




The Kings and Prophets of the Divided Kingdom
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Jeremiah 25:11-12 

11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; 
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
12 ¶ And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are 
accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that 
nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the 
Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desolations.



Jeremiah 29:10 

10 ¶ For thus saith the Lord, That after seventy years be 
accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word 
toward you, in causing you to return to this place.



Jeremiah 32:36-38 

36 ¶ And now therefore thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, 
concerning this city, whereof ye say, It shall be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and 
by the pestilence; 
37 Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have 
driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath; and I 
will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell 
safely: 
38 And they shall be my people, and I will be their God:
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Ezra 1
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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6342 CHRONICLES 36:22–EZRA 1:9

the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for 
as long as she lay desolate she kept 
a  sabbath, to fulfil b  threescore and 
ten years.
22 ¶ Now in the first year of Cyrus 

king of Persia, that the word of the  
LORD spoken by the mouth of Jere-
miah might be accomplished, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that he made a 

proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing, saying,
23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 

All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the LORD God of heaven given me; 
and he hath charged me to build 
him an a  house in Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. Who is there among you 
of all his people? The LORD his God 
be with him, and let him go up.

 21 a TG Sabbatical Year.
  b Jer. 25:12;  

Dan. 9:2.
 23 a Ezra 1:2 (1–3);  

Isa. 44:28.

 [EZRA]
1 1 a 1 Ne. 5:13; 7:14;  

Hel. 8:20.
  b Dan. 6:28.

 2 a Ezra 3:7.
  b 2 Chr. 36:23 (22–23);  

Isa. 44:28.
 6 a IE assisted them.
 7 a Jer. 27:22.

   

EZRA
CHAPTER 1

King Cyrus of Persia lets the Jews go 
back to Jerusalem to build the temple—
Cyrus returns the vessels of the house 
of the Lord taken by Nebuchadnezzar.

NOW in the first year of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that the word 
of the LORD by the mouth 

of a  Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
b  Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing,  
saying,
2 Thus saith a  Cyrus king of Per-

sia, The LORD God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to 
build him an b  house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah.
3 Who is there among you of all his 

people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and build the house of 
the LORD God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem.
4 And whosoever remaineth in any 

place where he sojourneth, let the 

men of his place help him with sil-
ver, and with gold, and with goods, 
and with beasts, beside the freewill 
offering for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem.
5 ¶ Then rose up the chief of the 

fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests, and the Levites, with all 
them whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of the 
LORD which is in Jerusalem.
6 And all they that were about  

them a  strengthened their hands  
with vessels of silver, with gold, with  
goods, and with beasts, and with  
precious things, beside all that was 
willingly offered.
7 ¶ Also Cyrus the king brought 

forth the vessels of the house of the 
LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
a  brought forth out of Jerusalem, 
and had put them in the house of 
his gods;
8 Even those did Cyrus king of 

Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and num-
bered them unto Sheshbazzar, the 
prince of Judah.
9 And this is the number of them: 

635 EZRA 1:10–2:33

thirty a chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives,
10 Thirty basins of gold, silver 

basins of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand.
11 All the vessels of gold and of 

silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the a  captivity 
that were brought up from Babylon 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 2
The descendants of the Jews taken cap-
tive who return to Jerusalem and to Ju-
dah are listed—The children of priests 
whose genealogy is lost are denied the 
priesthood—Faithful people contribute 
to the building of the temple.
NOW these are the a  children of the 
province that went up out of the 
captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto b Babylon, and came again 
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every 
one unto his city;
2 a  Which came with b  Zerubbabel: 

Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reel-
aiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big-
vai, Rehum, Baanah. The number 
of the men of the people of Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two  

thousand an hundred seventy and 
two.
4 The children of Shephatiah, three 

hundred seventy and two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hun-

dred seventy and five.
6 The children of Pahath-moab, of 

the children of Jeshua and Joab, two  
thousand eight hundred and twelve.
7 The children of Elam, a thou-

sand two hundred fifty and four.
8 The children of Zattu, nine hun-

dred forty and five.
9 The children of Zaccai, seven 

hundred and threescore.

10 The children of a  Bani, six hun-
dred forty and two.
11 The children of Bebai, six hun-

dred twenty and three.
12 The children of Azgad, a thou-

sand two hundred twenty and two.
13 The children of Adonikam, six 

hundred sixty and six.
14 The children of Bigvai, two 

thousand fifty and six.
15 The children of Adin, four hun-

dred fifty and four.
16 The children of Ater of Heze-

kiah, ninety and eight.
17 The children of Bezai, three 

hundred twenty and three.
18 The children of Jorah, an hun-

dred and twelve.
19 The children of Hashum, two 

hundred twenty and three.
20 The children of Gibbar, ninety 

and five.
21 The children of Beth-lehem, an 

hundred twenty and three.
22 The men of Netophah, fifty 

and six.
23 The men of Anathoth, an hun-

dred twenty and eight.
24 The children of Azmaveth, forty 

and two.
25 The children of Kirjath-arim, 

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred and forty and three.
26 The children of Ramah and 

Gaba, six hundred twenty and one.
27 The men of Michmas, an hun-

dred twenty and two.
28 The men of Beth-el and Ai, two 

hundred twenty and three.
29 The children of Nebo, fifty 

and two.
30 The children of Magbish, an 

hundred fifty and six.
31 The children of the other Elam, 

a thousand two hundred fifty and 
four.
32 The children of Harim, three 

hundred and twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid,  

and Ono, seven hundred twenty 
and five.

 9 a OR basins.
 11 a OR exiles.
2 1 a Neh. 7:6 (6–73); 12:1.
  b 1 Ne. 1:13; 10:3;  

Omni 1:15.
 2 a Neh. 7:7.
  b 1 Chr. 3:19 (17–19);  

Hag. 1:1;  

Matt. 1:12 (11–13).
 10 a Neh. 7:15.
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the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for 
as long as she lay desolate she kept 
a  sabbath, to fulfil b  threescore and 
ten years.
22 ¶ Now in the first year of Cyrus 

king of Persia, that the word of the  
LORD spoken by the mouth of Jere-
miah might be accomplished, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that he made a 

proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing, saying,
23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 

All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the LORD God of heaven given me; 
and he hath charged me to build 
him an a  house in Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. Who is there among you 
of all his people? The LORD his God 
be with him, and let him go up.

 21 a TG Sabbatical Year.
  b Jer. 25:12;  

Dan. 9:2.
 23 a Ezra 1:2 (1–3);  

Isa. 44:28.

 [EZRA]
1 1 a 1 Ne. 5:13; 7:14;  

Hel. 8:20.
  b Dan. 6:28.

 2 a Ezra 3:7.
  b 2 Chr. 36:23 (22–23);  

Isa. 44:28.
 6 a IE assisted them.
 7 a Jer. 27:22.

   

EZRA
CHAPTER 1

King Cyrus of Persia lets the Jews go 
back to Jerusalem to build the temple—
Cyrus returns the vessels of the house 
of the Lord taken by Nebuchadnezzar.

NOW in the first year of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that the word 
of the LORD by the mouth 

of a  Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
b  Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing,  
saying,
2 Thus saith a  Cyrus king of Per-

sia, The LORD God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to 
build him an b  house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah.
3 Who is there among you of all his 

people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and build the house of 
the LORD God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem.
4 And whosoever remaineth in any 

place where he sojourneth, let the 

men of his place help him with sil-
ver, and with gold, and with goods, 
and with beasts, beside the freewill 
offering for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem.
5 ¶ Then rose up the chief of the 

fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests, and the Levites, with all 
them whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of the 
LORD which is in Jerusalem.
6 And all they that were about  

them a  strengthened their hands  
with vessels of silver, with gold, with  
goods, and with beasts, and with  
precious things, beside all that was 
willingly offered.
7 ¶ Also Cyrus the king brought 

forth the vessels of the house of the 
LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
a  brought forth out of Jerusalem, 
and had put them in the house of 
his gods;
8 Even those did Cyrus king of 

Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and num-
bered them unto Sheshbazzar, the 
prince of Judah.
9 And this is the number of them: 

635 EZRA 1:10–2:33

thirty a chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives,
10 Thirty basins of gold, silver 

basins of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand.
11 All the vessels of gold and of 

silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the a  captivity 
that were brought up from Babylon 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 2
The descendants of the Jews taken cap-
tive who return to Jerusalem and to Ju-
dah are listed—The children of priests 
whose genealogy is lost are denied the 
priesthood—Faithful people contribute 
to the building of the temple.
NOW these are the a  children of the 
province that went up out of the 
captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto b Babylon, and came again 
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every 
one unto his city;
2 a  Which came with b  Zerubbabel: 

Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reel-
aiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big-
vai, Rehum, Baanah. The number 
of the men of the people of Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two  

thousand an hundred seventy and 
two.
4 The children of Shephatiah, three 

hundred seventy and two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hun-

dred seventy and five.
6 The children of Pahath-moab, of 

the children of Jeshua and Joab, two  
thousand eight hundred and twelve.
7 The children of Elam, a thou-

sand two hundred fifty and four.
8 The children of Zattu, nine hun-

dred forty and five.
9 The children of Zaccai, seven 

hundred and threescore.

10 The children of a  Bani, six hun-
dred forty and two.
11 The children of Bebai, six hun-

dred twenty and three.
12 The children of Azgad, a thou-

sand two hundred twenty and two.
13 The children of Adonikam, six 

hundred sixty and six.
14 The children of Bigvai, two 

thousand fifty and six.
15 The children of Adin, four hun-

dred fifty and four.
16 The children of Ater of Heze-

kiah, ninety and eight.
17 The children of Bezai, three 

hundred twenty and three.
18 The children of Jorah, an hun-

dred and twelve.
19 The children of Hashum, two 

hundred twenty and three.
20 The children of Gibbar, ninety 

and five.
21 The children of Beth-lehem, an 

hundred twenty and three.
22 The men of Netophah, fifty 

and six.
23 The men of Anathoth, an hun-

dred twenty and eight.
24 The children of Azmaveth, forty 

and two.
25 The children of Kirjath-arim, 

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred and forty and three.
26 The children of Ramah and 

Gaba, six hundred twenty and one.
27 The men of Michmas, an hun-

dred twenty and two.
28 The men of Beth-el and Ai, two 

hundred twenty and three.
29 The children of Nebo, fifty 

and two.
30 The children of Magbish, an 

hundred fifty and six.
31 The children of the other Elam, 

a thousand two hundred fifty and 
four.
32 The children of Harim, three 

hundred and twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid,  

and Ono, seven hundred twenty 
and five.

 9 a OR basins.
 11 a OR exiles.
2 1 a Neh. 7:6 (6–73); 12:1.
  b 1 Ne. 1:13; 10:3;  

Omni 1:15.
 2 a Neh. 7:7.
  b 1 Chr. 3:19 (17–19);  

Hag. 1:1;  

Matt. 1:12 (11–13).
 10 a Neh. 7:15.



Isaiah 44:28; 45:1 

28 That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my 
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the 
temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 
1 Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 
have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins 
of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates 
shall not be shut;



Ezra Taft Benson 

“God, the Father of us all, uses the men of the earth, especially good 
men, to accomplish his purposes. It has been true in the past, it is 
true today, it will be true in the future”  

(Ezra Taft Benson, “Civic Standards for the Faithful Saints,” Ensign, July 1972, 59).
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the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for 
as long as she lay desolate she kept 
a  sabbath, to fulfil b  threescore and 
ten years.
22 ¶ Now in the first year of Cyrus 

king of Persia, that the word of the  
LORD spoken by the mouth of Jere-
miah might be accomplished, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that he made a 

proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing, saying,
23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 

All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the LORD God of heaven given me; 
and he hath charged me to build 
him an a  house in Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. Who is there among you 
of all his people? The LORD his God 
be with him, and let him go up.

 21 a TG Sabbatical Year.
  b Jer. 25:12;  

Dan. 9:2.
 23 a Ezra 1:2 (1–3);  

Isa. 44:28.

 [EZRA]
1 1 a 1 Ne. 5:13; 7:14;  

Hel. 8:20.
  b Dan. 6:28.

 2 a Ezra 3:7.
  b 2 Chr. 36:23 (22–23);  

Isa. 44:28.
 6 a IE assisted them.
 7 a Jer. 27:22.

   

EZRA
CHAPTER 1

King Cyrus of Persia lets the Jews go 
back to Jerusalem to build the temple—
Cyrus returns the vessels of the house 
of the Lord taken by Nebuchadnezzar.

NOW in the first year of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that the word 
of the LORD by the mouth 

of a  Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
b  Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing,  
saying,
2 Thus saith a  Cyrus king of Per-

sia, The LORD God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to 
build him an b  house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah.
3 Who is there among you of all his 

people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and build the house of 
the LORD God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem.
4 And whosoever remaineth in any 

place where he sojourneth, let the 

men of his place help him with sil-
ver, and with gold, and with goods, 
and with beasts, beside the freewill 
offering for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem.
5 ¶ Then rose up the chief of the 

fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests, and the Levites, with all 
them whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of the 
LORD which is in Jerusalem.
6 And all they that were about  

them a  strengthened their hands  
with vessels of silver, with gold, with  
goods, and with beasts, and with  
precious things, beside all that was 
willingly offered.
7 ¶ Also Cyrus the king brought 

forth the vessels of the house of the 
LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
a  brought forth out of Jerusalem, 
and had put them in the house of 
his gods;
8 Even those did Cyrus king of 

Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and num-
bered them unto Sheshbazzar, the 
prince of Judah.
9 And this is the number of them: 

635 EZRA 1:10–2:33

thirty a chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives,
10 Thirty basins of gold, silver 

basins of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand.
11 All the vessels of gold and of 

silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the a  captivity 
that were brought up from Babylon 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 2
The descendants of the Jews taken cap-
tive who return to Jerusalem and to Ju-
dah are listed—The children of priests 
whose genealogy is lost are denied the 
priesthood—Faithful people contribute 
to the building of the temple.
NOW these are the a  children of the 
province that went up out of the 
captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto b Babylon, and came again 
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every 
one unto his city;
2 a  Which came with b  Zerubbabel: 

Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reel-
aiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big-
vai, Rehum, Baanah. The number 
of the men of the people of Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two  

thousand an hundred seventy and 
two.
4 The children of Shephatiah, three 

hundred seventy and two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hun-

dred seventy and five.
6 The children of Pahath-moab, of 

the children of Jeshua and Joab, two  
thousand eight hundred and twelve.
7 The children of Elam, a thou-

sand two hundred fifty and four.
8 The children of Zattu, nine hun-

dred forty and five.
9 The children of Zaccai, seven 

hundred and threescore.

10 The children of a  Bani, six hun-
dred forty and two.
11 The children of Bebai, six hun-

dred twenty and three.
12 The children of Azgad, a thou-

sand two hundred twenty and two.
13 The children of Adonikam, six 

hundred sixty and six.
14 The children of Bigvai, two 

thousand fifty and six.
15 The children of Adin, four hun-

dred fifty and four.
16 The children of Ater of Heze-

kiah, ninety and eight.
17 The children of Bezai, three 

hundred twenty and three.
18 The children of Jorah, an hun-

dred and twelve.
19 The children of Hashum, two 

hundred twenty and three.
20 The children of Gibbar, ninety 

and five.
21 The children of Beth-lehem, an 

hundred twenty and three.
22 The men of Netophah, fifty 

and six.
23 The men of Anathoth, an hun-

dred twenty and eight.
24 The children of Azmaveth, forty 

and two.
25 The children of Kirjath-arim, 

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred and forty and three.
26 The children of Ramah and 

Gaba, six hundred twenty and one.
27 The men of Michmas, an hun-

dred twenty and two.
28 The men of Beth-el and Ai, two 

hundred twenty and three.
29 The children of Nebo, fifty 

and two.
30 The children of Magbish, an 

hundred fifty and six.
31 The children of the other Elam, 

a thousand two hundred fifty and 
four.
32 The children of Harim, three 

hundred and twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid,  

and Ono, seven hundred twenty 
and five.

 9 a OR basins.
 11 a OR exiles.
2 1 a Neh. 7:6 (6–73); 12:1.
  b 1 Ne. 1:13; 10:3;  

Omni 1:15.
 2 a Neh. 7:7.
  b 1 Chr. 3:19 (17–19);  

Hag. 1:1;  

Matt. 1:12 (11–13).
 10 a Neh. 7:15.
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the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for 
as long as she lay desolate she kept 
a  sabbath, to fulfil b  threescore and 
ten years.
22 ¶ Now in the first year of Cyrus 

king of Persia, that the word of the  
LORD spoken by the mouth of Jere-
miah might be accomplished, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that he made a 

proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing, saying,
23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 

All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the LORD God of heaven given me; 
and he hath charged me to build 
him an a  house in Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. Who is there among you 
of all his people? The LORD his God 
be with him, and let him go up.

 21 a TG Sabbatical Year.
  b Jer. 25:12;  

Dan. 9:2.
 23 a Ezra 1:2 (1–3);  

Isa. 44:28.

 [EZRA]
1 1 a 1 Ne. 5:13; 7:14;  

Hel. 8:20.
  b Dan. 6:28.

 2 a Ezra 3:7.
  b 2 Chr. 36:23 (22–23);  

Isa. 44:28.
 6 a IE assisted them.
 7 a Jer. 27:22.

   

EZRA
CHAPTER 1

King Cyrus of Persia lets the Jews go 
back to Jerusalem to build the temple—
Cyrus returns the vessels of the house 
of the Lord taken by Nebuchadnezzar.

NOW in the first year of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that the word 
of the LORD by the mouth 

of a  Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
b  Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing,  
saying,
2 Thus saith a  Cyrus king of Per-

sia, The LORD God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to 
build him an b  house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah.
3 Who is there among you of all his 

people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and build the house of 
the LORD God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem.
4 And whosoever remaineth in any 

place where he sojourneth, let the 

men of his place help him with sil-
ver, and with gold, and with goods, 
and with beasts, beside the freewill 
offering for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem.
5 ¶ Then rose up the chief of the 

fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests, and the Levites, with all 
them whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of the 
LORD which is in Jerusalem.
6 And all they that were about  

them a  strengthened their hands  
with vessels of silver, with gold, with  
goods, and with beasts, and with  
precious things, beside all that was 
willingly offered.
7 ¶ Also Cyrus the king brought 

forth the vessels of the house of the 
LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
a  brought forth out of Jerusalem, 
and had put them in the house of 
his gods;
8 Even those did Cyrus king of 

Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and num-
bered them unto Sheshbazzar, the 
prince of Judah.
9 And this is the number of them: 
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thirty a chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives,
10 Thirty basins of gold, silver 

basins of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand.
11 All the vessels of gold and of 

silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the a  captivity 
that were brought up from Babylon 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 2
The descendants of the Jews taken cap-
tive who return to Jerusalem and to Ju-
dah are listed—The children of priests 
whose genealogy is lost are denied the 
priesthood—Faithful people contribute 
to the building of the temple.
NOW these are the a  children of the 
province that went up out of the 
captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto b Babylon, and came again 
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every 
one unto his city;
2 a  Which came with b  Zerubbabel: 

Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reel-
aiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big-
vai, Rehum, Baanah. The number 
of the men of the people of Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two  

thousand an hundred seventy and 
two.
4 The children of Shephatiah, three 

hundred seventy and two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hun-

dred seventy and five.
6 The children of Pahath-moab, of 

the children of Jeshua and Joab, two  
thousand eight hundred and twelve.
7 The children of Elam, a thou-

sand two hundred fifty and four.
8 The children of Zattu, nine hun-

dred forty and five.
9 The children of Zaccai, seven 

hundred and threescore.

10 The children of a  Bani, six hun-
dred forty and two.
11 The children of Bebai, six hun-

dred twenty and three.
12 The children of Azgad, a thou-

sand two hundred twenty and two.
13 The children of Adonikam, six 

hundred sixty and six.
14 The children of Bigvai, two 

thousand fifty and six.
15 The children of Adin, four hun-

dred fifty and four.
16 The children of Ater of Heze-

kiah, ninety and eight.
17 The children of Bezai, three 

hundred twenty and three.
18 The children of Jorah, an hun-

dred and twelve.
19 The children of Hashum, two 

hundred twenty and three.
20 The children of Gibbar, ninety 

and five.
21 The children of Beth-lehem, an 

hundred twenty and three.
22 The men of Netophah, fifty 

and six.
23 The men of Anathoth, an hun-

dred twenty and eight.
24 The children of Azmaveth, forty 

and two.
25 The children of Kirjath-arim, 

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred and forty and three.
26 The children of Ramah and 

Gaba, six hundred twenty and one.
27 The men of Michmas, an hun-

dred twenty and two.
28 The men of Beth-el and Ai, two 

hundred twenty and three.
29 The children of Nebo, fifty 

and two.
30 The children of Magbish, an 

hundred fifty and six.
31 The children of the other Elam, 

a thousand two hundred fifty and 
four.
32 The children of Harim, three 

hundred and twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid,  

and Ono, seven hundred twenty 
and five.

 9 a OR basins.
 11 a OR exiles.
2 1 a Neh. 7:6 (6–73); 12:1.
  b 1 Ne. 1:13; 10:3;  

Omni 1:15.
 2 a Neh. 7:7.
  b 1 Chr. 3:19 (17–19);  

Hag. 1:1;  

Matt. 1:12 (11–13).
 10 a Neh. 7:15.
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the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for 
as long as she lay desolate she kept 
a  sabbath, to fulfil b  threescore and 
ten years.
22 ¶ Now in the first year of Cyrus 

king of Persia, that the word of the  
LORD spoken by the mouth of Jere-
miah might be accomplished, the 
LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that he made a 

proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writ-
ing, saying,
23 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 

All the kingdoms of the earth hath 
the LORD God of heaven given me; 
and he hath charged me to build 
him an a  house in Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah. Who is there among you 
of all his people? The LORD his God 
be with him, and let him go up.

 21 a TG Sabbatical Year.
  b Jer. 25:12;  

Dan. 9:2.
 23 a Ezra 1:2 (1–3);  

Isa. 44:28.

 [EZRA]
1 1 a 1 Ne. 5:13; 7:14;  

Hel. 8:20.
  b Dan. 6:28.

 2 a Ezra 3:7.
  b 2 Chr. 36:23 (22–23);  

Isa. 44:28.
 6 a IE assisted them.
 7 a Jer. 27:22.

   

EZRA
CHAPTER 1

King Cyrus of Persia lets the Jews go 
back to Jerusalem to build the temple—
Cyrus returns the vessels of the house 
of the Lord taken by Nebuchadnezzar.

NOW in the first year of Cyrus 
king of Persia, that the word 
of the LORD by the mouth 

of a  Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
b  Cyrus king of Persia, that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it also in writing,  
saying,
2 Thus saith a  Cyrus king of Per-

sia, The LORD God of heaven hath 
given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to 
build him an b  house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah.
3 Who is there among you of all his 

people? his God be with him, and 
let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
is in Judah, and build the house of 
the LORD God of Israel, (he is the 
God,) which is in Jerusalem.
4 And whosoever remaineth in any 

place where he sojourneth, let the 

men of his place help him with sil-
ver, and with gold, and with goods, 
and with beasts, beside the freewill 
offering for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem.
5 ¶ Then rose up the chief of the 

fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests, and the Levites, with all 
them whose spirit God had raised, 
to go up to build the house of the 
LORD which is in Jerusalem.
6 And all they that were about  

them a  strengthened their hands  
with vessels of silver, with gold, with  
goods, and with beasts, and with  
precious things, beside all that was 
willingly offered.
7 ¶ Also Cyrus the king brought 

forth the vessels of the house of the 
LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
a  brought forth out of Jerusalem, 
and had put them in the house of 
his gods;
8 Even those did Cyrus king of 

Persia bring forth by the hand of 
Mithredath the treasurer, and num-
bered them unto Sheshbazzar, the 
prince of Judah.
9 And this is the number of them: 
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thirty a chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives,
10 Thirty basins of gold, silver 

basins of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand.
11 All the vessels of gold and of 

silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the a  captivity 
that were brought up from Babylon 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 2
The descendants of the Jews taken cap-
tive who return to Jerusalem and to Ju-
dah are listed—The children of priests 
whose genealogy is lost are denied the 
priesthood—Faithful people contribute 
to the building of the temple.
NOW these are the a  children of the 
province that went up out of the 
captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto b Babylon, and came again 
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every 
one unto his city;
2 a  Which came with b  Zerubbabel: 

Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reel-
aiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big-
vai, Rehum, Baanah. The number 
of the men of the people of Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two  

thousand an hundred seventy and 
two.
4 The children of Shephatiah, three 

hundred seventy and two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hun-

dred seventy and five.
6 The children of Pahath-moab, of 

the children of Jeshua and Joab, two  
thousand eight hundred and twelve.
7 The children of Elam, a thou-

sand two hundred fifty and four.
8 The children of Zattu, nine hun-

dred forty and five.
9 The children of Zaccai, seven 

hundred and threescore.

10 The children of a  Bani, six hun-
dred forty and two.
11 The children of Bebai, six hun-

dred twenty and three.
12 The children of Azgad, a thou-

sand two hundred twenty and two.
13 The children of Adonikam, six 

hundred sixty and six.
14 The children of Bigvai, two 

thousand fifty and six.
15 The children of Adin, four hun-

dred fifty and four.
16 The children of Ater of Heze-

kiah, ninety and eight.
17 The children of Bezai, three 

hundred twenty and three.
18 The children of Jorah, an hun-

dred and twelve.
19 The children of Hashum, two 

hundred twenty and three.
20 The children of Gibbar, ninety 

and five.
21 The children of Beth-lehem, an 

hundred twenty and three.
22 The men of Netophah, fifty 

and six.
23 The men of Anathoth, an hun-

dred twenty and eight.
24 The children of Azmaveth, forty 

and two.
25 The children of Kirjath-arim, 

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred and forty and three.
26 The children of Ramah and 

Gaba, six hundred twenty and one.
27 The men of Michmas, an hun-

dred twenty and two.
28 The men of Beth-el and Ai, two 

hundred twenty and three.
29 The children of Nebo, fifty 

and two.
30 The children of Magbish, an 

hundred fifty and six.
31 The children of the other Elam, 

a thousand two hundred fifty and 
four.
32 The children of Harim, three 

hundred and twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid,  

and Ono, seven hundred twenty 
and five.

 9 a OR basins.
 11 a OR exiles.
2 1 a Neh. 7:6 (6–73); 12:1.
  b 1 Ne. 1:13; 10:3;  

Omni 1:15.
 2 a Neh. 7:7.
  b 1 Chr. 3:19 (17–19);  

Hag. 1:1;  

Matt. 1:12 (11–13).
 10 a Neh. 7:15.

New Oxford Annotated Bible 

Sheshbazzar led the !rst group of 
returnees to Jerusalem in 538 BC 
and began to rebuild the temple 
but for some reason abandoned 
the project.
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thirty a chargers of gold, a thousand 
chargers of silver, nine and twenty 
knives,
10 Thirty basins of gold, silver 

basins of a second sort four hun-
dred and ten, and other vessels a 
thousand.
11 All the vessels of gold and of 

silver were five thousand and four 
hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar 
bring up with them of the a  captivity 
that were brought up from Babylon 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 2
The descendants of the Jews taken cap-
tive who return to Jerusalem and to Ju-
dah are listed—The children of priests 
whose genealogy is lost are denied the 
priesthood—Faithful people contribute 
to the building of the temple.
NOW these are the a  children of the 
province that went up out of the 
captivity, of those which had been 
carried away, whom Nebuchadnez-
zar the king of Babylon had carried 
away unto b Babylon, and came again 
unto Jerusalem and Judah, every 
one unto his city;
2 a  Which came with b  Zerubbabel: 

Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reel-
aiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Big-
vai, Rehum, Baanah. The number 
of the men of the people of Israel:
3 The children of Parosh, two  

thousand an hundred seventy and 
two.
4 The children of Shephatiah, three 

hundred seventy and two.
5 The children of Arah, seven hun-

dred seventy and five.
6 The children of Pahath-moab, of 

the children of Jeshua and Joab, two  
thousand eight hundred and twelve.
7 The children of Elam, a thou-

sand two hundred fifty and four.
8 The children of Zattu, nine hun-

dred forty and five.
9 The children of Zaccai, seven 

hundred and threescore.

10 The children of a  Bani, six hun-
dred forty and two.
11 The children of Bebai, six hun-

dred twenty and three.
12 The children of Azgad, a thou-

sand two hundred twenty and two.
13 The children of Adonikam, six 

hundred sixty and six.
14 The children of Bigvai, two 

thousand fifty and six.
15 The children of Adin, four hun-

dred fifty and four.
16 The children of Ater of Heze-

kiah, ninety and eight.
17 The children of Bezai, three 

hundred twenty and three.
18 The children of Jorah, an hun-

dred and twelve.
19 The children of Hashum, two 

hundred twenty and three.
20 The children of Gibbar, ninety 

and five.
21 The children of Beth-lehem, an 

hundred twenty and three.
22 The men of Netophah, fifty 

and six.
23 The men of Anathoth, an hun-

dred twenty and eight.
24 The children of Azmaveth, forty 

and two.
25 The children of Kirjath-arim, 

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred and forty and three.
26 The children of Ramah and 

Gaba, six hundred twenty and one.
27 The men of Michmas, an hun-

dred twenty and two.
28 The men of Beth-el and Ai, two 

hundred twenty and three.
29 The children of Nebo, fifty 

and two.
30 The children of Magbish, an 

hundred fifty and six.
31 The children of the other Elam, 

a thousand two hundred fifty and 
four.
32 The children of Harim, three 

hundred and twenty.
33 The children of Lod, Hadid,  

and Ono, seven hundred twenty 
and five.

 9 a OR basins.
 11 a OR exiles.
2 1 a Neh. 7:6 (6–73); 12:1.
  b 1 Ne. 1:13; 10:3;  

Omni 1:15.
 2 a Neh. 7:7.
  b 1 Chr. 3:19 (17–19);  

Hag. 1:1;  

Matt. 1:12 (11–13).
 10 a Neh. 7:15.

636EZRA 2:34–63

34 The children of Jericho, three 
hundred forty and five.
35 The children of Senaah, three 

thousand and six hundred and 
thirty.
36 ¶ The priests: the children of 

Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine 
hundred seventy and three.
37 The children of Immer, a thou-

sand fifty and two.
38 The children of Pashur, a thou-

sand two hundred forty and seven.
39 The children of Harim, a thou-

sand and seventeen.
40 ¶ The Levites: the children of 

Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the children 
of Hodaviah, seventy and four.
41 ¶ The singers: the children of 

Asaph, an hundred twenty and 
eight.
42 ¶ The children of the porters: 

the children of Shallum, the chil-
dren of Ater, the children of Talmon, 
the children of Akkub, the children 
of Hatita, the children of Shobai, 
in all an hundred thirty and nine.
43 ¶ The a Nethinims: the children 

of Ziha, the children of Hasupha, 
the children of Tabbaoth,
44 The children of Keros, the chil-

dren of Siaha, the children of Padon,
45 The children of Lebanah, the 

children of Hagabah, the children 
of Akkub,
46 The children of Hagab, the 

children of Shalmai, the children 
of Hanan,
47 The children of Giddel, the 

children of Gahar, the children of 
Reaiah,
48 The children of Rezin, the 

children of Nekoda, the children 
of Gazzam,
49 The children of Uzza, the chil-

dren of Paseah, the children of Besai,
50 The children of Asnah, the chil-

dren of Mehunim, the children of 
Nephusim,

51 The children of Bakbuk, the 
children of Hakupha, the children 
of Harhur,
52 The children of Bazluth, the 

children of Mehida, the children 
of Harsha,
53 The children of Barkos, the 

children of Sisera, the children of 
Thamah,
54 The children of Neziah, the 

children of Hatipha.
55 ¶ The children of Solomon’s 

servants: the children of Sotai, the 
children of Sophereth, the children 
of Peruda,
56 The children of Jaalah, the 

children of Darkon, the children 
of Giddel,
57 The children of Shephatiah, the 

children of Hattil, the children of 
Pochereth of Zebaim, the children 
of Ami.
58 All the Nethinims, and the chil-

dren of Solomon’s servants, were 
three hundred ninety and two.
59 And these were they which 

went up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsa, 
Cherub, Addan, and Immer: but 
they could not a  shew their father’s 
house, and their seed, whether they 
were of Israel:
60 The children of Delaiah, the 

children of Tobiah, the children of 
Nekoda, six hundred fifty and two.
61 ¶ And of the a  children of the 

priests: the children of Habaiah, 
the children of Koz, the children of 
Barzillai; which took a wife of the 
daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, 
and was called after their name:
62 These sought their a  register 

among those that were b reckoned by 
c genealogy, but they were not found: 
therefore were they, as d  polluted,  
e  put from the f  priesthood.
63 And the Tirshatha said unto 

them, that they should not eat of the 
most a  holy things, till there stood  

 43 a HEB servants of the 
temple (who attended 
the Levites in their 
sacred service).  
1 Chr. 9:2;  
Ezra 7:24; 8:20.

