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Come, Follow Me - Thoughts to Keep in Mind 

The books of Joshua through Esther are traditionally known as the 
“historical books” of the Old Testament. This doesn’t mean that other 
books in the Old Testament don’t have historical value. Rather, the 
historical books are called that because the main objective of their 
writers was to show God’s hand in the history of the people of Israel. 
The purpose was not to outline the law of Moses, as Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy do. It was not to express praise or lament in poetic form, 
as the Psalms and Lamentations do. And it was not to record the words 
of prophets, as the books of Isaiah and Ezekiel do. Instead, the 
historical books tell a story.
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Old Testament Seminary Manual 

“Joshua, the son of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, was !rst called Oshea 
or Hoshea, … [Numbers 13:16], which signi!es saved, a saviour, or 
salvation; but afterwards Moses, guided no doubt by a prophetic spirit, 
changed his name into … Yehoshua or Joshua, which signi!es he shall 
save, or the salvation of Jehovah; referring, no doubt, to his being God’s 
instrument in saving the people from the hands of their enemies, and 
leading them from victory to victory over the di"erent Canaanitish 
nations, till he put them in possession of the promised land. … By the 
Septuagint he is called … , Jesus Naue, or Jesus son of Nave: and in the 
New Testament he is expressly called … Jesus; [see Acts 7:45; Hebrews 
4:8].” (Clarke, Bible Commentary, 2:3.) In other words, in the original 
Hebrew both Joshua and Jesus were the same name.
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308DEUTERONOMY 34:1–JOSHUA 1:2

AND Moses went up from the plains 
of Moab unto the mountain of 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is 
a over against Jericho. And the LORD 
shewed him all the land of Gilead, 
unto Dan,
2 And all Naphtali, and the land of 

Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the 
land of Judah, unto a the utmost sea,
3 And the a  south, and the plain 

of the valley of b  Jericho, the city 
of palm trees, unto Zoar.
4 And the LORD said unto him, 

This is the land which I a sware unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Ja-
cob, saying, I will give it unto thy 
seed: I have caused thee to see it 
with thine eyes, but thou shalt not 
go over thither.
5 ¶ So a  Moses the servant of the 

LORD b  died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of 
the LORD.
6 And he a  buried him in a valley 

in the land of Moab, over against 
Beth-peor: but no man knoweth b  of 
his c  sepulchre unto this day.

7 ¶ And Moses was an a  hundred 
and twenty years old when he died: 
his eye was not dim, nor his natural 
force abated.
8 ¶ And the children of Israel 

wept for Moses in the plains of 
Moab thirty days: so the days of 
weeping and a  mourning for Moses 
were ended.
9 ¶ And Joshua the son of a  Nun 

was full of the spirit of wisdom; 
for Moses had b  laid his hands upon 
him: and the children of Israel 
c  hearkened unto him, and did as 
the LORD commanded Moses.
10 ¶ And there arose not a a prophet 

since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the LORD knew b  face to face,
11 In all the signs and the won-

ders, which the LORD sent him to 
do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, 
and to all his servants, and to all 
his land,
12 And in all that mighty a  hand, 

and in all the great b  terror which 
Moses shewed in the sight of all 
Israel.

34 1 a OR opposite.
 2 a IE the Mediterranean.
 3 a HEB Negev.
  b Judg. 1:16.
 4 a TG Promised Lands.
 5 a D&C 84:25.
  b Deut. 32:50 (48–50);  

Josh. 1:1.
 6 a Alma 45:19 (18–19).
  b OR the place of his 

burial.

  c TG Translated Beings.
 7 a Ex. 7:7;  

Deut. 31:2 (1–2);  
Acts 7:23.

 8 a TG Mourning.
 9 a Num. 13:16; Judg. 2:8.
  b TG Church Organization; 

Hands, Laying on of; 
Priesthood, Authority; 
Priesthood, Ordination.

  c TG Sustaining Church 

   Leaders.
 10 a Deut. 18:15 (15, 18).
  b TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing; Jesus Christ, Ap-
pearances, Antemortal.

 12 a IE power.
  b OR awesome acts.

 [ JOSHUA ]
1 1 a Deut. 32:50 (48–50);  

34:5 (1–8).

   

T H E  B O O K  O F  

JOSHUA
CHAPTER 1

The Lord speaks to Joshua—He is 
commanded to be of good courage, to 
meditate upon the law, and to keep the 
commandments—He prepares Israel to 
enter Canaan.

NOW after the a death of Moses 
the servant of the LORD it 
came to pass, that the LORD 

spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’ minister, saying,
2 Moses my servant is dead; now 

therefore arise, go over this Jordan, 

309 JOSHUA 1:3–18

thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.
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AND Moses went up from the plains 
of Moab unto the mountain of 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is 
a over against Jericho. And the LORD 
shewed him all the land of Gilead, 
unto Dan,
2 And all Naphtali, and the land of 

Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the 
land of Judah, unto a the utmost sea,
3 And the a  south, and the plain 

of the valley of b  Jericho, the city 
of palm trees, unto Zoar.
4 And the LORD said unto him, 

This is the land which I a sware unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Ja-
cob, saying, I will give it unto thy 
seed: I have caused thee to see it 
with thine eyes, but thou shalt not 
go over thither.
5 ¶ So a  Moses the servant of the 

LORD b  died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of 
the LORD.
6 And he a  buried him in a valley 

in the land of Moab, over against 
Beth-peor: but no man knoweth b  of 
his c  sepulchre unto this day.

7 ¶ And Moses was an a  hundred 
and twenty years old when he died: 
his eye was not dim, nor his natural 
force abated.
8 ¶ And the children of Israel 

wept for Moses in the plains of 
Moab thirty days: so the days of 
weeping and a  mourning for Moses 
were ended.
9 ¶ And Joshua the son of a  Nun 

was full of the spirit of wisdom; 
for Moses had b  laid his hands upon 
him: and the children of Israel 
c  hearkened unto him, and did as 
the LORD commanded Moses.
10 ¶ And there arose not a a prophet 

since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the LORD knew b  face to face,
11 In all the signs and the won-

ders, which the LORD sent him to 
do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, 
and to all his servants, and to all 
his land,
12 And in all that mighty a  hand, 

and in all the great b  terror which 
Moses shewed in the sight of all 
Israel.

34 1 a OR opposite.
 2 a IE the Mediterranean.
 3 a HEB Negev.
  b Judg. 1:16.
 4 a TG Promised Lands.
 5 a D&C 84:25.
  b Deut. 32:50 (48–50);  

Josh. 1:1.
 6 a Alma 45:19 (18–19).
  b OR the place of his 

burial.

  c TG Translated Beings.
 7 a Ex. 7:7;  

Deut. 31:2 (1–2);  
Acts 7:23.

 8 a TG Mourning.
 9 a Num. 13:16; Judg. 2:8.
  b TG Church Organization; 

Hands, Laying on of; 
Priesthood, Authority; 
Priesthood, Ordination.

  c TG Sustaining Church 

   Leaders.
 10 a Deut. 18:15 (15, 18).
  b TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing; Jesus Christ, Ap-
pearances, Antemortal.

 12 a IE power.
  b OR awesome acts.

 [ JOSHUA ]
1 1 a Deut. 32:50 (48–50);  

34:5 (1–8).

   

T H E  B O O K  O F  

JOSHUA
CHAPTER 1

The Lord speaks to Joshua—He is 
commanded to be of good courage, to 
meditate upon the law, and to keep the 
commandments—He prepares Israel to 
enter Canaan.

NOW after the a death of Moses 
the servant of the LORD it 
came to pass, that the LORD 

spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses’ minister, saying,
2 Moses my servant is dead; now 

therefore arise, go over this Jordan, 
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thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.
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thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.
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thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.



309 JOSHUA 1:3–18

thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.

This book of the law was 
mentioned a couple times in 
Deuteronomy 30:10; 31:26. 
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thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.

Ezra Taft Benson 

“The Lord was not promising 
Joshua material wealth and 
fame, but that his life would 
prosper in righteousness and 
that he would have success 
in that which matters most in 
life, namely the quest to !nd 
true joy. (See 2 Nephi 2:25.)”  

(Ezra Taft Benson, “The Power of the 
Word,” GC Apr 1986, Ensign, May 
1986, 81).



Study of the Scriptures Leads to Great Success 

The sons of Mosiah in Alma 17:2 

“...they had waxed strong in the knowledge of the truth; for they 
were men of a sound understanding and they had searched the 
scriptures diligently, that they might know the word of God.” 

Using prayer and fasting as part of the tools of meditation, the 
results were that they had, “the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of 
revelation, and when they taught, they taught with power and 
authority of God.” (v. 3)



James 1:5



Richard G. Scott 

“In 1991 I wanted to give a special Christmas gift to my family. In 
recording the ful!llment of that desire, my personal journal states: ‘It 
is 12:38 p.m., Wednesday, December 18, 1991. I’ve just concluded an 
audio recording of the Book of Mormon for my family. This has been 
an experience that has increased my testimony of this divine work 
and strengthened in me a desire to be more familiar with its pages to 
distill from these scriptures truths to be used in my service to the 
Lord. I love this book.’” 

(Richard G. Scott, “The Power of Scripture,” GC Oct 2011)
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thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.
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thou, and all this people, unto the 
a  land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel.
3 Every place that the sole of your 

foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given unto you, as I said unto Moses.
4 From the wilderness and this 

a  Lebanon even unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates, all the land of 
the Hittites, and unto the b great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, 
shall be your c  coast.
5 There shall not any man be able 

to stand before thee all the days of 
thy life: as I was with a  Moses, so I 
will be b  with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor c  forsake thee.
6 Be strong and of a good a courage: 

for unto this people shalt thou b  di-
vide for an c  inheritance the d  land, 
which I sware unto their fathers to 
give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very 

a  courageous, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded 
thee: b  turn not from it to the right  
hand or to the left, that thou mayest 
c  prosper whithersoever thou goest.
8 This book of the a  law shall not 

depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt b  meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe to 
do according to all that is written 
therein: for then thou shalt make 
thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be 

strong and of a good courage; be not 
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the a  LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest.

10 ¶ Then Joshua commanded 
a  the officers of the people, saying,
11 Pass through a  the host, and 

command the people, saying, Pre-
pare you b  victuals; for within three 
days ye shall pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to c  possess the land, which 
the LORD your God giveth you to 
possess it.
12 ¶ And to the Reubenites, and 

to the Gadites, and to half the tribe 
of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying,
13 Remember the a  word which 

Moses the servant of the LORD com-
manded you, saying, The LORD your 
God hath given you b  rest, and hath 
given you this land.
14 Your wives, your little ones, 

and your cattle, shall remain in the 
land which Moses gave you on this 
side Jordan; but ye shall pass before 
your brethren armed, all the mighty 
men of valour, and help them;
15 Until the LORD have given 

your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed 
the land which the LORD your God 
giveth them: then ye shall return 
unto the land of your possession, 
and enjoy it, which Moses the 
LORD’s servant gave you on this side  
Jordan toward the sunrising.
16 ¶ And they answered Joshua, 

saying, All that thou commandest 
us we will do, and whithersoever 
thou sendest us, we will go.
17 According as we hearkened 

unto Moses in all things, so will we 
hearken unto thee: only the LORD 
thy God be with thee, as he was 
with Moses.
18 Whosoever he be that doth a rebel  

 2 a Gen. 13:15 (14–17);  
15:18 (18–21).

 4 a Deut. 3:25.
  b Ex. 23:31 (31–33);  

Num. 34:6 (2–12).
  c IE boundary, border.
 5 a D&C 107:91 (91–92).
  b Deut. 31:8 (6–8, 23);  

Josh. 6:27;  
Judg. 6:16.

  c 1 Kgs. 6:13;  
Heb. 13:5;  
D&C 88:83.

 6 a D&C 52:17; 66:8; 133:58.
  b Ezek. 47:22.

  c Deut. 11:8.
  d TG Israel, Land of.
 7 a TG Courage.
  b 3 Ne. 18:13 (12–14);  

D&C 3:2.
  c Deut. 29:9;  

1 Ne. 2:20;  
Jarom 1:9; Mosiah 1:7;  
D&C 90:24;  
97:18 (18–20); 100:15.

 8 a 1 Ne. 4:16;  
Mosiah 3:14 (14–15);  
13:29 (29–32);  
Alma 25:15 (15–16);  
D&C 41:5 (4–5); 42:59.

  b TG Meditation;  
Scriptures, Study of.

 9 a D&C 38:7.
 10 a IE the heads of the 

families and the tribes.
 11 a HEB the camp, 

encampment.
  b HEB bread or food, 

provisions.  
Judg. 7:8; 20:10.

  c Deut. 12:10 (10–19).
 13 a Num. 32:20 (20–28).
  b 2 Ne. 24:3 (1–3);  

D&C 84:24.
 18 a TG Rebellion.
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against thy commandment, and 
will not hearken unto thy words 
in all that thou commandest him, 
he shall be put to b  death: only be 
strong and of a good courage.

CHAPTER 2
Joshua sends spies to Jericho—They 
are received and concealed by Rahab—
They promise to preserve Rahab and 
her household.
AND Joshua the son of Nun sent out 
of Shittim two men to spy secretly, 
saying, Go view the land, even Jeri-
cho. And they went, and came into 
an harlot’s house, named a  Rahab, 
and lodged there.
2 And it was told the king of Jeri-

cho, saying, Behold, there came men 
in hither to night of the children 
of Israel to search out the country.
3 And the king of Jericho sent unto 

Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men 
that are come to thee, which are en-
tered into thine house: for they be 
come to search out all the country.
4 And the woman took the two 

men, and hid them, and said thus, 
There came men unto me, but I wist 
not whence they were:
5 And it came to pass about the 

time of shutting of the gate, when 
it was dark, that the men went out: 
whither the men went I a  wot not: 
pursue after them quickly; for ye 
shall overtake them.
6 But she had brought them up to 

the roof of the house, and hid them 
with the stalks of flax, which she 
had laid in order upon the roof.
7 And the men pursued after them 

the way to Jordan unto the fords: 
and as soon as they which pursued 
after them were gone out, they shut 
the gate.
8 ¶ And before they were laid 

down, she came up unto them upon 
the roof;
9 And she said unto the men, I 

know that the LORD hath given 
you the land, and that your a  ter-
ror is fallen upon us, and that all 
the inhabitants of the land b  faint 
because of you.
10 For we have a  heard how the 

LORD dried up the water of the b Red 
sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two 
kings of the c  Amorites, that were on 
the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, 
whom ye utterly destroyed.
11 And as soon as we had a  heard 

these things, our b  hearts did melt, 
neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, because of you:  
for the LORD your God, he is c God in  
d heaven above, and in earth beneath.
12 Now therefore, I pray you, 

a  swear unto me by the LORD, since 
I have shewed you b  kindness, that 
ye will also shew kindness unto 
my father’s house, and give me a 
true token:
13 And that ye will save alive my 

father, and my mother, and my 
brethren, and my sisters, and all 
that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death.
14 And the men answered her, 

Our life for yours, if ye utter not 
this our business. And it shall be, 
when the LORD hath given us the 
land, that we will deal kindly and 
truly with thee.
15 Then she let them down by a 

a  cord through the window: for her 
house was upon the town wall, and 
she dwelt upon the wall.
16 And she said unto them, Get 

you to the mountain, lest the pur-
suers meet you; and hide yourselves 
there three days, until the pursuers 
be returned: and afterward may ye 
go your way.

 18 b TG Capital Punishment.
2 1 a Heb. 11:31;  

James 2:25.
 5 a JST Josh. 2:5 . . . know . . . 
 9 a Ex. 15:16 (14–16); 23:27.
  b HEB melt away; i.e., with 

fear.  
Ex. 15:15.

 10 a Josh. 6:27; 9:9.
  b Ex. 14:21;  

1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 8:3.

  c Num. 21:34 (21, 33–35).
 11 a Ex. 15:14 (14–15).

  b Josh. 5:1.
  c Deut. 4:39;  

2 Ne. 10:14;  
D&C 20:17; 65:6.

  d TG Heaven.
 12 a OR covenant.
  b TG Benevolence.
 15 a Acts 9:25.
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DEAD SEA

ISRAEL’S PROMISED 
LAND

Jericho



Joshua 2:1–8



Tikva Frymer-Kensky 

“From Israel’s point of view she is an outsider; from Canaan’s 
point of view, she is a woman; and even from the Canaanite 
woman’s point of view, she is a prostitute, outside normal 
family life. Rahab is smart, proactive, tricky, and unafraid to 
disobey and deceive her king. Her allegiance to God and Israel 
make her one of Israel’s early saviors.” 

(Tikva Frymer-Kensky, “Reading the Women of the Bible,” 2002, p. 35)



“Bring forth the men that are come to thee, 
which are entered into thine house” (v. 3)



Tikva Frymer-Kensky 

“The incongruous use of the 
singular su#x draws attention 
to the only other time the verb 
occurs in the third person 
feminine imperfect. When 
Moses’ mother saves Moses 
‘she hid him’ (same phrase used 
for Rahab’s story). Rahab hides 
the Israelite spies just as 
Moses’s mother hid her baby.” 

(Tikva Frymer-Kensky, “Reading the 
Women of the Bible,” 2002, p. 35)She hid him She hid him
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against thy commandment, and 
will not hearken unto thy words 
in all that thou commandest him, 
he shall be put to b  death: only be 
strong and of a good courage.

CHAPTER 2
Joshua sends spies to Jericho—They 
are received and concealed by Rahab—
They promise to preserve Rahab and 
her household.
AND Joshua the son of Nun sent out 
of Shittim two men to spy secretly, 
saying, Go view the land, even Jeri-
cho. And they went, and came into 
an harlot’s house, named a  Rahab, 
and lodged there.
2 And it was told the king of Jeri-

cho, saying, Behold, there came men 
in hither to night of the children 
of Israel to search out the country.
3 And the king of Jericho sent unto 

Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men 
that are come to thee, which are en-
tered into thine house: for they be 
come to search out all the country.
4 And the woman took the two 

men, and hid them, and said thus, 
There came men unto me, but I wist 
not whence they were:
5 And it came to pass about the 

time of shutting of the gate, when 
it was dark, that the men went out: 
whither the men went I a  wot not: 
pursue after them quickly; for ye 
shall overtake them.
6 But she had brought them up to 

the roof of the house, and hid them 
with the stalks of flax, which she 
had laid in order upon the roof.
7 And the men pursued after them 

the way to Jordan unto the fords: 
and as soon as they which pursued 
after them were gone out, they shut 
the gate.
8 ¶ And before they were laid 

down, she came up unto them upon 
the roof;
9 And she said unto the men, I 

know that the LORD hath given 
you the land, and that your a  ter-
ror is fallen upon us, and that all 
the inhabitants of the land b  faint 
because of you.
10 For we have a  heard how the 

LORD dried up the water of the b Red 
sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two 
kings of the c  Amorites, that were on 
the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, 
whom ye utterly destroyed.
11 And as soon as we had a  heard 

these things, our b  hearts did melt, 
neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, because of you:  
for the LORD your God, he is c God in  
d heaven above, and in earth beneath.
12 Now therefore, I pray you, 

a  swear unto me by the LORD, since 
I have shewed you b  kindness, that 
ye will also shew kindness unto 
my father’s house, and give me a 
true token:
13 And that ye will save alive my 

father, and my mother, and my 
brethren, and my sisters, and all 
that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death.
14 And the men answered her, 

Our life for yours, if ye utter not 
this our business. And it shall be, 
when the LORD hath given us the 
land, that we will deal kindly and 
truly with thee.
15 Then she let them down by a 

a  cord through the window: for her 
house was upon the town wall, and 
she dwelt upon the wall.
16 And she said unto them, Get 

you to the mountain, lest the pur-
suers meet you; and hide yourselves 
there three days, until the pursuers 
be returned: and afterward may ye 
go your way.

 18 b TG Capital Punishment.
2 1 a Heb. 11:31;  

James 2:25.
 5 a JST Josh. 2:5 . . . know . . . 
 9 a Ex. 15:16 (14–16); 23:27.
  b HEB melt away; i.e., with 

fear.  
Ex. 15:15.

 10 a Josh. 6:27; 9:9.
  b Ex. 14:21;  

1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 8:3.

  c Num. 21:34 (21, 33–35).
 11 a Ex. 15:14 (14–15).

  b Josh. 5:1.
  c Deut. 4:39;  

2 Ne. 10:14;  
D&C 20:17; 65:6.

  d TG Heaven.
 12 a OR covenant.
  b TG Benevolence.
 15 a Acts 9:25.
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17 And the men said unto her, We 
will be a  blameless of this thine oath 
which thou hast made us swear.
18 Behold, when we come into the  

land, thou shalt bind this line of 
scarlet thread in the window which  
thou didst let us down by: and thou  
shalt bring thy a  father, and thy 
mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father’s household, home unto 
thee.
19 And it shall be, that whosoever 

shall go out of the doors of thy house 
into the street, his blood shall be upon 
his head, and we will be guiltless: 
and whosoever shall be with thee 
in the house, his blood shall be on  
our head, if any hand be upon him.
20 And if thou utter this our busi-

ness, then we will be quit of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to 
swear.
21 And she said, According unto 

your words, so be it. And she sent 
them away, and they departed: and 
she bound the scarlet line in the 
window.
22 And they went, and came unto 

the mountain, and abode there 
three days, until the pursuers were 
returned: and the pursuers sought 
them throughout all the way, but 
found them not.
23 ¶ So the two men returned, and 

descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them:
24 And they said unto Joshua, 

Truly the LORD hath a delivered into 
our hands all the land; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country do 
faint because of us.

