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Old Testament Seminary Manual 

The book of Numbers is named for the Lord’s instruction to Moses to 
number, or count, all the Israelite males “from twenty years old and 
upward, all that are able to go forth to war” (Numbers 1:3). Moses 
counted the Israelite males twice, once at Mount Sinai and later in the 
plains of Moab near Jericho (see Numbers 26). This book also records 
the Israelites’ faithful experiences and rebellions as they wandered in 
the wilderness for 40 years. As [you] study the book of Numbers, [you] 
will learn the importance of trusting and obeying the Lord and 
sustaining His chosen leaders.



Old Testament Institute Manual 

The title of the book of Numbers in the King James Version comes from the 
Latin Vulgate Numeri (“Numbers”), which is descriptive of the census given 
in the !rst three chapters of the book rather than of its content in general. 
Therefore, Numbers is strictly the Christian name for this section of the 
Torah, or !rst !ve books of Moses. 

The Hebrews most often chose from among the !rst words of the text for a 
title for each of the books in the Bible. Thus, the Jews have called this book 
either Vayedabber (“And He Spoke”), which is the !rst Hebrew word of the 
book, or, more commonly, Bemidbar (“In the Wilderness”), which is the !fth 
word in the !rst verse.



Old Testament Seminary Manual 

Moses was the main author and witnessed most of the events recorded 
in the book of Numbers. He may have relied on other witnesses, written 
sources, or revelation for information concerning events he did not see, 
such as the interactions between Balaam and Balak (see Numbers 22–
24). In addition, subsequent editors and scribes may have altered the 
text of this book…
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Numbers 1:1-46 -A Census of Israel's Warriors 

Numbers 1:46-54 - Levites Exempted



Old Testament Institute Manual 

“The !rst census of Israel after the Exodus numbered 603,550 men over 
twenty years of age who could go to war (see v. 3). This included none of 
the Levites (see v. 47) who numbered 22,000 (see Numbers 3:39). It also 
excluded all females, old men, boys under twenty years of age, and men 
unable to bear arms. This record has caused some scholars to estimate the 
total number of the children of Israel to be over two million souls (see Keil 
and Delitzsch, Commentary, 1:3:4–5). Other scholars believe that there have 
been textual errors in the transmission of numbers down through the 
centuries and that the total number of Israelites would be closer to half a 
million (see Enrichment Section E, “The Problem of Large Numbers in the Old 
Testament” [Old Testament Student Manual: Genesis–2 Samuel, 3rd ed. (Church 
Educational System manual, 2003), 193]).



Numbers 1:1-46 -A Census of Israel's Warriors 

Numbers 1:46-54 - Levites Exempted 

Numbers 2 - Arrangement of the Camp

Numbers 2:1–2 
1 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
2 Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own 
standard, with the ensign of their father’s house: far o" about the 
tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch.







“Jehovah and the World of the Old Testament,” 2009, p. 124-125 

“The arrangement of the camp of Israel as outlined in Numbers 2 is highly 
symbolic as well as functional. The Tabernacle was to be set up in the center of 
the camp, emphasizing the signi!cance of God's presence among the Israelites 
and the restriction on Outsiders access. The Israelites pitched their tents by tribe, 
three on each side of the Tabernacle and at some distance away. The placement 
of Judah in front of the Tabernacle on the east and the Joseph tribes Ephraim 
and Manasseh behind the Tabernacle foreshadows the signi!cance these tribes 
would have after the Israelites settled in Canaan. 

“The Levites camped between the Tabernacle and the tent of the other Israelite 
tribes, with the tents of Moses and Aaron and their families in front of the 
Tabernacle on the east. This arrangement symbolized the leading role of Moses 
and the Aaronic priests, as well as the institutional mediation of the priests and 
Levites, whose service made it possible for "regular” Israelites to approach God 
and the symbols of his presence.”



Numbers 1:1-46 -A Census of Israel's Warriors 

Numbers 1:46-54 - Levites Exempted 

Numbers 2 - Arrangement of the Camp 

Numbers 3:1-4 - The Sons of Aaron 

Numbers 3:5-39 - Duties of the Levites 

Numbers 3:40-51 - Redemption of the Firstborn 

Numbers 4 - Duties of the Kohathites, Gershonites, and Merarites



Numbers 5:1-4 -Unclean People 

Numbers 5:5-10 - Confession and Restitution 

Numbers 5:11-31 - A Test for Adultery 

Numbers 6:1-21 - The Nazirite Vow 

Numbers 6:22-27 - Aaron’s Blessing 

Numbers 7 - O"erings at the Tabernacle's Consecration



Numbers 8:1-4 - The Seven Lamps 

Numbers 8:5-22 - Cleansing of the Levites 

Numbers 8:23-26 - Retirement of the Levites 

Numbers 9:1-14 - The Passover Celebrated 

Numbers 9:15-23 - The Cloud Covering the Tabernacle 

Numbers 10:1-10 - The Silver Trumpets 

Numbers 10:11-36 - Israel Leaves Sinai
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the children of Asher was Pagiel 
the son of Ocran.
27 And over the host of the tribe of 

the children of Naphtali was Ahira 
the son of Enan.
28 Thus were the journeyings of 

the children of Israel according 
to their armies, when they set  
forward.
29 ¶ And Moses said unto Hobab, 

the son of a  Raguel the Midianite, 
Moses’ father in law, We are jour-
neying unto the place of which the 
LORD said, I will give it you: come 
thou with us, and we will do thee 
good: for the LORD hath spoken 
good concerning Israel.
30 And he said unto him, I will not 

go; but I will depart to mine own 
land, and to my kindred.
31 And he said, Leave us not, I pray 

thee; forasmuch as thou knowest 
how we are to encamp in the wil-
derness, and thou mayest be to us 
a  instead of eyes.
32 And it shall be, if thou go with 

us, yea, it shall be, that what good-
ness the LORD shall do unto us, the 
same will we do unto thee.
33 ¶ And they departed from the 

mount of the LORD three days’ jour-
ney: and the a  ark of the covenant 
of the LORD went before them in 
the three days’ journey, to search 
out a resting place for them.
34 And the a cloud of the LORD was 

upon them by day, when they went 
out of the camp.
35 And it came to pass, when the 

ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise 
up, LORD, and let thine enemies be 
a  scattered; and let them that b  hate 
thee flee before thee.
36 And when it rested, he said, 

Return, O LORD, unto the many 
thousands of Israel.

CHAPTER 11
Fire from the Lord consumes the rebels 
in Israel—Israel murmurs and lusts for 
meat instead of manna—Moses com-
plains that he cannot bear the burden 
alone—He is commanded to choose 
seventy elders to assist him—The 
Lord promises meat until it becomes 
loathsome to the Israelites—The sev-
enty elders are chosen, they prophesy, 
the Lord comes down, and Eldad and 
Medad prophesy in the camp—Israel is 
provided with quail—The people lust, 
a great plague follows, and many die.
AND when the people a  complained, 
it displeased the LORD: and the 
LORD heard it; and his anger was 
kindled; and the b  fire of the LORD 
burnt among them, and consumed 
them that were in the uttermost parts 
of the camp.
2 And the people cried unto Mo-

ses; and when Moses prayed unto 
the LORD, the fire was quenched.
3 And he called the name of the 

place Taberah: because the fire of 
the LORD burnt among them.
4 ¶ And the mixed multitude that 

was among them fell a a lusting: and 
the children of Israel also wept 
again, and said, Who shall give us 
flesh to eat?
5 We remember the fish, which we 

did eat in Egypt freely; the cucum-
bers, and the melons, and the leeks, 
and the onions, and the garlick:
6 But now our soul is dried away: 

there is nothing at all, beside this 
manna, before our eyes.
7 And the a  manna was as b  corian-

der seed, and the colour thereof as 
the colour of bdellium.
8 And the people went about, and 

gathered it, and ground it in mills, 
or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in 
pans, and made cakes of it: and the 
taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil.

 29 a Ex. 2:18;  
D&C 84:6 (6–7).

 31 a HEB for eyes; i.e., as a 
guide.

 33 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
 34 a Num. 9:15; 14:14.
 35 a Ps. 68:1.

  b TG Hate.
11 1 a Deut. 9:22;  

1 Ne. 16:22; 17:2;  
D&C 75:7 (7–8).

  b Deut. 32:22;  
Ps. 78:21; 1 Ne. 15:30;  
2 Ne. 26:6; 

   D&C 35:14; 128:24;  
Moses 7:34.

 4 a TG Lust.
 7 a Ex. 16:35;  

1 Ne. 17:28 (15–43);  
Mosiah 7:19.

  b Ex. 16:31.
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9 And when the dew fell upon 
the camp in the night, the manna 
fell a  upon it.
10 ¶ Then Moses heard the peo-

ple weep throughout their fami-
lies, every man in the door of his 
tent: and the anger of the LORD 
was kindled greatly; Moses also was  
displeased.
11 And Moses said unto the LORD, 

Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy 
servant? and wherefore have I not 
found favour in thy sight, that thou 
layest the burden of all this people 
upon me?
12 Have I conceived all this peo-

ple? have I begotten them, that 
thou shouldest say unto me, Carry 
them in thy bosom, as a nursing 
father beareth the sucking child, 
unto the land which thou swarest 
unto their fathers?
13 Whence should I have flesh to 

give unto all this people? for they 
weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, 
that we may eat.
14 I am not able to bear all this 

people alone, because it is too a heavy 
for me.
15 And if thou deal thus with me, 

kill me, I pray thee, a  out of hand, 
if I have found favour in thy sight; 
and let me not see my wretchedness.
16 ¶ And the LORD said unto Mo-

ses, Gather unto me a  seventy men 
of the elders of Israel, whom thou 
knowest to be the elders of the peo-
ple, and b  officers over them; and 
bring them unto the c  tabernacle 
of the congregation, that they may 
stand there with thee.
17 And I will come down and talk 

with thee there: and I will take of 
the spirit which is upon thee, and 
will put it upon them; and they 
shall a  bear the burden of the peo-
ple with thee, that thou bear it not 
thyself alone.

18 And say thou unto the people, 
Sanctify yourselves against to mor-
row, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye 
have wept in the ears of the LORD, 
saying, Who shall give us flesh to 
eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: 
therefore the LORD will give you 
flesh, and ye shall eat.
19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor 

two days, nor five days, neither ten 
days, nor twenty days;
20 But even a whole month, until 

it come out at your nostrils, and it 
be loathsome unto you: because that 
ye have despised the LORD which is 
among you, and have wept before 
him, saying, Why came we forth 
out of Egypt?
21 And Moses said, The people, 

among whom I am, are six hundred 
thousand footmen; and thou hast 
said, I will give them flesh, that 
they may eat a whole month.
22 Shall the flocks and the herds 

be slain for them, to suffice them? 
or shall all the fish of the sea be 
gathered together for them, to suf-
fice them?
23 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Is the LORD’s hand waxed short? 
thou shalt see now whether my word 
shall come to pass unto thee or not.
24 ¶ And Moses went out, and told 

the people the words of the LORD, 
and gathered the a  seventy men of 
the elders of the people, and set 
them round about the tabernacle.
25 And the LORD came down in 

a a  cloud, and spake unto him, and 
took of the spirit that was upon 
him, and gave it unto the seventy 
b  elders: and it came to pass, that, 
when the spirit rested upon them, 
they c prophesied, and did not cease.
26 But there remained two of the  

men in the camp, the name of  
the one was Eldad, and the name 
of the other Medad: and the spirit 

 9 a OR with it.
 14 a Ex. 18:18.
 15 a OR immediately.
 16 a TG Church 

Organization; Seventy.
  b Deut. 16:18;  

D&C 88:127; 107:21.  

TG Delegation of 
Responsibility.

  c HEB tent of meeting.
 17 a TG Leadership.
 24 a TG Seventy.
 25 a Num. 12:5;  

Ether 2:4 (4–5, 14);  

D&C 34:7 (7–9);  
JS—H 1:68 (68–71).

  b TG Elder, Melchizedek 
Priesthood.

  c TG Holy Ghost, Gifts of.
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 29 a Ex. 2:18;  
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 35 a Ps. 68:1.

  b TG Hate.
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1 Ne. 16:22; 17:2;  
D&C 75:7 (7–8).
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Ps. 78:21; 1 Ne. 15:30;  
2 Ne. 26:6; 

   D&C 35:14; 128:24;  
Moses 7:34.
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 7 a Ex. 16:35;  

1 Ne. 17:28 (15–43);  
Mosiah 7:19.

  b Ex. 16:31.
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him, saying, Why came we forth 
out of Egypt?
21 And Moses said, The people, 

among whom I am, are six hundred 
thousand footmen; and thou hast 
said, I will give them flesh, that 
they may eat a whole month.
22 Shall the flocks and the herds 

be slain for them, to suffice them? 
or shall all the fish of the sea be 
gathered together for them, to suf-
fice them?
23 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Is the LORD’s hand waxed short? 
thou shalt see now whether my word 
shall come to pass unto thee or not.
24 ¶ And Moses went out, and told 

the people the words of the LORD, 
and gathered the a  seventy men of 
the elders of the people, and set 
them round about the tabernacle.
25 And the LORD came down in 

a a  cloud, and spake unto him, and 
took of the spirit that was upon 
him, and gave it unto the seventy 
b  elders: and it came to pass, that, 
when the spirit rested upon them, 
they c prophesied, and did not cease.
26 But there remained two of the  

men in the camp, the name of  
the one was Eldad, and the name 
of the other Medad: and the spirit 
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the children of Asher was Pagiel 
the son of Ocran.
27 And over the host of the tribe of 

the children of Naphtali was Ahira 
the son of Enan.
28 Thus were the journeyings of 

the children of Israel according 
to their armies, when they set  
forward.
29 ¶ And Moses said unto Hobab, 

the son of a  Raguel the Midianite, 
Moses’ father in law, We are jour-
neying unto the place of which the 
LORD said, I will give it you: come 
thou with us, and we will do thee 
good: for the LORD hath spoken 
good concerning Israel.
30 And he said unto him, I will not 

go; but I will depart to mine own 
land, and to my kindred.
31 And he said, Leave us not, I pray 

thee; forasmuch as thou knowest 
how we are to encamp in the wil-
derness, and thou mayest be to us 
a  instead of eyes.
32 And it shall be, if thou go with 

us, yea, it shall be, that what good-
ness the LORD shall do unto us, the 
same will we do unto thee.
33 ¶ And they departed from the 

mount of the LORD three days’ jour-
ney: and the a  ark of the covenant 
of the LORD went before them in 
the three days’ journey, to search 
out a resting place for them.
34 And the a cloud of the LORD was 

upon them by day, when they went 
out of the camp.
35 And it came to pass, when the 

ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise 
up, LORD, and let thine enemies be 
a  scattered; and let them that b  hate 
thee flee before thee.
36 And when it rested, he said, 

Return, O LORD, unto the many 
thousands of Israel.

CHAPTER 11
Fire from the Lord consumes the rebels 
in Israel—Israel murmurs and lusts for 
meat instead of manna—Moses com-
plains that he cannot bear the burden 
alone—He is commanded to choose 
seventy elders to assist him—The 
Lord promises meat until it becomes 
loathsome to the Israelites—The sev-
enty elders are chosen, they prophesy, 
the Lord comes down, and Eldad and 
Medad prophesy in the camp—Israel is 
provided with quail—The people lust, 
a great plague follows, and many die.
AND when the people a  complained, 
it displeased the LORD: and the 
LORD heard it; and his anger was 
kindled; and the b  fire of the LORD 
burnt among them, and consumed 
them that were in the uttermost parts 
of the camp.
2 And the people cried unto Mo-

ses; and when Moses prayed unto 
the LORD, the fire was quenched.
3 And he called the name of the 

place Taberah: because the fire of 
the LORD burnt among them.
4 ¶ And the mixed multitude that 

was among them fell a a lusting: and 
the children of Israel also wept 
again, and said, Who shall give us 
flesh to eat?
5 We remember the fish, which we 

did eat in Egypt freely; the cucum-
bers, and the melons, and the leeks, 
and the onions, and the garlick:
6 But now our soul is dried away: 

there is nothing at all, beside this 
manna, before our eyes.
7 And the a  manna was as b  corian-

der seed, and the colour thereof as 
the colour of bdellium.
8 And the people went about, and 

gathered it, and ground it in mills, 
or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in 
pans, and made cakes of it: and the 
taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil.
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9 And when the dew fell upon 
the camp in the night, the manna 
fell a  upon it.
10 ¶ Then Moses heard the peo-

ple weep throughout their fami-
lies, every man in the door of his 
tent: and the anger of the LORD 
was kindled greatly; Moses also was  
displeased.
11 And Moses said unto the LORD, 

Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy 
servant? and wherefore have I not 
found favour in thy sight, that thou 
layest the burden of all this people 
upon me?
12 Have I conceived all this peo-

ple? have I begotten them, that 
thou shouldest say unto me, Carry 
them in thy bosom, as a nursing 
father beareth the sucking child, 
unto the land which thou swarest 
unto their fathers?
13 Whence should I have flesh to 

give unto all this people? for they 
weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, 
that we may eat.
14 I am not able to bear all this 

people alone, because it is too a heavy 
for me.
15 And if thou deal thus with me, 

kill me, I pray thee, a  out of hand, 
if I have found favour in thy sight; 
and let me not see my wretchedness.
16 ¶ And the LORD said unto Mo-

ses, Gather unto me a  seventy men 
of the elders of Israel, whom thou 
knowest to be the elders of the peo-
ple, and b  officers over them; and 
bring them unto the c  tabernacle 
of the congregation, that they may 
stand there with thee.
17 And I will come down and talk 

with thee there: and I will take of 
the spirit which is upon thee, and 
will put it upon them; and they 
shall a  bear the burden of the peo-
ple with thee, that thou bear it not 
thyself alone.

18 And say thou unto the people, 
Sanctify yourselves against to mor-
row, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye 
have wept in the ears of the LORD, 
saying, Who shall give us flesh to 
eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: 
therefore the LORD will give you 
flesh, and ye shall eat.
19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor 

two days, nor five days, neither ten 
days, nor twenty days;
20 But even a whole month, until 

it come out at your nostrils, and it 
be loathsome unto you: because that 
ye have despised the LORD which is 
among you, and have wept before 
him, saying, Why came we forth 
out of Egypt?
21 And Moses said, The people, 

among whom I am, are six hundred 
thousand footmen; and thou hast 
said, I will give them flesh, that 
they may eat a whole month.
22 Shall the flocks and the herds 

be slain for them, to suffice them? 
or shall all the fish of the sea be 
gathered together for them, to suf-
fice them?
23 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Is the LORD’s hand waxed short? 
thou shalt see now whether my word 
shall come to pass unto thee or not.
24 ¶ And Moses went out, and told 

the people the words of the LORD, 
and gathered the a  seventy men of 
the elders of the people, and set 
them round about the tabernacle.
25 And the LORD came down in 

a a  cloud, and spake unto him, and 
took of the spirit that was upon 
him, and gave it unto the seventy 
b  elders: and it came to pass, that, 
when the spirit rested upon them, 
they c prophesied, and did not cease.
26 But there remained two of the  

men in the camp, the name of  
the one was Eldad, and the name 
of the other Medad: and the spirit 
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20 But even a whole month, until 
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be loathsome unto you: because that 
ye have despised the LORD which is 
among you, and have wept before 
him, saying, Why came we forth 
out of Egypt?
21 And Moses said, The people, 

among whom I am, are six hundred 
thousand footmen; and thou hast 
said, I will give them flesh, that 
they may eat a whole month.
22 Shall the flocks and the herds 

be slain for them, to suffice them? 
or shall all the fish of the sea be 
gathered together for them, to suf-
fice them?
23 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Is the LORD’s hand waxed short? 
thou shalt see now whether my word 
shall come to pass unto thee or not.
24 ¶ And Moses went out, and told 

the people the words of the LORD, 
and gathered the a  seventy men of 
the elders of the people, and set 
them round about the tabernacle.
25 And the LORD came down in 

a a  cloud, and spake unto him, and 
took of the spirit that was upon 
him, and gave it unto the seventy 
b  elders: and it came to pass, that, 
when the spirit rested upon them, 
they c prophesied, and did not cease.
26 But there remained two of the  

men in the camp, the name of  
the one was Eldad, and the name 
of the other Medad: and the spirit 
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9 And when the dew fell upon 
the camp in the night, the manna 
fell a  upon it.
10 ¶ Then Moses heard the peo-

ple weep throughout their fami-
lies, every man in the door of his 
tent: and the anger of the LORD 
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displeased.
11 And Moses said unto the LORD, 
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ple with thee, that thou bear it not 
thyself alone.

