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Rechab and Baanah his brother 
escaped.
7 For when they came into the 

house, he lay on his bed in his bed-
chamber, and they smote him, and 
slew him, and beheaded him, and 
took his head, and gat them away 
through the plain all night.
8 And they brought the head of 

Ish-bosheth unto David to Hebron, 
and said to the king, Behold the 
head of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul 
thine enemy, which sought thy life; 
and the LORD hath avenged my 
lord the king this day of Saul, and 
of his seed.
9 ¶ And David answered Rechab 

and Baanah his brother, the sons of 
Rimmon the Beerothite, and said 
unto them, As the LORD liveth, who 
hath redeemed my soul out of all 
adversity,
10 When one told me, saying, Be-

hold, a Saul is b dead, thinking to have 
brought good tidings, I took hold of 
him, and slew him in Ziklag, who 
thought that I would have given him 
a reward for his tidings:
11 How much more, when wicked 

men have slain a righteous person 
in his own house upon his bed? 
shall I not therefore now require 
his blood of your hand, and take 
you away from the earth?
12 And David commanded his 

young men, and they slew them, 
and cut off their hands and their 
feet, and hanged them up over the 
pool in Hebron. But they took the 
head of Ish-bosheth, and buried it in 
the sepulchre of Abner in Hebron.

CHAPTER 5
All Israel anoints David king—He takes 
Jerusalem and is blessed of the Lord—
He conquers the Philistines.
THEN came all the tribes of Israel 

to a  David unto Hebron, and spake, 
saying, Behold, we are thy bone 
and thy flesh.
2 Also in time past, when Saul was 

king over us, thou wast he that led-
dest out and broughtest in Israel: 
and the LORD said to thee, Thou 
shalt feed my people Israel, and 
thou shalt be a captain over Israel.
3 So all the elders of Israel came 

to the king to Hebron; and king 
David made a league with them in 
Hebron before the LORD: and they 
a  anointed b  David c  king over Israel.
4 ¶ David was thirty years old 

when he began to a  reign, and he 
b  reigned forty years.
5 In Hebron he reigned over a  Ju-

dah seven years and six months: 
and in Jerusalem he b reigned thirty 
and three years over all Israel and  
Judah.
6 ¶ And the king and his men 

went to Jerusalem unto the a  Jebus-
ites, the inhabitants of the land: 
which spake unto David, saying, 
Except thou take away the blind 
and the lame, thou shalt not come 
in hither: thinking, David cannot 
come in hither.
7 Nevertheless David took the 

strong hold of a  Zion: the same is 
the b  city of David.
8 And David said on that day, 

Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, 
and smiteth the a  Jebusites, and the 
lame and the blind, that are hated 
of David’s soul, he shall be chief and 
captain. Wherefore they said, The 
blind and the lame shall not come 
into the house.
9 So David dwelt in the fort, and 

called it the a  city of David. And  
David built round about from  
b  Millo and inward.
10 And David went on, and grew 

great, and the LORD God of hosts 
was with him.

 10 a 1 Chr. 10:13 (3–14).
  b 2 Sam. 1:14 (13–15).
5 1 a 1 Chr. 11:1 (1–9).
 3 a 1 Chr. 14:8.
  b 2 Sam. 2:4 (3–4);  

1 Chr. 12:23.
  c TG Kings, Earthly.
 4 a 1 Chr. 11:3.

  b 2 Sam. 8:15; 1 Kgs. 2:11;  
1 Chr. 29:27.

 5 a 2 Sam. 2:4.
  b 2 Sam. 2:11; 1 Chr. 3:4.
 6 a Josh. 15:63; Judg. 1:21.
 7 a TG Zion.
  b 1 Kgs. 2:10.
 8 a 1 Chr. 11:4.

 9 a 1 Chr. 11:7.
  b The Hebrew root word 

suggests a fill, terrace, or 
elevation as part of the 
defense bastion.  
1 Kgs. 9:15 (15, 24); 11:27;  
2 Kgs. 12:20;  
2 Chr. 32:5.
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11 ¶ And a Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, and carpenters, and masons: 
and they built David an house.
12 And David perceived that the 

LORD had established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.
13 ¶ And David took him more 

concubines and a  wives out of Je-
rusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet b  sons 
and daughters born to David.
14 And these be the names of those 

that were born unto him in Jeru-
salem; Shammua, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon,
15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and 

Nepheg, and Japhia,
16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and 

Eliphalet.
17 ¶ But when the Philistines 

heard that they had anointed Da-
vid king over Israel, all the Philis-
tines came up to seek David; and 
David heard of it, and went down 
to the a  hold.
18 The Philistines also came and 

spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim.
19 And David inquired of the 

LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will 
doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hand.
20 And David came to a  Baal- 

perazim, and David smote them 
there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the b  breach of wa-
ters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim.
21 And there they left their a  im-

ages, and David and his men b burned 
them.
22 ¶ And the a  Philistines came up 

yet again, and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim.
23 And when David inquired of 

the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hear-

est the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then 
shall the LORD go out before thee, 
to smite the host of the Philistines.
25 And David did so, as the LORD 

had commanded him; and smote 
the a  Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Gazer.

CHAPTER 6
David takes the ark to the city of Da-
vid—Uzzah is smitten for steadying the 
ark and dies—David dances before the 
Lord, causing a breach between him 
and Michal.
AGAIN, David a  gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up 
from thence the a  ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth between 
the b  cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the 

house of Abinadab which was at 
Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the LORD on 
all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on a  harps, and on 

 11 a 1 Kgs. 5:1.
 13 a Deut. 17:17 (14–17);  

Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
3:5 (5–7);  
D&C 132:38 (38–39).

  b 2 Sam. 3:2.
 17 a OR stronghold.

 20 a 1 Chr. 14:11 (10–11);  
Isa. 28:21.

  b OR bursting-forth.
 21 a 1 Chr. 14:12.
  b HEB carried them away.
 22 a 1 Chr. 14:13 (13–16).
 25 a 2 Sam. 8:12.

6 1 a 1 Chr. 13:5.
 2 a 1 Chr. 13:13 (6–14).
  b TG Cherubim.
 5 a Gen. 31:27;  

1 Chr. 15:16;  
Dan. 3:5 (5, 7, 10, 15).
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11 ¶ And a Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, and carpenters, and masons: 
and they built David an house.
12 And David perceived that the 

LORD had established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.
13 ¶ And David took him more 

concubines and a  wives out of Je-
rusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet b  sons 
and daughters born to David.
14 And these be the names of those 

that were born unto him in Jeru-
salem; Shammua, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon,
15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and 

Nepheg, and Japhia,
16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and 

Eliphalet.
17 ¶ But when the Philistines 

heard that they had anointed Da-
vid king over Israel, all the Philis-
tines came up to seek David; and 
David heard of it, and went down 
to the a  hold.
18 The Philistines also came and 

spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim.
19 And David inquired of the 

LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will 
doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hand.
20 And David came to a  Baal- 

perazim, and David smote them 
there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the b  breach of wa-
ters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim.
21 And there they left their a  im-

ages, and David and his men b burned 
them.
22 ¶ And the a  Philistines came up 

yet again, and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim.
23 And when David inquired of 

the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hear-

est the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then 
shall the LORD go out before thee, 
to smite the host of the Philistines.
25 And David did so, as the LORD 

had commanded him; and smote 
the a  Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Gazer.

CHAPTER 6
David takes the ark to the city of Da-
vid—Uzzah is smitten for steadying the 
ark and dies—David dances before the 
Lord, causing a breach between him 
and Michal.
AGAIN, David a  gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up 
from thence the a  ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth between 
the b  cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the 

house of Abinadab which was at 
Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the LORD on 
all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on a  harps, and on 

 11 a 1 Kgs. 5:1.
 13 a Deut. 17:17 (14–17);  

Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
3:5 (5–7);  
D&C 132:38 (38–39).

  b 2 Sam. 3:2.
 17 a OR stronghold.

 20 a 1 Chr. 14:11 (10–11);  
Isa. 28:21.

  b OR bursting-forth.
 21 a 1 Chr. 14:12.
  b HEB carried them away.
 22 a 1 Chr. 14:13 (13–16).
 25 a 2 Sam. 8:12.

6 1 a 1 Chr. 13:5.
 2 a 1 Chr. 13:13 (6–14).
  b TG Cherubim.
 5 a Gen. 31:27;  

1 Chr. 15:16;  
Dan. 3:5 (5, 7, 10, 15).
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11 ¶ And a Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, and carpenters, and masons: 
and they built David an house.
12 And David perceived that the 

LORD had established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.
13 ¶ And David took him more 

concubines and a  wives out of Je-
rusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet b  sons 
and daughters born to David.
14 And these be the names of those 

that were born unto him in Jeru-
salem; Shammua, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon,
15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and 

Nepheg, and Japhia,
16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and 

Eliphalet.
17 ¶ But when the Philistines 

heard that they had anointed Da-
vid king over Israel, all the Philis-
tines came up to seek David; and 
David heard of it, and went down 
to the a  hold.
18 The Philistines also came and 

spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim.
19 And David inquired of the 

LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will 
doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hand.
20 And David came to a  Baal- 

perazim, and David smote them 
there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the b  breach of wa-
ters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim.
21 And there they left their a  im-

ages, and David and his men b burned 
them.
22 ¶ And the a  Philistines came up 

yet again, and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim.
23 And when David inquired of 

the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hear-

est the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then 
shall the LORD go out before thee, 
to smite the host of the Philistines.
25 And David did so, as the LORD 

had commanded him; and smote 
the a  Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Gazer.

CHAPTER 6
David takes the ark to the city of Da-
vid—Uzzah is smitten for steadying the 
ark and dies—David dances before the 
Lord, causing a breach between him 
and Michal.
AGAIN, David a  gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up 
from thence the a  ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth between 
the b  cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the 

house of Abinadab which was at 
Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the LORD on 
all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on a  harps, and on 

 11 a 1 Kgs. 5:1.
 13 a Deut. 17:17 (14–17);  

Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
3:5 (5–7);  
D&C 132:38 (38–39).

  b 2 Sam. 3:2.
 17 a OR stronghold.

 20 a 1 Chr. 14:11 (10–11);  
Isa. 28:21.

  b OR bursting-forth.
 21 a 1 Chr. 14:12.
  b HEB carried them away.
 22 a 1 Chr. 14:13 (13–16).
 25 a 2 Sam. 8:12.

6 1 a 1 Chr. 13:5.
 2 a 1 Chr. 13:13 (6–14).
  b TG Cherubim.
 5 a Gen. 31:27;  

1 Chr. 15:16;  
Dan. 3:5 (5, 7, 10, 15).
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11 ¶ And a Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, and carpenters, and masons: 
and they built David an house.
12 And David perceived that the 

LORD had established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.
13 ¶ And David took him more 

concubines and a  wives out of Je-
rusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet b  sons 
and daughters born to David.
14 And these be the names of those 

that were born unto him in Jeru-
salem; Shammua, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon,
15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and 

Nepheg, and Japhia,
16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and 

Eliphalet.
17 ¶ But when the Philistines 

heard that they had anointed Da-
vid king over Israel, all the Philis-
tines came up to seek David; and 
David heard of it, and went down 
to the a  hold.
18 The Philistines also came and 

spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim.
19 And David inquired of the 

LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will 
doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hand.
20 And David came to a  Baal- 

perazim, and David smote them 
there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the b  breach of wa-
ters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim.
21 And there they left their a  im-

ages, and David and his men b burned 
them.
22 ¶ And the a  Philistines came up 

yet again, and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim.
23 And when David inquired of 

the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hear-

est the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then 
shall the LORD go out before thee, 
to smite the host of the Philistines.
25 And David did so, as the LORD 

had commanded him; and smote 
the a  Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Gazer.

CHAPTER 6
David takes the ark to the city of Da-
vid—Uzzah is smitten for steadying the 
ark and dies—David dances before the 
Lord, causing a breach between him 
and Michal.
AGAIN, David a  gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up 
from thence the a  ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth between 
the b  cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the 

house of Abinadab which was at 
Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the LORD on 
all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on a  harps, and on 

 11 a 1 Kgs. 5:1.
 13 a Deut. 17:17 (14–17);  

Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
3:5 (5–7);  
D&C 132:38 (38–39).

  b 2 Sam. 3:2.
 17 a OR stronghold.

 20 a 1 Chr. 14:11 (10–11);  
Isa. 28:21.

  b OR bursting-forth.
 21 a 1 Chr. 14:12.
  b HEB carried them away.
 22 a 1 Chr. 14:13 (13–16).
 25 a 2 Sam. 8:12.

6 1 a 1 Chr. 13:5.
 2 a 1 Chr. 13:13 (6–14).
  b TG Cherubim.
 5 a Gen. 31:27;  

1 Chr. 15:16;  
Dan. 3:5 (5, 7, 10, 15).
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11 ¶ And a Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, and carpenters, and masons: 
and they built David an house.
12 And David perceived that the 

LORD had established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.
13 ¶ And David took him more 

concubines and a  wives out of Je-
rusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet b  sons 
and daughters born to David.
14 And these be the names of those 

that were born unto him in Jeru-
salem; Shammua, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon,
15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and 

Nepheg, and Japhia,
16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and 

Eliphalet.
17 ¶ But when the Philistines 

heard that they had anointed Da-
vid king over Israel, all the Philis-
tines came up to seek David; and 
David heard of it, and went down 
to the a  hold.
18 The Philistines also came and 

spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim.
19 And David inquired of the 

LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will 
doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hand.
20 And David came to a  Baal- 

perazim, and David smote them 
there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the b  breach of wa-
ters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim.
21 And there they left their a  im-

ages, and David and his men b burned 
them.
22 ¶ And the a  Philistines came up 

yet again, and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim.
23 And when David inquired of 

the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hear-

est the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then 
shall the LORD go out before thee, 
to smite the host of the Philistines.
25 And David did so, as the LORD 

had commanded him; and smote 
the a  Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Gazer.

CHAPTER 6
David takes the ark to the city of Da-
vid—Uzzah is smitten for steadying the 
ark and dies—David dances before the 
Lord, causing a breach between him 
and Michal.
AGAIN, David a  gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up 
from thence the a  ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth between 
the b  cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the 

house of Abinadab which was at 
Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the LORD on 
all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on a  harps, and on 

 11 a 1 Kgs. 5:1.
 13 a Deut. 17:17 (14–17);  

Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
3:5 (5–7);  
D&C 132:38 (38–39).

  b 2 Sam. 3:2.
 17 a OR stronghold.

 20 a 1 Chr. 14:11 (10–11);  
Isa. 28:21.

  b OR bursting-forth.
 21 a 1 Chr. 14:12.
  b HEB carried them away.
 22 a 1 Chr. 14:13 (13–16).
 25 a 2 Sam. 8:12.

6 1 a 1 Chr. 13:5.
 2 a 1 Chr. 13:13 (6–14).
  b TG Cherubim.
 5 a Gen. 31:27;  

1 Chr. 15:16;  
Dan. 3:5 (5, 7, 10, 15).
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psalteries, and on timbrels, and on 
cornets, and on cymbals.
6 ¶ And when they came to Na-

chon’s threshingfloor, Uzzah put 
forth his hand to the a ark of God, and  
took hold of it; for the oxen shook it.
7 And the anger of the LORD was 

kindled against a  Uzzah; and God 
b  smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God.
8 And David was displeased, be-

cause the LORD had made a breach 
upon Uzzah: and he called the name 
of the place a Perez-uzzah to this day.
9 And David was afraid of the 

LORD that day, and said, How shall 
the ark of the LORD come to me?
10 So David would not remove the 

ark of the LORD unto him into the 
city of David: but David carried it 
aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite.
11 And the ark of the LORD con-

tinued in the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite three months: and the 
LORD blessed Obed-edom, and all 
his household.
12 ¶ And it was told king David, 

saying, The LORD hath blessed the 
house of Obed-edom, and all that 
pertaineth unto him, because of the 
a  ark of God. So David went and 
brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom into the city 
of David with gladness.
13 And it was so, that when they 

that bare the ark of the LORD had 
gone six paces, he a  sacrificed oxen 
and fatlings.
14 And David a  danced before the 

LORD with all his might; and David 
was girded with a linen ephod.
15 So David and all the house of 

Israel brought up the ark of the 
LORD with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet.
16 And as the ark of the LORD came 

into the city of David, Michal Saul’s 
daughter looked through a window, 
and saw king David leaping and 
dancing before the LORD; and she 
despised him in her heart.
17 ¶ And they brought in the a  ark 

of the LORD, and set it in his place, 
in the midst of the tabernacle that 
David had pitched for it: and David 
offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the LORD.
18 And as soon as David had made 

an end of offering burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, he a  blessed 
the people in the name of the LORD 
of hosts.
19 And he dealt among all the peo-

ple, even among the whole multitude 
of Israel, as well to the women as  
men, to every one a cake of bread, 
and a good piece of flesh, and a  a 
flagon of wine. So all the people 
departed every one to his house.
20 ¶ Then David returned to a bless 

his household. And b  Michal the 
daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David, and said, How glorious was 
the king of Israel to day, who c  un-
covered himself to day in the eyes 
of the handmaids of his servants, 
as one of the vain fellows shame-
lessly uncovereth himself!
21 And David said unto Michal, It 

was before the LORD, which chose 
me before thy father, and before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler 
over the people of the LORD, over 
Israel: therefore will I play before 
the LORD.
22 And I will yet be more vile 

than thus, and will be base in mine 
own sight: and of the maidservants 
which thou hast spoken of, of them 
shall I be had in honour.
23 Therefore Michal the daughter 

of Saul had no child unto the day 
of her death.

 6 a D&C 85:8.
 7 a 1 Chr. 15:2.
  b Num. 1:51;  

1 Sam. 6:19.
 8 a IE Breach of Uzzah.
 12 a TG Ark of the  

Covenant.

 13 a 1 Chr. 15:26 (25–28).
 14 a D&C 136:28.
 17 a 1 Kgs. 3:15.
 18 a 1 Kgs. 8:14 (14–15);  

1 Chr. 16:2.
 19 a HEB (perhaps) a 

raisin-cake.

 20 a 1 Chr. 16:43.
  b 1 Sam. 14:49.
  c IE In his joyful dancing, 

more of his body was 
exposed than she 
believed proper.
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11 ¶ And a Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, and carpenters, and masons: 
and they built David an house.
12 And David perceived that the 

LORD had established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.
13 ¶ And David took him more 

concubines and a  wives out of Je-
rusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet b  sons 
and daughters born to David.
14 And these be the names of those 

that were born unto him in Jeru-
salem; Shammua, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon,
15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and 

Nepheg, and Japhia,
16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and 

Eliphalet.
17 ¶ But when the Philistines 

heard that they had anointed Da-
vid king over Israel, all the Philis-
tines came up to seek David; and 
David heard of it, and went down 
to the a  hold.
18 The Philistines also came and 

spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim.
19 And David inquired of the 

LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will 
doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hand.
20 And David came to a  Baal- 

perazim, and David smote them 
there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the b  breach of wa-
ters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim.
21 And there they left their a  im-

ages, and David and his men b burned 
them.
22 ¶ And the a  Philistines came up 

yet again, and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim.
23 And when David inquired of 

the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hear-

est the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then 
shall the LORD go out before thee, 
to smite the host of the Philistines.
25 And David did so, as the LORD 

had commanded him; and smote 
the a  Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Gazer.

CHAPTER 6
David takes the ark to the city of Da-
vid—Uzzah is smitten for steadying the 
ark and dies—David dances before the 
Lord, causing a breach between him 
and Michal.
AGAIN, David a  gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up 
from thence the a  ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth between 
the b  cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the 

house of Abinadab which was at 
Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the LORD on 
all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on a  harps, and on 

 11 a 1 Kgs. 5:1.
 13 a Deut. 17:17 (14–17);  

Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
3:5 (5–7);  
D&C 132:38 (38–39).

  b 2 Sam. 3:2.
 17 a OR stronghold.

 20 a 1 Chr. 14:11 (10–11);  
Isa. 28:21.

  b OR bursting-forth.
 21 a 1 Chr. 14:12.
  b HEB carried them away.
 22 a 1 Chr. 14:13 (13–16).
 25 a 2 Sam. 8:12.

6 1 a 1 Chr. 13:5.
 2 a 1 Chr. 13:13 (6–14).
  b TG Cherubim.
 5 a Gen. 31:27;  

1 Chr. 15:16;  
Dan. 3:5 (5, 7, 10, 15).
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psalteries, and on timbrels, and on 
cornets, and on cymbals.
6 ¶ And when they came to Na-

chon’s threshingfloor, Uzzah put 
forth his hand to the a ark of God, and  
took hold of it; for the oxen shook it.
7 And the anger of the LORD was 

kindled against a  Uzzah; and God 
b  smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God.
8 And David was displeased, be-

cause the LORD had made a breach 
upon Uzzah: and he called the name 
of the place a Perez-uzzah to this day.
9 And David was afraid of the 

LORD that day, and said, How shall 
the ark of the LORD come to me?
10 So David would not remove the 

ark of the LORD unto him into the 
city of David: but David carried it 
aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite.
11 And the ark of the LORD con-

tinued in the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite three months: and the 
LORD blessed Obed-edom, and all 
his household.
12 ¶ And it was told king David, 

saying, The LORD hath blessed the 
house of Obed-edom, and all that 
pertaineth unto him, because of the 
a  ark of God. So David went and 
brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom into the city 
of David with gladness.
13 And it was so, that when they 

that bare the ark of the LORD had 
gone six paces, he a  sacrificed oxen 
and fatlings.
14 And David a  danced before the 

LORD with all his might; and David 
was girded with a linen ephod.
15 So David and all the house of 

Israel brought up the ark of the 
LORD with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet.
16 And as the ark of the LORD came 

into the city of David, Michal Saul’s 
daughter looked through a window, 
and saw king David leaping and 
dancing before the LORD; and she 
despised him in her heart.
17 ¶ And they brought in the a  ark 

of the LORD, and set it in his place, 
in the midst of the tabernacle that 
David had pitched for it: and David 
offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the LORD.
18 And as soon as David had made 

an end of offering burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, he a  blessed 
the people in the name of the LORD 
of hosts.
19 And he dealt among all the peo-

ple, even among the whole multitude 
of Israel, as well to the women as  
men, to every one a cake of bread, 
and a good piece of flesh, and a  a 
flagon of wine. So all the people 
departed every one to his house.
20 ¶ Then David returned to a bless 

his household. And b  Michal the 
daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David, and said, How glorious was 
the king of Israel to day, who c  un-
covered himself to day in the eyes 
of the handmaids of his servants, 
as one of the vain fellows shame-
lessly uncovereth himself!
21 And David said unto Michal, It 

was before the LORD, which chose 
me before thy father, and before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler 
over the people of the LORD, over 
Israel: therefore will I play before 
the LORD.
22 And I will yet be more vile 

than thus, and will be base in mine 
own sight: and of the maidservants 
which thou hast spoken of, of them 
shall I be had in honour.
23 Therefore Michal the daughter 

of Saul had no child unto the day 
of her death.

 6 a D&C 85:8.
 7 a 1 Chr. 15:2.
  b Num. 1:51;  

1 Sam. 6:19.
 8 a IE Breach of Uzzah.
 12 a TG Ark of the  

Covenant.

 13 a 1 Chr. 15:26 (25–28).
 14 a D&C 136:28.
 17 a 1 Kgs. 3:15.
 18 a 1 Kgs. 8:14 (14–15);  

1 Chr. 16:2.
 19 a HEB (perhaps) a 

raisin-cake.

 20 a 1 Chr. 16:43.
  b 1 Sam. 14:49.
  c IE In his joyful dancing, 

more of his body was 
exposed than she 
believed proper.



Old Testament Institute Manual 

The ark of the covenant was a sacred vessel that housed some of the 
holiest objects in Israel’s history. To touch the ark or its contents was 
strictly forbidden by the Lord. Only authorized Levites, and they only 
under certain speci!ed conditions, could handle the sacred 
instruments (see Numbers 4:15). Uzzah may have exhibited some bold 
presumption when he sought to touch that which God had forbidden 
to be touched. Even if Uzzah’s intention was simply to keep the ark 
from falling, it should be remembered that God was fully capable of 
steadying His own ark had He wished to do so. While much of the story 
is not known, it is an excellent example that the commands of God are 
sacred and must be observed precisely as the Lord decreed.



Neal A. Maxwell 

“Some may reason that [Uzzah] 
w a s o n l y t r y i n g — t h o u g h 
mistakenly—to help out. But given 
the numerous times the Lord had 
saved and spared Israel, including 
the high dramas of the Red Sea 
and of the manna from heaven, 
surely He [the Lord] knew how to 
keep the ark in balance!”  

(Neal A. Maxwell, Meek and Lowly [1987], 15).



David O. McKay 

“It is a little dangerous for us to go out of our own sphere and try 
unauthoritatively to direct the e#orts of a brother. You remember the 
case of Uzzah who stretched forth his hand to steady the ark. He 
seemed justi!ed when the oxen stumbled in putting forth his hand to 
steady that symbol of the covenant. We today think his punishment 
was very severe. Be that as it may, the incident conveys a lesson of life. 
Let us look around us and see how quickly men who attempt 
unauthoritatively to steady the ark die spiritually. Their souls become 
embittered, their minds distorted, their judgment faulty, and their 
spirit depressed. Such is the pitiable condition of men who, neglecting 
their own responsibilities, spend their time in !nding fault with others”  
(David O. McKay, in Conference Report, Apr. 1936, 60).
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11 ¶ And a Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, and carpenters, and masons: 
and they built David an house.
12 And David perceived that the 

LORD had established him king over 
Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for his people Israel’s sake.
13 ¶ And David took him more 

concubines and a  wives out of Je-
rusalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet b  sons 
and daughters born to David.
14 And these be the names of those 

that were born unto him in Jeru-
salem; Shammua, and Shobab, and 
Nathan, and Solomon,
15 Ibhar also, and Elishua, and 

Nepheg, and Japhia,
16 And Elishama, and Eliada, and 

Eliphalet.
17 ¶ But when the Philistines 

heard that they had anointed Da-
vid king over Israel, all the Philis-
tines came up to seek David; and 
David heard of it, and went down 
to the a  hold.
18 The Philistines also came and 

spread themselves in the valley of 
Rephaim.
19 And David inquired of the 

LORD, saying, Shall I go up to the 
Philistines? wilt thou deliver them 
into mine hand? And the LORD 
said unto David, Go up: for I will 
doubtless deliver the Philistines 
into thine hand.
20 And David came to a  Baal- 

perazim, and David smote them 
there, and said, The LORD hath 
broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the b  breach of wa-
ters. Therefore he called the name 
of that place Baal-perazim.
21 And there they left their a  im-

ages, and David and his men b burned 
them.
22 ¶ And the a  Philistines came up 

yet again, and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim.
23 And when David inquired of 

the LORD, he said, Thou shalt not 
go up; but fetch a compass behind 
them, and come upon them over 
against the mulberry trees.
24 And let it be, when thou hear-

est the sound of a going in the tops 
of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou shalt bestir thyself: for then 
shall the LORD go out before thee, 
to smite the host of the Philistines.
25 And David did so, as the LORD 

had commanded him; and smote 
the a  Philistines from Geba until 
thou come to Gazer.