CHAPTER 3
Joshua leads Israel to the Jordan—The 
Lord cuts off the water of the Jordan; it 

stands up as a heap, and Israel passes 
over on dry ground.
AND Joshua rose early in the morn-
ing; and they removed from Shittim, 
and came to Jordan, he and all the 
children of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over.
2 And it came to pass after three 

days, that the officers went through 
the host;
3 And they commanded the peo-

ple, saying, When ye see the a  ark of 
the covenant of the LORD your God, 
and the priests the Levites bearing 
it, then ye shall remove from your 
place, and go after it.
4 Yet there shall be a space be-

tween you and it, about two thou-
sand cubits by measure: come not 
near unto it, that ye may know the 
a  way by which ye must go: for ye 
have not passed this way heretofore.
5 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, a  Sanctify yourselves: for to 
morrow the LORD will do wonders 
among you.
6 And Joshua spake unto the 

priests, saying, Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and pass over before 
the people. And they took up the 
ark of the covenant, and went be-
fore the people.
7 ¶ And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

This day will I begin to a  magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee.
8 And thou shalt command the 

priests that bear the ark of the cov-
enant, saying, When ye are come to 
the brink of the water of Jordan, ye 
shall stand still in Jordan.
9 ¶ And Joshua said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, Come hither, and hear 
the words of the LORD your God.
10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye 

shall know that the a  living God is 

 17 a HEB pure; i.e., innocent, 
free from blame in this 
covenant.  
Ex. 20:7.

 18 a Josh. 6:23.
 24 a Ex. 23:31;  

1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

3 3 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 4 a 1 Ne. 16:10.
 5 a IE Make yourselves 

clean, holy, by ritual 
washings and proper 
behavior.  
Ex. 19:10;  

Josh. 7:13;  
D&C 43:16 (11–16).

 7 a Josh. 4:14;  
1 Chr. 29:25.

 10 a Ps. 42:2;  
Hosea 1:10;  
D&C 50:1; 76:22.



310JOSHUA 2:1–16

against thy commandment, and 
will not hearken unto thy words 
in all that thou commandest him, 
he shall be put to b  death: only be 
strong and of a good courage.

CHAPTER 2
Joshua sends spies to Jericho—They 
are received and concealed by Rahab—
They promise to preserve Rahab and 
her household.
AND Joshua the son of Nun sent out 
of Shittim two men to spy secretly, 
saying, Go view the land, even Jeri-
cho. And they went, and came into 
an harlot’s house, named a  Rahab, 
and lodged there.
2 And it was told the king of Jeri-

cho, saying, Behold, there came men 
in hither to night of the children 
of Israel to search out the country.
3 And the king of Jericho sent unto 

Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men 
that are come to thee, which are en-
tered into thine house: for they be 
come to search out all the country.
4 And the woman took the two 

men, and hid them, and said thus, 
There came men unto me, but I wist 
not whence they were:
5 And it came to pass about the 

time of shutting of the gate, when 
it was dark, that the men went out: 
whither the men went I a  wot not: 
pursue after them quickly; for ye 
shall overtake them.
6 But she had brought them up to 

the roof of the house, and hid them 
with the stalks of flax, which she 
had laid in order upon the roof.
7 And the men pursued after them 

the way to Jordan unto the fords: 
and as soon as they which pursued 
after them were gone out, they shut 
the gate.
8 ¶ And before they were laid 

down, she came up unto them upon 
the roof;
9 And she said unto the men, I 

know that the LORD hath given 
you the land, and that your a  ter-
ror is fallen upon us, and that all 
the inhabitants of the land b  faint 
because of you.
10 For we have a  heard how the 

LORD dried up the water of the b Red 
sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two 
kings of the c  Amorites, that were on 
the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, 
whom ye utterly destroyed.
11 And as soon as we had a  heard 

these things, our b  hearts did melt, 
neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, because of you:  
for the LORD your God, he is c God in  
d heaven above, and in earth beneath.
12 Now therefore, I pray you, 

a  swear unto me by the LORD, since 
I have shewed you b  kindness, that 
ye will also shew kindness unto 
my father’s house, and give me a 
true token:
13 And that ye will save alive my 

father, and my mother, and my 
brethren, and my sisters, and all 
that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death.
14 And the men answered her, 

Our life for yours, if ye utter not 
this our business. And it shall be, 
when the LORD hath given us the 
land, that we will deal kindly and 
truly with thee.
15 Then she let them down by a 

a  cord through the window: for her 
house was upon the town wall, and 
she dwelt upon the wall.
16 And she said unto them, Get 

you to the mountain, lest the pur-
suers meet you; and hide yourselves 
there three days, until the pursuers 
be returned: and afterward may ye 
go your way.

 18 b TG Capital Punishment.
2 1 a Heb. 11:31;  

James 2:25.
 5 a JST Josh. 2:5 . . . know . . . 
 9 a Ex. 15:16 (14–16); 23:27.
  b HEB melt away; i.e., with 

fear.  
Ex. 15:15.

 10 a Josh. 6:27; 9:9.
  b Ex. 14:21;  

1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 8:3.

  c Num. 21:34 (21, 33–35).
 11 a Ex. 15:14 (14–15).

  b Josh. 5:1.
  c Deut. 4:39;  

2 Ne. 10:14;  
D&C 20:17; 65:6.

  d TG Heaven.
 12 a OR covenant.
  b TG Benevolence.
 15 a Acts 9:25.
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against thy commandment, and 
will not hearken unto thy words 
in all that thou commandest him, 
he shall be put to b  death: only be 
strong and of a good courage.

CHAPTER 2
Joshua sends spies to Jericho—They 
are received and concealed by Rahab—
They promise to preserve Rahab and 
her household.
AND Joshua the son of Nun sent out 
of Shittim two men to spy secretly, 
saying, Go view the land, even Jeri-
cho. And they went, and came into 
an harlot’s house, named a  Rahab, 
and lodged there.
2 And it was told the king of Jeri-

cho, saying, Behold, there came men 
in hither to night of the children 
of Israel to search out the country.
3 And the king of Jericho sent unto 

Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men 
that are come to thee, which are en-
tered into thine house: for they be 
come to search out all the country.
4 And the woman took the two 

men, and hid them, and said thus, 
There came men unto me, but I wist 
not whence they were:
5 And it came to pass about the 

time of shutting of the gate, when 
it was dark, that the men went out: 
whither the men went I a  wot not: 
pursue after them quickly; for ye 
shall overtake them.
6 But she had brought them up to 

the roof of the house, and hid them 
with the stalks of flax, which she 
had laid in order upon the roof.
7 And the men pursued after them 

the way to Jordan unto the fords: 
and as soon as they which pursued 
after them were gone out, they shut 
the gate.
8 ¶ And before they were laid 

down, she came up unto them upon 
the roof;
9 And she said unto the men, I 

know that the LORD hath given 
you the land, and that your a  ter-
ror is fallen upon us, and that all 
the inhabitants of the land b  faint 
because of you.
10 For we have a  heard how the 

LORD dried up the water of the b Red 
sea for you, when ye came out of 
Egypt; and what ye did unto the two 
kings of the c  Amorites, that were on 
the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, 
whom ye utterly destroyed.
11 And as soon as we had a  heard 

these things, our b  hearts did melt, 
neither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, because of you:  
for the LORD your God, he is c God in  
d heaven above, and in earth beneath.
12 Now therefore, I pray you, 

a  swear unto me by the LORD, since 
I have shewed you b  kindness, that 
ye will also shew kindness unto 
my father’s house, and give me a 
true token:
13 And that ye will save alive my 

father, and my mother, and my 
brethren, and my sisters, and all 
that they have, and deliver our lives 
from death.
14 And the men answered her, 

Our life for yours, if ye utter not 
this our business. And it shall be, 
when the LORD hath given us the 
land, that we will deal kindly and 
truly with thee.
15 Then she let them down by a 

a  cord through the window: for her 
house was upon the town wall, and 
she dwelt upon the wall.
16 And she said unto them, Get 

you to the mountain, lest the pur-
suers meet you; and hide yourselves 
there three days, until the pursuers 
be returned: and afterward may ye 
go your way.

 18 b TG Capital Punishment.
2 1 a Heb. 11:31;  

James 2:25.
 5 a JST Josh. 2:5 . . . know . . . 
 9 a Ex. 15:16 (14–16); 23:27.
  b HEB melt away; i.e., with 

fear.  
Ex. 15:15.

 10 a Josh. 6:27; 9:9.
  b Ex. 14:21;  

1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 8:3.

  c Num. 21:34 (21, 33–35).
 11 a Ex. 15:14 (14–15).

  b Josh. 5:1.
  c Deut. 4:39;  

2 Ne. 10:14;  
D&C 20:17; 65:6.

  d TG Heaven.
 12 a OR covenant.
  b TG Benevolence.
 15 a Acts 9:25.



311 JOSHUA 2:17–3:10

17 And the men said unto her, We 
will be a  blameless of this thine oath 
which thou hast made us swear.
18 Behold, when we come into the  

land, thou shalt bind this line of 
scarlet thread in the window which  
thou didst let us down by: and thou  
shalt bring thy a  father, and thy 
mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father’s household, home unto 
thee.
19 And it shall be, that whosoever 

shall go out of the doors of thy house 
into the street, his blood shall be upon 
his head, and we will be guiltless: 
and whosoever shall be with thee 
in the house, his blood shall be on  
our head, if any hand be upon him.
20 And if thou utter this our busi-

ness, then we will be quit of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to 
swear.
21 And she said, According unto 

your words, so be it. And she sent 
them away, and they departed: and 
she bound the scarlet line in the 
window.
22 And they went, and came unto 

the mountain, and abode there 
three days, until the pursuers were 
returned: and the pursuers sought 
them throughout all the way, but 
found them not.
23 ¶ So the two men returned, and 

descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them:
24 And they said unto Joshua, 

Truly the LORD hath a delivered into 
our hands all the land; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country do 
faint because of us.

CHAPTER 3
Joshua leads Israel to the Jordan—The 
Lord cuts off the water of the Jordan; it 

stands up as a heap, and Israel passes 
over on dry ground.
AND Joshua rose early in the morn-
ing; and they removed from Shittim, 
and came to Jordan, he and all the 
children of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over.
2 And it came to pass after three 

days, that the officers went through 
the host;
3 And they commanded the peo-

ple, saying, When ye see the a  ark of 
the covenant of the LORD your God, 
and the priests the Levites bearing 
it, then ye shall remove from your 
place, and go after it.
4 Yet there shall be a space be-

tween you and it, about two thou-
sand cubits by measure: come not 
near unto it, that ye may know the 
a  way by which ye must go: for ye 
have not passed this way heretofore.
5 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, a  Sanctify yourselves: for to 
morrow the LORD will do wonders 
among you.
6 And Joshua spake unto the 

priests, saying, Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and pass over before 
the people. And they took up the 
ark of the covenant, and went be-
fore the people.
7 ¶ And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

This day will I begin to a  magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee.
8 And thou shalt command the 

priests that bear the ark of the cov-
enant, saying, When ye are come to 
the brink of the water of Jordan, ye 
shall stand still in Jordan.
9 ¶ And Joshua said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, Come hither, and hear 
the words of the LORD your God.
10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye 

shall know that the a  living God is 

 17 a HEB pure; i.e., innocent, 
free from blame in this 
covenant.  
Ex. 20:7.

 18 a Josh. 6:23.
 24 a Ex. 23:31;  

1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

3 3 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 4 a 1 Ne. 16:10.
 5 a IE Make yourselves 

clean, holy, by ritual 
washings and proper 
behavior.  
Ex. 19:10;  

Josh. 7:13;  
D&C 43:16 (11–16).

 7 a Josh. 4:14;  
1 Chr. 29:25.

 10 a Ps. 42:2;  
Hosea 1:10;  
D&C 50:1; 76:22.





Hebrews 11:31 
By  faith  the harlot Rahab perished 
not with  them that believed not, 
when she had received the spies 
with peace.

James 2:25 
Likewise also was not  Rahab  the 
harlot  justi!ed by works, when she 
had received the messengers, and 
had sent them out another way?



Examples of Faith 

• Joshua follows God’s counsel to be strong and courageous in 
the impossible task he’s been given,  

• Reubenites-Gadites-Manassehites are willing to do all that 
they are commanded and to respond to any call of service.  

• Spies stayed true to their assignment and were as much a 
blessing to Rahab as she was to them. 

• Rahab chose God over the rulers and culture of her land and 
sought blessings for herself and others.



What 
mean 
these 

stones?



Joshua 3
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
b  Canaanites, and the Hittites, and  
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, 
and the Jebusites.
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan.
12 Now therefore take you twelve 

men out of the tribes of Israel, out 
of every tribe a man.
13 And it shall come to pass, as 

soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the wa-
ters of Jordan shall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from 
above; and they shall stand upon  
an a  heap.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

people removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people;
15 And as they that bare the ark 

were come unto Jordan, and the feet  
of the priests that bare the ark  
were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest,)
16 That the a  waters which came 

down from b  above c  stood and rose 
up upon an d  heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zare-
tan: and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the 
e  salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on a  dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Isra-
elites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.

CHAPTER 4
Joshua places twelve stones to com-
memorate the crossing of the Jordan— 
Joshua is magnified before the children 
of Israel as they cross the Jordan—After 
the priests bearing the ark pass over, 
the river returns to its course.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
people were a  clean passed over 
Jordan, that the LORD spake unto 
Joshua, saying,
2 Take you twelve men out of the 

people, out of every tribe a man,
3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst 
of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, a  twelve 
b  stones, and ye shall carry them 
over with you, and leave them in 
the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night.
4 Then Joshua called the a  twelve 

men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man:
5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass 

over before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the midst of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of you 
a stone upon his shoulder, accord-
ing unto the number of the tribes 
of the children of Israel:
6 That this may be a sign among 

you, that when your a  children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean ye by these stones?
7 Then ye shall answer them, That 

the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the a  ark of the covenant of 
the LORD; when it passed over Jor-
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and these stones shall be for a 
b  memorial unto the children of Is-
rael for ever.
8 And the children of Israel did 

so as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of  

 10 b 1 Ne. 17:35 (32–38).
 13 a Ex. 15:8.
 16 a Ex. 14:21;  

2 Kgs. 2:8.
  b IE up the river.
  c OR stopped.
  d Hab. 3:15.

  e IE Dead Sea.  
Num. 34:12 (3, 12);  
Josh. 15:2.

 17 a Ps. 66:6; 74:15;  
D&C 133:68.

4 1 a HEB completely.
 3 a 1 Kgs. 18:31.

  b Deut. 27:2.
 4 a TG Church 

Organization.
 6 a TG Children.
 7 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b TG Symbolism.

311 JOSHUA 2:17–3:10

17 And the men said unto her, We 
will be a  blameless of this thine oath 
which thou hast made us swear.
18 Behold, when we come into the  

land, thou shalt bind this line of 
scarlet thread in the window which  
thou didst let us down by: and thou  
shalt bring thy a  father, and thy 
mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father’s household, home unto 
thee.
19 And it shall be, that whosoever 

shall go out of the doors of thy house 
into the street, his blood shall be upon 
his head, and we will be guiltless: 
and whosoever shall be with thee 
in the house, his blood shall be on  
our head, if any hand be upon him.
20 And if thou utter this our busi-

ness, then we will be quit of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to 
swear.
21 And she said, According unto 

your words, so be it. And she sent 
them away, and they departed: and 
she bound the scarlet line in the 
window.
22 And they went, and came unto 

the mountain, and abode there 
three days, until the pursuers were 
returned: and the pursuers sought 
them throughout all the way, but 
found them not.
23 ¶ So the two men returned, and 

descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them:
24 And they said unto Joshua, 

Truly the LORD hath a delivered into 
our hands all the land; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country do 
faint because of us.

CHAPTER 3
Joshua leads Israel to the Jordan—The 
Lord cuts off the water of the Jordan; it 

stands up as a heap, and Israel passes 
over on dry ground.
AND Joshua rose early in the morn-
ing; and they removed from Shittim, 
and came to Jordan, he and all the 
children of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over.
2 And it came to pass after three 

days, that the officers went through 
the host;
3 And they commanded the peo-

ple, saying, When ye see the a  ark of 
the covenant of the LORD your God, 
and the priests the Levites bearing 
it, then ye shall remove from your 
place, and go after it.
4 Yet there shall be a space be-

tween you and it, about two thou-
sand cubits by measure: come not 
near unto it, that ye may know the 
a  way by which ye must go: for ye 
have not passed this way heretofore.
5 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, a  Sanctify yourselves: for to 
morrow the LORD will do wonders 
among you.
6 And Joshua spake unto the 

priests, saying, Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and pass over before 
the people. And they took up the 
ark of the covenant, and went be-
fore the people.
7 ¶ And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

This day will I begin to a  magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee.
8 And thou shalt command the 

priests that bear the ark of the cov-
enant, saying, When ye are come to 
the brink of the water of Jordan, ye 
shall stand still in Jordan.
9 ¶ And Joshua said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, Come hither, and hear 
the words of the LORD your God.
10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye 

shall know that the a  living God is 

 17 a HEB pure; i.e., innocent, 
free from blame in this 
covenant.  
Ex. 20:7.

 18 a Josh. 6:23.
 24 a Ex. 23:31;  

1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

3 3 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 4 a 1 Ne. 16:10.
 5 a IE Make yourselves 

clean, holy, by ritual 
washings and proper 
behavior.  
Ex. 19:10;  

Josh. 7:13;  
D&C 43:16 (11–16).

 7 a Josh. 4:14;  
1 Chr. 29:25.

 10 a Ps. 42:2;  
Hosea 1:10;  
D&C 50:1; 76:22.
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17 And the men said unto her, We 
will be a  blameless of this thine oath 
which thou hast made us swear.
18 Behold, when we come into the  

land, thou shalt bind this line of 
scarlet thread in the window which  
thou didst let us down by: and thou  
shalt bring thy a  father, and thy 
mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father’s household, home unto 
thee.
19 And it shall be, that whosoever 

shall go out of the doors of thy house 
into the street, his blood shall be upon 
his head, and we will be guiltless: 
and whosoever shall be with thee 
in the house, his blood shall be on  
our head, if any hand be upon him.
20 And if thou utter this our busi-

ness, then we will be quit of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to 
swear.
21 And she said, According unto 

your words, so be it. And she sent 
them away, and they departed: and 
she bound the scarlet line in the 
window.
22 And they went, and came unto 

the mountain, and abode there 
three days, until the pursuers were 
returned: and the pursuers sought 
them throughout all the way, but 
found them not.
23 ¶ So the two men returned, and 

descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them:
24 And they said unto Joshua, 

Truly the LORD hath a delivered into 
our hands all the land; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country do 
faint because of us.

CHAPTER 3
Joshua leads Israel to the Jordan—The 
Lord cuts off the water of the Jordan; it 

stands up as a heap, and Israel passes 
over on dry ground.
AND Joshua rose early in the morn-
ing; and they removed from Shittim, 
and came to Jordan, he and all the 
children of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over.
2 And it came to pass after three 

days, that the officers went through 
the host;
3 And they commanded the peo-

ple, saying, When ye see the a  ark of 
the covenant of the LORD your God, 
and the priests the Levites bearing 
it, then ye shall remove from your 
place, and go after it.
4 Yet there shall be a space be-

tween you and it, about two thou-
sand cubits by measure: come not 
near unto it, that ye may know the 
a  way by which ye must go: for ye 
have not passed this way heretofore.
5 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, a  Sanctify yourselves: for to 
morrow the LORD will do wonders 
among you.
6 And Joshua spake unto the 

priests, saying, Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and pass over before 
the people. And they took up the 
ark of the covenant, and went be-
fore the people.
7 ¶ And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

This day will I begin to a  magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee.
8 And thou shalt command the 

priests that bear the ark of the cov-
enant, saying, When ye are come to 
the brink of the water of Jordan, ye 
shall stand still in Jordan.
9 ¶ And Joshua said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, Come hither, and hear 
the words of the LORD your God.
10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye 

shall know that the a  living God is 

 17 a HEB pure; i.e., innocent, 
free from blame in this 
covenant.  
Ex. 20:7.

 18 a Josh. 6:23.
 24 a Ex. 23:31;  

1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

3 3 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 4 a 1 Ne. 16:10.
 5 a IE Make yourselves 

clean, holy, by ritual 
washings and proper 
behavior.  
Ex. 19:10;  

Josh. 7:13;  
D&C 43:16 (11–16).

 7 a Josh. 4:14;  
1 Chr. 29:25.

 10 a Ps. 42:2;  
Hosea 1:10;  
D&C 50:1; 76:22.
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among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
b  Canaanites, and the Hittites, and  
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, 
and the Jebusites.
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan.
12 Now therefore take you twelve 

men out of the tribes of Israel, out 
of every tribe a man.
13 And it shall come to pass, as 

soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the wa-
ters of Jordan shall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from 
above; and they shall stand upon  
an a  heap.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

people removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people;
15 And as they that bare the ark 

were come unto Jordan, and the feet  
of the priests that bare the ark  
were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest,)
16 That the a  waters which came 

down from b  above c  stood and rose 
up upon an d  heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zare-
tan: and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the 
e  salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on a  dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Isra-
elites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.