 59 a HEB tell, declare (their 

lineage).
 61 a Neh. 7:63 (63–64);  

D&C 85:12 (11–12).
 62 a OR record.
  b HEB they that traced 

their genealogy.
  c TG Book of Remem-

brance; Genealogy and 
Temple Work.

  d TG Worthiness.
  e OR excluded.
  f TG Priesthood, 

Qualifying for.
 63 a Lev. 22:2 (2, 10, 15–16).
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up a priest with b  Urim and with 
Thummim.
64 ¶ The whole congregation to-

gether was forty and two thousand 
three hundred and threescore,
65 Beside their servants and their 

maids, of whom there were seven 
thousand three hundred thirty and 
seven: and there were among them 
two hundred singing men and sing-
ing women.
66 Their horses were seven hun-

dred thirty and six; their mules, 
two hundred forty and five;
67 Their camels, four hundred 

thirty and five; their asses, six thou-
sand seven hundred and twenty.
68 ¶ And some of the chief of the 

fathers, when they came to the 
a house of the LORD which is at Jeru-
salem, offered freely for the house 
of God to set it up in his place:
69 They gave after their ability 

unto the treasure of the work three-
score and one thousand drams of 
gold, and five thousand pound of 
silver, and one hundred priests’ 
garments.
70 So the priests, and the Levites, 

and some of the people, and the 
singers, and the porters, and the 
Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, 
and all Israel in their cities.

CHAPTER 3
The altar is rebuilt—Regular sacrifices 
are reinstituted—The foundations of 
the temple are laid amid great rejoicing.
AND when the seventh month was 
come, and the children of Israel were 
in the cities, the people gathered 
themselves together as one man to 
Jerusalem.
2 Then stood up Jeshua the son 

of Jozadak, and his brethren the 
priests, and Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and his brethren, and 
builded the altar of the God of Israel, 
to offer burnt a  offerings thereon, 

as it is written in the law of Moses 
the b  man of God.
3 And they set the altar upon 

his bases; for fear was upon them 
because of the people of those 
countries: and they offered burnt 
offerings thereon unto the LORD, 
even burnt offerings morning and 
evening.
4 They kept also the a  feast of tab-

ernacles, as it is written, and offered 
the daily burnt offerings by num-
ber, according to the custom, as the 
duty of every day required;
5 And afterward offered the con-

tinual burnt offering, both of the 
new moons, and of all the set a feasts 
of the LORD that were consecrated, 
and of every one that b  willingly of-
fered a freewill offering unto the  
LORD.
6 From the first day of the seventh 

month began they to offer burnt 
offerings unto the LORD. But the 
foundation of the temple of the 
LORD was not yet laid.
7 They gave money also unto the 

masons, and to the carpenters; and 
meat, and drink, and oil, unto them 
of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to 
bring a  cedar trees from Lebanon to 
the sea of Joppa, according to the 
grant that they had of b  Cyrus king 
of Persia.
8 ¶ Now in the second year of their 

coming unto the house of God at 
Jerusalem, in the second month, be-
gan Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and 
the remnant of their brethren the 
priests and the Levites, and all they 
that were come out of the captivity 
unto Jerusalem; and appointed the 
Levites, from twenty years old and 
upward, to set forward the work of 
the house of the LORD.
9 Then stood Jeshua with his sons 

and his brethren, Kadmiel and his 
sons, the sons of Judah, together, 
to set forward the workmen in the 

 63 b TG Urim and Thummim.
 68 a Ps. 122:1;  

Mosiah 1:18;  
D&C 88:137.

3 2 a Deut. 12:6 (5–6);  

1 Ne. 5:9;  
Mosiah 2:3.

  b Deut. 33:1.
 4 a Lev. 23:34;  

Zech. 14:16.

 5 a Num. 29:39.
  b Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 7 a 1 Kgs. 5:6.
  b Ezra 1:2 (2–3); 4:3.



O l d Te s t a m e nt S e m i n a r y 
Manual 

Ezra 3:1–9 The Jews !rst rebuilt the 
altar of the temple and began 
o"ering sacri!ces. They were directed 
by Zerubbabel, the Jewish man 
appointed by the Persians to serve as 
the governor of the Jews, and Jeshua, 
the presiding high priest of the 
Aaronic Priesthood. Many Jews 
contributed time and resources to 
the reconstruction of the temple.
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up a priest with b  Urim and with 
Thummim.
64 ¶ The whole congregation to-

gether was forty and two thousand 
three hundred and threescore,
65 Beside their servants and their 

maids, of whom there were seven 
thousand three hundred thirty and 
seven: and there were among them 
two hundred singing men and sing-
ing women.
66 Their horses were seven hun-

dred thirty and six; their mules, 
two hundred forty and five;
67 Their camels, four hundred 

thirty and five; their asses, six thou-
sand seven hundred and twenty.
68 ¶ And some of the chief of the 

fathers, when they came to the 
a house of the LORD which is at Jeru-
salem, offered freely for the house 
of God to set it up in his place:
69 They gave after their ability 

unto the treasure of the work three-
score and one thousand drams of 
gold, and five thousand pound of 
silver, and one hundred priests’ 
garments.
70 So the priests, and the Levites, 

and some of the people, and the 
singers, and the porters, and the 
Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, 
and all Israel in their cities.

CHAPTER 3
The altar is rebuilt—Regular sacrifices 
are reinstituted—The foundations of 
the temple are laid amid great rejoicing.
AND when the seventh month was 
come, and the children of Israel were 
in the cities, the people gathered 
themselves together as one man to 
Jerusalem.
2 Then stood up Jeshua the son 

of Jozadak, and his brethren the 
priests, and Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and his brethren, and 
builded the altar of the God of Israel, 
to offer burnt a  offerings thereon, 

as it is written in the law of Moses 
the b  man of God.
3 And they set the altar upon 

his bases; for fear was upon them 
because of the people of those 
countries: and they offered burnt 
offerings thereon unto the LORD, 
even burnt offerings morning and 
evening.
4 They kept also the a  feast of tab-

ernacles, as it is written, and offered 
the daily burnt offerings by num-
ber, according to the custom, as the 
duty of every day required;
5 And afterward offered the con-

tinual burnt offering, both of the 
new moons, and of all the set a feasts 
of the LORD that were consecrated, 
and of every one that b  willingly of-
fered a freewill offering unto the  
LORD.
6 From the first day of the seventh 

month began they to offer burnt 
offerings unto the LORD. But the 
foundation of the temple of the 
LORD was not yet laid.
7 They gave money also unto the 

masons, and to the carpenters; and 
meat, and drink, and oil, unto them 
of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to 
bring a  cedar trees from Lebanon to 
the sea of Joppa, according to the 
grant that they had of b  Cyrus king 
of Persia.
8 ¶ Now in the second year of their 

coming unto the house of God at 
Jerusalem, in the second month, be-
gan Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and 
the remnant of their brethren the 
priests and the Levites, and all they 
that were come out of the captivity 
unto Jerusalem; and appointed the 
Levites, from twenty years old and 
upward, to set forward the work of 
the house of the LORD.
9 Then stood Jeshua with his sons 

and his brethren, Kadmiel and his 
sons, the sons of Judah, together, 
to set forward the workmen in the 

 63 b TG Urim and Thummim.
 68 a Ps. 122:1;  

Mosiah 1:18;  
D&C 88:137.

3 2 a Deut. 12:6 (5–6);  

1 Ne. 5:9;  
Mosiah 2:3.

  b Deut. 33:1.
 4 a Lev. 23:34;  

Zech. 14:16.

 5 a Num. 29:39.
  b Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 7 a 1 Kgs. 5:6.
  b Ezra 1:2 (2–3); 4:3.
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house of God: the sons of Henadad, 
with their sons and their brethren 
the Levites.
10 And when the builders laid 

the foundation of the temple of the 
LORD, they set the priests in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cym-
bals, to praise the LORD, after the 
ordinance of David king of Israel.
11 And they sang together by 

course in praising and giving 
a  thanks unto the LORD; because 
he is b  good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever toward Israel. And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, 
when they c  praised the LORD, be-
cause the foundation of the house 
of the LORD was laid.
12 But many of the priests and 

Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were a ancient men, that had seen the 
first house, when the foundation 
of this house was laid before their 
eyes, b  wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy:
13 So that the people could not 

discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of 
the people: for the people shouted 
with a loud shout, and the noise 
was heard afar off.

CHAPTER 4
The Samaritans offer help, then hinder 
the work—The building of the temple 
and of the walls of Jerusalem ceases.
NOW when the a  adversaries of  
Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
children of the captivity builded 
the temple unto the LORD God of  
Israel;
2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, 

and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them, Let us build with 
you: for we seek your God, as ye do; 
and we do sacrifice unto him since 

the days of Esar-haddon king of As-
sur, which a  brought us up hither.
3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and 

the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them, Ye have noth-
ing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God; but we ourselves to-
gether will build unto the LORD God 
of Israel, as a  king Cyrus the king of 
Persia hath commanded us.
4 Then the people of the land 

a  weakened the hands of the peo-
ple of Judah, and troubled them in  
building,
5 And hired counsellors against 

them, to frustrate their purpose, 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, 
even until the reign of a Darius king  
of Persia.
6 And in the reign of a  Ahasuerus, 

in the beginning of his reign, wrote 
they unto him an accusation against 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jeru-
salem.
7 ¶ And in the days of Artaxerxes 

wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, 
and the rest of their companions, 
unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; 
and the writing of the letter was 
written in the a  Syrian tongue, and 
interpreted in the Syrian tongue.
8 Rehum the chancellor and Shim-

shai the scribe wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king 
in this sort:
9 Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, 

and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest 
of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, 
the Apharsites, the Archevites, the 
Babylonians, the Susanchites, the 
Dehavites, and the Elamites,
10 And the rest of the nations 

whom the great and noble Asnap-
par brought over, and set in the  
cities of Samaria, and the rest that  
are a on this side the river, and at such  
a time.

 11 a 1 Chr. 16:41; 2 Chr. 5:13;  
Alma 37:37; D&C 59:7.

  b 1 Chr. 16:34 (34, 41);  
Alma 5:40;  
D&C 50:44.

  c 1 Ne. 18:16; 2 Ne. 9:49;  
Alma 36:28;  

D&C 109:79; 136:28.
 12 a OR old.
  b Hag. 2:3 (3–9).
4 1 a D&C 123:1 (1–17).
 2 a 2 Kgs. 17:24.
 3 a Ezra 3:7.
 4 a IE discouraged the 

people.
 5 a Dan. 6:28.
 6 a Esth. 1:1.
 7 a HEB Aramaic.
 10 a IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River 
(also vv. 11, 16).
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up a priest with b  Urim and with 
Thummim.
64 ¶ The whole congregation to-

gether was forty and two thousand 
three hundred and threescore,
65 Beside their servants and their 

maids, of whom there were seven 
thousand three hundred thirty and 
seven: and there were among them 
two hundred singing men and sing-
ing women.
66 Their horses were seven hun-

dred thirty and six; their mules, 
two hundred forty and five;
67 Their camels, four hundred 

thirty and five; their asses, six thou-
sand seven hundred and twenty.
68 ¶ And some of the chief of the 

fathers, when they came to the 
a house of the LORD which is at Jeru-
salem, offered freely for the house 
of God to set it up in his place:
69 They gave after their ability 

unto the treasure of the work three-
score and one thousand drams of 
gold, and five thousand pound of 
silver, and one hundred priests’ 
garments.
70 So the priests, and the Levites, 

and some of the people, and the 
singers, and the porters, and the 
Nethinims, dwelt in their cities, 
and all Israel in their cities.

CHAPTER 3
The altar is rebuilt—Regular sacrifices 
are reinstituted—The foundations of 
the temple are laid amid great rejoicing.
AND when the seventh month was 
come, and the children of Israel were 
in the cities, the people gathered 
themselves together as one man to 
Jerusalem.
2 Then stood up Jeshua the son 

of Jozadak, and his brethren the 
priests, and Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, and his brethren, and 
builded the altar of the God of Israel, 
to offer burnt a  offerings thereon, 

as it is written in the law of Moses 
the b  man of God.
3 And they set the altar upon 

his bases; for fear was upon them 
because of the people of those 
countries: and they offered burnt 
offerings thereon unto the LORD, 
even burnt offerings morning and 
evening.
4 They kept also the a  feast of tab-

ernacles, as it is written, and offered 
the daily burnt offerings by num-
ber, according to the custom, as the 
duty of every day required;
5 And afterward offered the con-

tinual burnt offering, both of the 
new moons, and of all the set a feasts 
of the LORD that were consecrated, 
and of every one that b  willingly of-
fered a freewill offering unto the  
LORD.
6 From the first day of the seventh 

month began they to offer burnt 
offerings unto the LORD. But the 
foundation of the temple of the 
LORD was not yet laid.
7 They gave money also unto the 

masons, and to the carpenters; and 
meat, and drink, and oil, unto them 
of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to 
bring a  cedar trees from Lebanon to 
the sea of Joppa, according to the 
grant that they had of b  Cyrus king 
of Persia.
8 ¶ Now in the second year of their 

coming unto the house of God at 
Jerusalem, in the second month, be-
gan Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, 
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and 
the remnant of their brethren the 
priests and the Levites, and all they 
that were come out of the captivity 
unto Jerusalem; and appointed the 
Levites, from twenty years old and 
upward, to set forward the work of 
the house of the LORD.
9 Then stood Jeshua with his sons 

and his brethren, Kadmiel and his 
sons, the sons of Judah, together, 
to set forward the workmen in the 

 63 b TG Urim and Thummim.
 68 a Ps. 122:1;  

Mosiah 1:18;  
D&C 88:137.

3 2 a Deut. 12:6 (5–6);  

1 Ne. 5:9;  
Mosiah 2:3.

  b Deut. 33:1.
 4 a Lev. 23:34;  

Zech. 14:16.

 5 a Num. 29:39.
  b Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 7 a 1 Kgs. 5:6.
  b Ezra 1:2 (2–3); 4:3.
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house of God: the sons of Henadad, 
with their sons and their brethren 
the Levites.
10 And when the builders laid 

the foundation of the temple of the 
LORD, they set the priests in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cym-
bals, to praise the LORD, after the 
ordinance of David king of Israel.
11 And they sang together by 

course in praising and giving 
a  thanks unto the LORD; because 
he is b  good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever toward Israel. And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, 
when they c  praised the LORD, be-
cause the foundation of the house 
of the LORD was laid.
12 But many of the priests and 

Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were a ancient men, that had seen the 
first house, when the foundation 
of this house was laid before their 
eyes, b  wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy:
13 So that the people could not 

discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of 
the people: for the people shouted 
with a loud shout, and the noise 
was heard afar off.

CHAPTER 4
The Samaritans offer help, then hinder 
the work—The building of the temple 
and of the walls of Jerusalem ceases.
NOW when the a  adversaries of  
Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
children of the captivity builded 
the temple unto the LORD God of  
Israel;
2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, 

and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them, Let us build with 
you: for we seek your God, as ye do; 
and we do sacrifice unto him since 

the days of Esar-haddon king of As-
sur, which a  brought us up hither.
3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and 

the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them, Ye have noth-
ing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God; but we ourselves to-
gether will build unto the LORD God 
of Israel, as a  king Cyrus the king of 
Persia hath commanded us.
4 Then the people of the land 

a  weakened the hands of the peo-
ple of Judah, and troubled them in  
building,
5 And hired counsellors against 

them, to frustrate their purpose, 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, 
even until the reign of a Darius king  
of Persia.
6 And in the reign of a  Ahasuerus, 

in the beginning of his reign, wrote 
they unto him an accusation against 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jeru-
salem.
7 ¶ And in the days of Artaxerxes 

wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, 
and the rest of their companions, 
unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; 
and the writing of the letter was 
written in the a  Syrian tongue, and 
interpreted in the Syrian tongue.
8 Rehum the chancellor and Shim-

shai the scribe wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king 
in this sort:
9 Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, 

and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest 
of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, 
the Apharsites, the Archevites, the 
Babylonians, the Susanchites, the 
Dehavites, and the Elamites,
10 And the rest of the nations 

whom the great and noble Asnap-
par brought over, and set in the  
cities of Samaria, and the rest that  
are a on this side the river, and at such  
a time.

 11 a 1 Chr. 16:41; 2 Chr. 5:13;  
Alma 37:37; D&C 59:7.

  b 1 Chr. 16:34 (34, 41);  
Alma 5:40;  
D&C 50:44.

  c 1 Ne. 18:16; 2 Ne. 9:49;  
Alma 36:28;  

D&C 109:79; 136:28.
 12 a OR old.
  b Hag. 2:3 (3–9).
4 1 a D&C 123:1 (1–17).
 2 a 2 Kgs. 17:24.
 3 a Ezra 3:7.
 4 a IE discouraged the 

people.
 5 a Dan. 6:28.
 6 a Esth. 1:1.
 7 a HEB Aramaic.
 10 a IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River 
(also vv. 11, 16).
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house of God: the sons of Henadad, 
with their sons and their brethren 
the Levites.
10 And when the builders laid 

the foundation of the temple of the 
LORD, they set the priests in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cym-
bals, to praise the LORD, after the 
ordinance of David king of Israel.
11 And they sang together by 

course in praising and giving 
a  thanks unto the LORD; because 
he is b  good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever toward Israel. And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, 
when they c  praised the LORD, be-
cause the foundation of the house 
of the LORD was laid.
12 But many of the priests and 

Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were a ancient men, that had seen the 
first house, when the foundation 
of this house was laid before their 
eyes, b  wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy:
13 So that the people could not 

discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of 
the people: for the people shouted 
with a loud shout, and the noise 
was heard afar off.

CHAPTER 4
The Samaritans offer help, then hinder 
the work—The building of the temple 
and of the walls of Jerusalem ceases.
NOW when the a  adversaries of  
Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
children of the captivity builded 
the temple unto the LORD God of  
Israel;
2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, 

and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them, Let us build with 
you: for we seek your God, as ye do; 
and we do sacrifice unto him since 

the days of Esar-haddon king of As-
sur, which a  brought us up hither.
3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and 

the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them, Ye have noth-
ing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God; but we ourselves to-
gether will build unto the LORD God 
of Israel, as a  king Cyrus the king of 
Persia hath commanded us.
4 Then the people of the land 

a  weakened the hands of the peo-
ple of Judah, and troubled them in  
building,
5 And hired counsellors against 

them, to frustrate their purpose, 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, 
even until the reign of a Darius king  
of Persia.
6 And in the reign of a  Ahasuerus, 

in the beginning of his reign, wrote 
they unto him an accusation against 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jeru-
salem.
7 ¶ And in the days of Artaxerxes 

wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, 
and the rest of their companions, 
unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; 
and the writing of the letter was 
written in the a  Syrian tongue, and 
interpreted in the Syrian tongue.
8 Rehum the chancellor and Shim-

shai the scribe wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king 
in this sort:
9 Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, 

and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest 
of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, 
the Apharsites, the Archevites, the 
Babylonians, the Susanchites, the 
Dehavites, and the Elamites,
10 And the rest of the nations 

whom the great and noble Asnap-
par brought over, and set in the  
cities of Samaria, and the rest that  
are a on this side the river, and at such  
a time.

 11 a 1 Chr. 16:41; 2 Chr. 5:13;  
Alma 37:37; D&C 59:7.

  b 1 Chr. 16:34 (34, 41);  
Alma 5:40;  
D&C 50:44.

  c 1 Ne. 18:16; 2 Ne. 9:49;  
Alma 36:28;  

D&C 109:79; 136:28.
 12 a OR old.
  b Hag. 2:3 (3–9).
4 1 a D&C 123:1 (1–17).
 2 a 2 Kgs. 17:24.
 3 a Ezra 3:7.
 4 a IE discouraged the 

people.
 5 a Dan. 6:28.
 6 a Esth. 1:1.
 7 a HEB Aramaic.
 10 a IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River 
(also vv. 11, 16).
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11 ¶ This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto 
Artaxerxes the king; Thy servants 
the men on this side the river, and 
at such a time.
12 Be it known unto the king, that 

the Jews which came up from thee to 
us are come unto Jerusalem, build-
ing the rebellious and the bad city, 
and have set up the walls thereof, 
and joined the foundations.
13 Be it known now unto the king, 

that, if this city be builded, and the 
walls set up again, then will they not 
pay toll, tribute, and custom, and 
so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings.
14 Now because a  we have mainte-

nance from the king’s palace, and it 
was not meet for us to see the king’s 
dishonour, therefore have we sent 
and certified the king;
15 That search may be made in the 

a  book of the records of thy fathers: 
so shalt thou find in the b  book of 
the records, and know that this city 
is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they 
have moved sedition within the 
same of old time: for which cause 
was this city destroyed.
16 We certify the king that, if this 

city be builded again, and the walls 
thereof set up, by this means thou 
shalt have no portion on this side 
the river.
17 ¶ Then sent the king an answer 

unto Rehum the chancellor, and to 
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest 
of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond 
the river, Peace, and at such a time.
18 The letter which ye sent unto us 

hath been plainly read before me.
19 And I commanded, and search 

hath been made, and it is found that 
this city of old time hath made in-
surrection against kings, and that 
rebellion and sedition have been 
made therein.

20 There have been mighty kings 
also over Jerusalem, which have 
a  ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and custom, 
was paid unto them.
21 Give ye now commandment to 

cause these men to a  cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until an-
other commandment shall be given 
from me.
22 Take heed now that ye fail not 

to do this: why should damage grow 
to the hurt of the kings?
23 ¶ Now when the copy of king 

Artaxerxes’ letter was read before 
Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, 
and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to cease by 
force and power.
24 Then ceased the work of the 

house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

CHAPTER 5
Haggai and Zechariah prophesy—Zerub-
babel renews the building of the temple—
The Samaritans challenge the Jews’  
right to continue their building work.
THEN the a  prophets, b  Haggai the 
prophet, and c  Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem 
in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them.
2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the 

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of 
God helping them.
3 ¶ At the same time came to them 

Tatnai, governor a  on this side the 
river, and Shethar-boznai, and their 
companions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded you 
to build this house, and to make 
up this wall?

 14 a IE we are dependent on.
 15 a TG Record Keeping.
  b TG Scriptures,  

Writing of.
 20 a Lam. 1:1.

 21 a D&C 124:49.
5 1 a Zech. 8:9.
  b Ezra 6:14.
  c Zech. 1:1.
 3 a IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River, 
including Syria and 
Cilicia.
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house of God: the sons of Henadad, 
with their sons and their brethren 
the Levites.
10 And when the builders laid 

the foundation of the temple of the 
LORD, they set the priests in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cym-
bals, to praise the LORD, after the 
ordinance of David king of Israel.
11 And they sang together by 

course in praising and giving 
a  thanks unto the LORD; because 
he is b  good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever toward Israel. And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, 
when they c  praised the LORD, be-
cause the foundation of the house 
of the LORD was laid.
12 But many of the priests and 

Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were a ancient men, that had seen the 
first house, when the foundation 
of this house was laid before their 
eyes, b  wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy:
13 So that the people could not 

discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of 
the people: for the people shouted 
with a loud shout, and the noise 
was heard afar off.

CHAPTER 4
The Samaritans offer help, then hinder 
the work—The building of the temple 
and of the walls of Jerusalem ceases.
NOW when the a  adversaries of  
Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
children of the captivity builded 
the temple unto the LORD God of  
Israel;
2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, 

and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them, Let us build with 
you: for we seek your God, as ye do; 
and we do sacrifice unto him since 

the days of Esar-haddon king of As-
sur, which a  brought us up hither.
3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and 

the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them, Ye have noth-
ing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God; but we ourselves to-
gether will build unto the LORD God 
of Israel, as a  king Cyrus the king of 
Persia hath commanded us.
4 Then the people of the land 

a  weakened the hands of the peo-
ple of Judah, and troubled them in  
building,
5 And hired counsellors against 

them, to frustrate their purpose, 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, 
even until the reign of a Darius king  
of Persia.
6 And in the reign of a  Ahasuerus, 

in the beginning of his reign, wrote 
they unto him an accusation against 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jeru-
salem.
7 ¶ And in the days of Artaxerxes 

wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, 
and the rest of their companions, 
unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; 
and the writing of the letter was 
written in the a  Syrian tongue, and 
interpreted in the Syrian tongue.
8 Rehum the chancellor and Shim-

shai the scribe wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king 
in this sort:
9 Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, 

and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest 
of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, 
the Apharsites, the Archevites, the 
Babylonians, the Susanchites, the 
Dehavites, and the Elamites,
10 And the rest of the nations 

whom the great and noble Asnap-
par brought over, and set in the  
cities of Samaria, and the rest that  
are a on this side the river, and at such  
a time.

 11 a 1 Chr. 16:41; 2 Chr. 5:13;  
Alma 37:37; D&C 59:7.

  b 1 Chr. 16:34 (34, 41);  
Alma 5:40;  
D&C 50:44.

  c 1 Ne. 18:16; 2 Ne. 9:49;  
Alma 36:28;  

D&C 109:79; 136:28.
 12 a OR old.
  b Hag. 2:3 (3–9).
4 1 a D&C 123:1 (1–17).
 2 a 2 Kgs. 17:24.
 3 a Ezra 3:7.
 4 a IE discouraged the 

people.
 5 a Dan. 6:28.
 6 a Esth. 1:1.
 7 a HEB Aramaic.
 10 a IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River 
(also vv. 11, 16).
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11 ¶ This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto 
Artaxerxes the king; Thy servants 
the men on this side the river, and 
at such a time.
12 Be it known unto the king, that 

the Jews which came up from thee to 
us are come unto Jerusalem, build-
ing the rebellious and the bad city, 
and have set up the walls thereof, 
and joined the foundations.
13 Be it known now unto the king, 

that, if this city be builded, and the 
walls set up again, then will they not 
pay toll, tribute, and custom, and 
so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings.
14 Now because a  we have mainte-

nance from the king’s palace, and it 
was not meet for us to see the king’s 
dishonour, therefore have we sent 
and certified the king;
15 That search may be made in the 

a  book of the records of thy fathers: 
so shalt thou find in the b  book of 
the records, and know that this city 
is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they 
have moved sedition within the 
same of old time: for which cause 
was this city destroyed.
16 We certify the king that, if this 

city be builded again, and the walls 
thereof set up, by this means thou 
shalt have no portion on this side 
the river.
17 ¶ Then sent the king an answer 

unto Rehum the chancellor, and to 
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest 
of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond 
the river, Peace, and at such a time.
18 The letter which ye sent unto us 

hath been plainly read before me.
19 And I commanded, and search 

hath been made, and it is found that 
this city of old time hath made in-
surrection against kings, and that 
rebellion and sedition have been 
made therein.

20 There have been mighty kings 
also over Jerusalem, which have 
a  ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and custom, 
was paid unto them.
21 Give ye now commandment to 

cause these men to a  cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until an-
other commandment shall be given 
from me.
22 Take heed now that ye fail not 

to do this: why should damage grow 
to the hurt of the kings?
23 ¶ Now when the copy of king 

Artaxerxes’ letter was read before 
Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, 
and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to cease by 
force and power.
24 Then ceased the work of the 

house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

CHAPTER 5
Haggai and Zechariah prophesy—Zerub-
babel renews the building of the temple—
The Samaritans challenge the Jews’  
right to continue their building work.
THEN the a  prophets, b  Haggai the 
prophet, and c  Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem 
in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them.
2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the 

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of 
God helping them.
3 ¶ At the same time came to them 

Tatnai, governor a  on this side the 
river, and Shethar-boznai, and their 
companions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded you 
to build this house, and to make 
up this wall?

 14 a IE we are dependent on.
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 20 a Lam. 1:1.

 21 a D&C 124:49.
5 1 a Zech. 8:9.
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house of God: the sons of Henadad, 
with their sons and their brethren 
the Levites.
10 And when the builders laid 

the foundation of the temple of the 
LORD, they set the priests in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the 
Levites the sons of Asaph with cym-
bals, to praise the LORD, after the 
ordinance of David king of Israel.
11 And they sang together by 

course in praising and giving 
a  thanks unto the LORD; because 
he is b  good, for his mercy endureth 
for ever toward Israel. And all the 
people shouted with a great shout, 
when they c  praised the LORD, be-
cause the foundation of the house 
of the LORD was laid.
12 But many of the priests and 

Levites and chief of the fathers, who 
were a ancient men, that had seen the 
first house, when the foundation 
of this house was laid before their 
eyes, b  wept with a loud voice; and 
many shouted aloud for joy:
13 So that the people could not 

discern the noise of the shout of joy 
from the noise of the weeping of 
the people: for the people shouted 
with a loud shout, and the noise 
was heard afar off.

CHAPTER 4
The Samaritans offer help, then hinder 
the work—The building of the temple 
and of the walls of Jerusalem ceases.
NOW when the a  adversaries of  
Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
children of the captivity builded 
the temple unto the LORD God of  
Israel;
2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, 

and to the chief of the fathers, and 
said unto them, Let us build with 
you: for we seek your God, as ye do; 
and we do sacrifice unto him since 

the days of Esar-haddon king of As-
sur, which a  brought us up hither.
3 But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and 

the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them, Ye have noth-
ing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God; but we ourselves to-
gether will build unto the LORD God 
of Israel, as a  king Cyrus the king of 
Persia hath commanded us.
4 Then the people of the land 

a  weakened the hands of the peo-
ple of Judah, and troubled them in  
building,
5 And hired counsellors against 

them, to frustrate their purpose, 
all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, 
even until the reign of a Darius king  
of Persia.
6 And in the reign of a  Ahasuerus, 

in the beginning of his reign, wrote 
they unto him an accusation against 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jeru-
salem.
7 ¶ And in the days of Artaxerxes 

wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, 
and the rest of their companions, 
unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; 
and the writing of the letter was 
written in the a  Syrian tongue, and 
interpreted in the Syrian tongue.
8 Rehum the chancellor and Shim-

shai the scribe wrote a letter against 
Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king 
in this sort:
9 Then wrote Rehum the chancellor, 

and Shimshai the scribe, and the rest 
of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, 
the Apharsites, the Archevites, the 
Babylonians, the Susanchites, the 
Dehavites, and the Elamites,
10 And the rest of the nations 

whom the great and noble Asnap-
par brought over, and set in the  
cities of Samaria, and the rest that  
are a on this side the river, and at such  
a time.