CHAPTER 6
David takes the ark to the city of Da-
vid—Uzzah is smitten for steadying the 
ark and dies—David dances before the 
Lord, causing a breach between him 
and Michal.
AGAIN, David a  gathered together 
all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand.
2 And David arose, and went with 

all the people that were with him 
from Baale of Judah, to bring up 
from thence the a  ark of God, whose 
name is called by the name of the 
LORD of hosts that dwelleth between 
the b  cherubims.
3 And they set the ark of God upon 

a new cart, and brought it out of 
the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the 
sons of Abinadab, drave the new cart.
4 And they brought it out of the 

house of Abinadab which was at 
Gibeah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark.
5 And David and all the house of 

Israel played before the LORD on 
all manner of instruments made of 
fir wood, even on a  harps, and on 

 11 a 1 Kgs. 5:1.
 13 a Deut. 17:17 (14–17);  

Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
3:5 (5–7);  
D&C 132:38 (38–39).

  b 2 Sam. 3:2.
 17 a OR stronghold.

 20 a 1 Chr. 14:11 (10–11);  
Isa. 28:21.

  b OR bursting-forth.
 21 a 1 Chr. 14:12.
  b HEB carried them away.
 22 a 1 Chr. 14:13 (13–16).
 25 a 2 Sam. 8:12.

6 1 a 1 Chr. 13:5.
 2 a 1 Chr. 13:13 (6–14).
  b TG Cherubim.
 5 a Gen. 31:27;  

1 Chr. 15:16;  
Dan. 3:5 (5, 7, 10, 15).
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psalteries, and on timbrels, and on 
cornets, and on cymbals.
6 ¶ And when they came to Na-

chon’s threshingfloor, Uzzah put 
forth his hand to the a ark of God, and  
took hold of it; for the oxen shook it.
7 And the anger of the LORD was 

kindled against a  Uzzah; and God 
b  smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God.
8 And David was displeased, be-

cause the LORD had made a breach 
upon Uzzah: and he called the name 
of the place a Perez-uzzah to this day.
9 And David was afraid of the 

LORD that day, and said, How shall 
the ark of the LORD come to me?
10 So David would not remove the 

ark of the LORD unto him into the 
city of David: but David carried it 
aside into the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite.
11 And the ark of the LORD con-

tinued in the house of Obed-edom 
the Gittite three months: and the 
LORD blessed Obed-edom, and all 
his household.
12 ¶ And it was told king David, 

saying, The LORD hath blessed the 
house of Obed-edom, and all that 
pertaineth unto him, because of the 
a  ark of God. So David went and 
brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom into the city 
of David with gladness.
13 And it was so, that when they 

that bare the ark of the LORD had 
gone six paces, he a  sacrificed oxen 
and fatlings.
14 And David a  danced before the 

LORD with all his might; and David 
was girded with a linen ephod.
15 So David and all the house of 

Israel brought up the ark of the 
LORD with shouting, and with the 
sound of the trumpet.
16 And as the ark of the LORD came 

into the city of David, Michal Saul’s 
daughter looked through a window, 
and saw king David leaping and 
dancing before the LORD; and she 
despised him in her heart.
17 ¶ And they brought in the a  ark 

of the LORD, and set it in his place, 
in the midst of the tabernacle that 
David had pitched for it: and David 
offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings before the LORD.
18 And as soon as David had made 

an end of offering burnt offerings 
and peace offerings, he a  blessed 
the people in the name of the LORD 
of hosts.
19 And he dealt among all the peo-

ple, even among the whole multitude 
of Israel, as well to the women as  
men, to every one a cake of bread, 
and a good piece of flesh, and a  a 
flagon of wine. So all the people 
departed every one to his house.
20 ¶ Then David returned to a bless 

his household. And b  Michal the 
daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David, and said, How glorious was 
the king of Israel to day, who c  un-
covered himself to day in the eyes 
of the handmaids of his servants, 
as one of the vain fellows shame-
lessly uncovereth himself!
21 And David said unto Michal, It 

was before the LORD, which chose 
me before thy father, and before 
all his house, to appoint me ruler 
over the people of the LORD, over 
Israel: therefore will I play before 
the LORD.
22 And I will yet be more vile 

than thus, and will be base in mine 
own sight: and of the maidservants 
which thou hast spoken of, of them 
shall I be had in honour.
23 Therefore Michal the daughter 

of Saul had no child unto the day 
of her death.

 6 a D&C 85:8.
 7 a 1 Chr. 15:2.
  b Num. 1:51;  

1 Sam. 6:19.
 8 a IE Breach of Uzzah.
 12 a TG Ark of the  

Covenant.

 13 a 1 Chr. 15:26 (25–28).
 14 a D&C 136:28.
 17 a 1 Kgs. 3:15.
 18 a 1 Kgs. 8:14 (14–15);  

1 Chr. 16:2.
 19 a HEB (perhaps) a 

raisin-cake.

 20 a 1 Chr. 16:43.
  b 1 Sam. 14:49.
  c IE In his joyful dancing, 

more of his body was 
exposed than she 
believed proper.
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Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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CHAPTER 7
David offers to build a house for the 
Lord—The Lord, through Nathan, says 
He has not asked David to do so—The 
Lord will establish David’s house and 
kingdom forever—David offers a prayer 
of thanksgiving.
AND it came to pass, when the king 
sat in his house, and the LORD had 
given him a  rest round about from 
all his enemies;
2 That the king said unto Nathan 

the prophet, See now, I dwell in an 
house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwelleth within a  curtains.
3 And Nathan said to the king, Go, 

do all that is in thine a  heart; for the 
LORD is with thee.
4 ¶ And it came to pass that night, 

that the word of the LORD came 
unto a  Nathan, saying,
5 Go and tell my servant David, 

Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou 
build me an a  house for me to dwell 
in?
6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any 

house since the time that I brought 
up the children of Israel out of 
Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.
7 In all the places wherein I have 

walked with all the children of Israel 
spake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Israel, whom I commanded to 
feed my people Israel, saying, Why  
build ye not me an a house of cedar?
8 Now therefore so shalt thou say 

unto my servant David, Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts, I took thee from 
the a  sheepcote, from following the 
sheep, to be ruler over my people, 
over Israel:
9 And I was with thee whitherso-

ever thou wentest, and have cut off 
all thine enemies out of thy sight, 
and have made thee a great name, 

like unto the name of the great men 
that are in the earth.
10 Moreover I will appoint a place 

for my people Israel, and will plant 
them, that they may dwell in a 
place of their own, and move no 
more; neither shall the children of 
wickedness afflict them any more, 
as beforetime,
11 And as since the time that I 

commanded a  judges to be over my 
people Israel, and have caused thee 
to b rest from all thine enemies. Also 
the LORD telleth thee that he will 
make thee an c  house.
12 ¶ And when thy days be ful-

filled, and thou shalt sleep with 
thy fathers, I will set up thy a  seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out 
of thy bowels, and I will establish 
his kingdom.
13 He shall a  build an house for 

my name, and I will b  stablish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever.
14 I will be his a father, and he shall 

be my b  son. If he commit iniquity, 
I will c  chasten him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men:
15 But my mercy shall not depart 

away from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away before thee.
16 And thine a house and thy king-

dom shall be established for ever 
before thee: thy b  throne shall be 
established for ever.
17 According to all these words, and 

according to all this vision, so did  
Nathan speak unto David.
18 ¶ Then went king David in, and 

sat before the LORD, and he said, 
Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what 
is my house, that thou hast brought 
me hitherto?
19 And this was yet a small thing 

in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou 
hast spoken also of thy servant’s  

7 1 a 2 Sam. 7:11.
 2 a 2 Sam. 11:11.
 3 a 1 Chr. 22:7.
 4 a 2 Sam. 12:1.
 5 a TG Temple.
 7 a 1 Chr. 17:6.
 8 a IE sheepfold.
 11 a Judg. 2:16 (14–16).
  b 2 Sam. 7:1.

  c Ex. 1:21 (15–22);  
1 Sam. 2:35 (35–36).

 12 a 1 Kgs. 2:4; 8:19 (19–20);  
2 Chr. 23:3.

 13 a 1 Kgs. 6:12; 8:13.
  b TG Jesus Christ, Davidic 

Descent of.
 14 a Heb. 1:5.
  b Mosiah 5:7;  

27:25 (24–26);  
Moses 6:68 (64–68).

  c Ps. 89:32 (30–33);  
D&C 95:1 (1–2);  
101:4 (4–5).

 16 a 2 Kgs. 8:19 (18–19).
  b 1 Kgs. 9:5;  

Luke 1:33;  
John 12:34.
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house for a great while to come. And is  
this the manner of man, O Lord GOD?
20 And what can David say more 

unto thee? for thou, Lord GOD, 
a  knowest thy servant.
21 For thy word’s sake, and accord-

ing to thine own heart, hast thou 
done all these a great things, to make 
thy servant know them.
22 Wherefore thou art great, O 

LORD God: for there is none a  like 
thee, neither is there any God beside 
thee, according to all that we have 
heard with our ears.
23 And what one a  nation in the 

earth is like thy people, even like 
Israel, whom God went to redeem 
for a people to himself, and to make 
him a name, and to do for you great 
things and terrible, for thy land, 
before thy people, which thou re-
deemedst to thee from Egypt, from 
the nations and their gods?
24 For thou hast a confirmed to thy-

self thy people b  Israel to be a people 
unto thee for ever: and thou, LORD, 
art become their God.
25 And now, O LORD God, the word 

that thou hast spoken concerning 
thy servant, and concerning his 
house, a  establish it for ever, and do 
as thou hast said.
26 And let thy name be magnified 

for ever, saying, The LORD of hosts 
is the God over Israel: and let the 
house of thy servant David be es-
tablished before thee.
27 For thou, O LORD of hosts, God 

of Israel, hast revealed to thy ser-
vant, saying, I will build thee an 
house: therefore hath thy servant 
found in his heart to pray this 
prayer unto thee.
28 And now, O Lord GOD, thou art 

that God, and thy words be a  true, 
and thou hast promised this good-
ness unto thy servant:

29 Therefore now let it please 
thee to bless the house of thy ser-
vant, that it may continue for ever 
before thee: for thou, O Lord GOD, 
hast spoken it: and with thy bless-
ing let the house of thy servant be 
blessed for ever.

CHAPTER 8
David defeats and subjects many na-
tions—The Lord is with him—He exe-
cutes judgment and justice unto all 
his people.
AND after this it came to pass, that 
David a  smote the Philistines, and 
subdued them: and David took 
Metheg-ammah out of the hand of 
the Philistines.
2 And he smote a  Moab, and b  mea-

sured them with a line, casting them 
down to the ground; even with two 
lines measured he to put to death, 
and with one full line to keep alive. 
And so the c Moabites became David’s 
servants, and brought gifts.
3 ¶ David smote also Hadadezer, 

the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, 
as he went to recover his border at 
the river Euphrates.
4 And David took from him a thou-

sand chariots, and seven hundred 
horsemen, and twenty thousand 
footmen: and David houghed all 
the chariot horses, but reserved of 
them for an hundred chariots.
5 And when the a Syrians of Damas-

cus came to succour Hadadezer king 
of Zobah, David slew of the Syrians 
two and twenty thousand men.
6 Then David put garrisons in Syria 

of Damascus: and the Syrians be-
came servants to David, and brought 
gifts. And the LORD preserved Da-
vid whithersoever he went.
7 And David took the a  shields  

of gold that were on the servants of  

 20 a Ps. 139:1 (1–4);  
Morm. 6:22;  
D&C 6:16.

 21 a 1 Chr. 17:19.
 22 a Ex. 8:10 (8–10); 15:11;  

1 Kgs. 8:23.
 23 a Deut. 4:7; 1 Kgs. 3:8;  

2 Ne. 29:8; Alma 9:20;  
Abr. 2:9.

 24 a Jacob 6:4.
  b D&C 38:33.
 25 a Ps. 119:38.
 28 a John 17:17; 2 Ne. 31:15;  

Alma 38:9; Ether 4:12;  
D&C 20:11; 66:11.

8 1 a 1 Chr. 18:1 (1–17).
 2 a Num. 24:17.
  b IE He apparently 

determined their size 
and put the taller, 
stronger to death.

  c 2 Kgs. 1:1; 3:5.
 5 a HEB Aram; i.e., 

Arameans. They were 
later called “Syrians” by 
Greek peoples.

 7 a 2 Kgs. 11:10.
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CHAPTER 7
David offers to build a house for the 
Lord—The Lord, through Nathan, says 
He has not asked David to do so—The 
Lord will establish David’s house and 
kingdom forever—David offers a prayer 
of thanksgiving.
AND it came to pass, when the king 
sat in his house, and the LORD had 
given him a  rest round about from 
all his enemies;
2 That the king said unto Nathan 

the prophet, See now, I dwell in an 
house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwelleth within a  curtains.
3 And Nathan said to the king, Go, 

do all that is in thine a  heart; for the 
LORD is with thee.
4 ¶ And it came to pass that night, 

that the word of the LORD came 
unto a  Nathan, saying,
5 Go and tell my servant David, 

Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou 
build me an a  house for me to dwell 
in?
6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any 

house since the time that I brought 
up the children of Israel out of 
Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.
7 In all the places wherein I have 

walked with all the children of Israel 
spake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Israel, whom I commanded to 
feed my people Israel, saying, Why  
build ye not me an a house of cedar?
8 Now therefore so shalt thou say 

unto my servant David, Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts, I took thee from 
the a  sheepcote, from following the 
sheep, to be ruler over my people, 
over Israel:
9 And I was with thee whitherso-

ever thou wentest, and have cut off 
all thine enemies out of thy sight, 
and have made thee a great name, 

like unto the name of the great men 
that are in the earth.
10 Moreover I will appoint a place 

for my people Israel, and will plant 
them, that they may dwell in a 
place of their own, and move no 
more; neither shall the children of 
wickedness afflict them any more, 
as beforetime,
11 And as since the time that I 

commanded a  judges to be over my 
people Israel, and have caused thee 
to b rest from all thine enemies. Also 
the LORD telleth thee that he will 
make thee an c  house.
12 ¶ And when thy days be ful-

filled, and thou shalt sleep with 
thy fathers, I will set up thy a  seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out 
of thy bowels, and I will establish 
his kingdom.
13 He shall a  build an house for 

my name, and I will b  stablish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever.
14 I will be his a father, and he shall 

be my b  son. If he commit iniquity, 
I will c  chasten him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men:
15 But my mercy shall not depart 

away from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away before thee.
16 And thine a house and thy king-

dom shall be established for ever 
before thee: thy b  throne shall be 
established for ever.
17 According to all these words, and 

according to all this vision, so did  
Nathan speak unto David.
18 ¶ Then went king David in, and 

sat before the LORD, and he said, 
Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what 
is my house, that thou hast brought 
me hitherto?
19 And this was yet a small thing 

in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou 
hast spoken also of thy servant’s  

7 1 a 2 Sam. 7:11.
 2 a 2 Sam. 11:11.
 3 a 1 Chr. 22:7.
 4 a 2 Sam. 12:1.
 5 a TG Temple.
 7 a 1 Chr. 17:6.
 8 a IE sheepfold.
 11 a Judg. 2:16 (14–16).
  b 2 Sam. 7:1.

  c Ex. 1:21 (15–22);  
1 Sam. 2:35 (35–36).

 12 a 1 Kgs. 2:4; 8:19 (19–20);  
2 Chr. 23:3.

 13 a 1 Kgs. 6:12; 8:13.
  b TG Jesus Christ, Davidic 

Descent of.
 14 a Heb. 1:5.
  b Mosiah 5:7;  

27:25 (24–26);  
Moses 6:68 (64–68).

  c Ps. 89:32 (30–33);  
D&C 95:1 (1–2);  
101:4 (4–5).

 16 a 2 Kgs. 8:19 (18–19).
  b 1 Kgs. 9:5;  

Luke 1:33;  
John 12:34.
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CHAPTER 7
David offers to build a house for the 
Lord—The Lord, through Nathan, says 
He has not asked David to do so—The 
Lord will establish David’s house and 
kingdom forever—David offers a prayer 
of thanksgiving.
AND it came to pass, when the king 
sat in his house, and the LORD had 
given him a  rest round about from 
all his enemies;
2 That the king said unto Nathan 

the prophet, See now, I dwell in an 
house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwelleth within a  curtains.
3 And Nathan said to the king, Go, 

do all that is in thine a  heart; for the 
LORD is with thee.
4 ¶ And it came to pass that night, 

that the word of the LORD came 
unto a  Nathan, saying,
5 Go and tell my servant David, 

Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou 
build me an a  house for me to dwell 
in?
6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any 

house since the time that I brought 
up the children of Israel out of 
Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.
7 In all the places wherein I have 

walked with all the children of Israel 
spake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Israel, whom I commanded to 
feed my people Israel, saying, Why  
build ye not me an a house of cedar?
8 Now therefore so shalt thou say 

unto my servant David, Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts, I took thee from 
the a  sheepcote, from following the 
sheep, to be ruler over my people, 
over Israel:
9 And I was with thee whitherso-

ever thou wentest, and have cut off 
all thine enemies out of thy sight, 
and have made thee a great name, 

like unto the name of the great men 
that are in the earth.
10 Moreover I will appoint a place 

for my people Israel, and will plant 
them, that they may dwell in a 
place of their own, and move no 
more; neither shall the children of 
wickedness afflict them any more, 
as beforetime,
11 And as since the time that I 

commanded a  judges to be over my 
people Israel, and have caused thee 
to b rest from all thine enemies. Also 
the LORD telleth thee that he will 
make thee an c  house.
12 ¶ And when thy days be ful-

filled, and thou shalt sleep with 
thy fathers, I will set up thy a  seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out 
of thy bowels, and I will establish 
his kingdom.
13 He shall a  build an house for 

my name, and I will b  stablish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever.
14 I will be his a father, and he shall 

be my b  son. If he commit iniquity, 
I will c  chasten him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men:
15 But my mercy shall not depart 

away from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away before thee.
16 And thine a house and thy king-

dom shall be established for ever 
before thee: thy b  throne shall be 
established for ever.
17 According to all these words, and 

according to all this vision, so did  
Nathan speak unto David.
18 ¶ Then went king David in, and 

sat before the LORD, and he said, 
Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what 
is my house, that thou hast brought 
me hitherto?
19 And this was yet a small thing 

in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou 
hast spoken also of thy servant’s  

7 1 a 2 Sam. 7:11.
 2 a 2 Sam. 11:11.
 3 a 1 Chr. 22:7.
 4 a 2 Sam. 12:1.
 5 a TG Temple.
 7 a 1 Chr. 17:6.
 8 a IE sheepfold.
 11 a Judg. 2:16 (14–16).
  b 2 Sam. 7:1.

  c Ex. 1:21 (15–22);  
1 Sam. 2:35 (35–36).

 12 a 1 Kgs. 2:4; 8:19 (19–20);  
2 Chr. 23:3.

 13 a 1 Kgs. 6:12; 8:13.
  b TG Jesus Christ, Davidic 

Descent of.
 14 a Heb. 1:5.
  b Mosiah 5:7;  

27:25 (24–26);  
Moses 6:68 (64–68).

  c Ps. 89:32 (30–33);  
D&C 95:1 (1–2);  
101:4 (4–5).

 16 a 2 Kgs. 8:19 (18–19).
  b 1 Kgs. 9:5;  

Luke 1:33;  
John 12:34.

1 Chronicles 22:8 - David 
speaking to Solomon… 
8  B u t t h e w o r d o f 
the  Lord  came to me, 
saying, Thou hast shed 
blood abundantly, and 
hast made great wars: thou 
shalt not build an house 
unto my name, because 
thou hast shed much blood 
upon the earth in my sight.
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CHAPTER 7
David offers to build a house for the 
Lord—The Lord, through Nathan, says 
He has not asked David to do so—The 
Lord will establish David’s house and 
kingdom forever—David offers a prayer 
of thanksgiving.
AND it came to pass, when the king 
sat in his house, and the LORD had 
given him a  rest round about from 
all his enemies;
2 That the king said unto Nathan 

the prophet, See now, I dwell in an 
house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwelleth within a  curtains.
3 And Nathan said to the king, Go, 

do all that is in thine a  heart; for the 
LORD is with thee.
4 ¶ And it came to pass that night, 

that the word of the LORD came 
unto a  Nathan, saying,
5 Go and tell my servant David, 

Thus saith the LORD, Shalt thou 
build me an a  house for me to dwell 
in?
6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any 

house since the time that I brought 
up the children of Israel out of 
Egypt, even to this day, but have 
walked in a tent and in a tabernacle.
7 In all the places wherein I have 

walked with all the children of Israel 
spake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Israel, whom I commanded to 
feed my people Israel, saying, Why  
build ye not me an a house of cedar?
8 Now therefore so shalt thou say 

unto my servant David, Thus saith 
the LORD of hosts, I took thee from 
the a  sheepcote, from following the 
sheep, to be ruler over my people, 
over Israel:
9 And I was with thee whitherso-

ever thou wentest, and have cut off 
all thine enemies out of thy sight, 
and have made thee a great name, 

like unto the name of the great men 
that are in the earth.
10 Moreover I will appoint a place 

for my people Israel, and will plant 
them, that they may dwell in a 
place of their own, and move no 
more; neither shall the children of 
wickedness afflict them any more, 
as beforetime,
11 And as since the time that I 

commanded a  judges to be over my 
people Israel, and have caused thee 
to b rest from all thine enemies. Also 
the LORD telleth thee that he will 
make thee an c  house.
12 ¶ And when thy days be ful-

filled, and thou shalt sleep with 
thy fathers, I will set up thy a  seed 
after thee, which shall proceed out 
of thy bowels, and I will establish 
his kingdom.
13 He shall a  build an house for 

my name, and I will b  stablish the 
throne of his kingdom for ever.
14 I will be his a father, and he shall 

be my b  son. If he commit iniquity, 
I will c  chasten him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the 
children of men:
15 But my mercy shall not depart 

away from him, as I took it from 
Saul, whom I put away before thee.
16 And thine a house and thy king-

dom shall be established for ever 
before thee: thy b  throne shall be 
established for ever.
17 According to all these words, and 

according to all this vision, so did  
Nathan speak unto David.
18 ¶ Then went king David in, and 

sat before the LORD, and he said, 
Who am I, O Lord GOD? and what 
is my house, that thou hast brought 
me hitherto?
19 And this was yet a small thing 

in thy sight, O Lord GOD; but thou 
hast spoken also of thy servant’s  

7 1 a 2 Sam. 7:11.
 2 a 2 Sam. 11:11.
 3 a 1 Chr. 22:7.
 4 a 2 Sam. 12:1.
 5 a TG Temple.
 7 a 1 Chr. 17:6.
 8 a IE sheepfold.
 11 a Judg. 2:16 (14–16).
  b 2 Sam. 7:1.

  c Ex. 1:21 (15–22);  
1 Sam. 2:35 (35–36).

 12 a 1 Kgs. 2:4; 8:19 (19–20);  
2 Chr. 23:3.

 13 a 1 Kgs. 6:12; 8:13.
  b TG Jesus Christ, Davidic 

Descent of.
 14 a Heb. 1:5.
  b Mosiah 5:7;  

27:25 (24–26);  
Moses 6:68 (64–68).

  c Ps. 89:32 (30–33);  
D&C 95:1 (1–2);  
101:4 (4–5).

 16 a 2 Kgs. 8:19 (18–19).
  b 1 Kgs. 9:5;  

Luke 1:33;  
John 12:34.
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house for a great while to come. And is  
this the manner of man, O Lord GOD?
20 And what can David say more 

unto thee? for thou, Lord GOD, 
a  knowest thy servant.
21 For thy word’s sake, and accord-

ing to thine own heart, hast thou 
done all these a great things, to make 
thy servant know them.
22 Wherefore thou art great, O 

LORD God: for there is none a  like 
thee, neither is there any God beside 
thee, according to all that we have 
heard with our ears.
23 And what one a  nation in the 

earth is like thy people, even like 
Israel, whom God went to redeem 
for a people to himself, and to make 
him a name, and to do for you great 
things and terrible, for thy land, 
before thy people, which thou re-
deemedst to thee from Egypt, from 
the nations and their gods?
24 For thou hast a confirmed to thy-

self thy people b  Israel to be a people 
unto thee for ever: and thou, LORD, 
art become their God.
25 And now, O LORD God, the word 

that thou hast spoken concerning 
thy servant, and concerning his 
house, a  establish it for ever, and do 
as thou hast said.
26 And let thy name be magnified 

for ever, saying, The LORD of hosts 
is the God over Israel: and let the 
house of thy servant David be es-
tablished before thee.
27 For thou, O LORD of hosts, God 

of Israel, hast revealed to thy ser-
vant, saying, I will build thee an 
house: therefore hath thy servant 
found in his heart to pray this 
prayer unto thee.
28 And now, O Lord GOD, thou art 

that God, and thy words be a  true, 
and thou hast promised this good-
ness unto thy servant:

29 Therefore now let it please 
thee to bless the house of thy ser-
vant, that it may continue for ever 
before thee: for thou, O Lord GOD, 
hast spoken it: and with thy bless-
ing let the house of thy servant be 
blessed for ever.

CHAPTER 8
David defeats and subjects many na-
tions—The Lord is with him—He exe-
cutes judgment and justice unto all 
his people.
AND after this it came to pass, that 
David a  smote the Philistines, and 
subdued them: and David took 
Metheg-ammah out of the hand of 
the Philistines.
2 And he smote a  Moab, and b  mea-

sured them with a line, casting them 
down to the ground; even with two 
lines measured he to put to death, 
and with one full line to keep alive. 
And so the c Moabites became David’s 
servants, and brought gifts.
3 ¶ David smote also Hadadezer, 

the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, 
as he went to recover his border at 
the river Euphrates.
4 And David took from him a thou-

sand chariots, and seven hundred 
horsemen, and twenty thousand 
footmen: and David houghed all 
the chariot horses, but reserved of 
them for an hundred chariots.
5 And when the a Syrians of Damas-

cus came to succour Hadadezer king 
of Zobah, David slew of the Syrians 
two and twenty thousand men.
6 Then David put garrisons in Syria 

of Damascus: and the Syrians be-
came servants to David, and brought 
gifts. And the LORD preserved Da-
vid whithersoever he went.
7 And David took the a  shields  

of gold that were on the servants of  

 20 a Ps. 139:1 (1–4);  
Morm. 6:22;  
D&C 6:16.

 21 a 1 Chr. 17:19.
 22 a Ex. 8:10 (8–10); 15:11;  

1 Kgs. 8:23.
 23 a Deut. 4:7; 1 Kgs. 3:8;  

2 Ne. 29:8; Alma 9:20;  
Abr. 2:9.

 24 a Jacob 6:4.
  b D&C 38:33.
 25 a Ps. 119:38.
 28 a John 17:17; 2 Ne. 31:15;  

Alma 38:9; Ether 4:12;  
D&C 20:11; 66:11.

8 1 a 1 Chr. 18:1 (1–17).
 2 a Num. 24:17.
  b IE He apparently 

determined their size 
and put the taller, 
stronger to death.

  c 2 Kgs. 1:1; 3:5.
 5 a HEB Aram; i.e., 

Arameans. They were 
later called “Syrians” by 
Greek peoples.

 7 a 2 Kgs. 11:10.
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2 Samuel 8:1-14 - David's Victories 

2 Samuel 8:15-18 - David's O$cials 

2 Samuel 9 - David's Kindness to Mephibosheth 

2 Samuel 10 - David Defeats Ammon and Syria

“Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my 
table, as one of the king’s sons” (2 Samuel 9:12).