CHAPTER 4
Joshua places twelve stones to com-
memorate the crossing of the Jordan— 
Joshua is magnified before the children 
of Israel as they cross the Jordan—After 
the priests bearing the ark pass over, 
the river returns to its course.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
people were a  clean passed over 
Jordan, that the LORD spake unto 
Joshua, saying,
2 Take you twelve men out of the 

people, out of every tribe a man,
3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst 
of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, a  twelve 
b  stones, and ye shall carry them 
over with you, and leave them in 
the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night.
4 Then Joshua called the a  twelve 

men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man:
5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass 

over before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the midst of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of you 
a stone upon his shoulder, accord-
ing unto the number of the tribes 
of the children of Israel:
6 That this may be a sign among 

you, that when your a  children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean ye by these stones?
7 Then ye shall answer them, That 

the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the a  ark of the covenant of 
the LORD; when it passed over Jor-
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and these stones shall be for a 
b  memorial unto the children of Is-
rael for ever.
8 And the children of Israel did 

so as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of  

 10 b 1 Ne. 17:35 (32–38).
 13 a Ex. 15:8.
 16 a Ex. 14:21;  

2 Kgs. 2:8.
  b IE up the river.
  c OR stopped.
  d Hab. 3:15.

  e IE Dead Sea.  
Num. 34:12 (3, 12);  
Josh. 15:2.

 17 a Ps. 66:6; 74:15;  
D&C 133:68.

4 1 a HEB completely.
 3 a 1 Kgs. 18:31.

  b Deut. 27:2.
 4 a TG Church 

Organization.
 6 a TG Children.
 7 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b TG Symbolism.
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17 And the men said unto her, We 
will be a  blameless of this thine oath 
which thou hast made us swear.
18 Behold, when we come into the  

land, thou shalt bind this line of 
scarlet thread in the window which  
thou didst let us down by: and thou  
shalt bring thy a  father, and thy 
mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father’s household, home unto 
thee.
19 And it shall be, that whosoever 

shall go out of the doors of thy house 
into the street, his blood shall be upon 
his head, and we will be guiltless: 
and whosoever shall be with thee 
in the house, his blood shall be on  
our head, if any hand be upon him.
20 And if thou utter this our busi-

ness, then we will be quit of thine 
oath which thou hast made us to 
swear.
21 And she said, According unto 

your words, so be it. And she sent 
them away, and they departed: and 
she bound the scarlet line in the 
window.
22 And they went, and came unto 

the mountain, and abode there 
three days, until the pursuers were 
returned: and the pursuers sought 
them throughout all the way, but 
found them not.
23 ¶ So the two men returned, and 

descended from the mountain, and 
passed over, and came to Joshua the 
son of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them:
24 And they said unto Joshua, 

Truly the LORD hath a delivered into 
our hands all the land; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country do 
faint because of us.

CHAPTER 3
Joshua leads Israel to the Jordan—The 
Lord cuts off the water of the Jordan; it 

stands up as a heap, and Israel passes 
over on dry ground.
AND Joshua rose early in the morn-
ing; and they removed from Shittim, 
and came to Jordan, he and all the 
children of Israel, and lodged there 
before they passed over.
2 And it came to pass after three 

days, that the officers went through 
the host;
3 And they commanded the peo-

ple, saying, When ye see the a  ark of 
the covenant of the LORD your God, 
and the priests the Levites bearing 
it, then ye shall remove from your 
place, and go after it.
4 Yet there shall be a space be-

tween you and it, about two thou-
sand cubits by measure: come not 
near unto it, that ye may know the 
a  way by which ye must go: for ye 
have not passed this way heretofore.
5 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, a  Sanctify yourselves: for to 
morrow the LORD will do wonders 
among you.
6 And Joshua spake unto the 

priests, saying, Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and pass over before 
the people. And they took up the 
ark of the covenant, and went be-
fore the people.
7 ¶ And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

This day will I begin to a  magnify 
thee in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that, as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with thee.
8 And thou shalt command the 

priests that bear the ark of the cov-
enant, saying, When ye are come to 
the brink of the water of Jordan, ye 
shall stand still in Jordan.
9 ¶ And Joshua said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, Come hither, and hear 
the words of the LORD your God.
10 And Joshua said, Hereby ye 

shall know that the a  living God is 

 17 a HEB pure; i.e., innocent, 
free from blame in this 
covenant.  
Ex. 20:7.

 18 a Josh. 6:23.
 24 a Ex. 23:31;  

1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

3 3 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 4 a 1 Ne. 16:10.
 5 a IE Make yourselves 

clean, holy, by ritual 
washings and proper 
behavior.  
Ex. 19:10;  

Josh. 7:13;  
D&C 43:16 (11–16).

 7 a Josh. 4:14;  
1 Chr. 29:25.

 10 a Ps. 42:2;  
Hosea 1:10;  
D&C 50:1; 76:22.
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among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
b  Canaanites, and the Hittites, and  
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, 
and the Jebusites.
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan.
12 Now therefore take you twelve 

men out of the tribes of Israel, out 
of every tribe a man.
13 And it shall come to pass, as 

soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the wa-
ters of Jordan shall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from 
above; and they shall stand upon  
an a  heap.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

people removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people;
15 And as they that bare the ark 

were come unto Jordan, and the feet  
of the priests that bare the ark  
were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest,)
16 That the a  waters which came 

down from b  above c  stood and rose 
up upon an d  heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zare-
tan: and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the 
e  salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on a  dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Isra-
elites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.

CHAPTER 4
Joshua places twelve stones to com-
memorate the crossing of the Jordan— 
Joshua is magnified before the children 
of Israel as they cross the Jordan—After 
the priests bearing the ark pass over, 
the river returns to its course.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
people were a  clean passed over 
Jordan, that the LORD spake unto 
Joshua, saying,
2 Take you twelve men out of the 

people, out of every tribe a man,
3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst 
of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, a  twelve 
b  stones, and ye shall carry them 
over with you, and leave them in 
the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night.
4 Then Joshua called the a  twelve 

men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man:
5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass 

over before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the midst of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of you 
a stone upon his shoulder, accord-
ing unto the number of the tribes 
of the children of Israel:
6 That this may be a sign among 

you, that when your a  children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean ye by these stones?
7 Then ye shall answer them, That 

the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the a  ark of the covenant of 
the LORD; when it passed over Jor-
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and these stones shall be for a 
b  memorial unto the children of Is-
rael for ever.
8 And the children of Israel did 

so as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of  

 10 b 1 Ne. 17:35 (32–38).
 13 a Ex. 15:8.
 16 a Ex. 14:21;  

2 Kgs. 2:8.
  b IE up the river.
  c OR stopped.
  d Hab. 3:15.

  e IE Dead Sea.  
Num. 34:12 (3, 12);  
Josh. 15:2.

 17 a Ps. 66:6; 74:15;  
D&C 133:68.

4 1 a HEB completely.
 3 a 1 Kgs. 18:31.

  b Deut. 27:2.
 4 a TG Church 

Organization.
 6 a TG Children.
 7 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b TG Symbolism.



David A. Bednar 

“Recall how the Israelites came to the river Jordan and were 
promised the waters would part, and they would be able to 
cross over on dry ground. Interestingly, the waters did not part 
as the children of Israel stood on the banks of the river waiting 
for something to happen; rather, the soles of their feet were 
wet before the water parted. The faith of the Israelites was 
manifested in the fact that they walked into the water before it 
parted. They walked into the river Jordan with a future-facing 
assurance of things hoped for”  

(David A. Bednar, “Seek Learning by Faith,” Ensign, Sept. 2007, 63).



Joshua 4
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



Is
ra

el
 C

ro
ss

es
 th

e 
Jo

rd
an

Tw
el

ve
 M

em
or

ia
l S

to
ne

s f
ro

m
 th

e 
Jo

rd
an

Th
e 

N
ew

 G
en

er
at

io
n 

Ci
rc

um
ci

se
d

312JOSHUA 3:11–4:8

among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
b  Canaanites, and the Hittites, and  
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, 
and the Jebusites.
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan.
12 Now therefore take you twelve 

men out of the tribes of Israel, out 
of every tribe a man.
13 And it shall come to pass, as 

soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the wa-
ters of Jordan shall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from 
above; and they shall stand upon  
an a  heap.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

people removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people;
15 And as they that bare the ark 

were come unto Jordan, and the feet  
of the priests that bare the ark  
were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest,)
16 That the a  waters which came 

down from b  above c  stood and rose 
up upon an d  heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zare-
tan: and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the 
e  salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on a  dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Isra-
elites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.

CHAPTER 4
Joshua places twelve stones to com-
memorate the crossing of the Jordan— 
Joshua is magnified before the children 
of Israel as they cross the Jordan—After 
the priests bearing the ark pass over, 
the river returns to its course.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
people were a  clean passed over 
Jordan, that the LORD spake unto 
Joshua, saying,
2 Take you twelve men out of the 

people, out of every tribe a man,
3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst 
of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, a  twelve 
b  stones, and ye shall carry them 
over with you, and leave them in 
the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night.
4 Then Joshua called the a  twelve 

men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man:
5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass 

over before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the midst of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of you 
a stone upon his shoulder, accord-
ing unto the number of the tribes 
of the children of Israel:
6 That this may be a sign among 

you, that when your a  children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean ye by these stones?
7 Then ye shall answer them, That 

the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the a  ark of the covenant of 
the LORD; when it passed over Jor-
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and these stones shall be for a 
b  memorial unto the children of Is-
rael for ever.
8 And the children of Israel did 

so as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of  

 10 b 1 Ne. 17:35 (32–38).
 13 a Ex. 15:8.
 16 a Ex. 14:21;  

2 Kgs. 2:8.
  b IE up the river.
  c OR stopped.
  d Hab. 3:15.

  e IE Dead Sea.  
Num. 34:12 (3, 12);  
Josh. 15:2.

 17 a Ps. 66:6; 74:15;  
D&C 133:68.

4 1 a HEB completely.
 3 a 1 Kgs. 18:31.

  b Deut. 27:2.
 4 a TG Church 

Organization.
 6 a TG Children.
 7 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b TG Symbolism.
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Jordan, as the LORD spake unto  
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them 
unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there.
9 And Joshua set up twelve stones 

in the midst of Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests which 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: 
and they are there unto this day.
10 ¶ For the priests which bare the 

ark stood in the midst of Jordan, un-
til every thing was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over.
11 And it came to pass, when all 

the people were clean a  passed over, 
that the ark of the LORD passed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of 
the people.
12 And the children of Reuben, 

and the children of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
armed before the children of Israel, 
as Moses spake unto them:
13 About forty thousand prepared 

for war passed over before the LORD 
unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
14 ¶ On that day the LORD a  mag-

nified Joshua in the sight of all Is-
rael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.
15 And the LORD spake unto  

Joshua, saying,
16 Command the priests that bear 

the ark of the a  testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan.
17 Joshua therefore commanded 

the priests, saying, Come ye up out 
of Jordan.
18 And it came to pass, when the 

priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD were come up 
out of the midst of Jordan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted 
up unto the dry land, that the wa-
ters of Jordan returned unto their 

place, and flowed over all his banks, 
as they did before.
19 ¶ And the people came up out 

of Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in a  Gil-
gal, in the east border of Jericho.
20 And those twelve stones, which 

they took out of Jordan, did Joshua 
pitch in Gilgal.
21 And he spake unto the children 

of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?
22 Then ye shall let your a children 

b know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land.
23 For the LORD your God dried 

up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red 
sea, which he a dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over:
24 That all the people of the earth 

might a  know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might b fear 
the LORD your God for ever.

CHAPTER 5
The inhabitants of Canaan fear Israel—
The males of Israel are circumcised—
Israel keeps the Passover, eats the fruit 
of the land, and manna ceases—The 
captain of the Lord’s host appears to 
Joshua.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of Israel.
2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 

Joshua, Make thee a  sharp knives, 
and b  circumcise again the children 
of Israel the second time.

 11 a Deut. 3:28.
 14 a Josh. 3:7.
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among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
b  Canaanites, and the Hittites, and  
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, 
and the Jebusites.
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan.
12 Now therefore take you twelve 

men out of the tribes of Israel, out 
of every tribe a man.
13 And it shall come to pass, as 

soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the wa-
ters of Jordan shall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from 
above; and they shall stand upon  
an a  heap.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

people removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people;
15 And as they that bare the ark 

were come unto Jordan, and the feet  
of the priests that bare the ark  
were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest,)
16 That the a  waters which came 

down from b  above c  stood and rose 
up upon an d  heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zare-
tan: and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the 
e  salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on a  dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Isra-
elites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.

CHAPTER 4
Joshua places twelve stones to com-
memorate the crossing of the Jordan— 
Joshua is magnified before the children 
of Israel as they cross the Jordan—After 
the priests bearing the ark pass over, 
the river returns to its course.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
people were a  clean passed over 
Jordan, that the LORD spake unto 
Joshua, saying,
2 Take you twelve men out of the 

people, out of every tribe a man,
3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst 
of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, a  twelve 
b  stones, and ye shall carry them 
over with you, and leave them in 
the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night.
4 Then Joshua called the a  twelve 

men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man:
5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass 

over before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the midst of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of you 
a stone upon his shoulder, accord-
ing unto the number of the tribes 
of the children of Israel:
6 That this may be a sign among 

you, that when your a  children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean ye by these stones?
7 Then ye shall answer them, That 

the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the a  ark of the covenant of 
the LORD; when it passed over Jor-
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and these stones shall be for a 
b  memorial unto the children of Is-
rael for ever.
8 And the children of Israel did 

so as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of  
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Jordan, as the LORD spake unto  
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them 
unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there.
9 And Joshua set up twelve stones 

in the midst of Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests which 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: 
and they are there unto this day.
10 ¶ For the priests which bare the 

ark stood in the midst of Jordan, un-
til every thing was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over.
11 And it came to pass, when all 

the people were clean a  passed over, 
that the ark of the LORD passed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of 
the people.
12 And the children of Reuben, 

and the children of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
armed before the children of Israel, 
as Moses spake unto them:
13 About forty thousand prepared 

for war passed over before the LORD 
unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
14 ¶ On that day the LORD a  mag-

nified Joshua in the sight of all Is-
rael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.
15 And the LORD spake unto  

Joshua, saying,
16 Command the priests that bear 

the ark of the a  testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan.
17 Joshua therefore commanded 

the priests, saying, Come ye up out 
of Jordan.
18 And it came to pass, when the 

priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD were come up 
out of the midst of Jordan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted 
up unto the dry land, that the wa-
ters of Jordan returned unto their 

place, and flowed over all his banks, 
as they did before.
19 ¶ And the people came up out 

of Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in a  Gil-
gal, in the east border of Jericho.
20 And those twelve stones, which 

they took out of Jordan, did Joshua 
pitch in Gilgal.
21 And he spake unto the children 

of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?
22 Then ye shall let your a children 

b know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land.
23 For the LORD your God dried 

up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red 
sea, which he a dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over:
24 That all the people of the earth 

might a  know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might b fear 
the LORD your God for ever.

CHAPTER 5
The inhabitants of Canaan fear Israel—
The males of Israel are circumcised—
Israel keeps the Passover, eats the fruit 
of the land, and manna ceases—The 
captain of the Lord’s host appears to 
Joshua.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of Israel.
2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 

Joshua, Make thee a  sharp knives, 
and b  circumcise again the children 
of Israel the second time.
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 16 a OR covenant.
 19 a Josh. 5:9.
 22 a TG Children.

  b TG Teaching.
 23 a Ex. 14:21.
 24 a 1 Kgs. 8:43.
  b Deut. 6:13;  

D&C 76:5.

5 1 a Ex. 15:14–16.
  b Josh. 2:11.
 2 a HEB flint knives.
  b TG Circumcision.



312JOSHUA 3:11–4:8

among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
b  Canaanites, and the Hittites, and  
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, 
and the Jebusites.
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan.
12 Now therefore take you twelve 

men out of the tribes of Israel, out 
of every tribe a man.
13 And it shall come to pass, as 

soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the wa-
ters of Jordan shall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from 
above; and they shall stand upon  
an a  heap.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

people removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people;
15 And as they that bare the ark 

were come unto Jordan, and the feet  
of the priests that bare the ark  
were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest,)
16 That the a  waters which came 

down from b  above c  stood and rose 
up upon an d  heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zare-
tan: and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the 
e  salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on a  dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Isra-
elites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.

CHAPTER 4
Joshua places twelve stones to com-
memorate the crossing of the Jordan— 
Joshua is magnified before the children 
of Israel as they cross the Jordan—After 
the priests bearing the ark pass over, 
the river returns to its course.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
people were a  clean passed over 
Jordan, that the LORD spake unto 
Joshua, saying,
2 Take you twelve men out of the 

people, out of every tribe a man,
3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst 
of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, a  twelve 
b  stones, and ye shall carry them 
over with you, and leave them in 
the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night.
4 Then Joshua called the a  twelve 

men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man:
5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass 

over before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the midst of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of you 
a stone upon his shoulder, accord-
ing unto the number of the tribes 
of the children of Israel:
6 That this may be a sign among 

you, that when your a  children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean ye by these stones?
7 Then ye shall answer them, That 

the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the a  ark of the covenant of 
the LORD; when it passed over Jor-
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and these stones shall be for a 
b  memorial unto the children of Is-
rael for ever.
8 And the children of Israel did 

so as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of  
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Jordan, as the LORD spake unto  
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them 
unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there.
9 And Joshua set up twelve stones 

in the midst of Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests which 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: 
and they are there unto this day.
10 ¶ For the priests which bare the 

ark stood in the midst of Jordan, un-
til every thing was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over.
11 And it came to pass, when all 

the people were clean a  passed over, 
that the ark of the LORD passed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of 
the people.
12 And the children of Reuben, 

and the children of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
armed before the children of Israel, 
as Moses spake unto them:
13 About forty thousand prepared 

for war passed over before the LORD 
unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
14 ¶ On that day the LORD a  mag-

nified Joshua in the sight of all Is-
rael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.
15 And the LORD spake unto  

Joshua, saying,
16 Command the priests that bear 

the ark of the a  testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan.
17 Joshua therefore commanded 

the priests, saying, Come ye up out 
of Jordan.
18 And it came to pass, when the 

priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD were come up 
out of the midst of Jordan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted 
up unto the dry land, that the wa-
ters of Jordan returned unto their 

place, and flowed over all his banks, 
as they did before.
19 ¶ And the people came up out 

of Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in a  Gil-
gal, in the east border of Jericho.
20 And those twelve stones, which 

they took out of Jordan, did Joshua 
pitch in Gilgal.
21 And he spake unto the children 

of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?
22 Then ye shall let your a children 

b know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land.
23 For the LORD your God dried 

up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red 
sea, which he a dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over:
24 That all the people of the earth 

might a  know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might b fear 
the LORD your God for ever.

CHAPTER 5
The inhabitants of Canaan fear Israel—
The males of Israel are circumcised—
Israel keeps the Passover, eats the fruit 
of the land, and manna ceases—The 
captain of the Lord’s host appears to 
Joshua.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of Israel.
2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 

Joshua, Make thee a  sharp knives, 
and b  circumcise again the children 
of Israel the second time.
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 16 a OR covenant.
 19 a Josh. 5:9.
 22 a TG Children.

  b TG Teaching.
 23 a Ex. 14:21.
 24 a 1 Kgs. 8:43.
  b Deut. 6:13;  

D&C 76:5.

5 1 a Ex. 15:14–16.
  b Josh. 2:11.
 2 a HEB flint knives.
  b TG Circumcision.



312JOSHUA 3:11–4:8

among you, and that he will without 
fail drive out from before you the 
b  Canaanites, and the Hittites, and  
the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Girgashites, and the Amorites, 
and the Jebusites.
11 Behold, the ark of the covenant 

of the Lord of all the earth passeth 
over before you into Jordan.
12 Now therefore take you twelve 

men out of the tribes of Israel, out 
of every tribe a man.
13 And it shall come to pass, as 

soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests that bear the ark of the LORD, 
the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of Jordan, that the wa-
ters of Jordan shall be cut off from 
the waters that come down from 
above; and they shall stand upon  
an a  heap.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

people removed from their tents, 
to pass over Jordan, and the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant be-
fore the people;
15 And as they that bare the ark 

were come unto Jordan, and the feet  
of the priests that bare the ark  
were dipped in the brim of the 
water, (for Jordan overfloweth all 
his banks all the time of harvest,)
16 That the a  waters which came 

down from b  above c  stood and rose 
up upon an d  heap very far from 
the city Adam, that is beside Zare-
tan: and those that came down to-
ward the sea of the plain, even the 
e  salt sea, failed, and were cut off: 
and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.
17 And the priests that bare the 

ark of the covenant of the LORD 
stood firm on a  dry ground in the 
midst of Jordan, and all the Isra-
elites passed over on dry ground, 
until all the people were passed 
clean over Jordan.