 11 a 1 Chr. 16:41; 2 Chr. 5:13;  
Alma 37:37; D&C 59:7.

  b 1 Chr. 16:34 (34, 41);  
Alma 5:40;  
D&C 50:44.

  c 1 Ne. 18:16; 2 Ne. 9:49;  
Alma 36:28;  

D&C 109:79; 136:28.
 12 a OR old.
  b Hag. 2:3 (3–9).
4 1 a D&C 123:1 (1–17).
 2 a 2 Kgs. 17:24.
 3 a Ezra 3:7.
 4 a IE discouraged the 

people.
 5 a Dan. 6:28.
 6 a Esth. 1:1.
 7 a HEB Aramaic.
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11 ¶ This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto 
Artaxerxes the king; Thy servants 
the men on this side the river, and 
at such a time.
12 Be it known unto the king, that 

the Jews which came up from thee to 
us are come unto Jerusalem, build-
ing the rebellious and the bad city, 
and have set up the walls thereof, 
and joined the foundations.
13 Be it known now unto the king, 

that, if this city be builded, and the 
walls set up again, then will they not 
pay toll, tribute, and custom, and 
so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings.
14 Now because a  we have mainte-

nance from the king’s palace, and it 
was not meet for us to see the king’s 
dishonour, therefore have we sent 
and certified the king;
15 That search may be made in the 

a  book of the records of thy fathers: 
so shalt thou find in the b  book of 
the records, and know that this city 
is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they 
have moved sedition within the 
same of old time: for which cause 
was this city destroyed.
16 We certify the king that, if this 

city be builded again, and the walls 
thereof set up, by this means thou 
shalt have no portion on this side 
the river.
17 ¶ Then sent the king an answer 

unto Rehum the chancellor, and to 
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest 
of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond 
the river, Peace, and at such a time.
18 The letter which ye sent unto us 

hath been plainly read before me.
19 And I commanded, and search 

hath been made, and it is found that 
this city of old time hath made in-
surrection against kings, and that 
rebellion and sedition have been 
made therein.

20 There have been mighty kings 
also over Jerusalem, which have 
a  ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and custom, 
was paid unto them.
21 Give ye now commandment to 

cause these men to a  cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until an-
other commandment shall be given 
from me.
22 Take heed now that ye fail not 

to do this: why should damage grow 
to the hurt of the kings?
23 ¶ Now when the copy of king 

Artaxerxes’ letter was read before 
Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, 
and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to cease by 
force and power.
24 Then ceased the work of the 

house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

CHAPTER 5
Haggai and Zechariah prophesy—Zerub-
babel renews the building of the temple—
The Samaritans challenge the Jews’  
right to continue their building work.
THEN the a  prophets, b  Haggai the 
prophet, and c  Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem 
in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them.
2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the 

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of 
God helping them.
3 ¶ At the same time came to them 

Tatnai, governor a  on this side the 
river, and Shethar-boznai, and their 
companions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded you 
to build this house, and to make 
up this wall?

 14 a IE we are dependent on.
 15 a TG Record Keeping.
  b TG Scriptures,  

Writing of.
 20 a Lam. 1:1.

 21 a D&C 124:49.
5 1 a Zech. 8:9.
  b Ezra 6:14.
  c Zech. 1:1.
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the Euphrates River, 
including Syria and 
Cilicia.
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11 ¶ This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto 
Artaxerxes the king; Thy servants 
the men on this side the river, and 
at such a time.
12 Be it known unto the king, that 

the Jews which came up from thee to 
us are come unto Jerusalem, build-
ing the rebellious and the bad city, 
and have set up the walls thereof, 
and joined the foundations.
13 Be it known now unto the king, 

that, if this city be builded, and the 
walls set up again, then will they not 
pay toll, tribute, and custom, and 
so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings.
14 Now because a  we have mainte-

nance from the king’s palace, and it 
was not meet for us to see the king’s 
dishonour, therefore have we sent 
and certified the king;
15 That search may be made in the 

a  book of the records of thy fathers: 
so shalt thou find in the b  book of 
the records, and know that this city 
is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they 
have moved sedition within the 
same of old time: for which cause 
was this city destroyed.
16 We certify the king that, if this 

city be builded again, and the walls 
thereof set up, by this means thou 
shalt have no portion on this side 
the river.
17 ¶ Then sent the king an answer 

unto Rehum the chancellor, and to 
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest 
of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond 
the river, Peace, and at such a time.
18 The letter which ye sent unto us 

hath been plainly read before me.
19 And I commanded, and search 

hath been made, and it is found that 
this city of old time hath made in-
surrection against kings, and that 
rebellion and sedition have been 
made therein.

20 There have been mighty kings 
also over Jerusalem, which have 
a  ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and custom, 
was paid unto them.
21 Give ye now commandment to 

cause these men to a  cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until an-
other commandment shall be given 
from me.
22 Take heed now that ye fail not 

to do this: why should damage grow 
to the hurt of the kings?
23 ¶ Now when the copy of king 

Artaxerxes’ letter was read before 
Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, 
and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to cease by 
force and power.
24 Then ceased the work of the 

house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

CHAPTER 5
Haggai and Zechariah prophesy—Zerub-
babel renews the building of the temple—
The Samaritans challenge the Jews’  
right to continue their building work.
THEN the a  prophets, b  Haggai the 
prophet, and c  Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem 
in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them.
2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the 

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of 
God helping them.
3 ¶ At the same time came to them 

Tatnai, governor a  on this side the 
river, and Shethar-boznai, and their 
companions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded you 
to build this house, and to make 
up this wall?
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11 ¶ This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto 
Artaxerxes the king; Thy servants 
the men on this side the river, and 
at such a time.
12 Be it known unto the king, that 

the Jews which came up from thee to 
us are come unto Jerusalem, build-
ing the rebellious and the bad city, 
and have set up the walls thereof, 
and joined the foundations.
13 Be it known now unto the king, 

that, if this city be builded, and the 
walls set up again, then will they not 
pay toll, tribute, and custom, and 
so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings.
14 Now because a  we have mainte-

nance from the king’s palace, and it 
was not meet for us to see the king’s 
dishonour, therefore have we sent 
and certified the king;
15 That search may be made in the 

a  book of the records of thy fathers: 
so shalt thou find in the b  book of 
the records, and know that this city 
is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they 
have moved sedition within the 
same of old time: for which cause 
was this city destroyed.
16 We certify the king that, if this 

city be builded again, and the walls 
thereof set up, by this means thou 
shalt have no portion on this side 
the river.
17 ¶ Then sent the king an answer 

unto Rehum the chancellor, and to 
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest 
of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond 
the river, Peace, and at such a time.
18 The letter which ye sent unto us 

hath been plainly read before me.
19 And I commanded, and search 

hath been made, and it is found that 
this city of old time hath made in-
surrection against kings, and that 
rebellion and sedition have been 
made therein.

20 There have been mighty kings 
also over Jerusalem, which have 
a  ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and custom, 
was paid unto them.
21 Give ye now commandment to 

cause these men to a  cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until an-
other commandment shall be given 
from me.
22 Take heed now that ye fail not 

to do this: why should damage grow 
to the hurt of the kings?
23 ¶ Now when the copy of king 

Artaxerxes’ letter was read before 
Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, 
and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to cease by 
force and power.
24 Then ceased the work of the 

house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

CHAPTER 5
Haggai and Zechariah prophesy—Zerub-
babel renews the building of the temple—
The Samaritans challenge the Jews’  
right to continue their building work.
THEN the a  prophets, b  Haggai the 
prophet, and c  Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem 
in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them.
2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the 

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of 
God helping them.
3 ¶ At the same time came to them 

Tatnai, governor a  on this side the 
river, and Shethar-boznai, and their 
companions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded you 
to build this house, and to make 
up this wall?
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4 Then said we unto them after 
this manner, What are the names of 
the men that make this building?
5 But the eye of their God was 

upon the elders of the Jews, that 
they could not cause them to cease, 
till the matter came to Darius: and 
then they returned answer by letter 
concerning this matter.
6 ¶ The copy of the letter that Tat-

nai, governor on this side the river, 
and Shethar-boznai, and his com-
panions the Apharsachites, which 
were on this side the river, sent unto 
Darius the king:
7 They sent a letter unto him, 

wherein was written thus; Unto 
Darius the king, all peace.
8 Be it known unto the a  king, that 

we went into the province of Ju-
dea, to the house of the great God, 
which is builded with great stones, 
and timber is laid in the walls, and 
this work goeth fast on, and pros-
pereth in their hands.
9 Then asked we those elders, and 

said unto them thus, Who com-
manded you to build this house, 
and to make up these walls?
10 We asked their names also, to 

certify thee, that we might write 
the names of the men that were the 
chief of them.
11 And thus they returned us an-

swer, saying, We are the servants of 
the God of heaven and earth, and 
build the house that was builded 
these many years ago, which a great 
king of Israel builded and set up.
12 But after that our fathers had 

provoked the God of heaven unto 
wrath, he gave them into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Bab-
ylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed 
this house, and carried the people 
away into Babylon.
13 But in the first year of Cyrus 

the king of Babylon the same king 
a  Cyrus made a decree to build this 
house of God.
14 And the vessels also of gold and 

silver of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the 

temple that was in Jerusalem, and 
brought them into the temple of 
Babylon, those did Cyrus the king 
take out of the temple of Babylon, 
and they were delivered unto one, 
whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom 
he had made governor;
15 And said unto him, Take these 

vessels, go, carry them into the temple  
that is in Jerusalem, and let the house 
of God be builded in his place.
16 Then came the same Sheshbaz-

zar, and laid the foundation of the 
house of God which is in Jerusalem: 
and since that time even until now 
hath it been in building, and yet it 
is not finished.
17 Now therefore, if it seem good to 

the king, let there be search made 
in the king’s treasure house, which 
is there at Babylon, whether it be 
so, that a decree was made of Cyrus 
the king to build this house of God 
at Jerusalem, and let the king send 
his pleasure to us concerning this 
matter.

CHAPTER 6
Darius renews the decree of Cyrus to 
build the temple—It is finished and 
dedicated, and sacrifices and feasts 
commence again.
THEN Darius the king made a decree, 
and search was made in the house 
of the a  rolls, where the treasures 
were laid up in Babylon.
2 And there was found at Achmetha, 

in the palace that is in the province 
of the Medes, a a  roll, and therein 
was a record thus written:
3 In the first year of Cyrus the king 

the same Cyrus the king made a de-
cree concerning the house of God at  
Jerusalem, Let the a house be builded, 
the place where they offered sacri-
fices, and let the foundations thereof 
be strongly laid; the height thereof 
threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof threescore cubits;
4 With three rows of great stones, 

and a row of new timber: and let 
the expenses be given out of the 
king’s house:

 8 a D&C 123:6.
 13 a Ezra 6:14.

6 1 a OR books, archives.
 2 a Jer. 36:2 (2, 4);  

Ezek. 2:9.
 3 a Hag. 1:8.
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11 ¶ This is the copy of the letter 
that they sent unto him, even unto 
Artaxerxes the king; Thy servants 
the men on this side the river, and 
at such a time.
12 Be it known unto the king, that 

the Jews which came up from thee to 
us are come unto Jerusalem, build-
ing the rebellious and the bad city, 
and have set up the walls thereof, 
and joined the foundations.
13 Be it known now unto the king, 

that, if this city be builded, and the 
walls set up again, then will they not 
pay toll, tribute, and custom, and 
so thou shalt endamage the revenue 
of the kings.
14 Now because a  we have mainte-

nance from the king’s palace, and it 
was not meet for us to see the king’s 
dishonour, therefore have we sent 
and certified the king;
15 That search may be made in the 

a  book of the records of thy fathers: 
so shalt thou find in the b  book of 
the records, and know that this city 
is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto 
kings and provinces, and that they 
have moved sedition within the 
same of old time: for which cause 
was this city destroyed.
16 We certify the king that, if this 

city be builded again, and the walls 
thereof set up, by this means thou 
shalt have no portion on this side 
the river.
17 ¶ Then sent the king an answer 

unto Rehum the chancellor, and to 
Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest 
of their companions that dwell in 
Samaria, and unto the rest beyond 
the river, Peace, and at such a time.
18 The letter which ye sent unto us 

hath been plainly read before me.
19 And I commanded, and search 

hath been made, and it is found that 
this city of old time hath made in-
surrection against kings, and that 
rebellion and sedition have been 
made therein.

20 There have been mighty kings 
also over Jerusalem, which have 
a  ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and custom, 
was paid unto them.
21 Give ye now commandment to 

cause these men to a  cease, and that 
this city be not builded, until an-
other commandment shall be given 
from me.
22 Take heed now that ye fail not 

to do this: why should damage grow 
to the hurt of the kings?
23 ¶ Now when the copy of king 

Artaxerxes’ letter was read before 
Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, 
and their companions, they went 
up in haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to cease by 
force and power.
24 Then ceased the work of the 

house of God which is at Jerusalem. 
So it ceased unto the second year of 
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

CHAPTER 5
Haggai and Zechariah prophesy—Zerub-
babel renews the building of the temple—
The Samaritans challenge the Jews’  
right to continue their building work.
THEN the a  prophets, b  Haggai the 
prophet, and c  Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews 
that were in Judah and Jerusalem 
in the name of the God of Israel, 
even unto them.
2 Then rose up Zerubbabel the 

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
of Jozadak, and began to build the 
house of God which is at Jerusalem: 
and with them were the prophets of 
God helping them.
3 ¶ At the same time came to them 

Tatnai, governor a  on this side the 
river, and Shethar-boznai, and their 
companions, and said thus unto 
them, Who hath commanded you 
to build this house, and to make 
up this wall?
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4 Then said we unto them after 
this manner, What are the names of 
the men that make this building?
5 But the eye of their God was 

upon the elders of the Jews, that 
they could not cause them to cease, 
till the matter came to Darius: and 
then they returned answer by letter 
concerning this matter.
6 ¶ The copy of the letter that Tat-

nai, governor on this side the river, 
and Shethar-boznai, and his com-
panions the Apharsachites, which 
were on this side the river, sent unto 
Darius the king:
7 They sent a letter unto him, 

wherein was written thus; Unto 
Darius the king, all peace.
8 Be it known unto the a  king, that 

we went into the province of Ju-
dea, to the house of the great God, 
which is builded with great stones, 
and timber is laid in the walls, and 
this work goeth fast on, and pros-
pereth in their hands.
9 Then asked we those elders, and 

said unto them thus, Who com-
manded you to build this house, 
and to make up these walls?
10 We asked their names also, to 

certify thee, that we might write 
the names of the men that were the 
chief of them.
11 And thus they returned us an-

swer, saying, We are the servants of 
the God of heaven and earth, and 
build the house that was builded 
these many years ago, which a great 
king of Israel builded and set up.
12 But after that our fathers had 

provoked the God of heaven unto 
wrath, he gave them into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Bab-
ylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed 
this house, and carried the people 
away into Babylon.
13 But in the first year of Cyrus 

the king of Babylon the same king 
a  Cyrus made a decree to build this 
house of God.
14 And the vessels also of gold and 

silver of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the 

temple that was in Jerusalem, and 
brought them into the temple of 
Babylon, those did Cyrus the king 
take out of the temple of Babylon, 
and they were delivered unto one, 
whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom 
he had made governor;
15 And said unto him, Take these 

vessels, go, carry them into the temple  
that is in Jerusalem, and let the house 
of God be builded in his place.
16 Then came the same Sheshbaz-

zar, and laid the foundation of the 
house of God which is in Jerusalem: 
and since that time even until now 
hath it been in building, and yet it 
is not finished.
17 Now therefore, if it seem good to 

the king, let there be search made 
in the king’s treasure house, which 
is there at Babylon, whether it be 
so, that a decree was made of Cyrus 
the king to build this house of God 
at Jerusalem, and let the king send 
his pleasure to us concerning this 
matter.

CHAPTER 6
Darius renews the decree of Cyrus to 
build the temple—It is finished and 
dedicated, and sacrifices and feasts 
commence again.
THEN Darius the king made a decree, 
and search was made in the house 
of the a  rolls, where the treasures 
were laid up in Babylon.
2 And there was found at Achmetha, 

in the palace that is in the province 
of the Medes, a a  roll, and therein 
was a record thus written:
3 In the first year of Cyrus the king 

the same Cyrus the king made a de-
cree concerning the house of God at  
Jerusalem, Let the a house be builded, 
the place where they offered sacri-
fices, and let the foundations thereof 
be strongly laid; the height thereof 
threescore cubits, and the breadth 
thereof threescore cubits;
4 With three rows of great stones, 

and a row of new timber: and let 
the expenses be given out of the 
king’s house:
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5 And also let the golden and silver 
vessels of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of 
the temple which is at Jerusalem, 
and brought unto Babylon, be re-
stored, and brought again unto the 
temple which is at Jerusalem, every 
one to his place, and place them in 
the house of God.
6 Now therefore, Tatnai, governor 

a  beyond the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and your companions the Apharsa-
chites, which are beyond the river, 
be ye far from thence:
7 Let the work of this house of God 

alone; let the governor of the Jews 
and the elders of the Jews build this 
house of God in his place.
8 Moreover I make a decree what 

ye shall do to the elders of these 
Jews for the building of this house 
of God: that of the king’s goods, 
even of the tribute beyond the 
river, forthwith expenses be given 
unto these men, that they be not  
hindered.
9 And that which they have need 

of, both young bullocks, and rams, 
and lambs, for the burnt offerings 
of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, 
wine, and oil, according to the ap-
pointment of the priests which are 
at Jerusalem, let it be given them 
day by day without fail:
10 That they may offer a  sacrifices 

of sweet savours unto the God of 
heaven, and b  pray for the life of 
the king, and of his sons.
11 Also I have made a decree, that 

whosoever shall alter this word, let 
timber be pulled down from his 
house, and being set up, let him be 
hanged thereon; and let his house 
be made a dunghill for this.
12 And the God that hath caused 

his name to dwell there destroy all 
kings and people, that shall put to 
their hand to alter and to destroy 
this house of God which is at Jeru-

salem. I Darius have made a decree; 
let it be done with speed.
13 ¶ Then Tatnai, governor a  on 

this side the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and their companions, according 
to that which Darius the king had 
sent, so they did speedily.
14 And the elders of the Jews build- 

ed, and they prospered through the 
prophesying of a Haggai the prophet 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And 
they builded, and finished it, accord-
ing to the commandment of the God 
of Israel, and according to the com-
mandment of b  Cyrus, and Darius,  
and Artaxerxes king of Persia.
15 And this house was finished on 

the third day of the month a  Adar, 
which was in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king.
16 ¶ And the children of Israel, 

the priests, and the Levites, and the 
rest of the children of the captivity, 
kept the a  dedication of this house 
of God with joy,
17 And offered at the dedication 

of this house of God an hundred 
bullocks, two hundred rams, four 
hundred lambs; and for a sin offer-
ing for all Israel, twelve he goats, ac-
cording to the number of the tribes  
of Israel.
18 And they set the a priests in their 

divisions, and the Levites in their 
b  courses, for the c  service of God, 
which is at Jerusalem; as it is written  
in the book of Moses.
19 And the children of the cap-

tivity kept the a  passover upon the 
b  fourteenth day of the first month.
20 For the priests and the Levites 

were purified together, all of them 
were pure, and killed the passover 
for all the children of the captivity, 
and for their brethren the priests, 
and for themselves.
21 And the children of Israel, which 

were come again out of captivity, and 
all such as had a separated themselves 
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5 And also let the golden and silver 
vessels of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of 
the temple which is at Jerusalem, 
and brought unto Babylon, be re-
stored, and brought again unto the 
temple which is at Jerusalem, every 
one to his place, and place them in 
the house of God.
6 Now therefore, Tatnai, governor 

a  beyond the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and your companions the Apharsa-
chites, which are beyond the river, 
be ye far from thence:
7 Let the work of this house of God 

alone; let the governor of the Jews 
and the elders of the Jews build this 
house of God in his place.
8 Moreover I make a decree what 

ye shall do to the elders of these 
Jews for the building of this house 
of God: that of the king’s goods, 
even of the tribute beyond the 
river, forthwith expenses be given 
unto these men, that they be not  
hindered.
9 And that which they have need 

of, both young bullocks, and rams, 
and lambs, for the burnt offerings 
of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, 
wine, and oil, according to the ap-
pointment of the priests which are 
at Jerusalem, let it be given them 
day by day without fail:
10 That they may offer a  sacrifices 

of sweet savours unto the God of 
heaven, and b  pray for the life of 
the king, and of his sons.
11 Also I have made a decree, that 

whosoever shall alter this word, let 
timber be pulled down from his 
house, and being set up, let him be 
hanged thereon; and let his house 
be made a dunghill for this.
12 And the God that hath caused 

his name to dwell there destroy all 
kings and people, that shall put to 
their hand to alter and to destroy 
this house of God which is at Jeru-

salem. I Darius have made a decree; 
let it be done with speed.
13 ¶ Then Tatnai, governor a  on 

this side the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and their companions, according 
to that which Darius the king had 
sent, so they did speedily.
14 And the elders of the Jews build- 

ed, and they prospered through the 
prophesying of a Haggai the prophet 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And 
they builded, and finished it, accord-
ing to the commandment of the God 
of Israel, and according to the com-
mandment of b  Cyrus, and Darius,  
and Artaxerxes king of Persia.
15 And this house was finished on 

the third day of the month a  Adar, 
which was in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king.
16 ¶ And the children of Israel, 

the priests, and the Levites, and the 
rest of the children of the captivity, 
kept the a  dedication of this house 
of God with joy,
17 And offered at the dedication 

of this house of God an hundred 
bullocks, two hundred rams, four 
hundred lambs; and for a sin offer-
ing for all Israel, twelve he goats, ac-
cording to the number of the tribes  
of Israel.
18 And they set the a priests in their 

divisions, and the Levites in their 
b  courses, for the c  service of God, 
which is at Jerusalem; as it is written  
in the book of Moses.
19 And the children of the cap-

tivity kept the a  passover upon the 
b  fourteenth day of the first month.
20 For the priests and the Levites 

were purified together, all of them 
were pure, and killed the passover 
for all the children of the captivity, 
and for their brethren the priests, 
and for themselves.
21 And the children of Israel, which 

were come again out of captivity, and 
all such as had a separated themselves 
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unto them from the b  filthiness of 
the c  heathen of the land, to seek the 
LORD God of Israel, did eat,
22 And kept the feast of unleav-

ened bread seven days with joy: for 
the LORD had made them joyful, 
and turned the heart of the king of 
Assyria unto them, a  to strengthen 
their hands in the work of the house 
of God, the God of Israel.

CHAPTER 7
Ezra goes up to Jerusalem—Artaxerxes 
provides for beautifying the temple and 
sustains the Jews in their worship.
NOW after these things, in the reign 
of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra 
the son of Seraiah, the son of Aza-
riah, the son of a  Hilkiah,
2 The son of Shallum, the son of 

Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
3 The son of Amariah, the son of 

Azariah, the son of Meraioth,
4 The son of Zerahiah, the son of 

Uzzi, the son of Bukki,
5 The son of Abishua, the son of 

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the chief priest:
6 This Ezra went up from Bab-

ylon; and he was a ready a  scribe in 
the law of Moses, which the LORD 
God of Israel had given: and the 
king granted him all his request, 
according to the b  hand of the LORD 
his God upon him.
7 And there went up some of the 

children of Israel, and of the priests, 
and the Levites, and the singers, and  
the porters, and the Nethinims, unto 
Jerusalem, in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes the king.
8 And he came to Jerusalem in 

the fifth month, which was in the 
seventh year of the king.
9 For upon the first day of the 

first month began he to go up from 
Babylon, and on the first day of the 
fifth month came he to Jerusalem, 

according to the good a  hand of his 
God upon him.
10 For Ezra had a  prepared his 

b  heart to seek the law of the LORD, 
and to do it, and to teach in Israel 
c  statutes and judgments.
11 ¶ Now this is the copy of the 

letter that the king Artaxerxes gave 
unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, 
even a a  scribe of the words of the 
commandments of the LORD, and 
of his statutes to Israel.
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto 

Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law 
of the God of heaven, perfect peace, 
and at such a time.
13 I make a decree, that all they of 

the people of Israel, and of  his priests 
and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own freewill to go 
up to Jerusalem, go with thee.
14 Forasmuch as thou art sent of 

the king, and of his seven counsel-
lors, to inquire concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem, according to the law 
of thy God which is in thine hand;
15 And to carry the silver and 

gold, which the king and his coun-
sellors have freely offered unto the 
God of Israel, whose habitation is 
in Jerusalem,
16 And all the silver and gold that 

thou canst find in all the province 
of Babylon, with the freewill offer-
ing of the people, and of the priests, 
offering willingly for the house of 
their God which is in Jerusalem:
17 That thou mayest buy speedily 

with this money bullocks, rams, 
lambs, with their meat offerings 
and their drink offerings, and offer 
them upon the altar of the house 
of your God which is in Jerusalem.
18 And whatsoever shall seem 

good to thee, and to thy brethren, 
to do with the rest of the a  silver 
and the gold, that do after the will 
of your God.
19 The vessels also that are given 
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5 And also let the golden and silver 
vessels of the house of God, which 
Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of 
the temple which is at Jerusalem, 
and brought unto Babylon, be re-
stored, and brought again unto the 
temple which is at Jerusalem, every 
one to his place, and place them in 
the house of God.
6 Now therefore, Tatnai, governor 

a  beyond the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and your companions the Apharsa-
chites, which are beyond the river, 
be ye far from thence:
7 Let the work of this house of God 

alone; let the governor of the Jews 
and the elders of the Jews build this 
house of God in his place.
8 Moreover I make a decree what 

ye shall do to the elders of these 
Jews for the building of this house 
of God: that of the king’s goods, 
even of the tribute beyond the 
river, forthwith expenses be given 
unto these men, that they be not  
hindered.
9 And that which they have need 

of, both young bullocks, and rams, 
and lambs, for the burnt offerings 
of the God of heaven, wheat, salt, 
wine, and oil, according to the ap-
pointment of the priests which are 
at Jerusalem, let it be given them 
day by day without fail:
10 That they may offer a  sacrifices 

of sweet savours unto the God of 
heaven, and b  pray for the life of 
the king, and of his sons.
11 Also I have made a decree, that 

whosoever shall alter this word, let 
timber be pulled down from his 
house, and being set up, let him be 
hanged thereon; and let his house 
be made a dunghill for this.
12 And the God that hath caused 

his name to dwell there destroy all 
kings and people, that shall put to 
their hand to alter and to destroy 
this house of God which is at Jeru-

salem. I Darius have made a decree; 
let it be done with speed.
13 ¶ Then Tatnai, governor a  on 

this side the river, Shethar-boznai, 
and their companions, according 
to that which Darius the king had 
sent, so they did speedily.
14 And the elders of the Jews build- 

ed, and they prospered through the 
prophesying of a Haggai the prophet 
and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And 
they builded, and finished it, accord-
ing to the commandment of the God 
of Israel, and according to the com-
mandment of b  Cyrus, and Darius,  
and Artaxerxes king of Persia.
15 And this house was finished on 

the third day of the month a  Adar, 
which was in the sixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king.
16 ¶ And the children of Israel, 

the priests, and the Levites, and the 
rest of the children of the captivity, 
kept the a  dedication of this house 
of God with joy,
17 And offered at the dedication 

of this house of God an hundred 
bullocks, two hundred rams, four 
hundred lambs; and for a sin offer-
ing for all Israel, twelve he goats, ac-
cording to the number of the tribes  
of Israel.
18 And they set the a priests in their 

divisions, and the Levites in their 
b  courses, for the c  service of God, 
which is at Jerusalem; as it is written  
in the book of Moses.
19 And the children of the cap-

tivity kept the a  passover upon the 
b  fourteenth day of the first month.
20 For the priests and the Levites 

were purified together, all of them 
were pure, and killed the passover 
for all the children of the captivity, 
and for their brethren the priests, 
and for themselves.
21 And the children of Israel, which 

were come again out of captivity, and 
all such as had a separated themselves 
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unto them from the b  filthiness of 
the c  heathen of the land, to seek the 
LORD God of Israel, did eat,
22 And kept the feast of unleav-

ened bread seven days with joy: for 
the LORD had made them joyful, 
and turned the heart of the king of 
Assyria unto them, a  to strengthen 
their hands in the work of the house 
of God, the God of Israel.

CHAPTER 7
Ezra goes up to Jerusalem—Artaxerxes 
provides for beautifying the temple and 
sustains the Jews in their worship.
NOW after these things, in the reign 
of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra 
the son of Seraiah, the son of Aza-
riah, the son of a  Hilkiah,
2 The son of Shallum, the son of 

Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
3 The son of Amariah, the son of 

Azariah, the son of Meraioth,
4 The son of Zerahiah, the son of 

Uzzi, the son of Bukki,
5 The son of Abishua, the son of 

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the chief priest:
6 This Ezra went up from Bab-

ylon; and he was a ready a  scribe in 
the law of Moses, which the LORD 
God of Israel had given: and the 
king granted him all his request, 
according to the b  hand of the LORD 
his God upon him.
7 And there went up some of the 

children of Israel, and of the priests, 
and the Levites, and the singers, and  
the porters, and the Nethinims, unto 
Jerusalem, in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes the king.
8 And he came to Jerusalem in 

the fifth month, which was in the 
seventh year of the king.
9 For upon the first day of the 

first month began he to go up from 
Babylon, and on the first day of the 
fifth month came he to Jerusalem, 

according to the good a  hand of his 
God upon him.
10 For Ezra had a  prepared his 

b  heart to seek the law of the LORD, 
and to do it, and to teach in Israel 
c  statutes and judgments.
11 ¶ Now this is the copy of the 

letter that the king Artaxerxes gave 
unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, 
even a a  scribe of the words of the 
commandments of the LORD, and 
of his statutes to Israel.
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto 

Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law 
of the God of heaven, perfect peace, 
and at such a time.
13 I make a decree, that all they of 

the people of Israel, and of  his priests 
and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own freewill to go 
up to Jerusalem, go with thee.
14 Forasmuch as thou art sent of 

the king, and of his seven counsel-
lors, to inquire concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem, according to the law 
of thy God which is in thine hand;
15 And to carry the silver and 

gold, which the king and his coun-
sellors have freely offered unto the 
God of Israel, whose habitation is 
in Jerusalem,
16 And all the silver and gold that 

thou canst find in all the province 
of Babylon, with the freewill offer-
ing of the people, and of the priests, 
offering willingly for the house of 
their God which is in Jerusalem:
17 That thou mayest buy speedily 

with this money bullocks, rams, 
lambs, with their meat offerings 
and their drink offerings, and offer 
them upon the altar of the house 
of your God which is in Jerusalem.
18 And whatsoever shall seem 

good to thee, and to thy brethren, 
to do with the rest of the a  silver 
and the gold, that do after the will 
of your God.
19 The vessels also that are given 
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Thomas S. Monson 

“Temples bring joy to our faithful 
members wherever they are built”  

(Thomas S. Monson, “The Holy Temple—a 
Beacon to the World,” Ensign or Liahona, GC Apr 
2011, May 2011, 91).
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unto them from the b  filthiness of 
the c  heathen of the land, to seek the 
LORD God of Israel, did eat,
22 And kept the feast of unleav-

ened bread seven days with joy: for 
the LORD had made them joyful, 
and turned the heart of the king of 
Assyria unto them, a  to strengthen 
their hands in the work of the house 
of God, the God of Israel.