David’s Might Men - 1 Samuel 23; 1 Chronicles 12



David’s Might Men - 1 Samuel 23; 1 Chronicles 12

“The exploits recorded here were probably taken from various times in 
David’s life and placed together at this point.” (Institute Manual)

• “They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and the left in 
hurling stones and shooting arrows out of a bow” (1 Chr. 12:2). 

• They were men “!t for the battle, that could handle shield and buckler, whose faces 
were like the faces of lions, and were as swift as the roes upon the mountains” (1 Chr. 
12:8). 

• They were “men that had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to 
do” (1 Chr. 12:32). 

• They were men “which could keep rank: they were not of double heart” (1 Chr. 12:33). 
• “All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to 

make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to 
make David king” (1 Chr. 12:38).



Elder Monte J. Brough 

“One inspiring account tells of three of these mighty men who 
overheard King David long for a drink of water from the well of 
Bethlehem [which, at this time of war, was controlled by the 
Philistines]. Apparently, in Bethlehem at that time was a well of 
particularly refreshing water of which the king wished for a drink. 
The king did not place a demand or order for the water; he simply 
expressed a desire for a taste of the cool, refreshing liquid from the 
Bethlehem well. 

Continued



Elder Monte J. Brough 

“Without command or assignment or even duty, three of the mighty 
men broke through enemy lines, at great personal risk, to travel to 
Bethlehem. They drew water out of the well and returned, again at 
great risk through the enemy lines, to bring the wonderful 
refreshment of Bethlehem water to David. David was so overcome 
by this demonstrated act of personal, unsolicited service that he 
refused to drink the water. He considered the act so brave and 
wonderful that he poured the water upon the ground. The scripture 
says, “He … poured it out unto the Lord” (2 Sam. 23:14–17; see also 1 
Chr. 11:17–19).” 

(Elder Monte J. Brough, “The Modern Mighty of Israel,” GC Oct. 1993), Ensign, November, 1993)



“He … poured it out unto 
the Lord” 

The speci!c use of water is only 
found one other time in the OT 
and that is by Samuel (1 Samuel 
7:6). In that setting he poured out 
water to the Lord as a declaration 
of self-denial as part of a fast for 
Israel to be forgiven of their sins. 
Perhaps David’s action is a 
dedication of the water to God as 
part of repentance and humility.



2 Samuel 11
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 

 14 a 2 Sam. 8:12.
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 2 a TG Covet.
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 3 a HEB Daughter of the 
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light. 1 Kgs. 15:5;  
1 Chr. 11:41.
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
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12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 
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 2 a TG Covet.
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
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2 Chr. 29:25.
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 
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11 1 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 2 a TG Covet.
  b D&C 42:23.
 3 a HEB Daughter of the 

   covenant. 1 Chr. 3:5.
  b HEB Jehovah is my 

light. 1 Kgs. 15:5;  
1 Chr. 11:41.

 4 a D&C 132:39 (38–39).  

TG Sensuality.
 8 a IE a present of a portion 

of food.  
Gen. 43:34.

 11 a 2 Sam. 7:2 (2–6).

4402 SAMUEL 11:12–12:1

in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.

“evening” (KJV, NIV);  
“late afternoon” (ESV); 

“afternoon” (Douay-Rheims Bible)





Sister Linda S. Reeves 

“What are some of [Satan’s] tools? Seductive romance 
novels, TV soap operas, married women and old boyfriends 
connecting on social media…” 

(Sister Linda S. Reeves, “Worthy of Our Promised Blessings,” GC October 2015).
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 

 14 a 2 Sam. 8:12.
11 1 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 2 a TG Covet.
  b D&C 42:23.
 3 a HEB Daughter of the 

   covenant. 1 Chr. 3:5.
  b HEB Jehovah is my 

light. 1 Kgs. 15:5;  
1 Chr. 11:41.

 4 a D&C 132:39 (38–39).  

TG Sensuality.
 8 a IE a present of a portion 

of food.  
Gen. 43:34.

 11 a 2 Sam. 7:2 (2–6).
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.

Eliam - Mighty Man of 
David (2 Sam. 23:34) 
Uriah - Mighty Man of 
David (2 Sam. 23:39)

E l i a m , s o n o f 
Ahithophel, David’s 
advisor (2 Samuel 
23:34; 16:15-17:23).
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 

 14 a 2 Sam. 8:12.
11 1 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 2 a TG Covet.
  b D&C 42:23.
 3 a HEB Daughter of the 

   covenant. 1 Chr. 3:5.
  b HEB Jehovah is my 

light. 1 Kgs. 15:5;  
1 Chr. 11:41.

 4 a D&C 132:39 (38–39).  

TG Sensuality.
 8 a IE a present of a portion 

of food.  
Gen. 43:34.

 11 a 2 Sam. 7:2 (2–6).
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 

 14 a 2 Sam. 8:12.
11 1 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 2 a TG Covet.
  b D&C 42:23.
 3 a HEB Daughter of the 

   covenant. 1 Chr. 3:5.
  b HEB Jehovah is my 

light. 1 Kgs. 15:5;  
1 Chr. 11:41.

 4 a D&C 132:39 (38–39).  

TG Sensuality.
 8 a IE a present of a portion 

of food.  
Gen. 43:34.
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.



Tikva Frymer-Kensky 

There is no evidence to suggest that the washing that was 
happening on the roof was for ceremonial purposes as 
some people claim; it was just a washing. Leviticus 15 
indicates that ceremonial cleansings are done during the 
day and the Bible does not link washing with menstrual 
impurity; only time. 7 days from the start of a woman’s 
period to be clean. No washing required. “Later Rabinical 
tradition will require women to immerse in a ritual pool, 
but that was not a tradition at this time.”  

(Tikva Frymer-Kensky, “Reading the Women of the Bible,” p. 147)



The reason for noting that she was “puri!ed from her 
uncleanness” is that she had just become ceremonially 
clean after the 7 day period of monthly impurity due to 
menstruation (Leviticus 15:19-30). This mention makes it 
clear to the readers that she was not already pregnant by 
her own husband when David slept with her. 

Another possibility is that this puri!cation is a reference to 
Leviticus 15:18, “The woman also with whom man shall lie 
with seed of copulation, they shall both bathe themselves 
in water, and be unclean until the even.” 



Tikva Frymer-Kensky 

“When Bathsheba puri!es herself, she is washing o# the 
impurity that comes with all sexual relations, even licit ones. 
In our verse, the phrase does not refer back to the bath that 
she was taking when she was introduced, but to postcoital 
puri!cation. The verb form (present participle) also implies 
the sequential arrangement: having puri!ed herself, she 
returned home. Of course, the use of the term puri!cation is 
another ironic element in the author's narration: she can 
purify herself from the ordinary pollution of sexual 
intercourse, but the de!lement of illicit sexuality is not so 
easily washed o#.  
Continued



Tikva Frymer-Kensky (continued) 

“The mention of Bathsheba's puri!cation, like the verbs 
that precede it, underline the unhurried, non secretive 
nature of this a#air. There is no rush here. David does not 
send her away abruptly after he has satis!ed himself. And 
she does not hurry o#. If Levitical law can be taken as a 
guide for action in David's time, they may even have 
waited until evening. Their a#air was deliberate, measured, 
slow, and obvious. And most likely, David didn't give it 
another thought.” 

(Tikva Frymer-Kensky, “Reading the Women of the Bible,” p. 147-148)
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 

 14 a 2 Sam. 8:12.
11 1 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 2 a TG Covet.
  b D&C 42:23.
 3 a HEB Daughter of the 

   covenant. 1 Chr. 3:5.
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light. 1 Kgs. 15:5;  
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 4 a D&C 132:39 (38–39).  

TG Sensuality.
 8 a IE a present of a portion 

of food.  
Gen. 43:34.

 11 a 2 Sam. 7:2 (2–6).

4402 SAMUEL 11:12–12:1

in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
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Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 
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 2 a TG Covet.
  b D&C 42:23.
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
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Example of Honor/
Shame culture



Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes 

“David is asking Uriah to let him o# the hook. If Uriah comes home 
and spends one night with his wife, then the baby is “technically” 
Uriah’s, even though everyone knows otherwise. Honor would be 
restored (among the men)... We should note David's concern is not 
whether adultery is objectively right or wrong. He doesn't appear 
to be nursing a guilty conscience. While in our Western culture, a 
guilty conscience can go without being said, in David's culture, 
honor and shame did not need to be stated overtly. The hints and 
innuendos were su$cient. David's concern was not soothing a 
guilty conscience but protecting his honor as king. 

(Richards, E. R. & O’Brien, B. J. (2012). Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes. p. 123).
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
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for the cities of our God: and the 
LORD do that which seemeth him 
good.
13 And Joab drew nigh, and the 

people that were with him, unto the 
battle against the Syrians: and they 
fled before him.
14 And when the children of a Am-

mon saw that the Syrians were fled, 
then fled they also before Abishai, 
and entered into the city. So Joab 
returned from the children of Am-
mon, and came to Jerusalem.
15 ¶ And when the Syrians saw 

that they were smitten before Israel, 
they gathered themselves together.
16 And Hadarezer sent, and brought 

out the Syrians that were beyond the 
river: and they came to Helam; and 
Shobach the captain of the host of 
Hadarezer went before them.
17 And when it was told David, 

he gathered all Israel together, and 
passed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians set them-
selves in array against David, and 
fought with him.
18 And the Syrians fled before 

Israel; and David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syri-
ans, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and smote Shobach the captain of 
their host, who died there.
19 And when all the kings that 

were servants to Hadarezer saw that 
they were smitten before Israel, 
they made peace with Israel, and 
served them. So the Syrians feared 
to help the children of Ammon any  
more.

CHAPTER 11
David lies with Bathsheba, and she 
conceives—He then arranges for the 
death in battle of her husband, Uriah.
AND it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David sent 
a  Joab, and his servants with him, 

and all Israel; and they destroyed 
the children of Ammon, and be-
sieged Rabbah. But David tarried 
still at Jerusalem.
2 ¶ And it came to pass in an eve-

ningtide, that David arose from off 
his bed, and walked upon the roof of 
the king’s house: and from the roof 
he a  saw a woman washing herself; 
and the woman was very beautiful 
to b  look upon.
3 And David sent and inquired 

after the woman. And one said, Is 
not this a  Bath-sheba, the daughter 
of Eliam, the wife of b  Uriah the 
Hittite?
4 And David sent messengers, and 

took her; and she came in unto him, 
and he a  lay with her; for she was 
purified from her uncleanness: and 
she returned unto her house.
5 And the woman conceived, and 

sent and told David, and said, I am 
with child.
6 ¶ And David sent to Joab, saying, 

Send me Uriah the Hittite. And Joab 
sent Uriah to David.
7 And when Uriah was come unto 

him, David demanded of him how 
Joab did, and how the people did, 
and how the war prospered.
8 And David said to Uriah, Go 

down to thy house, and wash thy 
feet. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s house, and there followed 
him a  a mess of meat from the king.
9 But Uriah slept at the door of the 

king’s house with all the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to 
his house.
10 And when they had told David, 

saying, Uriah went not down unto 
his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey ? 
why then didst thou not go down 
unto thine house?
11 And Uriah said unto David, The 

ark, and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
a  tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
servants of my lord, are encamped 

 14 a 2 Sam. 8:12.
11 1 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 2 a TG Covet.
  b D&C 42:23.
 3 a HEB Daughter of the 

   covenant. 1 Chr. 3:5.
  b HEB Jehovah is my 

light. 1 Kgs. 15:5;  
1 Chr. 11:41.

 4 a D&C 132:39 (38–39).  

TG Sensuality.
 8 a IE a present of a portion 

of food.  
Gen. 43:34.

 11 a 2 Sam. 7:2 (2–6).
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.



Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes 

“His response shames David in three ways. First, Uriah notes that 
everyone with one exception was where they were supposed to be: 
in the !eld with the army…The ark and Israel and Judah are 
staying in tents… Even God (symbolized by the ark) was there. 
Everyone was there, that is, but David. Second, Uriah notes the one 
in the !eld commanding the army - doing David's job - was Joab, 
not David. This was all the more poignant because Uriah was a paid 
Soldier, a Hittite mercenary. He had less reason to !ght for Israel 
than David had. Lastly, Uriah indicates to David he knows exactly 
what David wants [for him to lie with his wife] and will not 
cooperate.” 

(Richards, E. R. & O’Brien, B. J. (2012). Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes. p. 124).
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Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes 

“Although David had acted appropriately according to the broader 
cultural standards of his day, God held him to higher moral standards. 
Even so, God worked through the honor/shame system to bring David to 
repentance. The culture of David's day didn't have a way to bring up the 
matter. We Westerners might assume that God's spirit would eventually 
convicted David's inner heart. That's because Westerners are introspective. 
We respond to internal pressure. But David doesn't appear to be 
experiencing any inner pressure. No matter; God is not stymied by culture. 
God had introduced another element into ancient near Eastern culture: a 
prophet. Instead of a voice whispering to his heart, a prophet shouted at 
his face. Either way, God speaks. Since David's culture used shame to bring 
about conformity, God used shame to bring David to repentance.” 

(Richards, E. R. & O’Brien, B. J. (2012). Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes. p. 126).
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2 The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him.
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he 
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

a fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 ¶ And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I a anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into thy  
bosom, and gave thee the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou a  despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to 
do evil in his sight? thou hast b killed 
c  Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his d  wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from thine house; be-

cause thou hast a  despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up a  evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I 

will a  do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have a sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD 
also b  hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to a  blas-
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die.
15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto 

his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick.
16 David therefore besought God for 

the child; and David a fasted, and went 
in, and lay all night upon the earth.
17 And the elders of his house 

arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth: but he would not, 
neither did he eat bread with them.
18 And it came to pass on the sev-

enth day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead: for 
they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead?
19 But when David saw that his ser-

vants whispered, David perceived  

 6 a Ex. 22:1;  
Luke 19:8.

 7 a TG Anointing.
 9 a Num. 15:31 (30–31);  

2 Ne. 15:24;  
D&C 3:7.

  b 2 Sam. 11:15 (15–17);  
2 Ne. 9:35; Alma 39:6;  
D&C 42:18.

  c D&C 132:39 (38–39).
  d 2 Sam. 11:27.

 10 a Mosiah 14:3;  
15:26 (26–27).

 11 a 2 Sam. 11:27 (1–27);  
15:2 (1–14);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18).

 12 a 2 Sam. 16:22.
 13 a Gen. 39:9;  

1 Sam. 15:24; Ps. 51:4.  
TG Sin.

  b HEB hath caused to pass;  

i.e., he was not 
punished immediately 
by death; but he did not 
escape punishment. See 
D&C 132:39.  
JST 2 Sam. 12:13 . . . hath 
not put away thy sin 
that thou shalt not die. 
2 Ne. 9:35.

 14 a Alma 39:11 (3–11).
 16 a TG Fast, Fasting.

4422 SAMUEL 12:20–13:6

that the child was dead: therefore 
David said unto his servants, Is 
the child dead? And they said, He 
is dead.
20 Then David arose from the 

earth, and washed, and anointed 
himself, and changed his a  apparel, 
and came into the house of the 
LORD, and worshipped: then he 
came to his own house; and when 
he required, they set bread before 
him, and he did eat.
21 Then said his servants unto 

him, What thing is this that thou 
hast done? thou didst a fast and weep 
for the child, while it was alive; but 
when the child was dead, thou didst 
rise and eat bread.
22 And he said, While the child 

was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for 
I said, Who can tell whether GOD will 
be gracious to me, that the child 
may live?
23 But now he is dead, wherefore 

should I fast? can I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me.
24 ¶ And David a  comforted Bath-

sheba his wife, and went in unto 
her, and lay with her: and she bare 
a son, and he called his name b  Solo-
mon: and the LORD loved him.
25 And he sent by the hand of 

Nathan the prophet; and he called 
his name Jedidiah, because of the  
LORD.
26 ¶ And a  Joab fought against  

Rabbah of the children of Ammon, 
and took the royal city.
27 And Joab sent messengers to Da-

vid, and said, I have fought against 
Rabbah, and have taken the city 
of waters.
28 Now therefore gather the rest 

of the people together, and encamp 
against the city, and take it: lest I 
take the city, and it be called after 
my name.
29 And David gathered all the peo-

ple together, and went to Rabbah, 
and fought against it, and took it.

30 And he took their king’s a crown 
from off his head, the weight 
whereof was a talent of gold with 
the precious stones: and it was set 
on David’s head. And he brought 
forth the spoil of the city in great 
abundance.
31 And he brought forth the peo-

ple that were therein, and put them 
under a  saws, and under harrows of 
iron, and under axes of iron, and 
made them pass through the brick-
kiln: and thus did he unto all the 
cities of the children of Ammon. So 
David and all the people returned 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 13
Amnon desires Tamar, his sister, 
and forces her—He is slain by Ab-
salom’s command—Absalom flees to  
Geshur.
AND it came to pass after this, that 
a Absalom the son of David had a fair 
sister, whose name was b Tamar; and 
Amnon the son of David loved her.
2 And Amnon was so vexed, that 

he fell sick for his sister Tamar; 
for she was a virgin; and Amnon 
thought it hard for him to do any 
thing to her.
3 But Amnon had a friend, whose 

name was a  Jonadab, the son of 
Shimeah David’s brother: and Jona-
dab was a very subtil man.
4 And he said unto him, Why 

art thou, being the king’s son, lean 
from day to day ? wilt thou not tell 
me? And Amnon said unto him, I 
love a  Tamar, my brother Absalom’s  
sister.
5 And Jonadab said unto him, Lay 

thee down on thy bed, and make 
thyself sick: and when thy father 
cometh to see thee, say unto him, I 
pray thee, let my sister Tamar come, 
and give me meat, and dress the 
meat in my sight, that I may see it, 
and eat it at her hand.
6 ¶ So Amnon lay down, and made 

 20 a TG Apparel.
 21 a TG Fast, Fasting.
 24 a 1 Kgs. 1:17.
  b 1 Chr. 22:9;  

Matt. 1:6.
 26 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 30 a Ps. 21:3.
 31 a 1 Chr. 20:3.

13 1 a 2 Sam. 3:3 (2–3).
  b 1 Chr. 3:9.
 3 a 2 Sam. 13:32.
 4 a D&C 63:16.
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in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.



441 2 SAMUEL 12:2–19

2 The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him.
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he 
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

a fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 ¶ And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I a anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into thy  
bosom, and gave thee the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou a  despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to 
do evil in his sight? thou hast b killed 
c  Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his d  wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from thine house; be-

cause thou hast a  despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up a  evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I 

will a  do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have a sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD 
also b  hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to a  blas-
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die.
15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto 

his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick.
16 David therefore besought God for 

the child; and David a fasted, and went 
in, and lay all night upon the earth.
17 And the elders of his house 

arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth: but he would not, 
neither did he eat bread with them.
18 And it came to pass on the sev-

enth day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead: for 
they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead?
19 But when David saw that his ser-

vants whispered, David perceived  

 6 a Ex. 22:1;  
Luke 19:8.

 7 a TG Anointing.
 9 a Num. 15:31 (30–31);  

2 Ne. 15:24;  
D&C 3:7.

  b 2 Sam. 11:15 (15–17);  
2 Ne. 9:35; Alma 39:6;  
D&C 42:18.

  c D&C 132:39 (38–39).
  d 2 Sam. 11:27.

 10 a Mosiah 14:3;  
15:26 (26–27).

 11 a 2 Sam. 11:27 (1–27);  
15:2 (1–14);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18).

 12 a 2 Sam. 16:22.
 13 a Gen. 39:9;  

1 Sam. 15:24; Ps. 51:4.  
TG Sin.

  b HEB hath caused to pass;  

i.e., he was not 
punished immediately 
by death; but he did not 
escape punishment. See 
D&C 132:39.  
JST 2 Sam. 12:13 . . . hath 
not put away thy sin 
that thou shalt not die. 
2 Ne. 9:35.

 14 a Alma 39:11 (3–11).
 16 a TG Fast, Fasting.

4402 SAMUEL 11:12–12:1

in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to drink, 
and to lie with my wife? as thou 
livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will 
not do this thing.
12 And David said to Uriah, Tarry 

here to day also, and to morrow I 
will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day, and the  
morrow.
13 And when David had called 

him, he did eat and drink before 
him; and he made him drunk: and 
at even he went out to lie on his 
bed with the servants of his lord, 
but went not down to his house.
14 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

morning, that David wrote a letter 
to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 
Uriah.
15 And he wrote in the letter, say-

ing, Set ye Uriah in the forefront 
of the hottest battle, and retire ye 
from him, that he may be a  smitten, 
and die.
16 And it came to pass, when Joab 

observed the city, that he assigned 
Uriah unto a place where he knew 
that valiant men were.
17 And the men of the city went 

out, and fought with Joab: and 
there fell some of the people of the 
servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also.
18 ¶ Then Joab sent and told David 

all the things concerning the war;
19 And charged the messenger, 

saying, When thou hast made an 
end of telling the matters of the 
war unto the king,
20 And if so be that the king’s 

a  wrath arise, and he say unto thee, 
Wherefore approached ye so nigh 
unto the city when ye did fight? 
knew ye not that they would shoot 
from the wall?
21 Who smote a  Abimelech the son 

of Jerubbesheth? did not a woman 
cast a piece of a millstone upon 

him from the wall, that he died in 
Thebez? why went ye nigh the wall? 
then say thou, Thy servant Uriah 
the Hittite is dead also.
22 ¶ So the messenger went, and 

came and shewed David all that 
Joab had sent him for.
23 And the messenger said unto 

David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto us into 
the field, and we were upon them 
even unto the entering of the gate.
24 And the shooters shot from off 

the wall upon thy servants; and 
some of the king’s servants be dead, 
and thy servant Uriah the Hittite 
is dead also.
25 Then David said unto the mes-

senger, Thus shalt thou say unto 
Joab, Let not this thing displease 
thee, for the sword devoureth one 
as well as another: make thy bat-
tle more strong against the city, 
and overthrow it: and encourage 
thou him.
26 ¶ And when the wife of Uriah 

heard that Uriah her husband was 
dead, she mourned for her husband.
27 And when the mourning was 

past, David sent and fetched her to 
his house, and she became his a wife, 
and bare him a son. But the thing 
that David had done b  displeased 
the LORD.

CHAPTER 12
Nathan tells David the parable of the 
ewe lamb—The Lord gave many wives 
to David, who is now cursed for taking 
Bathsheba—David fasts and prays for 
his son, but the Lord takes him—Solo-
mon is born—David conquers the royal 
city of the Ammonites.
AND the LORD sent a  Nathan unto 
David. And he came unto him, and 
said unto him, There were two men 
in one city; the one rich, and the 
other poor.

 15 a 2 Sam. 12:9.
 20 a Joab had not followed 

the king’s plan (see 
v. 15) but sent Uriah 
and his men right up to 
the city gate and wall. 

He feared David might 
be angry because so 
many were killed with 
Uriah.

 21 a Judg. 9:53 (1–57).
 27 a 2 Sam. 12:9.

  b 2 Sam. 12:11 (1–25);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18);  
D&C 132:39.

12 1 a 2 Sam. 7:4 (2–17);  
2 Chr. 29:25.



441 2 SAMUEL 12:2–19

2 The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him.
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he 
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

a fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 ¶ And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I a anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into thy  
bosom, and gave thee the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou a  despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to 
do evil in his sight? thou hast b killed 
c  Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his d  wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from thine house; be-

cause thou hast a  despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up a  evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I 

will a  do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have a sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD 
also b  hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to a  blas-
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die.
15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto 

his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick.
16 David therefore besought God for 

the child; and David a fasted, and went 
in, and lay all night upon the earth.
17 And the elders of his house 

arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth: but he would not, 
neither did he eat bread with them.
18 And it came to pass on the sev-

enth day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead: for 
they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead?
19 But when David saw that his ser-

vants whispered, David perceived  

 6 a Ex. 22:1;  
Luke 19:8.

 7 a TG Anointing.
 9 a Num. 15:31 (30–31);  

2 Ne. 15:24;  
D&C 3:7.

  b 2 Sam. 11:15 (15–17);  
2 Ne. 9:35; Alma 39:6;  
D&C 42:18.

  c D&C 132:39 (38–39).
  d 2 Sam. 11:27.

 10 a Mosiah 14:3;  
15:26 (26–27).

 11 a 2 Sam. 11:27 (1–27);  
15:2 (1–14);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18).

 12 a 2 Sam. 16:22.
 13 a Gen. 39:9;  

1 Sam. 15:24; Ps. 51:4.  
TG Sin.

  b HEB hath caused to pass;  

i.e., he was not 
punished immediately 
by death; but he did not 
escape punishment. See 
D&C 132:39.  
JST 2 Sam. 12:13 . . . hath 
not put away thy sin 
that thou shalt not die. 
2 Ne. 9:35.

 14 a Alma 39:11 (3–11).
 16 a TG Fast, Fasting.



441 2 SAMUEL 12:2–19

2 The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him.
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he 
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

a fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 ¶ And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I a anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into thy  
bosom, and gave thee the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou a  despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to 
do evil in his sight? thou hast b killed 
c  Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his d  wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from thine house; be-

cause thou hast a  despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up a  evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I 

will a  do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have a sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD 
also b  hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to a  blas-
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die.
15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto 

his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick.
16 David therefore besought God for 

the child; and David a fasted, and went 
in, and lay all night upon the earth.
17 And the elders of his house 

arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth: but he would not, 
neither did he eat bread with them.
18 And it came to pass on the sev-

enth day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead: for 
they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead?
19 But when David saw that his ser-

vants whispered, David perceived  

 6 a Ex. 22:1;  
Luke 19:8.

 7 a TG Anointing.
 9 a Num. 15:31 (30–31);  

2 Ne. 15:24;  
D&C 3:7.

  b 2 Sam. 11:15 (15–17);  
2 Ne. 9:35; Alma 39:6;  
D&C 42:18.

  c D&C 132:39 (38–39).
  d 2 Sam. 11:27.

 10 a Mosiah 14:3;  
15:26 (26–27).

 11 a 2 Sam. 11:27 (1–27);  
15:2 (1–14);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18).

 12 a 2 Sam. 16:22.
 13 a Gen. 39:9;  

1 Sam. 15:24; Ps. 51:4.  
TG Sin.

  b HEB hath caused to pass;  

i.e., he was not 
punished immediately 
by death; but he did not 
escape punishment. See 
D&C 132:39.  
JST 2 Sam. 12:13 . . . hath 
not put away thy sin 
that thou shalt not die. 
2 Ne. 9:35.

 14 a Alma 39:11 (3–11).
 16 a TG Fast, Fasting.



441 2 SAMUEL 12:2–19

2 The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him.
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he 
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

a fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 ¶ And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I a anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into thy  
bosom, and gave thee the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou a  despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to 
do evil in his sight? thou hast b killed 
c  Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his d  wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from thine house; be-

cause thou hast a  despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up a  evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I 

will a  do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have a sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD 
also b  hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to a  blas-
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die.
15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto 

his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick.
16 David therefore besought God for 

the child; and David a fasted, and went 
in, and lay all night upon the earth.
17 And the elders of his house 

arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth: but he would not, 
neither did he eat bread with them.
18 And it came to pass on the sev-

enth day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead: for 
they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead?
19 But when David saw that his ser-

vants whispered, David perceived  

 6 a Ex. 22:1;  
Luke 19:8.