CHAPTER 4
Joshua places twelve stones to com-
memorate the crossing of the Jordan— 
Joshua is magnified before the children 
of Israel as they cross the Jordan—After 
the priests bearing the ark pass over, 
the river returns to its course.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
people were a  clean passed over 
Jordan, that the LORD spake unto 
Joshua, saying,
2 Take you twelve men out of the 

people, out of every tribe a man,
3 And command ye them, saying, 

Take you hence out of the midst 
of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priests’ feet stood firm, a  twelve 
b  stones, and ye shall carry them 
over with you, and leave them in 
the lodging place, where ye shall 
lodge this night.
4 Then Joshua called the a  twelve 

men, whom he had prepared of 
the children of Israel, out of every 
tribe a man:
5 And Joshua said unto them, Pass 

over before the ark of the LORD 
your God into the midst of Jordan, 
and take ye up every man of you 
a stone upon his shoulder, accord-
ing unto the number of the tribes 
of the children of Israel:
6 That this may be a sign among 

you, that when your a  children ask 
their fathers in time to come, saying, 
What mean ye by these stones?
7 Then ye shall answer them, That 

the waters of Jordan were cut off 
before the a  ark of the covenant of 
the LORD; when it passed over Jor-
dan, the waters of Jordan were cut 
off: and these stones shall be for a 
b  memorial unto the children of Is-
rael for ever.
8 And the children of Israel did 

so as Joshua commanded, and took 
up twelve stones out of the midst of  
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 13 a Ex. 15:8.
 16 a Ex. 14:21;  

2 Kgs. 2:8.
  b IE up the river.
  c OR stopped.
  d Hab. 3:15.

  e IE Dead Sea.  
Num. 34:12 (3, 12);  
Josh. 15:2.

 17 a Ps. 66:6; 74:15;  
D&C 133:68.

4 1 a HEB completely.
 3 a 1 Kgs. 18:31.

  b Deut. 27:2.
 4 a TG Church 

Organization.
 6 a TG Children.
 7 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b TG Symbolism.

313 JOSHUA 4:9–5:2

Jordan, as the LORD spake unto  
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them 
unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there.
9 And Joshua set up twelve stones 

in the midst of Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests which 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: 
and they are there unto this day.
10 ¶ For the priests which bare the 

ark stood in the midst of Jordan, un-
til every thing was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over.
11 And it came to pass, when all 

the people were clean a  passed over, 
that the ark of the LORD passed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of 
the people.
12 And the children of Reuben, 

and the children of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
armed before the children of Israel, 
as Moses spake unto them:
13 About forty thousand prepared 

for war passed over before the LORD 
unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
14 ¶ On that day the LORD a  mag-

nified Joshua in the sight of all Is-
rael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.
15 And the LORD spake unto  

Joshua, saying,
16 Command the priests that bear 

the ark of the a  testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan.
17 Joshua therefore commanded 

the priests, saying, Come ye up out 
of Jordan.
18 And it came to pass, when the 

priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD were come up 
out of the midst of Jordan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted 
up unto the dry land, that the wa-
ters of Jordan returned unto their 

place, and flowed over all his banks, 
as they did before.
19 ¶ And the people came up out 

of Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in a  Gil-
gal, in the east border of Jericho.
20 And those twelve stones, which 

they took out of Jordan, did Joshua 
pitch in Gilgal.
21 And he spake unto the children 

of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?
22 Then ye shall let your a children 

b know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land.
23 For the LORD your God dried 

up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red 
sea, which he a dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over:
24 That all the people of the earth 

might a  know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might b fear 
the LORD your God for ever.

CHAPTER 5
The inhabitants of Canaan fear Israel—
The males of Israel are circumcised—
Israel keeps the Passover, eats the fruit 
of the land, and manna ceases—The 
captain of the Lord’s host appears to 
Joshua.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of Israel.
2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 

Joshua, Make thee a  sharp knives, 
and b  circumcise again the children 
of Israel the second time.

 11 a Deut. 3:28.
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Jordan, as the LORD spake unto  
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them 
unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there.
9 And Joshua set up twelve stones 

in the midst of Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests which 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: 
and they are there unto this day.
10 ¶ For the priests which bare the 

ark stood in the midst of Jordan, un-
til every thing was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over.
11 And it came to pass, when all 

the people were clean a  passed over, 
that the ark of the LORD passed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of 
the people.
12 And the children of Reuben, 

and the children of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
armed before the children of Israel, 
as Moses spake unto them:
13 About forty thousand prepared 

for war passed over before the LORD 
unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
14 ¶ On that day the LORD a  mag-

nified Joshua in the sight of all Is-
rael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.
15 And the LORD spake unto  

Joshua, saying,
16 Command the priests that bear 

the ark of the a  testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan.
17 Joshua therefore commanded 

the priests, saying, Come ye up out 
of Jordan.
18 And it came to pass, when the 

priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD were come up 
out of the midst of Jordan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted 
up unto the dry land, that the wa-
ters of Jordan returned unto their 

place, and flowed over all his banks, 
as they did before.
19 ¶ And the people came up out 

of Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in a  Gil-
gal, in the east border of Jericho.
20 And those twelve stones, which 

they took out of Jordan, did Joshua 
pitch in Gilgal.
21 And he spake unto the children 

of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?
22 Then ye shall let your a children 

b know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land.
23 For the LORD your God dried 

up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red 
sea, which he a dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over:
24 That all the people of the earth 

might a  know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might b fear 
the LORD your God for ever.

CHAPTER 5
The inhabitants of Canaan fear Israel—
The males of Israel are circumcised—
Israel keeps the Passover, eats the fruit 
of the land, and manna ceases—The 
captain of the Lord’s host appears to 
Joshua.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of Israel.
2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 

Joshua, Make thee a  sharp knives, 
and b  circumcise again the children 
of Israel the second time.
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Jordan, as the LORD spake unto  
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them 
unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there.
9 And Joshua set up twelve stones 

in the midst of Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests which 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: 
and they are there unto this day.
10 ¶ For the priests which bare the 

ark stood in the midst of Jordan, un-
til every thing was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over.
11 And it came to pass, when all 

the people were clean a  passed over, 
that the ark of the LORD passed over, 
and the priests, in the presence of 
the people.
12 And the children of Reuben, 

and the children of Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
armed before the children of Israel, 
as Moses spake unto them:
13 About forty thousand prepared 

for war passed over before the LORD 
unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
14 ¶ On that day the LORD a  mag-

nified Joshua in the sight of all Is-
rael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.
15 And the LORD spake unto  

Joshua, saying,
16 Command the priests that bear 

the ark of the a  testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan.
17 Joshua therefore commanded 

the priests, saying, Come ye up out 
of Jordan.
18 And it came to pass, when the 

priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD were come up 
out of the midst of Jordan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted 
up unto the dry land, that the wa-
ters of Jordan returned unto their 

place, and flowed over all his banks, 
as they did before.
19 ¶ And the people came up out 

of Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in a  Gil-
gal, in the east border of Jericho.
20 And those twelve stones, which 

they took out of Jordan, did Joshua 
pitch in Gilgal.
21 And he spake unto the children 

of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?
22 Then ye shall let your a children 

b know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land.
23 For the LORD your God dried 

up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red 
sea, which he a dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over:
24 That all the people of the earth 

might a  know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might b fear 
the LORD your God for ever.

CHAPTER 5
The inhabitants of Canaan fear Israel—
The males of Israel are circumcised—
Israel keeps the Passover, eats the fruit 
of the land, and manna ceases—The 
captain of the Lord’s host appears to 
Joshua.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of Israel.
2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 

Joshua, Make thee a  sharp knives, 
and b  circumcise again the children 
of Israel the second time.

 11 a Deut. 3:28.
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“Remembering enables us to 
see God’s hand in our past, just 
as prophecy and faith assure us 
of God’s hand in our future”  

(Marlin K. Jensen, “Remember and 
Perish Not,” GC Apr. 2007, Ensign or 
Liahona, May 2007, 38).
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kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
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2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 
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Jordan, as the LORD spake unto  
Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel, 
and carried them over with them 
unto the place where they lodged, 
and laid them down there.
9 And Joshua set up twelve stones 

in the midst of Jordan, in the place 
where the feet of the priests which 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: 
and they are there unto this day.
10 ¶ For the priests which bare the 

ark stood in the midst of Jordan, un-
til every thing was finished that the 
LORD commanded Joshua to speak 
unto the people, according to all 
that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over.
11 And it came to pass, when all 

the people were clean a  passed over, 
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and the priests, in the presence of 
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the tribe of Manasseh, passed over 
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13 About forty thousand prepared 
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unto battle, to the plains of Jericho.
14 ¶ On that day the LORD a  mag-

nified Joshua in the sight of all Is-
rael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Moses, all the days of his life.
15 And the LORD spake unto  

Joshua, saying,
16 Command the priests that bear 

the ark of the a  testimony, that they 
come up out of Jordan.
17 Joshua therefore commanded 

the priests, saying, Come ye up out 
of Jordan.
18 And it came to pass, when the 

priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the LORD were come up 
out of the midst of Jordan, and the 
soles of the priests’ feet were lifted 
up unto the dry land, that the wa-
ters of Jordan returned unto their 

place, and flowed over all his banks, 
as they did before.
19 ¶ And the people came up out 

of Jordan on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in a  Gil-
gal, in the east border of Jericho.
20 And those twelve stones, which 

they took out of Jordan, did Joshua 
pitch in Gilgal.
21 And he spake unto the children 

of Israel, saying, When your children 
shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?
22 Then ye shall let your a children 

b know, saying, Israel came over this 
Jordan on dry land.
23 For the LORD your God dried 

up the waters of Jordan from before 
you, until ye were passed over, as 
the LORD your God did to the Red 
sea, which he a dried up from before 
us, until we were gone over:
24 That all the people of the earth 

might a  know the hand of the LORD, 
that it is mighty: that ye might b fear 
the LORD your God for ever.

CHAPTER 5
The inhabitants of Canaan fear Israel—
The males of Israel are circumcised—
Israel keeps the Passover, eats the fruit 
of the land, and manna ceases—The 
captain of the Lord’s host appears to 
Joshua.
AND it came to pass, when all the 
kings of the Amorites, which were 
on the side of Jordan westward, 
and all the kings of the Canaanites, 
which were by the sea, a  heard that 
the LORD had dried up the waters 
of Jordan from before the children 
of Israel, until we were passed over, 
that their b  heart melted, neither 
was there spirit in them any more, 
because of the children of Israel.
2 ¶ At that time the LORD said unto 

Joshua, Make thee a  sharp knives, 
and b  circumcise again the children 
of Israel the second time.
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3 And Joshua made him sharp 
knives, and circumcised the chil-
dren of Israel at the hill of the 
foreskins.
4 And this is the cause why Joshua 

did circumcise: All the people that 
came out of Egypt, that were males, 
even all the men of war, died in the 
wilderness by the way, after they 
came out of Egypt.
5 Now all the people that came out 

were circumcised: but all the people 
that were born in the wilderness by 
the way as they came forth out of 
Egypt, them they had not circumcised.
6 For the children of Israel walked 

forty years in the wilderness, till 
all the people that were men of war, 
which came out of Egypt, were con-
sumed, because they a obeyed not the 
voice of the LORD: unto whom the 
LORD sware that he would not shew 
them the b  land, which the LORD 
c  sware unto their fathers that he 
would give us, a land that floweth 
with milk and honey.
7 And their children, whom he 

raised up a  in their stead, them  
Joshua circumcised: for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had 
not circumcised them by the way.
8 And it came to pass, when they 

had done circumcising all the peo-
ple, that they abode in their places 
in the camp, till they were a  whole.
9 And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

This day have I rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from off you. 
Wherefore the name of the place is 
called a  Gilgal unto this day.
10 ¶ And the children of Israel 

encamped in Gilgal, and kept the 
a  passover on the fourteenth day of 
the month at even in the plains of 
Jericho.
11 And they did eat of the a old corn 

of the land on the morrow after the 

passover, b  unleavened cakes, and 
parched corn in the selfsame day.
12 ¶ And the a  manna ceased on  

the morrow after they had eaten 
of the old corn of the land; neither 
had the children of Israel manna 
any more; but they did eat of the 
fruit of the land of Canaan that year.
13 ¶ And it came to pass, when  

Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and, behold, 
there stood a a  man over against 
him with his sword drawn in his 
hand: and Joshua went unto him, 
and said unto him, Art thou for us, 
or for our adversaries?
14 And he said, Nay; but as cap-

tain of the a  host of the LORD am I 
now come. And Joshua fell on his 
face to the earth, and did worship, 
and said unto him, What saith my 
lord unto his servant?
15 And the captain of the LORD’s 

host said unto Joshua, Loose thy 
a shoe from off thy foot; for the place 
whereon thou standest is b holy. And 
Joshua did so.

CHAPTER 6
Jericho is taken and destroyed—Only 
Rahab and her household are saved.
NOW a  Jericho was straitly shut up 
because of the children of Israel: 
none went out, and none came in.
2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

See, I have given into thine hand 
Jericho, and the king thereof, and 
the mighty men of valour.
3 And ye shall a  compass the city, 

all ye men of war, and go round 
about the city once. Thus shalt thou 
do six days.
4 And seven priests shall bear 

before the ark seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye 
shall compass the city seven times, 
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fathers.
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none went out, and none came in.
2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

See, I have given into thine hand 
Jericho, and the king thereof, and 
the mighty men of valour.
3 And ye shall a  compass the city, 

all ye men of war, and go round 
about the city once. Thus shalt thou 
do six days.
4 And seven priests shall bear 

before the ark seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye 
shall compass the city seven times, 
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?
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3 And Joshua made him sharp 
knives, and circumcised the chil-
dren of Israel at the hill of the 
foreskins.
4 And this is the cause why Joshua 

did circumcise: All the people that 
came out of Egypt, that were males, 
even all the men of war, died in the 
wilderness by the way, after they 
came out of Egypt.
5 Now all the people that came out 

were circumcised: but all the people 
that were born in the wilderness by 
the way as they came forth out of 
Egypt, them they had not circumcised.
6 For the children of Israel walked 

forty years in the wilderness, till 
all the people that were men of war, 
which came out of Egypt, were con-
sumed, because they a obeyed not the 
voice of the LORD: unto whom the 
LORD sware that he would not shew 
them the b  land, which the LORD 
c  sware unto their fathers that he 
would give us, a land that floweth 
with milk and honey.
7 And their children, whom he 

raised up a  in their stead, them  
Joshua circumcised: for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had 
not circumcised them by the way.
8 And it came to pass, when they 

had done circumcising all the peo-
ple, that they abode in their places 
in the camp, till they were a  whole.
9 And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

This day have I rolled away the 
reproach of Egypt from off you. 
Wherefore the name of the place is 
called a  Gilgal unto this day.
10 ¶ And the children of Israel 

encamped in Gilgal, and kept the 
a  passover on the fourteenth day of 
the month at even in the plains of 
Jericho.
11 And they did eat of the a old corn 

of the land on the morrow after the 

passover, b  unleavened cakes, and 
parched corn in the selfsame day.
12 ¶ And the a  manna ceased on  

the morrow after they had eaten 
of the old corn of the land; neither 
had the children of Israel manna 
any more; but they did eat of the 
fruit of the land of Canaan that year.
13 ¶ And it came to pass, when  

Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and, behold, 
there stood a a  man over against 
him with his sword drawn in his 
hand: and Joshua went unto him, 
and said unto him, Art thou for us, 
or for our adversaries?
14 And he said, Nay; but as cap-

tain of the a  host of the LORD am I 
now come. And Joshua fell on his 
face to the earth, and did worship, 
and said unto him, What saith my 
lord unto his servant?
15 And the captain of the LORD’s 

host said unto Joshua, Loose thy 
a shoe from off thy foot; for the place 
whereon thou standest is b holy. And 
Joshua did so.

CHAPTER 6
Jericho is taken and destroyed—Only 
Rahab and her household are saved.
NOW a  Jericho was straitly shut up 
because of the children of Israel: 
none went out, and none came in.
2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, 

See, I have given into thine hand 
Jericho, and the king thereof, and 
the mighty men of valour.
3 And ye shall a  compass the city, 

all ye men of war, and go round 
about the city once. Thus shalt thou 
do six days.
4 And seven priests shall bear 

before the ark seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns: and the seventh day ye 
shall compass the city seven times, 
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 

 6 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.
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Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.



315 JOSHUA 6:5–22

and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 

 6 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 9 a IE those bringing up the 

rear.
 18 a IE those things under 

a ban for the people to 
take, or dedicated for 
a sacrifice to the Lord. 
Josh. 7:1;  

1 Chr. 2:7.
 20 a Heb. 11:30;  

D&C 101:57.
 21 a Deut. 7:2.
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 

 6 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 9 a IE those bringing up the 

rear.
 18 a IE those things under 

a ban for the people to 
take, or dedicated for 
a sacrifice to the Lord. 
Josh. 7:1;  

1 Chr. 2:7.
 20 a Heb. 11:30;  

D&C 101:57.
 21 a Deut. 7:2.

Seminary Manual 

“The accursed thing” in these 
verses refers to items the Israelites 
were forbidden to take from the 
city for themselves. These items 
were to be destroyed (see verse 18, 
footnote a). All the people (except 
for Rahab and her kindred [see 
verses 17, 22–23, 25]) and all the 
objects in Jericho were considered 
accursed, except for the gold, 
silver, brass, and iron vessels which 
were to be given and consecrated 
to the Lord (see verse 19).
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 

 6 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
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a ban for the people to 
take, or dedicated for 
a sacrifice to the Lord. 
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.

 2 a Josh. 18:12.
 4 a Lev. 26:17 (14–17);  

Alma 53:9;  

D&C 136:42.
 5 a HEB the quarries.
  b HEB descent, or pass.
 6 a 1 Sam. 4:12;  

Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.
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and the priests shall blow with the 
trumpets.
5 And it shall come to pass, that 

when they make a long blast with 
the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the 
sound of the trumpet, all the peo-
ple shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city shall fall 
down flat, and the people shall as-
cend up every man straight before  
him.
6 ¶ And Joshua the son of Nun 

called the priests, and said unto 
them, Take up the a  ark of the cov-
enant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
7 And he said unto the people, 

Pass on, and compass the city, and 
let him that is armed pass on be-
fore the ark of the LORD.
8 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Joshua had spoken unto the peo-
ple, that the seven priests bearing 
the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
passed on before the LORD, and 
blew with the trumpets: and the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
followed them.
9 ¶ And the armed men went be-

fore the priests that blew with the 
trumpets, and a  the rearward came 
after the ark, the priests going on, 
and blowing with the trumpets.
10 And Joshua had commanded the 

people, saying, Ye shall not shout, 
nor make any noise with your voice, 
neither shall any word proceed out 
of your mouth, until the day I bid 
you shout; then shall ye shout.
11 So the ark of the LORD com-

passed the city, going about it once: 
and they came into the camp, and 
lodged in the camp.
12 ¶ And Joshua rose early in the 

morning, and the priests took up 
the ark of the LORD.
13 And seven priests bearing seven 

trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark of the LORD went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the  

armed men went before them; but 
the rearward came after the ark of 
the LORD, the priests going on, and 
blowing with the trumpets.
14 And the second day they com-

passed the city once, and returned 
into the camp: so they did six days.
15 And it came to pass on the 

seventh day, that they rose early 
about the dawning of the day, and 
compassed the city after the same 
manner seven times: only on that 
day they compassed the city seven 
times.
16 And it came to pass at the sev-

enth time, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets, Joshua said unto 
the people, Shout; for the LORD hath 
given you the city.
17 ¶ And the city shall be accursed, 

even it, and all that are therein, to 
the LORD: only Rahab the harlot 
shall live, she and all that are with 
her in the house, because she hid 
the messengers that we sent.
18 And ye, in any wise keep your-

selves from a  the accursed thing, lest 
ye make yourselves accursed, when 
ye take of the accursed thing, and 
make the camp of Israel a curse, 
and trouble it.
19 But all the silver, and gold, and 

vessels of brass and iron, are con-
secrated unto the LORD: they shall 
come into the treasury of the LORD.
20 So the people shouted when the 

priests blew with the trumpets: and 
it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great 
shout, that the a  wall fell down flat, 
so that the people went up into the 
city, every man straight before him, 
and they took the city.
21 And they utterly a  destroyed 

all that was in the city, both man 
and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and sheep, and ass, with the edge 
of the sword.
22 But Joshua had said unto the 

two men that had spied out the 
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?
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11 Israel hath a  sinned, and they 
have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them: for they 
have even taken of the accursed 
thing, and have also stolen, and 
b  dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff.
12 Therefore the children of Israel 

could not stand before their en-
emies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they were 
accursed: neither will I be with you 
any more, except ye destroy the ac-
cursed from among you.
13 Up, a  sanctify the people, and 

say, b  Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow: for thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, There is an accursed 
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accursed thing from among you.
14 In the morning therefore ye 

shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe 
which the LORD taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; 
and the a  family which the LORD 
shall take shall come by households; 
and the household which the LORD 
shall take shall come man by man.
15 And it shall be, that he that is 

taken with the accursed thing shall 
be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the LORD, and be-
cause he hath a wrought folly in Israel.
16 ¶ So Joshua rose up early in 

the morning, and brought Israel by 
their tribes; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken:
17 And he brought the family of 

Judah; and he took the family of 
the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; 
and Zabdi was taken:
18 And he brought his household 

man by man; and Achan, the son of  
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son  

of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken.
19 And Joshua said unto Achan, 

My son, give, I pray thee, a  glory to 
the LORD God of Israel, and make 
b  confession unto him; and c  tell me 
now what thou hast done; hide it 
not from me.
20 And Achan answered Joshua, 

and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the LORD a God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done:
21 When I saw among the spoils 

a goodly a  Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I b  coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it.
22 ¶ So Joshua sent messengers, 

and they ran unto the tent; and, 
behold, it was hid in his tent, and 
the silver under it.
23 And they took them out of the 

midst of the tent, and brought them 
unto Joshua, and unto all the chil-
dren of Israel, and laid them out 
before the LORD.
24 And Joshua, and all Israel with 

him, took Achan the son of Zerah, 
and the silver, and the garment, and 
the wedge of gold, and his sons, and 
his daughters, and his oxen, and his 
asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and 
all that he had: and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor.
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou 

troubled us? the LORD shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned 
him with stones, and burned them 
with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones.
26 And they raised over him a great 

heap of stones unto this day. So the 
LORD turned from the fierceness  
of his anger. Wherefore the name of  
that place was called, The valley  
of a  Achor, unto this day.