CHAPTER 7
Ezra goes up to Jerusalem—Artaxerxes 
provides for beautifying the temple and 
sustains the Jews in their worship.
NOW after these things, in the reign 
of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra 
the son of Seraiah, the son of Aza-
riah, the son of a  Hilkiah,
2 The son of Shallum, the son of 

Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
3 The son of Amariah, the son of 

Azariah, the son of Meraioth,
4 The son of Zerahiah, the son of 

Uzzi, the son of Bukki,
5 The son of Abishua, the son of 

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the chief priest:
6 This Ezra went up from Bab-

ylon; and he was a ready a  scribe in 
the law of Moses, which the LORD 
God of Israel had given: and the 
king granted him all his request, 
according to the b  hand of the LORD 
his God upon him.
7 And there went up some of the 

children of Israel, and of the priests, 
and the Levites, and the singers, and  
the porters, and the Nethinims, unto 
Jerusalem, in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes the king.
8 And he came to Jerusalem in 

the fifth month, which was in the 
seventh year of the king.
9 For upon the first day of the 

first month began he to go up from 
Babylon, and on the first day of the 
fifth month came he to Jerusalem, 

according to the good a  hand of his 
God upon him.
10 For Ezra had a  prepared his 

b  heart to seek the law of the LORD, 
and to do it, and to teach in Israel 
c  statutes and judgments.
11 ¶ Now this is the copy of the 

letter that the king Artaxerxes gave 
unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, 
even a a  scribe of the words of the 
commandments of the LORD, and 
of his statutes to Israel.
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto 

Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law 
of the God of heaven, perfect peace, 
and at such a time.
13 I make a decree, that all they of 

the people of Israel, and of  his priests 
and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own freewill to go 
up to Jerusalem, go with thee.
14 Forasmuch as thou art sent of 

the king, and of his seven counsel-
lors, to inquire concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem, according to the law 
of thy God which is in thine hand;
15 And to carry the silver and 

gold, which the king and his coun-
sellors have freely offered unto the 
God of Israel, whose habitation is 
in Jerusalem,
16 And all the silver and gold that 

thou canst find in all the province 
of Babylon, with the freewill offer-
ing of the people, and of the priests, 
offering willingly for the house of 
their God which is in Jerusalem:
17 That thou mayest buy speedily 

with this money bullocks, rams, 
lambs, with their meat offerings 
and their drink offerings, and offer 
them upon the altar of the house 
of your God which is in Jerusalem.
18 And whatsoever shall seem 

good to thee, and to thy brethren, 
to do with the rest of the a  silver 
and the gold, that do after the will 
of your God.
19 The vessels also that are given 
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thee for the service of the house of 
thy God, those deliver thou before 
the God of Jerusalem.
20 And whatsoever more shall be 

needful for the house of thy God, 
which thou shalt have occasion to 
bestow, bestow it out of the king’s 
treasure house.
21 And I, even I Artaxerxes the 

king, do make a decree to all  
the treasurers which are beyond 
the river, that whatsoever Ezra the  
priest, the scribe of the law of the 
God of heaven, shall require of you, 
it be done speedily,
22 Unto an hundred talents of  

silver, and to an hundred measures  
of wheat, and to an hundred baths 
of wine, and to an hundred baths 
of oil, and salt without prescribing 
how much.
23 Whatsoever is commanded by 

the God of heaven, let it be dili-
gently done for the house of the 
God of heaven: for why should there 
be wrath against the realm of the 
king and his sons?
24 Also we a certify you, that touch-

ing any of the priests and Levites, 
singers, porters, b  Nethinims, or 
ministers of this house of God, it 
shall not be lawful to impose toll, 
tribute, or custom, upon them.
25 And thou, Ezra, after the wis-

dom of thy God, that is in thine 
hand, set magistrates and a  judges, 
which may judge all the people 
that are b  beyond the river, all such 
as know the c  laws of thy God; and 
d  teach ye them that know them  
not.
26 And whosoever will not do the 

law of thy God, and the law of the 
king, let judgment be executed 
speedily upon him, whether it be 
unto a  death, or to banishment, or 
to confiscation of goods, or to im-
prisonment.
27 ¶ Blessed be the LORD God of 

our fathers, which hath put such a 
thing as this in the king’s heart, to 
a  beautify the house of the LORD 
which is in Jerusalem:
28 And hath extended mercy unto 

me before the king, and his coun-
sellors, and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. And I was strength-
ened as the hand of the LORD my 
God was upon me, and I gathered 
together out of Israel chief men to 
go up with me.

CHAPTER 8
Those who go up from Babylon to Jeru-
salem are listed—The Levites are called 
to accompany them—Ezra and the peo-
ple fast and pray for and gain guidance 
and protection in going to Jerusalem.
THESE are now the a  chief of their 
fathers, and this is the genealogy of 
them that went up with me from 
Babylon, in the reign of Artaxerxes 
the king.
2 Of the sons of Phinehas; Ger-

shom: of the sons of Ithamar; Dan-
iel: of the sons of David; Hattush.
3 Of the sons of Shechaniah, of 

the sons of Pharosh; Zechariah: and 
with him were reckoned by gene-
alogy of the males an hundred and  
fifty.
4 Of the sons of Pahath-moab; 

Elihoenai the son of Zerahiah, and 
with him two hundred males.
5 Of the sons of Shechaniah; the 

son of Jahaziel, and with him three 
hundred males.
6 Of the sons also of Adin; Ebed 

the son of Jonathan, and with him 
fifty males.
7 And of the sons of Elam; Jeshaiah  

the son of Athaliah, and with him 
seventy males.
8 And of the sons of Shephatiah; 

Zebadiah the son of Michael, and 
with him fourscore males.
9 Of the sons of Joab; Obadiah the  

 24 a OR inform.
  b 1 Chr. 9:2;  

Ezra 2:43; 8:20.
 25 a Ex. 18:13;  

Deut. 19:18 (16–19);  
Mosiah 29:11 (11, 25, 39);  

D&C 134:3.
  b IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River.
  c TG God, Law of.
  d Ex. 18:20;  

D&C 88:81.

 26 a TG Capital Punishment.
 27 a TG Beauty.
8 1 a HEB heads of their 

fathers; i.e., patriarchal 
leaders.
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unto them from the b  filthiness of 
the c  heathen of the land, to seek the 
LORD God of Israel, did eat,
22 And kept the feast of unleav-

ened bread seven days with joy: for 
the LORD had made them joyful, 
and turned the heart of the king of 
Assyria unto them, a  to strengthen 
their hands in the work of the house 
of God, the God of Israel.

CHAPTER 7
Ezra goes up to Jerusalem—Artaxerxes 
provides for beautifying the temple and 
sustains the Jews in their worship.
NOW after these things, in the reign 
of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra 
the son of Seraiah, the son of Aza-
riah, the son of a  Hilkiah,
2 The son of Shallum, the son of 

Zadok, the son of Ahitub,
3 The son of Amariah, the son of 

Azariah, the son of Meraioth,
4 The son of Zerahiah, the son of 

Uzzi, the son of Bukki,
5 The son of Abishua, the son of 

Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the 
son of Aaron the chief priest:
6 This Ezra went up from Bab-

ylon; and he was a ready a  scribe in 
the law of Moses, which the LORD 
God of Israel had given: and the 
king granted him all his request, 
according to the b  hand of the LORD 
his God upon him.
7 And there went up some of the 

children of Israel, and of the priests, 
and the Levites, and the singers, and  
the porters, and the Nethinims, unto 
Jerusalem, in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes the king.
8 And he came to Jerusalem in 

the fifth month, which was in the 
seventh year of the king.
9 For upon the first day of the 

first month began he to go up from 
Babylon, and on the first day of the 
fifth month came he to Jerusalem, 

according to the good a  hand of his 
God upon him.
10 For Ezra had a  prepared his 

b  heart to seek the law of the LORD, 
and to do it, and to teach in Israel 
c  statutes and judgments.
11 ¶ Now this is the copy of the 

letter that the king Artaxerxes gave 
unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, 
even a a  scribe of the words of the 
commandments of the LORD, and 
of his statutes to Israel.
12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto 

Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law 
of the God of heaven, perfect peace, 
and at such a time.
13 I make a decree, that all they of 

the people of Israel, and of  his priests 
and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own freewill to go 
up to Jerusalem, go with thee.
14 Forasmuch as thou art sent of 

the king, and of his seven counsel-
lors, to inquire concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem, according to the law 
of thy God which is in thine hand;
15 And to carry the silver and 

gold, which the king and his coun-
sellors have freely offered unto the 
God of Israel, whose habitation is 
in Jerusalem,
16 And all the silver and gold that 

thou canst find in all the province 
of Babylon, with the freewill offer-
ing of the people, and of the priests, 
offering willingly for the house of 
their God which is in Jerusalem:
17 That thou mayest buy speedily 

with this money bullocks, rams, 
lambs, with their meat offerings 
and their drink offerings, and offer 
them upon the altar of the house 
of your God which is in Jerusalem.
18 And whatsoever shall seem 

good to thee, and to thy brethren, 
to do with the rest of the a  silver 
and the gold, that do after the will 
of your God.
19 The vessels also that are given 

 21 b TG Filthiness.
  c TG Heathen.
 22 a OR to assist them.
7 1 a 2 Kgs. 22:4 (4–14);  

1 Chr. 6:13.
 6 a Neh. 8:1.

  b Ezra 7:9 (9, 28); 8:18.
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thee for the service of the house of 
thy God, those deliver thou before 
the God of Jerusalem.
20 And whatsoever more shall be 

needful for the house of thy God, 
which thou shalt have occasion to 
bestow, bestow it out of the king’s 
treasure house.
21 And I, even I Artaxerxes the 

king, do make a decree to all  
the treasurers which are beyond 
the river, that whatsoever Ezra the  
priest, the scribe of the law of the 
God of heaven, shall require of you, 
it be done speedily,
22 Unto an hundred talents of  

silver, and to an hundred measures  
of wheat, and to an hundred baths 
of wine, and to an hundred baths 
of oil, and salt without prescribing 
how much.
23 Whatsoever is commanded by 

the God of heaven, let it be dili-
gently done for the house of the 
God of heaven: for why should there 
be wrath against the realm of the 
king and his sons?
24 Also we a certify you, that touch-

ing any of the priests and Levites, 
singers, porters, b  Nethinims, or 
ministers of this house of God, it 
shall not be lawful to impose toll, 
tribute, or custom, upon them.
25 And thou, Ezra, after the wis-

dom of thy God, that is in thine 
hand, set magistrates and a  judges, 
which may judge all the people 
that are b  beyond the river, all such 
as know the c  laws of thy God; and 
d  teach ye them that know them  
not.
26 And whosoever will not do the 

law of thy God, and the law of the 
king, let judgment be executed 
speedily upon him, whether it be 
unto a  death, or to banishment, or 
to confiscation of goods, or to im-
prisonment.
27 ¶ Blessed be the LORD God of 

our fathers, which hath put such a 
thing as this in the king’s heart, to 
a  beautify the house of the LORD 
which is in Jerusalem:
28 And hath extended mercy unto 

me before the king, and his coun-
sellors, and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. And I was strength-
ened as the hand of the LORD my 
God was upon me, and I gathered 
together out of Israel chief men to 
go up with me.

CHAPTER 8
Those who go up from Babylon to Jeru-
salem are listed—The Levites are called 
to accompany them—Ezra and the peo-
ple fast and pray for and gain guidance 
and protection in going to Jerusalem.
THESE are now the a  chief of their 
fathers, and this is the genealogy of 
them that went up with me from 
Babylon, in the reign of Artaxerxes 
the king.
2 Of the sons of Phinehas; Ger-

shom: of the sons of Ithamar; Dan-
iel: of the sons of David; Hattush.
3 Of the sons of Shechaniah, of 

the sons of Pharosh; Zechariah: and 
with him were reckoned by gene-
alogy of the males an hundred and  
fifty.
4 Of the sons of Pahath-moab; 

Elihoenai the son of Zerahiah, and 
with him two hundred males.
5 Of the sons of Shechaniah; the 

son of Jahaziel, and with him three 
hundred males.
6 Of the sons also of Adin; Ebed 

the son of Jonathan, and with him 
fifty males.
7 And of the sons of Elam; Jeshaiah  

the son of Athaliah, and with him 
seventy males.
8 And of the sons of Shephatiah; 

Zebadiah the son of Michael, and 
with him fourscore males.
9 Of the sons of Joab; Obadiah the  
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the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, 
in the chambers of the house of 
the LORD.
30 So took the priests and the Lev-

ites the weight of the silver, and the 
gold, and the vessels, to bring them to  
Jerusalem unto the house of our God.
31 ¶ Then we departed from the 

river of Ahava on the twelfth day 
of the first month, to go unto Je-
rusalem: and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us 
from the hand of the enemy, and 
of such as lay in wait by the way.
32 And we came to Jerusalem, and 

abode there three days.
33 ¶ Now on the fourth day was the 

silver and the gold and the vessels 
weighed in the house of our God 
by the hand of Meremoth the son 
of Uriah the priest; and with him 
was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; 
and with them was Jozabad the son 
of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of 
Binnui, Levites;
34 By number and by weight of 

every one: and all the weight was 
written at that time.
35 Also the children of those that 

had been carried away, which were 
come out of the captivity, offered 
burnt offerings unto the God of Is-
rael, twelve bullocks for all Israel, 
ninety and six rams, seventy and 
seven lambs, twelve he goats for a 
sin offering: all this was a burnt of-
fering unto the LORD.
36 ¶ And they delivered the king’s 

commissions unto the king’s lieuten-
ants, and to the governors a  on this 
side the river: and they b  furthered 
the people, and the house of God.

CHAPTER 9
Many Jews intermarry with the Ca-
naanites and others and follow their 
abominations—Ezra prays and con-
fesses the sins of all the people.
NOW when these things were done, 

the a princes came to me, saying, The 
people of Israel, and the priests, 
and the Levites, have not b  sepa-
rated themselves from the people 
of the lands, doing according to 
their c  abominations, even of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizz-
ites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and 
the Amorites.
2 For they have taken of their 

a  daughters for themselves, and for 
their sons: so that the b  holy seed 
have mingled themselves with the 
people of those lands: yea, the hand 
of the princes and rulers hath been 
chief in this trespass.
3 And when I heard this thing, I 

a  rent my garment and my mantle, 
and plucked off the hair of my head 
and of my beard, and sat down as-
tonied.
4 Then were assembled unto me 

every one that a  trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel, because 
of the transgression of those that 
had been carried away; and I sat 
astonied until the evening sacrifice.
5 ¶ And at the evening sacrifice I 

arose up from my heaviness; and hav-
ing rent my garment and my mantle, 
I fell upon my knees, and spread out 
my hands unto the LORD my God,
6 And said, O my God, I am ashamed 

and blush to lift up my face to thee, 
my God: for our iniquities are in-
creased over our head, and our tres-
pass is grown up unto the heavens.
7 Since the days of our fathers have 

we been in a great trespass unto this 
day; and for our iniquities have we, 
our kings, and our priests, been de-
livered into the hand of the kings of 
the lands, to the sword, to captivity, 
and to a spoil, and to a  confusion of 
face, as it is this day.
8 And now for a little space a grace 

hath been shewed from the LORD our 
God, to leave us a remnant to escape,  
and to give us a b  nail in his holy 

 36 a IE on the west side of 
the Euphrates River.

  b OR raised, promoted.
9 1 a IE officials.
  b Alma 5:57.

  c Deut. 12:31 (30–31);  
D&C 3:18.
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Alma 46:12.
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place, that our God may c  lighten 
our eyes, and give us a little reviv-
ing in our bondage.
9 For we were bondmen; yet our 

God hath not forsaken us in our 
a bondage, but hath extended mercy 
unto us in the sight of the kings 
of Persia, to give us a reviving, to 
set up the house of our God, and 
to repair the desolations thereof, 
and to give us a wall in Judah and 
in Jerusalem.
10 And now, O our God, what shall 

we say after this? for we have for-
saken thy commandments,
11 Which thou hast commanded 

by thy servants the prophets, say-
ing, The land, unto which ye go to 
possess it, is an unclean land with 
the a  filthiness of the people of the 
lands, with their abominations, 
which have filled it from one end 
to another with their uncleanness.
12 Now therefore give not your 

daughters unto their sons, neither 
take their daughters unto your sons, 
nor seek their peace or their wealth 
for ever: that ye may be strong, and 
eat the good of the land, and leave 
it for an inheritance to your chil-
dren for ever.
13 And after all that is come upon 

us for our a  evil deeds, and for our  
great trespass, seeing that thou  
our God hast punished us less than 
our b  iniquities deserve, and hast 
given us such deliverance as this;
14 Should we again break thy com-

mandments, and join in affinity 
with the people of these abomina-
tions? wouldest not thou be angry 
with us till thou hadst consumed us, 
so that there should be no remnant 
nor escaping?
15 O LORD God of Israel, thou art 

a  righteous: for we remain yet es-
caped, as it is this day: behold, we 
are before thee in our trespasses: 
for we cannot stand before thee 
because of this.

CHAPTER 10
The Jews covenant to put away their 
wives taken from the Canaanites and 
others—Ezra assembles the people at 
Jerusalem—The Levites who married 
non-Israelite women are listed.
NOW when Ezra had prayed, and 
when he had a  confessed, weeping 
and casting himself down before 
the house of God, there assembled 
unto him out of Israel a very great 
congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept 
very sore.
2 And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, 

one of the sons of Elam, answered 
and said unto Ezra, We have tres-
passed against our God, and have 
taken a  strange wives of the people 
of the land: yet now there is hope 
in Israel concerning this thing.
3 Now therefore let us make a cov-

enant with our God to put away all 
the wives, and such as are born of 
them, according to the counsel of 
my lord, and of those that tremble at 
the commandment of our God; and 
let it be done according to the law.
4 Arise; for this matter belongeth 

unto thee: we also will be with thee: 
be of good a  courage, and do it.
5 Then arose Ezra, and made the 

chief priests, the Levites, and all 
Israel, to swear that they should 
do according to this word. And 
they sware.
6 ¶ Then Ezra rose up from be-

fore the house of God, and went 
into the chamber of Johanan the 
son of Eliashib: and when he came 
thither, he did eat no bread, nor 
drink water: for he mourned be-
cause of the transgression of them 
that had been carried away.
7 And they made proclamation 

throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
unto all the children of the captivity, 
that they should gather themselves 
together unto Jerusalem;
8 And that whosoever would not 

 8 c 3 Ne. 13:22;  
D&C 88:11.
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the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, 
in the chambers of the house of 
the LORD.
30 So took the priests and the Lev-

ites the weight of the silver, and the 
gold, and the vessels, to bring them to  
Jerusalem unto the house of our God.
31 ¶ Then we departed from the 

river of Ahava on the twelfth day 
of the first month, to go unto Je-
rusalem: and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us 
from the hand of the enemy, and 
of such as lay in wait by the way.
32 And we came to Jerusalem, and 

abode there three days.
33 ¶ Now on the fourth day was the 

silver and the gold and the vessels 
weighed in the house of our God 
by the hand of Meremoth the son 
of Uriah the priest; and with him 
was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; 
and with them was Jozabad the son 
of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of 
Binnui, Levites;
34 By number and by weight of 

every one: and all the weight was 
written at that time.
35 Also the children of those that 

had been carried away, which were 
come out of the captivity, offered 
burnt offerings unto the God of Is-
rael, twelve bullocks for all Israel, 
ninety and six rams, seventy and 
seven lambs, twelve he goats for a 
sin offering: all this was a burnt of-
fering unto the LORD.
36 ¶ And they delivered the king’s 

commissions unto the king’s lieuten-
ants, and to the governors a  on this 
side the river: and they b  furthered 
the people, and the house of God.

CHAPTER 9
Many Jews intermarry with the Ca-
naanites and others and follow their 
abominations—Ezra prays and con-
fesses the sins of all the people.
NOW when these things were done, 

the a princes came to me, saying, The 
people of Israel, and the priests, 
and the Levites, have not b  sepa-
rated themselves from the people 
of the lands, doing according to 
their c  abominations, even of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizz-
ites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and 
the Amorites.
2 For they have taken of their 

a  daughters for themselves, and for 
their sons: so that the b  holy seed 
have mingled themselves with the 
people of those lands: yea, the hand 
of the princes and rulers hath been 
chief in this trespass.
3 And when I heard this thing, I 

a  rent my garment and my mantle, 
and plucked off the hair of my head 
and of my beard, and sat down as-
tonied.
4 Then were assembled unto me 

every one that a  trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel, because 
of the transgression of those that 
had been carried away; and I sat 
astonied until the evening sacrifice.
5 ¶ And at the evening sacrifice I 

arose up from my heaviness; and hav-
ing rent my garment and my mantle, 
I fell upon my knees, and spread out 
my hands unto the LORD my God,
6 And said, O my God, I am ashamed 

and blush to lift up my face to thee, 
my God: for our iniquities are in-
creased over our head, and our tres-
pass is grown up unto the heavens.
7 Since the days of our fathers have 

we been in a great trespass unto this 
day; and for our iniquities have we, 
our kings, and our priests, been de-
livered into the hand of the kings of 
the lands, to the sword, to captivity, 
and to a spoil, and to a  confusion of 
face, as it is this day.
8 And now for a little space a grace 

hath been shewed from the LORD our 
God, to leave us a remnant to escape,  
and to give us a b  nail in his holy 

 36 a IE on the west side of 
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place, that our God may c  lighten 
our eyes, and give us a little reviv-
ing in our bondage.
9 For we were bondmen; yet our 

God hath not forsaken us in our 
a bondage, but hath extended mercy 
unto us in the sight of the kings 
of Persia, to give us a reviving, to 
set up the house of our God, and 
to repair the desolations thereof, 
and to give us a wall in Judah and 
in Jerusalem.
10 And now, O our God, what shall 

we say after this? for we have for-
saken thy commandments,
11 Which thou hast commanded 

by thy servants the prophets, say-
ing, The land, unto which ye go to 
possess it, is an unclean land with 
the a  filthiness of the people of the 
lands, with their abominations, 
which have filled it from one end 
to another with their uncleanness.
12 Now therefore give not your 

daughters unto their sons, neither 
take their daughters unto your sons, 
nor seek their peace or their wealth 
for ever: that ye may be strong, and 
eat the good of the land, and leave 
it for an inheritance to your chil-
dren for ever.
13 And after all that is come upon 

us for our a  evil deeds, and for our  
great trespass, seeing that thou  
our God hast punished us less than 
our b  iniquities deserve, and hast 
given us such deliverance as this;
14 Should we again break thy com-

mandments, and join in affinity 
with the people of these abomina-
tions? wouldest not thou be angry 
with us till thou hadst consumed us, 
so that there should be no remnant 
nor escaping?
15 O LORD God of Israel, thou art 

a  righteous: for we remain yet es-
caped, as it is this day: behold, we 
are before thee in our trespasses: 
for we cannot stand before thee 
because of this.

CHAPTER 10
The Jews covenant to put away their 
wives taken from the Canaanites and 
others—Ezra assembles the people at 
Jerusalem—The Levites who married 
non-Israelite women are listed.
NOW when Ezra had prayed, and 
when he had a  confessed, weeping 
and casting himself down before 
the house of God, there assembled 
unto him out of Israel a very great 
congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept 
very sore.
2 And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, 

one of the sons of Elam, answered 
and said unto Ezra, We have tres-
passed against our God, and have 
taken a  strange wives of the people 
of the land: yet now there is hope 
in Israel concerning this thing.
3 Now therefore let us make a cov-

enant with our God to put away all 
the wives, and such as are born of 
them, according to the counsel of 
my lord, and of those that tremble at 
the commandment of our God; and 
let it be done according to the law.
4 Arise; for this matter belongeth 

unto thee: we also will be with thee: 
be of good a  courage, and do it.
5 Then arose Ezra, and made the 

chief priests, the Levites, and all 
Israel, to swear that they should 
do according to this word. And 
they sware.
6 ¶ Then Ezra rose up from be-

fore the house of God, and went 
into the chamber of Johanan the 
son of Eliashib: and when he came 
thither, he did eat no bread, nor 
drink water: for he mourned be-
cause of the transgression of them 
that had been carried away.
7 And they made proclamation 

throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
unto all the children of the captivity, 
that they should gather themselves 
together unto Jerusalem;
8 And that whosoever would not 

 8 c 3 Ne. 13:22;  
D&C 88:11.

 9 a TG Bondage, Physical.
 11 a TG Filthiness.

 13 a TG Evil.
  b TG Sin.
 15 a Ps. 119:137.
10 1 a TG Confession.

 2 a OR foreign wives (also 
vv. 11, 14, 17, 44).

 4 a TG Courage.
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the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, 
in the chambers of the house of 
the LORD.
30 So took the priests and the Lev-

ites the weight of the silver, and the 
gold, and the vessels, to bring them to  
Jerusalem unto the house of our God.
31 ¶ Then we departed from the 

river of Ahava on the twelfth day 
of the first month, to go unto Je-
rusalem: and the hand of our God 
was upon us, and he delivered us 
from the hand of the enemy, and 
of such as lay in wait by the way.
32 And we came to Jerusalem, and 

abode there three days.
33 ¶ Now on the fourth day was the 

silver and the gold and the vessels 
weighed in the house of our God 
by the hand of Meremoth the son 
of Uriah the priest; and with him 
was Eleazar the son of Phinehas; 
and with them was Jozabad the son 
of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of 
Binnui, Levites;
34 By number and by weight of 

every one: and all the weight was 
written at that time.
35 Also the children of those that 

had been carried away, which were 
come out of the captivity, offered 
burnt offerings unto the God of Is-
rael, twelve bullocks for all Israel, 
ninety and six rams, seventy and 
seven lambs, twelve he goats for a 
sin offering: all this was a burnt of-
fering unto the LORD.
36 ¶ And they delivered the king’s 

commissions unto the king’s lieuten-
ants, and to the governors a  on this 
side the river: and they b  furthered 
the people, and the house of God.

CHAPTER 9
Many Jews intermarry with the Ca-
naanites and others and follow their 
abominations—Ezra prays and con-
fesses the sins of all the people.
NOW when these things were done, 

the a princes came to me, saying, The 
people of Israel, and the priests, 
and the Levites, have not b  sepa-
rated themselves from the people 
of the lands, doing according to 
their c  abominations, even of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizz-
ites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and 
the Amorites.
2 For they have taken of their 

a  daughters for themselves, and for 
their sons: so that the b  holy seed 
have mingled themselves with the 
people of those lands: yea, the hand 
of the princes and rulers hath been 
chief in this trespass.
3 And when I heard this thing, I 

a  rent my garment and my mantle, 
and plucked off the hair of my head 
and of my beard, and sat down as-
tonied.
4 Then were assembled unto me 

every one that a  trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel, because 
of the transgression of those that 
had been carried away; and I sat 
astonied until the evening sacrifice.
5 ¶ And at the evening sacrifice I 

arose up from my heaviness; and hav-
ing rent my garment and my mantle, 
I fell upon my knees, and spread out 
my hands unto the LORD my God,
6 And said, O my God, I am ashamed 

and blush to lift up my face to thee, 
my God: for our iniquities are in-
creased over our head, and our tres-
pass is grown up unto the heavens.
7 Since the days of our fathers have 

we been in a great trespass unto this 
day; and for our iniquities have we, 
our kings, and our priests, been de-
livered into the hand of the kings of 
the lands, to the sword, to captivity, 
and to a spoil, and to a  confusion of 
face, as it is this day.
8 And now for a little space a grace 

hath been shewed from the LORD our 
God, to leave us a remnant to escape,  
and to give us a b  nail in his holy 

 36 a IE on the west side of 
the Euphrates River.

  b OR raised, promoted.
9 1 a IE officials.
  b Alma 5:57.

  c Deut. 12:31 (30–31);  
D&C 3:18.

 2 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
  b Deut. 7:6.
 3 a Job 1:20;  

Alma 46:12.
 4 a Ps. 119:53; D&C 1:7.
 7 a HEB shame.
 8 a TG Grace.
  b Isa. 22:23 (23, 25).
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place, that our God may c  lighten 
our eyes, and give us a little reviv-
ing in our bondage.
9 For we were bondmen; yet our 

God hath not forsaken us in our 
a bondage, but hath extended mercy 
unto us in the sight of the kings 
of Persia, to give us a reviving, to 
set up the house of our God, and 
to repair the desolations thereof, 
and to give us a wall in Judah and 
in Jerusalem.
10 And now, O our God, what shall 

we say after this? for we have for-
saken thy commandments,
11 Which thou hast commanded 

by thy servants the prophets, say-
ing, The land, unto which ye go to 
possess it, is an unclean land with 
the a  filthiness of the people of the 
lands, with their abominations, 
which have filled it from one end 
to another with their uncleanness.
12 Now therefore give not your 

daughters unto their sons, neither 
take their daughters unto your sons, 
nor seek their peace or their wealth 
for ever: that ye may be strong, and 
eat the good of the land, and leave 
it for an inheritance to your chil-
dren for ever.
13 And after all that is come upon 

us for our a  evil deeds, and for our  
great trespass, seeing that thou  
our God hast punished us less than 
our b  iniquities deserve, and hast 
given us such deliverance as this;
14 Should we again break thy com-

mandments, and join in affinity 
with the people of these abomina-
tions? wouldest not thou be angry 
with us till thou hadst consumed us, 
so that there should be no remnant 
nor escaping?
15 O LORD God of Israel, thou art 

a  righteous: for we remain yet es-
caped, as it is this day: behold, we 
are before thee in our trespasses: 
for we cannot stand before thee 
because of this.

CHAPTER 10
The Jews covenant to put away their 
wives taken from the Canaanites and 
others—Ezra assembles the people at 
Jerusalem—The Levites who married 
non-Israelite women are listed.
NOW when Ezra had prayed, and 
when he had a  confessed, weeping 
and casting himself down before 
the house of God, there assembled 
unto him out of Israel a very great 
congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept 
very sore.
2 And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, 

one of the sons of Elam, answered 
and said unto Ezra, We have tres-
passed against our God, and have 
taken a  strange wives of the people 
of the land: yet now there is hope 
in Israel concerning this thing.
3 Now therefore let us make a cov-

enant with our God to put away all 
the wives, and such as are born of 
them, according to the counsel of 
my lord, and of those that tremble at 
the commandment of our God; and 
let it be done according to the law.
4 Arise; for this matter belongeth 

unto thee: we also will be with thee: 
be of good a  courage, and do it.
5 Then arose Ezra, and made the 

chief priests, the Levites, and all 
Israel, to swear that they should 
do according to this word. And 
they sware.
6 ¶ Then Ezra rose up from be-

fore the house of God, and went 
into the chamber of Johanan the 
son of Eliashib: and when he came 
thither, he did eat no bread, nor 
drink water: for he mourned be-
cause of the transgression of them 
that had been carried away.
7 And they made proclamation 

throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
unto all the children of the captivity, 
that they should gather themselves 
together unto Jerusalem;
8 And that whosoever would not 

 8 c 3 Ne. 13:22;  
D&C 88:11.

 9 a TG Bondage, Physical.
 11 a TG Filthiness.

 13 a TG Evil.
  b TG Sin.
 15 a Ps. 119:137.
10 1 a TG Confession.

 2 a OR foreign wives (also 
vv. 11, 14, 17, 44).

 4 a TG Courage.
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place, that our God may c  lighten 
our eyes, and give us a little reviv-
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set up the house of our God, and 
to repair the desolations thereof, 
and to give us a wall in Judah and 
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10 And now, O our God, what shall 

we say after this? for we have for-
saken thy commandments,
11 Which thou hast commanded 

by thy servants the prophets, say-
ing, The land, unto which ye go to 
possess it, is an unclean land with 
the a  filthiness of the people of the 
lands, with their abominations, 
which have filled it from one end 
to another with their uncleanness.
12 Now therefore give not your 

daughters unto their sons, neither 
take their daughters unto your sons, 
nor seek their peace or their wealth 
for ever: that ye may be strong, and 
eat the good of the land, and leave 
it for an inheritance to your chil-
dren for ever.
13 And after all that is come upon 

us for our a  evil deeds, and for our  
great trespass, seeing that thou  
our God hast punished us less than 
our b  iniquities deserve, and hast 
given us such deliverance as this;
14 Should we again break thy com-

mandments, and join in affinity 
with the people of these abomina-
tions? wouldest not thou be angry 
with us till thou hadst consumed us, 
so that there should be no remnant 
nor escaping?
15 O LORD God of Israel, thou art 

a  righteous: for we remain yet es-
caped, as it is this day: behold, we 
are before thee in our trespasses: 
for we cannot stand before thee 
because of this.