18 And say thou unto the people, 
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saying, Who shall give us flesh to 
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therefore the LORD will give you 
flesh, and ye shall eat.
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20 But even a whole month, until 

it come out at your nostrils, and it 
be loathsome unto you: because that 
ye have despised the LORD which is 
among you, and have wept before 
him, saying, Why came we forth 
out of Egypt?
21 And Moses said, The people, 

among whom I am, are six hundred 
thousand footmen; and thou hast 
said, I will give them flesh, that 
they may eat a whole month.
22 Shall the flocks and the herds 

be slain for them, to suffice them? 
or shall all the fish of the sea be 
gathered together for them, to suf-
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23 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Is the LORD’s hand waxed short? 
thou shalt see now whether my word 
shall come to pass unto thee or not.
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him, and gave it unto the seventy 
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rested upon them; and they were of 
them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and 
they prophesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, 

and told Moses, and said, Eldad and 
Medad do prophesy in the camp.
28 And a Joshua the son of b Nun, the 

servant of Moses, one of his young 
men, answered and said, My lord 
Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, En-

viest thou for my sake? would God 
that all the LORD’s people were 
a prophets, and that the LORD would 
put his spirit upon them!
30 And Moses gat him into the 

camp, he and the elders of Israel.
31 ¶ And there went forth a wind 

from the LORD, and brought a quails 
from the sea, and let them fall by 
the camp, as it were a day’s journey 
on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round 
about the camp, and as it were two 
cubits high upon the face of the  
earth.
32 And the people stood up all 

that day, and all that night, and all 
the next day, and they gathered the 
quails: he that gathered least gath-
ered ten homers: and they spread 
them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet be-

tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled 
against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great 
a  plague.
34 And he called the name of that 

place a  Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that 
b  lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from 

Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; 
and abode at Hazeroth.

CHAPTER 12
Aaron and Miriam complain against 
Moses, the most meek of all men—The 
Lord promises to speak to Moses mouth 
to mouth and to reveal to him the si-
militude of the Lord—Miriam becomes 
leprous for a week.
AND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the a Ethio-
pian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD 

indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very 

a  meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congre-
gation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the 

a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam: and they both 
came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: 

If there be a a  prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known 
unto him in a b vision, and will speak 
unto him in a c  dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who 

is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I a  speak b  mouth 

to mouth, even apparently, and not 
in dark speeches; and the simili-
tude of the LORD shall he c  behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against them; and he  
departed.
10 And the cloud departed from  
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25 And the LORD came down in 
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them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet be-

tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled 
against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great 
a  plague.
34 And he called the name of that 

place a  Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that 
b  lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from 

Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; 
and abode at Hazeroth.

CHAPTER 12
Aaron and Miriam complain against 
Moses, the most meek of all men—The 
Lord promises to speak to Moses mouth 
to mouth and to reveal to him the si-
militude of the Lord—Miriam becomes 
leprous for a week.
AND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the a Ethio-
pian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD 

indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very 

a  meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congre-
gation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the 

a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam: and they both 
came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: 

If there be a a  prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known 
unto him in a b vision, and will speak 
unto him in a c  dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who 

is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I a  speak b  mouth 

to mouth, even apparently, and not 
in dark speeches; and the simili-
tude of the LORD shall he c  behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against them; and he  
departed.
10 And the cloud departed from  

 28 a Num. 13:16;  
1 Chr. 7:27.

  b Ex. 33:11;  
Num. 27:18;  
Josh. 14:1;  
1 Kgs. 16:34;  
Neh. 8:17.

 29 a TG Prophecy;  
Prophets, Mission of.

 31 a Ex. 16:13.
 33 a TG Plague.
 34 a IE The graves of lust.
  b Deut. 9:22.
12 1 a HEB Cushite.
 3 a TG Meek.
 5 a Num. 11:25.
 6 a TG Prophets, Mission of.
  b TG Vision.

  c TG Dream.
 8 a TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing.
  b Judg. 6:22;  

Ether 12:39;  
D&C 17:1;  
Moses 1:2.

  c TG Jesus Christ, Appear-
ances, Antemortal.

President Russell M. 
Nelson 

“Does God really want to 
speak to you? Yes! … Oh, 
there is so much more that 
your Father in Heaven 
wants you to know”  

(“Revelation for the Church, 
Revelation for Our Lives,” Apr 2018 
GC, Ensign or Liahona, May 2018, 
95).



Elder David A. Bednar 

“The spirit of revelation is available to every person. … This 
blessing is not restricted to the presiding authorities of the 
Church; rather, it belongs to and should be operative in the 
life of every man, woman, and child who reaches the age of 
accountability and enters into sacred covenants. Sincere 
desire and worthiness invite the spirit of revelation into our 
lives”  

(David A. Bednar, “The Spirit of Revelation,” GC Apr. 2011, Ensign or Liahona, 
May 2011, 87).
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rested upon them; and they were of 
them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and 
they prophesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, 

and told Moses, and said, Eldad and 
Medad do prophesy in the camp.
28 And a Joshua the son of b Nun, the 

servant of Moses, one of his young 
men, answered and said, My lord 
Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, En-

viest thou for my sake? would God 
that all the LORD’s people were 
a prophets, and that the LORD would 
put his spirit upon them!
30 And Moses gat him into the 

camp, he and the elders of Israel.
31 ¶ And there went forth a wind 

from the LORD, and brought a quails 
from the sea, and let them fall by 
the camp, as it were a day’s journey 
on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round 
about the camp, and as it were two 
cubits high upon the face of the  
earth.
32 And the people stood up all 

that day, and all that night, and all 
the next day, and they gathered the 
quails: he that gathered least gath-
ered ten homers: and they spread 
them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet be-

tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled 
against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great 
a  plague.
34 And he called the name of that 

place a  Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that 
b  lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from 

Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; 
and abode at Hazeroth.

CHAPTER 12
Aaron and Miriam complain against 
Moses, the most meek of all men—The 
Lord promises to speak to Moses mouth 
to mouth and to reveal to him the si-
militude of the Lord—Miriam becomes 
leprous for a week.
AND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the a Ethio-
pian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD 

indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very 

a  meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congre-
gation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the 

a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam: and they both 
came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: 

If there be a a  prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known 
unto him in a b vision, and will speak 
unto him in a c  dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who 

is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I a  speak b  mouth 

to mouth, even apparently, and not 
in dark speeches; and the simili-
tude of the LORD shall he c  behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against them; and he  
departed.
10 And the cloud departed from  

 28 a Num. 13:16;  
1 Chr. 7:27.

  b Ex. 33:11;  
Num. 27:18;  
Josh. 14:1;  
1 Kgs. 16:34;  
Neh. 8:17.

 29 a TG Prophecy;  
Prophets, Mission of.

 31 a Ex. 16:13.
 33 a TG Plague.
 34 a IE The graves of lust.
  b Deut. 9:22.
12 1 a HEB Cushite.
 3 a TG Meek.
 5 a Num. 11:25.
 6 a TG Prophets, Mission of.
  b TG Vision.

  c TG Dream.
 8 a TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing.
  b Judg. 6:22;  

Ether 12:39;  
D&C 17:1;  
Moses 1:2.

  c TG Jesus Christ, Appear-
ances, Antemortal.
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off the tabernacle; and, behold,  
Miriam became a  leprous, white as 
snow: and Aaron looked upon Mir-
iam, and, behold, she was leprous.
11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, 

my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin 
upon us, wherein we have done fool-
ishly, and wherein we have sinned.
12 Let her not be as one dead, of 

whom the flesh is half consumed 
when he cometh out of his moth-
er’s womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, 

saying, a  Heal her now, O God, I be-
seech thee.
14 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven 
days? let her be shut out from the 
camp seven days, and after that let 
her be received in again.
15 And Miriam was shut out from 

the camp seven days: and the peo-
ple journeyed not till Miriam was 
brought in again.
16 And afterward the people re-

moved from Hazeroth, and pitched 
in the wilderness of Paran.

CHAPTER 13
Moses sends twelve spies to search the 
land of Canaan—Ten of them bring an 
evil report, telling only of the strength 
of the inhabitants.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 a  Send thou men, that they may 

b  search the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel: 
of every tribe of their fathers shall 
ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them.
3 And Moses by the commandment 

of the LORD sent them from the 
wilderness of Paran: all those men 
were heads of the children of Israel.
4 And these were their names: of 

the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat 
the son of Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, a  Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the 

son of Joseph.
8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea 

the son of Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti 

the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gad-

diel the son of Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, 

of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the 
son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel 

the son of Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur 

the son of Michael.
14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi 

the son of Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the 

son of Machi.
16 These are the names of the men 

which Moses sent to spy out the 
a  land. And Moses called b  Oshea the 
son of c  Nun d  Jehoshua.
17 ¶ And Moses sent them to spy 

out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Get you up a  this way south-
ward, and go up into the mountain:
18 And see the land, what it is; and 

the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, 
few or many;
19 And what the land is that they 

dwell in, whether it be good or bad; 
and what cities they be that they dwell  
in, whether in tents, or in strong holds;
20 And what the land is, whether 

it be fat or lean, whether there be 
wood therein, or not. And be ye of 
good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land. Now the time was the 
time of the firstripe grapes.
21 ¶ So they went up, and searched 

the land from the wilderness of 
Zin unto Rehob, a  as men come to 
Hamath.
22 And they a  ascended by the 

 10 a TG Leprosy.
 13 a TG Heal.
13 2 a Josh. 14:7.
  b Deut. 1:23.
 6 a Deut. 1:36 (34–36); 

   Josh. 15:13.
 16 a TG Israel, Land of.
  b Num. 11:28.
  c Deut. 34:9; Judg. 2:8.
  d Num. 14:6;  

1 Chr. 7:27.
 17 a HEB through the Negev.
 21 a OR by the access to.
 22 a HEB went up through 

the Negev.
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rested upon them; and they were of 
them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and 
they prophesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, 

and told Moses, and said, Eldad and 
Medad do prophesy in the camp.
28 And a Joshua the son of b Nun, the 

servant of Moses, one of his young 
men, answered and said, My lord 
Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, En-

viest thou for my sake? would God 
that all the LORD’s people were 
a prophets, and that the LORD would 
put his spirit upon them!
30 And Moses gat him into the 

camp, he and the elders of Israel.
31 ¶ And there went forth a wind 

from the LORD, and brought a quails 
from the sea, and let them fall by 
the camp, as it were a day’s journey 
on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round 
about the camp, and as it were two 
cubits high upon the face of the  
earth.
32 And the people stood up all 

that day, and all that night, and all 
the next day, and they gathered the 
quails: he that gathered least gath-
ered ten homers: and they spread 
them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet be-

tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled 
against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great 
a  plague.
34 And he called the name of that 

place a  Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that 
b  lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from 

Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; 
and abode at Hazeroth.

CHAPTER 12
Aaron and Miriam complain against 
Moses, the most meek of all men—The 
Lord promises to speak to Moses mouth 
to mouth and to reveal to him the si-
militude of the Lord—Miriam becomes 
leprous for a week.
AND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the a Ethio-
pian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD 

indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very 

a  meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congre-
gation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the 

a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam: and they both 
came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: 

If there be a a  prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known 
unto him in a b vision, and will speak 
unto him in a c  dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who 

is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I a  speak b  mouth 

to mouth, even apparently, and not 
in dark speeches; and the simili-
tude of the LORD shall he c  behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against them; and he  
departed.
10 And the cloud departed from  

 28 a Num. 13:16;  
1 Chr. 7:27.

  b Ex. 33:11;  
Num. 27:18;  
Josh. 14:1;  
1 Kgs. 16:34;  
Neh. 8:17.

 29 a TG Prophecy;  
Prophets, Mission of.

 31 a Ex. 16:13.
 33 a TG Plague.
 34 a IE The graves of lust.
  b Deut. 9:22.
12 1 a HEB Cushite.
 3 a TG Meek.
 5 a Num. 11:25.
 6 a TG Prophets, Mission of.
  b TG Vision.

  c TG Dream.
 8 a TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing.
  b Judg. 6:22;  

Ether 12:39;  
D&C 17:1;  
Moses 1:2.

  c TG Jesus Christ, Appear-
ances, Antemortal.



Old Testament Institute Student Manual 

“According to Josephus, when Moses was a general of the Egyptian army in 
the attack against the Ethiopians, he married an Ethiopian woman as a 
political alliance to end the war (see Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, bk. 2, 
chap. 10, par. 1).” Modern revelation makes it clear that this was a plural 
marriage and that the Lord authorized Moses’s marriage to the Ethiopian 
woman (see D&C 132:1, 38). 

Cush (translated in the KJV as Ethiopia) is found in the southern frontier of 
Egypt (BD - “Ethiopia or Cush”) Considering that we know “others” were part of 
the Israelite group - Exodus 12:38 tells us that this group was a “Mixed 
multitude.” I imagine it like Abraham leaving Haran in Mesopotamia with the 
souls he had won (Abraham 2:15) or Nephi separating himself from Laman 
with his family, relatives and “all those who would go with [him],” (2 Nephi 5:6) 
seeming to reference converted souls.
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rested upon them; and they were of 
them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and 
they prophesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, 

and told Moses, and said, Eldad and 
Medad do prophesy in the camp.
28 And a Joshua the son of b Nun, the 

servant of Moses, one of his young 
men, answered and said, My lord 
Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, En-

viest thou for my sake? would God 
that all the LORD’s people were 
a prophets, and that the LORD would 
put his spirit upon them!
30 And Moses gat him into the 

camp, he and the elders of Israel.
31 ¶ And there went forth a wind 

from the LORD, and brought a quails 
from the sea, and let them fall by 
the camp, as it were a day’s journey 
on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round 
about the camp, and as it were two 
cubits high upon the face of the  
earth.
32 And the people stood up all 

that day, and all that night, and all 
the next day, and they gathered the 
quails: he that gathered least gath-
ered ten homers: and they spread 
them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet be-

tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled 
against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great 
a  plague.
34 And he called the name of that 

place a  Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that 
b  lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from 

Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; 
and abode at Hazeroth.

CHAPTER 12
Aaron and Miriam complain against 
Moses, the most meek of all men—The 
Lord promises to speak to Moses mouth 
to mouth and to reveal to him the si-
militude of the Lord—Miriam becomes 
leprous for a week.
AND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the a Ethio-
pian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD 

indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very 

a  meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congre-
gation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the 

a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam: and they both 
came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: 

If there be a a  prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known 
unto him in a b vision, and will speak 
unto him in a c  dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who 

is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I a  speak b  mouth 

to mouth, even apparently, and not 
in dark speeches; and the simili-
tude of the LORD shall he c  behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against them; and he  
departed.
10 And the cloud departed from  

 28 a Num. 13:16;  
1 Chr. 7:27.

  b Ex. 33:11;  
Num. 27:18;  
Josh. 14:1;  
1 Kgs. 16:34;  
Neh. 8:17.

 29 a TG Prophecy;  
Prophets, Mission of.

 31 a Ex. 16:13.
 33 a TG Plague.
 34 a IE The graves of lust.
  b Deut. 9:22.
12 1 a HEB Cushite.
 3 a TG Meek.
 5 a Num. 11:25.
 6 a TG Prophets, Mission of.
  b TG Vision.

  c TG Dream.
 8 a TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing.
  b Judg. 6:22;  

Ether 12:39;  
D&C 17:1;  
Moses 1:2.

  c TG Jesus Christ, Appear-
ances, Antemortal.
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rested upon them; and they were of 
them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and 
they prophesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, 

and told Moses, and said, Eldad and 
Medad do prophesy in the camp.
28 And a Joshua the son of b Nun, the 

servant of Moses, one of his young 
men, answered and said, My lord 
Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, En-

viest thou for my sake? would God 
that all the LORD’s people were 
a prophets, and that the LORD would 
put his spirit upon them!
30 And Moses gat him into the 

camp, he and the elders of Israel.
31 ¶ And there went forth a wind 

from the LORD, and brought a quails 
from the sea, and let them fall by 
the camp, as it were a day’s journey 
on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round 
about the camp, and as it were two 
cubits high upon the face of the  
earth.
32 And the people stood up all 

that day, and all that night, and all 
the next day, and they gathered the 
quails: he that gathered least gath-
ered ten homers: and they spread 
them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet be-

tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled 
against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great 
a  plague.
34 And he called the name of that 

place a  Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that 
b  lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from 

Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; 
and abode at Hazeroth.

CHAPTER 12
Aaron and Miriam complain against 
Moses, the most meek of all men—The 
Lord promises to speak to Moses mouth 
to mouth and to reveal to him the si-
militude of the Lord—Miriam becomes 
leprous for a week.
AND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the a Ethio-
pian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD 

indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very 

a  meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congre-
gation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the 

a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam: and they both 
came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: 

If there be a a  prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known 
unto him in a b vision, and will speak 
unto him in a c  dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who 

is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I a  speak b  mouth 

to mouth, even apparently, and not 
in dark speeches; and the simili-
tude of the LORD shall he c  behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against them; and he  
departed.
10 And the cloud departed from  

 28 a Num. 13:16;  
1 Chr. 7:27.

  b Ex. 33:11;  
Num. 27:18;  
Josh. 14:1;  
1 Kgs. 16:34;  
Neh. 8:17.

 29 a TG Prophecy;  
Prophets, Mission of.

 31 a Ex. 16:13.
 33 a TG Plague.
 34 a IE The graves of lust.
  b Deut. 9:22.
12 1 a HEB Cushite.
 3 a TG Meek.
 5 a Num. 11:25.
 6 a TG Prophets, Mission of.
  b TG Vision.

  c TG Dream.
 8 a TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing.
  b Judg. 6:22;  

Ether 12:39;  
D&C 17:1;  
Moses 1:2.

  c TG Jesus Christ, Appear-
ances, Antemortal.



Boyd K. Packer 

“The Lord’s house is a house of order. The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that ‘it is 
contrary to the economy of God for any member of the Church, or any one [else], 
to receive instruction for those in authority, higher than themselves’ [Teachings of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith (1976), 21]. 

“You may receive revelation individually, as a parent for your family, or for those 
for whom you are responsible as a leader or teacher, having been properly called 
and set apart. 

“If one becomes critical and harbors negative feelings, the Spirit will withdraw. 
Only when they repent will the Spirit return. My experience is that the channels of 
inspiration always follow that order. You are safe following your leaders” (Boyd K. 
Packer, “Personal Revelation: The Gift, the Test, and the Promise,” GC Oct 1994, Ensign, Nov. 1994, 61).
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rested upon them; and they were of 
them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and 
they prophesied in the camp.
27 And there ran a young man, 

and told Moses, and said, Eldad and 
Medad do prophesy in the camp.
28 And a Joshua the son of b Nun, the 

servant of Moses, one of his young 
men, answered and said, My lord 
Moses, forbid them.
29 And Moses said unto him, En-

viest thou for my sake? would God 
that all the LORD’s people were 
a prophets, and that the LORD would 
put his spirit upon them!
30 And Moses gat him into the 

camp, he and the elders of Israel.
31 ¶ And there went forth a wind 

from the LORD, and brought a quails 
from the sea, and let them fall by 
the camp, as it were a day’s journey 
on this side, and as it were a day’s 
journey on the other side, round 
about the camp, and as it were two 
cubits high upon the face of the  
earth.
32 And the people stood up all 

that day, and all that night, and all 
the next day, and they gathered the 
quails: he that gathered least gath-
ered ten homers: and they spread 
them all abroad for themselves round 
about the camp.
33 And while the flesh was yet be-

tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the LORD was kindled 
against the people, and the LORD 
smote the people with a very great 
a  plague.
34 And he called the name of that 

place a  Kibroth-hattaavah: because 
there they buried the people that 
b  lusted.
35 And the people journeyed from 

Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; 
and abode at Hazeroth.