 11 a Eccl. 9:18; 10:1.
  b HEB deceived, been 

false.
 13 a Josh. 3:5.
  b Hel. 3:35;  

D&C 88:68.

 14 a TG Family, Patriarchal.
 15 a OR done a foolish thing.
 19 a 1 Sam. 6:5.
  b TG Confession.
  c TG Accountability.
 20 a Acts 5:4 (1–10).

 21 a HEB Shinar (area of 
biblical Babylon, 
famous for fine 
weaving).

  b Acts 5:2 (1–11).
 26 a Hosea 2:15.
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.

 2 a Josh. 18:12.
 4 a Lev. 26:17 (14–17);  

Alma 53:9;  

D&C 136:42.
 5 a HEB the quarries.
  b HEB descent, or pass.
 6 a 1 Sam. 4:12;  

Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.

 2 a Josh. 18:12.
 4 a Lev. 26:17 (14–17);  

Alma 53:9;  

D&C 136:42.
 5 a HEB the quarries.
  b HEB descent, or pass.
 6 a 1 Sam. 4:12;  

Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.
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11 Israel hath a  sinned, and they 
have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them: for they 
have even taken of the accursed 
thing, and have also stolen, and 
b  dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff.
12 Therefore the children of Israel 

could not stand before their en-
emies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they were 
accursed: neither will I be with you 
any more, except ye destroy the ac-
cursed from among you.
13 Up, a  sanctify the people, and 

say, b  Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow: for thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, There is an accursed 
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accursed thing from among you.
14 In the morning therefore ye 

shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe 
which the LORD taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; 
and the a  family which the LORD 
shall take shall come by households; 
and the household which the LORD 
shall take shall come man by man.
15 And it shall be, that he that is 

taken with the accursed thing shall 
be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the LORD, and be-
cause he hath a wrought folly in Israel.
16 ¶ So Joshua rose up early in 

the morning, and brought Israel by 
their tribes; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken:
17 And he brought the family of 

Judah; and he took the family of 
the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; 
and Zabdi was taken:
18 And he brought his household 

man by man; and Achan, the son of  
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son  

of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken.
19 And Joshua said unto Achan, 

My son, give, I pray thee, a  glory to 
the LORD God of Israel, and make 
b  confession unto him; and c  tell me 
now what thou hast done; hide it 
not from me.
20 And Achan answered Joshua, 

and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the LORD a God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done:
21 When I saw among the spoils 

a goodly a  Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I b  coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it.
22 ¶ So Joshua sent messengers, 

and they ran unto the tent; and, 
behold, it was hid in his tent, and 
the silver under it.
23 And they took them out of the 

midst of the tent, and brought them 
unto Joshua, and unto all the chil-
dren of Israel, and laid them out 
before the LORD.
24 And Joshua, and all Israel with 

him, took Achan the son of Zerah, 
and the silver, and the garment, and 
the wedge of gold, and his sons, and 
his daughters, and his oxen, and his 
asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and 
all that he had: and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor.
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou 

troubled us? the LORD shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned 
him with stones, and burned them 
with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones.
26 And they raised over him a great 

heap of stones unto this day. So the 
LORD turned from the fierceness  
of his anger. Wherefore the name of  
that place was called, The valley  
of a  Achor, unto this day.

 11 a Eccl. 9:18; 10:1.
  b HEB deceived, been 

false.
 13 a Josh. 3:5.
  b Hel. 3:35;  

D&C 88:68.

 14 a TG Family, Patriarchal.
 15 a OR done a foolish thing.
 19 a 1 Sam. 6:5.
  b TG Confession.
  c TG Accountability.
 20 a Acts 5:4 (1–10).

 21 a HEB Shinar (area of 
biblical Babylon, 
famous for fine 
weaving).

  b Acts 5:2 (1–11).
 26 a Hosea 2:15.
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.

 2 a Josh. 18:12.
 4 a Lev. 26:17 (14–17);  

Alma 53:9;  

D&C 136:42.
 5 a HEB the quarries.
  b HEB descent, or pass.
 6 a 1 Sam. 4:12;  

Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.
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11 Israel hath a  sinned, and they 
have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them: for they 
have even taken of the accursed 
thing, and have also stolen, and 
b  dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff.
12 Therefore the children of Israel 

could not stand before their en-
emies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they were 
accursed: neither will I be with you 
any more, except ye destroy the ac-
cursed from among you.
13 Up, a  sanctify the people, and 

say, b  Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow: for thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, There is an accursed 
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accursed thing from among you.
14 In the morning therefore ye 

shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe 
which the LORD taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; 
and the a  family which the LORD 
shall take shall come by households; 
and the household which the LORD 
shall take shall come man by man.
15 And it shall be, that he that is 

taken with the accursed thing shall 
be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the LORD, and be-
cause he hath a wrought folly in Israel.
16 ¶ So Joshua rose up early in 

the morning, and brought Israel by 
their tribes; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken:
17 And he brought the family of 

Judah; and he took the family of 
the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; 
and Zabdi was taken:
18 And he brought his household 

man by man; and Achan, the son of  
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son  

of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken.
19 And Joshua said unto Achan, 

My son, give, I pray thee, a  glory to 
the LORD God of Israel, and make 
b  confession unto him; and c  tell me 
now what thou hast done; hide it 
not from me.
20 And Achan answered Joshua, 

and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the LORD a God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done:
21 When I saw among the spoils 

a goodly a  Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I b  coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it.
22 ¶ So Joshua sent messengers, 

and they ran unto the tent; and, 
behold, it was hid in his tent, and 
the silver under it.
23 And they took them out of the 

midst of the tent, and brought them 
unto Joshua, and unto all the chil-
dren of Israel, and laid them out 
before the LORD.
24 And Joshua, and all Israel with 

him, took Achan the son of Zerah, 
and the silver, and the garment, and 
the wedge of gold, and his sons, and 
his daughters, and his oxen, and his 
asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and 
all that he had: and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor.
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou 

troubled us? the LORD shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned 
him with stones, and burned them 
with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones.
26 And they raised over him a great 

heap of stones unto this day. So the 
LORD turned from the fierceness  
of his anger. Wherefore the name of  
that place was called, The valley  
of a  Achor, unto this day.

 11 a Eccl. 9:18; 10:1.
  b HEB deceived, been 

false.
 13 a Josh. 3:5.
  b Hel. 3:35;  

D&C 88:68.

 14 a TG Family, Patriarchal.
 15 a OR done a foolish thing.
 19 a 1 Sam. 6:5.
  b TG Confession.
  c TG Accountability.
 20 a Acts 5:4 (1–10).

 21 a HEB Shinar (area of 
biblical Babylon, 
famous for fine 
weaving).

  b Acts 5:2 (1–11).
 26 a Hosea 2:15.
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.

 2 a Josh. 18:12.
 4 a Lev. 26:17 (14–17);  

Alma 53:9;  

D&C 136:42.
 5 a HEB the quarries.
  b HEB descent, or pass.
 6 a 1 Sam. 4:12;  

Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.
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11 Israel hath a  sinned, and they 
have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them: for they 
have even taken of the accursed 
thing, and have also stolen, and 
b  dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff.
12 Therefore the children of Israel 

could not stand before their en-
emies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they were 
accursed: neither will I be with you 
any more, except ye destroy the ac-
cursed from among you.
13 Up, a  sanctify the people, and 

say, b  Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow: for thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, There is an accursed 
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accursed thing from among you.
14 In the morning therefore ye 

shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe 
which the LORD taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; 
and the a  family which the LORD 
shall take shall come by households; 
and the household which the LORD 
shall take shall come man by man.
15 And it shall be, that he that is 

taken with the accursed thing shall 
be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the LORD, and be-
cause he hath a wrought folly in Israel.
16 ¶ So Joshua rose up early in 

the morning, and brought Israel by 
their tribes; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken:
17 And he brought the family of 

Judah; and he took the family of 
the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; 
and Zabdi was taken:
18 And he brought his household 

man by man; and Achan, the son of  
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son  

of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken.
19 And Joshua said unto Achan, 

My son, give, I pray thee, a  glory to 
the LORD God of Israel, and make 
b  confession unto him; and c  tell me 
now what thou hast done; hide it 
not from me.
20 And Achan answered Joshua, 

and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the LORD a God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done:
21 When I saw among the spoils 

a goodly a  Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I b  coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it.
22 ¶ So Joshua sent messengers, 

and they ran unto the tent; and, 
behold, it was hid in his tent, and 
the silver under it.
23 And they took them out of the 

midst of the tent, and brought them 
unto Joshua, and unto all the chil-
dren of Israel, and laid them out 
before the LORD.
24 And Joshua, and all Israel with 

him, took Achan the son of Zerah, 
and the silver, and the garment, and 
the wedge of gold, and his sons, and 
his daughters, and his oxen, and his 
asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and 
all that he had: and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor.
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou 

troubled us? the LORD shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned 
him with stones, and burned them 
with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones.
26 And they raised over him a great 

heap of stones unto this day. So the 
LORD turned from the fierceness  
of his anger. Wherefore the name of  
that place was called, The valley  
of a  Achor, unto this day.

 11 a Eccl. 9:18; 10:1.
  b HEB deceived, been 

false.
 13 a Josh. 3:5.
  b Hel. 3:35;  

D&C 88:68.

 14 a TG Family, Patriarchal.
 15 a OR done a foolish thing.
 19 a 1 Sam. 6:5.
  b TG Confession.
  c TG Accountability.
 20 a Acts 5:4 (1–10).

 21 a HEB Shinar (area of 
biblical Babylon, 
famous for fine 
weaving).

  b Acts 5:2 (1–11).
 26 a Hosea 2:15.
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.

 2 a Josh. 18:12.
 4 a Lev. 26:17 (14–17);  

Alma 53:9;  

D&C 136:42.
 5 a HEB the quarries.
  b HEB descent, or pass.
 6 a 1 Sam. 4:12;  

Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.
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11 Israel hath a  sinned, and they 
have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them: for they 
have even taken of the accursed 
thing, and have also stolen, and 
b  dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff.
12 Therefore the children of Israel 

could not stand before their en-
emies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they were 
accursed: neither will I be with you 
any more, except ye destroy the ac-
cursed from among you.
13 Up, a  sanctify the people, and 

say, b  Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow: for thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, There is an accursed 
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accursed thing from among you.
14 In the morning therefore ye 

shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe 
which the LORD taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; 
and the a  family which the LORD 
shall take shall come by households; 
and the household which the LORD 
shall take shall come man by man.
15 And it shall be, that he that is 

taken with the accursed thing shall 
be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the LORD, and be-
cause he hath a wrought folly in Israel.
16 ¶ So Joshua rose up early in 

the morning, and brought Israel by 
their tribes; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken:
17 And he brought the family of 

Judah; and he took the family of 
the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; 
and Zabdi was taken:
18 And he brought his household 

man by man; and Achan, the son of  
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son  

of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken.
19 And Joshua said unto Achan, 

My son, give, I pray thee, a  glory to 
the LORD God of Israel, and make 
b  confession unto him; and c  tell me 
now what thou hast done; hide it 
not from me.
20 And Achan answered Joshua, 

and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the LORD a God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done:
21 When I saw among the spoils 

a goodly a  Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I b  coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it.
22 ¶ So Joshua sent messengers, 

and they ran unto the tent; and, 
behold, it was hid in his tent, and 
the silver under it.
23 And they took them out of the 

midst of the tent, and brought them 
unto Joshua, and unto all the chil-
dren of Israel, and laid them out 
before the LORD.
24 And Joshua, and all Israel with 

him, took Achan the son of Zerah, 
and the silver, and the garment, and 
the wedge of gold, and his sons, and 
his daughters, and his oxen, and his 
asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and 
all that he had: and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor.
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou 

troubled us? the LORD shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned 
him with stones, and burned them 
with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones.
26 And they raised over him a great 

heap of stones unto this day. So the 
LORD turned from the fierceness  
of his anger. Wherefore the name of  
that place was called, The valley  
of a  Achor, unto this day.

 11 a Eccl. 9:18; 10:1.
  b HEB deceived, been 

false.
 13 a Josh. 3:5.
  b Hel. 3:35;  

D&C 88:68.

 14 a TG Family, Patriarchal.
 15 a OR done a foolish thing.
 19 a 1 Sam. 6:5.
  b TG Confession.
  c TG Accountability.
 20 a Acts 5:4 (1–10).

 21 a HEB Shinar (area of 
biblical Babylon, 
famous for fine 
weaving).

  b Acts 5:2 (1–11).
 26 a Hosea 2:15.

Richard G. Scott 

“Do not take comfort in the fact that 
your transgressions are not known by 
others. That is like an ostrich with his 
head buried in the sand. He sees only 
darkness and feels comfortably 
hidden. In reality he is ridiculously 
conspicuous. Likewise our every act 
is seen by our Father in Heaven and 
His Beloved Son”  

(Richard G. Scott, “Finding Forgiveness,” GC 
Apr. 1995, Ensign, May 1995, 77).
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country, Go into the harlot’s house, 
and bring out thence the woman, 
and all that she hath, as ye sware 
unto her.
23 And the young men that were 

spies went in, and brought out 
a  Rahab, and her father, and her 
mother, and her brethren, and all 
that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them with-
out the camp of Israel.
24 And they burnt the city with 

fire, and all that was therein: only 
the silver, and the gold, and the 
vessels of brass and of iron, they 
put into the treasury of the house 
of the LORD.
25 And Joshua saved Rahab the 

harlot alive, and her father’s house-
hold, and all that she had; and she 
dwelleth in Israel even unto this 
day; because she hid the messen-
gers, which Joshua sent to spy out 
Jericho.
26 ¶ And Joshua a  adjured them 

at that time, saying, Cursed be the 
man before the LORD, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city b  Jericho: he 
shall lay the foundation thereof in 
his firstborn, and in his youngest 
son shall he set up the gates of it.
27 So the LORD was a  with b  Joshua; 

and his fame was c  noised through-
out all the country.

CHAPTER 7
Israel is defeated by the people of Ai—
Joshua complains to the Lord—Achan 
and his household are destroyed because 
he disobeyed the Lord by taking the 
spoils of Jericho.
BUT the children of Israel com-
mitted a trespass in the accursed 
thing: for a  Achan, the son of Carmi, 
the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, took of the 
b  accursed thing: and the anger of 

the LORD was kindled against the 
children of Israel.
2 And Joshua sent men from Jericho  

to Ai, which is beside a Beth-aven, on 
the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, Go up and view 
the country. And the men went up 
and viewed Ai.
3 And they returned to Joshua, 

and said unto him, Let not all the 
people go up; but let about two or 
three thousand men go up and smite 
Ai; and make not all the people to 
labour thither; for they are but few.
4 So there went up thither of the 

people about three thousand men: 
and they a fled before the men of Ai.
5 And the men of Ai smote of them 

about thirty and six men: for they 
chased them from before the gate 
even unto a  Shebarim, and smote 
them in the b going down: wherefore 
the hearts of the people melted, and 
became as water.
6 ¶ And Joshua a  rent his clothes, 

and fell to the earth upon his face 
before the ark of the LORD until the 
eventide, he and the elders of Israel, 
and put dust upon their heads.
7 And Joshua said, Alas, O Lord 

GOD, wherefore hast thou at all 
brought this people over Jordan, 
to deliver us into the hand of the 
Amorites, to destroy us? would to 
God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other side Jordan!
8 O Lord, what shall I say, when 

Israel turneth their backs before 
their enemies!
9 For the Canaanites and all the 

inhabitants of the land shall hear 
of it, and shall a  environ us round, 
and cut off our name from the 
earth: and what wilt thou do unto 
thy great b  name?
10 ¶ And the LORD said unto  

Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest 
thou thus upon thy face?

 23 a Josh. 2:18.
 26 a IE charged, as by an 

oath.
  b 1 Kgs. 16:34 (29–34).
 27 a Josh. 1:5.
  b Josh. 9:3; 1 Sam. 3:19.
  c Josh. 2:10.

7 1 a HEB achar means 
“trouble.”

  b Josh. 6:18; 22:20;  
1 Chr. 2:7.

 2 a Josh. 18:12.
 4 a Lev. 26:17 (14–17);  

Alma 53:9;  

D&C 136:42.
 5 a HEB the quarries.
  b HEB descent, or pass.
 6 a 1 Sam. 4:12;  

Alma 46:12 (12–23).
 9 a HEB surround.
  b Isa. 48:9.
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11 Israel hath a  sinned, and they 
have also transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them: for they 
have even taken of the accursed 
thing, and have also stolen, and 
b  dissembled also, and they have 
put it even among their own stuff.
12 Therefore the children of Israel 

could not stand before their en-
emies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they were 
accursed: neither will I be with you 
any more, except ye destroy the ac-
cursed from among you.
13 Up, a  sanctify the people, and 

say, b  Sanctify yourselves against 
to morrow: for thus saith the LORD 
God of Israel, There is an accursed 
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: 
thou canst not stand before thine 
enemies, until ye take away the 
accursed thing from among you.
14 In the morning therefore ye 

shall be brought according to your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe 
which the LORD taketh shall come 
according to the families thereof; 
and the a  family which the LORD 
shall take shall come by households; 
and the household which the LORD 
shall take shall come man by man.
15 And it shall be, that he that is 

taken with the accursed thing shall 
be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath: because he hath transgressed 
the covenant of the LORD, and be-
cause he hath a wrought folly in Israel.
16 ¶ So Joshua rose up early in 

the morning, and brought Israel by 
their tribes; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken:
17 And he brought the family of 

Judah; and he took the family of 
the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; 
and Zabdi was taken:
18 And he brought his household 

man by man; and Achan, the son of  
Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son  

of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken.
19 And Joshua said unto Achan, 

My son, give, I pray thee, a  glory to 
the LORD God of Israel, and make 
b  confession unto him; and c  tell me 
now what thou hast done; hide it 
not from me.
20 And Achan answered Joshua, 

and said, Indeed I have sinned 
against the LORD a God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done:
21 When I saw among the spoils 

a goodly a  Babylonish garment, and 
two hundred shekels of silver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty shekels 
weight, then I b  coveted them, and 
took them; and, behold, they are 
hid in the earth in the midst of my 
tent, and the silver under it.
22 ¶ So Joshua sent messengers, 

and they ran unto the tent; and, 
behold, it was hid in his tent, and 
the silver under it.
23 And they took them out of the 

midst of the tent, and brought them 
unto Joshua, and unto all the chil-
dren of Israel, and laid them out 
before the LORD.
24 And Joshua, and all Israel with 

him, took Achan the son of Zerah, 
and the silver, and the garment, and 
the wedge of gold, and his sons, and 
his daughters, and his oxen, and his 
asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and 
all that he had: and they brought 
them unto the valley of Achor.
25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou 

troubled us? the LORD shall trouble 
thee this day. And all Israel stoned 
him with stones, and burned them 
with fire, after they had stoned 
them with stones.
26 And they raised over him a great 

heap of stones unto this day. So the 
LORD turned from the fierceness  
of his anger. Wherefore the name of  
that place was called, The valley  
of a  Achor, unto this day.

 11 a Eccl. 9:18; 10:1.
  b HEB deceived, been 

false.
 13 a Josh. 3:5.
  b Hel. 3:35;  

D&C 88:68.

 14 a TG Family, Patriarchal.
 15 a OR done a foolish thing.
 19 a 1 Sam. 6:5.
  b TG Confession.
  c TG Accountability.
 20 a Acts 5:4 (1–10).

 21 a HEB Shinar (area of 
biblical Babylon, 
famous for fine 
weaving).

  b Acts 5:2 (1–11).
 26 a Hosea 2:15.

Deuteronomy 24:16 

The  fathers  shall not be put 
to death for the children, neither 
shall the children be put to death 
for the fathers: every man shall 
be put to death for his own sin.