CHAPTER 10
The Jews covenant to put away their 
wives taken from the Canaanites and 
others—Ezra assembles the people at 
Jerusalem—The Levites who married 
non-Israelite women are listed.
NOW when Ezra had prayed, and 
when he had a  confessed, weeping 
and casting himself down before 
the house of God, there assembled 
unto him out of Israel a very great 
congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept 
very sore.
2 And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, 

one of the sons of Elam, answered 
and said unto Ezra, We have tres-
passed against our God, and have 
taken a  strange wives of the people 
of the land: yet now there is hope 
in Israel concerning this thing.
3 Now therefore let us make a cov-

enant with our God to put away all 
the wives, and such as are born of 
them, according to the counsel of 
my lord, and of those that tremble at 
the commandment of our God; and 
let it be done according to the law.
4 Arise; for this matter belongeth 

unto thee: we also will be with thee: 
be of good a  courage, and do it.
5 Then arose Ezra, and made the 

chief priests, the Levites, and all 
Israel, to swear that they should 
do according to this word. And 
they sware.
6 ¶ Then Ezra rose up from be-

fore the house of God, and went 
into the chamber of Johanan the 
son of Eliashib: and when he came 
thither, he did eat no bread, nor 
drink water: for he mourned be-
cause of the transgression of them 
that had been carried away.
7 And they made proclamation 

throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
unto all the children of the captivity, 
that they should gather themselves 
together unto Jerusalem;
8 And that whosoever would not 

 8 c 3 Ne. 13:22;  
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place, that our God may c  lighten 
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unto us in the sight of the kings 
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caped, as it is this day: behold, we 
are before thee in our trespasses: 
for we cannot stand before thee 
because of this.
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Jerusalem—The Levites who married 
non-Israelite women are listed.
NOW when Ezra had prayed, and 
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congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept 
very sore.
2 And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, 

one of the sons of Elam, answered 
and said unto Ezra, We have tres-
passed against our God, and have 
taken a  strange wives of the people 
of the land: yet now there is hope 
in Israel concerning this thing.
3 Now therefore let us make a cov-

enant with our God to put away all 
the wives, and such as are born of 
them, according to the counsel of 
my lord, and of those that tremble at 
the commandment of our God; and 
let it be done according to the law.
4 Arise; for this matter belongeth 

unto thee: we also will be with thee: 
be of good a  courage, and do it.
5 Then arose Ezra, and made the 

chief priests, the Levites, and all 
Israel, to swear that they should 
do according to this word. And 
they sware.
6 ¶ Then Ezra rose up from be-

fore the house of God, and went 
into the chamber of Johanan the 
son of Eliashib: and when he came 
thither, he did eat no bread, nor 
drink water: for he mourned be-
cause of the transgression of them 
that had been carried away.
7 And they made proclamation 

throughout Judah and Jerusalem 
unto all the children of the captivity, 
that they should gather themselves 
together unto Jerusalem;
8 And that whosoever would not 
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come within three days, according 
to the counsel of the princes and 
the elders, all his substance should 
be forfeited, and himself separated 
from the congregation of those that 
had been carried away.
9 ¶ Then all the men of Judah and 

Benjamin gathered themselves to-
gether unto Jerusalem within three 
days. It was the ninth month, on the 
twentieth day of the month; and all 
the people sat in the street of the 
house of God, trembling because of 
this matter, and for the great rain.
10 And Ezra the priest stood up, 

and said unto them, Ye have trans-
gressed, and have taken strange 
a  wives, to increase the trespass of 
Israel.
11 Now therefore make a confession 

unto the LORD God of your fathers, 
and do his pleasure: and b  separate 
yourselves from the people of the 
land, and from the strange wives.
12 Then all the congregation an-

swered and said with a loud voice, 
As thou hast said, so must we a  do.
13 But the people are many, and it 

is a time of much rain, and we are 
not able to stand without, neither 
is this a work of one day or two: for 
we are many that have transgressed 
in this thing.
14 Let now our rulers of all the 

congregation stand, and let all them 
which have taken strange wives in 
our cities come at appointed times, 
and with them the elders of every 
city, and the judges thereof, until 
the fierce wrath of our God for this 
matter be turned from us.
15 ¶ Only Jonathan the son of Asa-

hel and Jahaziah the son of Tikvah 
a  were employed about this matter: 
and Meshullam and Shabbethai  
the Levite helped them.
16 And the children of the captiv-

ity did so. And Ezra the priest, with 
certain chief of the fathers, after 
the house of their fathers, and all 
of them by their names, were sepa-
rated, and sat down in the first day 

of the tenth month to examine the 
matter.
17 And they made an end with 

all the men that had taken strange 
wives by the first day of the first 
month.
18 ¶ And among the sons of the 

priests there were found that had 
taken strange wives: namely, of the 
sons of Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
and his brethren; Maaseiah, and 
Eliezer, and Jarib, and Gedaliah.
19 And they gave their hands that 

they would put away their wives; 
and being a  guilty, they offered a ram 
of the flock for their trespass.
20 And of the sons of Immer; Ha-

nani, and Zebadiah.
21 And of the sons of Harim; Maa-

seiah, and Elijah, and Shemaiah, 
and Jehiel, and Uzziah.
22 And of the sons of Pashur; Elioe-

nai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethaneel, 
Jozabad, and Elasah.
23 Also of the Levites; Jozabad, 

and Shimei, and Kelaiah, (the same 
is Kelita,) Pethahiah, Judah, and 
Eliezer.
24 Of the singers also; Eliashib: 

and of the porters; Shallum, and 
Telem, and Uri.
25 Moreover of Israel: of the sons 

of Parosh; Ramiah, and Jeziah, and 
Malchiah, and Miamin, and Eleazar, 
and Malchijah, and Benaiah.
26 And of the sons of Elam; Mat-

taniah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, and 
Abdi, and Jeremoth, and Eliah.
27 And of the sons of Zattu; Elioe-

nai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, and Jere-
moth, and Zabad, and Aziza.
28 Of the sons also of Bebai; Je-

hohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and 
Athlai.
29 And of the sons of Bani; Meshul-

lam, Malluch, and Adaiah, Jashub, 
and Sheal, and Ramoth.
30 And of the sons of Pahath-

moab; Adna, and Chelal, Benaiah, 
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and 
Binnui, and Manasseh.
31 And of the sons of Harim;  

 10 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
 11 a TG Repent.
  b TG Separation.

 12 a Mosiah 5:5 (1–5).
 15 a HEB (probably) stood 

up against this.

 19 a TG Guilt.
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up against this.

 19 a TG Guilt.

Richard G. Scott 

“I testify that of all the necessary 
steps to repentance, the most 
critically important is for you to have 
a conviction that forgiveness comes 
in and through Jesus Christ. It is 
essential to know that only on His 
terms can you be forgiven. You will 
be helped as you exercise faith in 
Christ. [See 2 Nephi 9:22–24; Alma 
11:40.] That means you trust Him 
and His teachings” (Richard G. Scott, “Peace 
of Conscience and Peace of Mind,” GC Oct. 2004, 
Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2004, 17).
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come within three days, according 
to the counsel of the princes and 
the elders, all his substance should 
be forfeited, and himself separated 
from the congregation of those that 
had been carried away.
9 ¶ Then all the men of Judah and 

Benjamin gathered themselves to-
gether unto Jerusalem within three 
days. It was the ninth month, on the 
twentieth day of the month; and all 
the people sat in the street of the 
house of God, trembling because of 
this matter, and for the great rain.
10 And Ezra the priest stood up, 

and said unto them, Ye have trans-
gressed, and have taken strange 
a  wives, to increase the trespass of 
Israel.
11 Now therefore make a confession 

unto the LORD God of your fathers, 
and do his pleasure: and b  separate 
yourselves from the people of the 
land, and from the strange wives.
12 Then all the congregation an-

swered and said with a loud voice, 
As thou hast said, so must we a  do.
13 But the people are many, and it 

is a time of much rain, and we are 
not able to stand without, neither 
is this a work of one day or two: for 
we are many that have transgressed 
in this thing.
14 Let now our rulers of all the 

congregation stand, and let all them 
which have taken strange wives in 
our cities come at appointed times, 
and with them the elders of every 
city, and the judges thereof, until 
the fierce wrath of our God for this 
matter be turned from us.
15 ¶ Only Jonathan the son of Asa-

hel and Jahaziah the son of Tikvah 
a  were employed about this matter: 
and Meshullam and Shabbethai  
the Levite helped them.
16 And the children of the captiv-

ity did so. And Ezra the priest, with 
certain chief of the fathers, after 
the house of their fathers, and all 
of them by their names, were sepa-
rated, and sat down in the first day 

of the tenth month to examine the 
matter.
17 And they made an end with 

all the men that had taken strange 
wives by the first day of the first 
month.
18 ¶ And among the sons of the 

priests there were found that had 
taken strange wives: namely, of the 
sons of Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
and his brethren; Maaseiah, and 
Eliezer, and Jarib, and Gedaliah.
19 And they gave their hands that 

they would put away their wives; 
and being a  guilty, they offered a ram 
of the flock for their trespass.
20 And of the sons of Immer; Ha-

nani, and Zebadiah.
21 And of the sons of Harim; Maa-

seiah, and Elijah, and Shemaiah, 
and Jehiel, and Uzziah.
22 And of the sons of Pashur; Elioe-

nai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethaneel, 
Jozabad, and Elasah.
23 Also of the Levites; Jozabad, 

and Shimei, and Kelaiah, (the same 
is Kelita,) Pethahiah, Judah, and 
Eliezer.
24 Of the singers also; Eliashib: 

and of the porters; Shallum, and 
Telem, and Uri.
25 Moreover of Israel: of the sons 

of Parosh; Ramiah, and Jeziah, and 
Malchiah, and Miamin, and Eleazar, 
and Malchijah, and Benaiah.
26 And of the sons of Elam; Mat-

taniah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, and 
Abdi, and Jeremoth, and Eliah.
27 And of the sons of Zattu; Elioe-

nai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, and Jere-
moth, and Zabad, and Aziza.
28 Of the sons also of Bebai; Je-

hohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and 
Athlai.
29 And of the sons of Bani; Meshul-

lam, Malluch, and Adaiah, Jashub, 
and Sheal, and Ramoth.
30 And of the sons of Pahath-

moab; Adna, and Chelal, Benaiah, 
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and 
Binnui, and Manasseh.
31 And of the sons of Harim;  

 10 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
 11 a TG Repent.
  b TG Separation.

 12 a Mosiah 5:5 (1–5).
 15 a HEB (probably) stood 

up against this.

 19 a TG Guilt.
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Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shem-
aiah, Shimeon,
32 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shema-

riah.
33 Of the sons of Hashum; Matte-

nai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, 
Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.
34 Of the sons of Bani; Maadai, 

Amram, and Uel,
35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh,
36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasau,
38 And Bani, and Binnui, Shimei,

39 And Shelemiah, and Nathan, 
and Adaiah,
40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41 Azareel, and Shelemiah, Shema-

riah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43 Of the sons of Nebo; Jeiel, Mat-

tithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jadau, and 
Joel, Benaiah.
44 All these had taken strange 

wives: and some of them had wives 
by whom they had children.

1 1 a IE the ninth of the 
Hebrew months, 
beginning at the new 
moon of December.

  b OR Susa (the chief city 

of all Persia).  
Esth. 1:2.

 2 a Neh. 7:2.
 3 a TG Israel, Remnant of.
 4 a TG Fast, Fasting.

 5 a HEB the God, the great, 
and the revered.

  b Deut. 7:9;  
Dan. 9:4.

 6 a TG Confession.

   

T H E  B O O K  O F  

NEHEMIAH
CHAPTER 1

Nehemiah mourns, fasts, and prays for 
the Jews in Jerusalem.

THE words of Nehemiah the  
son of Hachaliah. And it came 
to pass in the month a Chisleu, 

in the twentieth year, as I was in 
b  Shushan the palace,
2 That a  Hanani, one of my breth-

ren, came, he and certain men of Ju-
dah; and I asked them concerning 
the Jews that had escaped, which 
were left of the captivity, and con-
cerning Jerusalem.
3 And they said unto me, The a rem-

nant that are left of the captivity 
there in the province are in great 
affliction and reproach: the wall 
of Jerusalem also is broken down, 
and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire.
4 ¶ And it came to pass, when I 

heard these words, that I sat down 

and wept, and mourned certain days, 
and a  fasted, and prayed before the 
God of heaven,
5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD 

God of heaven, a  the great and ter-
rible God, that b  keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love him 
and observe his commandments:
6 Let thine ear now be attentive, 

and thine eyes open, that thou may-
est hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day 
and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, and a  confess the sins 
of the children of Israel, which we 
have sinned against thee: both I 
and my father’s house have sinned.
7 We have dealt very corruptly 

against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses.
8 Remember, I beseech thee, the 

word that thou commandedst thy 
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Bible Dictionary (“Ezra”): 

A good many traditions have gathered around the name of Ezra. He 
is said to have formed the canon of Hebrew scripture and to have 
established an important national council, called the Great 
Synagogue, over which he presided. But for none of these traditions 
is there trustworthy evidence. The Jews of later days were inclined to 
attribute to the in#uence of Ezra every religious development 
between the days of Nehemiah and the Maccabees.



Nehemiah 1-2
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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Old Testament Seminary Manual 

The book of Nehemiah is the continuation of the account that begins in the 
book of Ezra. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah originally made up one book 
in the Hebrew scriptural canon. The book was divided into two books in the 
third century A.D. 

The book of Nehemiah records an important time period in Jewish history, 
which included the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem as well as the 
rebuilding of the spiritual lives of the Jews who had returned from captivity. 
When the Israelites returned to Jerusalem after their long captivity in 
Babylon, they found their city in ruins. The protective wall around the city of 
Jerusalem had been reduced to rubble, which left the Israelites vulnerable 
to attacks by their enemies. Under the direction of Nehemiah, the Israelites 
began to rebuild the wall.



Elder Je!rey R. Holland 
“Opposition turns up almost anyplace something good has happened” (Elder 
Je!rey R. Holland, “Remember How You Felt,” New Era, Aug. 2004, 6.)



Nehemiah was a Jew who served as the cupbearer to 
the Persian king (see Nehemiah 1:11).
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Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shem-
aiah, Shimeon,
32 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shema-

riah.
33 Of the sons of Hashum; Matte-

nai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, 
Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.
34 Of the sons of Bani; Maadai, 

Amram, and Uel,
35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh,
36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasau,
38 And Bani, and Binnui, Shimei,

39 And Shelemiah, and Nathan, 
and Adaiah,
40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41 Azareel, and Shelemiah, Shema-

riah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43 Of the sons of Nebo; Jeiel, Mat-

tithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jadau, and 
Joel, Benaiah.
44 All these had taken strange 

wives: and some of them had wives 
by whom they had children.

1 1 a IE the ninth of the 
Hebrew months, 
beginning at the new 
moon of December.

  b OR Susa (the chief city 

of all Persia).  
Esth. 1:2.

 2 a Neh. 7:2.
 3 a TG Israel, Remnant of.
 4 a TG Fast, Fasting.

 5 a HEB the God, the great, 
and the revered.

  b Deut. 7:9;  
Dan. 9:4.

 6 a TG Confession.

   

T H E  B O O K  O F  

NEHEMIAH
CHAPTER 1

Nehemiah mourns, fasts, and prays for 
the Jews in Jerusalem.

THE words of Nehemiah the  
son of Hachaliah. And it came 
to pass in the month a Chisleu, 

in the twentieth year, as I was in 
b  Shushan the palace,
2 That a  Hanani, one of my breth-

ren, came, he and certain men of Ju-
dah; and I asked them concerning 
the Jews that had escaped, which 
were left of the captivity, and con-
cerning Jerusalem.
3 And they said unto me, The a rem-

nant that are left of the captivity 
there in the province are in great 
affliction and reproach: the wall 
of Jerusalem also is broken down, 
and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire.
4 ¶ And it came to pass, when I 

heard these words, that I sat down 

and wept, and mourned certain days, 
and a  fasted, and prayed before the 
God of heaven,
5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD 

God of heaven, a  the great and ter-
rible God, that b  keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love him 
and observe his commandments:
6 Let thine ear now be attentive, 

and thine eyes open, that thou may-
est hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day 
and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, and a  confess the sins 
of the children of Israel, which we 
have sinned against thee: both I 
and my father’s house have sinned.
7 We have dealt very corruptly 

against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses.
8 Remember, I beseech thee, the 

word that thou commandedst thy 
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servant Moses, saying, If ye trans-
gress, I will a  scatter you abroad 
among the nations:
9 But if ye turn unto me, and 

keep my commandments, and do 
them; though there were of you 
cast out unto the uttermost part of 
the heaven, yet will I a  gather them 
from thence, and will bring them 
unto the place that I have chosen 
to set my name there.
10 Now these are thy servants 

and thy a  people, whom thou hast 
redeemed by thy great power, and 
by thy strong hand.
11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now 

thine ear be attentive to the prayer 
of thy servant, and to the prayer of 
thy servants, who desire to a fear thy  
name: and b prosper, I pray thee, thy  
servant this day, and grant him 
mercy in the sight of this man. For 
I was the king’s cupbearer.

CHAPTER 2
Artaxerxes sends Nehemiah to Jeru-
salem—Sanballat and others oppose 
Nehemiah in rebuilding the walls and 
gates of Jerusalem.
AND it came to pass in the month 
Nisan, in the twentieth year of Ar-
taxerxes the king, that wine was be-
fore him: and I took up the wine, 
and gave it unto the king. Now I 
had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence.
2 Wherefore the king said unto 

me, Why is thy countenance sad, 
seeing thou art not sick? this is noth-
ing else but sorrow of heart. Then I 
was very sore afraid,
3 And said unto the king, Let the 

king live for ever: why should not 
my countenance be a  sad, when the 
city, the place of my fathers’ sep-
ulchres, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with fire?

4 Then the king said unto me, For 
what dost thou make request? So I 
prayed to the God of heaven.
5 And I said unto the king, If it 

please the king, and if thy servant 
have found favour in thy sight, that 
thou wouldest send me unto Judah, 
unto the city of my fathers’ sepul-
chres, that I may build it.
6 And the king said unto me, (the 

queen also sitting by him,) For how 
long shall thy journey be? and when 
wilt thou return? So it pleased the  
king to send me; and I set him a time.
7 Moreover I said unto the king, 

If it please the king, let letters be 
given me to the governors a  beyond 
the river, that they may convey me 
over till I come into Judah;
8 And a letter unto Asaph the 

keeper of the king’s forest, that he 
may give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the palace which 
appertained to the house, and for the 
wall of the city, and for the house 
that I shall enter into. And the king 
granted me, according to the good 
hand of my God upon me.
9 ¶ Then I came to the governors 

beyond the river, and gave them 
the king’s letters. Now the king 
had sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with me.
10 When a  Sanballat the Horonite, 

and b  Tobiah the servant, the Am-
monite, heard of it, it grieved them 
exceedingly that there was come a 
man to seek the welfare of the chil-
dren of Israel.
11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was 

there three days.
12 ¶ And I arose in the night, I and 

some few men with me; neither told 
I any man what my God had put in 
my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither 
was there any beast with me, save 
the beast that I rode upon.
13 And I went out by night by 

 8 a 1 Ne. 22:3 (3–5);  
2 Ne. 25:15 (14–16);  
D&C 45:19 (16–25).

 9 a Deut. 30:3 (1–5);  
Micah 7:12 (11–12);  
1 Ne. 22:12 (10–12);  
2 Ne. 21:12 (11–16);  

D&C 45:25 (24–25).
 10 a Ex. 33:13;  

2 Ne. 29:4;  
D&C 86:11;  
109:59 (59–67).

 11 a OR reverence.
  b Gen. 24:12.

2 3 a Ps. 137:4.
 7 a IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River.
 10 a Neh. 4:1 (1–8);  

6:1 (1–14).
  b Neh. 6:16.
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Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shem-
aiah, Shimeon,
32 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shema-

riah.
33 Of the sons of Hashum; Matte-

nai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, 
Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.
34 Of the sons of Bani; Maadai, 

Amram, and Uel,
35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh,
36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasau,
38 And Bani, and Binnui, Shimei,

39 And Shelemiah, and Nathan, 
and Adaiah,
40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41 Azareel, and Shelemiah, Shema-

riah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43 Of the sons of Nebo; Jeiel, Mat-

tithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jadau, and 
Joel, Benaiah.
44 All these had taken strange 

wives: and some of them had wives 
by whom they had children.

1 1 a IE the ninth of the 
Hebrew months, 
beginning at the new 
moon of December.

  b OR Susa (the chief city 

of all Persia).  
Esth. 1:2.

 2 a Neh. 7:2.
 3 a TG Israel, Remnant of.
 4 a TG Fast, Fasting.

 5 a HEB the God, the great, 
and the revered.

  b Deut. 7:9;  
Dan. 9:4.

 6 a TG Confession.

   

T H E  B O O K  O F  

NEHEMIAH
CHAPTER 1

Nehemiah mourns, fasts, and prays for 
the Jews in Jerusalem.

THE words of Nehemiah the  
son of Hachaliah. And it came 
to pass in the month a Chisleu, 

in the twentieth year, as I was in 
b  Shushan the palace,
2 That a  Hanani, one of my breth-

ren, came, he and certain men of Ju-
dah; and I asked them concerning 
the Jews that had escaped, which 
were left of the captivity, and con-
cerning Jerusalem.
3 And they said unto me, The a rem-

nant that are left of the captivity 
there in the province are in great 
affliction and reproach: the wall 
of Jerusalem also is broken down, 
and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire.
4 ¶ And it came to pass, when I 

heard these words, that I sat down 

and wept, and mourned certain days, 
and a  fasted, and prayed before the 
God of heaven,
5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD 

God of heaven, a  the great and ter-
rible God, that b  keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love him 
and observe his commandments:
6 Let thine ear now be attentive, 

and thine eyes open, that thou may-
est hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day 
and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, and a  confess the sins 
of the children of Israel, which we 
have sinned against thee: both I 
and my father’s house have sinned.
7 We have dealt very corruptly 

against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses.
8 Remember, I beseech thee, the 

word that thou commandedst thy 
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servant Moses, saying, If ye trans-
gress, I will a  scatter you abroad 
among the nations:
9 But if ye turn unto me, and 

keep my commandments, and do 
them; though there were of you 
cast out unto the uttermost part of 
the heaven, yet will I a  gather them 
from thence, and will bring them 
unto the place that I have chosen 
to set my name there.
10 Now these are thy servants 

and thy a  people, whom thou hast 
redeemed by thy great power, and 
by thy strong hand.
11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now 

thine ear be attentive to the prayer 
of thy servant, and to the prayer of 
thy servants, who desire to a fear thy  
name: and b prosper, I pray thee, thy  
servant this day, and grant him 
mercy in the sight of this man. For 
I was the king’s cupbearer.

CHAPTER 2
Artaxerxes sends Nehemiah to Jeru-
salem—Sanballat and others oppose 
Nehemiah in rebuilding the walls and 
gates of Jerusalem.
AND it came to pass in the month 
Nisan, in the twentieth year of Ar-
taxerxes the king, that wine was be-
fore him: and I took up the wine, 
and gave it unto the king. Now I 
had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence.
2 Wherefore the king said unto 

me, Why is thy countenance sad, 
seeing thou art not sick? this is noth-
ing else but sorrow of heart. Then I 
was very sore afraid,
3 And said unto the king, Let the 

king live for ever: why should not 
my countenance be a  sad, when the 
city, the place of my fathers’ sep-
ulchres, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with fire?

4 Then the king said unto me, For 
what dost thou make request? So I 
prayed to the God of heaven.
5 And I said unto the king, If it 

please the king, and if thy servant 
have found favour in thy sight, that 
thou wouldest send me unto Judah, 
unto the city of my fathers’ sepul-
chres, that I may build it.
6 And the king said unto me, (the 

queen also sitting by him,) For how 
long shall thy journey be? and when 
wilt thou return? So it pleased the  
king to send me; and I set him a time.
7 Moreover I said unto the king, 

If it please the king, let letters be 
given me to the governors a  beyond 
the river, that they may convey me 
over till I come into Judah;
8 And a letter unto Asaph the 

keeper of the king’s forest, that he 
may give me timber to make beams 
for the gates of the palace which 
appertained to the house, and for the 
wall of the city, and for the house 
that I shall enter into. And the king 
granted me, according to the good 
hand of my God upon me.
9 ¶ Then I came to the governors 

beyond the river, and gave them 
the king’s letters. Now the king 
had sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with me.
10 When a  Sanballat the Horonite, 

and b  Tobiah the servant, the Am-
monite, heard of it, it grieved them 
exceedingly that there was come a 
man to seek the welfare of the chil-
dren of Israel.
11 So I came to Jerusalem, and was 

there three days.
12 ¶ And I arose in the night, I and 

some few men with me; neither told 
I any man what my God had put in 
my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither 
was there any beast with me, save 
the beast that I rode upon.
13 And I went out by night by 

 8 a 1 Ne. 22:3 (3–5);  
2 Ne. 25:15 (14–16);  
D&C 45:19 (16–25).

 9 a Deut. 30:3 (1–5);  
Micah 7:12 (11–12);  
1 Ne. 22:12 (10–12);  
2 Ne. 21:12 (11–16);  

D&C 45:25 (24–25).
 10 a Ex. 33:13;  

2 Ne. 29:4;  
D&C 86:11;  
109:59 (59–67).

 11 a OR reverence.
  b Gen. 24:12.

2 3 a Ps. 137:4.
 7 a IE on the west side of 

the Euphrates River.
 10 a Neh. 4:1 (1–8);  

6:1 (1–14).
  b Neh. 6:16.
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Eliezer, Ishijah, Malchiah, Shem-
aiah, Shimeon,
32 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shema-

riah.
33 Of the sons of Hashum; Matte-

nai, Mattathah, Zabad, Eliphelet, 
Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.
34 Of the sons of Bani; Maadai, 

Amram, and Uel,
35 Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh,
36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
37 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasau,
38 And Bani, and Binnui, Shimei,

39 And Shelemiah, and Nathan, 
and Adaiah,
40 Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
41 Azareel, and Shelemiah, Shema-

riah,
42 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
43 Of the sons of Nebo; Jeiel, Mat-

tithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jadau, and 
Joel, Benaiah.
44 All these had taken strange 

wives: and some of them had wives 
by whom they had children.

1 1 a IE the ninth of the 
Hebrew months, 
beginning at the new 
moon of December.

  b OR Susa (the chief city 

of all Persia).  
Esth. 1:2.

 2 a Neh. 7:2.
 3 a TG Israel, Remnant of.
 4 a TG Fast, Fasting.

 5 a HEB the God, the great, 
and the revered.

  b Deut. 7:9;  
Dan. 9:4.

 6 a TG Confession.

   

T H E  B O O K  O F  

NEHEMIAH
CHAPTER 1

Nehemiah mourns, fasts, and prays for 
the Jews in Jerusalem.

THE words of Nehemiah the  
son of Hachaliah. And it came 
to pass in the month a Chisleu, 

in the twentieth year, as I was in 
b  Shushan the palace,
2 That a  Hanani, one of my breth-

ren, came, he and certain men of Ju-
dah; and I asked them concerning 
the Jews that had escaped, which 
were left of the captivity, and con-
cerning Jerusalem.
3 And they said unto me, The a rem-

nant that are left of the captivity 
there in the province are in great 
affliction and reproach: the wall 
of Jerusalem also is broken down, 
and the gates thereof are burned 
with fire.
4 ¶ And it came to pass, when I 

heard these words, that I sat down 

and wept, and mourned certain days, 
and a  fasted, and prayed before the 
God of heaven,
5 And said, I beseech thee, O LORD 

God of heaven, a  the great and ter-
rible God, that b  keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love him 
and observe his commandments:
6 Let thine ear now be attentive, 

and thine eyes open, that thou may-
est hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day 
and night, for the children of Israel 
thy servants, and a  confess the sins 
of the children of Israel, which we 
have sinned against thee: both I 
and my father’s house have sinned.
7 We have dealt very corruptly 

against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses.
8 Remember, I beseech thee, the 

word that thou commandedst thy 
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servant Moses, saying, If ye trans-
gress, I will a  scatter you abroad 
among the nations:
9 But if ye turn unto me, and 

keep my commandments, and do 
them; though there were of you 
cast out unto the uttermost part of 
the heaven, yet will I a  gather them 
from thence, and will bring them 
unto the place that I have chosen 
to set my name there.
10 Now these are thy servants 

and thy a  people, whom thou hast 
redeemed by thy great power, and 
by thy strong hand.
11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now 

thine ear be attentive to the prayer 
of thy servant, and to the prayer of 
thy servants, who desire to a fear thy  
name: and b prosper, I pray thee, thy  
servant this day, and grant him 
mercy in the sight of this man. For 
I was the king’s cupbearer.

CHAPTER 2
Artaxerxes sends Nehemiah to Jeru-
salem—Sanballat and others oppose 
Nehemiah in rebuilding the walls and 
gates of Jerusalem.
AND it came to pass in the month 
Nisan, in the twentieth year of Ar-
taxerxes the king, that wine was be-
fore him: and I took up the wine, 
and gave it unto the king. Now I 
had not been beforetime sad in his 
presence.
2 Wherefore the king said unto 

me, Why is thy countenance sad, 
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granted me, according to the good 
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9 ¶ Then I came to the governors 

beyond the river, and gave them 
the king’s letters. Now the king 
had sent captains of the army and 
horsemen with me.
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monite, heard of it, it grieved them 
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there three days.
12 ¶ And I arose in the night, I and 

some few men with me; neither told 
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my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither 
was there any beast with me, save 
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the a  gate of the b  valley, even be-
fore the c  dragon well, and to the 
d  dung port, and viewed the walls 
of Jerusalem, which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were 
consumed with fire.
14 Then I went on to the a  gate of 

the fountain, and to the king’s pool: 
but there was no place for the beast 
that was under me to pass.
15 Then went I up in the night by 

the brook, and viewed the wall, and 
turned back, and entered by the 
gate of the valley, and so returned.
16 And the rulers knew not whither 

I went, or what I did; neither had 
I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to 
the priests, nor to the nobles, nor 
to the rulers, nor to the rest that 
did the work.
17 ¶ Then said I unto them, Ye 

see the distress that we are in, how 
Jerusalem lieth a  waste, and the 
gates thereof are burned with fire: 
come, and let us build up the wall 
of Jerusalem, that we be no more 
a reproach.
18 Then I told them of the hand 

of my God which was good upon 
me; as also the king’s words that 
he had spoken unto me. And they 
said, Let us rise up and build. So 
they strengthened their hands for 
this good work.
19 But when Sanballat the Horon-

ite, and Tobiah the servant, the Am-
monite, and Geshem the Arabian, 
heard it, they a  laughed us to b  scorn, 
and despised us, and said, What is 
this thing that ye do? will ye rebel 
against the king?
20 Then answered I them, and said 

unto them, The God of heaven, he 
will prosper us; therefore we his 

servants will arise and build: but 
ye have no portion, nor right, nor 
memorial, in Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 3
The names and order of those who help 
to build the walls and gates of Jerusa-
lem are listed.
THEN Eliashib the a  high priest rose 
up with his brethren the priests, and 
they builded the b  sheep gate; they 
sanctified it, and set up the doors 
of it; even unto the tower of Meah 
they sanctified it, unto the tower 
of Hananeel.
2 And next unto him builded the 

men of Jericho. And next to them 
builded Zaccur the son of Imri.
3 But the a  fish gate did the sons 

of Hassenaah build, who also laid 
the beams thereof, and set up the 
doors thereof, the locks thereof, and 
the bars thereof.
4 And next unto them repaired 

Meremoth the son of Urijah, the 
son of Koz. And next unto them re-
paired Meshullam the son of Bere-
chiah, the son of Meshezabeel. And 
next unto them repaired Zadok the 
son of Baana.
5 And next unto them the Tekoites 

repaired; but their nobles put not 
their necks to the work of their  
Lord.
6 Moreover the old gate repaired 

Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and 
Meshullam the son of Besodeiah; 
they laid the beams thereof, and 
set up the doors thereof, and the 
locks thereof, and the bars thereof.
7 And next unto them repaired 

Melatiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon 
the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon, 

 13 a IE the name of a gate in 
the wall of Jerusalem, 
approx. modern Jaffa 
gate.

  b Neh. 3:13.
  c OR fountain of the 

jackals—a well located 
near Jerusalem.

  d IE another gate in the 
wall of Jerusalem at 
approx. junction of 
Hinnom and Tyropoeon 

valleys.  
Neh. 3:13; 12:31.

 14 a Perhaps a gate near 
En-rogel. The king’s 
pool could be Siloam. 
Neh. 3:15; 12:37.