CHAPTER 12
Aaron and Miriam complain against 
Moses, the most meek of all men—The 
Lord promises to speak to Moses mouth 
to mouth and to reveal to him the si-
militude of the Lord—Miriam becomes 
leprous for a week.
AND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the a Ethio-
pian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman.
2 And they said, Hath the LORD 

indeed spoken only by Moses? hath 
he not spoken also by us? And the 
LORD heard it.
3 (Now the man Moses was very 

a  meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.)
4 And the LORD spake suddenly 

unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 
unto Miriam, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congre-
gation. And they three came out.
5 And the LORD came down in the 

a pillar of the cloud, and stood in the 
door of the tabernacle, and called 
Aaron and Miriam: and they both 
came forth.
6 And he said, Hear now my words: 

If there be a a  prophet among you, I 
the LORD will make myself known 
unto him in a b vision, and will speak 
unto him in a c  dream.
7 My servant Moses is not so, who 

is faithful in all mine house.
8 With him will I a  speak b  mouth 

to mouth, even apparently, and not 
in dark speeches; and the simili-
tude of the LORD shall he c  behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?
9 And the anger of the LORD 

was kindled against them; and he  
departed.
10 And the cloud departed from  

 28 a Num. 13:16;  
1 Chr. 7:27.

  b Ex. 33:11;  
Num. 27:18;  
Josh. 14:1;  
1 Kgs. 16:34;  
Neh. 8:17.

 29 a TG Prophecy;  
Prophets, Mission of.

 31 a Ex. 16:13.
 33 a TG Plague.
 34 a IE The graves of lust.
  b Deut. 9:22.
12 1 a HEB Cushite.
 3 a TG Meek.
 5 a Num. 11:25.
 6 a TG Prophets, Mission of.
  b TG Vision.

  c TG Dream.
 8 a TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing.
  b Judg. 6:22;  

Ether 12:39;  
D&C 17:1;  
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  c TG Jesus Christ, Appear-
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off the tabernacle; and, behold,  
Miriam became a  leprous, white as 
snow: and Aaron looked upon Mir-
iam, and, behold, she was leprous.
11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, 

my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin 
upon us, wherein we have done fool-
ishly, and wherein we have sinned.
12 Let her not be as one dead, of 

whom the flesh is half consumed 
when he cometh out of his moth-
er’s womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, 

saying, a  Heal her now, O God, I be-
seech thee.
14 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven 
days? let her be shut out from the 
camp seven days, and after that let 
her be received in again.
15 And Miriam was shut out from 

the camp seven days: and the peo-
ple journeyed not till Miriam was 
brought in again.
16 And afterward the people re-

moved from Hazeroth, and pitched 
in the wilderness of Paran.

CHAPTER 13
Moses sends twelve spies to search the 
land of Canaan—Ten of them bring an 
evil report, telling only of the strength 
of the inhabitants.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 a  Send thou men, that they may 

b  search the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel: 
of every tribe of their fathers shall 
ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them.
3 And Moses by the commandment 

of the LORD sent them from the 
wilderness of Paran: all those men 
were heads of the children of Israel.
4 And these were their names: of 

the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat 
the son of Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, a  Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the 

son of Joseph.
8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea 

the son of Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti 

the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gad-

diel the son of Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, 

of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the 
son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel 

the son of Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur 

the son of Michael.
14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi 

the son of Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the 

son of Machi.
16 These are the names of the men 

which Moses sent to spy out the 
a  land. And Moses called b  Oshea the 
son of c  Nun d  Jehoshua.
17 ¶ And Moses sent them to spy 

out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Get you up a  this way south-
ward, and go up into the mountain:
18 And see the land, what it is; and 

the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, 
few or many;
19 And what the land is that they 

dwell in, whether it be good or bad; 
and what cities they be that they dwell  
in, whether in tents, or in strong holds;
20 And what the land is, whether 

it be fat or lean, whether there be 
wood therein, or not. And be ye of 
good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land. Now the time was the 
time of the firstripe grapes.
21 ¶ So they went up, and searched 

the land from the wilderness of 
Zin unto Rehob, a  as men come to 
Hamath.
22 And they a  ascended by the 

 10 a TG Leprosy.
 13 a TG Heal.
13 2 a Josh. 14:7.
  b Deut. 1:23.
 6 a Deut. 1:36 (34–36); 

   Josh. 15:13.
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off the tabernacle; and, behold,  
Miriam became a  leprous, white as 
snow: and Aaron looked upon Mir-
iam, and, behold, she was leprous.
11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, 

my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin 
upon us, wherein we have done fool-
ishly, and wherein we have sinned.
12 Let her not be as one dead, of 

whom the flesh is half consumed 
when he cometh out of his moth-
er’s womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, 

saying, a  Heal her now, O God, I be-
seech thee.
14 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven 
days? let her be shut out from the 
camp seven days, and after that let 
her be received in again.
15 And Miriam was shut out from 

the camp seven days: and the peo-
ple journeyed not till Miriam was 
brought in again.
16 And afterward the people re-

moved from Hazeroth, and pitched 
in the wilderness of Paran.

CHAPTER 13
Moses sends twelve spies to search the 
land of Canaan—Ten of them bring an 
evil report, telling only of the strength 
of the inhabitants.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 a  Send thou men, that they may 

b  search the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel: 
of every tribe of their fathers shall 
ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them.
3 And Moses by the commandment 

of the LORD sent them from the 
wilderness of Paran: all those men 
were heads of the children of Israel.
4 And these were their names: of 

the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat 
the son of Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, a  Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the 

son of Joseph.
8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea 

the son of Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti 

the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gad-

diel the son of Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, 

of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the 
son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel 

the son of Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur 

the son of Michael.
14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi 

the son of Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the 

son of Machi.
16 These are the names of the men 

which Moses sent to spy out the 
a  land. And Moses called b  Oshea the 
son of c  Nun d  Jehoshua.
17 ¶ And Moses sent them to spy 

out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Get you up a  this way south-
ward, and go up into the mountain:
18 And see the land, what it is; and 

the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, 
few or many;
19 And what the land is that they 

dwell in, whether it be good or bad; 
and what cities they be that they dwell  
in, whether in tents, or in strong holds;
20 And what the land is, whether 

it be fat or lean, whether there be 
wood therein, or not. And be ye of 
good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land. Now the time was the 
time of the firstripe grapes.
21 ¶ So they went up, and searched 

the land from the wilderness of 
Zin unto Rehob, a  as men come to 
Hamath.
22 And they a  ascended by the 
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south, and came unto b  Hebron; 
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Tal-
mai, the children of Anak, were. 
(Now Hebron was built seven years 
before c  Zoan in Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the a brook 

of Eshcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon 
a staff; and they brought of the pome-
granates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook 

Eshcol, because of the cluster of 
grapes which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from search-

ing of the land after forty days.
26 ¶ And they went and came to 

Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Is-
rael, unto the wilderness of Paran, 
to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congre-
gation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land.
27 And they told him, and said, We 

came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it a  floweth 
with milk and honey; and this is the  
fruit of it.
28 Nevertheless the people be 

strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are a walled, and very great: 
and moreover we saw the children 
of Anak there.
29 The a   Amalekites dwell in the 

land of the b  south: and the Hittites, 
and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 
by the coast of Jordan.
30 And a  Caleb stilled the people 

before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.
31 But the a  men that went up 

with him said, We be not able to 
go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil 
report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, through which we 
have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; 
and all the people that we saw in 
it are men of a great stature.
33 And there we saw the a  giants, 

the sons of Anak, which come of the 
b  giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight.

CHAPTER 14
Israel murmurs and speaks of return-
ing to Egypt—Joshua and Caleb give 
a good report of Canaan—Moses me-
diates between Israel and the Lord—
The adults of Israel will not enter the 
promised land—The Lord slays the false 
spies by a plague—Some rebels try to go 
alone and are slain by the Amalekites 
and Canaanites.
AND all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried; and the peo-
ple wept that night.
2 And all the children of Israel 

a  murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron: and the whole con-
gregation said unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died 
in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD 

brought us unto this land, to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey ? were 
it not better for us to return into  
Egypt?
4 And they said one to another, 

Let us make a captain, and let us 
a  return into Egypt.
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 

their faces before all the assembly 
of the congregation of the children 
of Israel.
6 ¶ And a  Joshua the son of Nun, 

 22 b Josh. 14:9.
  c Ps. 78:12;  

Isa. 19:11.
 23 a OR wadi or valley.
 27 a Neh. 9:25.
 28 a Deut. 1:28; 9:1 (1–2);  

Alma 55:20.

 29 a Num. 14:25, 43.
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off the tabernacle; and, behold,  
Miriam became a  leprous, white as 
snow: and Aaron looked upon Mir-
iam, and, behold, she was leprous.
11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, 

my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin 
upon us, wherein we have done fool-
ishly, and wherein we have sinned.
12 Let her not be as one dead, of 

whom the flesh is half consumed 
when he cometh out of his moth-
er’s womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, 

saying, a  Heal her now, O God, I be-
seech thee.
14 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven 
days? let her be shut out from the 
camp seven days, and after that let 
her be received in again.
15 And Miriam was shut out from 

the camp seven days: and the peo-
ple journeyed not till Miriam was 
brought in again.
16 And afterward the people re-

moved from Hazeroth, and pitched 
in the wilderness of Paran.

CHAPTER 13
Moses sends twelve spies to search the 
land of Canaan—Ten of them bring an 
evil report, telling only of the strength 
of the inhabitants.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 a  Send thou men, that they may 

b  search the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel: 
of every tribe of their fathers shall 
ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them.
3 And Moses by the commandment 

of the LORD sent them from the 
wilderness of Paran: all those men 
were heads of the children of Israel.
4 And these were their names: of 

the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat 
the son of Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, a  Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the 

son of Joseph.
8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea 

the son of Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti 

the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gad-

diel the son of Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, 

of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the 
son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel 

the son of Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur 

the son of Michael.
14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi 

the son of Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the 

son of Machi.
16 These are the names of the men 

which Moses sent to spy out the 
a  land. And Moses called b  Oshea the 
son of c  Nun d  Jehoshua.
17 ¶ And Moses sent them to spy 

out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Get you up a  this way south-
ward, and go up into the mountain:
18 And see the land, what it is; and 

the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, 
few or many;
19 And what the land is that they 

dwell in, whether it be good or bad; 
and what cities they be that they dwell  
in, whether in tents, or in strong holds;
20 And what the land is, whether 

it be fat or lean, whether there be 
wood therein, or not. And be ye of 
good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land. Now the time was the 
time of the firstripe grapes.
21 ¶ So they went up, and searched 

the land from the wilderness of 
Zin unto Rehob, a  as men come to 
Hamath.
22 And they a  ascended by the 
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off the tabernacle; and, behold,  
Miriam became a  leprous, white as 
snow: and Aaron looked upon Mir-
iam, and, behold, she was leprous.
11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, 

my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin 
upon us, wherein we have done fool-
ishly, and wherein we have sinned.
12 Let her not be as one dead, of 

whom the flesh is half consumed 
when he cometh out of his moth-
er’s womb.
13 And Moses cried unto the LORD, 

saying, a  Heal her now, O God, I be-
seech thee.
14 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be ashamed seven 
days? let her be shut out from the 
camp seven days, and after that let 
her be received in again.
15 And Miriam was shut out from 

the camp seven days: and the peo-
ple journeyed not till Miriam was 
brought in again.
16 And afterward the people re-

moved from Hazeroth, and pitched 
in the wilderness of Paran.

CHAPTER 13
Moses sends twelve spies to search the 
land of Canaan—Ten of them bring an 
evil report, telling only of the strength 
of the inhabitants.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 a  Send thou men, that they may 

b  search the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel: 
of every tribe of their fathers shall 
ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them.
3 And Moses by the commandment 

of the LORD sent them from the 
wilderness of Paran: all those men 
were heads of the children of Israel.
4 And these were their names: of 

the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat 
the son of Hori.
6 Of the tribe of Judah, a  Caleb the 

son of Jephunneh.
7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the 

son of Joseph.
8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea 

the son of Nun.
9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti 

the son of Raphu.
10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gad-

diel the son of Sodi.
11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, 

of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the 
son of Susi.
12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel 

the son of Gemalli.
13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur 

the son of Michael.
14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi 

the son of Vophsi.
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the 

son of Machi.
16 These are the names of the men 

which Moses sent to spy out the 
a  land. And Moses called b  Oshea the 
son of c  Nun d  Jehoshua.
17 ¶ And Moses sent them to spy 

out the land of Canaan, and said unto 
them, Get you up a  this way south-
ward, and go up into the mountain:
18 And see the land, what it is; and 

the people that dwelleth therein, 
whether they be strong or weak, 
few or many;
19 And what the land is that they 

dwell in, whether it be good or bad; 
and what cities they be that they dwell  
in, whether in tents, or in strong holds;
20 And what the land is, whether 

it be fat or lean, whether there be 
wood therein, or not. And be ye of 
good courage, and bring of the fruit 
of the land. Now the time was the 
time of the firstripe grapes.
21 ¶ So they went up, and searched 

the land from the wilderness of 
Zin unto Rehob, a  as men come to 
Hamath.
22 And they a  ascended by the 

 10 a TG Leprosy.
 13 a TG Heal.
13 2 a Josh. 14:7.
  b Deut. 1:23.
 6 a Deut. 1:36 (34–36); 

   Josh. 15:13.
 16 a TG Israel, Land of.
  b Num. 11:28.
  c Deut. 34:9; Judg. 2:8.
  d Num. 14:6;  

1 Chr. 7:27.
 17 a HEB through the Negev.
 21 a OR by the access to.
 22 a HEB went up through 

the Negev.

Re
po

rt
 o

f t
he

 S
pi

es

214NUMBERS 13:23–14:6

south, and came unto b  Hebron; 
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Tal-
mai, the children of Anak, were. 
(Now Hebron was built seven years 
before c  Zoan in Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the a brook 

of Eshcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon 
a staff; and they brought of the pome-
granates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook 

Eshcol, because of the cluster of 
grapes which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from search-

ing of the land after forty days.
26 ¶ And they went and came to 

Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Is-
rael, unto the wilderness of Paran, 
to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congre-
gation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land.
27 And they told him, and said, We 

came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it a  floweth 
with milk and honey; and this is the  
fruit of it.
28 Nevertheless the people be 

strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are a walled, and very great: 
and moreover we saw the children 
of Anak there.
29 The a   Amalekites dwell in the 

land of the b  south: and the Hittites, 
and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 
by the coast of Jordan.
30 And a  Caleb stilled the people 

before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.
31 But the a  men that went up 

with him said, We be not able to 
go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil 
report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, through which we 
have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; 
and all the people that we saw in 
it are men of a great stature.
33 And there we saw the a  giants, 

the sons of Anak, which come of the 
b  giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight.

CHAPTER 14
Israel murmurs and speaks of return-
ing to Egypt—Joshua and Caleb give 
a good report of Canaan—Moses me-
diates between Israel and the Lord—
The adults of Israel will not enter the 
promised land—The Lord slays the false 
spies by a plague—Some rebels try to go 
alone and are slain by the Amalekites 
and Canaanites.
AND all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried; and the peo-
ple wept that night.
2 And all the children of Israel 

a  murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron: and the whole con-
gregation said unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died 
in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD 

brought us unto this land, to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey ? were 
it not better for us to return into  
Egypt?
4 And they said one to another, 

Let us make a captain, and let us 
a  return into Egypt.
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 

their faces before all the assembly 
of the congregation of the children 
of Israel.
6 ¶ And a  Joshua the son of Nun, 
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14 2 a Deut. 9:23.  
TG Murmuring.

 4 a Ex. 13:17 (17–18);  
Neh. 9:17.

 6 a Num. 13:16.
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south, and came unto b  Hebron; 
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Tal-
mai, the children of Anak, were. 
(Now Hebron was built seven years 
before c  Zoan in Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the a brook 

of Eshcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon 
a staff; and they brought of the pome-
granates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook 

Eshcol, because of the cluster of 
grapes which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from search-

ing of the land after forty days.
26 ¶ And they went and came to 

Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Is-
rael, unto the wilderness of Paran, 
to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congre-
gation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land.
27 And they told him, and said, We 

came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it a  floweth 
with milk and honey; and this is the  
fruit of it.
28 Nevertheless the people be 

strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are a walled, and very great: 
and moreover we saw the children 
of Anak there.
29 The a   Amalekites dwell in the 

land of the b  south: and the Hittites, 
and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 
by the coast of Jordan.
30 And a  Caleb stilled the people 

before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.
31 But the a  men that went up 

with him said, We be not able to 
go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil 
report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, through which we 
have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; 
and all the people that we saw in 
it are men of a great stature.
33 And there we saw the a  giants, 

the sons of Anak, which come of the 
b  giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight.

CHAPTER 14
Israel murmurs and speaks of return-
ing to Egypt—Joshua and Caleb give 
a good report of Canaan—Moses me-
diates between Israel and the Lord—
The adults of Israel will not enter the 
promised land—The Lord slays the false 
spies by a plague—Some rebels try to go 
alone and are slain by the Amalekites 
and Canaanites.
AND all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried; and the peo-
ple wept that night.
2 And all the children of Israel 

a  murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron: and the whole con-
gregation said unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died 
in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD 

brought us unto this land, to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey ? were 
it not better for us to return into  
Egypt?
4 And they said one to another, 

Let us make a captain, and let us 
a  return into Egypt.
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 

their faces before all the assembly 
of the congregation of the children 
of Israel.
6 ¶ And a  Joshua the son of Nun, 

 22 b Josh. 14:9.
  c Ps. 78:12;  

Isa. 19:11.
 23 a OR wadi or valley.
 27 a Neh. 9:25.
 28 a Deut. 1:28; 9:1 (1–2);  

Alma 55:20.

 29 a Num. 14:25, 43.
  b HEB Negev.
 30 a Num. 14:24.
 31 a Josh. 14:8.
 33 a Deut. 2:11 (10–11); 3:11.
  b HEB nephilim.  

Gen. 6:4 (2–4); 

   Moses 7:15 (14–15); 
8:18.

14 2 a Deut. 9:23.  
TG Murmuring.

 4 a Ex. 13:17 (17–18);  
Neh. 9:17.

 6 a Num. 13:16.
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south, and came unto b  Hebron; 
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Tal-
mai, the children of Anak, were. 
(Now Hebron was built seven years 
before c  Zoan in Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the a brook 

of Eshcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon 
a staff; and they brought of the pome-
granates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook 

Eshcol, because of the cluster of 
grapes which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from search-

ing of the land after forty days.
26 ¶ And they went and came to 

Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Is-
rael, unto the wilderness of Paran, 
to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congre-
gation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land.
27 And they told him, and said, We 

came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it a  floweth 
with milk and honey; and this is the  
fruit of it.
28 Nevertheless the people be 

strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are a walled, and very great: 
and moreover we saw the children 
of Anak there.
29 The a   Amalekites dwell in the 

land of the b  south: and the Hittites, 
and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 
by the coast of Jordan.
30 And a  Caleb stilled the people 

before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.
31 But the a  men that went up 

with him said, We be not able to 
go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil 
report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, through which we 
have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; 
and all the people that we saw in 
it are men of a great stature.
33 And there we saw the a  giants, 

the sons of Anak, which come of the 
b  giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight.