Ray H. Wood 

“It may seem di#cult for us to understand how the dishonesty of one 
man could have had such a far-reaching e"ect to cause the defeat of 
the army of Israel and the death of 36 men. Elder James E. Talmage 
observed, ‘A law of righteousness had been violated, and things that 
were accursed had been introduced into the camp of the covenant 
people; this transgression interposed resistance to the current of divine 
help, and until the people had sancti!ed themselves the power was not 
renewed unto them’ (The Articles of Faith, 12th ed. [1924], 105; see also 
Josh. 7:10–13)”  

(Ray H. Wood, “Made Like unto the Son of God,” GC Apr. 1999, Ensign, May 1999, 40).
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CHAPTER 8
Joshua uses an ambush, takes Ai, and 
slays its inhabitants—He builds an al-
tar in Mount Ebal—The words of the 
law, both blessings and cursings, are 
read to the people.
AND the LORD said unto Joshua, 
Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: 
take all the people of war with thee, 
and arise, go up to Ai: see, I have 
given into thy hand the king of Ai, 
and his people, and his city, and  
his land:
2 And thou shalt do to Ai and her 

king as thou didst unto a Jericho and 
her king: only the spoil thereof, and 
the cattle thereof, shall ye take for 
a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an 
ambush for the city behind it.
3 ¶ So Joshua arose, and all the 

people of war, to go up against Ai: 
and Joshua chose out thirty thou-
sand mighty men of valour, and 
sent them away by night.
4 And he commanded them, say-

ing, Behold, ye shall lie in wait 
against the city, even behind the 
city: go not very far from the city, 
but be ye all ready:
5 And I, and all the people that 

are with me, will approach unto the 
city: and it shall come to pass, when 
they come out against us, as at the 
first, that we will flee before them,
6 (For they will come out after us) 

till we have drawn them from the 
city; for they will say, They flee 
before us, as at the first: therefore 
we will flee before them.
7 Then ye shall rise up from the 

ambush, and seize upon the city: 
for the LORD your God will deliver 
it into your hand.
8 And it shall be, when ye have 

taken the city, that ye shall set the 
city on fire: according to the com-
mandment of the LORD shall ye do. 
See, I have commanded you.
9 ¶ Joshua therefore sent them 

forth: and they went to lie in ambush,  

and abode between Beth-el and Ai, 
on the west side of Ai: but Joshua 
lodged that night among the people.
10 And Joshua rose up early in the 

morning, and numbered the peo-
ple, and went up, he and the elders 
of Israel, before the people to Ai.
11 And all the people, even the peo-

ple of war that were with him, went 
up, and drew nigh, and came before 
the city, and a  pitched on the north 
side of Ai: now there was a valley 
between them and Ai.
12 And he took about five thou-

sand men, and set them to lie in 
ambush between Beth-el and Ai, 
on the west side of the city.
13 And when they had set the peo-

ple, even all the host that was on the 
north of the city, and a  their liers in 
wait on the west of the city, Joshua 
went that night into the midst of 
the valley.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

king of Ai saw it, that they hasted 
and rose up early, and the men of 
the city went out against Israel to 
battle, he and all his people, at a 
time appointed, before the plain; 
but he a  wist not that there were liers 
in ambush against him behind the 
city.
15 And Joshua and all Israel made 

as if they were beaten before them, 
and fled by the way of the wilder-
ness.
16 And all the people that were in 

Ai were called together to pursue 
after them: and they pursued af-
ter Joshua, and were drawn away 
from the city.
17 And there was not a man left 

in Ai or a  Beth-el, that went not out 
after Israel: and they left the city 
open, and pursued after Israel.
18 And the LORD said unto Joshua,  

Stretch out the spear that is in thy 
hand toward Ai; for I will give it into 
thine hand. And Joshua stretched 
out the spear that he had in his hand 
toward the city.

8 2 a Morm. 7:4;  
D&C 98:33.

 11 a OR set camp.
 13 a IE those in the ambush. 

Judg. 9:25 (25, 32, 35);  
16:12; 20:29 (29, 33);  
21:20;  
Alma 43:31 (30–43);  

52:21 (21–31);  
58:16 (15–21).

 14 a OR knew.
 17 a Josh. 12:16.
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19 And the ambush arose quickly 
out of their place, and they ran as 
soon as he had stretched out his 
hand: and they entered into the 
city, and took it, and hasted and 
set the city on fire.
20 And when the men of Ai looked 

behind them, they saw, and, behold, 
the smoke of the city ascended up 
to heaven, and they had no power 
to flee this way or that way: and the 
people that fled to the wilderness 
turned back upon the pursuers.
21 And when Joshua and all Israel 

saw that the ambush had taken the 
city, and that the smoke of the city 
ascended, then they turned again, 
and slew the men of Ai.
22 And the other issued out of the 

city against them; so they were in 
the midst of Israel, some on this 
side, and some on that side: and 
they smote them, so that they let 
none of them remain or escape.
23 And the king of Ai they took 

alive, and brought him to Joshua.
24 And it came to pass, when Is-

rael had made an end of slaying all 
the inhabitants of Ai in the field, 
in the wilderness wherein they 
chased them, and when they were 
all fallen on the edge of the sword, 
until they were consumed, that all 
the Israelites returned unto Ai, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword.
25 And so it was, that all that fell 

that day, both of men and women, 
were twelve thousand, even all the 
men of Ai.
26 For Joshua drew not his hand 

back, wherewith he stretched out 
the spear, until he had utterly de-
stroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.
27 Only the cattle and the spoil 

of that city Israel took for a  a prey 
unto themselves, according unto 
the word of the LORD which he 
commanded Joshua.
28 And Joshua burnt Ai, and made 

it an heap for ever, even a desolation 
unto this day.
29 And the king of Ai he hanged 

on a tree until eventide: and as 
soon as the sun was down, Joshua 
commanded that they should take 
his carcase down from the tree, and 
cast it at the entering of the gate of 
the city, and raise thereon a great 
heap of stones, that remaineth unto 
this day.
30 ¶ Then Joshua built an altar 

unto the LORD God of Israel in 
mount Ebal,
31 As Moses the servant of the 

LORD commanded the children of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of 
the law of Moses, an a  altar of whole 
b  stones, over which no man hath 
lift up any c  iron: and they offered  
thereon burnt offerings unto the 
LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.
32 ¶ And he a wrote there upon the 

stones a copy of the law of Moses, 
which he wrote in the presence of 
the children of Israel.
33 And all Israel, and their elders, 

and officers, and their judges, stood 
on this side the ark and on that 
side before the priests the Levites, 
which bare the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD, as well the stranger, as 
he that was born among them; half 
of them over against mount a  Geri-
zim, and half of them over against 
mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of 
the LORD had commanded before, 
that they should bless the people 
of Israel.
34 And afterward he a  read all the 

words of the law, the blessings and 
b  cursings, according to all that is 
written in the book of the law.
35 There was not a word of all that 

Moses commanded, which Joshua 
read not before all the a  congrega-
tion of Israel, with the women, and 
the little ones, and the strangers 
that b were conversant among them.

 27 a OR spoil, booty.
 31 a Deut. 27:6 (1–8).
  b Ex. 20:25 (24–25);  

1 Ne. 2:7.
  c 2 Ne. 5:15;  

Ether 10:23;  
Moses 5:46.

 32 a TG Scriptures,  
Writing of.

 33 a Deut. 11:29;  

27:12 (12–13).
 34 a TG Scriptures, Study of.
  b TG Curse.
 35 a TG Church.
  b HEB went, walked.



Joshua 10:42 

And all these kings and their land did 
Joshua take at one time, because the Lord 
God of Israel fought for Israel.
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318JOSHUA 8:1–18

CHAPTER 8
Joshua uses an ambush, takes Ai, and 
slays its inhabitants—He builds an al-
tar in Mount Ebal—The words of the 
law, both blessings and cursings, are 
read to the people.
AND the LORD said unto Joshua, 
Fear not, neither be thou dismayed: 
take all the people of war with thee, 
and arise, go up to Ai: see, I have 
given into thy hand the king of Ai, 
and his people, and his city, and  
his land:
2 And thou shalt do to Ai and her 

king as thou didst unto a Jericho and 
her king: only the spoil thereof, and 
the cattle thereof, shall ye take for 
a prey unto yourselves: lay thee an 
ambush for the city behind it.
3 ¶ So Joshua arose, and all the 

people of war, to go up against Ai: 
and Joshua chose out thirty thou-
sand mighty men of valour, and 
sent them away by night.
4 And he commanded them, say-

ing, Behold, ye shall lie in wait 
against the city, even behind the 
city: go not very far from the city, 
but be ye all ready:
5 And I, and all the people that 

are with me, will approach unto the 
city: and it shall come to pass, when 
they come out against us, as at the 
first, that we will flee before them,
6 (For they will come out after us) 

till we have drawn them from the 
city; for they will say, They flee 
before us, as at the first: therefore 
we will flee before them.
7 Then ye shall rise up from the 

ambush, and seize upon the city: 
for the LORD your God will deliver 
it into your hand.
8 And it shall be, when ye have 

taken the city, that ye shall set the 
city on fire: according to the com-
mandment of the LORD shall ye do. 
See, I have commanded you.
9 ¶ Joshua therefore sent them 

forth: and they went to lie in ambush,  

and abode between Beth-el and Ai, 
on the west side of Ai: but Joshua 
lodged that night among the people.
10 And Joshua rose up early in the 

morning, and numbered the peo-
ple, and went up, he and the elders 
of Israel, before the people to Ai.
11 And all the people, even the peo-

ple of war that were with him, went 
up, and drew nigh, and came before 
the city, and a  pitched on the north 
side of Ai: now there was a valley 
between them and Ai.
12 And he took about five thou-

sand men, and set them to lie in 
ambush between Beth-el and Ai, 
on the west side of the city.
13 And when they had set the peo-

ple, even all the host that was on the 
north of the city, and a  their liers in 
wait on the west of the city, Joshua 
went that night into the midst of 
the valley.
14 ¶ And it came to pass, when the 

king of Ai saw it, that they hasted 
and rose up early, and the men of 
the city went out against Israel to 
battle, he and all his people, at a 
time appointed, before the plain; 
but he a  wist not that there were liers 
in ambush against him behind the 
city.
15 And Joshua and all Israel made 

as if they were beaten before them, 
and fled by the way of the wilder-
ness.
16 And all the people that were in 

Ai were called together to pursue 
after them: and they pursued af-
ter Joshua, and were drawn away 
from the city.
17 And there was not a man left 

in Ai or a  Beth-el, that went not out 
after Israel: and they left the city 
open, and pursued after Israel.
18 And the LORD said unto Joshua,  

Stretch out the spear that is in thy 
hand toward Ai; for I will give it into 
thine hand. And Joshua stretched 
out the spear that he had in his hand 
toward the city.

8 2 a Morm. 7:4;  
D&C 98:33.

 11 a OR set camp.
 13 a IE those in the ambush. 

Judg. 9:25 (25, 32, 35);  
16:12; 20:29 (29, 33);  
21:20;  
Alma 43:31 (30–43);  

52:21 (21–31);  
58:16 (15–21).

 14 a OR knew.
 17 a Josh. 12:16.

319 JOSHUA 8:19–35

19 And the ambush arose quickly 
out of their place, and they ran as 
soon as he had stretched out his 
hand: and they entered into the 
city, and took it, and hasted and 
set the city on fire.
20 And when the men of Ai looked 

behind them, they saw, and, behold, 
the smoke of the city ascended up 
to heaven, and they had no power 
to flee this way or that way: and the 
people that fled to the wilderness 
turned back upon the pursuers.
21 And when Joshua and all Israel 

saw that the ambush had taken the 
city, and that the smoke of the city 
ascended, then they turned again, 
and slew the men of Ai.
22 And the other issued out of the 

city against them; so they were in 
the midst of Israel, some on this 
side, and some on that side: and 
they smote them, so that they let 
none of them remain or escape.
23 And the king of Ai they took 

alive, and brought him to Joshua.
24 And it came to pass, when Is-

rael had made an end of slaying all 
the inhabitants of Ai in the field, 
in the wilderness wherein they 
chased them, and when they were 
all fallen on the edge of the sword, 
until they were consumed, that all 
the Israelites returned unto Ai, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword.
25 And so it was, that all that fell 

that day, both of men and women, 
were twelve thousand, even all the 
men of Ai.
26 For Joshua drew not his hand 

back, wherewith he stretched out 
the spear, until he had utterly de-
stroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.
27 Only the cattle and the spoil 

of that city Israel took for a  a prey 
unto themselves, according unto 
the word of the LORD which he 
commanded Joshua.
28 And Joshua burnt Ai, and made 

it an heap for ever, even a desolation 
unto this day.
29 And the king of Ai he hanged 

on a tree until eventide: and as 
soon as the sun was down, Joshua 
commanded that they should take 
his carcase down from the tree, and 
cast it at the entering of the gate of 
the city, and raise thereon a great 
heap of stones, that remaineth unto 
this day.
30 ¶ Then Joshua built an altar 

unto the LORD God of Israel in 
mount Ebal,
31 As Moses the servant of the 

LORD commanded the children of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of 
the law of Moses, an a  altar of whole 
b  stones, over which no man hath 
lift up any c  iron: and they offered  
thereon burnt offerings unto the 
LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.
32 ¶ And he a wrote there upon the 

stones a copy of the law of Moses, 
which he wrote in the presence of 
the children of Israel.
33 And all Israel, and their elders, 

and officers, and their judges, stood 
on this side the ark and on that 
side before the priests the Levites, 
which bare the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD, as well the stranger, as 
he that was born among them; half 
of them over against mount a  Geri-
zim, and half of them over against 
mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of 
the LORD had commanded before, 
that they should bless the people 
of Israel.
34 And afterward he a  read all the 

words of the law, the blessings and 
b  cursings, according to all that is 
written in the book of the law.
35 There was not a word of all that 

Moses commanded, which Joshua 
read not before all the a  congrega-
tion of Israel, with the women, and 
the little ones, and the strangers 
that b were conversant among them.

 27 a OR spoil, booty.
 31 a Deut. 27:6 (1–8).
  b Ex. 20:25 (24–25);  

1 Ne. 2:7.
  c 2 Ne. 5:15;  

Ether 10:23;  
Moses 5:46.

 32 a TG Scriptures,  
Writing of.

 33 a Deut. 11:29;  

27:12 (12–13).
 34 a TG Scriptures, Study of.
  b TG Curse.
 35 a TG Church.
  b HEB went, walked.
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19 And the ambush arose quickly 
out of their place, and they ran as 
soon as he had stretched out his 
hand: and they entered into the 
city, and took it, and hasted and 
set the city on fire.
20 And when the men of Ai looked 

behind them, they saw, and, behold, 
the smoke of the city ascended up 
to heaven, and they had no power 
to flee this way or that way: and the 
people that fled to the wilderness 
turned back upon the pursuers.
21 And when Joshua and all Israel 

saw that the ambush had taken the 
city, and that the smoke of the city 
ascended, then they turned again, 
and slew the men of Ai.
22 And the other issued out of the 

city against them; so they were in 
the midst of Israel, some on this 
side, and some on that side: and 
they smote them, so that they let 
none of them remain or escape.
23 And the king of Ai they took 

alive, and brought him to Joshua.
24 And it came to pass, when Is-

rael had made an end of slaying all 
the inhabitants of Ai in the field, 
in the wilderness wherein they 
chased them, and when they were 
all fallen on the edge of the sword, 
until they were consumed, that all 
the Israelites returned unto Ai, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword.
25 And so it was, that all that fell 

that day, both of men and women, 
were twelve thousand, even all the 
men of Ai.
26 For Joshua drew not his hand 

back, wherewith he stretched out 
the spear, until he had utterly de-
stroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.
27 Only the cattle and the spoil 

of that city Israel took for a  a prey 
unto themselves, according unto 
the word of the LORD which he 
commanded Joshua.
28 And Joshua burnt Ai, and made 

it an heap for ever, even a desolation 
unto this day.
29 And the king of Ai he hanged 

on a tree until eventide: and as 
soon as the sun was down, Joshua 
commanded that they should take 
his carcase down from the tree, and 
cast it at the entering of the gate of 
the city, and raise thereon a great 
heap of stones, that remaineth unto 
this day.
30 ¶ Then Joshua built an altar 

unto the LORD God of Israel in 
mount Ebal,
31 As Moses the servant of the 

LORD commanded the children of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of 
the law of Moses, an a  altar of whole 
b  stones, over which no man hath 
lift up any c  iron: and they offered  
thereon burnt offerings unto the 
LORD, and sacrificed peace offerings.
32 ¶ And he a wrote there upon the 

stones a copy of the law of Moses, 
which he wrote in the presence of 
the children of Israel.
33 And all Israel, and their elders, 

and officers, and their judges, stood 
on this side the ark and on that 
side before the priests the Levites, 
which bare the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD, as well the stranger, as 
he that was born among them; half 
of them over against mount a  Geri-
zim, and half of them over against 
mount Ebal; as Moses the servant of 
the LORD had commanded before, 
that they should bless the people 
of Israel.
34 And afterward he a  read all the 

words of the law, the blessings and 
b  cursings, according to all that is 
written in the book of the law.
35 There was not a word of all that 

Moses commanded, which Joshua 
read not before all the a  congrega-
tion of Israel, with the women, and 
the little ones, and the strangers 
that b were conversant among them.

 27 a OR spoil, booty.
 31 a Deut. 27:6 (1–8).
  b Ex. 20:25 (24–25);  

1 Ne. 2:7.
  c 2 Ne. 5:15;  

Ether 10:23;  
Moses 5:46.

 32 a TG Scriptures,  
Writing of.

 33 a Deut. 11:29;  

27:12 (12–13).
 34 a TG Scriptures, Study of.
  b TG Curse.
 35 a TG Church.
  b HEB went, walked.
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Joshua 9 - The Gibeonite Deception

4 They did work wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambassadors, and 
took old sacks upon their asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound up; 
5 And old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all 
the bread of their provision was dry and mouldy. 
6 And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and said unto him, and to the 
men of Israel, We be come from a far country: now therefore make ye a league with 
us. 
7 And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, Peradventure ye dwell among us; and 
how shall we make a league with you? 
8 And they said unto Joshua, We are thy servants. And Joshua said unto them, Who 
are ye? and from whence come ye? 
9 And they said unto him, From a very far country thy servants are come because of 
the name of the Lord thy God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he did 
in Egypt, 



Joshua 9 - The Gibeonite Deception

10 And all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to 
Sihon king of Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth. 
11 Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of our country spake to us, saying, 
Take victuals with you for the journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, We 
are your servants: therefore now make ye a league with us. 
12 This our bread we took hot for our provision out of our houses on the day we 
came forth to go unto you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy: 
13 And these bottles of wine, which we !lled, were new; and, behold, they be rent: 
and these our garments and our shoes are become old by reason of the very long 
journey. 
14 And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the mouth of the 
Lord. 
15 And Joshua made peace with them, and made a league with them, to let them 
live: and the princes of the congregation sware unto them.



Joshua 9 - The Gibeonite Deception

22 ¶ And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have 
ye beguiled us, saying, We are very far from you; when ye dwell among us? 
23 Now therefore ye are cursed, and there shall none of you be freed from being 
bondmen, and hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house of my God. 
24 And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it was certainly told thy servants, 
how that the Lord thy God commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, 
and to destroy all the inhabitants of the land from before you, therefore we were 
sore afraid of our lives because of you, and have done this thing. 
25 And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it seemeth good and right unto thee to 
do unto us, do. 
26 And so did he unto them, and delivered them out of the hand of the children of 
Israel, that they slew them not. 
27 And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
congregation, and for the altar of the Lord, even unto this day, in the place which he 
should choose.



Joshua 9 - The Gibeonite Deception 

Joshua 10:1-15 - The Sun Stands Still

12 ¶ Then spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the Lord delivered up the 
Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand 
thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 
13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged 
themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun 
stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. 
14 And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord hearkened unto 
the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel.



Joshua 9 - The Gibeonite Deception 

Joshua 10:1-15 - The Sun Stands Still

Joshua 10:16-28 - Five Amorite Kings Executed 

Joshua 10:29-43 - Conquest of Southern Canaan 

Joshua 11 - Conquests in Northern Canaan

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord said unto Moses; 
and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their 
tribes. And the land rested from war.



Joshua 9 - The Gibeonite Deception 

Joshua 10:1-15 - The Sun Stands Still

Joshua 10:16-28 - Five Amorite Kings Executed 

Joshua 10:29-43 - Conquest of Southern Canaan 

Joshua 11 - Conquests in Northern Canaan

Joshua 12:1-6 - Kings Defeated by Moses 

Joshua 13:1-7 - Land Still to Be Conquered 

Joshua 13:8-33 - The Inheritance East of the Jordan



Joshua 14:1-5 - The Inheritance East of the Jordan 

Joshua 14:6-15 - Caleb's Request and Inheritance 

Joshua 15 - The Allotment for Judah 

Joshua 16-17 - The Allotment for Ephraim and Manasseh 

Joshua 18:1-10 - Allotment of the Remaining Land 

Joshua 18:11-28 - The Inheritance for Benjamin 

Joshua 19:1-9 - The Inheritance for Simeon



Joshua 19:10-16 - The Inheritance for Zebulun 

Joshua 19:17-23 - The Inheritance for Issachar 

Joshua 19:24-31 - The Inheritance for Asher 

Joshua 19:32-39 - The Inheritance for Naphtali 

Joshua 19:40-48 - The Inheritance for Dan 

Joshua 19:49-51 - The Inheritance for Joshua 

Joshua 20 - The Cities of Refuge



Joshua 21 - Cities and Pasturelands Allotted to Levi 

Joshua 22:1-9 - The Eastern Tribes Return Home 

Joshua 22:10-34 - The Eastern Tribes' Altar of Witness
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Joshua 21 - Cities and Pasturelands Allotted to Levi 

Joshua 21:43–45 

43 ¶ And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware 
to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt 
therein. 
44 And the Lord gave them rest round about, according to all 
that he sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man of 
all their enemies before them; the Lord delivered all their 
enemies into their hand. 
45 There failed not ought of any good thing which the Lord had 
spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.