 17 a Ezek. 5:14.
 19 a TG Laughter.
  b Ps. 123:4;  

1 Ne. 8:33;  
Alma 26:23.

3 1 a TG Priesthood, Aaronic.

  b A gate probably in 
the northeast wall of 
Jerusalem near the 
temple, for access of 
sacrificial animals.

 3 a Probably a northwest-
ern gate, with access to 
the merchants’ quarter; 
perhaps where Damas-
cus gate now is.  
Neh. 12:39.
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near Jerusalem.

  d IE another gate in the 
wall of Jerusalem at 
approx. junction of 
Hinnom and Tyropoeon 

valleys.  
Neh. 3:13; 12:31.

 14 a Perhaps a gate near 
En-rogel. The king’s 
pool could be Siloam. 
Neh. 3:15; 12:37.

 17 a Ezek. 5:14.
 19 a TG Laughter.
  b Ps. 123:4;  

1 Ne. 8:33;  
Alma 26:23.

3 1 a TG Priesthood, Aaronic.

  b A gate probably in 
the northeast wall of 
Jerusalem near the 
temple, for access of 
sacrificial animals.

 3 a Probably a northwest-
ern gate, with access to 
the merchants’ quarter; 
perhaps where Damas-
cus gate now is.  
Neh. 12:39.
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and of Mizpah, unto the throne of 
the governor a  on this side the river.
8 Next unto him repaired Uzziel 

the son of Harhaiah, of the gold-
smiths. Next unto him also repaired 
Hananiah the son of one of the 
a  apothecaries, and they fortified 
Jerusalem unto the broad wall.
9 And next unto them repaired 

Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler 
of the half part of Jerusalem.
10 And next unto them repaired 

Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even 
over against his house. And next 
unto him repaired Hattush the son 
of Hashabniah.
11 Malchijah the son of Harim, and 

Hashub the son of Pahath-moab, 
repaired the other piece, and the 
tower of the furnaces.
12 And next unto him repaired 

Shallum the son of Halohesh, the 
ruler of the half part of Jerusalem, 
he and his daughters.
13 The a  valley gate repaired Ha-

nun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; 
they built it, and set up the doors 
thereof, the locks thereof, and the 
bars thereof, and a thousand cubits 
on the wall unto the dung gate.
14 But the dung gate repaired 

Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler 
of part of Beth-haccerem; he built 
it, and set up the doors thereof, the 
locks thereof, and the bars thereof.
15 But the a  gate of the fountain 

repaired Shallun the son of Col-
hozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah; 
he built it, and covered it, and set up 
the doors thereof, the locks thereof, 
and the bars thereof, and the wall 
of the pool of b  Siloah by the king’s 
garden, and unto the stairs that go 
down from the city of David.
16 After him repaired Nehemiah 

the son of Azbuk, the ruler of the 
half part of Beth-zur, unto the place 
over against the sepulchres of Da-
vid, and to the pool that was made, 
and unto the house of the mighty.

17 After him repaired the Levites, 
Rehum the son of Bani. Next unto 
him repaired Hashabiah, the ruler of 
the half part of Keilah, in his part.
18 After him repaired their breth-

ren, Bavai the son of Henadad, the 
ruler of the half part of Keilah.
19 And next to him repaired Ezer 

the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Miz-
pah, another piece over against 
the going up to the armoury at the 
turning of the wall.
20 After him Baruch the son of  

Zabbai earnestly repaired the other 
piece, from the turning of the wall 
unto the door of the house of 
Eliashib the high priest.
21 After him repaired Meremoth 

the son of Urijah the son of Koz 
another piece, from the door of the 
house of Eliashib even to the end 
of the house of Eliashib.
22 And after him repaired the 

priests, the men of the plain.
23 After him repaired Benjamin 

and Hashub over against their house. 
After him repaired Azariah the son 
of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah by 
his house.
24 After him repaired Binnui the 

son of Henadad another piece, from 
the house of Azariah unto the turn-
ing of the wall, even unto the corner.
25 Palal the son of Uzai, over 

against the turning of the wall, and 
a  the tower which lieth out from 
the king’s high house, that was by 
the court of the prison. After him 
Pedaiah the son of Parosh.
26 Moreover the a Nethinims dwelt 

in Ophel, unto the place over against 
the b water gate toward the east, and 
the tower that lieth out.
27 After them the Tekoites re-

paired another piece, over against 
the great tower that lieth out, even 
unto the wall of Ophel.
28 From above the a  horse gate re-

paired the priests, every one over 
against his house.

 7 a IE on the west side of 
the Euphrates.

 8 a OR perfumers, ointment 
makers.

 13 a Neh. 2:13.

 15 a Neh. 2:14.
  b Isa. 8:6; John 9:7 (6–7).
 25 a OR the upper tower that 

stands out from the 
king’s house.

 26 a IE temple servants.
  b Neh. 8:1.
 28 a Probably at southeast 

corner of temple area. 
Jer. 31:39.
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the a  gate of the b  valley, even be-
fore the c  dragon well, and to the 
d  dung port, and viewed the walls 
of Jerusalem, which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were 
consumed with fire.
14 Then I went on to the a  gate of 

the fountain, and to the king’s pool: 
but there was no place for the beast 
that was under me to pass.
15 Then went I up in the night by 

the brook, and viewed the wall, and 
turned back, and entered by the 
gate of the valley, and so returned.
16 And the rulers knew not whither 

I went, or what I did; neither had 
I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to 
the priests, nor to the nobles, nor 
to the rulers, nor to the rest that 
did the work.
17 ¶ Then said I unto them, Ye 

see the distress that we are in, how 
Jerusalem lieth a  waste, and the 
gates thereof are burned with fire: 
come, and let us build up the wall 
of Jerusalem, that we be no more 
a reproach.
18 Then I told them of the hand 

of my God which was good upon 
me; as also the king’s words that 
he had spoken unto me. And they 
said, Let us rise up and build. So 
they strengthened their hands for 
this good work.
19 But when Sanballat the Horon-

ite, and Tobiah the servant, the Am-
monite, and Geshem the Arabian, 
heard it, they a  laughed us to b  scorn, 
and despised us, and said, What is 
this thing that ye do? will ye rebel 
against the king?
20 Then answered I them, and said 

unto them, The God of heaven, he 
will prosper us; therefore we his 

servants will arise and build: but 
ye have no portion, nor right, nor 
memorial, in Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 3
The names and order of those who help 
to build the walls and gates of Jerusa-
lem are listed.
THEN Eliashib the a  high priest rose 
up with his brethren the priests, and 
they builded the b  sheep gate; they 
sanctified it, and set up the doors 
of it; even unto the tower of Meah 
they sanctified it, unto the tower 
of Hananeel.
2 And next unto him builded the 

men of Jericho. And next to them 
builded Zaccur the son of Imri.
3 But the a  fish gate did the sons 

of Hassenaah build, who also laid 
the beams thereof, and set up the 
doors thereof, the locks thereof, and 
the bars thereof.
4 And next unto them repaired 

Meremoth the son of Urijah, the 
son of Koz. And next unto them re-
paired Meshullam the son of Bere-
chiah, the son of Meshezabeel. And 
next unto them repaired Zadok the 
son of Baana.
5 And next unto them the Tekoites 

repaired; but their nobles put not 
their necks to the work of their  
Lord.
6 Moreover the old gate repaired 

Jehoiada the son of Paseah, and 
Meshullam the son of Besodeiah; 
they laid the beams thereof, and 
set up the doors thereof, and the 
locks thereof, and the bars thereof.
7 And next unto them repaired 

Melatiah the Gibeonite, and Jadon 
the Meronothite, the men of Gibeon, 

 13 a IE the name of a gate in 
the wall of Jerusalem, 
approx. modern Jaffa 
gate.

  b Neh. 3:13.
  c OR fountain of the 

jackals—a well located 
near Jerusalem.

  d IE another gate in the 
wall of Jerusalem at 
approx. junction of 
Hinnom and Tyropoeon 

valleys.  
Neh. 3:13; 12:31.

 14 a Perhaps a gate near 
En-rogel. The king’s 
pool could be Siloam. 
Neh. 3:15; 12:37.

 17 a Ezek. 5:14.
 19 a TG Laughter.
  b Ps. 123:4;  

1 Ne. 8:33;  
Alma 26:23.

3 1 a TG Priesthood, Aaronic.

  b A gate probably in 
the northeast wall of 
Jerusalem near the 
temple, for access of 
sacrificial animals.

 3 a Probably a northwest-
ern gate, with access to 
the merchants’ quarter; 
perhaps where Damas-
cus gate now is.  
Neh. 12:39.
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and of Mizpah, unto the throne of 
the governor a  on this side the river.
8 Next unto him repaired Uzziel 

the son of Harhaiah, of the gold-
smiths. Next unto him also repaired 
Hananiah the son of one of the 
a  apothecaries, and they fortified 
Jerusalem unto the broad wall.
9 And next unto them repaired 

Rephaiah the son of Hur, the ruler 
of the half part of Jerusalem.
10 And next unto them repaired 

Jedaiah the son of Harumaph, even 
over against his house. And next 
unto him repaired Hattush the son 
of Hashabniah.
11 Malchijah the son of Harim, and 

Hashub the son of Pahath-moab, 
repaired the other piece, and the 
tower of the furnaces.
12 And next unto him repaired 

Shallum the son of Halohesh, the 
ruler of the half part of Jerusalem, 
he and his daughters.
13 The a  valley gate repaired Ha-

nun, and the inhabitants of Zanoah; 
they built it, and set up the doors 
thereof, the locks thereof, and the 
bars thereof, and a thousand cubits 
on the wall unto the dung gate.
14 But the dung gate repaired 

Malchiah the son of Rechab, the ruler 
of part of Beth-haccerem; he built 
it, and set up the doors thereof, the 
locks thereof, and the bars thereof.
15 But the a  gate of the fountain 

repaired Shallun the son of Col-
hozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah; 
he built it, and covered it, and set up 
the doors thereof, the locks thereof, 
and the bars thereof, and the wall 
of the pool of b  Siloah by the king’s 
garden, and unto the stairs that go 
down from the city of David.
16 After him repaired Nehemiah 

the son of Azbuk, the ruler of the 
half part of Beth-zur, unto the place 
over against the sepulchres of Da-
vid, and to the pool that was made, 
and unto the house of the mighty.

17 After him repaired the Levites, 
Rehum the son of Bani. Next unto 
him repaired Hashabiah, the ruler of 
the half part of Keilah, in his part.
18 After him repaired their breth-

ren, Bavai the son of Henadad, the 
ruler of the half part of Keilah.
19 And next to him repaired Ezer 

the son of Jeshua, the ruler of Miz-
pah, another piece over against 
the going up to the armoury at the 
turning of the wall.
20 After him Baruch the son of  

Zabbai earnestly repaired the other 
piece, from the turning of the wall 
unto the door of the house of 
Eliashib the high priest.
21 After him repaired Meremoth 

the son of Urijah the son of Koz 
another piece, from the door of the 
house of Eliashib even to the end 
of the house of Eliashib.
22 And after him repaired the 

priests, the men of the plain.
23 After him repaired Benjamin 

and Hashub over against their house. 
After him repaired Azariah the son 
of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah by 
his house.
24 After him repaired Binnui the 

son of Henadad another piece, from 
the house of Azariah unto the turn-
ing of the wall, even unto the corner.
25 Palal the son of Uzai, over 

against the turning of the wall, and 
a  the tower which lieth out from 
the king’s high house, that was by 
the court of the prison. After him 
Pedaiah the son of Parosh.
26 Moreover the a Nethinims dwelt 

in Ophel, unto the place over against 
the b water gate toward the east, and 
the tower that lieth out.
27 After them the Tekoites re-

paired another piece, over against 
the great tower that lieth out, even 
unto the wall of Ophel.
28 From above the a  horse gate re-

paired the priests, every one over 
against his house.

 7 a IE on the west side of 
the Euphrates.

 8 a OR perfumers, ointment 
makers.

 13 a Neh. 2:13.

 15 a Neh. 2:14.
  b Isa. 8:6; John 9:7 (6–7).
 25 a OR the upper tower that 

stands out from the 
king’s house.

 26 a IE temple servants.
  b Neh. 8:1.
 28 a Probably at southeast 

corner of temple area. 
Jer. 31:39.
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29 After them repaired Zadok the 
son of Immer over against his house. 
After him repaired also Shemaiah 
the son of Shechaniah, the keeper 
of the a  east gate.
30 After him repaired Hananiah 

the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the 
sixth son of Zalaph, another piece. 
After him repaired Meshullam the 
son of Berechiah over against his 
chamber.
31 After him repaired Malchiah the 

goldsmith’s son unto the place of the 
Nethinims, and of the merchants, 
over against the gate Miphkad, and 
a  to the going up of the corner.
32 And between the going up of the 

corner unto the sheep gate repaired 
the goldsmiths and the merchants.

CHAPTER 4
The Jews’ enemies seek to prevent them 
from rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem—
Nehemiah arms the laborers and keeps 
the work progressing.
BUT it came to pass, that when a San-
ballat heard that we builded the 
wall, he was wroth, and took great 
indignation, and mocked the Jews.
2 And he spake before his breth-

ren and the army of Samaria, and 
said, What do these feeble Jews? 
will they fortify themselves? will 
they sacrifice? will they make an 
end in a day ? will they revive the 
stones out of the heaps of the rub-
bish which are burned?
3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was 

by him, and he said, Even that which 
they build, if a fox go up, he shall 
even break down their stone wall.
4 Hear, O our God; for we are de-

spised: and turn their reproach upon 
their own head, and give them for 
a prey in the land of captivity:
5 And cover not their iniquity, and 

let not their sin be blotted out from 
before thee: for they have provoked 
thee to anger before the builders.

6 So built we the wall; and all the 
wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof: for the a  people had a 
mind to b  work.
7 ¶ But it came to pass, that when 

a Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Ara-
bians, and the Ammonites, and the 
Ashdodites, heard that the walls of 
Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, 
then they were very wroth,
8 And conspired all of them to-

gether to come and to fight against 
Jerusalem, and to hinder it.
9 Nevertheless we made our prayer 

unto our God, and set a watch 
against them day and night, be-
cause of them.
10 And Judah said, The strength of 

the bearers of burdens is decayed, 
and there is much rubbish; so that 
we are not able to build the wall.
11 And our adversaries said, They 

shall not know, neither see, till we 
come in the midst among them, 
and slay them, and cause the work 
to cease.
12 And it came to pass, that when 

the Jews which dwelt by them came, 
they said unto us ten times, From 
all places whence ye shall return 
unto us they will be upon you.
13 ¶ Therefore set I in the lower 

places behind the wall, and on  
the higher places, I even set the 
people after their families with 
their swords, their spears, and their  
bows.
14 And I looked, and rose up, and 

said unto the nobles, and to the rul-
ers, and to the rest of the people, Be 
not ye a  afraid of them: remember 
the Lord, which is great and b  terri-
ble, and c  fight for your brethren, 
your sons, and your daughters, your 
d  wives, and your houses.
15 And it came to pass, when our 

enemies heard that it was known 
unto us, and God had brought their 
a counsel to nought, that we returned 

 29 a Probably the area of the 
“Golden Gate.”

 31 a OR to the upper 
chamber of the corner.

4 1 a Neh. 2:10 (10, 18–20).

 6 a TG Common Consent.
  b D&C 52:39; 75:3; 115:10.
 7 a Neh. 6:16.
 14 a D&C 98:14; 122:9.
  b OR feared, revered.

  c TG War.
  d Alma 46:12.
 15 a Ps. 33:10.

653 NEHEMIAH 4:16–5:11

all of us to the wall, every one unto 
his work.
16 And it came to pass from that 

time forth, that the half of my ser-
vants wrought in the work, and the 
other half of them held both the 
spears, the shields, and the bows, 
and the a  habergeons; and the rul-
ers were behind all the house of  
Judah.
17 They which builded on the 

wall, and they that bare burdens, 
with those that laded, every one 
with one of his hands wrought in 
the work, and with the other hand 
held a weapon.
18 For the builders, every one had 

his sword girded by his side, and so 
builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me.
19 ¶ And I said unto the nobles, 

and to the rulers, and to the rest of 
the people, The work is great and 
large, and we are separated upon 
the wall, one far from another.
20 In what place therefore ye hear 

the sound of the trumpet, resort 
ye thither unto us: our God shall 
fight for us.
21 So we laboured in the work: 

and half of them held the spears 
from the rising of the morning till 
the stars appeared.
22 Likewise at the same time said 

I unto the people, Let every one 
with his servant lodge within Jeru-
salem, that in the night they may 
be a guard to us, and labour on the  
day.
23 So neither I, nor my brethren, 

nor my servants, nor the men of the 
guard which followed me, none of 
us put off our clothes, saving that 
every one put them off for washing.

CHAPTER 5
Many Jews are in bondage to their 
fellow Jews—At Nehemiah’s direction 
they are freed, their lands are restored, 
and the taking of usury is discontinued.
AND there was a great cry of the 

people and of their wives against 
their brethren the Jews.
2 For there were that said, We, our 

sons, and our daughters, are many: 
therefore we take up corn for them, 
that we may eat, and live.
3 Some also there were that said, 

We have mortgaged our lands, vine-
yards, and houses, that we might 
buy corn, because of the a  dearth.
4 There were also that said, We 

have a borrowed money for the king’s 
tribute, and that upon our lands and 
vineyards.
5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh 

of our brethren, our children as 
their children: and, lo, we bring into 
bondage our sons and our daugh-
ters to be servants, and some of our 
daughters are brought unto bondage 
already: neither is it in our power 
to redeem them; for other men have 
our lands and vineyards.
6 ¶ And I was very angry when 

I heard their cry and these words.
7 Then I consulted with myself, 

and I rebuked the nobles, and the 
rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact 
a usury, every one of his brother. And 
I set a great assembly against them.
8 And I said unto them, We af-

ter our ability have redeemed our 
brethren the Jews, which were sold 
unto the heathen; and will ye even 
sell your brethren? or shall they be 
sold unto us? Then held they their 
peace, and found nothing to answer.
9 Also I said, It is not good that ye 

do: ought ye not to a walk in the fear 
of our God because of the reproach 
of the b  heathen our enemies?
10 I likewise, and my brethren, and 

my servants, might exact of them 
money and corn: I pray you, let us 
leave off this usury.
11 Restore, I pray you, to them, 

even this day, their lands, their 
vineyards, their oliveyards, and 
their houses, also a  the hundredth 
part of the money, and of the corn, 
the wine, and the oil, that ye exact 
of them.

 16 a Probably armor of 
tough leather.

5 3 a OR famine.

 4 a TG Borrow; Debt.
 7 a TG Usury.
 9 a TG Walking with God.

  b TG Heathen.
 11 a OR the hundred pieces 

of silver.
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29 After them repaired Zadok the 
son of Immer over against his house. 
After him repaired also Shemaiah 
the son of Shechaniah, the keeper 
of the a  east gate.
30 After him repaired Hananiah 

the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the 
sixth son of Zalaph, another piece. 
After him repaired Meshullam the 
son of Berechiah over against his 
chamber.
31 After him repaired Malchiah the 

goldsmith’s son unto the place of the 
Nethinims, and of the merchants, 
over against the gate Miphkad, and 
a  to the going up of the corner.
32 And between the going up of the 

corner unto the sheep gate repaired 
the goldsmiths and the merchants.

CHAPTER 4
The Jews’ enemies seek to prevent them 
from rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem—
Nehemiah arms the laborers and keeps 
the work progressing.
BUT it came to pass, that when a San-
ballat heard that we builded the 
wall, he was wroth, and took great 
indignation, and mocked the Jews.
2 And he spake before his breth-

ren and the army of Samaria, and 
said, What do these feeble Jews? 
will they fortify themselves? will 
they sacrifice? will they make an 
end in a day ? will they revive the 
stones out of the heaps of the rub-
bish which are burned?
3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was 

by him, and he said, Even that which 
they build, if a fox go up, he shall 
even break down their stone wall.
4 Hear, O our God; for we are de-

spised: and turn their reproach upon 
their own head, and give them for 
a prey in the land of captivity:
5 And cover not their iniquity, and 

let not their sin be blotted out from 
before thee: for they have provoked 
thee to anger before the builders.

6 So built we the wall; and all the 
wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof: for the a  people had a 
mind to b  work.
7 ¶ But it came to pass, that when 

a Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Ara-
bians, and the Ammonites, and the 
Ashdodites, heard that the walls of 
Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, 
then they were very wroth,
8 And conspired all of them to-

gether to come and to fight against 
Jerusalem, and to hinder it.
9 Nevertheless we made our prayer 

unto our God, and set a watch 
against them day and night, be-
cause of them.
10 And Judah said, The strength of 

the bearers of burdens is decayed, 
and there is much rubbish; so that 
we are not able to build the wall.
11 And our adversaries said, They 

shall not know, neither see, till we 
come in the midst among them, 
and slay them, and cause the work 
to cease.
12 And it came to pass, that when 

the Jews which dwelt by them came, 
they said unto us ten times, From 
all places whence ye shall return 
unto us they will be upon you.
13 ¶ Therefore set I in the lower 

places behind the wall, and on  
the higher places, I even set the 
people after their families with 
their swords, their spears, and their  
bows.
14 And I looked, and rose up, and 

said unto the nobles, and to the rul-
ers, and to the rest of the people, Be 
not ye a  afraid of them: remember 
the Lord, which is great and b  terri-
ble, and c  fight for your brethren, 
your sons, and your daughters, your 
d  wives, and your houses.
15 And it came to pass, when our 

enemies heard that it was known 
unto us, and God had brought their 
a counsel to nought, that we returned 

 29 a Probably the area of the 
“Golden Gate.”

 31 a OR to the upper 
chamber of the corner.

4 1 a Neh. 2:10 (10, 18–20).

 6 a TG Common Consent.
  b D&C 52:39; 75:3; 115:10.
 7 a Neh. 6:16.
 14 a D&C 98:14; 122:9.
  b OR feared, revered.

  c TG War.
  d Alma 46:12.
 15 a Ps. 33:10.
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all of us to the wall, every one unto 
his work.
16 And it came to pass from that 

time forth, that the half of my ser-
vants wrought in the work, and the 
other half of them held both the 
spears, the shields, and the bows, 
and the a  habergeons; and the rul-
ers were behind all the house of  
Judah.
17 They which builded on the 

wall, and they that bare burdens, 
with those that laded, every one 
with one of his hands wrought in 
the work, and with the other hand 
held a weapon.
18 For the builders, every one had 

his sword girded by his side, and so 
builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me.
19 ¶ And I said unto the nobles, 

and to the rulers, and to the rest of 
the people, The work is great and 
large, and we are separated upon 
the wall, one far from another.
20 In what place therefore ye hear 

the sound of the trumpet, resort 
ye thither unto us: our God shall 
fight for us.
21 So we laboured in the work: 

and half of them held the spears 
from the rising of the morning till 
the stars appeared.
22 Likewise at the same time said 

I unto the people, Let every one 
with his servant lodge within Jeru-
salem, that in the night they may 
be a guard to us, and labour on the  
day.
23 So neither I, nor my brethren, 

nor my servants, nor the men of the 
guard which followed me, none of 
us put off our clothes, saving that 
every one put them off for washing.

CHAPTER 5
Many Jews are in bondage to their 
fellow Jews—At Nehemiah’s direction 
they are freed, their lands are restored, 
and the taking of usury is discontinued.
AND there was a great cry of the 

people and of their wives against 
their brethren the Jews.
2 For there were that said, We, our 

sons, and our daughters, are many: 
therefore we take up corn for them, 
that we may eat, and live.
3 Some also there were that said, 

We have mortgaged our lands, vine-
yards, and houses, that we might 
buy corn, because of the a  dearth.
4 There were also that said, We 

have a borrowed money for the king’s 
tribute, and that upon our lands and 
vineyards.
5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh 

of our brethren, our children as 
their children: and, lo, we bring into 
bondage our sons and our daugh-
ters to be servants, and some of our 
daughters are brought unto bondage 
already: neither is it in our power 
to redeem them; for other men have 
our lands and vineyards.
6 ¶ And I was very angry when 

I heard their cry and these words.
7 Then I consulted with myself, 

and I rebuked the nobles, and the 
rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact 
a usury, every one of his brother. And 
I set a great assembly against them.
8 And I said unto them, We af-

ter our ability have redeemed our 
brethren the Jews, which were sold 
unto the heathen; and will ye even 
sell your brethren? or shall they be 
sold unto us? Then held they their 
peace, and found nothing to answer.
9 Also I said, It is not good that ye 

do: ought ye not to a walk in the fear 
of our God because of the reproach 
of the b  heathen our enemies?
10 I likewise, and my brethren, and 

my servants, might exact of them 
money and corn: I pray you, let us 
leave off this usury.
11 Restore, I pray you, to them, 

even this day, their lands, their 
vineyards, their oliveyards, and 
their houses, also a  the hundredth 
part of the money, and of the corn, 
the wine, and the oil, that ye exact 
of them.

 16 a Probably armor of 
tough leather.

5 3 a OR famine.

 4 a TG Borrow; Debt.
 7 a TG Usury.
 9 a TG Walking with God.

  b TG Heathen.
 11 a OR the hundred pieces 

of silver.
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29 After them repaired Zadok the 
son of Immer over against his house. 
After him repaired also Shemaiah 
the son of Shechaniah, the keeper 
of the a  east gate.
30 After him repaired Hananiah 

the son of Shelemiah, and Hanun the 
sixth son of Zalaph, another piece. 
After him repaired Meshullam the 
son of Berechiah over against his 
chamber.
31 After him repaired Malchiah the 

goldsmith’s son unto the place of the 
Nethinims, and of the merchants, 
over against the gate Miphkad, and 
a  to the going up of the corner.
32 And between the going up of the 

corner unto the sheep gate repaired 
the goldsmiths and the merchants.

CHAPTER 4
The Jews’ enemies seek to prevent them 
from rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem—
Nehemiah arms the laborers and keeps 
the work progressing.
BUT it came to pass, that when a San-
ballat heard that we builded the 
wall, he was wroth, and took great 
indignation, and mocked the Jews.
2 And he spake before his breth-

ren and the army of Samaria, and 
said, What do these feeble Jews? 
will they fortify themselves? will 
they sacrifice? will they make an 
end in a day ? will they revive the 
stones out of the heaps of the rub-
bish which are burned?
3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was 

by him, and he said, Even that which 
they build, if a fox go up, he shall 
even break down their stone wall.
4 Hear, O our God; for we are de-

spised: and turn their reproach upon 
their own head, and give them for 
a prey in the land of captivity:
5 And cover not their iniquity, and 

let not their sin be blotted out from 
before thee: for they have provoked 
thee to anger before the builders.

6 So built we the wall; and all the 
wall was joined together unto the 
half thereof: for the a  people had a 
mind to b  work.
7 ¶ But it came to pass, that when 

a Sanballat, and Tobiah, and the Ara-
bians, and the Ammonites, and the 
Ashdodites, heard that the walls of 
Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped, 
then they were very wroth,
8 And conspired all of them to-

gether to come and to fight against 
Jerusalem, and to hinder it.
9 Nevertheless we made our prayer 

unto our God, and set a watch 
against them day and night, be-
cause of them.
10 And Judah said, The strength of 

the bearers of burdens is decayed, 
and there is much rubbish; so that 
we are not able to build the wall.
11 And our adversaries said, They 

shall not know, neither see, till we 
come in the midst among them, 
and slay them, and cause the work 
to cease.
12 And it came to pass, that when 

the Jews which dwelt by them came, 
they said unto us ten times, From 
all places whence ye shall return 
unto us they will be upon you.
13 ¶ Therefore set I in the lower 

places behind the wall, and on  
the higher places, I even set the 
people after their families with 
their swords, their spears, and their  
bows.
14 And I looked, and rose up, and 

said unto the nobles, and to the rul-
ers, and to the rest of the people, Be 
not ye a  afraid of them: remember 
the Lord, which is great and b  terri-
ble, and c  fight for your brethren, 
your sons, and your daughters, your 
d  wives, and your houses.
15 And it came to pass, when our 

enemies heard that it was known 
unto us, and God had brought their 
a counsel to nought, that we returned 

 29 a Probably the area of the 
“Golden Gate.”

 31 a OR to the upper 
chamber of the corner.

4 1 a Neh. 2:10 (10, 18–20).

 6 a TG Common Consent.
  b D&C 52:39; 75:3; 115:10.
 7 a Neh. 6:16.
 14 a D&C 98:14; 122:9.
  b OR feared, revered.

  c TG War.
  d Alma 46:12.
 15 a Ps. 33:10.
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all of us to the wall, every one unto 
his work.
16 And it came to pass from that 

time forth, that the half of my ser-
vants wrought in the work, and the 
other half of them held both the 
spears, the shields, and the bows, 
and the a  habergeons; and the rul-
ers were behind all the house of  
Judah.
17 They which builded on the 

wall, and they that bare burdens, 
with those that laded, every one 
with one of his hands wrought in 
the work, and with the other hand 
held a weapon.
18 For the builders, every one had 

his sword girded by his side, and so 
builded. And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me.
19 ¶ And I said unto the nobles, 

and to the rulers, and to the rest of 
the people, The work is great and 
large, and we are separated upon 
the wall, one far from another.
20 In what place therefore ye hear 

the sound of the trumpet, resort 
ye thither unto us: our God shall 
fight for us.
21 So we laboured in the work: 

and half of them held the spears 
from the rising of the morning till 
the stars appeared.
22 Likewise at the same time said 

I unto the people, Let every one 
with his servant lodge within Jeru-
salem, that in the night they may 
be a guard to us, and labour on the  
day.
23 So neither I, nor my brethren, 

nor my servants, nor the men of the 
guard which followed me, none of 
us put off our clothes, saving that 
every one put them off for washing.

CHAPTER 5
Many Jews are in bondage to their 
fellow Jews—At Nehemiah’s direction 
they are freed, their lands are restored, 
and the taking of usury is discontinued.
AND there was a great cry of the 

people and of their wives against 
their brethren the Jews.
2 For there were that said, We, our 

sons, and our daughters, are many: 
therefore we take up corn for them, 
that we may eat, and live.
3 Some also there were that said, 

We have mortgaged our lands, vine-
yards, and houses, that we might 
buy corn, because of the a  dearth.
4 There were also that said, We 

have a borrowed money for the king’s 
tribute, and that upon our lands and 
vineyards.
5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh 

of our brethren, our children as 
their children: and, lo, we bring into 
bondage our sons and our daugh-
ters to be servants, and some of our 
daughters are brought unto bondage 
already: neither is it in our power 
to redeem them; for other men have 
our lands and vineyards.
6 ¶ And I was very angry when 

I heard their cry and these words.
7 Then I consulted with myself, 

and I rebuked the nobles, and the 
rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact 
a usury, every one of his brother. And 
I set a great assembly against them.
8 And I said unto them, We af-

ter our ability have redeemed our 
brethren the Jews, which were sold 
unto the heathen; and will ye even 
sell your brethren? or shall they be 
sold unto us? Then held they their 
peace, and found nothing to answer.
9 Also I said, It is not good that ye 

do: ought ye not to a walk in the fear 
of our God because of the reproach 
of the b  heathen our enemies?
10 I likewise, and my brethren, and 

my servants, might exact of them 
money and corn: I pray you, let us 
leave off this usury.
11 Restore, I pray you, to them, 

even this day, their lands, their 
vineyards, their oliveyards, and 
their houses, also a  the hundredth 
part of the money, and of the corn, 
the wine, and the oil, that ye exact 
of them.

 16 a Probably armor of 
tough leather.

5 3 a OR famine.