CHAPTER 14
Israel murmurs and speaks of return-
ing to Egypt—Joshua and Caleb give 
a good report of Canaan—Moses me-
diates between Israel and the Lord—
The adults of Israel will not enter the 
promised land—The Lord slays the false 
spies by a plague—Some rebels try to go 
alone and are slain by the Amalekites 
and Canaanites.
AND all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried; and the peo-
ple wept that night.
2 And all the children of Israel 

a  murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron: and the whole con-
gregation said unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died 
in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD 

brought us unto this land, to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey ? were 
it not better for us to return into  
Egypt?
4 And they said one to another, 

Let us make a captain, and let us 
a  return into Egypt.
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 

their faces before all the assembly 
of the congregation of the children 
of Israel.
6 ¶ And a  Joshua the son of Nun, 

 22 b Josh. 14:9.
  c Ps. 78:12;  

Isa. 19:11.
 23 a OR wadi or valley.
 27 a Neh. 9:25.
 28 a Deut. 1:28; 9:1 (1–2);  

Alma 55:20.

 29 a Num. 14:25, 43.
  b HEB Negev.
 30 a Num. 14:24.
 31 a Josh. 14:8.
 33 a Deut. 2:11 (10–11); 3:11.
  b HEB nephilim.  

Gen. 6:4 (2–4); 

   Moses 7:15 (14–15); 
8:18.

14 2 a Deut. 9:23.  
TG Murmuring.

 4 a Ex. 13:17 (17–18);  
Neh. 9:17.

 6 a Num. 13:16.
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and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
which were of them that searched 
the land, rent their clothes:
7 And they spake unto all the 

company of the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceed-
ing good land.
8 If the LORD delight in us, then 

he will bring us into this land, and 
give it us; a land which floweth with 
milk and honey.
9 Only a  rebel not ye against the 

LORD, neither fear ye the people 
of the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from 
them, and the LORD is with us: b fear 
them not.
10 But all the congregation bade 

stone them with stones. And the 
a  glory of the LORD appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation be-
fore all the children of Israel.
11 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

How long will this people a  provoke 
me? and how long will it be ere 
they b  believe me, for all the signs 
which I have shewed among them?
12 I will smite them with the pes-

tilence, and disinherit them, and 
will make of thee a greater a  nation 
and mightier than they.
13 ¶ And Moses said unto the LORD, 

Then the a  Egyptians shall hear it, 
(for thou broughtest up this people 
in thy might from among them;)
14 And they will tell it to the in-

habitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou LORD art a  among 
this people, that thou LORD art seen 
face to face, and that thy b  cloud 
standeth over them, and that thou 
c  goest before them, by day time in 
a d  pillar of a e  cloud, and in a pillar 
of fire by night.

15 ¶ Now if thou shalt kill all this 
people as one man, then the nations 
which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able 

to bring this people into the land 
which he sware unto them, therefore 
he hath slain them in the wilderness.
17 And now, I beseech thee, let 

the power of my Lord be great, ac-
cording as thou hast spoken, saying,
18 The a LORD is longsuffering, and 

of great mercy, b  forgiving iniquity 
and transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniq-
uity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation.
19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the in-

iquity of this people according unto 
the greatness of thy mercy, and as 
thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.
20 And the LORD said, a  I have par-

doned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the 

earth shall be a  filled with the glory 
of the LORD.
22 Because all those men which 

have seen my glory, and my a  mira-
cles, which I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, and have b  tempted 
me now these ten times, and have 
not hearkened to my voice;
23 Surely they shall not a  see the 

b  land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them 
that c  provoked me see it:
24 But my servant a Caleb, because 

he had another spirit with him, and 
hath b  followed me fully, him will I 
c  bring into the land whereinto he 
went; and his seed shall possess it.
25 (Now the a  Amalekites and the 

Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To 
morrow turn you, and get you into  

 9 a TG Rebellion.
  b TG Protection, Divine.
 10 a Ex. 16:10; 24:16.
 11 a Isa. 63:10;  

1 Ne. 17:30 (23–31);  
Jacob 1:8;  
Alma 12:37 (36–37);  
Hel. 7:18.

  b TG Faith.
 12 a Ex. 32:10.
 13 a Ex. 32:12.

 14 a TG God, Presence of.
  b Ps. 99:7; D&C 84:5.
  c Ex. 33:16.
  d Deut. 1:33.
  e Num. 10:34.
 18 a Ps. 86:15.
  b TG Forgive.
 20 a See JST Ex. 32:14 

(Appendix).
 21 a Ps. 72:19; D&C 65:2.
 22 a TG Miracle.

  b TG Test.
 23 a Num. 32:11 (11–12);  

Jacob 1:7 (7–8);  
D&C 84:24 (23–25).

  b Josh. 5:6.
  c Heb. 3:8 (7–11, 15).
 24 a Num. 13:30.
  b Josh. 14:8 (6–8).  

TG Commitment.
  c Josh. 14:10.
 25 a Num. 13:29.
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south, and came unto b  Hebron; 
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Tal-
mai, the children of Anak, were. 
(Now Hebron was built seven years 
before c  Zoan in Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the a brook 

of Eshcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon 
a staff; and they brought of the pome-
granates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook 

Eshcol, because of the cluster of 
grapes which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from search-

ing of the land after forty days.
26 ¶ And they went and came to 

Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Is-
rael, unto the wilderness of Paran, 
to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congre-
gation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land.
27 And they told him, and said, We 

came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it a  floweth 
with milk and honey; and this is the  
fruit of it.
28 Nevertheless the people be 

strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are a walled, and very great: 
and moreover we saw the children 
of Anak there.
29 The a   Amalekites dwell in the 

land of the b  south: and the Hittites, 
and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 
by the coast of Jordan.
30 And a  Caleb stilled the people 

before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.
31 But the a  men that went up 

with him said, We be not able to 
go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil 
report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, through which we 
have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; 
and all the people that we saw in 
it are men of a great stature.
33 And there we saw the a  giants, 

the sons of Anak, which come of the 
b  giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight.

CHAPTER 14
Israel murmurs and speaks of return-
ing to Egypt—Joshua and Caleb give 
a good report of Canaan—Moses me-
diates between Israel and the Lord—
The adults of Israel will not enter the 
promised land—The Lord slays the false 
spies by a plague—Some rebels try to go 
alone and are slain by the Amalekites 
and Canaanites.
AND all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried; and the peo-
ple wept that night.
2 And all the children of Israel 

a  murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron: and the whole con-
gregation said unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died 
in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD 

brought us unto this land, to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey ? were 
it not better for us to return into  
Egypt?
4 And they said one to another, 

Let us make a captain, and let us 
a  return into Egypt.
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 

their faces before all the assembly 
of the congregation of the children 
of Israel.
6 ¶ And a  Joshua the son of Nun, 

 22 b Josh. 14:9.
  c Ps. 78:12;  

Isa. 19:11.
 23 a OR wadi or valley.
 27 a Neh. 9:25.
 28 a Deut. 1:28; 9:1 (1–2);  

Alma 55:20.

 29 a Num. 14:25, 43.
  b HEB Negev.
 30 a Num. 14:24.
 31 a Josh. 14:8.
 33 a Deut. 2:11 (10–11); 3:11.
  b HEB nephilim.  

Gen. 6:4 (2–4); 

   Moses 7:15 (14–15); 
8:18.

14 2 a Deut. 9:23.  
TG Murmuring.

 4 a Ex. 13:17 (17–18);  
Neh. 9:17.

 6 a Num. 13:16.
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and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
which were of them that searched 
the land, rent their clothes:
7 And they spake unto all the 

company of the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceed-
ing good land.
8 If the LORD delight in us, then 

he will bring us into this land, and 
give it us; a land which floweth with 
milk and honey.
9 Only a  rebel not ye against the 

LORD, neither fear ye the people 
of the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from 
them, and the LORD is with us: b fear 
them not.
10 But all the congregation bade 

stone them with stones. And the 
a  glory of the LORD appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation be-
fore all the children of Israel.
11 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

How long will this people a  provoke 
me? and how long will it be ere 
they b  believe me, for all the signs 
which I have shewed among them?
12 I will smite them with the pes-

tilence, and disinherit them, and 
will make of thee a greater a  nation 
and mightier than they.
13 ¶ And Moses said unto the LORD, 

Then the a  Egyptians shall hear it, 
(for thou broughtest up this people 
in thy might from among them;)
14 And they will tell it to the in-

habitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou LORD art a  among 
this people, that thou LORD art seen 
face to face, and that thy b  cloud 
standeth over them, and that thou 
c  goest before them, by day time in 
a d  pillar of a e  cloud, and in a pillar 
of fire by night.

15 ¶ Now if thou shalt kill all this 
people as one man, then the nations 
which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able 

to bring this people into the land 
which he sware unto them, therefore 
he hath slain them in the wilderness.
17 And now, I beseech thee, let 

the power of my Lord be great, ac-
cording as thou hast spoken, saying,
18 The a LORD is longsuffering, and 

of great mercy, b  forgiving iniquity 
and transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniq-
uity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation.
19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the in-

iquity of this people according unto 
the greatness of thy mercy, and as 
thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.
20 And the LORD said, a  I have par-

doned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the 

earth shall be a  filled with the glory 
of the LORD.
22 Because all those men which 

have seen my glory, and my a  mira-
cles, which I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, and have b  tempted 
me now these ten times, and have 
not hearkened to my voice;
23 Surely they shall not a  see the 

b  land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them 
that c  provoked me see it:
24 But my servant a Caleb, because 

he had another spirit with him, and 
hath b  followed me fully, him will I 
c  bring into the land whereinto he 
went; and his seed shall possess it.
25 (Now the a  Amalekites and the 

Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To 
morrow turn you, and get you into  

 9 a TG Rebellion.
  b TG Protection, Divine.
 10 a Ex. 16:10; 24:16.
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  b TG Forgive.
 20 a See JST Ex. 32:14 

(Appendix).
 21 a Ps. 72:19; D&C 65:2.
 22 a TG Miracle.
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  b Josh. 5:6.
  c Heb. 3:8 (7–11, 15).
 24 a Num. 13:30.
  b Josh. 14:8 (6–8).  
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  c Josh. 14:10.
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south, and came unto b  Hebron; 
where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Tal-
mai, the children of Anak, were. 
(Now Hebron was built seven years 
before c  Zoan in Egypt.)
23 And they came unto the a brook 

of Eshcol, and cut down from thence 
a branch with one cluster of grapes, 
and they bare it between two upon 
a staff; and they brought of the pome-
granates, and of the figs.
24 The place was called the brook 

Eshcol, because of the cluster of 
grapes which the children of Israel 
cut down from thence.
25 And they returned from search-

ing of the land after forty days.
26 ¶ And they went and came to 

Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Is-
rael, unto the wilderness of Paran, 
to Kadesh; and brought back word 
unto them, and unto all the congre-
gation, and shewed them the fruit 
of the land.
27 And they told him, and said, We 

came unto the land whither thou 
sentest us, and surely it a  floweth 
with milk and honey; and this is the  
fruit of it.
28 Nevertheless the people be 

strong that dwell in the land, and 
the cities are a walled, and very great: 
and moreover we saw the children 
of Anak there.
29 The a   Amalekites dwell in the 

land of the b  south: and the Hittites, 
and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 
by the coast of Jordan.
30 And a  Caleb stilled the people 

before Moses, and said, Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.
31 But the a  men that went up 

with him said, We be not able to 
go up against the people; for they 
are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil 
report of the land which they had 
searched unto the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, through which we 
have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; 
and all the people that we saw in 
it are men of a great stature.
33 And there we saw the a  giants, 

the sons of Anak, which come of the 
b  giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we 
were in their sight.

CHAPTER 14
Israel murmurs and speaks of return-
ing to Egypt—Joshua and Caleb give 
a good report of Canaan—Moses me-
diates between Israel and the Lord—
The adults of Israel will not enter the 
promised land—The Lord slays the false 
spies by a plague—Some rebels try to go 
alone and are slain by the Amalekites 
and Canaanites.
AND all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried; and the peo-
ple wept that night.
2 And all the children of Israel 

a  murmured against Moses and 
against Aaron: and the whole con-
gregation said unto them, Would 
God that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! or would God we had died 
in this wilderness!
3 And wherefore hath the LORD 

brought us unto this land, to fall 
by the sword, that our wives and 
our children should be a prey ? were 
it not better for us to return into  
Egypt?
4 And they said one to another, 

Let us make a captain, and let us 
a  return into Egypt.
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on 

their faces before all the assembly 
of the congregation of the children 
of Israel.
6 ¶ And a  Joshua the son of Nun, 
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Isa. 19:11.
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and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
which were of them that searched 
the land, rent their clothes:
7 And they spake unto all the 

company of the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceed-
ing good land.
8 If the LORD delight in us, then 

he will bring us into this land, and 
give it us; a land which floweth with 
milk and honey.
9 Only a  rebel not ye against the 

LORD, neither fear ye the people 
of the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from 
them, and the LORD is with us: b fear 
them not.
10 But all the congregation bade 

stone them with stones. And the 
a  glory of the LORD appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation be-
fore all the children of Israel.
11 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

How long will this people a  provoke 
me? and how long will it be ere 
they b  believe me, for all the signs 
which I have shewed among them?
12 I will smite them with the pes-

tilence, and disinherit them, and 
will make of thee a greater a  nation 
and mightier than they.
13 ¶ And Moses said unto the LORD, 

Then the a  Egyptians shall hear it, 
(for thou broughtest up this people 
in thy might from among them;)
14 And they will tell it to the in-

habitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou LORD art a  among 
this people, that thou LORD art seen 
face to face, and that thy b  cloud 
standeth over them, and that thou 
c  goest before them, by day time in 
a d  pillar of a e  cloud, and in a pillar 
of fire by night.

15 ¶ Now if thou shalt kill all this 
people as one man, then the nations 
which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able 

to bring this people into the land 
which he sware unto them, therefore 
he hath slain them in the wilderness.
17 And now, I beseech thee, let 

the power of my Lord be great, ac-
cording as thou hast spoken, saying,
18 The a LORD is longsuffering, and 

of great mercy, b  forgiving iniquity 
and transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniq-
uity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation.
19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the in-

iquity of this people according unto 
the greatness of thy mercy, and as 
thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.
20 And the LORD said, a  I have par-

doned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the 

earth shall be a  filled with the glory 
of the LORD.
22 Because all those men which 

have seen my glory, and my a  mira-
cles, which I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, and have b  tempted 
me now these ten times, and have 
not hearkened to my voice;
23 Surely they shall not a  see the 

b  land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them 
that c  provoked me see it:
24 But my servant a Caleb, because 

he had another spirit with him, and 
hath b  followed me fully, him will I 
c  bring into the land whereinto he 
went; and his seed shall possess it.
25 (Now the a  Amalekites and the 

Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To 
morrow turn you, and get you into  
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the wilderness by the way of the 
Red sea.
26 ¶ And the LORD spake unto  

Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
27 How long shall I bear with this 

evil congregation, which a  murmur 
against me? I have heard the mur-
murings of the children of Israel, 
which they murmur against me.
28 Say unto them, As truly as I live, 

saith the LORD, as ye have spoken 
in mine ears, so will I do to you:
29 Your a  carcases shall fall in this 

b wilderness; and all that were num-
bered of you, according to your 
whole number, from twenty years 
old and upward, which have mur-
mured against me,
30 Doubtless ye shall not come 

into the land, concerning which I 
sware to make you dwell therein, 
save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
and Joshua the son of Nun.
31 But your little ones, which ye 

said should be a prey, them will I 
bring in, and they shall know the 
land which ye have despised.
32 But as for you, your carcases, 

they shall fall in this wilderness.
33 And your children shall wander 

in the wilderness a  forty years, and 
b  bear your whoredoms, until your 
carcases be wasted in the wilderness.
34 After the number of the days 

in which ye searched the land, even 
forty days, each day for a year, shall 
ye bear your iniquities, even forty 
years, and ye shall a know my breach 
of promise.
35 I the LORD have said, I will 

surely do it unto all this evil congre-
gation, that are gathered together 
against me: in this wilderness they 
shall be consumed, and there they 
shall a  die.
36 And the men, which Moses sent 

to search the land, who returned, 
and made all the congregation to 
murmur against him, by bringing 
up a slander upon the land,

37 Even those men that did bring 
up the evil report upon the land, 
a  died by the b  plague before the 
LORD.
38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and 

Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which 
were of the men that went to search 
the land, lived still.
39 And Moses told these sayings 

unto all the children of Israel: and 
the people a  mourned greatly.
40 ¶ And they rose up early in the 

morning, and gat them up into the 
top of the mountain, saying, Lo, 
we be here, and will go up unto the 
place which the LORD hath prom-
ised: for we have a  sinned.
41 And Moses said, Wherefore 

now do ye transgress the command-
ment of the LORD? but it shall not  
prosper.
42 Go not up, for the LORD is not 

among you; that ye be not smitten 
before your enemies.
43 For the a  Amalekites and the 

Canaanites are there before you, 
and ye shall fall by the sword: be-
cause ye are turned away from the 
LORD, therefore the LORD will not 
be with you.
44 But they a  presumed to go up 

unto the hill top: nevertheless the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
Moses, departed not out of the camp.
45 Then the Amalekites came 

down, and the Canaanites which 
dwelt in that hill, and smote them, 
and discomfited them, even unto 
Hormah.

CHAPTER 15
Various sacrificial ordinances bring 
forgiveness to repentant Israel—Those 
who sin willfully are cut off from among 
the people—A man is stoned for gath-
ering sticks on the Sabbath day—The 
Israelites are to look on the fringes of 
their garments and remember the com-
mandments.
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and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
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8 If the LORD delight in us, then 

he will bring us into this land, and 
give it us; a land which floweth with 
milk and honey.
9 Only a  rebel not ye against the 

LORD, neither fear ye the people 
of the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from 
them, and the LORD is with us: b fear 
them not.
10 But all the congregation bade 

stone them with stones. And the 
a  glory of the LORD appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation be-
fore all the children of Israel.
11 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

How long will this people a  provoke 
me? and how long will it be ere 
they b  believe me, for all the signs 
which I have shewed among them?
12 I will smite them with the pes-

tilence, and disinherit them, and 
will make of thee a greater a  nation 
and mightier than they.
13 ¶ And Moses said unto the LORD, 

Then the a  Egyptians shall hear it, 
(for thou broughtest up this people 
in thy might from among them;)
14 And they will tell it to the in-

habitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou LORD art a  among 
this people, that thou LORD art seen 
face to face, and that thy b  cloud 
standeth over them, and that thou 
c  goest before them, by day time in 
a d  pillar of a e  cloud, and in a pillar 
of fire by night.

15 ¶ Now if thou shalt kill all this 
people as one man, then the nations 
which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able 

to bring this people into the land 
which he sware unto them, therefore 
he hath slain them in the wilderness.
17 And now, I beseech thee, let 

the power of my Lord be great, ac-
cording as thou hast spoken, saying,
18 The a LORD is longsuffering, and 

of great mercy, b  forgiving iniquity 
and transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniq-
uity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation.
19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the in-

iquity of this people according unto 
the greatness of thy mercy, and as 
thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.
20 And the LORD said, a  I have par-

doned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the 
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22 Because all those men which 
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the wilderness, and have b  tempted 
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not hearkened to my voice;
23 Surely they shall not a  see the 
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hath b  followed me fully, him will I 
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which he sware unto them, therefore 
he hath slain them in the wilderness.
17 And now, I beseech thee, let 

the power of my Lord be great, ac-
cording as thou hast spoken, saying,
18 The a LORD is longsuffering, and 

of great mercy, b  forgiving iniquity 
and transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniq-
uity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation.
19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the in-

iquity of this people according unto 
the greatness of thy mercy, and as 
thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.
20 And the LORD said, a  I have par-

doned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the 

earth shall be a  filled with the glory 
of the LORD.
22 Because all those men which 

have seen my glory, and my a  mira-
cles, which I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, and have b  tempted 
me now these ten times, and have 
not hearkened to my voice;
23 Surely they shall not a  see the 

b  land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them 
that c  provoked me see it:
24 But my servant a Caleb, because 

he had another spirit with him, and 
hath b  followed me fully, him will I 
c  bring into the land whereinto he 
went; and his seed shall possess it.
25 (Now the a  Amalekites and the 

Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To 
morrow turn you, and get you into  

 9 a TG Rebellion.
  b TG Protection, Divine.
 10 a Ex. 16:10; 24:16.
 11 a Isa. 63:10;  

1 Ne. 17:30 (23–31);  
Jacob 1:8;  
Alma 12:37 (36–37);  
Hel. 7:18.

  b TG Faith.
 12 a Ex. 32:10.
 13 a Ex. 32:12.

