique gifts you bring with you into the world. Your intuition is to
do good and to be good, and as you follow the Holy Spirit, your
moral authority and influence will grow. To the young women | say,
don’t lose that moral force even before you have it in full measure.
Take particular care that your language is clean, not coarse; that
your dress reflects modesty, not vanity; and that your conduct
manifests purity, not promiscuity. You cannot lift others to virtue on
the one hand if you are entertaining vice on the other”

(D. Todd Christofferson, “The Moral Force of Women,” GC Oct 2013, Ensign or Liahona, Nov.
2013, 31).



2apparel of blue and white, and with
a great crown of gold, and with a
garment of fine linen and purple:
and the city of Shushan rejoiced
and was glad.

16 The Jews had light, and glad-
ness, and joy, and honour.

17 And in every province, and in
every city, whithersoever the king’s
commandment and his decree came,
the Jews had joy and gladness, a
feast and a good *day. And many
of the people of the land became
Jews; for the ®fear of the Jews fell
upon them.

CHAPTER 9

The Jews slay their enemies, including
Haman’s ten sons—The Feast of Pu-
rim is instituted to commemorate their
deliverance and victory.

Now in the twelfth month, that is,
the month Adar, on the thirteenth
day of the same, when the king’s
‘commandment and his decree drew
near to be put in execution, in the
day that the enemies of the Jews
hoped to have power over them,
(though it was turned to the con-
trary, that the Jews had rule over
them that hated them;)

2 The Jews ?gathered themselves
together in their cities throughout
all the provinces of the king Ahasu-
erus, to lay hand on such as sought
their hurt: and no man could with-
stand them; for the °fear of them
fell upon all people.

3 And all the rulers of the prov-
inces, and the lieutenants, and the
deputies, and officers of the king,
helped the Jews; because the fear
of Mordecai fell upon them.

4 For Mordecai was great in the
king’s house, and his fame went out
throughout all the provinces: for
this man Mordecai waxed greater
and greater.

5 Thus the Jews smote all their en-
emies with the stroke of the sword,

| b Esth. 9:2.

The Jews Destroy Their Enemies

and slaughter, and destruction, and
did what they would unto those
that hated them.

6 And in Shushan the palace the
Jews slew and destroyed five hun-
dred men.

7 And Parshandatha, and Dalphon,
and Aspatha,

8 And Poratha, and Adalia, and
Aridatha,

9 And Parmashta, and Arisai, and
Aridai, and Vajezatha,

10 The ten sons of Haman the son
of Hammedatha, the enemy of the
Jews, slew they; but on the spoil
laid they not their hand.

11 On that day the number of those
that were slain in Shushan the pal-
ace was brought before the king.

12  And the king said unto Es-
ther the queen, The Jews have slain
and destroyed five hundred men in
Shushan the palace, and the ten sons
of Haman; what have they done in
the rest of the king’s provinces? now
what is thy “petition? and it shall
be granted thee: or what is thy re-
quest further? and it shall be done.

13 Then said Esther, If it please
the king, let it be granted to the
Jews which are in Shushan to do
to morrow also according unto this
day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten
sons be hanged upon the gallows.

14 And the king commanded it
so to be done: and the decree was
given at Shushan; and they hanged
Haman'’s ten sons.

15 For the Jews that were in Shu-
shan gathered themselves together
on the fourteenth day also of the
month Adar, and slew three hun-
dred men at Shushan; but on the
prey they laid not their hand.

16 But the other Jews that were
in the King’s provinces gathered
themselves together, and stood for
their lives, and had rest from their
enemies, and slew of their foes sev-
enty and five thousand, but they
laid not their hands on the prey,

17 On the thirteenth day of the
month Adar; and on the fourteenth

day of the same rested they, and
made it a day of feasting and glad-
ness.

18 But the Jews that were at
Shushan assembled together on
the thirteenth day thereof, and on
the fourteenth thereof; and on the
fifteenth day of the same they rested,
and made it a day of feasting and
gladness.

19 Therefore the Jews of the vil-
lages, that dwelt in the unwalled
towns, made the fourteenth day
of the month Adar a day of glad-
ness and feasting, and a good “day,
and of sending Pportions one to
another.