 4 a TG Borrow; Debt.
 7 a TG Usury.
 9 a TG Walking with God.

  b TG Heathen.
 11 a OR the hundred pieces 

of silver.
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12 Then said they, We will restore 
them, and will require nothing of 
them; so will we do as thou sayest. 
Then I called the priests, and took 
an oath of them, that they should 
do according to this promise.
13 Also I shook my lap, and said, 

So God shake out every man from 
his house, and from his labour, 
that performeth not this promise, 
even thus be he shaken out, and 
emptied. And all the congregation 
said, Amen, and praised the LORD. 
And the people did according to 
this promise.
14 ¶ Moreover from the time that 

I was appointed to be their gover-
nor in the land of Judah, from the 
twentieth year even unto the two 
and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the 
king, that is, twelve years, I and my 
brethren a have not eaten the b bread 
of the governor.
15 But the former governors that 

had been before me a were chargeable 
unto the people, and had taken of 
them bread and wine, beside forty 
shekels of silver; yea, even their 
servants bare b  rule over the peo-
ple: but so did not I, because of the 
c  fear of God.
16 Yea, also I continued in the 

work of this wall, neither bought 
we any land: and all my servants 
were gathered thither unto the work.
17 Moreover there were at my table 

an hundred and fifty of the Jews 
and rulers, beside those that came 
unto us from among the heathen 
that are about us.
18 Now that which was prepared 

for me daily was one ox and six 
choice sheep; also fowls were pre-
pared for me, and once in ten days 
store of all sorts of wine: yet for all 
this required not I the bread of the 
governor, because the bondage was 
heavy upon this people.
19 Think upon me, my God, for 

good, according to all that I have 
done for this people.

CHAPTER 6
Sanballat engages in intrigue against 
Nehemiah and the building of the 
wall—The Jews finish the construction 
of the wall.
NOW it came to pass, when a  San-
ballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the 
Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, 
heard that I had builded the wall, 
and that there was no breach left 
therein; (though at that time I had 
not set up the doors upon the gates;)
2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent 

unto me, saying, Come, let us meet 
together in some one of the villages in 
the plain of Ono. But they thought 
to do me a  mischief.
3 And I sent messengers unto 

them, saying, I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease, whilst 
I leave it, and come down to you?
4 Yet they sent unto me four times 

after this sort; and I answered them 
after the same manner.
5 Then sent Sanballat his servant 

unto me in like manner the fifth 
time with an open letter in his hand;
6 Wherein was written, It is reported 

among the heathen, and a  Gashmu 
saith it, that thou and the Jews think 
to rebel: for which cause thou build-
est the wall, that thou mayest be  
their king, according to these words.
7 And thou hast also appointed 

prophets to preach of thee at Jeru-
salem, saying, There is a king in  
Judah: and now shall it be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
Come now therefore, and let us take 
counsel together.
8 Then I sent unto him, saying, 

There are no such things done as 
thou sayest, but thou a feignest them 
out of thine own heart.
9 For they all made us afraid, say-

ing, Their hands shall be weakened 
from the work, that it be not done. 
Now therefore, O God, strengthen 
my hands.

 14 a Mosiah 27:5.
  b Mosiah 2:14 (12, 14).
 15 a HEB laid a heavy  

burden upon the 

people.
  b TG Authority.
  c TG Reverence.
6 1 a Neh. 2:10 (10, 18–20).

 2 a D&C 10:23 (22–28).
 6 a OR Geshem.
 8 a Alma 55:1.
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10 Afterward I came unto the 
house of Shemaiah the son of Del-
aiah the son of Mehetabeel, who 
was shut up; and he said, Let us 
meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut 
the doors of the temple: for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the 
night will they come to slay thee.
11 And I said, Should such a man as 

I flee? and who is a  there, that, being 
as I am, would go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go in.
12 And, lo, I perceived that God 

had not sent him; but that he pro-
nounced this prophecy against 
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hired him.
13 Therefore was he hired, that I 

should be a  afraid, and do so, and 
sin, and that they might have matter 
for an b  evil report, that they might 
reproach me.
14 My God, think thou upon To-

biah and Sanballat according to 
these their works, and on the proph-
etess Noadiah, and the rest of the 
prophets, that would have put me  
in fear.
15 ¶ So the wall was finished in 

the twenty and fifth day of the month 
a  Elul, in fifty and two days.
16 And it came to pass, that when 

all our a  enemies heard thereof, and 
all the heathen that were about us 
saw these things, they were much 
cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.
17 ¶ Moreover in those days the 

nobles of Judah sent many letters 
unto Tobiah, and the letters of To-
biah came unto them.
18 For there were many in Judah 

sworn unto him, because he was the 
son in law of Shechaniah the son 
of Arah; and his son Johanan had 
taken the daughter of a  Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah.

19 Also they reported his good 
deeds before me, and uttered my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent let-
ters to put me in fear.

CHAPTER 7
Provision is made to protect Jerusa-
lem—The genealogy is given of the Jews 
who returned from Babylon—Priests 
without genealogical records are denied 
the priesthood.
NOW it came to pass, when the wall 
was built, and I had set up the doors, 
and the porters and the singers and 
the Levites were appointed,
2 That I gave my brother a Hanani, 

and Hananiah the ruler of the pal-
ace, charge over Jerusalem: for he 
was a b  faithful man, and c  feared 
God above many.
3 And I said unto them, Let not 

the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun be hot; and while they 
stand by, let them shut the doors, 
and bar them: and appoint watches 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ev-
ery one in his watch, and every one 
to be over against his house.
4 Now the city was large and great: 

but the people were few therein, and 
the houses were not builded.
5 ¶ And my God put into mine 

heart to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that 
they might be reckoned by geneal-
ogy. And I found a a  register of the 
b  genealogy of them which came 
up at the first, and found written 
therein,
6 These are the a  children of the 

province, that went up out of  
the b  captivity, of those that had 
been carried away, whom Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon 
had carried away, and came again 
to Jerusalem and to Judah, every 
one unto his city;
7 a  Who came with Zerubbabel,  

 11 a JST Neh. 6:11 . . . mine 
enemy, that such a man 
as I would go . . . 

 13 a D&C 3:7 (7–8).
  b TG Slander.
 15 a IE the sixth Hebrew 

month, from the new 

moon of September to 
that of October.

 16 a Neh. 2:10; 4:7 (1, 7).
 18 a Ezra 8:16.
7 2 a Neh. 1:2.
  b D&C 52:13; 132:53.
  c Ex. 18:21;  

Mosiah 29:13.
 5 a TG Book of Life.
  b TG Book of 

Remembrance.
 6 a Ezra 2:1 (1–70).
  b OR exile.
 7 a Ezra 2:2.
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12 Then said they, We will restore 
them, and will require nothing of 
them; so will we do as thou sayest. 
Then I called the priests, and took 
an oath of them, that they should 
do according to this promise.
13 Also I shook my lap, and said, 

So God shake out every man from 
his house, and from his labour, 
that performeth not this promise, 
even thus be he shaken out, and 
emptied. And all the congregation 
said, Amen, and praised the LORD. 
And the people did according to 
this promise.
14 ¶ Moreover from the time that 

I was appointed to be their gover-
nor in the land of Judah, from the 
twentieth year even unto the two 
and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the 
king, that is, twelve years, I and my 
brethren a have not eaten the b bread 
of the governor.
15 But the former governors that 

had been before me a were chargeable 
unto the people, and had taken of 
them bread and wine, beside forty 
shekels of silver; yea, even their 
servants bare b  rule over the peo-
ple: but so did not I, because of the 
c  fear of God.
16 Yea, also I continued in the 

work of this wall, neither bought 
we any land: and all my servants 
were gathered thither unto the work.
17 Moreover there were at my table 

an hundred and fifty of the Jews 
and rulers, beside those that came 
unto us from among the heathen 
that are about us.
18 Now that which was prepared 

for me daily was one ox and six 
choice sheep; also fowls were pre-
pared for me, and once in ten days 
store of all sorts of wine: yet for all 
this required not I the bread of the 
governor, because the bondage was 
heavy upon this people.
19 Think upon me, my God, for 

good, according to all that I have 
done for this people.

CHAPTER 6
Sanballat engages in intrigue against 
Nehemiah and the building of the 
wall—The Jews finish the construction 
of the wall.
NOW it came to pass, when a  San-
ballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the 
Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, 
heard that I had builded the wall, 
and that there was no breach left 
therein; (though at that time I had 
not set up the doors upon the gates;)
2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent 

unto me, saying, Come, let us meet 
together in some one of the villages in 
the plain of Ono. But they thought 
to do me a  mischief.
3 And I sent messengers unto 

them, saying, I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease, whilst 
I leave it, and come down to you?
4 Yet they sent unto me four times 

after this sort; and I answered them 
after the same manner.
5 Then sent Sanballat his servant 

unto me in like manner the fifth 
time with an open letter in his hand;
6 Wherein was written, It is reported 

among the heathen, and a  Gashmu 
saith it, that thou and the Jews think 
to rebel: for which cause thou build-
est the wall, that thou mayest be  
their king, according to these words.
7 And thou hast also appointed 

prophets to preach of thee at Jeru-
salem, saying, There is a king in  
Judah: and now shall it be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
Come now therefore, and let us take 
counsel together.
8 Then I sent unto him, saying, 

There are no such things done as 
thou sayest, but thou a feignest them 
out of thine own heart.
9 For they all made us afraid, say-

ing, Their hands shall be weakened 
from the work, that it be not done. 
Now therefore, O God, strengthen 
my hands.

 14 a Mosiah 27:5.
  b Mosiah 2:14 (12, 14).
 15 a HEB laid a heavy  

burden upon the 

people.
  b TG Authority.
  c TG Reverence.
6 1 a Neh. 2:10 (10, 18–20).

 2 a D&C 10:23 (22–28).
 6 a OR Geshem.
 8 a Alma 55:1.
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10 Afterward I came unto the 
house of Shemaiah the son of Del-
aiah the son of Mehetabeel, who 
was shut up; and he said, Let us 
meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut 
the doors of the temple: for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the 
night will they come to slay thee.
11 And I said, Should such a man as 

I flee? and who is a  there, that, being 
as I am, would go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go in.
12 And, lo, I perceived that God 

had not sent him; but that he pro-
nounced this prophecy against 
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hired him.
13 Therefore was he hired, that I 

should be a  afraid, and do so, and 
sin, and that they might have matter 
for an b  evil report, that they might 
reproach me.
14 My God, think thou upon To-

biah and Sanballat according to 
these their works, and on the proph-
etess Noadiah, and the rest of the 
prophets, that would have put me  
in fear.
15 ¶ So the wall was finished in 

the twenty and fifth day of the month 
a  Elul, in fifty and two days.
16 And it came to pass, that when 

all our a  enemies heard thereof, and 
all the heathen that were about us 
saw these things, they were much 
cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.
17 ¶ Moreover in those days the 

nobles of Judah sent many letters 
unto Tobiah, and the letters of To-
biah came unto them.
18 For there were many in Judah 

sworn unto him, because he was the 
son in law of Shechaniah the son 
of Arah; and his son Johanan had 
taken the daughter of a  Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah.

19 Also they reported his good 
deeds before me, and uttered my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent let-
ters to put me in fear.

CHAPTER 7
Provision is made to protect Jerusa-
lem—The genealogy is given of the Jews 
who returned from Babylon—Priests 
without genealogical records are denied 
the priesthood.
NOW it came to pass, when the wall 
was built, and I had set up the doors, 
and the porters and the singers and 
the Levites were appointed,
2 That I gave my brother a Hanani, 

and Hananiah the ruler of the pal-
ace, charge over Jerusalem: for he 
was a b  faithful man, and c  feared 
God above many.
3 And I said unto them, Let not 

the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun be hot; and while they 
stand by, let them shut the doors, 
and bar them: and appoint watches 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ev-
ery one in his watch, and every one 
to be over against his house.
4 Now the city was large and great: 

but the people were few therein, and 
the houses were not builded.
5 ¶ And my God put into mine 

heart to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that 
they might be reckoned by geneal-
ogy. And I found a a  register of the 
b  genealogy of them which came 
up at the first, and found written 
therein,
6 These are the a  children of the 

province, that went up out of  
the b  captivity, of those that had 
been carried away, whom Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon 
had carried away, and came again 
to Jerusalem and to Judah, every 
one unto his city;
7 a  Who came with Zerubbabel,  

 11 a JST Neh. 6:11 . . . mine 
enemy, that such a man 
as I would go . . . 

 13 a D&C 3:7 (7–8).
  b TG Slander.
 15 a IE the sixth Hebrew 

month, from the new 

moon of September to 
that of October.

 16 a Neh. 2:10; 4:7 (1, 7).
 18 a Ezra 8:16.
7 2 a Neh. 1:2.
  b D&C 52:13; 132:53.
  c Ex. 18:21;  

Mosiah 29:13.
 5 a TG Book of Life.
  b TG Book of 

Remembrance.
 6 a Ezra 2:1 (1–70).
  b OR exile.
 7 a Ezra 2:2.



654NEHEMIAH 5:12–6:9

12 Then said they, We will restore 
them, and will require nothing of 
them; so will we do as thou sayest. 
Then I called the priests, and took 
an oath of them, that they should 
do according to this promise.
13 Also I shook my lap, and said, 

So God shake out every man from 
his house, and from his labour, 
that performeth not this promise, 
even thus be he shaken out, and 
emptied. And all the congregation 
said, Amen, and praised the LORD. 
And the people did according to 
this promise.
14 ¶ Moreover from the time that 

I was appointed to be their gover-
nor in the land of Judah, from the 
twentieth year even unto the two 
and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the 
king, that is, twelve years, I and my 
brethren a have not eaten the b bread 
of the governor.
15 But the former governors that 

had been before me a were chargeable 
unto the people, and had taken of 
them bread and wine, beside forty 
shekels of silver; yea, even their 
servants bare b  rule over the peo-
ple: but so did not I, because of the 
c  fear of God.
16 Yea, also I continued in the 

work of this wall, neither bought 
we any land: and all my servants 
were gathered thither unto the work.
17 Moreover there were at my table 

an hundred and fifty of the Jews 
and rulers, beside those that came 
unto us from among the heathen 
that are about us.
18 Now that which was prepared 

for me daily was one ox and six 
choice sheep; also fowls were pre-
pared for me, and once in ten days 
store of all sorts of wine: yet for all 
this required not I the bread of the 
governor, because the bondage was 
heavy upon this people.
19 Think upon me, my God, for 

good, according to all that I have 
done for this people.

CHAPTER 6
Sanballat engages in intrigue against 
Nehemiah and the building of the 
wall—The Jews finish the construction 
of the wall.
NOW it came to pass, when a  San-
ballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the 
Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, 
heard that I had builded the wall, 
and that there was no breach left 
therein; (though at that time I had 
not set up the doors upon the gates;)
2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent 

unto me, saying, Come, let us meet 
together in some one of the villages in 
the plain of Ono. But they thought 
to do me a  mischief.
3 And I sent messengers unto 

them, saying, I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease, whilst 
I leave it, and come down to you?
4 Yet they sent unto me four times 

after this sort; and I answered them 
after the same manner.
5 Then sent Sanballat his servant 

unto me in like manner the fifth 
time with an open letter in his hand;
6 Wherein was written, It is reported 

among the heathen, and a  Gashmu 
saith it, that thou and the Jews think 
to rebel: for which cause thou build-
est the wall, that thou mayest be  
their king, according to these words.
7 And thou hast also appointed 

prophets to preach of thee at Jeru-
salem, saying, There is a king in  
Judah: and now shall it be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
Come now therefore, and let us take 
counsel together.
8 Then I sent unto him, saying, 

There are no such things done as 
thou sayest, but thou a feignest them 
out of thine own heart.
9 For they all made us afraid, say-

ing, Their hands shall be weakened 
from the work, that it be not done. 
Now therefore, O God, strengthen 
my hands.

 14 a Mosiah 27:5.
  b Mosiah 2:14 (12, 14).
 15 a HEB laid a heavy  

burden upon the 

people.
  b TG Authority.
  c TG Reverence.
6 1 a Neh. 2:10 (10, 18–20).

 2 a D&C 10:23 (22–28).
 6 a OR Geshem.
 8 a Alma 55:1.
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10 Afterward I came unto the 
house of Shemaiah the son of Del-
aiah the son of Mehetabeel, who 
was shut up; and he said, Let us 
meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut 
the doors of the temple: for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the 
night will they come to slay thee.
11 And I said, Should such a man as 

I flee? and who is a  there, that, being 
as I am, would go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go in.
12 And, lo, I perceived that God 

had not sent him; but that he pro-
nounced this prophecy against 
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hired him.
13 Therefore was he hired, that I 

should be a  afraid, and do so, and 
sin, and that they might have matter 
for an b  evil report, that they might 
reproach me.
14 My God, think thou upon To-

biah and Sanballat according to 
these their works, and on the proph-
etess Noadiah, and the rest of the 
prophets, that would have put me  
in fear.
15 ¶ So the wall was finished in 

the twenty and fifth day of the month 
a  Elul, in fifty and two days.
16 And it came to pass, that when 

all our a  enemies heard thereof, and 
all the heathen that were about us 
saw these things, they were much 
cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.
17 ¶ Moreover in those days the 

nobles of Judah sent many letters 
unto Tobiah, and the letters of To-
biah came unto them.
18 For there were many in Judah 

sworn unto him, because he was the 
son in law of Shechaniah the son 
of Arah; and his son Johanan had 
taken the daughter of a  Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah.

19 Also they reported his good 
deeds before me, and uttered my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent let-
ters to put me in fear.

CHAPTER 7
Provision is made to protect Jerusa-
lem—The genealogy is given of the Jews 
who returned from Babylon—Priests 
without genealogical records are denied 
the priesthood.
NOW it came to pass, when the wall 
was built, and I had set up the doors, 
and the porters and the singers and 
the Levites were appointed,
2 That I gave my brother a Hanani, 

and Hananiah the ruler of the pal-
ace, charge over Jerusalem: for he 
was a b  faithful man, and c  feared 
God above many.
3 And I said unto them, Let not 

the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun be hot; and while they 
stand by, let them shut the doors, 
and bar them: and appoint watches 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ev-
ery one in his watch, and every one 
to be over against his house.
4 Now the city was large and great: 

but the people were few therein, and 
the houses were not builded.
5 ¶ And my God put into mine 

heart to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that 
they might be reckoned by geneal-
ogy. And I found a a  register of the 
b  genealogy of them which came 
up at the first, and found written 
therein,
6 These are the a  children of the 

province, that went up out of  
the b  captivity, of those that had 
been carried away, whom Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon 
had carried away, and came again 
to Jerusalem and to Judah, every 
one unto his city;
7 a  Who came with Zerubbabel,  

 11 a JST Neh. 6:11 . . . mine 
enemy, that such a man 
as I would go . . . 

 13 a D&C 3:7 (7–8).
  b TG Slander.
 15 a IE the sixth Hebrew 

month, from the new 

moon of September to 
that of October.

 16 a Neh. 2:10; 4:7 (1, 7).
 18 a Ezra 8:16.
7 2 a Neh. 1:2.
  b D&C 52:13; 132:53.
  c Ex. 18:21;  

Mosiah 29:13.
 5 a TG Book of Life.
  b TG Book of 

Remembrance.
 6 a Ezra 2:1 (1–70).
  b OR exile.
 7 a Ezra 2:2.
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12 Then said they, We will restore 
them, and will require nothing of 
them; so will we do as thou sayest. 
Then I called the priests, and took 
an oath of them, that they should 
do according to this promise.
13 Also I shook my lap, and said, 

So God shake out every man from 
his house, and from his labour, 
that performeth not this promise, 
even thus be he shaken out, and 
emptied. And all the congregation 
said, Amen, and praised the LORD. 
And the people did according to 
this promise.
14 ¶ Moreover from the time that 

I was appointed to be their gover-
nor in the land of Judah, from the 
twentieth year even unto the two 
and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes the 
king, that is, twelve years, I and my 
brethren a have not eaten the b bread 
of the governor.
15 But the former governors that 

had been before me a were chargeable 
unto the people, and had taken of 
them bread and wine, beside forty 
shekels of silver; yea, even their 
servants bare b  rule over the peo-
ple: but so did not I, because of the 
c  fear of God.
16 Yea, also I continued in the 

work of this wall, neither bought 
we any land: and all my servants 
were gathered thither unto the work.
17 Moreover there were at my table 

an hundred and fifty of the Jews 
and rulers, beside those that came 
unto us from among the heathen 
that are about us.
18 Now that which was prepared 

for me daily was one ox and six 
choice sheep; also fowls were pre-
pared for me, and once in ten days 
store of all sorts of wine: yet for all 
this required not I the bread of the 
governor, because the bondage was 
heavy upon this people.
19 Think upon me, my God, for 

good, according to all that I have 
done for this people.

CHAPTER 6
Sanballat engages in intrigue against 
Nehemiah and the building of the 
wall—The Jews finish the construction 
of the wall.
NOW it came to pass, when a  San-
ballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the 
Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, 
heard that I had builded the wall, 
and that there was no breach left 
therein; (though at that time I had 
not set up the doors upon the gates;)
2 That Sanballat and Geshem sent 

unto me, saying, Come, let us meet 
together in some one of the villages in 
the plain of Ono. But they thought 
to do me a  mischief.
3 And I sent messengers unto 

them, saying, I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease, whilst 
I leave it, and come down to you?
4 Yet they sent unto me four times 

after this sort; and I answered them 
after the same manner.
5 Then sent Sanballat his servant 

unto me in like manner the fifth 
time with an open letter in his hand;
6 Wherein was written, It is reported 

among the heathen, and a  Gashmu 
saith it, that thou and the Jews think 
to rebel: for which cause thou build-
est the wall, that thou mayest be  
their king, according to these words.
7 And thou hast also appointed 

prophets to preach of thee at Jeru-
salem, saying, There is a king in  
Judah: and now shall it be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
Come now therefore, and let us take 
counsel together.
8 Then I sent unto him, saying, 

There are no such things done as 
thou sayest, but thou a feignest them 
out of thine own heart.
9 For they all made us afraid, say-

ing, Their hands shall be weakened 
from the work, that it be not done. 
Now therefore, O God, strengthen 
my hands.

 14 a Mosiah 27:5.
  b Mosiah 2:14 (12, 14).
 15 a HEB laid a heavy  

burden upon the 

people.
  b TG Authority.
  c TG Reverence.
6 1 a Neh. 2:10 (10, 18–20).

 2 a D&C 10:23 (22–28).
 6 a OR Geshem.
 8 a Alma 55:1.
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10 Afterward I came unto the 
house of Shemaiah the son of Del-
aiah the son of Mehetabeel, who 
was shut up; and he said, Let us 
meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut 
the doors of the temple: for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the 
night will they come to slay thee.
11 And I said, Should such a man as 

I flee? and who is a  there, that, being 
as I am, would go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go in.
12 And, lo, I perceived that God 

had not sent him; but that he pro-
nounced this prophecy against 
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hired him.
13 Therefore was he hired, that I 

should be a  afraid, and do so, and 
sin, and that they might have matter 
for an b  evil report, that they might 
reproach me.
14 My God, think thou upon To-

biah and Sanballat according to 
these their works, and on the proph-
etess Noadiah, and the rest of the 
prophets, that would have put me  
in fear.
15 ¶ So the wall was finished in 

the twenty and fifth day of the month 
a  Elul, in fifty and two days.
16 And it came to pass, that when 

all our a  enemies heard thereof, and 
all the heathen that were about us 
saw these things, they were much 
cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.
17 ¶ Moreover in those days the 

nobles of Judah sent many letters 
unto Tobiah, and the letters of To-
biah came unto them.
18 For there were many in Judah 

sworn unto him, because he was the 
son in law of Shechaniah the son 
of Arah; and his son Johanan had 
taken the daughter of a  Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah.

19 Also they reported his good 
deeds before me, and uttered my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent let-
ters to put me in fear.

CHAPTER 7
Provision is made to protect Jerusa-
lem—The genealogy is given of the Jews 
who returned from Babylon—Priests 
without genealogical records are denied 
the priesthood.
NOW it came to pass, when the wall 
was built, and I had set up the doors, 
and the porters and the singers and 
the Levites were appointed,
2 That I gave my brother a Hanani, 

and Hananiah the ruler of the pal-
ace, charge over Jerusalem: for he 
was a b  faithful man, and c  feared 
God above many.
3 And I said unto them, Let not 

the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun be hot; and while they 
stand by, let them shut the doors, 
and bar them: and appoint watches 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ev-
ery one in his watch, and every one 
to be over against his house.
4 Now the city was large and great: 

but the people were few therein, and 
the houses were not builded.
5 ¶ And my God put into mine 

heart to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that 
they might be reckoned by geneal-
ogy. And I found a a  register of the 
b  genealogy of them which came 
up at the first, and found written 
therein,
6 These are the a  children of the 

province, that went up out of  
the b  captivity, of those that had 
been carried away, whom Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon 
had carried away, and came again 
to Jerusalem and to Judah, every 
one unto his city;
7 a  Who came with Zerubbabel,  

 11 a JST Neh. 6:11 . . . mine 
enemy, that such a man 
as I would go . . . 

 13 a D&C 3:7 (7–8).
  b TG Slander.
 15 a IE the sixth Hebrew 

month, from the new 

moon of September to 
that of October.

 16 a Neh. 2:10; 4:7 (1, 7).
 18 a Ezra 8:16.
7 2 a Neh. 1:2.
  b D&C 52:13; 132:53.
  c Ex. 18:21;  

Mosiah 29:13.
 5 a TG Book of Life.
  b TG Book of 

Remembrance.
 6 a Ezra 2:1 (1–70).
  b OR exile.
 7 a Ezra 2:2.

Dieter F. Uchtdorf 

“Think of the power we would 
have as individuals … if, in 
response to every temptation to 
lose focus or lower our standards
—the standards of God, we 
responded, ‘I am doing a great 
w o r k a n d c a n n o t c o m e 
down’ [see Nehemiah 6:3]”  

(Dieter F. Uchtdorf, “We Are Doing a Great 
Work and Cannot Come Down,” GC April 
2009, Ensign or Liahona, May 2009, 62).
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10 Afterward I came unto the 
house of Shemaiah the son of Del-
aiah the son of Mehetabeel, who 
was shut up; and he said, Let us 
meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut 
the doors of the temple: for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the 
night will they come to slay thee.
11 And I said, Should such a man as 

I flee? and who is a  there, that, being 
as I am, would go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go in.
12 And, lo, I perceived that God 

had not sent him; but that he pro-
nounced this prophecy against 
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hired him.
13 Therefore was he hired, that I 

should be a  afraid, and do so, and 
sin, and that they might have matter 
for an b  evil report, that they might 
reproach me.
14 My God, think thou upon To-

biah and Sanballat according to 
these their works, and on the proph-
etess Noadiah, and the rest of the 
prophets, that would have put me  
in fear.
15 ¶ So the wall was finished in 

the twenty and fifth day of the month 
a  Elul, in fifty and two days.
16 And it came to pass, that when 

all our a  enemies heard thereof, and 
all the heathen that were about us 
saw these things, they were much 
cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.
17 ¶ Moreover in those days the 

nobles of Judah sent many letters 
unto Tobiah, and the letters of To-
biah came unto them.
18 For there were many in Judah 

sworn unto him, because he was the 
son in law of Shechaniah the son 
of Arah; and his son Johanan had 
taken the daughter of a  Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah.

19 Also they reported his good 
deeds before me, and uttered my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent let-
ters to put me in fear.

CHAPTER 7
Provision is made to protect Jerusa-
lem—The genealogy is given of the Jews 
who returned from Babylon—Priests 
without genealogical records are denied 
the priesthood.
NOW it came to pass, when the wall 
was built, and I had set up the doors, 
and the porters and the singers and 
the Levites were appointed,
2 That I gave my brother a Hanani, 

and Hananiah the ruler of the pal-
ace, charge over Jerusalem: for he 
was a b  faithful man, and c  feared 
God above many.
3 And I said unto them, Let not 

the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun be hot; and while they 
stand by, let them shut the doors, 
and bar them: and appoint watches 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ev-
ery one in his watch, and every one 
to be over against his house.
4 Now the city was large and great: 

but the people were few therein, and 
the houses were not builded.
5 ¶ And my God put into mine 

heart to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that 
they might be reckoned by geneal-
ogy. And I found a a  register of the 
b  genealogy of them which came 
up at the first, and found written 
therein,
6 These are the a  children of the 

province, that went up out of  
the b  captivity, of those that had 
been carried away, whom Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon 
had carried away, and came again 
to Jerusalem and to Judah, every 
one unto his city;
7 a  Who came with Zerubbabel,  

 11 a JST Neh. 6:11 . . . mine 
enemy, that such a man 
as I would go . . . 

 13 a D&C 3:7 (7–8).
  b TG Slander.
 15 a IE the sixth Hebrew 

month, from the new 

moon of September to 
that of October.

 16 a Neh. 2:10; 4:7 (1, 7).
 18 a Ezra 8:16.
7 2 a Neh. 1:2.
  b D&C 52:13; 132:53.
  c Ex. 18:21;  

Mosiah 29:13.
 5 a TG Book of Life.
  b TG Book of 

Remembrance.
 6 a Ezra 2:1 (1–70).
  b OR exile.
 7 a Ezra 2:2.
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Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raa-
miah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, 
Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah. 
The number, I say, of the men of the 
people of Israel was this;
8 The children of Parosh, two  

thousand an hundred seventy and 
two.
9 The children of Shephatiah, three 

hundred seventy and two.
10 The children of Arah, six hun-

dred fifty and two.
11 The children of Pahath-moab, 

of the children of Jeshua and Joab, 
two thousand and eight hundred 
and eighteen.
12 The children of Elam, a thou-

sand two hundred fifty and four.
13 The children of Zattu, eight 

hundred forty and five.
14 The children of Zaccai, seven 

hundred and threescore.
15 The children of a  Binnui, six 

hundred forty and eight.
16 The children of Bebai, six hun-

dred twenty and eight.
17 The children of Azgad, two  

thousand three hundred twenty 
and two.
18 The children of Adonikam, six 

hundred threescore and seven.
19 The children of Bigvai, two 

thousand threescore and seven.
20 The children of Adin, six hun-

dred fifty and five.
21 The children of Ater of Heze-

kiah, ninety and eight.
22 The children of Hashum, three 

hundred twenty and eight.
23 The children of Bezai, three 

hundred twenty and four.
24 The children of Hariph, an hun-

dred and twelve.
25 The children of Gibeon, ninety 

and five.
26 The men of Beth-lehem and 

Netophah, an hundred fourscore 
and eight.
27 The men of Anathoth, an hun-

dred twenty and eight.
28 The men of Beth-azmaveth, 

forty and two.
29 The men of Kirjath-jearim, 

Chephirah, and Beeroth, seven hun-
dred forty and three.
30 The men of Ramah and Geba, 

six hundred twenty and one.
31 The men of Michmas, an hun-

dred and twenty and two.
32 The men of Beth-el and Ai, an 

hundred twenty and three.
33 The men of the other Nebo, 

fifty and two.
34 The children of the other Elam, 

a thousand two hundred fifty and 
four.
35 The children of Harim, three 

hundred and twenty.
36 The children of Jericho, three 

hundred forty and five.
37 The children of Lod, Hadid, and 

Ono, seven hundred twenty and one.
38 The children of Senaah, three 

thousand nine hundred and thirty.
39 ¶ The priests: the children of 

Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine 
hundred seventy and three.
40 The children of Immer, a thou-

sand fifty and two.
41 The children of Pashur, a thou-

sand two hundred forty and seven.
42 The children of Harim, a thou-

sand and seventeen.
43 ¶ The Levites: the children of 

Jeshua, of Kadmiel, and of the chil-
dren of Hodevah, seventy and four.
44 ¶ The singers: the children of 

Asaph, an hundred forty and eight.
45 ¶ The porters: the children of 

Shallum, the children of Ater, the 
children of Talmon, the children 
of Akkub, the children of Hatita, 
the children of Shobai, an hundred 
thirty and eight.
46 ¶ The a Nethinims: the children 

of Ziha, the children of Hashupha, 
the children of Tabbaoth,
47 The children of Keros, the chil-

dren of Sia, the children of Padon,
48 The children of Lebana, the 

children of Hagaba, the children 
of Shalmai,
49 The children of Hanan, the 

children of Giddel, the children 
of Gahar,
50 The children of Reaiah, the 

 15 a Ezra 2:10.  46 a OR temple servants.
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children of Rezin, the children of 
Nekoda,
51 The children of Gazzam, the 

children of Uzza, the children of 
Phaseah,
52 The children of Besai, the chil-

dren of Meunim, the children of 
Nephishesim,
53 The children of Bakbuk, the 

children of Hakupha, the children 
of Harhur,
54 The children of Bazlith, the 

children of Mehida, the children 
of Harsha,
55 The children of Barkos, the 

children of Sisera, the children of 
Tamah,
56 The children of Neziah, the 

children of Hatipha.
57 ¶ The children of Solomon’s 

servants: the children of Sotai, the 
children of Sophereth, the children 
of Perida,
58 The children of Jaala, the chil-

dren of Darkon, the children of 
Giddel,
59 The children of Shephatiah, the 

children of Hattil, the children of 
Pochereth of Zebaim, the children 
of Amon.
60 All the Nethinims, and the chil-

dren of Solomon’s servants, were 
three hundred ninety and two.
61 And these were they which went 

up also from Tel-melah, Tel-haresha, 
Cherub, Addon, and Immer: but 
they could not shew their father’s 
house, nor their seed, whether they 
were of Israel.
62 The children of Delaiah, the 

children of Tobiah, the children of 
Nekoda, six hundred forty and two.
63 ¶ And of the priests: the a  chil-

dren of Habaiah, the children of 
Koz, the children of Barzillai, which 
took one of the daughters of Barzil-
lai the Gileadite to wife, and was 
called after their name.
64 These sought their register 

among those that were reckoned by 
a  genealogy, but it was not found: 

therefore were they, as b  polluted, 
put from the c  priesthood.
65 And the a  Tirshatha said unto 

them, that they should not eat of 
the most holy things, till there 
stood up a priest with b  Urim and  
Thummim.
66 ¶ The whole congregation to-

gether was forty and two thousand 
three hundred and threescore,
67 Beside their manservants and 

their maidservants, of whom there 
were seven thousand three hundred 
thirty and seven: and they had two 
hundred forty and five singing men 
and singing women.
68 Their horses, seven hundred 

thirty and six: their mules, two 
hundred forty and five:
69 Their camels, four hundred 

thirty and five: six thousand seven 
hundred and twenty asses.
70 ¶ And some of the chief of the 

fathers a  gave unto the work. The 
Tirshatha gave to the treasure a 
thousand drams of gold, fifty ba-
sins, five hundred and thirty priests’ 
garments.
71 And some of the chief of the 

fathers gave to the treasure of the 
work twenty thousand drams of 
gold, and two thousand and two 
hundred pound of silver.
72 And that which the rest of the 

people gave was twenty thousand 
drams of gold, and two thousand 
pound of silver, and threescore and 
seven priests’ garments.
73 So the priests, and the Levites, 

and the porters, and the singers, 
and some of the people, and the 
Nethinims, and all Israel, dwelt in 
their cities; and when the seventh 
month came, the children of Israel 
were in their cities.