 14 a TG God, Presence of.
  b Ps. 99:7; D&C 84:5.
  c Ex. 33:16.
  d Deut. 1:33.
  e Num. 10:34.
 18 a Ps. 86:15.
  b TG Forgive.
 20 a See JST Ex. 32:14 

(Appendix).
 21 a Ps. 72:19; D&C 65:2.
 22 a TG Miracle.

  b TG Test.
 23 a Num. 32:11 (11–12);  

Jacob 1:7 (7–8);  
D&C 84:24 (23–25).

  b Josh. 5:6.
  c Heb. 3:8 (7–11, 15).
 24 a Num. 13:30.
  b Josh. 14:8 (6–8).  

TG Commitment.
  c Josh. 14:10.
 25 a Num. 13:29.
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and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
which were of them that searched 
the land, rent their clothes:
7 And they spake unto all the 

company of the children of Israel, 
saying, The land, which we passed 
through to search it, is an exceed-
ing good land.
8 If the LORD delight in us, then 

he will bring us into this land, and 
give it us; a land which floweth with 
milk and honey.
9 Only a  rebel not ye against the 

LORD, neither fear ye the people 
of the land; for they are bread for 
us: their defence is departed from 
them, and the LORD is with us: b fear 
them not.
10 But all the congregation bade 

stone them with stones. And the 
a  glory of the LORD appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation be-
fore all the children of Israel.
11 ¶ And the LORD said unto Moses, 

How long will this people a  provoke 
me? and how long will it be ere 
they b  believe me, for all the signs 
which I have shewed among them?
12 I will smite them with the pes-

tilence, and disinherit them, and 
will make of thee a greater a  nation 
and mightier than they.
13 ¶ And Moses said unto the LORD, 

Then the a  Egyptians shall hear it, 
(for thou broughtest up this people 
in thy might from among them;)
14 And they will tell it to the in-

habitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou LORD art a  among 
this people, that thou LORD art seen 
face to face, and that thy b  cloud 
standeth over them, and that thou 
c  goest before them, by day time in 
a d  pillar of a e  cloud, and in a pillar 
of fire by night.

15 ¶ Now if thou shalt kill all this 
people as one man, then the nations 
which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying,
16 Because the LORD was not able 

to bring this people into the land 
which he sware unto them, therefore 
he hath slain them in the wilderness.
17 And now, I beseech thee, let 

the power of my Lord be great, ac-
cording as thou hast spoken, saying,
18 The a LORD is longsuffering, and 

of great mercy, b  forgiving iniquity 
and transgression, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, visiting the iniq-
uity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation.
19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the in-

iquity of this people according unto 
the greatness of thy mercy, and as 
thou hast forgiven this people, from 
Egypt even until now.
20 And the LORD said, a  I have par-

doned according to thy word:
21 But as truly as I live, all the 

earth shall be a  filled with the glory 
of the LORD.
22 Because all those men which 

have seen my glory, and my a  mira-
cles, which I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness, and have b  tempted 
me now these ten times, and have 
not hearkened to my voice;
23 Surely they shall not a  see the 

b  land which I sware unto their 
fathers, neither shall any of them 
that c  provoked me see it:
24 But my servant a Caleb, because 

he had another spirit with him, and 
hath b  followed me fully, him will I 
c  bring into the land whereinto he 
went; and his seed shall possess it.
25 (Now the a  Amalekites and the 

Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To 
morrow turn you, and get you into  

 9 a TG Rebellion.
  b TG Protection, Divine.
 10 a Ex. 16:10; 24:16.
 11 a Isa. 63:10;  

1 Ne. 17:30 (23–31);  
Jacob 1:8;  
Alma 12:37 (36–37);  
Hel. 7:18.

  b TG Faith.
 12 a Ex. 32:10.
 13 a Ex. 32:12.

 14 a TG God, Presence of.
  b Ps. 99:7; D&C 84:5.
  c Ex. 33:16.
  d Deut. 1:33.
  e Num. 10:34.
 18 a Ps. 86:15.
  b TG Forgive.
 20 a See JST Ex. 32:14 

(Appendix).
 21 a Ps. 72:19; D&C 65:2.
 22 a TG Miracle.

  b TG Test.
 23 a Num. 32:11 (11–12);  

Jacob 1:7 (7–8);  
D&C 84:24 (23–25).

  b Josh. 5:6.
  c Heb. 3:8 (7–11, 15).
 24 a Num. 13:30.
  b Josh. 14:8 (6–8).  

TG Commitment.
  c Josh. 14:10.
 25 a Num. 13:29.
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the wilderness by the way of the 
Red sea.
26 ¶ And the LORD spake unto  

Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
27 How long shall I bear with this 

evil congregation, which a  murmur 
against me? I have heard the mur-
murings of the children of Israel, 
which they murmur against me.
28 Say unto them, As truly as I live, 

saith the LORD, as ye have spoken 
in mine ears, so will I do to you:
29 Your a  carcases shall fall in this 

b wilderness; and all that were num-
bered of you, according to your 
whole number, from twenty years 
old and upward, which have mur-
mured against me,
30 Doubtless ye shall not come 

into the land, concerning which I 
sware to make you dwell therein, 
save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
and Joshua the son of Nun.
31 But your little ones, which ye 

said should be a prey, them will I 
bring in, and they shall know the 
land which ye have despised.
32 But as for you, your carcases, 

they shall fall in this wilderness.
33 And your children shall wander 

in the wilderness a  forty years, and 
b  bear your whoredoms, until your 
carcases be wasted in the wilderness.
34 After the number of the days 

in which ye searched the land, even 
forty days, each day for a year, shall 
ye bear your iniquities, even forty 
years, and ye shall a know my breach 
of promise.
35 I the LORD have said, I will 

surely do it unto all this evil congre-
gation, that are gathered together 
against me: in this wilderness they 
shall be consumed, and there they 
shall a  die.
36 And the men, which Moses sent 

to search the land, who returned, 
and made all the congregation to 
murmur against him, by bringing 
up a slander upon the land,

37 Even those men that did bring 
up the evil report upon the land, 
a  died by the b  plague before the 
LORD.
38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and 

Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which 
were of the men that went to search 
the land, lived still.
39 And Moses told these sayings 

unto all the children of Israel: and 
the people a  mourned greatly.
40 ¶ And they rose up early in the 

morning, and gat them up into the 
top of the mountain, saying, Lo, 
we be here, and will go up unto the 
place which the LORD hath prom-
ised: for we have a  sinned.
41 And Moses said, Wherefore 

now do ye transgress the command-
ment of the LORD? but it shall not  
prosper.
42 Go not up, for the LORD is not 

among you; that ye be not smitten 
before your enemies.
43 For the a  Amalekites and the 

Canaanites are there before you, 
and ye shall fall by the sword: be-
cause ye are turned away from the 
LORD, therefore the LORD will not 
be with you.
44 But they a  presumed to go up 

unto the hill top: nevertheless the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
Moses, departed not out of the camp.
45 Then the Amalekites came 

down, and the Canaanites which 
dwelt in that hill, and smote them, 
and discomfited them, even unto 
Hormah.

CHAPTER 15
Various sacrificial ordinances bring 
forgiveness to repentant Israel—Those 
who sin willfully are cut off from among 
the people—A man is stoned for gath-
ering sticks on the Sabbath day—The 
Israelites are to look on the fringes of 
their garments and remember the com-
mandments.

 27 a Ex. 16:12.
 29 a Heb. 3:17.
  b Num. 26:65;  

Ezek. 20:13 (13, 15).
 33 a Ps. 95:10; Amos 2:10.

  b OR suffer for your 
faithlessness.

 34 a HEB feel my displeasure.
 35 a Deut. 2:14 (14–15).
 37 a 1 Cor. 10:10.

  b TG Plague.
 39 a Ex. 33:4.
 40 a Deut. 1:41.
 43 a Num. 13:29.
 44 a Deut. 1:43.



Russell M. Nelson 

“[You] will encounter people who pick which commandments they 
will keep and ignore others that they choose to break. I call this the 
cafeteria approach to obedience. This practice of picking and 
choosing will not work. It will lead to misery. To prepare to meet 
God, one keeps all of His commandments. It takes faith to obey 
them, and keeping His commandments will strengthen that faith”  

(Russell M. Nelson, “Face the Future with Faith,” GC Apr. 2011, Ensign or Liahona, May 
2011, 34).
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Numbers 15:1-21 - Laws About Sacri!ces 

Numbers 15:22-31 - Laws About Unintentional Sins 

Numbers 15:32-36 - A Sabbathbreaker Executed

Old Testament Institute Student Manual 

“To stone a man for violation of the Sabbath seems a harsh punishment. But 
in its historical context, two things are signi!cant. Moses had just given the 
law for willful rebellion against God. Did this man know the law of the 
Sabbath? Moses had clearly taught earlier that one who violated the 
Sabbath was to be put to death (see Exodus 31:14–15; 35:2). Obviously, here 
is an example of one who “despised the word of the Lord” (Numbers 15:31).



Numbers 15:38–41 

38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them 
fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and 
that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue: 
39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and 
remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek 
not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a 
whoring: 
40 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto 
your God. 
41 I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be 
your God: I am the Lord your God.



Matthew 9:20 ESV 

And behold, a woman who had 
su"ered from a discharge of blood 
for twelve years came up behind him 
and touched the fringe of his 
garment

Luke 8:44 KJV 

Came behind  him, and touched the 
b o r d e r o f h i s g a r m e n t : a n d 
immediately her issue of blood 
stanched.



Numbers 15:1-21 - Laws About Sacri!ces 

Numbers 15:22-31 - Laws About Unintentional Sins 

Numbers 15:32-36 - A Sabbathbreaker Executed 

Numbers 15:37-41 - Tassels on Garments 

Numbers 16 - Korah's Rebellion 

Numbers 17 - Aaron's Sta" Buds 

Numbers 18 - Duties of Priests and Levites 

Numbers 19 - Laws for Puri!cation
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15 And every open vessel, which 
hath no covering bound upon it, is 
unclean.
16 And whosoever toucheth one 

that is slain with a sword in the 
open fields, or a dead body, or a 
bone of a man, or a grave, shall be 
unclean seven days.
17 And for an unclean person they 

shall take of the ashes of the burnt 
heifer of a  purification for sin, and 
running water shall be put thereto 
in a vessel:
18 And a clean person shall take 

a  hyssop, and dip it in the water, 
and sprinkle it upon the tent, and 
upon all the vessels, and upon the 
persons that were there, and upon 
him that touched a bone, or one 
slain, or one dead, or a grave:
19 And the clean  person shall sprin-

kle upon the unclean on the third 
day, and on the seventh day: and 
on the seventh day he shall purify 
himself, and wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and shall 
be clean at even.
20 But the man that shall be un-

clean, and shall not purify him-
self, that soul shall be cut off from 
among the congregation, because 
he hath defiled the sanctuary of 
the LORD: the water of separation 
hath not been sprinkled upon him; 
he is unclean.
21 And it shall be a perpetual 

statute unto them, that he that 
sprinkleth the water of separation 
shall wash his clothes; and he that 
toucheth the water of separation 
shall be unclean until even.
22 And whatsoever the unclean 

person toucheth shall be unclean; 
and the soul that toucheth it shall 
be unclean until even.

CHAPTER 20
Miriam dies—Moses smites a rock at 
Meribah and brings forth water—The 
king of Edom refuses to let Israel pass 

peacefully through his land—Aaron dies, 
and Eleazar becomes the high priest.
THEN came the children of Israel, 
even the whole congregation, into 
the desert of Zin in the first month: 
and the people abode in a  Kadesh; 
and Miriam died there, and was 
buried there.
2 And there was no water for the 

congregation: and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses 
and against Aaron.
3 And the people a  chode with Mo-

ses, and spake, saying, Would God 
that we had died when our breth-
ren died before the LORD!
4 And why have ye brought up the 

congregation of the LORD into this 
wilderness, that we and our cattle 
should die there?
5 And wherefore have ye made us 

to come up out of Egypt, to bring 
us in unto this evil place? it is no 
place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, 
or of pomegranates; neither is there 
any water to drink.
6 And Moses and Aaron went from 

the presence of the assembly unto 
the door of the a  tabernacle of the 
congregation, and they fell upon 
their faces: and the glory of the 
LORD appeared unto them.
7 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses, saying,
8 Take the a  rod, and gather thou 

the assembly together, thou, and 
Aaron thy brother, and b  speak ye 
unto the rock before their eyes; and 
it shall give forth his water, and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out  
of the rock: so thou shalt give the 
congregation and their beasts drink.
9 And Moses took the rod from 

before the LORD, as he commanded 
him.
10 And Moses and Aaron gathered 

the congregation together before the 
rock, and he said unto them, a  Hear 
now, ye rebels; must b  we fetch you 
water out of this rock?

 17 a TG Purification.
 18 a Ps. 51:7.
20 1 a Num. 27:14 (12–14);  

33:36.
 3 a OR contended (also 

   v. 13, for “strove”).  
Deut. 33:8.

 6 a HEB tent of meeting.
 8 a See JST Gen. 50:34 

(Appendix).  

Ex. 4:20.
  b Ex. 17:6 (6–7).
 10 a Ps. 106:33.
  b TG Rashness.
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11 And Moses lifted up his hand, 
and with his rod he a  smote the 
b  rock twice: and the c  water came 
out abundantly, and the congre-
gation drank, and their beasts also.
12 ¶ And the LORD spake unto 

Moses and Aaron, Because ye a  be-
lieved me not, to b  sanctify me in 
the eyes of the children of Israel, 
therefore ye shall not c  bring this 
congregation into the d  land which 
I have given them.
13 This is the water of a  Meribah; 

because the children of Israel b strove 
with the LORD, and he was sancti-
fied in them.
14 ¶ And Moses a  sent messengers 

from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, 
Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou 
knowest all the travail that hath 
befallen us:
15 How our fathers went down 

into Egypt, and we have dwelt in 
Egypt a long time; and the Egyp-
tians vexed us, and our fathers:
16 And when we cried unto the 

LORD, he heard our voice, and sent 
an a angel, and hath brought us forth 
out of Egypt: and, behold, we are 
in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost 
of thy border:
17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through 

thy country: we will not pass 
through the fields, or through the 
vineyards, neither will we drink of 
the water of the wells: we will go 
by the king’s high way, we will not 
turn to the right hand nor to the left, 
until we have passed thy borders.
18 And Edom said unto him, Thou 

shalt not pass a  by me, lest I come 
out against thee with the sword.
19 And the children of Israel said 

unto him, We will go by the high 
way: and if I and my cattle drink 

of thy water, then I will a  pay for it: 
I will only, without doing any thing 
else, go through on my feet.
20 And he said, Thou shalt not 

go through. And Edom came out 
against him with much people, and 
with a strong hand.
21 Thus Edom refused to give Is-

rael passage through his border: 
wherefore Israel turned away from 
him.
22 ¶ And the children of Israel, 

even the whole congregation, jour-
neyed from Kadesh, and came unto 
mount Hor.
23 And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the 
a  coast of the land of Edom, saying,
24 Aaron shall be gathered unto 

his people: for he shall not enter 
into the land which I have given 
unto the children of Israel, because 
ye a  rebelled against my word at the 
water of Meribah.
25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his 

son, and bring them up unto mount  
Hor:
26 And strip Aaron of his garments, 

and put them upon Eleazar his son: 
and Aaron shall be gathered unto 
his people, and shall die there.
27 And Moses did as the LORD 

commanded: and they went up into 
mount Hor in the sight of all the 
congregation.
28 And Moses stripped Aaron of 

his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son; and a  Aaron died 
there in the top of the mount: and 
Moses and Eleazar came down from 
the mount.
29 And when all the congrega-

tion saw that Aaron was dead, they 
mourned for Aaron thirty days, even 
all the house of Israel.

 11 a Ps. 78:15 (15–16, 20).
  b 1 Ne. 17:29; 20:21;  

2 Ne. 25:20.
  c Isa. 48:21.
 12 a IE in not speaking to  

the rock, striking it 
instead.  
TG Unbelief.

  b TG Sanctification.
  c Deut. 31:2.

  d Deut. 4:26 (24–28);  
32:51.

 13 a IE Quarrel, Strife, 
Contention.  
Ex. 17:7;  
Deut. 33:8;  
Ezek. 47:19.

  b Ezek. 48:28.  
TG Strife.

 14 a Judg. 11:17.

 16 a Ex. 32:34.  
TG Angels.

 18 a HEB through me (i.e., 
through my land).

 19 a Deut. 2:28.
 23 a HEB border.
 24 a TG Rebellion.
 28 a Num. 33:38 (37–39);  

Deut. 10:6; 32:50.
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15 And every open vessel, which 
hath no covering bound upon it, is 
unclean.
16 And whosoever toucheth one 

that is slain with a sword in the 
open fields, or a dead body, or a 
bone of a man, or a grave, shall be 
unclean seven days.
17 And for an unclean person they 

shall take of the ashes of the burnt 
heifer of a  purification for sin, and 
running water shall be put thereto 
in a vessel:
18 And a clean person shall take 

a  hyssop, and dip it in the water, 
and sprinkle it upon the tent, and 
upon all the vessels, and upon the 
persons that were there, and upon 
him that touched a bone, or one 
slain, or one dead, or a grave:
19 And the clean  person shall sprin-

kle upon the unclean on the third 
day, and on the seventh day: and 
on the seventh day he shall purify 
himself, and wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and shall 
be clean at even.
20 But the man that shall be un-

clean, and shall not purify him-
self, that soul shall be cut off from 
among the congregation, because 
he hath defiled the sanctuary of 
the LORD: the water of separation 
hath not been sprinkled upon him; 
he is unclean.
21 And it shall be a perpetual 

statute unto them, that he that 
sprinkleth the water of separation 
shall wash his clothes; and he that 
toucheth the water of separation 
shall be unclean until even.
22 And whatsoever the unclean 

person toucheth shall be unclean; 
and the soul that toucheth it shall 
be unclean until even.

CHAPTER 20
Miriam dies—Moses smites a rock at 
Meribah and brings forth water—The 
king of Edom refuses to let Israel pass 

peacefully through his land—Aaron dies, 
and Eleazar becomes the high priest.
THEN came the children of Israel, 
even the whole congregation, into 
the desert of Zin in the first month: 
and the people abode in a  Kadesh; 
and Miriam died there, and was 
buried there.
2 And there was no water for the 

congregation: and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses 
and against Aaron.
3 And the people a  chode with Mo-

ses, and spake, saying, Would God 
that we had died when our breth-
ren died before the LORD!
4 And why have ye brought up the 

congregation of the LORD into this 
wilderness, that we and our cattle 
should die there?
5 And wherefore have ye made us 

to come up out of Egypt, to bring 
us in unto this evil place? it is no 
place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, 
or of pomegranates; neither is there 
any water to drink.
6 And Moses and Aaron went from 

the presence of the assembly unto 
the door of the a  tabernacle of the 
congregation, and they fell upon 
their faces: and the glory of the 
LORD appeared unto them.
7 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses, saying,
8 Take the a  rod, and gather thou 

the assembly together, thou, and 
Aaron thy brother, and b  speak ye 
unto the rock before their eyes; and 
it shall give forth his water, and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out  
of the rock: so thou shalt give the 
congregation and their beasts drink.
9 And Moses took the rod from 

before the LORD, as he commanded 
him.
10 And Moses and Aaron gathered 

the congregation together before the 
rock, and he said unto them, a  Hear 
now, ye rebels; must b  we fetch you 
water out of this rock?

 17 a TG Purification.
 18 a Ps. 51:7.
20 1 a Num. 27:14 (12–14);  

33:36.
 3 a OR contended (also 

   v. 13, for “strove”).  
Deut. 33:8.