 7 a TG Anointing.
 9 a Num. 15:31 (30–31);  

2 Ne. 15:24;  
D&C 3:7.

  b 2 Sam. 11:15 (15–17);  
2 Ne. 9:35; Alma 39:6;  
D&C 42:18.

  c D&C 132:39 (38–39).
  d 2 Sam. 11:27.

 10 a Mosiah 14:3;  
15:26 (26–27).

 11 a 2 Sam. 11:27 (1–27);  
15:2 (1–14);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18).

 12 a 2 Sam. 16:22.
 13 a Gen. 39:9;  

1 Sam. 15:24; Ps. 51:4.  
TG Sin.

  b HEB hath caused to pass;  

i.e., he was not 
punished immediately 
by death; but he did not 
escape punishment. See 
D&C 132:39.  
JST 2 Sam. 12:13 . . . hath 
not put away thy sin 
that thou shalt not die. 
2 Ne. 9:35.

 14 a Alma 39:11 (3–11).
 16 a TG Fast, Fasting.

Institute Manual 

“The child born of [David and 
Bathsheba’s] illicit union did not 
live, but there is no reason to look 
upon that as ‘punishment’ of the 
child for the sins of the parents. 
Removal from this earth by the 
hand of the Lord must come at 
one time or another and can be a 
blessing to an individual, brought 
about for his best interest at 
whatever time the Lord sees it to 
be optimum”



Richard G. Scott 

“It is a fundamental truth that through the Atonement 
of Jesus Christ we can be cleansed. We can become 
virtuous and pure. However, sometimes our poor 
choices leave us with long-term consequences. One of 
the vital steps to complete repentance is to bear the 
short- and long-term consequences of our past sins”  

(Richard G. Scott, “Personal Strength through the Atonement of Jesus Christ,” 
GC October 2013,  Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2013, 82–83).



441 2 SAMUEL 12:2–19

2 The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him.
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he 
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

a fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 ¶ And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I a anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into thy  
bosom, and gave thee the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou a  despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to 
do evil in his sight? thou hast b killed 
c  Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his d  wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from thine house; be-

cause thou hast a  despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up a  evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I 

will a  do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have a sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD 
also b  hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to a  blas-
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die.
15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto 

his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick.
16 David therefore besought God for 

the child; and David a fasted, and went 
in, and lay all night upon the earth.
17 And the elders of his house 

arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth: but he would not, 
neither did he eat bread with them.
18 And it came to pass on the sev-

enth day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead: for 
they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead?
19 But when David saw that his ser-

vants whispered, David perceived  

 6 a Ex. 22:1;  
Luke 19:8.

 7 a TG Anointing.
 9 a Num. 15:31 (30–31);  

2 Ne. 15:24;  
D&C 3:7.

  b 2 Sam. 11:15 (15–17);  
2 Ne. 9:35; Alma 39:6;  
D&C 42:18.

  c D&C 132:39 (38–39).
  d 2 Sam. 11:27.

 10 a Mosiah 14:3;  
15:26 (26–27).

 11 a 2 Sam. 11:27 (1–27);  
15:2 (1–14);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18).

 12 a 2 Sam. 16:22.
 13 a Gen. 39:9;  

1 Sam. 15:24; Ps. 51:4.  
TG Sin.

  b HEB hath caused to pass;  

i.e., he was not 
punished immediately 
by death; but he did not 
escape punishment. See 
D&C 132:39.  
JST 2 Sam. 12:13 . . . hath 
not put away thy sin 
that thou shalt not die. 
2 Ne. 9:35.

 14 a Alma 39:11 (3–11).
 16 a TG Fast, Fasting.

Footnote 13b 

David will not be punished 
by death, but he has not 
escaped punishment. The 
Joseph Smith Translation 
(not included in our edition 
of the scriptures) reads: “The 
Lord also hath not put away 
thy sin”.
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441 2 SAMUEL 12:2–19

2 The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds:
3 But the poor man had nothing, 

save one little ewe lamb, which he 
had bought and nourished up: and 
it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his 
own meat, and drank of his own 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was 
unto him as a daughter.
4 And there came a traveller unto 

the rich man, and he spared to take 
of his own flock and of his own 
herd, to dress for the wayfaring man 
that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him.
5 And David’s anger was greatly 

kindled against the man; and he 
said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, 
the man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die:
6 And he shall restore the lamb 

a fourfold, because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity.
7 ¶ And Nathan said to David, 

Thou art the man. Thus saith the 
LORD God of Israel, I a anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee 
out of the hand of Saul;
8 And I gave thee thy master’s 

house, and thy master’s wives into thy  
bosom, and gave thee the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover have 
given unto thee such and such things.
9 Wherefore hast thou a  despised 

the commandment of the LORD, to 
do evil in his sight? thou hast b killed 
c  Uriah the Hittite with the sword, 
and hast taken his d  wife to be thy 
wife, and hast slain him with the 
sword of the children of Ammon.
10 Now therefore the sword shall 

never depart from thine house; be-

cause thou hast a  despised me, and 
hast taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be thy wife.
11 Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I 

will raise up a  evil against thee out 
of thine own house, and I will take 
thy wives before thine eyes, and 
give them unto thy neighbour, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.
12 For thou didst it secretly: but I 

will a  do this thing before all Israel, 
and before the sun.
13 And David said unto Nathan, I 

have a sinned against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David, The LORD 
also b  hath put away thy sin; thou 
shalt not die.
14 Howbeit, because by this deed 

thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the LORD to a  blas-
pheme, the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die.
15 ¶ And Nathan departed unto 

his house. And the LORD struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very sick.
16 David therefore besought God for 

the child; and David a fasted, and went 
in, and lay all night upon the earth.
17 And the elders of his house 

arose, and went to him, to raise him 
up from the earth: but he would not, 
neither did he eat bread with them.
18 And it came to pass on the sev-

enth day, that the child died. And 
the servants of David feared to tell 
him that the child was dead: for 
they said, Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spake unto him, 
and he would not hearken unto our 
voice: how will he then vex himself, 
if we tell him that the child is dead?
19 But when David saw that his ser-

vants whispered, David perceived  

 6 a Ex. 22:1;  
Luke 19:8.

 7 a TG Anointing.
 9 a Num. 15:31 (30–31);  

2 Ne. 15:24;  
D&C 3:7.

  b 2 Sam. 11:15 (15–17);  
2 Ne. 9:35; Alma 39:6;  
D&C 42:18.

  c D&C 132:39 (38–39).
  d 2 Sam. 11:27.

 10 a Mosiah 14:3;  
15:26 (26–27).

 11 a 2 Sam. 11:27 (1–27);  
15:2 (1–14);  
1 Chr. 21:8 (1–8);  
Ps. 88:14 (6–8, 14–18).

 12 a 2 Sam. 16:22.
 13 a Gen. 39:9;  

1 Sam. 15:24; Ps. 51:4.  
TG Sin.

  b HEB hath caused to pass;  

i.e., he was not 
punished immediately 
by death; but he did not 
escape punishment. See 
D&C 132:39.  
JST 2 Sam. 12:13 . . . hath 
not put away thy sin 
that thou shalt not die. 
2 Ne. 9:35.

 14 a Alma 39:11 (3–11).
 16 a TG Fast, Fasting.

4422 SAMUEL 12:20–13:6

that the child was dead: therefore 
David said unto his servants, Is 
the child dead? And they said, He 
is dead.
20 Then David arose from the 

earth, and washed, and anointed 
himself, and changed his a  apparel, 
and came into the house of the 
LORD, and worshipped: then he 
came to his own house; and when 
he required, they set bread before 
him, and he did eat.
21 Then said his servants unto 

him, What thing is this that thou 
hast done? thou didst a fast and weep 
for the child, while it was alive; but 
when the child was dead, thou didst 
rise and eat bread.
22 And he said, While the child 

was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for 
I said, Who can tell whether GOD will 
be gracious to me, that the child 
may live?
23 But now he is dead, wherefore 

should I fast? can I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me.
24 ¶ And David a  comforted Bath-

sheba his wife, and went in unto 
her, and lay with her: and she bare 
a son, and he called his name b  Solo-
mon: and the LORD loved him.
25 And he sent by the hand of 

Nathan the prophet; and he called 
his name Jedidiah, because of the  
LORD.
26 ¶ And a  Joab fought against  

Rabbah of the children of Ammon, 
and took the royal city.
27 And Joab sent messengers to Da-

vid, and said, I have fought against 
Rabbah, and have taken the city 
of waters.
28 Now therefore gather the rest 

of the people together, and encamp 
against the city, and take it: lest I 
take the city, and it be called after 
my name.
29 And David gathered all the peo-

ple together, and went to Rabbah, 
and fought against it, and took it.

30 And he took their king’s a crown 
from off his head, the weight 
whereof was a talent of gold with 
the precious stones: and it was set 
on David’s head. And he brought 
forth the spoil of the city in great 
abundance.
31 And he brought forth the peo-

ple that were therein, and put them 
under a  saws, and under harrows of 
iron, and under axes of iron, and 
made them pass through the brick-
kiln: and thus did he unto all the 
cities of the children of Ammon. So 
David and all the people returned 
unto Jerusalem.

CHAPTER 13
Amnon desires Tamar, his sister, 
and forces her—He is slain by Ab-
salom’s command—Absalom flees to  
Geshur.
AND it came to pass after this, that 
a Absalom the son of David had a fair 
sister, whose name was b Tamar; and 
Amnon the son of David loved her.
2 And Amnon was so vexed, that 

he fell sick for his sister Tamar; 
for she was a virgin; and Amnon 
thought it hard for him to do any 
thing to her.
3 But Amnon had a friend, whose 

name was a  Jonadab, the son of 
Shimeah David’s brother: and Jona-
dab was a very subtil man.
4 And he said unto him, Why 

art thou, being the king’s son, lean 
from day to day ? wilt thou not tell 
me? And Amnon said unto him, I 
love a  Tamar, my brother Absalom’s  
sister.
5 And Jonadab said unto him, Lay 

thee down on thy bed, and make 
thyself sick: and when thy father 
cometh to see thee, say unto him, I 
pray thee, let my sister Tamar come, 
and give me meat, and dress the 
meat in my sight, that I may see it, 
and eat it at her hand.
6 ¶ So Amnon lay down, and made 

 20 a TG Apparel.
 21 a TG Fast, Fasting.
 24 a 1 Kgs. 1:17.
  b 1 Chr. 22:9;  

Matt. 1:6.
 26 a 1 Chr. 20:1.
 30 a Ps. 21:3.
 31 a 1 Chr. 20:3.

13 1 a 2 Sam. 3:3 (2–3).
  b 1 Chr. 3:9.
 3 a 2 Sam. 13:32.
 4 a D&C 63:16.



2 Samuel 13-24
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



2 Samuel 13:1-22 - Amnon and the Rape of Tamar 

2 Samuel 13:23-33 - Absalom Murders Amnon 

2 Samuel 13:34-39 - Absalom Flees to Geshur

2 Samuel 13:28–29 
28 ¶ Now Absalom had commanded his servants, saying, Mark ye now when 
Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon; 
then kill him, fear not: have not I commanded you? be courageous, and be 
valiant. 
29 And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Absalom had 
commanded. Then all the king’s sons arose, and every man gat him up upon 
his mule, and %ed.



Lynn G. Robbins 

“A cunning part of [Satan’s] strategy is to dissociate anger from agency, 
making us believe that we are victims of an emotion that we cannot 
control. We hear, ‘I lost my temper.’ Losing one’s temper is an interesting 
choice of words that has become a widely used idiom. To ‘lose something’ 
implies ‘not meaning to,’ ‘accidental,’ ‘involuntary,’ ‘not responsible’—
careless perhaps but ‘not responsible.’ 

“‘He made me mad.’ This is another phrase we hear, also implying lack of 
control or agency. This is a myth that must be debunked. No one makes us 
mad. Others don’t make us angry. There is no force involved. Becoming 
angry is a conscious choice, a decision; therefore, we can make the choice 
not to become angry. We choose!

Continued



Lynn G. Robbins 

“To those who say, ‘But I can’t help myself,’ author William Wilbanks 
responds: ‘Nonsense.’ 

“‘Aggression, … suppressing the anger, talking about it, screaming and 
yelling,’ are all learned strategies in dealing with anger. ‘We choose the one 
that has proved e#ective for us in the past. Ever notice how seldom we 
lose control when frustrated by our boss, but how often we do when 
annoyed by friends or family?’ (‘The New Obscenity,’ Reader’s Digest, Dec. 
1988, 24; emphasis added)”  

(Lynn G. Robbins, “Agency and Anger,” GC April 1998, Ensign, May 1998, 80).



2 Samuel 14 - Absalom Returns to Jerusalem

2 Samuel 14:25-27 
25 ¶ But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised as Absalom for 
his beauty: from the sole of his foot even to the crown of his head there 
was no blemish in him. 
26 And when he polled his head, [gave him a haircut] (for it was at every 
year’s end that he polled it: because the hair was heavy on him, therefore 
he polled it:) he weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels after 
the king’s weight. 
27 And unto Absalom there were born three sons, and one daughter, 
whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of a fair countenance.



2 Samuel 15:1-12 - Absalom's Conspiracy 

2 Samuel 15:13-37 - David Flees Jerusalem 

2 Samuel 16:1-4 - David and Ziba 

2 Samuel 16:5-14 - Shimei Curses David 

2 Samuel 16:15-23 - Absalom Enters Jerusalem 

2 Samuel 17 - Hushai Saves David





2 Samuel 18:1-18 - Absalom Killed 

2 Samuel 18:19-30 - David Hears of Absalom's Death 

2 Samuel 18:31-33 - David's Grief

2 Samuel 18:33 
33 ¶ And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the 
gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, 
my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!



2 Samuel 19:1-8 - Joab Rebukes David 

2 Samuel 19:9-15 - David Returns to Jerusalem 

2 Samuel 19:16-43 - David Pardons His Enemies 

2 Samuel 20 - The Rebellion of Sheba 

2 Samuel 21:1-14 - David Avenges the Gibeonites 

2 Samuel 21:15-22 - War with the Philistines 

2 Samuel 22 - David's Song of Deliverance



2 Samuel 23:1-7 - The Last Words of David 

2 Samuel 23:8-39 - David's Mighty Men 

2 Samuel 24:1-9 - David's Census 

2 Samuel 24:10-17 - The Lord's Judgment of David's Sin 

2 Samuel 24:18-25 - David Builds an Altar

2 Samuel 24:16 JST 
“the Lord said unto him, Stay now thine hand, it is enough; for the people 
repented, and the Lord stayed the hand of the angel, that he destroyed 
not the people”. 



1 Kings
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



The book of 1 Kings describes the height of the 
Israelite kingdom under Solomon and, unfortunately, 
its decline (also under Solomon). The kingdom will 
fracture into two nations, Israel in the north and 
Judah in the south.



1 Kings 1-2
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



1 Kings 1:1-4 - David in His Old Age



1 Kings 1:1-4 - David in His Old Age 

1 Kings 1:5-10 - Adonijah Sets Himself Up as King 

1 Kings 1:11-27 - Nathan and Bathsheba Before David 

1 Kings 1:28-53 - Solomon Anointed King

1 Kings 1:52 (referring to Adonijah) 
52 And Solomon said, If he will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not 
an hair of him fall to the earth: but if wickedness shall be found in him, he 
shall die.



1 Kings 2:1-9 - David's Instructions to Solomon 

1 Kings 2:10-12 - The Death of David 

1 Kings 2:13-46 - Solomon's Reign Established



Old Testament Institute Manual 

“Abiathar and Joab were still conspiring to put Adonijah on the throne (see 1 
Kings 2:22). Solomon banished Abiathar from Jerusalem and took from him 
the o$ce of high priest in Israel. Abiathar was a great-grandson of Eli, who 
was both priest and judge in Israel, and the last of his descendants to hold a 
priestly o$ce. This punishment and restriction of Abiathar ful!lled the 
prophecy announced to Eli by the Lord (see 1 Samuel 2:31–36). 

“Abiathar probably escaped with the punishment of exile only because 
Solomon was reluctant to execute a high priest. Joab, however, was a much 
more dangerous enemy because he had commanded the army. There was no 
question concerning Joab’s guilt. Because of the murders he had committed, 
he was indeed worthy of death (see Exodus 21:12–14). Thus, he had no right 
to claim the sanctuary of the altar, and Solomon was not obligated to honor 
his claim to sanctuary.”



1 Kings 3
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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4681 KINGS 2:38–3:7

thy blood shall be upon thine own 
head.
38 And Shimei said unto the king, 

The saying is good: as my lord the 
king hath said, so will thy servant 
do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem 
many days.
39 And it came to pass at the end of 

three years, that two of the servants 
of Shimei ran away unto a  Achish 
son of Maachah king of Gath. And 
they told Shimei, saying, Behold, 
thy servants be in Gath.
40 And Shimei arose, and saddled 

his ass, and went to Gath to Achish to 
seek his servants: and Shimei went,  
and brought his servants from Gath.
41 And it was told Solomon that 

Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to 
Gath, and was come again.
42 And the king sent and called 

for Shimei, and said unto him, Did I 
not make thee to swear by the LORD, 
and a  protested unto thee, saying, 
Know for a certain, on the day thou 
goest out, and walkest abroad any 
whither, that thou shalt surely die? 
and thou saidst unto me, The word 
that I have heard is good.
43 Why then hast thou not kept 

the oath of the LORD, and the com-
mandment that I have charged thee 
with?
44 The king said moreover to 

Shimei, Thou knowest all the a wick-
edness which thine heart b is privy to, 
that thou didst to David my father: 
therefore the LORD shall return thy  
wickedness upon thine own head;
45 And king Solomon shall be bless- 

ed, and the throne of David shall be  
established before the LORD for ever.
46 So the king commanded Be-

naiah the son of Jehoiada; which 
went out, and fell upon him, that 
he a  died. And the kingdom was  
established in the hand of Solomon.

CHAPTER 3
Solomon loves the Lord and keeps His 
commandments—The Lord appears to 
Solomon and promises him a wise and 
an understanding heart—He judges be-
tween two harlots and determines who 
is the mother of a child.
AND Solomon made a  affinity with 
b  Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought 
her into the c  city of David, until he 
had made an end of building his 
own d  house, and the house of the 
LORD, and the e  wall of Jerusalem 
round about.
2 Only the people sacrificed in high  

places, because there was no a house 
built unto the name of the LORD, 
until those days.
3 And Solomon loved the LORD, 

walking in the a  statutes of David 
his father: only he b  sacrificed and 
burnt incense in high places.
4 And the king went to a  Gibeon 

to sacrifice there; for that was the 
great b high place: a thousand burnt 
offerings did Solomon offer upon 
that altar.
5 ¶ In a Gibeon the LORD b appeared 

to Solomon in a c  dream by night: 
and God said, Ask what I shall give  
thee.
6 And Solomon said, Thou hast 

shewed unto thy servant David my 
father great mercy, according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart with thee; and thou hast 
kept for him this great kindness, 
that thou hast given him a son to 
sit on his throne, as it is this day.
7 And now, O LORD my God, thou 

hast made thy servant king instead 
of David my father: and I am but a 
a  little child: I know not how to go 
out or come in.

 39 a 1 Sam. 27:2.
 42 a OR solemnly warned 

thee.
 44 a 2 Sam. 16:5.
  b HEB knew.
 46 a Alma 62:10.
3 1 a HEB a marriage alliance.
  b 1 Kgs. 7:8;  

9:16 (16, 24); 11:1.

  c 1 Kgs. 2:10.
  d 1 Kgs. 7:1.
  e 1 Kgs. 9:15 (15, 19).
 2 a D&C 124:28 (25–48).
 3 a D&C 136:2.
  b 1 Ne. 5:9; 7:22.
 4 a Josh. 9:3;  

1 Chr. 21:29.
  b 1 Chr. 16:39.

 5 a 1 Kgs. 9:2.
  b 1 Kgs. 11:9;  

2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
D&C 110:8 (7–8).

  c TG Dream.
 7 a 1 Chr. 22:5; 29:1;  

3 Ne. 9:22; 11:37 (37–38).

469 1 KINGS 3:8–27

8 And thy servant is in the midst of 
thy people which thou hast chosen, a  
a great people, that cannot be b num-
bered nor counted for multitude.
9 Give therefore thy servant an 

a  understanding b  heart to judge thy 
people, that I may c discern between 
good and bad: for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people?
10 And the speech pleased the 

Lord, that Solomon had asked this 
thing.
11 And God said unto him, Be-

cause thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long 
life; neither hast asked a  riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life of 
thine b  enemies; but hast asked for 
thyself c  understanding to discern 
judgment;
12 Behold, I have done according 

to thy words: lo, I have a  given thee 
a b wise and an understanding heart; 
so that there was none like thee be-
fore thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that 

which thou hast not asked, both 
a  riches, and honour: so that there 
shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my 

ways, to keep my statutes and my 
a  commandments, as thy father Da-
vid did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days.
15 And Solomon awoke; and, be-

hold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
and offered up burnt offerings, and 
offered peace b  offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants.
16 ¶ Then came there two women, 

that were harlots, unto the king, and 
stood before him.
17 And the one woman said, O 

my lord, I and this woman dwell in 

one house; and I was delivered of a 
child with her in the house.
18 And it came to pass the third 

day after that I was delivered, that 
this woman was delivered also: 
and we were together; there was no 
stranger with us in the house, save 
we two in the house.
19 And this woman’s child died in 

the night; because she a  overlaid it.
20 And she arose at midnight, and 

took my son from beside me, while 
thine handmaid slept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead child 
in my bosom.
21 And when I rose in the morning 

to give my child suck, behold, it was 
dead: but when I had considered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not 
my son, which I did bear.
22 And the other woman said, 

Nay; but the living is my son, and 
the dead is thy son. And this said, 
No; but the dead is thy son, and the 
living is my son. Thus they spake 
before the king.
23 Then said the king, The one 

saith, This is my son that liveth, and 
thy son is the dead: and the other 
saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, 
and my son is the living.
24 And the king said, Bring me a 

sword. And they brought a sword 
before the king.
25 And the king said, Divide the 

living child in two, and give half 
to the one, and half to the other.
26 Then spake the woman whose 

the living child was unto the king, 
for her bowels yearned upon her 
son, and she said, O my lord, give 
her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it. But the other said, Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it.
27 Then the king answered and 

said, Give her the living child, and 
in no wise slay it: she is the mother 
thereof.

 8 a 2 Sam. 7:23.
  b Gen. 13:16;  

Abr. 3:14.
 9 a TG Understanding.
  b TG Heart.
  c TG Discernment, 

Spiritual.
 11 a Jacob 2:18 (18–19);  

Alma 39:14;  
D&C 6:7 (6–7); 11:7.

  b D&C 98:23.
  c 2 Ne. 21:2.
 12 a TG Guidance, Divine.
  b 1 Kgs. 4:29 (29–31); 5:12;  

2 Ne. 28:15; Jacob 6:12;  
Mosiah 29:11;  

Morm. 9:28;  
JS—H 1:11 (11–13).

 13 a 1 Kgs. 10:23 (23, 25);  
Matt. 6:33.

 14 a D&C 54:6.
 15 a 2 Sam. 6:17; 2 Chr. 1:4.
  b TG Sacrifice.
 19 a OR laid upon it.

4701 KINGS 3:28–4:24

28 And all Israel heard of the judg-
ment which the king had judged; 
and they feared the king: for they 
saw that the a  wisdom of God was 
in him, to do judgment.

CHAPTER 4
The officers in Solomon’s court are 
listed—Solomon reigns in peace and 
prosperity over a large kingdom—His 
wisdom and understanding exceed that 
of all men.
SO king Solomon was king over all 
Israel.
2 And these were the princes which 

he had; Azariah the son of Zadok 
the priest,
3 Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons 

of Shisha, a scribes; Jehoshaphat the 
son of Ahilud, the b  recorder.
4 And a Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 

was over the host: and Zadok and 
b  Abiathar were the priests:
5 And Azariah the son of Nathan 

was over the a  officers: and Zabud 
the son of Nathan was principal of-
ficer, and the king’s friend:
6 And Ahishar was over the house-

hold: and a  Adoniram the son of 
Abda was over the b  tribute.
7 ¶ And Solomon had twelve a  of-

ficers over all Israel, which b  pro-
vided victuals for the king and his 
household: each man his month in 
a year made provision.
8 And these are their names: The 

son of Hur, in mount Ephraim:
9 The son of Dekar, in Makaz, and 

in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, 
and Elon-beth-hanan:
10 The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; 

to him pertained Sochoh, and all the 
land of Hepher:
11 The son of Abinadab, in all the 

region of Dor; which had Taphath 
the daughter of Solomon to wife:
12 Baana the son of Ahilud; to him 

pertained Taanach and Megiddo, and 

all Beth-shean, which is by Zartanah 
beneath Jezreel, from Beth-shean to 
Abel-meholah, even unto the place 
that is beyond Jokneam:
13 The son of Geber, in Ramoth-

gilead; to him pertained the towns 
of Jair the son of Manasseh, which 
are in Gilead; to him also pertained 
the region of Argob, which is in 
Bashan, threescore great cities with 
walls and brasen bars:
14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo had 

Mahanaim:
15 Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he 

also took Basmath the daughter of 
Solomon to wife:
16 Baanah the son of Hushai was 

in Asher and in Aloth:
17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, 

in Issachar:
18 Shimei the son of Elah, in Ben-

jamin:
19 Geber the son of Uri was in 

the country of Gilead, in the coun-
try of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
and of Og king of Bashan; and he 
was the only officer which was in  
the land.
20 ¶ Judah and Israel were many, 

as the a  sand which is by the sea in 
multitude, eating and drinking, and 
making merry.
21 And Solomon a  reigned over all 

kingdoms from b  the river unto the 
land of the Philistines, and unto 
the border of Egypt: they brought 
presents, and served Solomon all 
the days of his life.
22 ¶ And Solomon’s a  provision 

for one day was thirty measures 
of fine flour, and threescore mea-
sures of meal,
23 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen 

out of the pastures, and an hundred 
sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, 
and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl.
24 For he had a  dominion over all 

the region on this side the river, from 
Tiphsah even to b Azzah, over all the  

 28 a 2 Ne. 21:2.
4 3 a TG Scribe.
  b D&C 127:6; 128:2.
 4 a 1 Kgs. 2:35.
  b 1 Kgs. 2:27.
 5 a 1 Kgs. 4:27; 5:16; 9:23.
 6 a 1 Kgs. 5:14; 12:18.

  b IE conscripted labor.
 7 a TG Delegation of 

Responsibility.
  b 1 Kgs. 12:4.
 20 a Gen. 22:17 (17–18);  

1 Ne. 12:1.
 21 a 2 Chr. 9:26.

  b IE the Euphrates.  
Gen. 15:18.

 22 a 1 Sam. 8:15 (10–22).
 24 a Ex. 23:31 (31–33).
  b OR Gaza.