20 | And Mordecai wrote these
things, and sent letters unto all the
Jews that were in all the provinces
of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh
and far,

21 To stablish this among them,
that they should keep the fourteenth
day of the month Adar, and the
fifteenth day of the same, yearly,

22 As the days wherein the Jews
rested from their enemies, and
the month which was turned unto
them from sorrow to joy, and from
mourning into a good day: that they
should make them days of feast-
ing and joy, and of sending por-
tions one to another, and gifts to
the poor.

23 And the Jews undertook to do
as they had begun, and as Mordecai
had written unto them;

24 Because Haman the son of Ham-
medatha, the Agagite, the enemy of
all the Jews, had “devised against
the Jews to destroy them, and had
cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume
them, and to destroy them,;

25 But when Esther came before
the King, he commanded by letters
that his wicked device, which he
devised against the Jews, should
return upon his own head, and that
he and his sons should be hanged
on the gallows.

26 Wherefore they called these
days Purim after the name of Pur.

171 F<th 77 |
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The Feast of Purim Inaugurated

Therefore for all the words of this
letter, and of that which they had
seen concerning this matter, and
which had come unto them,

27 The Jews ordained, and took
upon them, and upon their seed,
and upon all such as joined them-
selves unto them, so as it should not
fail, that they would keep these two
days according to their writing, and
according to their appointed time
every year;

28 And that these days should be
remembered and kept throughout
every generation, every family, ev-
ery province, and every city; and
that these days of Purim should
not fail from among the Jews, nor
the memorial of them perish from
their seed.

29 Then Esther the queen, the
2daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai
the Jew, wrote with all authority, to
confirm this second *letter of Purim.

30 And he sent the letters unto all
the Jews, to the hundred twenty
and seven “provinces of the King-
dom of Ahasuerus, with words of
peace and truth,

31 To confirm these days of Purim

in their times appointed, according
as Mordecai the Jew and Esther the
queen had enjoined them, and as
they had decreed for themselves
and for their seed, the matters of
the “fastings and their cry.

32 And the decree of Esther con-
firmed these matters of Purim; and
it was written in the book.

CHAPTER 10

Mordecai, the Jew, stands next to Aha-
suerus in power and might.

AND the king Ahasuerus laid a trib-
ute upon the land, and upon the
isles of the sea.

2 And all the acts of his power and
of his might, and the declaration of
the greatness of Mordecai, where-
unto the king “advanced him, are
they not written in the book of the
bchronicles of the kings of Media
and Persia?

3 For Mordecai the ¢Jew was ’next
unto king Ahasuerus, and great
among the Jews, and accepted of
the multitude of his brethren, seek-
ing the wealth of his people, and
speaking peace to all his seed.

THE BOOK OF

JOB

CHAPTER 1

Job, a just and perfect man, is blessed
with great riches—Satan obtains per-
mission from the Lord to tempt and
try Job—Job’s property and children

are destroyed, and yet he praises and
blesses the Lord.

HERE was a man in the land
of Uz, whose name was °Job;

and that man was “perfect and

29a Esth. 2:15.

b Esth. 8:10 (8-12).
30a Esth. 1:1.
31a Esth. 4:3 (3, 16).
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1 1a Gen. 10:23 (21-23);
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b Ezek. 14:14; James 5:11.
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The Greatness of Mordecai
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Camille Fronk Olsen

“Every person in the story of Esther exhibits serious character flaws, but the
account illustrates that God works through imperfect people to bring about his
purposes. Furthermore, the story shows how God intervened through the
subtle designs of a woman to protect his people.

“[The story of Esther demonstrates that] anyone who feels marginalized or
powerless in society generally, can significantly influence the world for good.
Using one's talents, wisdom, and divine inspiration, any woman or man can
bring change by enlightening those who hold power and have the authority to
make better laws. Assuredly, many women used their intelligence and charm in
such positive ways throughout Biblical history... The clear concern of such
women was to protect and improve lives rather than to receive National
acclaim.”

(Camille Fronk Olsen, “Women of the Old Testament,” 2009, p. 163-164)