 6 a HEB tent of meeting.
 8 a See JST Gen. 50:34 

(Appendix).  

Ex. 4:20.
  b Ex. 17:6 (6–7).
 10 a Ps. 106:33.
  b TG Rashness.
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15 And every open vessel, which 
hath no covering bound upon it, is 
unclean.
16 And whosoever toucheth one 

that is slain with a sword in the 
open fields, or a dead body, or a 
bone of a man, or a grave, shall be 
unclean seven days.
17 And for an unclean person they 

shall take of the ashes of the burnt 
heifer of a  purification for sin, and 
running water shall be put thereto 
in a vessel:
18 And a clean person shall take 

a  hyssop, and dip it in the water, 
and sprinkle it upon the tent, and 
upon all the vessels, and upon the 
persons that were there, and upon 
him that touched a bone, or one 
slain, or one dead, or a grave:
19 And the clean  person shall sprin-

kle upon the unclean on the third 
day, and on the seventh day: and 
on the seventh day he shall purify 
himself, and wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and shall 
be clean at even.
20 But the man that shall be un-

clean, and shall not purify him-
self, that soul shall be cut off from 
among the congregation, because 
he hath defiled the sanctuary of 
the LORD: the water of separation 
hath not been sprinkled upon him; 
he is unclean.
21 And it shall be a perpetual 

statute unto them, that he that 
sprinkleth the water of separation 
shall wash his clothes; and he that 
toucheth the water of separation 
shall be unclean until even.
22 And whatsoever the unclean 

person toucheth shall be unclean; 
and the soul that toucheth it shall 
be unclean until even.

CHAPTER 20
Miriam dies—Moses smites a rock at 
Meribah and brings forth water—The 
king of Edom refuses to let Israel pass 

peacefully through his land—Aaron dies, 
and Eleazar becomes the high priest.
THEN came the children of Israel, 
even the whole congregation, into 
the desert of Zin in the first month: 
and the people abode in a  Kadesh; 
and Miriam died there, and was 
buried there.
2 And there was no water for the 

congregation: and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses 
and against Aaron.
3 And the people a  chode with Mo-

ses, and spake, saying, Would God 
that we had died when our breth-
ren died before the LORD!
4 And why have ye brought up the 

congregation of the LORD into this 
wilderness, that we and our cattle 
should die there?
5 And wherefore have ye made us 

to come up out of Egypt, to bring 
us in unto this evil place? it is no 
place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, 
or of pomegranates; neither is there 
any water to drink.
6 And Moses and Aaron went from 

the presence of the assembly unto 
the door of the a  tabernacle of the 
congregation, and they fell upon 
their faces: and the glory of the 
LORD appeared unto them.
7 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses, saying,
8 Take the a  rod, and gather thou 

the assembly together, thou, and 
Aaron thy brother, and b  speak ye 
unto the rock before their eyes; and 
it shall give forth his water, and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out  
of the rock: so thou shalt give the 
congregation and their beasts drink.
9 And Moses took the rod from 

before the LORD, as he commanded 
him.
10 And Moses and Aaron gathered 

the congregation together before the 
rock, and he said unto them, a  Hear 
now, ye rebels; must b  we fetch you 
water out of this rock?

 17 a TG Purification.
 18 a Ps. 51:7.
20 1 a Num. 27:14 (12–14);  

33:36.
 3 a OR contended (also 

   v. 13, for “strove”).  
Deut. 33:8.

 6 a HEB tent of meeting.
 8 a See JST Gen. 50:34 

(Appendix).  

Ex. 4:20.
  b Ex. 17:6 (6–7).
 10 a Ps. 106:33.
  b TG Rashness.
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11 And Moses lifted up his hand, 
and with his rod he a  smote the 
b  rock twice: and the c  water came 
out abundantly, and the congre-
gation drank, and their beasts also.
12 ¶ And the LORD spake unto 

Moses and Aaron, Because ye a  be-
lieved me not, to b  sanctify me in 
the eyes of the children of Israel, 
therefore ye shall not c  bring this 
congregation into the d  land which 
I have given them.
13 This is the water of a  Meribah; 

because the children of Israel b strove 
with the LORD, and he was sancti-
fied in them.
14 ¶ And Moses a  sent messengers 

from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, 
Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou 
knowest all the travail that hath 
befallen us:
15 How our fathers went down 

into Egypt, and we have dwelt in 
Egypt a long time; and the Egyp-
tians vexed us, and our fathers:
16 And when we cried unto the 

LORD, he heard our voice, and sent 
an a angel, and hath brought us forth 
out of Egypt: and, behold, we are 
in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost 
of thy border:
17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through 

thy country: we will not pass 
through the fields, or through the 
vineyards, neither will we drink of 
the water of the wells: we will go 
by the king’s high way, we will not 
turn to the right hand nor to the left, 
until we have passed thy borders.
18 And Edom said unto him, Thou 

shalt not pass a  by me, lest I come 
out against thee with the sword.
19 And the children of Israel said 

unto him, We will go by the high 
way: and if I and my cattle drink 

of thy water, then I will a  pay for it: 
I will only, without doing any thing 
else, go through on my feet.
20 And he said, Thou shalt not 

go through. And Edom came out 
against him with much people, and 
with a strong hand.
21 Thus Edom refused to give Is-

rael passage through his border: 
wherefore Israel turned away from 
him.
22 ¶ And the children of Israel, 

even the whole congregation, jour-
neyed from Kadesh, and came unto 
mount Hor.
23 And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the 
a  coast of the land of Edom, saying,
24 Aaron shall be gathered unto 

his people: for he shall not enter 
into the land which I have given 
unto the children of Israel, because 
ye a  rebelled against my word at the 
water of Meribah.
25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his 

son, and bring them up unto mount  
Hor:
26 And strip Aaron of his garments, 

and put them upon Eleazar his son: 
and Aaron shall be gathered unto 
his people, and shall die there.
27 And Moses did as the LORD 

commanded: and they went up into 
mount Hor in the sight of all the 
congregation.
28 And Moses stripped Aaron of 

his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son; and a  Aaron died 
there in the top of the mount: and 
Moses and Eleazar came down from 
the mount.
29 And when all the congrega-

tion saw that Aaron was dead, they 
mourned for Aaron thirty days, even 
all the house of Israel.

 11 a Ps. 78:15 (15–16, 20).
  b 1 Ne. 17:29; 20:21;  

2 Ne. 25:20.
  c Isa. 48:21.
 12 a IE in not speaking to  

the rock, striking it 
instead.  
TG Unbelief.

  b TG Sanctification.
  c Deut. 31:2.

  d Deut. 4:26 (24–28);  
32:51.

 13 a IE Quarrel, Strife, 
Contention.  
Ex. 17:7;  
Deut. 33:8;  
Ezek. 47:19.

  b Ezek. 48:28.  
TG Strife.

 14 a Judg. 11:17.

 16 a Ex. 32:34.  
TG Angels.

 18 a HEB through me (i.e., 
through my land).

 19 a Deut. 2:28.
 23 a HEB border.
 24 a TG Rebellion.
 28 a Num. 33:38 (37–39);  

Deut. 10:6; 32:50.



226NUMBERS 20:11–29

11 And Moses lifted up his hand, 
and with his rod he a  smote the 
b  rock twice: and the c  water came 
out abundantly, and the congre-
gation drank, and their beasts also.
12 ¶ And the LORD spake unto 

Moses and Aaron, Because ye a  be-
lieved me not, to b  sanctify me in 
the eyes of the children of Israel, 
therefore ye shall not c  bring this 
congregation into the d  land which 
I have given them.
13 This is the water of a  Meribah; 

because the children of Israel b strove 
with the LORD, and he was sancti-
fied in them.
14 ¶ And Moses a  sent messengers 

from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, 
Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou 
knowest all the travail that hath 
befallen us:
15 How our fathers went down 

into Egypt, and we have dwelt in 
Egypt a long time; and the Egyp-
tians vexed us, and our fathers:
16 And when we cried unto the 

LORD, he heard our voice, and sent 
an a angel, and hath brought us forth 
out of Egypt: and, behold, we are 
in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost 
of thy border:
17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through 

thy country: we will not pass 
through the fields, or through the 
vineyards, neither will we drink of 
the water of the wells: we will go 
by the king’s high way, we will not 
turn to the right hand nor to the left, 
until we have passed thy borders.
18 And Edom said unto him, Thou 

shalt not pass a  by me, lest I come 
out against thee with the sword.
19 And the children of Israel said 

unto him, We will go by the high 
way: and if I and my cattle drink 

of thy water, then I will a  pay for it: 
I will only, without doing any thing 
else, go through on my feet.
20 And he said, Thou shalt not 

go through. And Edom came out 
against him with much people, and 
with a strong hand.
21 Thus Edom refused to give Is-

rael passage through his border: 
wherefore Israel turned away from 
him.
22 ¶ And the children of Israel, 

even the whole congregation, jour-
neyed from Kadesh, and came unto 
mount Hor.
23 And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the 
a  coast of the land of Edom, saying,
24 Aaron shall be gathered unto 

his people: for he shall not enter 
into the land which I have given 
unto the children of Israel, because 
ye a  rebelled against my word at the 
water of Meribah.
25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his 

son, and bring them up unto mount  
Hor:
26 And strip Aaron of his garments, 

and put them upon Eleazar his son: 
and Aaron shall be gathered unto 
his people, and shall die there.
27 And Moses did as the LORD 

commanded: and they went up into 
mount Hor in the sight of all the 
congregation.
28 And Moses stripped Aaron of 

his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son; and a  Aaron died 
there in the top of the mount: and 
Moses and Eleazar came down from 
the mount.
29 And when all the congrega-

tion saw that Aaron was dead, they 
mourned for Aaron thirty days, even 
all the house of Israel.

 11 a Ps. 78:15 (15–16, 20).
  b 1 Ne. 17:29; 20:21;  

2 Ne. 25:20.
  c Isa. 48:21.
 12 a IE in not speaking to  

the rock, striking it 
instead.  
TG Unbelief.

  b TG Sanctification.
  c Deut. 31:2.

  d Deut. 4:26 (24–28);  
32:51.

 13 a IE Quarrel, Strife, 
Contention.  
Ex. 17:7;  
Deut. 33:8;  
Ezek. 47:19.

  b Ezek. 48:28.  
TG Strife.

 14 a Judg. 11:17.

 16 a Ex. 32:34.  
TG Angels.

 18 a HEB through me (i.e., 
through my land).

 19 a Deut. 2:28.
 23 a HEB border.
 24 a TG Rebellion.
 28 a Num. 33:38 (37–39);  

Deut. 10:6; 32:50.

Numbers 27:14 
“For ye rebelled against my 
commandment in the desert of Zin, 
in the strife of the congregation, to 
sanctify me at the water before 
their eyes:”  

Deuteronomy 32:51-52 
“Because ye trespassed against me 
among the children of Israel at the 
waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the 
wilderness of Zin; because ye 
sancti!ed me not in the midst of the 
children of Israel.   Yet thou shalt see 
the land before thee; but thou shalt 
not go thither unto the land which I 
give the children of Israel.”



Deuteronomy 3:26 and 4:21 
An indication that God was angry with Moses for Israel’s sake. 
Moses may be taking upon him the sin of the Israelites murmuring 
so that they can proceed even if Moses will not. 

Doctrine and Covenants 84:23–25 
Both Moses and the higher priesthood were taken from Israel 
because of the people’s unworthiness, not Moses’.  

Alma 45:19 
Moses was translated when his mortal ministry was !nished. 
Moses was privileged to enter a land of promise far greater than 
the land of Canaan.
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15 And every open vessel, which 
hath no covering bound upon it, is 
unclean.
16 And whosoever toucheth one 

that is slain with a sword in the 
open fields, or a dead body, or a 
bone of a man, or a grave, shall be 
unclean seven days.
17 And for an unclean person they 

shall take of the ashes of the burnt 
heifer of a  purification for sin, and 
running water shall be put thereto 
in a vessel:
18 And a clean person shall take 

a  hyssop, and dip it in the water, 
and sprinkle it upon the tent, and 
upon all the vessels, and upon the 
persons that were there, and upon 
him that touched a bone, or one 
slain, or one dead, or a grave:
19 And the clean  person shall sprin-

kle upon the unclean on the third 
day, and on the seventh day: and 
on the seventh day he shall purify 
himself, and wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and shall 
be clean at even.
20 But the man that shall be un-

clean, and shall not purify him-
self, that soul shall be cut off from 
among the congregation, because 
he hath defiled the sanctuary of 
the LORD: the water of separation 
hath not been sprinkled upon him; 
he is unclean.
21 And it shall be a perpetual 

statute unto them, that he that 
sprinkleth the water of separation 
shall wash his clothes; and he that 
toucheth the water of separation 
shall be unclean until even.
22 And whatsoever the unclean 

person toucheth shall be unclean; 
and the soul that toucheth it shall 
be unclean until even.

CHAPTER 20
Miriam dies—Moses smites a rock at 
Meribah and brings forth water—The 
king of Edom refuses to let Israel pass 

peacefully through his land—Aaron dies, 
and Eleazar becomes the high priest.
THEN came the children of Israel, 
even the whole congregation, into 
the desert of Zin in the first month: 
and the people abode in a  Kadesh; 
and Miriam died there, and was 
buried there.
2 And there was no water for the 

congregation: and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses 
and against Aaron.
3 And the people a  chode with Mo-

ses, and spake, saying, Would God 
that we had died when our breth-
ren died before the LORD!
4 And why have ye brought up the 

congregation of the LORD into this 
wilderness, that we and our cattle 
should die there?
5 And wherefore have ye made us 

to come up out of Egypt, to bring 
us in unto this evil place? it is no 
place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, 
or of pomegranates; neither is there 
any water to drink.
6 And Moses and Aaron went from 

the presence of the assembly unto 
the door of the a  tabernacle of the 
congregation, and they fell upon 
their faces: and the glory of the 
LORD appeared unto them.
7 ¶ And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses, saying,
8 Take the a  rod, and gather thou 

the assembly together, thou, and 
Aaron thy brother, and b  speak ye 
unto the rock before their eyes; and 
it shall give forth his water, and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out  
of the rock: so thou shalt give the 
congregation and their beasts drink.
9 And Moses took the rod from 

before the LORD, as he commanded 
him.
10 And Moses and Aaron gathered 

the congregation together before the 
rock, and he said unto them, a  Hear 
now, ye rebels; must b  we fetch you 
water out of this rock?

 17 a TG Purification.
 18 a Ps. 51:7.
20 1 a Num. 27:14 (12–14);  

33:36.
 3 a OR contended (also 

   v. 13, for “strove”).  
Deut. 33:8.

 6 a HEB tent of meeting.
 8 a See JST Gen. 50:34 

(Appendix).  

Ex. 4:20.
  b Ex. 17:6 (6–7).
 10 a Ps. 106:33.
  b TG Rashness.
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11 And Moses lifted up his hand, 
and with his rod he a  smote the 
b  rock twice: and the c  water came 
out abundantly, and the congre-
gation drank, and their beasts also.
12 ¶ And the LORD spake unto 

Moses and Aaron, Because ye a  be-
lieved me not, to b  sanctify me in 
the eyes of the children of Israel, 
therefore ye shall not c  bring this 
congregation into the d  land which 
I have given them.
13 This is the water of a  Meribah; 

because the children of Israel b strove 
with the LORD, and he was sancti-
fied in them.
14 ¶ And Moses a  sent messengers 

from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, 
Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou 
knowest all the travail that hath 
befallen us:
15 How our fathers went down 

into Egypt, and we have dwelt in 
Egypt a long time; and the Egyp-
tians vexed us, and our fathers:
16 And when we cried unto the 

LORD, he heard our voice, and sent 
an a angel, and hath brought us forth 
out of Egypt: and, behold, we are 
in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost 
of thy border:
17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through 

thy country: we will not pass 
through the fields, or through the 
vineyards, neither will we drink of 
the water of the wells: we will go 
by the king’s high way, we will not 
turn to the right hand nor to the left, 
until we have passed thy borders.
18 And Edom said unto him, Thou 

shalt not pass a  by me, lest I come 
out against thee with the sword.
19 And the children of Israel said 

unto him, We will go by the high 
way: and if I and my cattle drink 

of thy water, then I will a  pay for it: 
I will only, without doing any thing 
else, go through on my feet.
20 And he said, Thou shalt not 

go through. And Edom came out 
against him with much people, and 
with a strong hand.
21 Thus Edom refused to give Is-

rael passage through his border: 
wherefore Israel turned away from 
him.
22 ¶ And the children of Israel, 

even the whole congregation, jour-
neyed from Kadesh, and came unto 
mount Hor.
23 And the LORD spake unto Mo-

ses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the 
a  coast of the land of Edom, saying,
24 Aaron shall be gathered unto 

his people: for he shall not enter 
into the land which I have given 
unto the children of Israel, because 
ye a  rebelled against my word at the 
water of Meribah.
25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his 

son, and bring them up unto mount  
Hor:
26 And strip Aaron of his garments, 

and put them upon Eleazar his son: 
and Aaron shall be gathered unto 
his people, and shall die there.
27 And Moses did as the LORD 

commanded: and they went up into 
mount Hor in the sight of all the 
congregation.
28 And Moses stripped Aaron of 

his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son; and a  Aaron died 
there in the top of the mount: and 
Moses and Eleazar came down from 
the mount.
29 And when all the congrega-

tion saw that Aaron was dead, they 
mourned for Aaron thirty days, even 
all the house of Israel.

 11 a Ps. 78:15 (15–16, 20).
  b 1 Ne. 17:29; 20:21;  

2 Ne. 25:20.
  c Isa. 48:21.
 12 a IE in not speaking to  

the rock, striking it 
instead.  
TG Unbelief.

  b TG Sanctification.
  c Deut. 31:2.

  d Deut. 4:26 (24–28);  
32:51.

 13 a IE Quarrel, Strife, 
Contention.  
Ex. 17:7;  
Deut. 33:8;  
Ezek. 47:19.

  b Ezek. 48:28.  
TG Strife.

 14 a Judg. 11:17.

 16 a Ex. 32:34.  
TG Angels.

 18 a HEB through me (i.e., 
through my land).

 19 a Deut. 2:28.
 23 a HEB border.
 24 a TG Rebellion.
 28 a Num. 33:38 (37–39);  

Deut. 10:6; 32:50.



Numbers 21
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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CHAPTER 21
The children of Israel destroy those Ca-
naanites who fight against them—The 
Israelites are plagued with fiery ser-
pents—Moses lifts up a serpent of brass 
to save those who look thereon—Israel 
defeats the Amorites, destroys the people 
of Bashan, and occupies their lands.
AND when a king b Arad the Canaanite, 
which dwelt in the c south, heard tell 
that Israel came by the way of d  the 
spies; then he fought against Israel, 
and took some of them prisoners.
2 And Israel vowed a a  vow unto 

the LORD, and said, If thou wilt 
indeed deliver this people into my 
hand, then I will utterly destroy 
their cities.
3 And the LORD hearkened to the 

voice of Israel, and delivered up 
the Canaanites; and they utterly 
a  destroyed them and their cities: 
and he called the name of the place 
b  Hormah.
4 ¶ And they journeyed from 

mount a  Hor by the way of the b  Red 
sea, to c  compass the land of Edom: 
and the soul of the people was much 
discouraged because of the way.
5 And the people a  spake against 

God, and against Moses, Where-
fore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for 
there is no bread, neither is there any 
water; and our soul loatheth this 
light bread.
6 And the LORD sent a  fiery b  ser-

pents among the people, and they 
bit the people; and much people 
of Israel died.
7 ¶ Therefore the people came to 

Moses, and said, We have a  sinned, 

for we have spoken against the 
LORD, and against thee; pray unto 
the LORD, that he take away the ser-
pents from us. And Moses b  prayed 
for the people.
8 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

a  Make thee a fiery serpent, and set 
it upon a pole: and it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall b live.
9 And Moses made a a  serpent of 

brass, and put it upon a pole, and it 
came to pass, that if a serpent had 
bitten any man, when he beheld 
the serpent of brass, he lived.
10 ¶ And the children of Israel set 

forward, and a  pitched in Oboth.
11 And they journeyed from 

Oboth, and pitched at Ije-abarim, 
in the wilderness which is a  before 
Moab, toward the sunrising.
12 ¶ From thence they removed, 

and pitched in the valley of Zared.
13 From thence they removed, 

and pitched on the other side of 
Arnon, which is in the wilderness 
that a cometh out of the coasts of the 
Amorites: for b  Arnon is the border 
of Moab, between Moab and the 
Amorites.
14 Wherefore it is said in the a book 

of the wars of the LORD, What he did 
in the Red sea, and in the brooks 
of Arnon,
15 And at the a stream of the brooks 

that goeth down to the dwelling 
of Ar, and lieth upon the border 
of Moab.
16 And from thence they went to 

a  Beer: that is the well whereof the 
LORD spake unto Moses, Gather 
the people together, and I will give 
them water.