469 1 KINGS 3:8–27

8 And thy servant is in the midst of 
thy people which thou hast chosen, a  
a great people, that cannot be b num-
bered nor counted for multitude.
9 Give therefore thy servant an 

a  understanding b  heart to judge thy 
people, that I may c discern between 
good and bad: for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people?
10 And the speech pleased the 

Lord, that Solomon had asked this 
thing.
11 And God said unto him, Be-

cause thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long 
life; neither hast asked a  riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life of 
thine b  enemies; but hast asked for 
thyself c  understanding to discern 
judgment;
12 Behold, I have done according 

to thy words: lo, I have a  given thee 
a b wise and an understanding heart; 
so that there was none like thee be-
fore thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that 

which thou hast not asked, both 
a  riches, and honour: so that there 
shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my 

ways, to keep my statutes and my 
a  commandments, as thy father Da-
vid did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days.
15 And Solomon awoke; and, be-

hold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
and offered up burnt offerings, and 
offered peace b  offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants.
16 ¶ Then came there two women, 

that were harlots, unto the king, and 
stood before him.
17 And the one woman said, O 

my lord, I and this woman dwell in 

one house; and I was delivered of a 
child with her in the house.
18 And it came to pass the third 

day after that I was delivered, that 
this woman was delivered also: 
and we were together; there was no 
stranger with us in the house, save 
we two in the house.
19 And this woman’s child died in 

the night; because she a  overlaid it.
20 And she arose at midnight, and 

took my son from beside me, while 
thine handmaid slept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead child 
in my bosom.
21 And when I rose in the morning 

to give my child suck, behold, it was 
dead: but when I had considered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not 
my son, which I did bear.
22 And the other woman said, 

Nay; but the living is my son, and 
the dead is thy son. And this said, 
No; but the dead is thy son, and the 
living is my son. Thus they spake 
before the king.
23 Then said the king, The one 

saith, This is my son that liveth, and 
thy son is the dead: and the other 
saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, 
and my son is the living.
24 And the king said, Bring me a 

sword. And they brought a sword 
before the king.
25 And the king said, Divide the 

living child in two, and give half 
to the one, and half to the other.
26 Then spake the woman whose 

the living child was unto the king, 
for her bowels yearned upon her 
son, and she said, O my lord, give 
her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it. But the other said, Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it.
27 Then the king answered and 

said, Give her the living child, and 
in no wise slay it: she is the mother 
thereof.

 8 a 2 Sam. 7:23.
  b Gen. 13:16;  

Abr. 3:14.
 9 a TG Understanding.
  b TG Heart.
  c TG Discernment, 

Spiritual.
 11 a Jacob 2:18 (18–19);  

Alma 39:14;  
D&C 6:7 (6–7); 11:7.

  b D&C 98:23.
  c 2 Ne. 21:2.
 12 a TG Guidance, Divine.
  b 1 Kgs. 4:29 (29–31); 5:12;  

2 Ne. 28:15; Jacob 6:12;  
Mosiah 29:11;  

Morm. 9:28;  
JS—H 1:11 (11–13).

 13 a 1 Kgs. 10:23 (23, 25);  
Matt. 6:33.

 14 a D&C 54:6.
 15 a 2 Sam. 6:17; 2 Chr. 1:4.
  b TG Sacrifice.
 19 a OR laid upon it.



469 1 KINGS 3:8–27

8 And thy servant is in the midst of 
thy people which thou hast chosen, a  
a great people, that cannot be b num-
bered nor counted for multitude.
9 Give therefore thy servant an 

a  understanding b  heart to judge thy 
people, that I may c discern between 
good and bad: for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people?
10 And the speech pleased the 

Lord, that Solomon had asked this 
thing.
11 And God said unto him, Be-

cause thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long 
life; neither hast asked a  riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life of 
thine b  enemies; but hast asked for 
thyself c  understanding to discern 
judgment;
12 Behold, I have done according 

to thy words: lo, I have a  given thee 
a b wise and an understanding heart; 
so that there was none like thee be-
fore thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that 

which thou hast not asked, both 
a  riches, and honour: so that there 
shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my 

ways, to keep my statutes and my 
a  commandments, as thy father Da-
vid did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days.
15 And Solomon awoke; and, be-

hold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
and offered up burnt offerings, and 
offered peace b  offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants.
16 ¶ Then came there two women, 

that were harlots, unto the king, and 
stood before him.
17 And the one woman said, O 

my lord, I and this woman dwell in 

one house; and I was delivered of a 
child with her in the house.
18 And it came to pass the third 

day after that I was delivered, that 
this woman was delivered also: 
and we were together; there was no 
stranger with us in the house, save 
we two in the house.
19 And this woman’s child died in 

the night; because she a  overlaid it.
20 And she arose at midnight, and 

took my son from beside me, while 
thine handmaid slept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead child 
in my bosom.
21 And when I rose in the morning 

to give my child suck, behold, it was 
dead: but when I had considered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not 
my son, which I did bear.
22 And the other woman said, 

Nay; but the living is my son, and 
the dead is thy son. And this said, 
No; but the dead is thy son, and the 
living is my son. Thus they spake 
before the king.
23 Then said the king, The one 

saith, This is my son that liveth, and 
thy son is the dead: and the other 
saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, 
and my son is the living.
24 And the king said, Bring me a 

sword. And they brought a sword 
before the king.
25 And the king said, Divide the 

living child in two, and give half 
to the one, and half to the other.
26 Then spake the woman whose 

the living child was unto the king, 
for her bowels yearned upon her 
son, and she said, O my lord, give 
her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it. But the other said, Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it.
27 Then the king answered and 

said, Give her the living child, and 
in no wise slay it: she is the mother 
thereof.

 8 a 2 Sam. 7:23.
  b Gen. 13:16;  

Abr. 3:14.
 9 a TG Understanding.
  b TG Heart.
  c TG Discernment, 

Spiritual.
 11 a Jacob 2:18 (18–19);  

Alma 39:14;  
D&C 6:7 (6–7); 11:7.

  b D&C 98:23.
  c 2 Ne. 21:2.
 12 a TG Guidance, Divine.
  b 1 Kgs. 4:29 (29–31); 5:12;  

2 Ne. 28:15; Jacob 6:12;  
Mosiah 29:11;  

Morm. 9:28;  
JS—H 1:11 (11–13).

 13 a 1 Kgs. 10:23 (23, 25);  
Matt. 6:33.

 14 a D&C 54:6.
 15 a 2 Sam. 6:17; 2 Chr. 1:4.
  b TG Sacrifice.
 19 a OR laid upon it.



Old Testament Institute Manual 

“There are numerous places in the historical books where David is 
held up as an example of one who was pleasing in God’s sight. The 
Prophet Joseph Smith corrected each of those references to show 
that David was being used by the Lord as an example of what 
David’s successors should not do. For example, in the Joseph Smith 
Translation 1 Kings 3:14 reads: ‘And if thou wilt walk in my ways to 
keep my statutes, and my commandments, then will I lengthen thy 
days, and thou shalt not walk in unrighteousness, as did thy father 
David’” 



Old Testament Seminary Manual 

Modern revelation records the Lord’s words concerning David after 
David had Uriah killed: “Therefore he hath fallen from his 
exaltation” (D&C 132:39). “As a consequence David is still 
unforgiven, but he received a promise that the Lord would not 
leave his soul in hell. He will be resurrected at the end of the 
Millennium” (Bible Dictionary, “David”).
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4681 KINGS 2:38–3:7

thy blood shall be upon thine own 
head.
38 And Shimei said unto the king, 

The saying is good: as my lord the 
king hath said, so will thy servant 
do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem 
many days.
39 And it came to pass at the end of 

three years, that two of the servants 
of Shimei ran away unto a  Achish 
son of Maachah king of Gath. And 
they told Shimei, saying, Behold, 
thy servants be in Gath.
40 And Shimei arose, and saddled 

his ass, and went to Gath to Achish to 
seek his servants: and Shimei went,  
and brought his servants from Gath.
41 And it was told Solomon that 

Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to 
Gath, and was come again.
42 And the king sent and called 

for Shimei, and said unto him, Did I 
not make thee to swear by the LORD, 
and a  protested unto thee, saying, 
Know for a certain, on the day thou 
goest out, and walkest abroad any 
whither, that thou shalt surely die? 
and thou saidst unto me, The word 
that I have heard is good.
43 Why then hast thou not kept 

the oath of the LORD, and the com-
mandment that I have charged thee 
with?
44 The king said moreover to 

Shimei, Thou knowest all the a wick-
edness which thine heart b is privy to, 
that thou didst to David my father: 
therefore the LORD shall return thy  
wickedness upon thine own head;
45 And king Solomon shall be bless- 

ed, and the throne of David shall be  
established before the LORD for ever.
46 So the king commanded Be-

naiah the son of Jehoiada; which 
went out, and fell upon him, that 
he a  died. And the kingdom was  
established in the hand of Solomon.

CHAPTER 3
Solomon loves the Lord and keeps His 
commandments—The Lord appears to 
Solomon and promises him a wise and 
an understanding heart—He judges be-
tween two harlots and determines who 
is the mother of a child.
AND Solomon made a  affinity with 
b  Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought 
her into the c  city of David, until he 
had made an end of building his 
own d  house, and the house of the 
LORD, and the e  wall of Jerusalem 
round about.
2 Only the people sacrificed in high  

places, because there was no a house 
built unto the name of the LORD, 
until those days.
3 And Solomon loved the LORD, 

walking in the a  statutes of David 
his father: only he b  sacrificed and 
burnt incense in high places.
4 And the king went to a  Gibeon 

to sacrifice there; for that was the 
great b high place: a thousand burnt 
offerings did Solomon offer upon 
that altar.
5 ¶ In a Gibeon the LORD b appeared 

to Solomon in a c  dream by night: 
and God said, Ask what I shall give  
thee.
6 And Solomon said, Thou hast 

shewed unto thy servant David my 
father great mercy, according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in 
righteousness, and in uprightness 
of heart with thee; and thou hast 
kept for him this great kindness, 
that thou hast given him a son to 
sit on his throne, as it is this day.
7 And now, O LORD my God, thou 

hast made thy servant king instead 
of David my father: and I am but a 
a  little child: I know not how to go 
out or come in.

 39 a 1 Sam. 27:2.
 42 a OR solemnly warned 

thee.
 44 a 2 Sam. 16:5.
  b HEB knew.
 46 a Alma 62:10.
3 1 a HEB a marriage alliance.
  b 1 Kgs. 7:8;  

9:16 (16, 24); 11:1.

  c 1 Kgs. 2:10.
  d 1 Kgs. 7:1.
  e 1 Kgs. 9:15 (15, 19).
 2 a D&C 124:28 (25–48).
 3 a D&C 136:2.
  b 1 Ne. 5:9; 7:22.
 4 a Josh. 9:3;  

1 Chr. 21:29.
  b 1 Chr. 16:39.

 5 a 1 Kgs. 9:2.
  b 1 Kgs. 11:9;  

2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
D&C 110:8 (7–8).

  c TG Dream.
 7 a 1 Chr. 22:5; 29:1;  

3 Ne. 9:22; 11:37 (37–38).

469 1 KINGS 3:8–27

8 And thy servant is in the midst of 
thy people which thou hast chosen, a  
a great people, that cannot be b num-
bered nor counted for multitude.
9 Give therefore thy servant an 

a  understanding b  heart to judge thy 
people, that I may c discern between 
good and bad: for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people?
10 And the speech pleased the 

Lord, that Solomon had asked this 
thing.
11 And God said unto him, Be-

cause thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long 
life; neither hast asked a  riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life of 
thine b  enemies; but hast asked for 
thyself c  understanding to discern 
judgment;
12 Behold, I have done according 

to thy words: lo, I have a  given thee 
a b wise and an understanding heart; 
so that there was none like thee be-
fore thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that 

which thou hast not asked, both 
a  riches, and honour: so that there 
shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my 

ways, to keep my statutes and my 
a  commandments, as thy father Da-
vid did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days.
15 And Solomon awoke; and, be-

hold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
and offered up burnt offerings, and 
offered peace b  offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants.
16 ¶ Then came there two women, 

that were harlots, unto the king, and 
stood before him.
17 And the one woman said, O 

my lord, I and this woman dwell in 

one house; and I was delivered of a 
child with her in the house.
18 And it came to pass the third 

day after that I was delivered, that 
this woman was delivered also: 
and we were together; there was no 
stranger with us in the house, save 
we two in the house.
19 And this woman’s child died in 

the night; because she a  overlaid it.
20 And she arose at midnight, and 

took my son from beside me, while 
thine handmaid slept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead child 
in my bosom.
21 And when I rose in the morning 

to give my child suck, behold, it was 
dead: but when I had considered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not 
my son, which I did bear.
22 And the other woman said, 

Nay; but the living is my son, and 
the dead is thy son. And this said, 
No; but the dead is thy son, and the 
living is my son. Thus they spake 
before the king.
23 Then said the king, The one 

saith, This is my son that liveth, and 
thy son is the dead: and the other 
saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, 
and my son is the living.
24 And the king said, Bring me a 

sword. And they brought a sword 
before the king.
25 And the king said, Divide the 

living child in two, and give half 
to the one, and half to the other.
26 Then spake the woman whose 

the living child was unto the king, 
for her bowels yearned upon her 
son, and she said, O my lord, give 
her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it. But the other said, Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it.
27 Then the king answered and 

said, Give her the living child, and 
in no wise slay it: she is the mother 
thereof.
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28 And all Israel heard of the judg-
ment which the king had judged; 
and they feared the king: for they 
saw that the a  wisdom of God was 
in him, to do judgment.

CHAPTER 4
The officers in Solomon’s court are 
listed—Solomon reigns in peace and 
prosperity over a large kingdom—His 
wisdom and understanding exceed that 
of all men.
SO king Solomon was king over all 
Israel.
2 And these were the princes which 

he had; Azariah the son of Zadok 
the priest,
3 Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons 

of Shisha, a scribes; Jehoshaphat the 
son of Ahilud, the b  recorder.
4 And a Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 

was over the host: and Zadok and 
b  Abiathar were the priests:
5 And Azariah the son of Nathan 

was over the a  officers: and Zabud 
the son of Nathan was principal of-
ficer, and the king’s friend:
6 And Ahishar was over the house-

hold: and a  Adoniram the son of 
Abda was over the b  tribute.
7 ¶ And Solomon had twelve a  of-

ficers over all Israel, which b  pro-
vided victuals for the king and his 
household: each man his month in 
a year made provision.
8 And these are their names: The 

son of Hur, in mount Ephraim:
9 The son of Dekar, in Makaz, and 

in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, 
and Elon-beth-hanan:
10 The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; 

to him pertained Sochoh, and all the 
land of Hepher:
11 The son of Abinadab, in all the 

region of Dor; which had Taphath 
the daughter of Solomon to wife:
12 Baana the son of Ahilud; to him 

pertained Taanach and Megiddo, and 

all Beth-shean, which is by Zartanah 
beneath Jezreel, from Beth-shean to 
Abel-meholah, even unto the place 
that is beyond Jokneam:
13 The son of Geber, in Ramoth-

gilead; to him pertained the towns 
of Jair the son of Manasseh, which 
are in Gilead; to him also pertained 
the region of Argob, which is in 
Bashan, threescore great cities with 
walls and brasen bars:
14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo had 

Mahanaim:
15 Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he 

also took Basmath the daughter of 
Solomon to wife:
16 Baanah the son of Hushai was 

in Asher and in Aloth:
17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, 

in Issachar:
18 Shimei the son of Elah, in Ben-

jamin:
19 Geber the son of Uri was in 

the country of Gilead, in the coun-
try of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
and of Og king of Bashan; and he 
was the only officer which was in  
the land.
20 ¶ Judah and Israel were many, 

as the a  sand which is by the sea in 
multitude, eating and drinking, and 
making merry.
21 And Solomon a  reigned over all 

kingdoms from b  the river unto the 
land of the Philistines, and unto 
the border of Egypt: they brought 
presents, and served Solomon all 
the days of his life.
22 ¶ And Solomon’s a  provision 

for one day was thirty measures 
of fine flour, and threescore mea-
sures of meal,
23 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen 

out of the pastures, and an hundred 
sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, 
and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl.
24 For he had a  dominion over all 

the region on this side the river, from 
Tiphsah even to b Azzah, over all the  
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Lord, that Solomon had asked this 
thing.
11 And God said unto him, Be-

cause thou hast asked this thing, 
and hast not asked for thyself long 
life; neither hast asked a  riches for 
thyself, nor hast asked the life of 
thine b  enemies; but hast asked for 
thyself c  understanding to discern 
judgment;
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to thy words: lo, I have a  given thee 
a b wise and an understanding heart; 
so that there was none like thee be-
fore thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee.
13 And I have also given thee that 

which thou hast not asked, both 
a  riches, and honour: so that there 
shall not be any among the kings 
like unto thee all thy days.
14 And if thou wilt walk in my 

ways, to keep my statutes and my 
a  commandments, as thy father Da-
vid did walk, then I will lengthen 
thy days.
15 And Solomon awoke; and, be-

hold, it was a dream. And he came 
to Jerusalem, and stood before the 
a  ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
and offered up burnt offerings, and 
offered peace b  offerings, and made 
a feast to all his servants.
16 ¶ Then came there two women, 

that were harlots, unto the king, and 
stood before him.
17 And the one woman said, O 

my lord, I and this woman dwell in 

one house; and I was delivered of a 
child with her in the house.
18 And it came to pass the third 

day after that I was delivered, that 
this woman was delivered also: 
and we were together; there was no 
stranger with us in the house, save 
we two in the house.
19 And this woman’s child died in 

the night; because she a  overlaid it.
20 And she arose at midnight, and 

took my son from beside me, while 
thine handmaid slept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead child 
in my bosom.
21 And when I rose in the morning 

to give my child suck, behold, it was 
dead: but when I had considered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not 
my son, which I did bear.
22 And the other woman said, 

Nay; but the living is my son, and 
the dead is thy son. And this said, 
No; but the dead is thy son, and the 
living is my son. Thus they spake 
before the king.
23 Then said the king, The one 

saith, This is my son that liveth, and 
thy son is the dead: and the other 
saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, 
and my son is the living.
24 And the king said, Bring me a 

sword. And they brought a sword 
before the king.
25 And the king said, Divide the 

living child in two, and give half 
to the one, and half to the other.
26 Then spake the woman whose 

the living child was unto the king, 
for her bowels yearned upon her 
son, and she said, O my lord, give 
her the living child, and in no wise 
slay it. But the other said, Let it be 
neither mine nor thine, but divide it.
27 Then the king answered and 

said, Give her the living child, and 
in no wise slay it: she is the mother 
thereof.
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ment which the king had judged; 
and they feared the king: for they 
saw that the a  wisdom of God was 
in him, to do judgment.
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The officers in Solomon’s court are 
listed—Solomon reigns in peace and 
prosperity over a large kingdom—His 
wisdom and understanding exceed that 
of all men.
SO king Solomon was king over all 
Israel.
2 And these were the princes which 

he had; Azariah the son of Zadok 
the priest,
3 Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons 

of Shisha, a scribes; Jehoshaphat the 
son of Ahilud, the b  recorder.
4 And a Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 

was over the host: and Zadok and 
b  Abiathar were the priests:
5 And Azariah the son of Nathan 

was over the a  officers: and Zabud 
the son of Nathan was principal of-
ficer, and the king’s friend:
6 And Ahishar was over the house-

hold: and a  Adoniram the son of 
Abda was over the b  tribute.
7 ¶ And Solomon had twelve a  of-

ficers over all Israel, which b  pro-
vided victuals for the king and his 
household: each man his month in 
a year made provision.
8 And these are their names: The 

son of Hur, in mount Ephraim:
9 The son of Dekar, in Makaz, and 

in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, 
and Elon-beth-hanan:
10 The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; 

to him pertained Sochoh, and all the 
land of Hepher:
11 The son of Abinadab, in all the 

region of Dor; which had Taphath 
the daughter of Solomon to wife:
12 Baana the son of Ahilud; to him 

pertained Taanach and Megiddo, and 

all Beth-shean, which is by Zartanah 
beneath Jezreel, from Beth-shean to 
Abel-meholah, even unto the place 
that is beyond Jokneam:
13 The son of Geber, in Ramoth-

gilead; to him pertained the towns 
of Jair the son of Manasseh, which 
are in Gilead; to him also pertained 
the region of Argob, which is in 
Bashan, threescore great cities with 
walls and brasen bars:
14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo had 

Mahanaim:
15 Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he 

also took Basmath the daughter of 
Solomon to wife:
16 Baanah the son of Hushai was 

in Asher and in Aloth:
17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, 

in Issachar:
18 Shimei the son of Elah, in Ben-

jamin:
19 Geber the son of Uri was in 

the country of Gilead, in the coun-
try of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
and of Og king of Bashan; and he 
was the only officer which was in  
the land.
20 ¶ Judah and Israel were many, 

as the a  sand which is by the sea in 
multitude, eating and drinking, and 
making merry.
21 And Solomon a  reigned over all 

kingdoms from b  the river unto the 
land of the Philistines, and unto 
the border of Egypt: they brought 
presents, and served Solomon all 
the days of his life.
22 ¶ And Solomon’s a  provision 

for one day was thirty measures 
of fine flour, and threescore mea-
sures of meal,
23 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen 

out of the pastures, and an hundred 
sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, 
and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl.
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Solomon’s prayer for an “understanding heart” (1 Kings 3:9) was 
surely granted, as the incident of the two harlots demonstrates. 
The brilliance of Solomon’s strategy is seen when one re%ects that 
the woman who was willing to give up the baby rather than see it 
killed would be the best mother to the child, whether she was the 
natural mother or not.
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1 Kings 4:1-19 - Solomon's O$cials 

1 Kings 4:20-34 - Solomon's Wealth and Wisdom 

1 Kings 5 - Preparations for Building the Temple 

1 Kings 6 - Solomon Builds the Temple 

1 Kings 7:1-12 - Solomon Builds His Palace



1 Kings 5:5 
5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name of the Lord 
my God, as the Lord spake unto David my father, saying, Thy son, 
whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an house 
unto my name. 

And the Lord covenanted with the people… 

1 Kings 6:12–13 
12 Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt walk 
in my statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my 
commandments to walk in them; then will I perform my word with 
thee, which I spake unto David thy father: 
13 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my 
people Israel.



Thomas S. Monson 

“Those who understand the eternal blessings which come from the 
temple know that no sacri!ce is too great, no price too heavy, no 
struggle too di$cult in order to receive those blessings. … 

“… Your sacri!ce may be bringing your life into compliance with 
what is required to receive a recommend, perhaps by forsaking 
long-held habits which disqualify you”  

(Thomas S. Monson, “The Holy Temple—a Beacon to the World,” GC April 2011, Ensign or 
Liahona, May 2011, 92–93).



1 Kings 4:1-19 - Solomon's O$cials 

1 Kings 4:20-34 - Solomon's Wealth and Wisdom 

1 Kings 5 - Preparations for Building the Temple 

1 Kings 6 - Solomon Builds the Temple 

1 Kings 7:1-12 - Solomon Builds His Palace



James E. Talmage 

“A comparison of the plan of Solomon’s Temple with that of the 
earlier Tabernacle shows that in all essentials of arrangement and 
proportion the two were so nearly alike as to be practically 
identical. True, the Tabernacle had but one enclosure, while the 
Temple was surrounded by courts, but the inner structure itself, the 
Temple proper, closely followed the earlier design. The dimensions 
of the Holy of Holies, the Holy Place, and the Porch, were in the 
Temple exactly double those of the corresponding parts in the 
Tabernacle.” (James E. Talmage, House of the Lord, p. 6.)
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477 1 KINGS 7:51–8:15

hinges of gold, both for the doors 
of the inner house, the most b  holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, 
to wit, of the temple.
51 So was ended all the work that 

king Solomon made for the a  house 
of the LORD. And Solomon brought 
in the things which David his father 
had b  dedicated; even the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, did he put 
among the treasures of the house 
of the LORD.