CHAPTER 8
Ezra reads and interprets the law of 
Moses to the people—They keep the 
Feast of Tabernacles.

 63 a Ezra 2:61 (61–62);  
D&C 85:12 (11–12).

 64 a TG Genealogy and 
Temple Work.

  b TG Worthiness.
  c TG Priesthood, 

Qualifying for.
 65 a OR governor.  

Neh. 8:9.
  b TG Urim and 

Thummim.
 70 a D&C 109:5.
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10 Afterward I came unto the 
house of Shemaiah the son of Del-
aiah the son of Mehetabeel, who 
was shut up; and he said, Let us 
meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut 
the doors of the temple: for they 
will come to slay thee; yea, in the 
night will they come to slay thee.
11 And I said, Should such a man as 

I flee? and who is a  there, that, being 
as I am, would go into the temple to 
save his life? I will not go in.
12 And, lo, I perceived that God 

had not sent him; but that he pro-
nounced this prophecy against 
me: for Tobiah and Sanballat had 
hired him.
13 Therefore was he hired, that I 

should be a  afraid, and do so, and 
sin, and that they might have matter 
for an b  evil report, that they might 
reproach me.
14 My God, think thou upon To-

biah and Sanballat according to 
these their works, and on the proph-
etess Noadiah, and the rest of the 
prophets, that would have put me  
in fear.
15 ¶ So the wall was finished in 

the twenty and fifth day of the month 
a  Elul, in fifty and two days.
16 And it came to pass, that when 

all our a  enemies heard thereof, and 
all the heathen that were about us 
saw these things, they were much 
cast down in their own eyes: for 
they perceived that this work was 
wrought of our God.
17 ¶ Moreover in those days the 

nobles of Judah sent many letters 
unto Tobiah, and the letters of To-
biah came unto them.
18 For there were many in Judah 

sworn unto him, because he was the 
son in law of Shechaniah the son 
of Arah; and his son Johanan had 
taken the daughter of a  Meshullam 
the son of Berechiah.

19 Also they reported his good 
deeds before me, and uttered my 
words to him. And Tobiah sent let-
ters to put me in fear.

CHAPTER 7
Provision is made to protect Jerusa-
lem—The genealogy is given of the Jews 
who returned from Babylon—Priests 
without genealogical records are denied 
the priesthood.
NOW it came to pass, when the wall 
was built, and I had set up the doors, 
and the porters and the singers and 
the Levites were appointed,
2 That I gave my brother a Hanani, 

and Hananiah the ruler of the pal-
ace, charge over Jerusalem: for he 
was a b  faithful man, and c  feared 
God above many.
3 And I said unto them, Let not 

the gates of Jerusalem be opened 
until the sun be hot; and while they 
stand by, let them shut the doors, 
and bar them: and appoint watches 
of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ev-
ery one in his watch, and every one 
to be over against his house.
4 Now the city was large and great: 

but the people were few therein, and 
the houses were not builded.
5 ¶ And my God put into mine 

heart to gather together the nobles, 
and the rulers, and the people, that 
they might be reckoned by geneal-
ogy. And I found a a  register of the 
b  genealogy of them which came 
up at the first, and found written 
therein,
6 These are the a  children of the 

province, that went up out of  
the b  captivity, of those that had 
been carried away, whom Nebu-
chadnezzar the king of Babylon 
had carried away, and came again 
to Jerusalem and to Judah, every 
one unto his city;
7 a  Who came with Zerubbabel,  

 11 a JST Neh. 6:11 . . . mine 
enemy, that such a man 
as I would go . . . 

 13 a D&C 3:7 (7–8).
  b TG Slander.
 15 a IE the sixth Hebrew 

month, from the new 

moon of September to 
that of October.

 16 a Neh. 2:10; 4:7 (1, 7).
 18 a Ezra 8:16.
7 2 a Neh. 1:2.
  b D&C 52:13; 132:53.
  c Ex. 18:21;  

Mosiah 29:13.
 5 a TG Book of Life.
  b TG Book of 

Remembrance.
 6 a Ezra 2:1 (1–70).
  b OR exile.
 7 a Ezra 2:2.
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AND all the people gathered them-
selves together as one man into the 
street that was before the a  water 
gate; and they spake unto b  Ezra 
the c  scribe to bring the book of the 
law of Moses, which the LORD had 
commanded to Israel.
2 And Ezra the priest brought the 

a law before the congregation both of 
men and women, and all that could 
hear with understanding, upon the 
first day of the seventh month.
3 And he read therein before the 

street that was before the water gate 
from the morning until midday, 
before the men and the women, 
and those that could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the a  book of the law.
4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon 

a a  pulpit of wood, which they had 
made for the purpose; and beside 
him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, 
and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hil-
kiah, and Maaseiah, on his right 
hand; and on his left hand, Peda-
iah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and 
Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zecha-
riah, and Meshullam.
5 And Ezra opened the book in the 

sight of all the people; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up:
6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, 

the great God. And all the peo-
ple answered, Amen, Amen, with 
lifting up their hands: and they 
bowed their heads, and worshipped 
the LORD with their faces to the  
ground.
7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Shere-

biah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Aza-
riah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and 
the Levites, caused the people to  

understand the law: and the people 
stood in their place.
8 So they read in the book in the 

a  law of God b  distinctly, and c  gave 
the sense, and caused them to un-
derstand the reading.
9 ¶ And Nehemiah, which is the 

a  Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites that b  taught 
the people, said unto all the people, 
This day is holy unto the LORD your 
God; c  mourn not, nor weep. For all 
the people d  wept, when they heard 
the words of the law.
10 Then he said unto them, Go 

your way, eat the fat, and drink the  
sweet, and send a portions unto them 
for whom nothing is prepared: for 
this b  day is holy unto our Lord: nei-
ther be ye c  sorry; for the joy of the 
LORD is your d  strength.
11 So the Levites stilled all the 

people, saying, Hold your peace, 
for the day is holy; neither be ye  
grieved.
12 And all the people went their 

way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great a  mirth, 
because they had b  understood the  
words that were declared unto them.
13 ¶ And on the second day were 

gathered together the chief of 
the fathers of all the people, the 
priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra 
the scribe, even to a  understand the 
words of the law.
14 And they found written in 

the law which the LORD had com-
manded by Moses, that a the children 
of Israel should dwell in booths in 
the b  feast of the seventh month:
15 And that they should publish 

and proclaim in all their cities, and 
in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto 
the mount, and fetch olive branches,  

8 1 a Neh. 3:26.
  b Ezra 7:6.
  c TG Scribe.
 2 a Deut. 31:11.
 3 a Ezra 7:10.
 4 a Mosiah 2:7 (7–8).
 8 a TG Scriptures, Study of.
  b Jacob 4:13 (13–14).
  c IE gave a commentary 

by the power of the 

Holy Ghost.  
Mosiah 1:2–5.

 9 a Neh. 7:65.
  b TG Preaching.
  c TG Mourning.
  d Mosiah 4:1 (1–2).
 10 a Esth. 9:19.
  b D&C 59:12 (12–16).
  c 2 Ne. 4:15 (15–16).
  d TG Strength.

 12 a OR rejoicing.  
D&C 50:22 (17–22).

  b Mosiah 4:3.
 13 a TG Study.
 14 a This is the characteristic 

tradition of the feast of 
tabernacles.  
Lev. 23:43;  
Neh. 8:17 (16–17).

  b Zech. 14:16.
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and pine branches, and myrtle 
branches, and palm branches, and 
branches of thick trees, to make 
booths, as it is written.
16 ¶ So the people went forth, and 

brought them, and made themselves 
booths, every one upon the roof 
of his house, and in their courts, 
and in the courts of the house of 
God, and in the street of the water 
gate, and in the street of the gate 
of a  Ephraim.
17 And all the congregation of 

them that were come again out of 
the captivity made a  booths, and sat 
under the booths: for since the days 
of b Jeshua the son of c Nun unto that 
day had not the children of Israel 
done so. And there was very great 
gladness.
18 Also day by day, from the first 

day unto the last day, he a  read in 
the book of the law of God. And 
they kept the feast seven days; 
and on the eighth day was a b  sol-
emn assembly, according unto the  
manner.

CHAPTER 9
The Jews fast and confess their sins—
The Levites bless and praise the Lord 
and recite His goodness toward Israel.
NOW in the twenty and fourth day 
of this month the children of Is-
rael were assembled with a  fasting, 
and with sackclothes, and earth 
upon them.
2 And the seed of Israel a separated 

themselves from all b  strangers, and 
stood and c confessed their sins, and 
the iniquities of their fathers.
3 And they stood up in their place, 

and read in the book of the law of  
the LORD their God one fourth part 
of the day; and another fourth part 

they confessed, and worship ped the 
LORD their God.
4 ¶ Then stood up upon the stairs, 

of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kad-
miel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, 
Bani, and Chenani, and cried with a  
loud voice unto the LORD their God.
5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and 

Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Shere-
biah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and 
Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless 
the LORD your God for ever and ever: 
and blessed be thy glorious name, 
which is exalted above all blessing  
and praise.
6 Thou, even thou, art a LORD alone; 

thou hast made b heaven, the heaven 
of heavens, with all their host, the 
earth, and all things that are therein, 
the seas, and all that is therein, and 
thou c  preservest them all; and the 
host of heaven worshippeth thee.
7 Thou art the LORD the God, who 

didst choose a Abram, and broughtest 
him forth out of b  Ur of the Chal-
dees, and gavest him the name of 
Abraham;
8 And foundest his heart faithful 

before thee, and madest a a covenant 
with him to give the land of the Ca-
naanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Jebusites, 
and the Girgashites, to give it, I  
say, to his seed, and hast performed  
thy words; for thou art b  righteous:
9 And didst see the a  affliction of 

our fathers in Egypt, and heardest 
their cry by the b  Red sea;
10 And shewedst signs and won-

ders upon Pharaoh, and on all his 
servants, and on all the people of 
his land: for thou knewest that they  
dealt proudly against them. So 
didst thou get thee a a  name, as it is  
this day.
11 And thou didst a  divide the sea  

 16 a Neh. 12:39.
 17 a Neh. 8:14.
  b OR Joshua.
  c Ex. 33:11; Num. 11:28;  

1 Kgs. 16:34.
 18 a D&C 84:43 (43–44).
  b TG Solemn Assembly.
9 1 a Jer. 36:6.  

TG Fast, Fasting.
 2 a Alma 5:57.

  b OR foreigners.
  c TG Confession;  

Repent.
 6 a 2 Kgs. 19:15;  

Abr. 5:4 (1–5).
  b Rev. 14:7;  

Moses 3:4 (1–5).
  c Mosiah 2:21 (20–21).
 7 a Gen. 12:1.
  b Abr. 2:4 (3–4).

 8 a Gen. 12:7;  
1 Chr. 16:16.

  b D&C 3:2.
 9 a TG Affliction.
  b Hel. 8:11.
 10 a Ex. 7:5; 9:16.
 11 a Ex. 14:21;  

1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11; D&C 8:3.
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AND all the people gathered them-
selves together as one man into the 
street that was before the a  water 
gate; and they spake unto b  Ezra 
the c  scribe to bring the book of the 
law of Moses, which the LORD had 
commanded to Israel.
2 And Ezra the priest brought the 

a law before the congregation both of 
men and women, and all that could 
hear with understanding, upon the 
first day of the seventh month.
3 And he read therein before the 

street that was before the water gate 
from the morning until midday, 
before the men and the women, 
and those that could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the a  book of the law.
4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon 

a a  pulpit of wood, which they had 
made for the purpose; and beside 
him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, 
and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hil-
kiah, and Maaseiah, on his right 
hand; and on his left hand, Peda-
iah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and 
Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zecha-
riah, and Meshullam.
5 And Ezra opened the book in the 

sight of all the people; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up:
6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, 

the great God. And all the peo-
ple answered, Amen, Amen, with 
lifting up their hands: and they 
bowed their heads, and worshipped 
the LORD with their faces to the  
ground.
7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Shere-

biah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Aza-
riah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and 
the Levites, caused the people to  

understand the law: and the people 
stood in their place.
8 So they read in the book in the 

a  law of God b  distinctly, and c  gave 
the sense, and caused them to un-
derstand the reading.
9 ¶ And Nehemiah, which is the 

a  Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites that b  taught 
the people, said unto all the people, 
This day is holy unto the LORD your 
God; c  mourn not, nor weep. For all 
the people d  wept, when they heard 
the words of the law.
10 Then he said unto them, Go 

your way, eat the fat, and drink the  
sweet, and send a portions unto them 
for whom nothing is prepared: for 
this b  day is holy unto our Lord: nei-
ther be ye c  sorry; for the joy of the 
LORD is your d  strength.
11 So the Levites stilled all the 

people, saying, Hold your peace, 
for the day is holy; neither be ye  
grieved.
12 And all the people went their 

way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great a  mirth, 
because they had b  understood the  
words that were declared unto them.
13 ¶ And on the second day were 

gathered together the chief of 
the fathers of all the people, the 
priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra 
the scribe, even to a  understand the 
words of the law.
14 And they found written in 

the law which the LORD had com-
manded by Moses, that a the children 
of Israel should dwell in booths in 
the b  feast of the seventh month:
15 And that they should publish 

and proclaim in all their cities, and 
in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto 
the mount, and fetch olive branches,  

8 1 a Neh. 3:26.
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 3 a Ezra 7:10.
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street that was before the a  water 
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law of Moses, which the LORD had 
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2 And Ezra the priest brought the 

a law before the congregation both of 
men and women, and all that could 
hear with understanding, upon the 
first day of the seventh month.
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street that was before the water gate 
from the morning until midday, 
before the men and the women, 
and those that could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the a  book of the law.
4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon 

a a  pulpit of wood, which they had 
made for the purpose; and beside 
him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, 
and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hil-
kiah, and Maaseiah, on his right 
hand; and on his left hand, Peda-
iah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and 
Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zecha-
riah, and Meshullam.
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sight of all the people; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he 
opened it, all the people stood up:
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the great God. And all the peo-
ple answered, Amen, Amen, with 
lifting up their hands: and they 
bowed their heads, and worshipped 
the LORD with their faces to the  
ground.
7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Shere-

biah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, 
Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Aza-
riah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and 
the Levites, caused the people to  

understand the law: and the people 
stood in their place.
8 So they read in the book in the 

a  law of God b  distinctly, and c  gave 
the sense, and caused them to un-
derstand the reading.
9 ¶ And Nehemiah, which is the 

a  Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the 
scribe, and the Levites that b  taught 
the people, said unto all the people, 
This day is holy unto the LORD your 
God; c  mourn not, nor weep. For all 
the people d  wept, when they heard 
the words of the law.
10 Then he said unto them, Go 

your way, eat the fat, and drink the  
sweet, and send a portions unto them 
for whom nothing is prepared: for 
this b  day is holy unto our Lord: nei-
ther be ye c  sorry; for the joy of the 
LORD is your d  strength.
11 So the Levites stilled all the 

people, saying, Hold your peace, 
for the day is holy; neither be ye  
grieved.
12 And all the people went their 

way to eat, and to drink, and to send 
portions, and to make great a  mirth, 
because they had b  understood the  
words that were declared unto them.
13 ¶ And on the second day were 

gathered together the chief of 
the fathers of all the people, the 
priests, and the Levites, unto Ezra 
the scribe, even to a  understand the 
words of the law.
14 And they found written in 

the law which the LORD had com-
manded by Moses, that a the children 
of Israel should dwell in booths in 
the b  feast of the seventh month:
15 And that they should publish 

and proclaim in all their cities, and 
in Jerusalem, saying, Go forth unto 
the mount, and fetch olive branches,  
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AND all the people gathered them-
selves together as one man into the 
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the c  scribe to bring the book of the 
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iah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and 
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the sense, and caused them to un-
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9 ¶ And Nehemiah, which is the 
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scribe, and the Levites that b  taught 
the people, said unto all the people, 
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God; c  mourn not, nor weep. For all 
the people d  wept, when they heard 
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10 Then he said unto them, Go 

your way, eat the fat, and drink the  
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for whom nothing is prepared: for 
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and pine branches, and myrtle 
branches, and palm branches, and 
branches of thick trees, to make 
booths, as it is written.
16 ¶ So the people went forth, and 

brought them, and made themselves 
booths, every one upon the roof 
of his house, and in their courts, 
and in the courts of the house of 
God, and in the street of the water 
gate, and in the street of the gate 
of a  Ephraim.
17 And all the congregation of 

them that were come again out of 
the captivity made a  booths, and sat 
under the booths: for since the days 
of b Jeshua the son of c Nun unto that 
day had not the children of Israel 
done so. And there was very great 
gladness.
18 Also day by day, from the first 

day unto the last day, he a  read in 
the book of the law of God. And 
they kept the feast seven days; 
and on the eighth day was a b  sol-
emn assembly, according unto the  
manner.

CHAPTER 9
The Jews fast and confess their sins—
The Levites bless and praise the Lord 
and recite His goodness toward Israel.
NOW in the twenty and fourth day 
of this month the children of Is-
rael were assembled with a  fasting, 
and with sackclothes, and earth 
upon them.
2 And the seed of Israel a separated 

themselves from all b  strangers, and 
stood and c confessed their sins, and 
the iniquities of their fathers.
3 And they stood up in their place, 

and read in the book of the law of  
the LORD their God one fourth part 
of the day; and another fourth part 

they confessed, and worship ped the 
LORD their God.
4 ¶ Then stood up upon the stairs, 

of the Levites, Jeshua, and Bani, Kad-
miel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, 
Bani, and Chenani, and cried with a  
loud voice unto the LORD their God.
5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and 

Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Shere-
biah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and 
Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless 
the LORD your God for ever and ever: 
and blessed be thy glorious name, 
which is exalted above all blessing  
and praise.
6 Thou, even thou, art a LORD alone; 

thou hast made b heaven, the heaven 
of heavens, with all their host, the 
earth, and all things that are therein, 
the seas, and all that is therein, and 
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before them, so that they went 
through the midst of the sea on the 
dry land; and their persecutors thou 
threwest into the deeps, as a b  stone 
into the mighty waters.
12 Moreover thou leddest them in  

the day by a cloudy a  pillar; and  
in the night by a pillar of fire, to 
give them light in the way wherein 
they should go.
13 Thou camest down also upon 

mount Sinai, and spakest with them 
from heaven, and gavest them right 
judgments, and true laws, good 
a  statutes and commandments:
14 And madest known unto them 

thy holy a sabbath, and commandedst 
them precepts, statutes, and laws, 
by the hand of Moses thy servant:
15 And gavest them a  bread from 

heaven for their hunger, and 
brought est forth b  water for them 
out of the rock for their thirst, and 
promisedst them that they should go 
in to c  possess the land which thou 
hadst sworn to give them.
16 But they and our fathers dealt 

proudly, and a hardened their necks, 
and hearkened not to thy com-
mandments,
17 And refused to obey, neither 

were mindful of thy wonders that 
thou didst among them; but hard-
ened their necks, and in their re-
bellion appointed a captain to  
a  return to their bondage: but thou 
art a God ready to b pardon, gracious 
and c  merciful, slow to d  anger, and 
of great e  kindness, and forsookest 
them not.
18 Yea, when they had made them 

a a  molten b  calf, and said, This is 
thy God that brought thee up out 
of Egypt, and had wrought great 
provocations;

19 Yet thou in thy manifold mer-
cies a  forsookest them not in the 
wilderness: the pillar of the cloud 
departed not from them by day, to 
lead them in the way; neither the 
pillar of fire by night, to shew them 
light, and the way wherein they  
should go.
20 Thou gavest also thy good 

a  spirit to b  instruct them, and with-
heldest not thy c  manna from their 
mouth, and gavest them water for 
their thirst.
21 Yea, forty years didst thou sustain 

them in the wilderness, so that they 
lacked nothing; their clothes waxed 
not old, and their feet swelled not.
22 Moreover thou gavest them 

kingdoms and nations, and didst 
divide them into corners: so they 
possessed the land of Sihon, and 
the land of the king of Heshbon, 
and the land of Og king of Bashan.
23 Their children also a  multi-

pliedst thou as the stars of heaven, 
and broughtest them into the land, 
concerning which thou hadst prom-
ised to their fathers, that they should 
go in to possess it.
24 So the children went in and 

possessed the land, and thou sub-
duedst before them the inhabitants 
of the land, the Canaanites, and 
gavest them into their hands, with 
their kings, and the people of the 
land, that they might do with them 
as they would.
25 And they took strong cities, and 

a a  fat land, and possessed houses 
full of all goods, wells digged, vine-
yards, and oliveyards, and fruit 
trees in abundance: so they did eat,  
and were filled, and became fat, and  
delighted themselves in thy great 
goodness.

 11 b Ex. 15:5 (4–6).
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26 Nevertheless they were a disobe-
dient, and b  rebelled against thee, 
and cast thy law behind their backs, 
and c  slew thy prophets which tes-
tified against them to turn them 
to thee, and they wrought great 
provocations.
27 Therefore thou deliveredst them  

into the hand of their a  enemies, 
who b  vexed them: and in the time 
of their c  trouble, when they cried 
unto thee, thou heardest them from 
heaven; and according to thy mani-
fold mercies thou gavest them d  sav-
iours, who saved them out of the 
hand of their enemies.
28 But after they had rest, they 

did evil again before thee: there-
fore leftest thou them in the hand 
of their enemies, so that they had 
the dominion over them: yet when 
they returned, and cried unto thee, 
thou heardest them from heaven; 
and many times didst thou deliver 
them according to thy mercies;
29 And testifiedst against them, 

that thou mightest bring them again 
unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, 
and hearkened not unto thy com-
mandments, but sinned against thy 
judgments, (which if a man do, he 
shall live in them;) and withdrew 
the shoulder, and hardened their 
neck, and would not hear.
30 Yet many years didst thou a  for-

bear them, and b  testifiedst against 
them by thy c spirit in thy d prophets: 
yet would they not give ear: there-
fore gavest thou them into the hand 
of the people of the lands.
31 Nevertheless for thy great mer-

cies’ sake thou didst not utterly 
consume them, nor forsake them; 
for thou art a gracious and a  mer-
ciful God.
32 Now therefore, our God, the 

great, the mighty, and the a  terri-
ble God, who b  keepest covenant 

and mercy, let not all the trouble 
seem little before thee, that hath 
come upon us, on our kings, on our 
princes, and on our priests, and on 
our prophets, and on our fathers, and 
on all thy people, since the time of  
the kings of Assyria unto this day.
33 Howbeit thou art a  just in all 

that is brought upon us; for thou 
hast done right, but we have done 
b  wickedly:
34 Neither have our kings, our 

princes, our priests, nor our fathers, 
kept thy law, nor hearkened unto 
thy commandments and thy testi-
monies, wherewith thou didst tes-
tify against them.
35 For they have not served thee 

in their kingdom, and in thy great 
goodness that thou gavest them, and 
in the large and fat land which thou 
gavest before them, neither turned 
they from their wicked works.
36 Behold, we are servants this 

day, and for the land that thou gav-
est unto our fathers to eat the fruit 
thereof and the good thereof, be-
hold, we are servants in it:
37 And it yieldeth much increase 

unto the kings whom thou hast set 
over us because of our sins: also they 
have dominion over our bodies, and 
over our cattle, at their pleasure, 
and we are in great distress.
38 And because of all this we make 

a sure covenant, and write it; and 
our princes, Levites, and priests, 
seal unto it.

CHAPTER 10
The people covenant not to marry out-
side of Israel—They also covenant to 
honor the Sabbath, to pay tithes, and 
to keep the commandments.
NOW those that sealed were, Nehem-
iah, the a  Tirshatha, the son of  
Hachaliah, and Zidkijah,
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 17 a Num. 14:4.
  b TG Forgive.
  c 1 Chr. 16:41.
  d TG Anger.
  e TG Kindness.
 18 a Ex. 32:4.
  b Deut. 9:16.

 19 a Jacob 6:4.
 20 a TG Teaching with the 

Spirit.
  b TG Holy Ghost, Source 

of Testimony.
  c Deut. 8:3;  

1 Ne. 17:28;  
Mosiah 7:19.

 23 a Gen. 15:5;  
D&C 132:30; Abr. 2:9.

 25 a Num. 13:27.



661 NEHEMIAH 9:26–10:1

26 Nevertheless they were a disobe-
dient, and b  rebelled against thee, 
and cast thy law behind their backs, 
and c  slew thy prophets which tes-
tified against them to turn them 
to thee, and they wrought great 
provocations.
27 Therefore thou deliveredst them  

into the hand of their a  enemies, 
who b  vexed them: and in the time 
of their c  trouble, when they cried 
unto thee, thou heardest them from 
heaven; and according to thy mani-
fold mercies thou gavest them d  sav-
iours, who saved them out of the 
hand of their enemies.
28 But after they had rest, they 

did evil again before thee: there-
fore leftest thou them in the hand 
of their enemies, so that they had 
the dominion over them: yet when 
they returned, and cried unto thee, 
thou heardest them from heaven; 
and many times didst thou deliver 
them according to thy mercies;
29 And testifiedst against them, 

that thou mightest bring them again 
unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, 
and hearkened not unto thy com-
mandments, but sinned against thy 
judgments, (which if a man do, he 
shall live in them;) and withdrew 
the shoulder, and hardened their 
neck, and would not hear.
30 Yet many years didst thou a  for-

bear them, and b  testifiedst against 
them by thy c spirit in thy d prophets: 
yet would they not give ear: there-
fore gavest thou them into the hand 
of the people of the lands.
31 Nevertheless for thy great mer-

cies’ sake thou didst not utterly 
consume them, nor forsake them; 
for thou art a gracious and a  mer-
ciful God.
32 Now therefore, our God, the 

great, the mighty, and the a  terri-
ble God, who b  keepest covenant 

and mercy, let not all the trouble 
seem little before thee, that hath 
come upon us, on our kings, on our 
princes, and on our priests, and on 
our prophets, and on our fathers, and 
on all thy people, since the time of  
the kings of Assyria unto this day.
33 Howbeit thou art a  just in all 

that is brought upon us; for thou 
hast done right, but we have done 
b  wickedly:
34 Neither have our kings, our 

princes, our priests, nor our fathers, 
kept thy law, nor hearkened unto 
thy commandments and thy testi-
monies, wherewith thou didst tes-
tify against them.
35 For they have not served thee 

in their kingdom, and in thy great 
goodness that thou gavest them, and 
in the large and fat land which thou 
gavest before them, neither turned 
they from their wicked works.
36 Behold, we are servants this 

day, and for the land that thou gav-
est unto our fathers to eat the fruit 
thereof and the good thereof, be-
hold, we are servants in it:
37 And it yieldeth much increase 

unto the kings whom thou hast set 
over us because of our sins: also they 
have dominion over our bodies, and 
over our cattle, at their pleasure, 
and we are in great distress.
38 And because of all this we make 

a sure covenant, and write it; and 
our princes, Levites, and priests, 
seal unto it.

CHAPTER 10
The people covenant not to marry out-
side of Israel—They also covenant to 
honor the Sabbath, to pay tithes, and 
to keep the commandments.
NOW those that sealed were, Nehem-
iah, the a  Tirshatha, the son of  
Hachaliah, and Zidkijah,

 26 a TG Disobedience.
  b TG Rebellion.
  c Hel. 13:24 (24–26).
 27 a Judg. 2:14.
  b Hel. 12:3 (2–3).
  c TG Tribulation.
  d Judg. 3:9.
 30 a TG Forbear.

  b 2 Kgs. 17:13.
  c Acts 7:51.  

TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

  d TG Prophets, Mission of.
 31 a TG God, Mercy of;  

Mercy.
 32 a OR feared (revered) God.

  b Deut. 7:9.
 33 a TG God, Justice of.
  b Mosiah 13:29;  

Alma 46:8;  
D&C 101:8 (7–8).

10 1 a OR governor.



Nehemiah 10-13
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



Nehemiah 10:1-37 - The Israelites Confess Their Sins 

Nehemiah 10:38-11:1-39 - The Agreement of the People 

Nehemiah 11 - The New Residents of Jerusalem 

Nehemiah 12:1-26 - Priests and Levites 

Nehemiah 12:27-47 - Dedication of the Wall of Jerusalem 

Nehemiah 13 - Nehemiah’s Final Reforms



Modesto M. Amistad Jr., 

“Nehemiah was not satis!ed with simply building physical structures; he 
wanted his people to be edi!ed spiritually as well… [and he helped the 
Jews] take control of their lives, land, and destiny as the people of God… 

“He was humble, self-motivated, con!dent in the will of God, willing to take 
the lead, full of faith, fearless, an organizer, obedient, and just…



Modesto M. Amistad Jr., 

“Nehemiah’s story of inspired leadership and mission to rebuild walls and 
lives teaches us of a loving and merciful Father in Heaven. He gave His Only 
Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to atone for the sins of all mankind. His 
Atonement makes our glorious return to Their presence possible. The road 
toward that return may at times be di%cult, but it is very possible only 
because of and through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. 

“The valiance of Nehemiah is an example of what the Lord requires of the 
Latter-day Saints today: the courage to rebuild the lives of His scattered 
people and bring them back into His presence.” 

(Modesto M. Amistad Jr., “Wanted: Modern Nehemiahs,” Ensign, Dec. 2002, 45, 46)