Joshua 22:4-5

4 And now the Lord your God hath given 
rest unto your brethren, as he promised 
them: therefore now return ye, and get 
you unto your tents, and unto the land of 
your possession, which Moses the servant 
of the Lord gave you on the other side 
Jordan. 
5 But take diligent heed to do the 
commandment and the law, which Moses 
the servant of the Lord charged you, to 
love the Lord your God, and to walk in all 
his ways, and to keep his commandments, 
and to cleave unto him, and to serve him 
with all your heart and with all your soul.
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Joshua 21 - Cities and Pasturelands Allotted to Levi 
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340JOSHUA 22:31–23:12

the words that the children of Reu-
ben and the children of Gad and 
the children of Manasseh spake, it 
pleased them.
31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar 

the priest said unto the children of 
Reuben, and to the children of Gad, 
and to the children of Manasseh, 
This day we perceive that the LORD 
is a  among us, because ye have not 
committed this trespass against the 
LORD: now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand 
of the LORD.
32 ¶ And Phinehas the son of Elea-

zar the priest, and the princes, re-
turned from the children of Reuben, 
and from the children of Gad, out 
of the land of Gilead, unto the land 
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, 
and brought them word again.
33 And the thing pleased the chil-

dren of Israel; and the children of 
Israel blessed God, and did not in-
tend to go up against them in bat-
tle, to destroy the land wherein the 
children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.
34 And the children of Reuben and 

the children of Gad called the altar 
Ed: for it shall be a witness between 
us that the LORD is a  God.

CHAPTER 23
Joshua exhorts Israel to be courageous, 
keep the commandments, love the Lord, 
and neither marry among nor cleave 
unto the remnants of the Canaanites 
who remain in the land—When the 
children of Israel serve other gods, they 
will be cursed and dispossessed.
AND it came to pass a long time af-
ter that the LORD had given a  rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, that b  Joshua waxed 
old and stricken in age.
2 And Joshua called for all Israel, 

and for their elders, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 

their officers, and said unto them, 
I am old and stricken in age:
3 And ye have seen all that the 

LORD your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you; for 
the LORD your God is he that hath 
fought for you.
4 Behold, I have divided unto you 

by lot these nations that remain, to 
be an inheritance for your tribes, 
from Jordan, with all the nations 
that I have cut off, even unto the 
a  great sea westward.
5 And the LORD your God, he shall 

a  expel them from before you, and 
drive them from out of your sight; 
and ye shall possess their land, as 
the LORD your God hath promised 
unto you.
6 Be ye therefore very a courageous 

to keep and to do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left;
7 That ye come not among these 

nations, these that remain among 
you; neither make mention of the 
name of their a  gods, nor cause to 
swear by them, neither serve them, 
nor bow yourselves unto them:
8 But a  cleave unto the LORD  

your God, as ye have done unto this  
day.
9 For the LORD hath driven out 

from before you great nations and 
strong: but as for you, no man hath 
been able to a stand before you unto 
this day.
10 One man of you shall chase a 

thousand: for the LORD your God, 
he it is that a  fighteth for you, as he 
hath b  promised you.
11 Take good heed therefore unto 

yourselves, that ye love the LORD 
your God.
12 Else if ye do in any wise go 

back, and cleave unto the remnant 
of these nations, even these that re-
main among you, and shall make 

 31 a Lev. 26:12 (11–12);  
D&C 101:18 (16–18).

 34 a Jer. 10:10;  
D&C 76:1.

23 1 a Josh. 22:4.
  b Josh. 13:1.

 4 a Josh. 15:12.
 5 a D&C 98:37 (33–38).
 6 a TG Courage.
 7 a Ex. 23:13.
 8 a 2 Kgs. 18:6;  

Jacob 6:5;  

Hel. 4:25;  
D&C 11:19.

 9 a Josh. 21:44.
 10 a Deut. 20:4.
  b TG Promise.
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a  marriages with them, and go in 
unto them, and they to you:
13 Know for a certainty that the 

LORD your God will no more drive 
out any of these nations from be-
fore you; but they shall be snares 
and traps unto you, and a  scourges 
in your sides, and b  thorns in your 
eyes, until ye c  perish from off this 
good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you.
14 And, behold, this day I am go-

ing the a  way of all the earth: and 
ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the b  good things 
which the LORD your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof.
15 Therefore it shall come to pass, 

that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the LORD your 
God a  promised you; so shall the 
LORD bring upon you all evil things, 
until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the LORD 
your God hath given you.
16 When ye have a  transgressed 

the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and 
have gone and served other gods, 
and bowed yourselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the LORD be 
kindled against you, and ye shall 
perish quickly from off the b  good 
land which he hath given unto you.

CHAPTER 24
Joshua recites how the Lord has blessed 
and led Israel—Joshua and all the peo-
ple covenant to choose the Lord and 
serve Him only—Joshua and Eleazar 
die—The bones of Joseph, taken from 
Egypt, are buried in Shechem.

AND Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and called for 
the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God.
2 And Joshua said unto all the 

people, Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, 
even Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nachor: and they 
served other a  gods.
3 And I took your father Abraham 

from the other side of the flood, and 
led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his a  seed, 
and gave him Isaac.
4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and 

Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and 
his children went down into Egypt.
5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and 

I a  plagued Egypt, according to that 
which I did among them: and af-
terward I brought you out.
6 And I a  brought your fathers out 

of Egypt: and ye came unto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued af-
ter your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen unto the b  Red sea.
7 And when they cried unto the 

LORD, he put a darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them, and covered them; 
and your eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the 
wilderness a long season.
8 And I brought you into the land 

of the a Amorites, which dwelt on the 
other side Jordan; and they fought 
with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their 
land; and I b  destroyed them from 
before you.
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 

 12 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
 13 a Judg. 1:27 (27–36).
  b Num. 33:55;  

Ezek. 28:24;  
1 Ne. 2:24;  
3 Ne. 20:28 (27–28).

  c 1 Ne. 2:21 (20–21).
 14 a 1 Kgs. 2:2;  

2 Ne. 1:14.  
TG Death.

  b D&C 82:10.
 15 a Josh. 21:45.
 16 a Deut. 17:2;  

D&C 1:15; 3:6 (6–8);  
54:4 (3–6); 104:52.

  b 1 Kgs. 14:15.
24 2 a Abr. 2:5 (1–5).  

TG Idolatry.
 3 a TG Seed of Abraham.
 5 a TG Plague.

 6 a Ex. 12:37;  
1 Ne. 17:26 (23–26).

  b Ex. 14:9;  
1 Ne. 17:27 (26–27).

 7 a TG Darkness, Physical.
 8 a Num. 21:21 (21–31).
  b Amos 2:9;  

1 Ne. 17:32 (32–35).
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the words that the children of Reu-
ben and the children of Gad and 
the children of Manasseh spake, it 
pleased them.
31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar 

the priest said unto the children of 
Reuben, and to the children of Gad, 
and to the children of Manasseh, 
This day we perceive that the LORD 
is a  among us, because ye have not 
committed this trespass against the 
LORD: now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand 
of the LORD.
32 ¶ And Phinehas the son of Elea-

zar the priest, and the princes, re-
turned from the children of Reuben, 
and from the children of Gad, out 
of the land of Gilead, unto the land 
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, 
and brought them word again.
33 And the thing pleased the chil-

dren of Israel; and the children of 
Israel blessed God, and did not in-
tend to go up against them in bat-
tle, to destroy the land wherein the 
children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.
34 And the children of Reuben and 

the children of Gad called the altar 
Ed: for it shall be a witness between 
us that the LORD is a  God.

CHAPTER 23
Joshua exhorts Israel to be courageous, 
keep the commandments, love the Lord, 
and neither marry among nor cleave 
unto the remnants of the Canaanites 
who remain in the land—When the 
children of Israel serve other gods, they 
will be cursed and dispossessed.
AND it came to pass a long time af-
ter that the LORD had given a  rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, that b  Joshua waxed 
old and stricken in age.
2 And Joshua called for all Israel, 

and for their elders, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 

their officers, and said unto them, 
I am old and stricken in age:
3 And ye have seen all that the 

LORD your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you; for 
the LORD your God is he that hath 
fought for you.
4 Behold, I have divided unto you 

by lot these nations that remain, to 
be an inheritance for your tribes, 
from Jordan, with all the nations 
that I have cut off, even unto the 
a  great sea westward.
5 And the LORD your God, he shall 

a  expel them from before you, and 
drive them from out of your sight; 
and ye shall possess their land, as 
the LORD your God hath promised 
unto you.
6 Be ye therefore very a courageous 

to keep and to do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left;
7 That ye come not among these 

nations, these that remain among 
you; neither make mention of the 
name of their a  gods, nor cause to 
swear by them, neither serve them, 
nor bow yourselves unto them:
8 But a  cleave unto the LORD  

your God, as ye have done unto this  
day.
9 For the LORD hath driven out 

from before you great nations and 
strong: but as for you, no man hath 
been able to a stand before you unto 
this day.
10 One man of you shall chase a 

thousand: for the LORD your God, 
he it is that a  fighteth for you, as he 
hath b  promised you.
11 Take good heed therefore unto 

yourselves, that ye love the LORD 
your God.
12 Else if ye do in any wise go 

back, and cleave unto the remnant 
of these nations, even these that re-
main among you, and shall make 

 31 a Lev. 26:12 (11–12);  
D&C 101:18 (16–18).

 34 a Jer. 10:10;  
D&C 76:1.

23 1 a Josh. 22:4.
  b Josh. 13:1.

 4 a Josh. 15:12.
 5 a D&C 98:37 (33–38).
 6 a TG Courage.
 7 a Ex. 23:13.
 8 a 2 Kgs. 18:6;  

Jacob 6:5;  

Hel. 4:25;  
D&C 11:19.

 9 a Josh. 21:44.
 10 a Deut. 20:4.
  b TG Promise.
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a  marriages with them, and go in 
unto them, and they to you:
13 Know for a certainty that the 

LORD your God will no more drive 
out any of these nations from be-
fore you; but they shall be snares 
and traps unto you, and a  scourges 
in your sides, and b  thorns in your 
eyes, until ye c  perish from off this 
good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you.
14 And, behold, this day I am go-

ing the a  way of all the earth: and 
ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the b  good things 
which the LORD your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof.
15 Therefore it shall come to pass, 

that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the LORD your 
God a  promised you; so shall the 
LORD bring upon you all evil things, 
until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the LORD 
your God hath given you.
16 When ye have a  transgressed 

the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and 
have gone and served other gods, 
and bowed yourselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the LORD be 
kindled against you, and ye shall 
perish quickly from off the b  good 
land which he hath given unto you.

CHAPTER 24
Joshua recites how the Lord has blessed 
and led Israel—Joshua and all the peo-
ple covenant to choose the Lord and 
serve Him only—Joshua and Eleazar 
die—The bones of Joseph, taken from 
Egypt, are buried in Shechem.

AND Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and called for 
the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God.
2 And Joshua said unto all the 

people, Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, 
even Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nachor: and they 
served other a  gods.
3 And I took your father Abraham 

from the other side of the flood, and 
led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his a  seed, 
and gave him Isaac.
4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and 

Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and 
his children went down into Egypt.
5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and 

I a  plagued Egypt, according to that 
which I did among them: and af-
terward I brought you out.
6 And I a  brought your fathers out 

of Egypt: and ye came unto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued af-
ter your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen unto the b  Red sea.
7 And when they cried unto the 

LORD, he put a darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them, and covered them; 
and your eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the 
wilderness a long season.
8 And I brought you into the land 

of the a Amorites, which dwelt on the 
other side Jordan; and they fought 
with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their 
land; and I b  destroyed them from 
before you.
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 

 12 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
 13 a Judg. 1:27 (27–36).
  b Num. 33:55;  

Ezek. 28:24;  
1 Ne. 2:24;  
3 Ne. 20:28 (27–28).

  c 1 Ne. 2:21 (20–21).
 14 a 1 Kgs. 2:2;  

2 Ne. 1:14.  
TG Death.

  b D&C 82:10.
 15 a Josh. 21:45.
 16 a Deut. 17:2;  

D&C 1:15; 3:6 (6–8);  
54:4 (3–6); 104:52.

  b 1 Kgs. 14:15.
24 2 a Abr. 2:5 (1–5).  

TG Idolatry.
 3 a TG Seed of Abraham.
 5 a TG Plague.

 6 a Ex. 12:37;  
1 Ne. 17:26 (23–26).

  b Ex. 14:9;  
1 Ne. 17:27 (26–27).

 7 a TG Darkness, Physical.
 8 a Num. 21:21 (21–31).
  b Amos 2:9;  

1 Ne. 17:32 (32–35).
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the words that the children of Reu-
ben and the children of Gad and 
the children of Manasseh spake, it 
pleased them.
31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar 

the priest said unto the children of 
Reuben, and to the children of Gad, 
and to the children of Manasseh, 
This day we perceive that the LORD 
is a  among us, because ye have not 
committed this trespass against the 
LORD: now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand 
of the LORD.
32 ¶ And Phinehas the son of Elea-

zar the priest, and the princes, re-
turned from the children of Reuben, 
and from the children of Gad, out 
of the land of Gilead, unto the land 
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, 
and brought them word again.
33 And the thing pleased the chil-

dren of Israel; and the children of 
Israel blessed God, and did not in-
tend to go up against them in bat-
tle, to destroy the land wherein the 
children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.
34 And the children of Reuben and 

the children of Gad called the altar 
Ed: for it shall be a witness between 
us that the LORD is a  God.

CHAPTER 23
Joshua exhorts Israel to be courageous, 
keep the commandments, love the Lord, 
and neither marry among nor cleave 
unto the remnants of the Canaanites 
who remain in the land—When the 
children of Israel serve other gods, they 
will be cursed and dispossessed.
AND it came to pass a long time af-
ter that the LORD had given a  rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, that b  Joshua waxed 
old and stricken in age.
2 And Joshua called for all Israel, 

and for their elders, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 

their officers, and said unto them, 
I am old and stricken in age:
3 And ye have seen all that the 

LORD your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you; for 
the LORD your God is he that hath 
fought for you.
4 Behold, I have divided unto you 

by lot these nations that remain, to 
be an inheritance for your tribes, 
from Jordan, with all the nations 
that I have cut off, even unto the 
a  great sea westward.
5 And the LORD your God, he shall 

a  expel them from before you, and 
drive them from out of your sight; 
and ye shall possess their land, as 
the LORD your God hath promised 
unto you.
6 Be ye therefore very a courageous 

to keep and to do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left;
7 That ye come not among these 

nations, these that remain among 
you; neither make mention of the 
name of their a  gods, nor cause to 
swear by them, neither serve them, 
nor bow yourselves unto them:
8 But a  cleave unto the LORD  

your God, as ye have done unto this  
day.
9 For the LORD hath driven out 

from before you great nations and 
strong: but as for you, no man hath 
been able to a stand before you unto 
this day.
10 One man of you shall chase a 

thousand: for the LORD your God, 
he it is that a  fighteth for you, as he 
hath b  promised you.
11 Take good heed therefore unto 

yourselves, that ye love the LORD 
your God.
12 Else if ye do in any wise go 

back, and cleave unto the remnant 
of these nations, even these that re-
main among you, and shall make 

 31 a Lev. 26:12 (11–12);  
D&C 101:18 (16–18).

 34 a Jer. 10:10;  
D&C 76:1.

23 1 a Josh. 22:4.
  b Josh. 13:1.

 4 a Josh. 15:12.
 5 a D&C 98:37 (33–38).
 6 a TG Courage.
 7 a Ex. 23:13.
 8 a 2 Kgs. 18:6;  

Jacob 6:5;  

Hel. 4:25;  
D&C 11:19.

 9 a Josh. 21:44.
 10 a Deut. 20:4.
  b TG Promise.
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a  marriages with them, and go in 
unto them, and they to you:
13 Know for a certainty that the 

LORD your God will no more drive 
out any of these nations from be-
fore you; but they shall be snares 
and traps unto you, and a  scourges 
in your sides, and b  thorns in your 
eyes, until ye c  perish from off this 
good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you.
14 And, behold, this day I am go-

ing the a  way of all the earth: and 
ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the b  good things 
which the LORD your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof.
15 Therefore it shall come to pass, 

that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the LORD your 
God a  promised you; so shall the 
LORD bring upon you all evil things, 
until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the LORD 
your God hath given you.
16 When ye have a  transgressed 

the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and 
have gone and served other gods, 
and bowed yourselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the LORD be 
kindled against you, and ye shall 
perish quickly from off the b  good 
land which he hath given unto you.

CHAPTER 24
Joshua recites how the Lord has blessed 
and led Israel—Joshua and all the peo-
ple covenant to choose the Lord and 
serve Him only—Joshua and Eleazar 
die—The bones of Joseph, taken from 
Egypt, are buried in Shechem.

AND Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and called for 
the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God.
2 And Joshua said unto all the 

people, Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, 
even Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nachor: and they 
served other a  gods.
3 And I took your father Abraham 

from the other side of the flood, and 
led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his a  seed, 
and gave him Isaac.
4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and 

Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and 
his children went down into Egypt.
5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and 

I a  plagued Egypt, according to that 
which I did among them: and af-
terward I brought you out.
6 And I a  brought your fathers out 

of Egypt: and ye came unto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued af-
ter your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen unto the b  Red sea.
7 And when they cried unto the 

LORD, he put a darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them, and covered them; 
and your eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the 
wilderness a long season.
8 And I brought you into the land 

of the a Amorites, which dwelt on the 
other side Jordan; and they fought 
with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their 
land; and I b  destroyed them from 
before you.
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 

 12 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
 13 a Judg. 1:27 (27–36).
  b Num. 33:55;  

Ezek. 28:24;  
1 Ne. 2:24;  
3 Ne. 20:28 (27–28).

  c 1 Ne. 2:21 (20–21).
 14 a 1 Kgs. 2:2;  

2 Ne. 1:14.  
TG Death.

  b D&C 82:10.
 15 a Josh. 21:45.
 16 a Deut. 17:2;  

D&C 1:15; 3:6 (6–8);  
54:4 (3–6); 104:52.

  b 1 Kgs. 14:15.
24 2 a Abr. 2:5 (1–5).  

TG Idolatry.
 3 a TG Seed of Abraham.
 5 a TG Plague.

 6 a Ex. 12:37;  
1 Ne. 17:26 (23–26).

  b Ex. 14:9;  
1 Ne. 17:27 (26–27).

 7 a TG Darkness, Physical.
 8 a Num. 21:21 (21–31).
  b Amos 2:9;  

1 Ne. 17:32 (32–35).
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the words that the children of Reu-
ben and the children of Gad and 
the children of Manasseh spake, it 
pleased them.
31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar 

the priest said unto the children of 
Reuben, and to the children of Gad, 
and to the children of Manasseh, 
This day we perceive that the LORD 
is a  among us, because ye have not 
committed this trespass against the 
LORD: now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand 
of the LORD.
32 ¶ And Phinehas the son of Elea-

zar the priest, and the princes, re-
turned from the children of Reuben, 
and from the children of Gad, out 
of the land of Gilead, unto the land 
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, 
and brought them word again.
33 And the thing pleased the chil-

dren of Israel; and the children of 
Israel blessed God, and did not in-
tend to go up against them in bat-
tle, to destroy the land wherein the 
children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.
34 And the children of Reuben and 

the children of Gad called the altar 
Ed: for it shall be a witness between 
us that the LORD is a  God.

CHAPTER 23
Joshua exhorts Israel to be courageous, 
keep the commandments, love the Lord, 
and neither marry among nor cleave 
unto the remnants of the Canaanites 
who remain in the land—When the 
children of Israel serve other gods, they 
will be cursed and dispossessed.
AND it came to pass a long time af-
ter that the LORD had given a  rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, that b  Joshua waxed 
old and stricken in age.
2 And Joshua called for all Israel, 

and for their elders, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 

their officers, and said unto them, 
I am old and stricken in age:
3 And ye have seen all that the 

LORD your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you; for 
the LORD your God is he that hath 
fought for you.
4 Behold, I have divided unto you 

by lot these nations that remain, to 
be an inheritance for your tribes, 
from Jordan, with all the nations 
that I have cut off, even unto the 
a  great sea westward.
5 And the LORD your God, he shall 

a  expel them from before you, and 
drive them from out of your sight; 
and ye shall possess their land, as 
the LORD your God hath promised 
unto you.
6 Be ye therefore very a courageous 

to keep and to do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left;
7 That ye come not among these 

nations, these that remain among 
you; neither make mention of the 
name of their a  gods, nor cause to 
swear by them, neither serve them, 
nor bow yourselves unto them:
8 But a  cleave unto the LORD  

your God, as ye have done unto this  
day.
9 For the LORD hath driven out 

from before you great nations and 
strong: but as for you, no man hath 
been able to a stand before you unto 
this day.
10 One man of you shall chase a 

thousand: for the LORD your God, 
he it is that a  fighteth for you, as he 
hath b  promised you.
11 Take good heed therefore unto 

yourselves, that ye love the LORD 
your God.
12 Else if ye do in any wise go 

back, and cleave unto the remnant 
of these nations, even these that re-
main among you, and shall make 
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a  marriages with them, and go in 
unto them, and they to you:
13 Know for a certainty that the 

LORD your God will no more drive 
out any of these nations from be-
fore you; but they shall be snares 
and traps unto you, and a  scourges 
in your sides, and b  thorns in your 
eyes, until ye c  perish from off this 
good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you.
14 And, behold, this day I am go-

ing the a  way of all the earth: and 
ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the b  good things 
which the LORD your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof.
15 Therefore it shall come to pass, 

that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the LORD your 
God a  promised you; so shall the 
LORD bring upon you all evil things, 
until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the LORD 
your God hath given you.
16 When ye have a  transgressed 

the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and 
have gone and served other gods, 
and bowed yourselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the LORD be 
kindled against you, and ye shall 
perish quickly from off the b  good 
land which he hath given unto you.