CHAPTER 8
The ark, containing the two tablets of 
stone, is placed in the holy of holies—The 
glory of the Lord fills the temple—Solo-
mon offers the dedicatory prayer—He  
asks for temporal and spiritual bless-
ings upon repentant and prayerful  
Israel—The people sacrifice and wor-
ship for fourteen days.
THEN Solomon assembled the a  el-
ders of Israel, and all the heads of 
the tribes, the b  chief of the fathers 
of the children of Israel, unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD out of the city 
of David, which is Zion.
2 And all the men of Israel assem-

bled themselves unto king Solomon 
at the a feast in the month Ethanim, 
which is the seventh month.
3 And all the elders of Israel came, 

and the a  priests took up the ark.
4 And they brought up the ark 

of the LORD, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and all the holy 
vessels that were in the tabernacle, 
even those did the priests and the 
Levites bring up.
5 And king Solomon, and all the 

congregation of Israel, that were 

assembled unto him, were with him 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told 
nor numbered for multitude.
6 And the priests brought in the 

a  ark of the covenant of the LORD 
unto his place, into the oracle of the 
house, to the most b  holy place, even 
under the wings of the cherubims.
7 For the a  cherubims spread forth 

their two wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubims cov-
ered the ark and the staves thereof  
above.
8 And they drew out the a  staves, 

that the ends of the staves were seen 
out in the holy place before the b ora-
cle, and they were not seen without:  
and there they are unto this day.
9 There was nothing in the a  ark 

save the two b  tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at c  Horeb, when 
the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt.
10 And it came to pass, when the 

priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD,
11 So that the priests could not 

stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the a  glory of the LORD 
had filled the house of the LORD.
12 ¶ Then spake a  Solomon, The 

LORD said that he would dwell in 
the thick b  darkness.
13 I have surely a  built thee an 

b  house to dwell in, a settled place 
for thee to c  abide in for ever.
14 And the king turned his face 

about, and a  blessed all the congre-
gation of Israel: (and all the con-
gregation of Israel stood;)
15 And he said, Blessed be the LORD 

God of Israel, which spake with his  
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mouth unto David my father, and 
hath with his hand fulfilled it, 
saying,
16 Since the day that I brought 

forth my people Israel out of Egypt, 
I chose no city out of all the tribes 
of Israel to build an house, that my 
name might be therein; but I chose 
a  David to be over my people Israel.
17 And it was in the heart of Da-

vid my father to build an a house for 
the name of the LORD God of Israel.
18 And the LORD said unto David 

my father, Whereas it was in thine 
heart to build an a  house unto my 
name, thou didst well that it was 
in thine heart.
19 Nevertheless thou shalt not 

build the house; but thy a  son that 
shall come forth out of thy loins, he  
shall build the house unto my name.
20 And the LORD hath performed 

his word that he spake, and I am 
risen up in the room of David my 
father, and sit on the throne of Is-
rael, as the LORD promised, and 
have built an house for the name 
of the LORD God of Israel.
21 And I have set there a place for 

the ark, wherein is the a  covenant of 
the LORD, which he made with our 
fathers, when he brought them out 
of the land of Egypt.
22 ¶ And Solomon stood before 

the altar of the LORD in the pres-
ence of all the congregation of Is-
rael, and a  spread forth his hands 
toward heaven:
23 And he said, a  LORD God of Is-

rael, there is no b  God like thee, in 
heaven above, or on earth beneath, 
who c  keepest covenant and mercy 
with thy servants that d walk before 
thee with all their heart:
24 Who hast kept with thy ser-

vant David my father that thou  

promisedst him: thou spakest also 
with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled 
it with thine hand, as it is this day.
25 Therefore now, LORD God of 

Israel, keep with thy servant Da-
vid my father that thou promisedst 
him, saying, There shall not fail 
thee a man in my sight to sit on the 
throne of Israel; a so that thy children 
take heed to their way, that they  
walk before me as thou hast walked 
before me.
26 And now, O God of Israel, let 

thy word, I pray thee, be verified, 
which thou spakest unto thy ser-
vant David my father.
27 But will God indeed dwell on 

the earth? behold, the heaven and 
a  heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee; how much less this house that 
I have builded?
28 Yet have thou respect unto  

the prayer of thy servant, and to 
his supplication, O LORD my God, 
to hearken unto the cry and to the 
prayer, which thy servant prayeth 
before thee to day:
29 That thine eyes may be open 

toward this a  house night and day, 
even toward the b  place of which 
thou hast said, My c  name shall be 
there: that thou mayest hearken 
unto the d  prayer which thy servant 
shall make toward this place.
30 And hearken thou to the sup-

plication of thy servant, and of thy 
people Israel, when they shall pray 
toward this place: and hear thou 
in heaven thy dwelling place: and 
when thou hearest, forgive.
31 ¶ If any man trespass against 

his neighbour, and a  an oath be laid 
upon him to cause him to swear, 
and the oath come before thine 
altar in this house:
32 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

 16 a 1 Sam. 16:1.
 17 a D&C 109:8.
 18 a D&C 124:22.
 19 a 2 Sam. 7:12 (12–13).
 21 a Deut. 31:26;  

1 Kgs. 8:9.
 22 a Ex. 9:29 (29–33).
 23 a 2 Chr. 6:14 (12–42);  

D&C 109:1 (1–80).
  b Deut. 4:39;  

1 Sam. 2:2 (1–10);  
2 Sam. 7:22;  
Ps. 71:19.

  c Deut. 7:9;  
D&C 54:6; 82:10.

  d TG Walking with God.
 25 a HEB if only thy . . .
 27 a 2 Chr. 2:6.
 29 a 2 Kgs. 19:1.
  b Deut. 12:5 (5–28); 15:20;  

17:8 (8–17); 26:2 (1–11);  
2 Chr. 7:12.

  c 2 Kgs. 21:4;  
D&C 18:40 (21–41); 
20:36; 97:15 (15–17);  
109:26 (16–26).

  d D&C 109:8.
 31 a OR he require an oath 

of him.  
Ex. 22:11.
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do, and judge thy servants, con-
demning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him accord-
ing to his a  righteousness.
33 ¶ When thy people Israel be 

a  smitten down before the enemy, 
because they have b  sinned against 
thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, 
and make supplication unto thee 
in this house:
34 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gavest unto their  
fathers.
35 ¶ When heaven is a  shut up, 

and there is no b  rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; if they 
pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou afflictest them:
36 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou a teach 
them the good way wherein they 
should b  walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance.
37 ¶ If there be in the land fam-

ine, if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be cater-
piller; if their enemy besiege them 
in a  the land of their cities; whatso-
ever plague, whatsoever b  sickness 
there be;
38 What prayer and supplication 

soever be made by any man, or by 
all thy people Israel, which shall 
know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his 
hands toward this house:
39 Then hear thou in heaven thy 

dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man accord-

ing to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, 
knowest the a  hearts of all the chil-
dren of men;)
40 That they may a  fear thee all 

the days that they live in the land 
which thou gavest unto our fathers.
41 Moreover concerning a a stranger, 

that is not of thy people Israel, but 
cometh out of a far b country for thy 
name’s sake;
42 (For they shall hear of thy great 

name, and of thy strong a  hand, and 
of thy stretched out arm;) when he 
shall come and pray toward this 
house;
43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwell-

ing place, and do according to all 
that the stranger calleth to thee for: 
that all people of the earth may 
a  know thy name, to b  fear thee, as 
do thy people Israel; and that they 
may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name.
44 ¶ If thy people go out to battle 

against their enemy, whithersoever 
thou shalt a  send them, and shall 
pray unto the LORD toward the city  
which thou hast chosen, and to-
ward the house that I have built for  
thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their 

prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause.
46 If they sin against thee, (for 

there is no man that a  sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and 
b  deliver them to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives unto 
the land of the c  enemy, far or near;
47 Yet if they shall a bethink them-

selves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them cap-
tives, saying, We have b  sinned, and  

 32 a TG Righteousness.
 33 a Lev. 26:17.
  b D&C 103:8.
 35 a Deut. 11:17 (10–18);  

Ether 4:9;  
D&C 77:8.

  b Hel. 11:4 (3–5).
 36 a Ps. 27:11; 86:11;  

2 Ne. 25:28; 33:10.
  b 1 Sam. 12:23 (16–23).

 37 a Septuagint: any of their 
cities.

  b TG Sickness.
 39 a D&C 6:16.
 40 a Ps. 130:4.
 41 a TG Stranger.
  b Isa. 2:2 (2–4);  

D&C 64:42 (42–43).
 42 a Deut. 3:24.
 43 a Josh. 4:24.  

TG Israel, Mission of;  
Name.

  b D&C 64:43.
 44 a D&C 98:33.
 46 a TG Sin.
  b Mosiah 12:2 (2–9).
  c Lev. 26:44.
 47 a IE consider it in their 

heart.
  b 1 Sam. 7:6; Dan. 9:5.
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hinges of gold, both for the doors 
of the inner house, the most b  holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, 
to wit, of the temple.
51 So was ended all the work that 

king Solomon made for the a  house 
of the LORD. And Solomon brought 
in the things which David his father 
had b  dedicated; even the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, did he put 
among the treasures of the house 
of the LORD.

CHAPTER 8
The ark, containing the two tablets of 
stone, is placed in the holy of holies—The 
glory of the Lord fills the temple—Solo-
mon offers the dedicatory prayer—He  
asks for temporal and spiritual bless-
ings upon repentant and prayerful  
Israel—The people sacrifice and wor-
ship for fourteen days.
THEN Solomon assembled the a  el-
ders of Israel, and all the heads of 
the tribes, the b  chief of the fathers 
of the children of Israel, unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD out of the city 
of David, which is Zion.
2 And all the men of Israel assem-

bled themselves unto king Solomon 
at the a feast in the month Ethanim, 
which is the seventh month.
3 And all the elders of Israel came, 

and the a  priests took up the ark.
4 And they brought up the ark 

of the LORD, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and all the holy 
vessels that were in the tabernacle, 
even those did the priests and the 
Levites bring up.
5 And king Solomon, and all the 

congregation of Israel, that were 

assembled unto him, were with him 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told 
nor numbered for multitude.
6 And the priests brought in the 

a  ark of the covenant of the LORD 
unto his place, into the oracle of the 
house, to the most b  holy place, even 
under the wings of the cherubims.
7 For the a  cherubims spread forth 

their two wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubims cov-
ered the ark and the staves thereof  
above.
8 And they drew out the a  staves, 

that the ends of the staves were seen 
out in the holy place before the b ora-
cle, and they were not seen without:  
and there they are unto this day.
9 There was nothing in the a  ark 

save the two b  tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at c  Horeb, when 
the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt.
10 And it came to pass, when the 

priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD,
11 So that the priests could not 

stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the a  glory of the LORD 
had filled the house of the LORD.
12 ¶ Then spake a  Solomon, The 

LORD said that he would dwell in 
the thick b  darkness.
13 I have surely a  built thee an 

b  house to dwell in, a settled place 
for thee to c  abide in for ever.
14 And the king turned his face 

about, and a  blessed all the congre-
gation of Israel: (and all the con-
gregation of Israel stood;)
15 And he said, Blessed be the LORD 

God of Israel, which spake with his  

 50 b 1 Kgs. 6:16.
 51 a TG Temple.
  b 2 Sam. 8:11 (10–11).
8 1 a 2 Chr. 5:2 (2–10, 14).
  b HEB princes, leaders.
 2 a Lev. 23:34; 1 Kgs. 8:65;  

2 Chr. 7:8 (8–10).
 3 a Num. 4:15;  

2 Chr. 5:5 (4–5).
 6 a Ex. 26:33 (33–34).
  b 1 Kgs. 6:16.

 7 a TG Cherubim.
 8 a Ex. 25:15.
  b 1 Kgs. 6:5.
 9 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b Ex. 25:21; 40:20;  

1 Kgs. 8:21.  
TG Law of Moses; Scrip-
tures, Preservation of.

  c Ex. 3:12 (1, 12);  
Deut. 1:6 (5–8);  
4:10 (10–13).

 10 a D&C 84:5.  
TG God, Manifesta- 
tions of.

 11 a Ezek. 43:5; 44:4;  
D&C 94:8; 109:12.

 12 a 2 Chr. 6:1 (1–42).
  b Ps. 97:2.
 13 a 2 Sam. 7:13.
  b D&C 109:12.
  c Ex. 15:17.
 14 a 2 Sam. 6:18.
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mouth unto David my father, and 
hath with his hand fulfilled it, 
saying,
16 Since the day that I brought 

forth my people Israel out of Egypt, 
I chose no city out of all the tribes 
of Israel to build an house, that my 
name might be therein; but I chose 
a  David to be over my people Israel.
17 And it was in the heart of Da-

vid my father to build an a house for 
the name of the LORD God of Israel.
18 And the LORD said unto David 

my father, Whereas it was in thine 
heart to build an a  house unto my 
name, thou didst well that it was 
in thine heart.
19 Nevertheless thou shalt not 

build the house; but thy a  son that 
shall come forth out of thy loins, he  
shall build the house unto my name.
20 And the LORD hath performed 

his word that he spake, and I am 
risen up in the room of David my 
father, and sit on the throne of Is-
rael, as the LORD promised, and 
have built an house for the name 
of the LORD God of Israel.
21 And I have set there a place for 

the ark, wherein is the a  covenant of 
the LORD, which he made with our 
fathers, when he brought them out 
of the land of Egypt.
22 ¶ And Solomon stood before 

the altar of the LORD in the pres-
ence of all the congregation of Is-
rael, and a  spread forth his hands 
toward heaven:
23 And he said, a  LORD God of Is-

rael, there is no b  God like thee, in 
heaven above, or on earth beneath, 
who c  keepest covenant and mercy 
with thy servants that d walk before 
thee with all their heart:
24 Who hast kept with thy ser-

vant David my father that thou  

promisedst him: thou spakest also 
with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled 
it with thine hand, as it is this day.
25 Therefore now, LORD God of 

Israel, keep with thy servant Da-
vid my father that thou promisedst 
him, saying, There shall not fail 
thee a man in my sight to sit on the 
throne of Israel; a so that thy children 
take heed to their way, that they  
walk before me as thou hast walked 
before me.
26 And now, O God of Israel, let 

thy word, I pray thee, be verified, 
which thou spakest unto thy ser-
vant David my father.
27 But will God indeed dwell on 

the earth? behold, the heaven and 
a  heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee; how much less this house that 
I have builded?
28 Yet have thou respect unto  

the prayer of thy servant, and to 
his supplication, O LORD my God, 
to hearken unto the cry and to the 
prayer, which thy servant prayeth 
before thee to day:
29 That thine eyes may be open 

toward this a  house night and day, 
even toward the b  place of which 
thou hast said, My c  name shall be 
there: that thou mayest hearken 
unto the d  prayer which thy servant 
shall make toward this place.
30 And hearken thou to the sup-

plication of thy servant, and of thy 
people Israel, when they shall pray 
toward this place: and hear thou 
in heaven thy dwelling place: and 
when thou hearest, forgive.
31 ¶ If any man trespass against 

his neighbour, and a  an oath be laid 
upon him to cause him to swear, 
and the oath come before thine 
altar in this house:
32 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

 16 a 1 Sam. 16:1.
 17 a D&C 109:8.
 18 a D&C 124:22.
 19 a 2 Sam. 7:12 (12–13).
 21 a Deut. 31:26;  

1 Kgs. 8:9.
 22 a Ex. 9:29 (29–33).
 23 a 2 Chr. 6:14 (12–42);  

D&C 109:1 (1–80).
  b Deut. 4:39;  

1 Sam. 2:2 (1–10);  
2 Sam. 7:22;  
Ps. 71:19.

  c Deut. 7:9;  
D&C 54:6; 82:10.

  d TG Walking with God.
 25 a HEB if only thy . . .
 27 a 2 Chr. 2:6.
 29 a 2 Kgs. 19:1.
  b Deut. 12:5 (5–28); 15:20;  

17:8 (8–17); 26:2 (1–11);  
2 Chr. 7:12.

  c 2 Kgs. 21:4;  
D&C 18:40 (21–41); 
20:36; 97:15 (15–17);  
109:26 (16–26).

  d D&C 109:8.
 31 a OR he require an oath 

of him.  
Ex. 22:11.
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do, and judge thy servants, con-
demning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him accord-
ing to his a  righteousness.
33 ¶ When thy people Israel be 

a  smitten down before the enemy, 
because they have b  sinned against 
thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, 
and make supplication unto thee 
in this house:
34 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gavest unto their  
fathers.
35 ¶ When heaven is a  shut up, 

and there is no b  rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; if they 
pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou afflictest them:
36 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou a teach 
them the good way wherein they 
should b  walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance.
37 ¶ If there be in the land fam-

ine, if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be cater-
piller; if their enemy besiege them 
in a  the land of their cities; whatso-
ever plague, whatsoever b  sickness 
there be;
38 What prayer and supplication 

soever be made by any man, or by 
all thy people Israel, which shall 
know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his 
hands toward this house:
39 Then hear thou in heaven thy 

dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man accord-

ing to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, 
knowest the a  hearts of all the chil-
dren of men;)
40 That they may a  fear thee all 

the days that they live in the land 
which thou gavest unto our fathers.
41 Moreover concerning a a stranger, 

that is not of thy people Israel, but 
cometh out of a far b country for thy 
name’s sake;
42 (For they shall hear of thy great 

name, and of thy strong a  hand, and 
of thy stretched out arm;) when he 
shall come and pray toward this 
house;
43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwell-

ing place, and do according to all 
that the stranger calleth to thee for: 
that all people of the earth may 
a  know thy name, to b  fear thee, as 
do thy people Israel; and that they 
may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name.
44 ¶ If thy people go out to battle 

against their enemy, whithersoever 
thou shalt a  send them, and shall 
pray unto the LORD toward the city  
which thou hast chosen, and to-
ward the house that I have built for  
thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their 

prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause.
46 If they sin against thee, (for 

there is no man that a  sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and 
b  deliver them to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives unto 
the land of the c  enemy, far or near;
47 Yet if they shall a bethink them-

selves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them cap-
tives, saying, We have b  sinned, and  

 32 a TG Righteousness.
 33 a Lev. 26:17.
  b D&C 103:8.
 35 a Deut. 11:17 (10–18);  

Ether 4:9;  
D&C 77:8.

  b Hel. 11:4 (3–5).
 36 a Ps. 27:11; 86:11;  

2 Ne. 25:28; 33:10.
  b 1 Sam. 12:23 (16–23).

 37 a Septuagint: any of their 
cities.

  b TG Sickness.
 39 a D&C 6:16.
 40 a Ps. 130:4.
 41 a TG Stranger.
  b Isa. 2:2 (2–4);  

D&C 64:42 (42–43).
 42 a Deut. 3:24.
 43 a Josh. 4:24.  

TG Israel, Mission of;  
Name.

  b D&C 64:43.
 44 a D&C 98:33.
 46 a TG Sin.
  b Mosiah 12:2 (2–9).
  c Lev. 26:44.
 47 a IE consider it in their 

heart.
  b 1 Sam. 7:6; Dan. 9:5.
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have done perversely, we have com-
mitted wickedness;
48 And so a  return unto thee with 

all their heart, and with all their 
soul, in the land of their enemies, 
which led them away captive, and 
pray unto thee toward their b  land, 
which thou gavest unto their fathers, 
the city which thou hast chosen, 
and the house which I have built 
for thy name:
49 Then a  hear thou their prayer 

and their supplication in b  heaven 
thy dwelling place, and maintain 
their cause,
50 And forgive thy people that 

have sinned against thee, and all 
their transgressions wherein they 
have transgressed against thee, and 
give them compassion before them 
who carried them captive, that they 
may have compassion on them:
51 For they be thy a  people, and 

thine b  inheritance, which thou 
broughtest forth out of Egypt, from 
the midst of the furnace of iron:
52 That thine eyes may be open 

unto the supplication of thy servant, 
and unto the supplication of thy 
people Israel, to hearken unto them 
in all that they call for unto thee.
53 For thou didst a  separate them 

from among all the people of the 
earth, to be b  thine inheritance, as 
thou spakest by the hand of Moses 
thy servant, when thou broughtest 
our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.
54 And it was so, that when Solo-

mon had made an end of a  praying 
all this prayer and supplication unto 
the LORD, he arose from before the 
altar of the LORD, from kneeling on 
his knees with his hands spread up 
to heaven.
55 And he stood, and blessed all 

the congregation of Israel with a 
loud voice, saying,
56 Blessed be the LORD, that hath 

given rest unto his people Israel, 
according to all that he promised: 
there hath not a  failed one b  word 
of all his good c  promise, which he 
promised by the hand of Moses his 
servant.
57 The LORD our God be with us, 

as he was with our fathers: let him 
not leave us, nor forsake us:
58 That he may incline our hearts 

unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, 
and his statutes, and his judgments, 
which he commanded our fathers.
59 And let these my words, where-

with I have made supplication be-
fore the LORD, be nigh unto the 
LORD our God day and night, that 
he maintain the cause of his ser-
vant, and the cause of his people 
Israel at all times, as the matter shall  
require:
60 That all the people of the earth 

may a  know that the LORD is b  God, 
and that there is c  none else.
61 Let your a  heart therefore be 

b  perfect with the LORD our God, to 
walk in his statutes, and to keep his  
commandments, as at this day.
62 ¶ And the king, and all Israel 

with him, a  offered sacrifice before 
the LORD.
63 And Solomon offered a a  sacri-

fice of peace offerings, which he off-
ered unto the LORD, two and twenty 
thousand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep. So the 
king and all the children of Israel 
b  dedicated the house of the LORD.
64 The same day did the king hal-

low the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the LORD: for 

 48 a Jer. 29:12 (12–14).
  b Ps. 5:7; Dan. 6:10.
 49 a Mosiah 21:15.
  b TG Heaven.
 51 a Ex. 33:13;  

2 Ne. 3:9; 8:16; 29:14;  
3 Ne. 16:8 (8–15);  
20:21 (15–21, 39);  
21:23 (12–24).

  b TG Inheritance.
 53 a Ex. 33:16; Lev. 20:24;  

John 17:6 (6–22);  
3 Ne. 15:19 (19–20).

  b Moses 1:26.
 54 a 2 Chr. 7:1 (1–3);  

D&C 109:4 (1–80).
 56 a Josh. 21:45; Matt. 24:35;  

1 Ne. 20:14; 2 Ne. 10:17;  
D&C 1:38; 64:31; 76:3;  
101:64.

  b 2 Ne. 9:16;  
Moses 4:30.

  c TG Promise.
 60 a TG Israel, Mission of.
  b Deut. 4:35 (35, 39).
  c Mosiah 5:8; D&C 76:1;  

Moses 1:6.
 61 a Moses 7:18.
  b 1 Chr. 28:9.
 62 a 2 Chr. 7:4 (4–10);  

Moses 5:5.
 63 a TG Sacrifice.
  b TG Dedication.
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hinges of gold, both for the doors 
of the inner house, the most b  holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, 
to wit, of the temple.
51 So was ended all the work that 

king Solomon made for the a  house 
of the LORD. And Solomon brought 
in the things which David his father 
had b  dedicated; even the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, did he put 
among the treasures of the house 
of the LORD.

CHAPTER 8
The ark, containing the two tablets of 
stone, is placed in the holy of holies—The 
glory of the Lord fills the temple—Solo-
mon offers the dedicatory prayer—He  
asks for temporal and spiritual bless-
ings upon repentant and prayerful  
Israel—The people sacrifice and wor-
ship for fourteen days.
THEN Solomon assembled the a  el-
ders of Israel, and all the heads of 
the tribes, the b  chief of the fathers 
of the children of Israel, unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD out of the city 
of David, which is Zion.
2 And all the men of Israel assem-

bled themselves unto king Solomon 
at the a feast in the month Ethanim, 
which is the seventh month.
3 And all the elders of Israel came, 

and the a  priests took up the ark.
4 And they brought up the ark 

of the LORD, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and all the holy 
vessels that were in the tabernacle, 
even those did the priests and the 
Levites bring up.
5 And king Solomon, and all the 

congregation of Israel, that were 

assembled unto him, were with him 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told 
nor numbered for multitude.
6 And the priests brought in the 

a  ark of the covenant of the LORD 
unto his place, into the oracle of the 
house, to the most b  holy place, even 
under the wings of the cherubims.
7 For the a  cherubims spread forth 

their two wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubims cov-
ered the ark and the staves thereof  
above.
8 And they drew out the a  staves, 

that the ends of the staves were seen 
out in the holy place before the b ora-
cle, and they were not seen without:  
and there they are unto this day.
9 There was nothing in the a  ark 

save the two b  tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at c  Horeb, when 
the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt.
10 And it came to pass, when the 

priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD,
11 So that the priests could not 

stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the a  glory of the LORD 
had filled the house of the LORD.
12 ¶ Then spake a  Solomon, The 

LORD said that he would dwell in 
the thick b  darkness.
13 I have surely a  built thee an 

b  house to dwell in, a settled place 
for thee to c  abide in for ever.
14 And the king turned his face 

about, and a  blessed all the congre-
gation of Israel: (and all the con-
gregation of Israel stood;)
15 And he said, Blessed be the LORD 

God of Israel, which spake with his  

 50 b 1 Kgs. 6:16.
 51 a TG Temple.
  b 2 Sam. 8:11 (10–11).
8 1 a 2 Chr. 5:2 (2–10, 14).
  b HEB princes, leaders.
 2 a Lev. 23:34; 1 Kgs. 8:65;  

2 Chr. 7:8 (8–10).
 3 a Num. 4:15;  

2 Chr. 5:5 (4–5).
 6 a Ex. 26:33 (33–34).
  b 1 Kgs. 6:16.

 7 a TG Cherubim.
 8 a Ex. 25:15.
  b 1 Kgs. 6:5.
 9 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
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do, and judge thy servants, con-
demning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him accord-
ing to his a  righteousness.
33 ¶ When thy people Israel be 

a  smitten down before the enemy, 
because they have b  sinned against 
thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, 
and make supplication unto thee 
in this house:
34 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gavest unto their  
fathers.
35 ¶ When heaven is a  shut up, 

and there is no b  rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; if they 
pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou afflictest them:
36 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou a teach 
them the good way wherein they 
should b  walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance.
37 ¶ If there be in the land fam-

ine, if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be cater-
piller; if their enemy besiege them 
in a  the land of their cities; whatso-
ever plague, whatsoever b  sickness 
there be;
38 What prayer and supplication 

soever be made by any man, or by 
all thy people Israel, which shall 
know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his 
hands toward this house:
39 Then hear thou in heaven thy 

dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man accord-

ing to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, 
knowest the a  hearts of all the chil-
dren of men;)
40 That they may a  fear thee all 

the days that they live in the land 
which thou gavest unto our fathers.
41 Moreover concerning a a stranger, 

that is not of thy people Israel, but 
cometh out of a far b country for thy 
name’s sake;
42 (For they shall hear of thy great 

name, and of thy strong a  hand, and 
of thy stretched out arm;) when he 
shall come and pray toward this 
house;
43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwell-

ing place, and do according to all 
that the stranger calleth to thee for: 
that all people of the earth may 
a  know thy name, to b  fear thee, as 
do thy people Israel; and that they 
may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name.
44 ¶ If thy people go out to battle 

against their enemy, whithersoever 
thou shalt a  send them, and shall 
pray unto the LORD toward the city  
which thou hast chosen, and to-
ward the house that I have built for  
thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their 

prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause.
46 If they sin against thee, (for 

there is no man that a  sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and 
b  deliver them to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives unto 
the land of the c  enemy, far or near;
47 Yet if they shall a bethink them-

selves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them cap-
tives, saying, We have b  sinned, and  
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hinges of gold, both for the doors 
of the inner house, the most b  holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, 
to wit, of the temple.
51 So was ended all the work that 

king Solomon made for the a  house 
of the LORD. And Solomon brought 
in the things which David his father 
had b  dedicated; even the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, did he put 
among the treasures of the house 
of the LORD.