21 1 a Num. 33:40.
  b HEB of Arad.
  c HEB Negev.
  d HEB Atharim (a place).
 2 a TG Vow.
 3 a Ps. 80:8 (8–10);  

Acts 13:19 (17–19);  
1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

  b IE Destruction.  
Josh. 12:14.

 4 a Num. 33:41 (41–42).
  b HEB Reed Sea (also 

v. 14).

  c OR go around.
 5 a 1 Cor. 10:5 (5–10).
 6 a OR poisonous.
  b Deut. 8:15 (1–20);  

1 Ne. 17:41 (40–42).
 7 a TG Confession.
  b 1 Sam. 7:5; Jer. 42:4;  

2 Ne. 33:3; Enos 1:9.  
TG Prayer.

 8 a TG Jesus Christ, Types 
of, in Anticipation;  
Symbolism.

  b TG Heal.

 9 a 1 Ne. 17:41;  
Alma 33:19 (18–22).

 10 a OR encamped (also 
vv. 11–13).

 11 a OR opposite.
 13 a OR extends from the 

boundary of.
  b Judg. 11:13;  

Isa. 16:2.
 14 a TG Scriptures, Lost.
 15 a HEB slopes of the 

valleys.
 16 a Judg. 9:21; Isa. 15:8.
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17 ¶ Then Israel sang this song, 
Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it:
18 The princes digged the well, 

the nobles of the people digged it, 
by the direction of the lawgiver, with 
their staves. And from the wilder-
ness they went to Mattanah:
19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: 

and from Nahaliel to Bamoth:
20 And from Bamoth in the valley, 

that is in the country of Moab, to 
the top of Pisgah, which a  looketh 
toward Jeshimon.
21 ¶ And Israel sent messengers 

unto a  Sihon king of the b  Amorites, 
saying,
22 Let me pass through thy land: 

we will not turn into the fields, 
or into the vineyards; we will not 
drink of the waters of the well: but 
we will go along by the king’s high 
way, until we be past thy borders.
23 And a  Sihon would not suffer 

Israel to pass through his b  border: 
but Sihon gathered all his people 
together, and went out against Israel 
into the wilderness: and he came 
to Jahaz, and fought against Israel.
24 And Israel a smote him with the 

edge of the sword, and possessed 
his land from b  Arnon unto Jabbok, 
even unto the children of Ammon: 
for the border of the children of 
Ammon was strong.
25 And Israel took all these a cities: 

and Israel dwelt in all the cities of 
the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in 
all the villages thereof.
26 For Heshbon was the city of Si-

hon the king of the Amorites, who 
had fought against the former king 
of Moab, and taken all his land out 
of his hand, even unto Arnon.
27 Wherefore they that speak in 

proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, 
let the city of Sihon be built and 
a  prepared:

28 For there is a fire gone out of 
a  Heshbon, a flame from the city 
of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of 
Moab, and the lords of the high 
places of Arnon.
29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art 

undone, O people of a  Chemosh: he 
hath given his sons that escaped, 
and his daughters, into captivity 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites.
30 We have shot at them; Hesh-

bon is perished even unto Dibon, 
and we have laid them waste even 
unto Nophah, which reacheth unto 
Medeba.
31 ¶ Thus Israel dwelt in the land 

of the Amorites.
32 And Moses sent to spy out 

a  Jaazer, and they took the villages 
thereof, and drove out the Amorites 
that were there.
33 ¶ And they turned and went 

up by the way of Bashan: and a  Og 
the king of Bashan went out against 
them, he, and all his people, to the 
battle at Edrei.
34 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Fear him not: for I have delivered 
him into thy hand, and all his peo-
ple, and his land; and thou shalt 
do to him as thou didst unto Sihon 
king of the a  Amorites, which dwelt 
at Heshbon.
35 So they a  smote him, and his 

sons, and all his people, until there 
was none left him alive: and they 
possessed his land.

CHAPTER 22
Balak offers money, cattle, and great 
honors to Balaam to curse Israel—The 
Lord forbids Balaam to do so—An an-
gel opposes Balaam on the way.
AND the children of Israel set for-
ward, and a  pitched in the plains of 
Moab b on this side Jordan by Jericho.

 20 a HEB overlooks the 
desert.

 21 a Josh. 12:2.
  b Josh. 24:8.
 23 a Deut. 1:4.
  b OR territory (also v. 22).
 24 a Deut. 2:33; 29:7 (7–8);  

Judg. 11:21;  
Ps. 135:11;  

Amos 2:9.
  b Deut. 3:16 (15–17);  

4:48 (47–49);  
Josh. 13:9 (7–12).

 25 a Deut. 2:19 (16–19);  
Judg. 11:13 (13–23).

 27 a OR established.
 28 a Jer. 48:45.
 29 a 1 Kgs. 11:7.

 32 a Isa. 16:8.
 33 a Deut. 1:4; 3:11 (10–11).
 34 a Josh. 2:10.
 35 a Deut. 3:3;  

Ps. 135:11.
22 1 a OR encamped.
  b IE across the Jordan 

from Jericho.
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CHAPTER 21
The children of Israel destroy those Ca-
naanites who fight against them—The 
Israelites are plagued with fiery ser-
pents—Moses lifts up a serpent of brass 
to save those who look thereon—Israel 
defeats the Amorites, destroys the people 
of Bashan, and occupies their lands.
AND when a king b Arad the Canaanite, 
which dwelt in the c south, heard tell 
that Israel came by the way of d  the 
spies; then he fought against Israel, 
and took some of them prisoners.
2 And Israel vowed a a  vow unto 

the LORD, and said, If thou wilt 
indeed deliver this people into my 
hand, then I will utterly destroy 
their cities.
3 And the LORD hearkened to the 

voice of Israel, and delivered up 
the Canaanites; and they utterly 
a  destroyed them and their cities: 
and he called the name of the place 
b  Hormah.
4 ¶ And they journeyed from 

mount a  Hor by the way of the b  Red 
sea, to c  compass the land of Edom: 
and the soul of the people was much 
discouraged because of the way.
5 And the people a  spake against 

God, and against Moses, Where-
fore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for 
there is no bread, neither is there any 
water; and our soul loatheth this 
light bread.
6 And the LORD sent a  fiery b  ser-

pents among the people, and they 
bit the people; and much people 
of Israel died.
7 ¶ Therefore the people came to 

Moses, and said, We have a  sinned, 

for we have spoken against the 
LORD, and against thee; pray unto 
the LORD, that he take away the ser-
pents from us. And Moses b  prayed 
for the people.
8 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

a  Make thee a fiery serpent, and set 
it upon a pole: and it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall b live.
9 And Moses made a a  serpent of 

brass, and put it upon a pole, and it 
came to pass, that if a serpent had 
bitten any man, when he beheld 
the serpent of brass, he lived.
10 ¶ And the children of Israel set 

forward, and a  pitched in Oboth.
11 And they journeyed from 

Oboth, and pitched at Ije-abarim, 
in the wilderness which is a  before 
Moab, toward the sunrising.
12 ¶ From thence they removed, 

and pitched in the valley of Zared.
13 From thence they removed, 

and pitched on the other side of 
Arnon, which is in the wilderness 
that a cometh out of the coasts of the 
Amorites: for b  Arnon is the border 
of Moab, between Moab and the 
Amorites.
14 Wherefore it is said in the a book 

of the wars of the LORD, What he did 
in the Red sea, and in the brooks 
of Arnon,
15 And at the a stream of the brooks 

that goeth down to the dwelling 
of Ar, and lieth upon the border 
of Moab.
16 And from thence they went to 

a  Beer: that is the well whereof the 
LORD spake unto Moses, Gather 
the people together, and I will give 
them water.

21 1 a Num. 33:40.
  b HEB of Arad.
  c HEB Negev.
  d HEB Atharim (a place).
 2 a TG Vow.
 3 a Ps. 80:8 (8–10);  

Acts 13:19 (17–19);  
1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

  b IE Destruction.  
Josh. 12:14.

 4 a Num. 33:41 (41–42).
  b HEB Reed Sea (also 

v. 14).

  c OR go around.
 5 a 1 Cor. 10:5 (5–10).
 6 a OR poisonous.
  b Deut. 8:15 (1–20);  

1 Ne. 17:41 (40–42).
 7 a TG Confession.
  b 1 Sam. 7:5; Jer. 42:4;  

2 Ne. 33:3; Enos 1:9.  
TG Prayer.

 8 a TG Jesus Christ, Types 
of, in Anticipation;  
Symbolism.

  b TG Heal.

 9 a 1 Ne. 17:41;  
Alma 33:19 (18–22).

 10 a OR encamped (also 
vv. 11–13).

 11 a OR opposite.
 13 a OR extends from the 

boundary of.
  b Judg. 11:13;  

Isa. 16:2.
 14 a TG Scriptures, Lost.
 15 a HEB slopes of the 

valleys.
 16 a Judg. 9:21; Isa. 15:8.
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21 1 a Num. 33:40.
  b HEB of Arad.
  c HEB Negev.
  d HEB Atharim (a place).
 2 a TG Vow.
 3 a Ps. 80:8 (8–10);  

Acts 13:19 (17–19);  
1 Ne. 17:35 (32–35).

  b IE Destruction.  
Josh. 12:14.

 4 a Num. 33:41 (41–42).
  b HEB Reed Sea (also 

v. 14).

  c OR go around.
 5 a 1 Cor. 10:5 (5–10).
 6 a OR poisonous.
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1 Ne. 17:41 (40–42).
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  b 1 Sam. 7:5; Jer. 42:4;  

2 Ne. 33:3; Enos 1:9.  
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 8 a TG Jesus Christ, Types 
of, in Anticipation;  
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  b TG Heal.

 9 a 1 Ne. 17:41;  
Alma 33:19 (18–22).
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John 3:14–15



Alma 33:19–22 
19 Behold, he was spoken of by Moses; yea, and behold a type was raised up in 
the wilderness, that whosoever would look upon it might live. And many did look 
and live. 
20 But few understood the meaning of those things, and this because of the 
hardness of their hearts. But there were many who were so hardened that they 
would not look, therefore they perished. Now the reason they would not look is 
because they did not believe that it would heal them. 
21 O my brethren, if ye could be healed by merely casting about your eyes that ye 
might be healed, would ye not behold quickly, or would ye rather harden your 
hearts in unbelief, and be slothful, that ye would not cast about your eyes, that ye 
might perish? 
22 If so, wo shall come upon you; but if not so, then cast about your eyes and 
begin to believe in the Son of God, that he will come to redeem his people, and 
that he shall su"er and die to atone for their sins; and that he shall rise again from 
the dead, which shall bring to pass the resurrection, that all men shall stand 
before him, to be judged at the last and judgment day, according to their works.
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  b IE Destruction.  
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  b HEB Reed Sea (also 

v. 14).
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TG Prayer.
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 9 a 1 Ne. 17:41;  
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228NUMBERS 21:17–22:1

17 ¶ Then Israel sang this song, 
Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it:
18 The princes digged the well, 

the nobles of the people digged it, 
by the direction of the lawgiver, with 
their staves. And from the wilder-
ness they went to Mattanah:
19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: 

and from Nahaliel to Bamoth:
20 And from Bamoth in the valley, 

that is in the country of Moab, to 
the top of Pisgah, which a  looketh 
toward Jeshimon.
21 ¶ And Israel sent messengers 

unto a  Sihon king of the b  Amorites, 
saying,
22 Let me pass through thy land: 

we will not turn into the fields, 
or into the vineyards; we will not 
drink of the waters of the well: but 
we will go along by the king’s high 
way, until we be past thy borders.
23 And a  Sihon would not suffer 

Israel to pass through his b  border: 
but Sihon gathered all his people 
together, and went out against Israel 
into the wilderness: and he came 
to Jahaz, and fought against Israel.
24 And Israel a smote him with the 

edge of the sword, and possessed 
his land from b  Arnon unto Jabbok, 
even unto the children of Ammon: 
for the border of the children of 
Ammon was strong.
25 And Israel took all these a cities: 

and Israel dwelt in all the cities of 
the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in 
all the villages thereof.
26 For Heshbon was the city of Si-

hon the king of the Amorites, who 
had fought against the former king 
of Moab, and taken all his land out 
of his hand, even unto Arnon.
27 Wherefore they that speak in 

proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, 
let the city of Sihon be built and 
a  prepared:

28 For there is a fire gone out of 
a  Heshbon, a flame from the city 
of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of 
Moab, and the lords of the high 
places of Arnon.
29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art 

undone, O people of a  Chemosh: he 
hath given his sons that escaped, 
and his daughters, into captivity 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites.
30 We have shot at them; Hesh-

bon is perished even unto Dibon, 
and we have laid them waste even 
unto Nophah, which reacheth unto 
Medeba.
31 ¶ Thus Israel dwelt in the land 

of the Amorites.
32 And Moses sent to spy out 

a  Jaazer, and they took the villages 
thereof, and drove out the Amorites 
that were there.
33 ¶ And they turned and went 

up by the way of Bashan: and a  Og 
the king of Bashan went out against 
them, he, and all his people, to the 
battle at Edrei.
34 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Fear him not: for I have delivered 
him into thy hand, and all his peo-
ple, and his land; and thou shalt 
do to him as thou didst unto Sihon 
king of the a  Amorites, which dwelt 
at Heshbon.
35 So they a  smote him, and his 

sons, and all his people, until there 
was none left him alive: and they 
possessed his land.

CHAPTER 22
Balak offers money, cattle, and great 
honors to Balaam to curse Israel—The 
Lord forbids Balaam to do so—An an-
gel opposes Balaam on the way.
AND the children of Israel set for-
ward, and a  pitched in the plains of 
Moab b on this side Jordan by Jericho.

 20 a HEB overlooks the 
desert.

 21 a Josh. 12:2.
  b Josh. 24:8.
 23 a Deut. 1:4.
  b OR territory (also v. 22).
 24 a Deut. 2:33; 29:7 (7–8);  

Judg. 11:21;  
Ps. 135:11;  

Amos 2:9.
  b Deut. 3:16 (15–17);  

4:48 (47–49);  
Josh. 13:9 (7–12).

 25 a Deut. 2:19 (16–19);  
Judg. 11:13 (13–23).

 27 a OR established.
 28 a Jer. 48:45.
 29 a 1 Kgs. 11:7.

 32 a Isa. 16:8.
 33 a Deut. 1:4; 3:11 (10–11).
 34 a Josh. 2:10.
 35 a Deut. 3:3;  

Ps. 135:11.
22 1 a OR encamped.
  b IE across the Jordan 

from Jericho.
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2 ¶ And a  Balak the son of Zippor 
saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites.
3 And Moab was sore afraid of the 

people, because they were many: 
and Moab was distressed because 
of the children of Israel.
4 And Moab said unto the elders 

of Midian, Now shall this company 
lick up all that are round about us, 
as the ox licketh up the grass of the 
field. And Balak the son of Zippor 
was king of the Moabites at that time.
5 He sent messengers therefore 

unto a  Balaam the son of Beor to 
Pethor, which is by the river of the 
land of the children of his people, to  
call him, saying, Behold, there is a 
people come out from Egypt: behold, 
they cover the face of the earth, and 
they abide over against me:
6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, 

curse me this people; for they are 
too mighty for me: peradventure 
I shall prevail, that we may smite 
them, and that I may drive them 
out of the land: for I a  wot that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and 
he whom thou cursest is cursed.
7 And the elders of Moab and the 

elders of Midian departed with the 
a  rewards of b  divination in their 
hand; and they came unto Balaam, 
and spake unto him the words of 
Balak.
8 And he said unto them, Lodge 

here this night, and I will bring 
you word again, as the LORD shall 
speak unto me: and the a  princes of 
Moab abode with Balaam.
9 And God came unto Balaam, and 

said, What men are these with thee?
10 And Balaam said unto God, 

Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab, hath sent unto me, saying,
11 Behold, there is a people come 

out of Egypt, which covereth the 
face of the earth: come now, curse 
me them; peradventure I shall be 
able to overcome them, and drive 
them out.

12 And God said unto Balaam, 
Thou shalt not go with them; thou 
shalt not curse the people: for they 
are blessed.
13 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and said unto the princes 
of Balak, Get you into your land: for 
the LORD refuseth to give me leave  
to go with you.
14 And the princes of Moab rose 

up, and they went unto Balak, 
and said, Balaam refuseth to come  
with us.
15 ¶ And Balak sent yet again 

princes, more, and more honour-
able than they.
16 And they came to Balaam, and 

said to him, Thus saith Balak the son 
of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, 
hinder thee from coming unto me:
17 For I will promote thee unto 

very great honour, and I will do 
whatsoever thou sayest unto me: 
come therefore, I pray thee, curse 
me this people.
18 And Balaam answered and said 

unto the servants of Balak, If Balak 
would give me his house full of sil-
ver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the word of the LORD my God, to 
do less or more.
19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry 

ye also here this night, that I may 
know what the LORD will say unto 
me more.
20 And God came unto Balaam 

at night, and said unto him, If the 
men come to call thee, rise up, and 
go with them; but yet the word 
which I shall say unto thee, that 
shalt thou do.
21 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and saddled his ass, and 
went with the princes of Moab.
22 ¶ And God’s anger was kindled 

because he went: and the angel of 
the LORD stood in the way for an 
adversary against him. Now he was 
riding upon his ass, and his two 
servants were with him.
23 And the ass a  saw the angel of  

 2 a Judg. 11:25;  
Micah 6:5.

 5 a Deut. 23:4;  
Neh. 13:2;  

2 Pet. 2:15.
 6 a OR know.
 7 a TG Selfishness.
  b Deut. 18:10.

 8 a HEB leaders, rulers (also 
vv. 13–15, 21, 35, 40).

 23 a 2 Kgs. 6:17.