CHAPTER 24
Joshua recites how the Lord has blessed 
and led Israel—Joshua and all the peo-
ple covenant to choose the Lord and 
serve Him only—Joshua and Eleazar 
die—The bones of Joseph, taken from 
Egypt, are buried in Shechem.

AND Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and called for 
the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God.
2 And Joshua said unto all the 

people, Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, 
even Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nachor: and they 
served other a  gods.
3 And I took your father Abraham 

from the other side of the flood, and 
led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his a  seed, 
and gave him Isaac.
4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and 

Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and 
his children went down into Egypt.
5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and 

I a  plagued Egypt, according to that 
which I did among them: and af-
terward I brought you out.
6 And I a  brought your fathers out 

of Egypt: and ye came unto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued af-
ter your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen unto the b  Red sea.
7 And when they cried unto the 

LORD, he put a darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them, and covered them; 
and your eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the 
wilderness a long season.
8 And I brought you into the land 

of the a Amorites, which dwelt on the 
other side Jordan; and they fought 
with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their 
land; and I b  destroyed them from 
before you.
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 
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the words that the children of Reu-
ben and the children of Gad and 
the children of Manasseh spake, it 
pleased them.
31 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar 

the priest said unto the children of 
Reuben, and to the children of Gad, 
and to the children of Manasseh, 
This day we perceive that the LORD 
is a  among us, because ye have not 
committed this trespass against the 
LORD: now ye have delivered the 
children of Israel out of the hand 
of the LORD.
32 ¶ And Phinehas the son of Elea-

zar the priest, and the princes, re-
turned from the children of Reuben, 
and from the children of Gad, out 
of the land of Gilead, unto the land 
of Canaan, to the children of Israel, 
and brought them word again.
33 And the thing pleased the chil-

dren of Israel; and the children of 
Israel blessed God, and did not in-
tend to go up against them in bat-
tle, to destroy the land wherein the 
children of Reuben and Gad dwelt.
34 And the children of Reuben and 

the children of Gad called the altar 
Ed: for it shall be a witness between 
us that the LORD is a  God.

CHAPTER 23
Joshua exhorts Israel to be courageous, 
keep the commandments, love the Lord, 
and neither marry among nor cleave 
unto the remnants of the Canaanites 
who remain in the land—When the 
children of Israel serve other gods, they 
will be cursed and dispossessed.
AND it came to pass a long time af-
ter that the LORD had given a  rest 
unto Israel from all their enemies 
round about, that b  Joshua waxed 
old and stricken in age.
2 And Joshua called for all Israel, 

and for their elders, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 

their officers, and said unto them, 
I am old and stricken in age:
3 And ye have seen all that the 

LORD your God hath done unto all 
these nations because of you; for 
the LORD your God is he that hath 
fought for you.
4 Behold, I have divided unto you 

by lot these nations that remain, to 
be an inheritance for your tribes, 
from Jordan, with all the nations 
that I have cut off, even unto the 
a  great sea westward.
5 And the LORD your God, he shall 

a  expel them from before you, and 
drive them from out of your sight; 
and ye shall possess their land, as 
the LORD your God hath promised 
unto you.
6 Be ye therefore very a courageous 

to keep and to do all that is written 
in the book of the law of Moses, that 
ye turn not aside therefrom to the 
right hand or to the left;
7 That ye come not among these 

nations, these that remain among 
you; neither make mention of the 
name of their a  gods, nor cause to 
swear by them, neither serve them, 
nor bow yourselves unto them:
8 But a  cleave unto the LORD  

your God, as ye have done unto this  
day.
9 For the LORD hath driven out 

from before you great nations and 
strong: but as for you, no man hath 
been able to a stand before you unto 
this day.
10 One man of you shall chase a 

thousand: for the LORD your God, 
he it is that a  fighteth for you, as he 
hath b  promised you.
11 Take good heed therefore unto 

yourselves, that ye love the LORD 
your God.
12 Else if ye do in any wise go 

back, and cleave unto the remnant 
of these nations, even these that re-
main among you, and shall make 
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a  marriages with them, and go in 
unto them, and they to you:
13 Know for a certainty that the 

LORD your God will no more drive 
out any of these nations from be-
fore you; but they shall be snares 
and traps unto you, and a  scourges 
in your sides, and b  thorns in your 
eyes, until ye c  perish from off this 
good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you.
14 And, behold, this day I am go-

ing the a  way of all the earth: and 
ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the b  good things 
which the LORD your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof.
15 Therefore it shall come to pass, 

that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the LORD your 
God a  promised you; so shall the 
LORD bring upon you all evil things, 
until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the LORD 
your God hath given you.
16 When ye have a  transgressed 

the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and 
have gone and served other gods, 
and bowed yourselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the LORD be 
kindled against you, and ye shall 
perish quickly from off the b  good 
land which he hath given unto you.

CHAPTER 24
Joshua recites how the Lord has blessed 
and led Israel—Joshua and all the peo-
ple covenant to choose the Lord and 
serve Him only—Joshua and Eleazar 
die—The bones of Joseph, taken from 
Egypt, are buried in Shechem.

AND Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and called for 
the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God.
2 And Joshua said unto all the 

people, Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, 
even Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nachor: and they 
served other a  gods.
3 And I took your father Abraham 

from the other side of the flood, and 
led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his a  seed, 
and gave him Isaac.
4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and 

Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and 
his children went down into Egypt.
5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and 

I a  plagued Egypt, according to that 
which I did among them: and af-
terward I brought you out.
6 And I a  brought your fathers out 

of Egypt: and ye came unto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued af-
ter your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen unto the b  Red sea.
7 And when they cried unto the 

LORD, he put a darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them, and covered them; 
and your eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the 
wilderness a long season.
8 And I brought you into the land 

of the a Amorites, which dwelt on the 
other side Jordan; and they fought 
with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their 
land; and I b  destroyed them from 
before you.
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 
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a  marriages with them, and go in 
unto them, and they to you:
13 Know for a certainty that the 

LORD your God will no more drive 
out any of these nations from be-
fore you; but they shall be snares 
and traps unto you, and a  scourges 
in your sides, and b  thorns in your 
eyes, until ye c  perish from off this 
good land which the LORD your 
God hath given you.
14 And, behold, this day I am go-

ing the a  way of all the earth: and 
ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your souls, that not one thing 
hath failed of all the b  good things 
which the LORD your God spake 
concerning you; all are come to 
pass unto you, and not one thing 
hath failed thereof.
15 Therefore it shall come to pass, 

that as all good things are come 
upon you, which the LORD your 
God a  promised you; so shall the 
LORD bring upon you all evil things, 
until he have destroyed you from 
off this good land which the LORD 
your God hath given you.
16 When ye have a  transgressed 

the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which he commanded you, and 
have gone and served other gods, 
and bowed yourselves to them; 
then shall the anger of the LORD be 
kindled against you, and ye shall 
perish quickly from off the b  good 
land which he hath given unto you.

CHAPTER 24
Joshua recites how the Lord has blessed 
and led Israel—Joshua and all the peo-
ple covenant to choose the Lord and 
serve Him only—Joshua and Eleazar 
die—The bones of Joseph, taken from 
Egypt, are buried in Shechem.

AND Joshua gathered all the tribes 
of Israel to Shechem, and called for 
the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for 
their officers; and they presented 
themselves before God.
2 And Joshua said unto all the 

people, Thus saith the LORD God 
of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the 
other side of the flood in old time, 
even Terah, the father of Abraham, 
and the father of Nachor: and they 
served other a  gods.
3 And I took your father Abraham 

from the other side of the flood, and 
led him throughout all the land of 
Canaan, and multiplied his a  seed, 
and gave him Isaac.
4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and 

Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount 
Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and 
his children went down into Egypt.
5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and 

I a  plagued Egypt, according to that 
which I did among them: and af-
terward I brought you out.
6 And I a  brought your fathers out 

of Egypt: and ye came unto the 
sea; and the Egyptians pursued af-
ter your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen unto the b  Red sea.
7 And when they cried unto the 

LORD, he put a darkness between you 
and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them, and covered them; 
and your eyes have seen what I have 
done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the 
wilderness a long season.
8 And I brought you into the land 

of the a Amorites, which dwelt on the 
other side Jordan; and they fought 
with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might possess their 
land; and I b  destroyed them from 
before you.
9 Then Balak the son of Zippor, 
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king of Moab, arose and warred 
against Israel, and sent and called 
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:
10 But I would not hearken unto 

Balaam; therefore he blessed you 
still: so I delivered you out of his 
hand.
11 And ye went over Jordan, and 

came unto a  Jericho: and the men 
of Jericho fought against you, the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Girgashites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites; and I delivered 
them into your hand.
12 And I sent the a  hornet before 

you, which drave them out from be-
fore you, even the two kings of the 
Amorites; but not with thy b  sword, 
nor with thy bow.
13 And I have a  given you a land 

for which ye did not labour, and 
cities which ye built not, and ye 
dwell in them; of the vineyards 
and oliveyards which ye planted 
not do ye eat.
14 ¶ Now therefore a fear the LORD, 

and serve him in b  sincerity and in 
truth: and put away the c gods which 
your fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, and in Egypt; and 
serve ye the LORD.
15 And if it seem evil unto you to 

serve the LORD, a  choose you b  this 
day whom ye will c  serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for 
me and my d  house, we will e  serve 
the LORD.
16 And the people answered and 

said, God forbid that we should for-
sake the LORD, to serve other gods;
17 For the LORD our God, he it is 

that brought us up and our fathers 
out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage, and which did 
those great signs in our sight, and 
preserved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the people 
through whom we passed:
18 And the LORD drave out from 

before us all the people, even the 
Amorites which dwelt in the land: 
therefore will we also serve the LORD; 
for he is our God.
19 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for 
he is an a  holy God; he is a b  jealous 
God; he will not c forgive your trans-
gressions nor your sins.
20 If ye forsake the LORD, and serve 

strange a gods, then he will turn and 
do you b  hurt, and consume you, 
after that he hath done you good.
21 And the people said unto Joshua,  

Nay; but we will a  serve the LORD.
22 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, Ye are witnesses against your-
selves that ye have chosen you the 
LORD, to a  serve him. And they said, 
We are witnesses.
23 Now therefore put away, said he, 

the strange a  gods which are among 
you, and incline your heart unto 
the LORD God of Israel.
24 And the people said unto Josh- 

ua, The LORD our God will we serve, 
and his voice will we obey.
25 So Joshua made a covenant 

with the people that day, and set 
them a statute and an ordinance 
in Shechem.
26 ¶ And Joshua wrote these words 

in the book of the law of God, and 
took a great a  stone, and set it up 
there under an oak, that was by the 
sanctuary of the LORD.
27 And Joshua said unto all the 
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king of Moab, arose and warred 
against Israel, and sent and called 
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:
10 But I would not hearken unto 

Balaam; therefore he blessed you 
still: so I delivered you out of his 
hand.
11 And ye went over Jordan, and 

came unto a  Jericho: and the men 
of Jericho fought against you, the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Girgashites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites; and I delivered 
them into your hand.
12 And I sent the a  hornet before 

you, which drave them out from be-
fore you, even the two kings of the 
Amorites; but not with thy b  sword, 
nor with thy bow.
13 And I have a  given you a land 

for which ye did not labour, and 
cities which ye built not, and ye 
dwell in them; of the vineyards 
and oliveyards which ye planted 
not do ye eat.
14 ¶ Now therefore a fear the LORD, 

and serve him in b  sincerity and in 
truth: and put away the c gods which 
your fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, and in Egypt; and 
serve ye the LORD.
15 And if it seem evil unto you to 

serve the LORD, a  choose you b  this 
day whom ye will c  serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for 
me and my d  house, we will e  serve 
the LORD.
16 And the people answered and 

said, God forbid that we should for-
sake the LORD, to serve other gods;
17 For the LORD our God, he it is 

that brought us up and our fathers 
out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage, and which did 
those great signs in our sight, and 
preserved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the people 
through whom we passed:
18 And the LORD drave out from 

before us all the people, even the 
Amorites which dwelt in the land: 
therefore will we also serve the LORD; 
for he is our God.
19 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for 
he is an a  holy God; he is a b  jealous 
God; he will not c forgive your trans-
gressions nor your sins.
20 If ye forsake the LORD, and serve 

strange a gods, then he will turn and 
do you b  hurt, and consume you, 
after that he hath done you good.
21 And the people said unto Joshua,  

Nay; but we will a  serve the LORD.
22 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, Ye are witnesses against your-
selves that ye have chosen you the 
LORD, to a  serve him. And they said, 
We are witnesses.
23 Now therefore put away, said he, 

the strange a  gods which are among 
you, and incline your heart unto 
the LORD God of Israel.
24 And the people said unto Josh- 

ua, The LORD our God will we serve, 
and his voice will we obey.
25 So Joshua made a covenant 

with the people that day, and set 
them a statute and an ordinance 
in Shechem.
26 ¶ And Joshua wrote these words 

in the book of the law of God, and 
took a great a  stone, and set it up 
there under an oak, that was by the 
sanctuary of the LORD.
27 And Joshua said unto all the 
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Howard W. Hunter 

“Here was a great statement of full commitment of a man to God. … He was 
telling the Israelites that regardless of how they decided, he would do what he 
knew was right. He was saying that his decision to serve the Lord was 
independent of whatever they decided; that their actions would not a"ect his; 
that his commitment to do the Lord’s will would not be altered by anything 
they or anyone else would do. Joshua was !rmly in control of his actions and 
had his eyes !xed on the commandments of the Lord. He was committed to 
obedience. 

“Surely the Lord loves, more than anything else, an unwavering determination 
to obey his counsel. Surely the experiences of the great prophets of the Old 
Testament have been recorded to help us understand the importance of 
choosing the path of strict obedience” (Howard W. Hunter, “Commitment to God,” GC Oct. 
1982, Ensign, Nov. 1982, 58; see also Spencer W. Kimball, “The False Gods We Worship,” Ensign, June 
1976, 2–6).



Elder Erastus Snow 

“If good and evil is placed before us, does not the person who 
chooses the good and refuses the evil exhibit his agency and 
manhood as much as the man who chooses the evil and refuses the 
good? or is the independence of manhood all on the side of the evil-
doer? I leave you to answer this question in your own mind. To me, I 
think the angels and saints and all good people have exercised their 
agency by choosing the good and refusing the evil; and in doing so 
they not only exhibit their independence and manhood as much, 
but show a much higher and greater nobility of character and 
disposition; and I leave the future to determine who are wise in the 
choice of their freedom and independence.



Elder Erastus Snow - (continued) 

“Joshua said to ancient Israel: ‘Choose ye this day whom ye will serve; 
if the Lord be God, serve him; if Baal, serve him. But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.’ I think what we need to learn are the 
true principles that shall lead us to peace, to wealth and happiness in 
this world, and glory and exaltation in the world to come. And that if 
we can learn these principles, and receive them in good and honest 
hearts, and teach them as our faith, and practice them in our lives, 
we shall show our manhood, our independence and our agency as 
creditably before the angels and the Gods, as any wicked man can, in 
refusing the good and cleaving to the evil, exhibit his before the 
devil and his angels.” (In Journal of Discourses, 19:180–81.)
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king of Moab, arose and warred 
against Israel, and sent and called 
Balaam the son of Beor to curse you:
10 But I would not hearken unto 

Balaam; therefore he blessed you 
still: so I delivered you out of his 
hand.
11 And ye went over Jordan, and 

came unto a  Jericho: and the men 
of Jericho fought against you, the 
Amorites, and the Perizzites, and 
the Canaanites, and the Hittites, 
and the Girgashites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites; and I delivered 
them into your hand.
12 And I sent the a  hornet before 

you, which drave them out from be-
fore you, even the two kings of the 
Amorites; but not with thy b  sword, 
nor with thy bow.
13 And I have a  given you a land 

for which ye did not labour, and 
cities which ye built not, and ye 
dwell in them; of the vineyards 
and oliveyards which ye planted 
not do ye eat.
14 ¶ Now therefore a fear the LORD, 

and serve him in b  sincerity and in 
truth: and put away the c gods which 
your fathers served on the other 
side of the flood, and in Egypt; and 
serve ye the LORD.
15 And if it seem evil unto you to 

serve the LORD, a  choose you b  this 
day whom ye will c  serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers served 
that were on the other side of the 
flood, or the gods of the Amorites, 
in whose land ye dwell: but as for 
me and my d  house, we will e  serve 
the LORD.
16 And the people answered and 

said, God forbid that we should for-
sake the LORD, to serve other gods;
17 For the LORD our God, he it is 

that brought us up and our fathers 
out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage, and which did 
those great signs in our sight, and 
preserved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the people 
through whom we passed:
18 And the LORD drave out from 

before us all the people, even the 
Amorites which dwelt in the land: 
therefore will we also serve the LORD; 
for he is our God.
19 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for 
he is an a  holy God; he is a b  jealous 
God; he will not c forgive your trans-
gressions nor your sins.
20 If ye forsake the LORD, and serve 

strange a gods, then he will turn and 
do you b  hurt, and consume you, 
after that he hath done you good.
21 And the people said unto Joshua,  

Nay; but we will a  serve the LORD.
22 And Joshua said unto the peo-

ple, Ye are witnesses against your-
selves that ye have chosen you the 
LORD, to a  serve him. And they said, 
We are witnesses.
23 Now therefore put away, said he, 

the strange a  gods which are among 
you, and incline your heart unto 
the LORD God of Israel.
24 And the people said unto Josh- 

ua, The LORD our God will we serve, 
and his voice will we obey.
25 So Joshua made a covenant 

with the people that day, and set 
them a statute and an ordinance 
in Shechem.
26 ¶ And Joshua wrote these words 

in the book of the law of God, and 
took a great a  stone, and set it up 
there under an oak, that was by the 
sanctuary of the LORD.
27 And Joshua said unto all the 

 11 a Josh. 6:1 (1–27).
 12 a Ex. 23:27–28.
  b Ps. 44:3.
 13 a Lev. 18:24.
 14 a TG Reverence.
  b TG Sincere.
  c Abr. 1:5 (5–7).
 15 a TG Agency; 

Commitment.
  b TG Procrastination.
  c TG Service.

  d TG Family, Children, 
Responsibilities toward.

  e TG Example;  
Loyalty;  
Objectives; Service;  
Sustaining Church 
Leaders.

 19 a Lev. 19:2;  
Isa. 5:16;  
D&C 20:11.

  b IE desiring exclusive 

devotion.  
Ex. 20:5;  
Deut. 4:24;  
Mosiah 13:13.

  c Ex. 34:7.
 20 a TG Idolatry.
  b Mosiah 7:29; Hel. 12:3.
 21 a TG Service.
 22 a D&C 4:2 (2–5).
 23 a TG Idolatry.
 26 a 1 Sam. 7:12.
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people, Behold, this stone shall be 
a witness unto us; for it hath heard 
all the words of the LORD which he 
spake unto us: it shall be therefore 
a witness unto you, lest ye deny 
your God.
28 So Joshua let the people depart, 

every man unto his inheritance.
29 ¶ And it came to pass after these 

things, that Joshua the son of Nun, 
the servant of the LORD, died, being 
an hundred and ten years old.
30 And they a buried him in the bor-

der of his inheritance in Timnath- 
serah, which is in mount Ephraim, 
on the north side of the hill of  
Gaash.
31 And Israel a  served the LORD 

all the days of Joshua, and all the 

days of the elders that overlived 
Joshua, and which had known all 
the works of the LORD, that he had 
done for Israel.
32 ¶ And the a  bones of Joseph, 

which the children of Israel brought 
up out of Egypt, buried they in 
Shechem, in a parcel of ground 
which Jacob bought of the sons of 
Hamor the father of Shechem for 
an hundred pieces of silver: and it 
became the inheritance of the chil-
dren of Joseph.
33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron 

died; and they buried him in a hill 
that pertained to Phinehas his son, 
which was given him in a  mount 
Ephraim.

 30 a Josh. 19:50 (49–50).
 31 a Judg. 2:7.
 32 a Gen. 50:25;  

Ex. 13:19.
 33 a Judg. 17:1.

 [ JUDGES ]
1 4 a Morm. 6:10 (9–16).

7a OR Seventy kings.

   

T H E  B O O K  O F  

JUDGES
CHAPTER 1

Judah, Simeon, and Joseph continue to 
conquer the Canaanites—Remnants of 
the Canaanites remain in the lands of 
Judah, Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun, 
Asher, Naphtali, and Dan.

NOW after the death of Josh- 
ua it came to pass, that the 
children of Israel asked the 

LORD, saying, Who shall go up for 
us against the Canaanites first, to 
fight against them?
2 And the LORD said, Judah shall 

go up: behold, I have delivered the 
land into his hand.
3 And Judah said unto Simeon his 

brother, Come up with me into my 
lot, that we may fight against the 
Canaanites; and I likewise will go 

with thee into thy lot. So Simeon 
went with him.
4 And Judah went up; and the 

LORD delivered the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites into their hand: and 
they slew of them in Bezek a  ten 
thousand men.
5 And they found Adoni-bezek in 

Bezek: and they fought against him, 
and they slew the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites.
6 But Adoni-bezek fled; and they 

pursued after him, and caught 
him, and cut off his thumbs and 
his great toes.
7 And Adoni-bezek said, a  Three-

score and ten kings, having their 
thumbs and their great toes cut off, 
gathered their meat under my table: 
as I have done, so God hath requited 