CHAPTER 8
The ark, containing the two tablets of 
stone, is placed in the holy of holies—The 
glory of the Lord fills the temple—Solo-
mon offers the dedicatory prayer—He  
asks for temporal and spiritual bless-
ings upon repentant and prayerful  
Israel—The people sacrifice and wor-
ship for fourteen days.
THEN Solomon assembled the a  el-
ders of Israel, and all the heads of 
the tribes, the b  chief of the fathers 
of the children of Israel, unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD out of the city 
of David, which is Zion.
2 And all the men of Israel assem-

bled themselves unto king Solomon 
at the a feast in the month Ethanim, 
which is the seventh month.
3 And all the elders of Israel came, 

and the a  priests took up the ark.
4 And they brought up the ark 

of the LORD, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and all the holy 
vessels that were in the tabernacle, 
even those did the priests and the 
Levites bring up.
5 And king Solomon, and all the 

congregation of Israel, that were 

assembled unto him, were with him 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told 
nor numbered for multitude.
6 And the priests brought in the 

a  ark of the covenant of the LORD 
unto his place, into the oracle of the 
house, to the most b  holy place, even 
under the wings of the cherubims.
7 For the a  cherubims spread forth 

their two wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubims cov-
ered the ark and the staves thereof  
above.
8 And they drew out the a  staves, 

that the ends of the staves were seen 
out in the holy place before the b ora-
cle, and they were not seen without:  
and there they are unto this day.
9 There was nothing in the a  ark 

save the two b  tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at c  Horeb, when 
the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt.
10 And it came to pass, when the 

priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD,
11 So that the priests could not 

stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the a  glory of the LORD 
had filled the house of the LORD.
12 ¶ Then spake a  Solomon, The 

LORD said that he would dwell in 
the thick b  darkness.
13 I have surely a  built thee an 

b  house to dwell in, a settled place 
for thee to c  abide in for ever.
14 And the king turned his face 

about, and a  blessed all the congre-
gation of Israel: (and all the con-
gregation of Israel stood;)
15 And he said, Blessed be the LORD 

God of Israel, which spake with his  
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do, and judge thy servants, con-
demning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him accord-
ing to his a  righteousness.
33 ¶ When thy people Israel be 

a  smitten down before the enemy, 
because they have b  sinned against 
thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, 
and make supplication unto thee 
in this house:
34 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gavest unto their  
fathers.
35 ¶ When heaven is a  shut up, 

and there is no b  rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; if they 
pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou afflictest them:
36 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou a teach 
them the good way wherein they 
should b  walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance.
37 ¶ If there be in the land fam-

ine, if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be cater-
piller; if their enemy besiege them 
in a  the land of their cities; whatso-
ever plague, whatsoever b  sickness 
there be;
38 What prayer and supplication 

soever be made by any man, or by 
all thy people Israel, which shall 
know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his 
hands toward this house:
39 Then hear thou in heaven thy 

dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man accord-

ing to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, 
knowest the a  hearts of all the chil-
dren of men;)
40 That they may a  fear thee all 

the days that they live in the land 
which thou gavest unto our fathers.
41 Moreover concerning a a stranger, 

that is not of thy people Israel, but 
cometh out of a far b country for thy 
name’s sake;
42 (For they shall hear of thy great 

name, and of thy strong a  hand, and 
of thy stretched out arm;) when he 
shall come and pray toward this 
house;
43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwell-

ing place, and do according to all 
that the stranger calleth to thee for: 
that all people of the earth may 
a  know thy name, to b  fear thee, as 
do thy people Israel; and that they 
may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name.
44 ¶ If thy people go out to battle 

against their enemy, whithersoever 
thou shalt a  send them, and shall 
pray unto the LORD toward the city  
which thou hast chosen, and to-
ward the house that I have built for  
thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their 

prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause.
46 If they sin against thee, (for 

there is no man that a  sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and 
b  deliver them to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives unto 
the land of the c  enemy, far or near;
47 Yet if they shall a bethink them-

selves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them cap-
tives, saying, We have b  sinned, and  
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hinges of gold, both for the doors 
of the inner house, the most b  holy 
place, and for the doors of the house, 
to wit, of the temple.
51 So was ended all the work that 

king Solomon made for the a  house 
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in the things which David his father 
had b  dedicated; even the silver, and 
the gold, and the vessels, did he put 
among the treasures of the house 
of the LORD.
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ings upon repentant and prayerful  
Israel—The people sacrifice and wor-
ship for fourteen days.
THEN Solomon assembled the a  el-
ders of Israel, and all the heads of 
the tribes, the b  chief of the fathers 
of the children of Israel, unto king 
Solomon in Jerusalem, that they 
might bring up the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD out of the city 
of David, which is Zion.
2 And all the men of Israel assem-

bled themselves unto king Solomon 
at the a feast in the month Ethanim, 
which is the seventh month.
3 And all the elders of Israel came, 

and the a  priests took up the ark.
4 And they brought up the ark 

of the LORD, and the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and all the holy 
vessels that were in the tabernacle, 
even those did the priests and the 
Levites bring up.
5 And king Solomon, and all the 

congregation of Israel, that were 

assembled unto him, were with him 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep 
and oxen, that could not be told 
nor numbered for multitude.
6 And the priests brought in the 

a  ark of the covenant of the LORD 
unto his place, into the oracle of the 
house, to the most b  holy place, even 
under the wings of the cherubims.
7 For the a  cherubims spread forth 

their two wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubims cov-
ered the ark and the staves thereof  
above.
8 And they drew out the a  staves, 

that the ends of the staves were seen 
out in the holy place before the b ora-
cle, and they were not seen without:  
and there they are unto this day.
9 There was nothing in the a  ark 

save the two b  tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at c  Horeb, when 
the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt.
10 And it came to pass, when the 

priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD,
11 So that the priests could not 

stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the a  glory of the LORD 
had filled the house of the LORD.
12 ¶ Then spake a  Solomon, The 

LORD said that he would dwell in 
the thick b  darkness.
13 I have surely a  built thee an 

b  house to dwell in, a settled place 
for thee to c  abide in for ever.
14 And the king turned his face 

about, and a  blessed all the congre-
gation of Israel: (and all the con-
gregation of Israel stood;)
15 And he said, Blessed be the LORD 

God of Israel, which spake with his  
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do, and judge thy servants, con-
demning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him accord-
ing to his a  righteousness.
33 ¶ When thy people Israel be 

a  smitten down before the enemy, 
because they have b  sinned against 
thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, 
and make supplication unto thee 
in this house:
34 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gavest unto their  
fathers.
35 ¶ When heaven is a  shut up, 

and there is no b  rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; if they 
pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou afflictest them:
36 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou a teach 
them the good way wherein they 
should b  walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance.
37 ¶ If there be in the land fam-

ine, if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be cater-
piller; if their enemy besiege them 
in a  the land of their cities; whatso-
ever plague, whatsoever b  sickness 
there be;
38 What prayer and supplication 

soever be made by any man, or by 
all thy people Israel, which shall 
know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his 
hands toward this house:
39 Then hear thou in heaven thy 

dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man accord-

ing to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, 
knowest the a  hearts of all the chil-
dren of men;)
40 That they may a  fear thee all 

the days that they live in the land 
which thou gavest unto our fathers.
41 Moreover concerning a a stranger, 

that is not of thy people Israel, but 
cometh out of a far b country for thy 
name’s sake;
42 (For they shall hear of thy great 

name, and of thy strong a  hand, and 
of thy stretched out arm;) when he 
shall come and pray toward this 
house;
43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwell-

ing place, and do according to all 
that the stranger calleth to thee for: 
that all people of the earth may 
a  know thy name, to b  fear thee, as 
do thy people Israel; and that they 
may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name.
44 ¶ If thy people go out to battle 

against their enemy, whithersoever 
thou shalt a  send them, and shall 
pray unto the LORD toward the city  
which thou hast chosen, and to-
ward the house that I have built for  
thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their 

prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause.
46 If they sin against thee, (for 

there is no man that a  sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and 
b  deliver them to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives unto 
the land of the c  enemy, far or near;
47 Yet if they shall a bethink them-

selves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them cap-
tives, saying, We have b  sinned, and  
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to wit, of the temple.
51 So was ended all the work that 

king Solomon made for the a  house 
of the LORD. And Solomon brought 
in the things which David his father 
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nor numbered for multitude.
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under the wings of the cherubims.
7 For the a  cherubims spread forth 

their two wings over the place of 
the ark, and the cherubims cov-
ered the ark and the staves thereof  
above.
8 And they drew out the a  staves, 

that the ends of the staves were seen 
out in the holy place before the b ora-
cle, and they were not seen without:  
and there they are unto this day.
9 There was nothing in the a  ark 

save the two b  tables of stone, which 
Moses put there at c  Horeb, when 
the LORD made a covenant with the 
children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt.
10 And it came to pass, when the 

priests were come out of the holy 
place, that the a cloud filled the house 
of the LORD,
11 So that the priests could not 

stand to minister because of the 
cloud: for the a  glory of the LORD 
had filled the house of the LORD.
12 ¶ Then spake a  Solomon, The 

LORD said that he would dwell in 
the thick b  darkness.
13 I have surely a  built thee an 

b  house to dwell in, a settled place 
for thee to c  abide in for ever.
14 And the king turned his face 

about, and a  blessed all the congre-
gation of Israel: (and all the con-
gregation of Israel stood;)
15 And he said, Blessed be the LORD 

God of Israel, which spake with his  
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do, and judge thy servants, con-
demning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head; and justifying 
the righteous, to give him accord-
ing to his a  righteousness.
33 ¶ When thy people Israel be 

a  smitten down before the enemy, 
because they have b  sinned against 
thee, and shall turn again to thee, 
and confess thy name, and pray, 
and make supplication unto thee 
in this house:
34 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy people Israel, 
and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gavest unto their  
fathers.
35 ¶ When heaven is a  shut up, 

and there is no b  rain, because they 
have sinned against thee; if they 
pray toward this place, and confess 
thy name, and turn from their sin, 
when thou afflictest them:
36 Then hear thou in heaven, and 

forgive the sin of thy servants, and 
of thy people Israel, that thou a teach 
them the good way wherein they 
should b  walk, and give rain upon 
thy land, which thou hast given to 
thy people for an inheritance.
37 ¶ If there be in the land fam-

ine, if there be pestilence, blasting, 
mildew, locust, or if there be cater-
piller; if their enemy besiege them 
in a  the land of their cities; whatso-
ever plague, whatsoever b  sickness 
there be;
38 What prayer and supplication 

soever be made by any man, or by 
all thy people Israel, which shall 
know every man the plague of his 
own heart, and spread forth his 
hands toward this house:
39 Then hear thou in heaven thy 

dwelling place, and forgive, and 
do, and give to every man accord-

ing to his ways, whose heart thou 
knowest; (for thou, even thou only, 
knowest the a  hearts of all the chil-
dren of men;)
40 That they may a  fear thee all 

the days that they live in the land 
which thou gavest unto our fathers.
41 Moreover concerning a a stranger, 

that is not of thy people Israel, but 
cometh out of a far b country for thy 
name’s sake;
42 (For they shall hear of thy great 

name, and of thy strong a  hand, and 
of thy stretched out arm;) when he 
shall come and pray toward this 
house;
43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwell-

ing place, and do according to all 
that the stranger calleth to thee for: 
that all people of the earth may 
a  know thy name, to b  fear thee, as 
do thy people Israel; and that they 
may know that this house, which I 
have builded, is called by thy name.
44 ¶ If thy people go out to battle 

against their enemy, whithersoever 
thou shalt a  send them, and shall 
pray unto the LORD toward the city  
which thou hast chosen, and to-
ward the house that I have built for  
thy name:
45 Then hear thou in heaven their 

prayer and their supplication, and 
maintain their cause.
46 If they sin against thee, (for 

there is no man that a  sinneth not,) 
and thou be angry with them, and 
b  deliver them to the enemy, so that 
they carry them away captives unto 
the land of the c  enemy, far or near;
47 Yet if they shall a bethink them-

selves in the land whither they were 
carried captives, and repent, and 
make supplication unto thee in the 
land of them that carried them cap-
tives, saying, We have b  sinned, and  

 32 a TG Righteousness.
 33 a Lev. 26:17.
  b D&C 103:8.
 35 a Deut. 11:17 (10–18);  

Ether 4:9;  
D&C 77:8.

  b Hel. 11:4 (3–5).
 36 a Ps. 27:11; 86:11;  

2 Ne. 25:28; 33:10.
  b 1 Sam. 12:23 (16–23).

 37 a Septuagint: any of their 
cities.

  b TG Sickness.
 39 a D&C 6:16.
 40 a Ps. 130:4.
 41 a TG Stranger.
  b Isa. 2:2 (2–4);  

D&C 64:42 (42–43).
 42 a Deut. 3:24.
 43 a Josh. 4:24.  

TG Israel, Mission of;  
Name.

  b D&C 64:43.
 44 a D&C 98:33.
 46 a TG Sin.
  b Mosiah 12:2 (2–9).
  c Lev. 26:44.
 47 a IE consider it in their 

heart.
  b 1 Sam. 7:6; Dan. 9:5.
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have done perversely, we have com-
mitted wickedness;
48 And so a  return unto thee with 

all their heart, and with all their 
soul, in the land of their enemies, 
which led them away captive, and 
pray unto thee toward their b  land, 
which thou gavest unto their fathers, 
the city which thou hast chosen, 
and the house which I have built 
for thy name:
49 Then a  hear thou their prayer 

and their supplication in b  heaven 
thy dwelling place, and maintain 
their cause,
50 And forgive thy people that 

have sinned against thee, and all 
their transgressions wherein they 
have transgressed against thee, and 
give them compassion before them 
who carried them captive, that they 
may have compassion on them:
51 For they be thy a  people, and 

thine b  inheritance, which thou 
broughtest forth out of Egypt, from 
the midst of the furnace of iron:
52 That thine eyes may be open 

unto the supplication of thy servant, 
and unto the supplication of thy 
people Israel, to hearken unto them 
in all that they call for unto thee.
53 For thou didst a  separate them 

from among all the people of the 
earth, to be b  thine inheritance, as 
thou spakest by the hand of Moses 
thy servant, when thou broughtest 
our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.
54 And it was so, that when Solo-

mon had made an end of a  praying 
all this prayer and supplication unto 
the LORD, he arose from before the 
altar of the LORD, from kneeling on 
his knees with his hands spread up 
to heaven.
55 And he stood, and blessed all 

the congregation of Israel with a 
loud voice, saying,
56 Blessed be the LORD, that hath 

given rest unto his people Israel, 
according to all that he promised: 
there hath not a  failed one b  word 
of all his good c  promise, which he 
promised by the hand of Moses his 
servant.
57 The LORD our God be with us, 

as he was with our fathers: let him 
not leave us, nor forsake us:
58 That he may incline our hearts 

unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, 
and his statutes, and his judgments, 
which he commanded our fathers.
59 And let these my words, where-

with I have made supplication be-
fore the LORD, be nigh unto the 
LORD our God day and night, that 
he maintain the cause of his ser-
vant, and the cause of his people 
Israel at all times, as the matter shall  
require:
60 That all the people of the earth 

may a  know that the LORD is b  God, 
and that there is c  none else.
61 Let your a  heart therefore be 

b  perfect with the LORD our God, to 
walk in his statutes, and to keep his  
commandments, as at this day.
62 ¶ And the king, and all Israel 

with him, a  offered sacrifice before 
the LORD.
63 And Solomon offered a a  sacri-

fice of peace offerings, which he off-
ered unto the LORD, two and twenty 
thousand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep. So the 
king and all the children of Israel 
b  dedicated the house of the LORD.
64 The same day did the king hal-

low the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the LORD: for 

 48 a Jer. 29:12 (12–14).
  b Ps. 5:7; Dan. 6:10.
 49 a Mosiah 21:15.
  b TG Heaven.
 51 a Ex. 33:13;  

2 Ne. 3:9; 8:16; 29:14;  
3 Ne. 16:8 (8–15);  
20:21 (15–21, 39);  
21:23 (12–24).

  b TG Inheritance.
 53 a Ex. 33:16; Lev. 20:24;  

John 17:6 (6–22);  
3 Ne. 15:19 (19–20).

  b Moses 1:26.
 54 a 2 Chr. 7:1 (1–3);  

D&C 109:4 (1–80).
 56 a Josh. 21:45; Matt. 24:35;  

1 Ne. 20:14; 2 Ne. 10:17;  
D&C 1:38; 64:31; 76:3;  
101:64.

  b 2 Ne. 9:16;  
Moses 4:30.

  c TG Promise.
 60 a TG Israel, Mission of.
  b Deut. 4:35 (35, 39).
  c Mosiah 5:8; D&C 76:1;  

Moses 1:6.
 61 a Moses 7:18.
  b 1 Chr. 28:9.
 62 a 2 Chr. 7:4 (4–10);  

Moses 5:5.
 63 a TG Sacrifice.
  b TG Dedication.
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have done perversely, we have com-
mitted wickedness;
48 And so a  return unto thee with 

all their heart, and with all their 
soul, in the land of their enemies, 
which led them away captive, and 
pray unto thee toward their b  land, 
which thou gavest unto their fathers, 
the city which thou hast chosen, 
and the house which I have built 
for thy name:
49 Then a  hear thou their prayer 

and their supplication in b  heaven 
thy dwelling place, and maintain 
their cause,
50 And forgive thy people that 

have sinned against thee, and all 
their transgressions wherein they 
have transgressed against thee, and 
give them compassion before them 
who carried them captive, that they 
may have compassion on them:
51 For they be thy a  people, and 

thine b  inheritance, which thou 
broughtest forth out of Egypt, from 
the midst of the furnace of iron:
52 That thine eyes may be open 

unto the supplication of thy servant, 
and unto the supplication of thy 
people Israel, to hearken unto them 
in all that they call for unto thee.
53 For thou didst a  separate them 

from among all the people of the 
earth, to be b  thine inheritance, as 
thou spakest by the hand of Moses 
thy servant, when thou broughtest 
our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.
54 And it was so, that when Solo-

mon had made an end of a  praying 
all this prayer and supplication unto 
the LORD, he arose from before the 
altar of the LORD, from kneeling on 
his knees with his hands spread up 
to heaven.
55 And he stood, and blessed all 

the congregation of Israel with a 
loud voice, saying,
56 Blessed be the LORD, that hath 

given rest unto his people Israel, 
according to all that he promised: 
there hath not a  failed one b  word 
of all his good c  promise, which he 
promised by the hand of Moses his 
servant.
57 The LORD our God be with us, 

as he was with our fathers: let him 
not leave us, nor forsake us:
58 That he may incline our hearts 

unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, 
and his statutes, and his judgments, 
which he commanded our fathers.
59 And let these my words, where-

with I have made supplication be-
fore the LORD, be nigh unto the 
LORD our God day and night, that 
he maintain the cause of his ser-
vant, and the cause of his people 
Israel at all times, as the matter shall  
require:
60 That all the people of the earth 

may a  know that the LORD is b  God, 
and that there is c  none else.
61 Let your a  heart therefore be 

b  perfect with the LORD our God, to 
walk in his statutes, and to keep his  
commandments, as at this day.
62 ¶ And the king, and all Israel 

with him, a  offered sacrifice before 
the LORD.
63 And Solomon offered a a  sacri-

fice of peace offerings, which he off-
ered unto the LORD, two and twenty 
thousand oxen, and an hundred 
and twenty thousand sheep. So the 
king and all the children of Israel 
b  dedicated the house of the LORD.
64 The same day did the king hal-

low the middle of the court that was 
before the house of the LORD: for 

 48 a Jer. 29:12 (12–14).
  b Ps. 5:7; Dan. 6:10.
 49 a Mosiah 21:15.
  b TG Heaven.
 51 a Ex. 33:13;  

2 Ne. 3:9; 8:16; 29:14;  
3 Ne. 16:8 (8–15);  
20:21 (15–21, 39);  
21:23 (12–24).

  b TG Inheritance.
 53 a Ex. 33:16; Lev. 20:24;  

John 17:6 (6–22);  
3 Ne. 15:19 (19–20).

  b Moses 1:26.
 54 a 2 Chr. 7:1 (1–3);  

D&C 109:4 (1–80).
 56 a Josh. 21:45; Matt. 24:35;  

1 Ne. 20:14; 2 Ne. 10:17;  
D&C 1:38; 64:31; 76:3;  
101:64.

  b 2 Ne. 9:16;  
Moses 4:30.

  c TG Promise.
 60 a TG Israel, Mission of.
  b Deut. 4:35 (35, 39).
  c Mosiah 5:8; D&C 76:1;  

Moses 1:6.
 61 a Moses 7:18.
  b 1 Chr. 28:9.
 62 a 2 Chr. 7:4 (4–10);  

Moses 5:5.
 63 a TG Sacrifice.
  b TG Dedication.
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there he offered burnt offerings, 
and meat offerings, and the fat of 
the peace offerings: because the 
a  brasen altar that was before the 
LORD was too little to receive the 
burnt offerings, and meat offerings, 
and the fat of the peace offerings.
65 And at that time Solomon held 

a a  feast, and all Israel with him, a 
great congregation, from the b  en-
tering in of Hamath unto the river 
of Egypt, before the LORD our God, 
seven days and seven days, even 
fourteen days.
66 On the a  eighth day he sent the 

people away: and they blessed the 
king, and went unto their tents 
joyful and glad of heart for all the 
goodness that the LORD had done 
for David his servant, and for Israel 
his people.

CHAPTER 9
The Lord again appears to Solomon—
The Lord promises great blessings if the 
Israelites are obedient and great cursings 
if they forsake Him—Solomon reigns 
in splendor, levies tribute upon the non-
Israelites, and builds a navy of ships.
AND it came to pass, when Solomon 
had a  finished the building of the 
b  house of the LORD, and the c  king’s 
house, and all Solomon’s desire 
which he was pleased to do,
2 That the LORD a appeared to Solo-

mon the second time, as he had  
appeared unto him at b  Gibeon.
3 And the LORD said unto him, I have 

heard thy a  prayer and thy supplica-
tion, that thou hast made before me: I 
have hallowed this house, which thou 
hast built, to put my b  name there for  
ever; and mine eyes and mine heart 
shall be there perpetually.
4 And if thou wilt a walk before me, 

as b  David thy father walked, in c  in-
tegrity of heart, and in uprightness, 

to do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and wilt keep my 
statutes and my judgments:
5 Then I will establish the a throne 

of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, 
as I promised to David thy father, 
saying, There shall not fail thee a 
man upon the throne of Israel.
6 But if ye shall at all turn from 

following me, ye or your children, 
and will not keep my command-
ments and my statutes which I have 
set before you, but go and serve 
a  other gods, and worship them:
7 Then will I a  cut off Israel out of 

the b  land which I have given them; 
and this house, which I have hal-
lowed for my name, will I cast out 
of my sight; and Israel shall be a 
proverb and a c  byword among all 
people:
8 And at this house, which is high, 

every one that passeth by it shall 
be astonished, and shall hiss; and 
they shall say, Why hath the LORD 
a  done thus unto this land, and to 
this house?
9 And they shall answer, Because 

they forsook the LORD their God, 
who brought forth their fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, and have taken 
hold upon other gods, and have 
worshipped them, and served them: 
therefore hath the LORD brought 
upon them all this evil.
10 ¶ And it came to pass at the 

end of twenty years, when Solomon 
had built the two houses, the house 
of the LORD, and the king’s house,
11 (Now Hiram the king of Tyre 

had furnished Solomon with cedar 
trees and fir trees, and with gold, 
according to all his desire,) that then 
king Solomon gave Hiram twenty 
cities in the land of Galilee.
12 And Hiram came out from Tyre 

to see the cities which Solomon had 
given him; and they pleased him not.

 64 a 2 Chr. 4:1.
 65 a Lev. 23:34;  

1 Kgs. 8:2.
  b IE approach, entrance.
 66 a 2 Chr. 7:9 (8–10).
9 1 a 2 Chr. 7:11 (11–22).
  b 2 Ne. 5:16;  

D&C 109:4 (1–80).

  c 1 Kgs. 7:1.
 2 a 1 Kgs. 11:9.
  b 1 Kgs. 3:5.
 3 a D&C 67:1.
  b 2 Kgs. 21:4.
 4 a 1 Kgs. 6:12.
  b 1 Kgs. 15:5.
  c TG Integrity.

 5 a 2 Sam. 7:16 (12, 16);  
Ps. 132:12.

 6 a 1 Kgs. 11:10.
 7 a 2 Kgs. 17:23.
  b TG Israel, Land of.
  c 1 Ne. 19:14 (13–14).
 8 a Deut. 29:24 (24–26);  

Jer. 22:8 (8–9).



Gordon B. Hinckley 

“The temple is … a place of personal inspiration 
and revelation. Legion are those who in times of 
stress, when di$cult decisions must be made and 
perplexing problems must be handled, have come 
to the temple in a spirit of fasting and prayer to 
seek divine direction. Many have testi!ed that 
while voices of revelation were not heard, 
impressions concerning a course to follow were 
experienced at that time or later which became 
answers to their prayers”  

(Gordon B. Hinckley, “The Salt Lake Temple,” Ensign, Mar. 1993, 6).



1 Kings 9-10
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



1 Kings 9:1-9 - The Lord Appears to Solomon 

1 Kings 9:10-28 - Solomon's Other Acts 

1 Kings 10:1-13 - The Queen of Sheba 

1 Kings 10:14-29 - Solomon's Great Wealth



1 Kings 10:6-7 
6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land 
of thy acts and of thy wisdom. 
7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: 
and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth 
the fame which I heard.



1 Kings 11
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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present, vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and garments, and armour, 
and spices, horses, and mules, a rate 
year by year.
26 ¶ And Solomon gathered to-

gether chariots and horsemen: and 
he had a a  thousand and four hun-
dred chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he bestowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the 
king at Jerusalem.
27 And the king a  made silver to be 

in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars 
made he to be as the sycomore trees 
that are in the vale, for abundance.
28 ¶ And Solomon had horses 

brought out of Egypt, and a  linen 
yarn: the king’s merchants received 
the linen yarn at a price.
29 And a chariot came up and 

went out of Egypt for six hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an  
hundred and fifty: and so for all 
the kings of the Hittites, and for the  
kings of Syria, did they bring them 
out by their means.

CHAPTER 11
Solomon marries non-Israelite women, 
and his wives turn his heart to the 
worship of false gods—The Lord stirs 
up adversaries against him, including 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat—Ahijah 
promises Jeroboam that he will be the 
king of the ten tribes—Solomon dies 
and Rehoboam reigns in his stead.
BUT king a  Solomon loved many 
b  strange c  women, together with the 
d  daughter of e  Pharaoh, women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edom-
ites, Zidonians, and Hittites;
2 Of the nations concerning which 

the LORD said unto the children of 

Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto 
you: for surely they will a  turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon 
clave unto these in love.
3 And he had seven hundred wives, 

princesses, and three hundred con-
cubines: and his a wives turned away 
his heart.
4 For it came to pass, when Solo-

mon was old, that his a  wives turned 
away his heart after other gods: and 
his heart was not perfect with the 
LORD his God, b  as was the heart of 
David his father.
5 For Solomon went after Ash-

toreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 
and after Milcom the abomination 
of the Ammonites.
6 And a  Solomon did evil in the 

sight of the LORD, b  and went not 
fully after the LORD, as did David 
his father.
7 Then did Solomon build an high 

place for a  Chemosh, the abomina-
tion of Moab, in the b  hill that is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, 
the abomination of the children 
of Ammon.
8 And likewise did he for all his 

strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods.
9 ¶ And the LORD was angry with 

Solomon, because his heart was 
a turned from the LORD God of Israel,  
which had b  appeared unto him 
twice,
10 And had commanded him con-

cerning this thing, that he should 
not go after a  other gods: but he 
kept not that which the LORD com-
manded.
11 Wherefore the LORD said unto 

Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done 

 26 a 1 Kgs. 4:26.
 27 a HEB gave, put.
 28 a HEB from Kue (Cilicia). 

The name of this 
country is mistakenly 
translated to be “linen 
yarn.”

11 1 a Jacob 2:24 (23–24);  
D&C 132:38.

  b Deut. 17:17;  
Neh. 13:26.

  c TG Woman.
  d 1 Kgs. 7:8; 9:16 (16–24).
  e 1 Kgs. 3:1.
 2 a TG Apostasy of Israel.
 3 a Jer. 44:9.
 4 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
  b JST 1 Kgs. 11:4 . . . and it 

became as the heart . . .
 6 a TG Ingratitude.
  b JST 1 Kgs. 11:6 . . . as 

David his father, and 

went not fully after the 
Lord.

 7 a Num. 21:29.
  b 2 Kgs. 23:13.
 9 a TG Apostasy of 

Individuals.
  b 1 Kgs. 3:5; 9:2.  

TG God, Privilege of 
Seeing.

 10 a 1 Kgs. 9:6 (6–7).
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of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
a  covenant and my statutes, which I 
have commanded thee, I will surely 
rend the b  kingdom from thee, and 
will give it to thy servant.
12 Notwithstanding in thy days I 

will not do it for David thy father’s 
sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son.
13 Howbeit I will not rend away 

all the kingdom; but will give a  one 
tribe to thy son for David my ser-
vant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
which I have chosen.
14 ¶ And the LORD stirred up an 

a  adversary unto Solomon, Hadad 
the Edomite: he was of the king’s 
seed in Edom.
15 For it came to pass, when David 

was in a Edom, and Joab the captain 
of the host was gone up to bury the 
slain, after he had smitten every 
male in Edom;
16 (For six months did Joab remain 

there with all Israel, until he had 
cut off every male in Edom:)
17 That Hadad fled, he and certain 

Edomites of his father’s servants 
with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad 
being yet a little child.
18 And they arose out of Midian, 

and came to Paran: and they took 
men with them out of Paran, and 
they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; which gave him an 
house, and appointed him victuals, 
and gave him land.
19 And Hadad found great favour 

in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he 
gave him to wife the sister of his 
own wife, the sister of Tahpenes 
the queen.
20 And the sister of Tahpenes 

bare him Genubath his son, whom 
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
house: and Genubath was in Pha-
raoh’s household among the sons 
of Pharaoh.
21 And when Hadad heard in 

Egypt that David slept with his 
fathers, and that Joab the captain 

of the host was dead, Hadad said to 
Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may 
go to mine own country.
22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, 

But what hast thou lacked with 
me, that, behold, thou seekest to 
go to thine own country ? And he 
answered, Nothing: howbeit let me 
go in any wise.
23 ¶ And God stirred him up an-

other adversary, Rezon the son of 
Eliadah, which fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah:
24 And he gathered men unto him, 

and became captain over a band, 
when David slew them of Zobah: and 
they went to Damascus, and dwelt 
therein, and reigned in Damascus.
25 And he was an adversary to 

Israel all the days of Solomon, be-
side the mischief that Hadad did: 
and he abhorred Israel, and reigned 
over Syria.
26 ¶ And Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, 
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s 
name was Zeruah, a widow woman, 
even he lifted up his hand against 
the king.
27 And this was the cause that he 

lifted up his hand against the king: 
Solomon built a  Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David 
his father.
28 And the man Jeroboam was a 

mighty man of valour: and Solomon 
seeing the young man that he was 
industrious, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of  
Joseph.
29 And it came to pass at that 

time when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet a  Ahi-
jah the Shilonite found him in the 
way; and he had clad himself with 
a new garment; and they two were 
alone in the field:
30 And a  Ahijah caught the new 

garment that was on him, and rent 
it in twelve pieces:
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take 

 11 a TG Covenants.
  b 1 Kgs. 12:16 (15–16).
 13 a 1 Kgs. 12:20.
 14 a Hel. 12:3 (2–3).

 15 a 1 Chr. 18:13 (12–13).
 27 a 2 Sam. 5:9;  

1 Kgs. 9:15 (15, 24);  
2 Kgs. 12:20;  

2 Chr. 32:5.
 29 a 1 Kgs. 14:2.
 30 a 1 Kgs. 12:15.
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thee ten pieces: for thus saith the 
LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I 
will rend the kingdom out of the 
hand of Solomon, and will give a ten 
tribes to thee:
32 (But he shall have a  one tribe 

for my servant David’s sake, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake, the city which 
I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel:)
33 Because that they have a  for-

saken me, and have worshipped 
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zi-
donians, Chemosh the god of the 
Moabites, and b  Milcom the god of 
the children of Ammon, and have 
not walked in my ways, to do that 
which is right in mine eyes, and to 
keep my statutes and my judgments, 
c  as did David his father.
34 Howbeit I will not take the 

whole kingdom out of his hand: 
but I will make him prince all the 
days of his life for David my ser-
vant’s sake, whom I chose, because 
he kept my commandments and 
my statutes:
35 But I will take the kingdom out 

of his son’s hand, and will give it 
unto thee, even ten tribes.
36 And unto his son will I give 

a  one b  tribe, that David my servant 
may have a light alway before me 
in Jerusalem, the city which I have 
c  chosen me to put my name there.
37 And I will take thee, and thou 

shalt reign according to all that thy 
soul a  desireth, and shalt be king 
over Israel.
38 And it shall be, if thou wilt  

hearken unto all that I command 
thee, and wilt a  walk in my ways, 
and do that is right in my sight, to 
keep my statutes and my command-

ments, as David my servant b  did; 
that I will be with thee, and build 
thee a sure c  house, as I built for Da-
vid, and will give Israel unto thee.
39 a  And I will for this afflict the 

seed of b  David, but not for ever.
40 Solomon sought therefore to 

kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, 
and fled into Egypt, unto a  Shishak 
king of Egypt, and was in Egypt 
until the death of Solomon.
41 ¶ And the rest of the acts of 

Solomon, and all that he did, and 
his wisdom, are they not written in 
the a  book of the acts of Solomon?
42 And the time that Solomon 

reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel 
was forty years.
43 And Solomon slept with his 

fathers, and was buried in the city 
of David his father: and a Rehoboam 
his son reigned in his stead.

CHAPTER 12
Rehoboam seeks to impose greater bur-
dens upon the people—The ten tribes 
revolt and turn to Jeroboam—Jero-
boam turns to idolatry and worships  
false gods.
AND a  Rehoboam went to Shechem: 
for all Israel were come to Shechem 
to make him king.
2 And it came to pass, when Jero-

boam the son of Nebat, who was yet 
in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled 
from the presence of king Solomon, 
and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;)
3 That they sent and called him. 

And Jeroboam and all the congre-
gation of Israel came, and spake 
unto Rehoboam, saying,
4 Thy father made our a yoke griev-

ous: now therefore make thou the 
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 38 a TG Walking with God.
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in the day that I blessed 
him; I will be . . .

  c 1 Sam. 2:35.
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present, vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and garments, and armour, 
and spices, horses, and mules, a rate 
year by year.
26 ¶ And Solomon gathered to-

gether chariots and horsemen: and 
he had a a  thousand and four hun-
dred chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he bestowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the 
king at Jerusalem.
27 And the king a  made silver to be 

in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars 
made he to be as the sycomore trees 
that are in the vale, for abundance.
28 ¶ And Solomon had horses 

brought out of Egypt, and a  linen 
yarn: the king’s merchants received 
the linen yarn at a price.
29 And a chariot came up and 

went out of Egypt for six hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an  
hundred and fifty: and so for all 
the kings of the Hittites, and for the  
kings of Syria, did they bring them 
out by their means.

CHAPTER 11
Solomon marries non-Israelite women, 
and his wives turn his heart to the 
worship of false gods—The Lord stirs 
up adversaries against him, including 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat—Ahijah 
promises Jeroboam that he will be the 
king of the ten tribes—Solomon dies 
and Rehoboam reigns in his stead.
BUT king a  Solomon loved many 
b  strange c  women, together with the 
d  daughter of e  Pharaoh, women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edom-
ites, Zidonians, and Hittites;
2 Of the nations concerning which 

the LORD said unto the children of 

Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto 
you: for surely they will a  turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon 
clave unto these in love.
3 And he had seven hundred wives, 

princesses, and three hundred con-
cubines: and his a wives turned away 
his heart.
4 For it came to pass, when Solo-

mon was old, that his a  wives turned 
away his heart after other gods: and 
his heart was not perfect with the 
LORD his God, b  as was the heart of 
David his father.
5 For Solomon went after Ash-

toreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 
and after Milcom the abomination 
of the Ammonites.
6 And a  Solomon did evil in the 

sight of the LORD, b  and went not 
fully after the LORD, as did David 
his father.
7 Then did Solomon build an high 

place for a  Chemosh, the abomina-
tion of Moab, in the b  hill that is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, 
the abomination of the children 
of Ammon.
8 And likewise did he for all his 

strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods.
9 ¶ And the LORD was angry with 

Solomon, because his heart was 
a turned from the LORD God of Israel,  
which had b  appeared unto him 
twice,
10 And had commanded him con-

cerning this thing, that he should 
not go after a  other gods: but he 
kept not that which the LORD com-
manded.
11 Wherefore the LORD said unto 

Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done 

 26 a 1 Kgs. 4:26.
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 28 a HEB from Kue (Cilicia). 
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of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
a  covenant and my statutes, which I 
have commanded thee, I will surely 
rend the b  kingdom from thee, and 
will give it to thy servant.
12 Notwithstanding in thy days I 

will not do it for David thy father’s 
sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son.
13 Howbeit I will not rend away 

all the kingdom; but will give a  one 
tribe to thy son for David my ser-
vant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
which I have chosen.
14 ¶ And the LORD stirred up an 

a  adversary unto Solomon, Hadad 
the Edomite: he was of the king’s 
seed in Edom.
15 For it came to pass, when David 

was in a Edom, and Joab the captain 
of the host was gone up to bury the 
slain, after he had smitten every 
male in Edom;
16 (For six months did Joab remain 

there with all Israel, until he had 
cut off every male in Edom:)
17 That Hadad fled, he and certain 

Edomites of his father’s servants 
with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad 
being yet a little child.
18 And they arose out of Midian, 

and came to Paran: and they took 
men with them out of Paran, and 
they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; which gave him an 
house, and appointed him victuals, 
and gave him land.
19 And Hadad found great favour 

in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he 
gave him to wife the sister of his 
own wife, the sister of Tahpenes 
the queen.
20 And the sister of Tahpenes 

bare him Genubath his son, whom 
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
house: and Genubath was in Pha-
raoh’s household among the sons 
of Pharaoh.
21 And when Hadad heard in 

Egypt that David slept with his 
fathers, and that Joab the captain 

of the host was dead, Hadad said to 
Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may 
go to mine own country.
22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, 

But what hast thou lacked with 
me, that, behold, thou seekest to 
go to thine own country ? And he 
answered, Nothing: howbeit let me 
go in any wise.
23 ¶ And God stirred him up an-

other adversary, Rezon the son of 
Eliadah, which fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah:
24 And he gathered men unto him, 

and became captain over a band, 
when David slew them of Zobah: and 
they went to Damascus, and dwelt 
therein, and reigned in Damascus.
25 And he was an adversary to 

Israel all the days of Solomon, be-
side the mischief that Hadad did: 
and he abhorred Israel, and reigned 
over Syria.
26 ¶ And Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, 
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s 
name was Zeruah, a widow woman, 
even he lifted up his hand against 
the king.
27 And this was the cause that he 

lifted up his hand against the king: 
Solomon built a  Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David 
his father.
28 And the man Jeroboam was a 

mighty man of valour: and Solomon 
seeing the young man that he was 
industrious, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of  
Joseph.
29 And it came to pass at that 

time when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet a  Ahi-
jah the Shilonite found him in the 
way; and he had clad himself with 
a new garment; and they two were 
alone in the field:
30 And a  Ahijah caught the new 

garment that was on him, and rent 
it in twelve pieces:
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take 

 11 a TG Covenants.
  b 1 Kgs. 12:16 (15–16).
 13 a 1 Kgs. 12:20.
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present, vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and garments, and armour, 
and spices, horses, and mules, a rate 
year by year.
26 ¶ And Solomon gathered to-

gether chariots and horsemen: and 
he had a a  thousand and four hun-
dred chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he bestowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the 
king at Jerusalem.
27 And the king a  made silver to be 

in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars 
made he to be as the sycomore trees 
that are in the vale, for abundance.
28 ¶ And Solomon had horses 

brought out of Egypt, and a  linen 
yarn: the king’s merchants received 
the linen yarn at a price.
29 And a chariot came up and 

went out of Egypt for six hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an  
hundred and fifty: and so for all 
the kings of the Hittites, and for the  
kings of Syria, did they bring them 
out by their means.

CHAPTER 11
Solomon marries non-Israelite women, 
and his wives turn his heart to the 
worship of false gods—The Lord stirs 
up adversaries against him, including 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat—Ahijah 
promises Jeroboam that he will be the 
king of the ten tribes—Solomon dies 
and Rehoboam reigns in his stead.
BUT king a  Solomon loved many 
b  strange c  women, together with the 
d  daughter of e  Pharaoh, women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edom-
ites, Zidonians, and Hittites;
2 Of the nations concerning which 

the LORD said unto the children of 

Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto 
you: for surely they will a  turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon 
clave unto these in love.
3 And he had seven hundred wives, 

princesses, and three hundred con-
cubines: and his a wives turned away 
his heart.
4 For it came to pass, when Solo-

mon was old, that his a  wives turned 
away his heart after other gods: and 
his heart was not perfect with the 
LORD his God, b  as was the heart of 
David his father.
5 For Solomon went after Ash-

toreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 
and after Milcom the abomination 
of the Ammonites.
6 And a  Solomon did evil in the 

sight of the LORD, b  and went not 
fully after the LORD, as did David 
his father.
7 Then did Solomon build an high 

place for a  Chemosh, the abomina-
tion of Moab, in the b  hill that is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, 
the abomination of the children 
of Ammon.
8 And likewise did he for all his 

strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods.
9 ¶ And the LORD was angry with 

Solomon, because his heart was 
a turned from the LORD God of Israel,  
which had b  appeared unto him 
twice,
10 And had commanded him con-

cerning this thing, that he should 
not go after a  other gods: but he 
kept not that which the LORD com-
manded.
11 Wherefore the LORD said unto 

Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done 
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of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
a  covenant and my statutes, which I 
have commanded thee, I will surely 
rend the b  kingdom from thee, and 
will give it to thy servant.
12 Notwithstanding in thy days I 

will not do it for David thy father’s 
sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son.
13 Howbeit I will not rend away 

all the kingdom; but will give a  one 
tribe to thy son for David my ser-
vant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
which I have chosen.
14 ¶ And the LORD stirred up an 

a  adversary unto Solomon, Hadad 
the Edomite: he was of the king’s 
seed in Edom.
15 For it came to pass, when David 

was in a Edom, and Joab the captain 
of the host was gone up to bury the 
slain, after he had smitten every 
male in Edom;
16 (For six months did Joab remain 

there with all Israel, until he had 
cut off every male in Edom:)
17 That Hadad fled, he and certain 

Edomites of his father’s servants 
with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad 
being yet a little child.
18 And they arose out of Midian, 

and came to Paran: and they took 
men with them out of Paran, and 
they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; which gave him an 
house, and appointed him victuals, 
and gave him land.
19 And Hadad found great favour 

in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he 
gave him to wife the sister of his 
own wife, the sister of Tahpenes 
the queen.
20 And the sister of Tahpenes 

bare him Genubath his son, whom 
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
house: and Genubath was in Pha-
raoh’s household among the sons 
of Pharaoh.
21 And when Hadad heard in 

Egypt that David slept with his 
fathers, and that Joab the captain 

of the host was dead, Hadad said to 
Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may 
go to mine own country.
22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, 

But what hast thou lacked with 
me, that, behold, thou seekest to 
go to thine own country ? And he 
answered, Nothing: howbeit let me 
go in any wise.
23 ¶ And God stirred him up an-

other adversary, Rezon the son of 
Eliadah, which fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah:
24 And he gathered men unto him, 

and became captain over a band, 
when David slew them of Zobah: and 
they went to Damascus, and dwelt 
therein, and reigned in Damascus.
25 And he was an adversary to 

Israel all the days of Solomon, be-
side the mischief that Hadad did: 
and he abhorred Israel, and reigned 
over Syria.
26 ¶ And Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, 
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s 
name was Zeruah, a widow woman, 
even he lifted up his hand against 
the king.
27 And this was the cause that he 

lifted up his hand against the king: 
Solomon built a  Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David 
his father.
28 And the man Jeroboam was a 

mighty man of valour: and Solomon 
seeing the young man that he was 
industrious, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of  
Joseph.
29 And it came to pass at that 

time when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet a  Ahi-
jah the Shilonite found him in the 
way; and he had clad himself with 
a new garment; and they two were 
alone in the field:
30 And a  Ahijah caught the new 

garment that was on him, and rent 
it in twelve pieces:
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take 
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present, vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and garments, and armour, 
and spices, horses, and mules, a rate 
year by year.
26 ¶ And Solomon gathered to-

gether chariots and horsemen: and 
he had a a  thousand and four hun-
dred chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he bestowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the 
king at Jerusalem.
27 And the king a  made silver to be 

in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars 
made he to be as the sycomore trees 
that are in the vale, for abundance.
28 ¶ And Solomon had horses 

brought out of Egypt, and a  linen 
yarn: the king’s merchants received 
the linen yarn at a price.
29 And a chariot came up and 

went out of Egypt for six hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an  
hundred and fifty: and so for all 
the kings of the Hittites, and for the  
kings of Syria, did they bring them 
out by their means.

CHAPTER 11
Solomon marries non-Israelite women, 
and his wives turn his heart to the 
worship of false gods—The Lord stirs 
up adversaries against him, including 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat—Ahijah 
promises Jeroboam that he will be the 
king of the ten tribes—Solomon dies 
and Rehoboam reigns in his stead.
BUT king a  Solomon loved many 
b  strange c  women, together with the 
d  daughter of e  Pharaoh, women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edom-
ites, Zidonians, and Hittites;
2 Of the nations concerning which 

the LORD said unto the children of 

Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto 
you: for surely they will a  turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon 
clave unto these in love.
3 And he had seven hundred wives, 

princesses, and three hundred con-
cubines: and his a wives turned away 
his heart.
4 For it came to pass, when Solo-

mon was old, that his a  wives turned 
away his heart after other gods: and 
his heart was not perfect with the 
LORD his God, b  as was the heart of 
David his father.
5 For Solomon went after Ash-

toreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 
and after Milcom the abomination 
of the Ammonites.
6 And a  Solomon did evil in the 

sight of the LORD, b  and went not 
fully after the LORD, as did David 
his father.
7 Then did Solomon build an high 

place for a  Chemosh, the abomina-
tion of Moab, in the b  hill that is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, 
the abomination of the children 
of Ammon.
8 And likewise did he for all his 

strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods.
9 ¶ And the LORD was angry with 

Solomon, because his heart was 
a turned from the LORD God of Israel,  
which had b  appeared unto him 
twice,
10 And had commanded him con-

cerning this thing, that he should 
not go after a  other gods: but he 
kept not that which the LORD com-
manded.
11 Wherefore the LORD said unto 

Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done 
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of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
a  covenant and my statutes, which I 
have commanded thee, I will surely 
rend the b  kingdom from thee, and 
will give it to thy servant.
12 Notwithstanding in thy days I 

will not do it for David thy father’s 
sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son.
13 Howbeit I will not rend away 

all the kingdom; but will give a  one 
tribe to thy son for David my ser-
vant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
which I have chosen.
14 ¶ And the LORD stirred up an 

a  adversary unto Solomon, Hadad 
the Edomite: he was of the king’s 
seed in Edom.
15 For it came to pass, when David 

was in a Edom, and Joab the captain 
of the host was gone up to bury the 
slain, after he had smitten every 
male in Edom;
16 (For six months did Joab remain 

there with all Israel, until he had 
cut off every male in Edom:)
17 That Hadad fled, he and certain 

Edomites of his father’s servants 
with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad 
being yet a little child.
18 And they arose out of Midian, 

and came to Paran: and they took 
men with them out of Paran, and 
they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; which gave him an 
house, and appointed him victuals, 
and gave him land.
19 And Hadad found great favour 

in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he 
gave him to wife the sister of his 
own wife, the sister of Tahpenes 
the queen.
20 And the sister of Tahpenes 

bare him Genubath his son, whom 
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
house: and Genubath was in Pha-
raoh’s household among the sons 
of Pharaoh.
21 And when Hadad heard in 

Egypt that David slept with his 
fathers, and that Joab the captain 

of the host was dead, Hadad said to 
Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may 
go to mine own country.
22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, 

But what hast thou lacked with 
me, that, behold, thou seekest to 
go to thine own country ? And he 
answered, Nothing: howbeit let me 
go in any wise.
23 ¶ And God stirred him up an-

other adversary, Rezon the son of 
Eliadah, which fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah:
24 And he gathered men unto him, 

and became captain over a band, 
when David slew them of Zobah: and 
they went to Damascus, and dwelt 
therein, and reigned in Damascus.
25 And he was an adversary to 

Israel all the days of Solomon, be-
side the mischief that Hadad did: 
and he abhorred Israel, and reigned 
over Syria.
26 ¶ And Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, 
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s 
name was Zeruah, a widow woman, 
even he lifted up his hand against 
the king.
27 And this was the cause that he 

lifted up his hand against the king: 
Solomon built a  Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David 
his father.
28 And the man Jeroboam was a 

mighty man of valour: and Solomon 
seeing the young man that he was 
industrious, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of  
Joseph.
29 And it came to pass at that 

time when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet a  Ahi-
jah the Shilonite found him in the 
way; and he had clad himself with 
a new garment; and they two were 
alone in the field:
30 And a  Ahijah caught the new 

garment that was on him, and rent 
it in twelve pieces:
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take 
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present, vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and garments, and armour, 
and spices, horses, and mules, a rate 
year by year.
26 ¶ And Solomon gathered to-

gether chariots and horsemen: and 
he had a a  thousand and four hun-
dred chariots, and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he bestowed in 
the cities for chariots, and with the 
king at Jerusalem.
27 And the king a  made silver to be 

in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars 
made he to be as the sycomore trees 
that are in the vale, for abundance.
28 ¶ And Solomon had horses 

brought out of Egypt, and a  linen 
yarn: the king’s merchants received 
the linen yarn at a price.
29 And a chariot came up and 

went out of Egypt for six hundred 
shekels of silver, and an horse for an  
hundred and fifty: and so for all 
the kings of the Hittites, and for the  
kings of Syria, did they bring them 
out by their means.

CHAPTER 11
Solomon marries non-Israelite women, 
and his wives turn his heart to the 
worship of false gods—The Lord stirs 
up adversaries against him, including 
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat—Ahijah 
promises Jeroboam that he will be the 
king of the ten tribes—Solomon dies 
and Rehoboam reigns in his stead.
BUT king a  Solomon loved many 
b  strange c  women, together with the 
d  daughter of e  Pharaoh, women of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, Edom-
ites, Zidonians, and Hittites;
2 Of the nations concerning which 

the LORD said unto the children of 

Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, 
neither shall they come in unto 
you: for surely they will a  turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon 
clave unto these in love.
3 And he had seven hundred wives, 

princesses, and three hundred con-
cubines: and his a wives turned away 
his heart.
4 For it came to pass, when Solo-

mon was old, that his a  wives turned 
away his heart after other gods: and 
his heart was not perfect with the 
LORD his God, b  as was the heart of 
David his father.
5 For Solomon went after Ash-

toreth the goddess of the Zidonians, 
and after Milcom the abomination 
of the Ammonites.
6 And a  Solomon did evil in the 

sight of the LORD, b  and went not 
fully after the LORD, as did David 
his father.
7 Then did Solomon build an high 

place for a  Chemosh, the abomina-
tion of Moab, in the b  hill that is 
before Jerusalem, and for Molech, 
the abomination of the children 
of Ammon.
8 And likewise did he for all his 

strange wives, which burnt incense 
and sacrificed unto their gods.
9 ¶ And the LORD was angry with 

Solomon, because his heart was 
a turned from the LORD God of Israel,  
which had b  appeared unto him 
twice,
10 And had commanded him con-

cerning this thing, that he should 
not go after a  other gods: but he 
kept not that which the LORD com-
manded.
11 Wherefore the LORD said unto 

Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done 
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of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
a  covenant and my statutes, which I 
have commanded thee, I will surely 
rend the b  kingdom from thee, and 
will give it to thy servant.
12 Notwithstanding in thy days I 

will not do it for David thy father’s 
sake: but I will rend it out of the 
hand of thy son.
13 Howbeit I will not rend away 

all the kingdom; but will give a  one 
tribe to thy son for David my ser-
vant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake 
which I have chosen.
14 ¶ And the LORD stirred up an 

a  adversary unto Solomon, Hadad 
the Edomite: he was of the king’s 
seed in Edom.
15 For it came to pass, when David 

was in a Edom, and Joab the captain 
of the host was gone up to bury the 
slain, after he had smitten every 
male in Edom;
16 (For six months did Joab remain 

there with all Israel, until he had 
cut off every male in Edom:)
17 That Hadad fled, he and certain 

Edomites of his father’s servants 
with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad 
being yet a little child.
18 And they arose out of Midian, 

and came to Paran: and they took 
men with them out of Paran, and 
they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; which gave him an 
house, and appointed him victuals, 
and gave him land.
19 And Hadad found great favour 

in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he 
gave him to wife the sister of his 
own wife, the sister of Tahpenes 
the queen.
20 And the sister of Tahpenes 

bare him Genubath his son, whom 
Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
house: and Genubath was in Pha-
raoh’s household among the sons 
of Pharaoh.
21 And when Hadad heard in 

Egypt that David slept with his 
fathers, and that Joab the captain 

of the host was dead, Hadad said to 
Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may 
go to mine own country.
22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, 

But what hast thou lacked with 
me, that, behold, thou seekest to 
go to thine own country ? And he 
answered, Nothing: howbeit let me 
go in any wise.
23 ¶ And God stirred him up an-

other adversary, Rezon the son of 
Eliadah, which fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah:
24 And he gathered men unto him, 

and became captain over a band, 
when David slew them of Zobah: and 
they went to Damascus, and dwelt 
therein, and reigned in Damascus.
25 And he was an adversary to 

Israel all the days of Solomon, be-
side the mischief that Hadad did: 
and he abhorred Israel, and reigned 
over Syria.
26 ¶ And Jeroboam the son of 

Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, 
Solomon’s servant, whose mother’s 
name was Zeruah, a widow woman, 
even he lifted up his hand against 
the king.
27 And this was the cause that he 

lifted up his hand against the king: 
Solomon built a  Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David 
his father.
28 And the man Jeroboam was a 

mighty man of valour: and Solomon 
seeing the young man that he was 
industrious, he made him ruler 
over all the charge of the house of  
Joseph.
29 And it came to pass at that 

time when Jeroboam went out of 
Jerusalem, that the prophet a  Ahi-
jah the Shilonite found him in the 
way; and he had clad himself with 
a new garment; and they two were 
alone in the field:
30 And a  Ahijah caught the new 

garment that was on him, and rent 
it in twelve pieces:
31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take 
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thee ten pieces: for thus saith the 
LORD, the God of Israel, Behold, I 
will rend the kingdom out of the 
hand of Solomon, and will give a ten 
tribes to thee:
32 (But he shall have a  one tribe 

for my servant David’s sake, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake, the city which 
I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel:)
33 Because that they have a  for-

saken me, and have worshipped 
Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zi-
donians, Chemosh the god of the 
Moabites, and b  Milcom the god of 
the children of Ammon, and have 
not walked in my ways, to do that 
which is right in mine eyes, and to 
keep my statutes and my judgments, 
c  as did David his father.
34 Howbeit I will not take the 

whole kingdom out of his hand: 
but I will make him prince all the 
days of his life for David my ser-
vant’s sake, whom I chose, because 
he kept my commandments and 
my statutes:
35 But I will take the kingdom out 

of his son’s hand, and will give it 
unto thee, even ten tribes.
36 And unto his son will I give 

a  one b  tribe, that David my servant 
may have a light alway before me 
in Jerusalem, the city which I have 
c  chosen me to put my name there.
37 And I will take thee, and thou 

shalt reign according to all that thy 
soul a  desireth, and shalt be king 
over Israel.
38 And it shall be, if thou wilt  

hearken unto all that I command 
thee, and wilt a  walk in my ways, 
and do that is right in my sight, to 
keep my statutes and my command-

ments, as David my servant b  did; 
that I will be with thee, and build 
thee a sure c  house, as I built for Da-
vid, and will give Israel unto thee.
39 a  And I will for this afflict the 

seed of b  David, but not for ever.
40 Solomon sought therefore to 

kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, 
and fled into Egypt, unto a  Shishak 
king of Egypt, and was in Egypt 
until the death of Solomon.
41 ¶ And the rest of the acts of 

Solomon, and all that he did, and 
his wisdom, are they not written in 
the a  book of the acts of Solomon?
42 And the time that Solomon 

reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel 
was forty years.
43 And Solomon slept with his 

fathers, and was buried in the city 
of David his father: and a Rehoboam 
his son reigned in his stead.

CHAPTER 12
Rehoboam seeks to impose greater bur-
dens upon the people—The ten tribes 
revolt and turn to Jeroboam—Jero-
boam turns to idolatry and worships  
false gods.
AND a  Rehoboam went to Shechem: 
for all Israel were come to Shechem 
to make him king.
2 And it came to pass, when Jero-

boam the son of Nebat, who was yet 
in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled 
from the presence of king Solomon, 
and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;)
3 That they sent and called him. 

And Jeroboam and all the congre-
gation of Israel came, and spake 
unto Rehoboam, saying,
4 Thy father made our a yoke griev-

ous: now therefore make thou the 
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