228NUMBERS 21:17–22:1

17 ¶ Then Israel sang this song, 
Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it:
18 The princes digged the well, 

the nobles of the people digged it, 
by the direction of the lawgiver, with 
their staves. And from the wilder-
ness they went to Mattanah:
19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: 

and from Nahaliel to Bamoth:
20 And from Bamoth in the valley, 

that is in the country of Moab, to 
the top of Pisgah, which a  looketh 
toward Jeshimon.
21 ¶ And Israel sent messengers 

unto a  Sihon king of the b  Amorites, 
saying,
22 Let me pass through thy land: 

we will not turn into the fields, 
or into the vineyards; we will not 
drink of the waters of the well: but 
we will go along by the king’s high 
way, until we be past thy borders.
23 And a  Sihon would not suffer 

Israel to pass through his b  border: 
but Sihon gathered all his people 
together, and went out against Israel 
into the wilderness: and he came 
to Jahaz, and fought against Israel.
24 And Israel a smote him with the 

edge of the sword, and possessed 
his land from b  Arnon unto Jabbok, 
even unto the children of Ammon: 
for the border of the children of 
Ammon was strong.
25 And Israel took all these a cities: 

and Israel dwelt in all the cities of 
the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in 
all the villages thereof.
26 For Heshbon was the city of Si-

hon the king of the Amorites, who 
had fought against the former king 
of Moab, and taken all his land out 
of his hand, even unto Arnon.
27 Wherefore they that speak in 

proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, 
let the city of Sihon be built and 
a  prepared:

28 For there is a fire gone out of 
a  Heshbon, a flame from the city 
of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of 
Moab, and the lords of the high 
places of Arnon.
29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art 

undone, O people of a  Chemosh: he 
hath given his sons that escaped, 
and his daughters, into captivity 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites.
30 We have shot at them; Hesh-

bon is perished even unto Dibon, 
and we have laid them waste even 
unto Nophah, which reacheth unto 
Medeba.
31 ¶ Thus Israel dwelt in the land 

of the Amorites.
32 And Moses sent to spy out 

a  Jaazer, and they took the villages 
thereof, and drove out the Amorites 
that were there.
33 ¶ And they turned and went 

up by the way of Bashan: and a  Og 
the king of Bashan went out against 
them, he, and all his people, to the 
battle at Edrei.
34 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Fear him not: for I have delivered 
him into thy hand, and all his peo-
ple, and his land; and thou shalt 
do to him as thou didst unto Sihon 
king of the a  Amorites, which dwelt 
at Heshbon.
35 So they a  smote him, and his 

sons, and all his people, until there 
was none left him alive: and they 
possessed his land.

CHAPTER 22
Balak offers money, cattle, and great 
honors to Balaam to curse Israel—The 
Lord forbids Balaam to do so—An an-
gel opposes Balaam on the way.
AND the children of Israel set for-
ward, and a  pitched in the plains of 
Moab b on this side Jordan by Jericho.

 20 a HEB overlooks the 
desert.

 21 a Josh. 12:2.
  b Josh. 24:8.
 23 a Deut. 1:4.
  b OR territory (also v. 22).
 24 a Deut. 2:33; 29:7 (7–8);  

Judg. 11:21;  
Ps. 135:11;  

Amos 2:9.
  b Deut. 3:16 (15–17);  

4:48 (47–49);  
Josh. 13:9 (7–12).

 25 a Deut. 2:19 (16–19);  
Judg. 11:13 (13–23).

 27 a OR established.
 28 a Jer. 48:45.
 29 a 1 Kgs. 11:7.

 32 a Isa. 16:8.
 33 a Deut. 1:4; 3:11 (10–11).
 34 a Josh. 2:10.
 35 a Deut. 3:3;  

Ps. 135:11.
22 1 a OR encamped.
  b IE across the Jordan 

from Jericho.
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the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
the ass turned aside out of the 
way, and went into the field: and 
Balaam smote the ass, to turn her 
into the way.
24 But the angel of the LORD stood 

in a path of the vineyards, a wall 
being on this side, and a wall on 
that side.
25 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she thrust herself 
unto the wall, and crushed Balaam’s 
foot against the wall: and he smote 
her again.
26 And the angel of the LORD went 

further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left.
27 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she fell down un-
der Balaam: and Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he smote the ass 
with a staff.
28 And the LORD opened the mouth 

of the ass, and she said unto Ba-
laam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these 
three times?
29 And Balaam said unto the ass, 

Because thou hast mocked me: I 
would there were a sword in mine 
hand, for now would I a  kill thee.
30 And the a  ass said unto Balaam, 

Am not I thine ass, upon which thou 
hast ridden ever since I was thine 
unto this day ? was I ever b  wont to 
do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.
31 Then the LORD opened the eyes 

of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
he bowed down his head, and fell 
flat on his face.
32 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto him, Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? 
behold, I went out to withstand 
thee, because thy way is a  perverse 
before me:
33 And the ass saw me, and turned 

from me these three times: unless 
she had turned from me, surely 

now also I had slain thee, and saved 
her alive.
34 And Balaam said unto the an-

gel of the LORD, I have sinned; for 
I knew not that thou stoodest in 
the way against me: now therefore, 
if it displease thee, I will get me 
back again.
35 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto Balaam, Go with the men: but 
only the word that I shall speak 
unto thee, that thou shalt speak. 
So Balaam went with the princes 
of Balak.
36 ¶ And when Balak heard that 

Balaam was come, he went out to 
meet him unto a city of Moab, which 
is in the border of Arnon, which is 
in the utmost a  coast.
37 And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Did I not earnestly send unto thee 
to call thee? wherefore camest thou 
not unto me? am I not able indeed 
to promote thee to honour?
38 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now 
any power at all to say any thing? 
the word that God putteth in my 
mouth, that shall I speak.
39 And Balaam went with Balak, 

and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.
40 And Balak offered oxen and 

sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to 
the princes that were with him.
41 And it came to pass on the 

morrow, that Balak took Balaam, 
and brought him up into the high 
places of Baal, that thence he might 
see the utmost part of the people.

CHAPTER 23
The Lord commands Balaam to bless 
Israel—He does so, saying, Who can 
count the dust of Jacob? and, What 
hath God wrought!
AND Balaam said unto Balak, Build 
me here seven altars, and prepare 
me here a seven oxen and seven rams.
2 And Balak did as Balaam had spo-

ken; and Balak and Balaam offered  
on every altar a bullock and a ram.
3 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

 29 a TG Rashness.
 30 a 2 Pet. 2:16.

  b OR accustomed.
 32 a TG Stiffnecked.

 36 a OR boundary.
23 1 a 1 Chr. 15:26.



229 NUMBERS 22:2–23

2 ¶ And a  Balak the son of Zippor 
saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites.
3 And Moab was sore afraid of the 

people, because they were many: 
and Moab was distressed because 
of the children of Israel.
4 And Moab said unto the elders 

of Midian, Now shall this company 
lick up all that are round about us, 
as the ox licketh up the grass of the 
field. And Balak the son of Zippor 
was king of the Moabites at that time.
5 He sent messengers therefore 

unto a  Balaam the son of Beor to 
Pethor, which is by the river of the 
land of the children of his people, to  
call him, saying, Behold, there is a 
people come out from Egypt: behold, 
they cover the face of the earth, and 
they abide over against me:
6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, 

curse me this people; for they are 
too mighty for me: peradventure 
I shall prevail, that we may smite 
them, and that I may drive them 
out of the land: for I a  wot that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and 
he whom thou cursest is cursed.
7 And the elders of Moab and the 

elders of Midian departed with the 
a  rewards of b  divination in their 
hand; and they came unto Balaam, 
and spake unto him the words of 
Balak.
8 And he said unto them, Lodge 

here this night, and I will bring 
you word again, as the LORD shall 
speak unto me: and the a  princes of 
Moab abode with Balaam.
9 And God came unto Balaam, and 

said, What men are these with thee?
10 And Balaam said unto God, 

Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab, hath sent unto me, saying,
11 Behold, there is a people come 

out of Egypt, which covereth the 
face of the earth: come now, curse 
me them; peradventure I shall be 
able to overcome them, and drive 
them out.

12 And God said unto Balaam, 
Thou shalt not go with them; thou 
shalt not curse the people: for they 
are blessed.
13 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and said unto the princes 
of Balak, Get you into your land: for 
the LORD refuseth to give me leave  
to go with you.
14 And the princes of Moab rose 

up, and they went unto Balak, 
and said, Balaam refuseth to come  
with us.
15 ¶ And Balak sent yet again 

princes, more, and more honour-
able than they.
16 And they came to Balaam, and 

said to him, Thus saith Balak the son 
of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, 
hinder thee from coming unto me:
17 For I will promote thee unto 

very great honour, and I will do 
whatsoever thou sayest unto me: 
come therefore, I pray thee, curse 
me this people.
18 And Balaam answered and said 

unto the servants of Balak, If Balak 
would give me his house full of sil-
ver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the word of the LORD my God, to 
do less or more.
19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry 

ye also here this night, that I may 
know what the LORD will say unto 
me more.
20 And God came unto Balaam 

at night, and said unto him, If the 
men come to call thee, rise up, and 
go with them; but yet the word 
which I shall say unto thee, that 
shalt thou do.
21 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and saddled his ass, and 
went with the princes of Moab.
22 ¶ And God’s anger was kindled 

because he went: and the angel of 
the LORD stood in the way for an 
adversary against him. Now he was 
riding upon his ass, and his two 
servants were with him.
23 And the ass a  saw the angel of  

 2 a Judg. 11:25;  
Micah 6:5.

 5 a Deut. 23:4;  
Neh. 13:2;  

2 Pet. 2:15.
 6 a OR know.
 7 a TG Selfishness.
  b Deut. 18:10.

 8 a HEB leaders, rulers (also 
vv. 13–15, 21, 35, 40).

 23 a 2 Kgs. 6:17.

228NUMBERS 21:17–22:1

17 ¶ Then Israel sang this song, 
Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it:
18 The princes digged the well, 

the nobles of the people digged it, 
by the direction of the lawgiver, with 
their staves. And from the wilder-
ness they went to Mattanah:
19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: 

and from Nahaliel to Bamoth:
20 And from Bamoth in the valley, 

that is in the country of Moab, to 
the top of Pisgah, which a  looketh 
toward Jeshimon.
21 ¶ And Israel sent messengers 

unto a  Sihon king of the b  Amorites, 
saying,
22 Let me pass through thy land: 

we will not turn into the fields, 
or into the vineyards; we will not 
drink of the waters of the well: but 
we will go along by the king’s high 
way, until we be past thy borders.
23 And a  Sihon would not suffer 

Israel to pass through his b  border: 
but Sihon gathered all his people 
together, and went out against Israel 
into the wilderness: and he came 
to Jahaz, and fought against Israel.
24 And Israel a smote him with the 

edge of the sword, and possessed 
his land from b  Arnon unto Jabbok, 
even unto the children of Ammon: 
for the border of the children of 
Ammon was strong.
25 And Israel took all these a cities: 

and Israel dwelt in all the cities of 
the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in 
all the villages thereof.
26 For Heshbon was the city of Si-

hon the king of the Amorites, who 
had fought against the former king 
of Moab, and taken all his land out 
of his hand, even unto Arnon.
27 Wherefore they that speak in 

proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, 
let the city of Sihon be built and 
a  prepared:

28 For there is a fire gone out of 
a  Heshbon, a flame from the city 
of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of 
Moab, and the lords of the high 
places of Arnon.
29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art 

undone, O people of a  Chemosh: he 
hath given his sons that escaped, 
and his daughters, into captivity 
unto Sihon king of the Amorites.
30 We have shot at them; Hesh-

bon is perished even unto Dibon, 
and we have laid them waste even 
unto Nophah, which reacheth unto 
Medeba.
31 ¶ Thus Israel dwelt in the land 

of the Amorites.
32 And Moses sent to spy out 

a  Jaazer, and they took the villages 
thereof, and drove out the Amorites 
that were there.
33 ¶ And they turned and went 

up by the way of Bashan: and a  Og 
the king of Bashan went out against 
them, he, and all his people, to the 
battle at Edrei.
34 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Fear him not: for I have delivered 
him into thy hand, and all his peo-
ple, and his land; and thou shalt 
do to him as thou didst unto Sihon 
king of the a  Amorites, which dwelt 
at Heshbon.
35 So they a  smote him, and his 

sons, and all his people, until there 
was none left him alive: and they 
possessed his land.

CHAPTER 22
Balak offers money, cattle, and great 
honors to Balaam to curse Israel—The 
Lord forbids Balaam to do so—An an-
gel opposes Balaam on the way.
AND the children of Israel set for-
ward, and a  pitched in the plains of 
Moab b on this side Jordan by Jericho.

 20 a HEB overlooks the 
desert.

 21 a Josh. 12:2.
  b Josh. 24:8.
 23 a Deut. 1:4.
  b OR territory (also v. 22).
 24 a Deut. 2:33; 29:7 (7–8);  

Judg. 11:21;  
Ps. 135:11;  

Amos 2:9.
  b Deut. 3:16 (15–17);  

4:48 (47–49);  
Josh. 13:9 (7–12).

 25 a Deut. 2:19 (16–19);  
Judg. 11:13 (13–23).

 27 a OR established.
 28 a Jer. 48:45.
 29 a 1 Kgs. 11:7.

 32 a Isa. 16:8.
 33 a Deut. 1:4; 3:11 (10–11).
 34 a Josh. 2:10.
 35 a Deut. 3:3;  

Ps. 135:11.
22 1 a OR encamped.
  b IE across the Jordan 

from Jericho.
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the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
the ass turned aside out of the 
way, and went into the field: and 
Balaam smote the ass, to turn her 
into the way.
24 But the angel of the LORD stood 

in a path of the vineyards, a wall 
being on this side, and a wall on 
that side.
25 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she thrust herself 
unto the wall, and crushed Balaam’s 
foot against the wall: and he smote 
her again.
26 And the angel of the LORD went 

further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left.
27 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she fell down un-
der Balaam: and Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he smote the ass 
with a staff.
28 And the LORD opened the mouth 

of the ass, and she said unto Ba-
laam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these 
three times?
29 And Balaam said unto the ass, 

Because thou hast mocked me: I 
would there were a sword in mine 
hand, for now would I a  kill thee.
30 And the a  ass said unto Balaam, 

Am not I thine ass, upon which thou 
hast ridden ever since I was thine 
unto this day ? was I ever b  wont to 
do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.
31 Then the LORD opened the eyes 

of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
he bowed down his head, and fell 
flat on his face.
32 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto him, Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? 
behold, I went out to withstand 
thee, because thy way is a  perverse 
before me:
33 And the ass saw me, and turned 

from me these three times: unless 
she had turned from me, surely 

now also I had slain thee, and saved 
her alive.
34 And Balaam said unto the an-

gel of the LORD, I have sinned; for 
I knew not that thou stoodest in 
the way against me: now therefore, 
if it displease thee, I will get me 
back again.
35 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto Balaam, Go with the men: but 
only the word that I shall speak 
unto thee, that thou shalt speak. 
So Balaam went with the princes 
of Balak.
36 ¶ And when Balak heard that 

Balaam was come, he went out to 
meet him unto a city of Moab, which 
is in the border of Arnon, which is 
in the utmost a  coast.
37 And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Did I not earnestly send unto thee 
to call thee? wherefore camest thou 
not unto me? am I not able indeed 
to promote thee to honour?
38 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now 
any power at all to say any thing? 
the word that God putteth in my 
mouth, that shall I speak.
39 And Balaam went with Balak, 

and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.
40 And Balak offered oxen and 

sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to 
the princes that were with him.
41 And it came to pass on the 

morrow, that Balak took Balaam, 
and brought him up into the high 
places of Baal, that thence he might 
see the utmost part of the people.

CHAPTER 23
The Lord commands Balaam to bless 
Israel—He does so, saying, Who can 
count the dust of Jacob? and, What 
hath God wrought!
AND Balaam said unto Balak, Build 
me here seven altars, and prepare 
me here a seven oxen and seven rams.
2 And Balak did as Balaam had spo-

ken; and Balak and Balaam offered  
on every altar a bullock and a ram.
3 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

 29 a TG Rashness.
 30 a 2 Pet. 2:16.

  b OR accustomed.
 32 a TG Stiffnecked.

 36 a OR boundary.
23 1 a 1 Chr. 15:26.
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2 ¶ And a  Balak the son of Zippor 
saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites.
3 And Moab was sore afraid of the 

people, because they were many: 
and Moab was distressed because 
of the children of Israel.
4 And Moab said unto the elders 

of Midian, Now shall this company 
lick up all that are round about us, 
as the ox licketh up the grass of the 
field. And Balak the son of Zippor 
was king of the Moabites at that time.
5 He sent messengers therefore 

unto a  Balaam the son of Beor to 
Pethor, which is by the river of the 
land of the children of his people, to  
call him, saying, Behold, there is a 
people come out from Egypt: behold, 
they cover the face of the earth, and 
they abide over against me:
6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, 

curse me this people; for they are 
too mighty for me: peradventure 
I shall prevail, that we may smite 
them, and that I may drive them 
out of the land: for I a  wot that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and 
he whom thou cursest is cursed.
7 And the elders of Moab and the 

elders of Midian departed with the 
a  rewards of b  divination in their 
hand; and they came unto Balaam, 
and spake unto him the words of 
Balak.
8 And he said unto them, Lodge 

here this night, and I will bring 
you word again, as the LORD shall 
speak unto me: and the a  princes of 
Moab abode with Balaam.
9 And God came unto Balaam, and 

said, What men are these with thee?
10 And Balaam said unto God, 

Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab, hath sent unto me, saying,
11 Behold, there is a people come 

out of Egypt, which covereth the 
face of the earth: come now, curse 
me them; peradventure I shall be 
able to overcome them, and drive 
them out.

12 And God said unto Balaam, 
Thou shalt not go with them; thou 
shalt not curse the people: for they 
are blessed.
13 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and said unto the princes 
of Balak, Get you into your land: for 
the LORD refuseth to give me leave  
to go with you.
14 And the princes of Moab rose 

up, and they went unto Balak, 
and said, Balaam refuseth to come  
with us.
15 ¶ And Balak sent yet again 

princes, more, and more honour-
able than they.
16 And they came to Balaam, and 

said to him, Thus saith Balak the son 
of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, 
hinder thee from coming unto me:
17 For I will promote thee unto 

very great honour, and I will do 
whatsoever thou sayest unto me: 
come therefore, I pray thee, curse 
me this people.
18 And Balaam answered and said 

unto the servants of Balak, If Balak 
would give me his house full of sil-
ver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the word of the LORD my God, to 
do less or more.
19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry 

ye also here this night, that I may 
know what the LORD will say unto 
me more.
20 And God came unto Balaam 

at night, and said unto him, If the 
men come to call thee, rise up, and 
go with them; but yet the word 
which I shall say unto thee, that 
shalt thou do.
21 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and saddled his ass, and 
went with the princes of Moab.
22 ¶ And God’s anger was kindled 

because he went: and the angel of 
the LORD stood in the way for an 
adversary against him. Now he was 
riding upon his ass, and his two 
servants were with him.
23 And the ass a  saw the angel of  
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the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
the ass turned aside out of the 
way, and went into the field: and 
Balaam smote the ass, to turn her 
into the way.
24 But the angel of the LORD stood 

in a path of the vineyards, a wall 
being on this side, and a wall on 
that side.
25 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she thrust herself 
unto the wall, and crushed Balaam’s 
foot against the wall: and he smote 
her again.
26 And the angel of the LORD went 

further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left.
27 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she fell down un-
der Balaam: and Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he smote the ass 
with a staff.
28 And the LORD opened the mouth 

of the ass, and she said unto Ba-
laam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these 
three times?
29 And Balaam said unto the ass, 

Because thou hast mocked me: I 
would there were a sword in mine 
hand, for now would I a  kill thee.
30 And the a  ass said unto Balaam, 

Am not I thine ass, upon which thou 
hast ridden ever since I was thine 
unto this day ? was I ever b  wont to 
do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.
31 Then the LORD opened the eyes 

of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
he bowed down his head, and fell 
flat on his face.
32 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto him, Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? 
behold, I went out to withstand 
thee, because thy way is a  perverse 
before me:
33 And the ass saw me, and turned 

from me these three times: unless 
she had turned from me, surely 

now also I had slain thee, and saved 
her alive.
34 And Balaam said unto the an-

gel of the LORD, I have sinned; for 
I knew not that thou stoodest in 
the way against me: now therefore, 
if it displease thee, I will get me 
back again.
35 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto Balaam, Go with the men: but 
only the word that I shall speak 
unto thee, that thou shalt speak. 
So Balaam went with the princes 
of Balak.
36 ¶ And when Balak heard that 

Balaam was come, he went out to 
meet him unto a city of Moab, which 
is in the border of Arnon, which is 
in the utmost a  coast.
37 And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Did I not earnestly send unto thee 
to call thee? wherefore camest thou 
not unto me? am I not able indeed 
to promote thee to honour?
38 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now 
any power at all to say any thing? 
the word that God putteth in my 
mouth, that shall I speak.
39 And Balaam went with Balak, 

and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.
40 And Balak offered oxen and 

sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to 
the princes that were with him.
41 And it came to pass on the 

morrow, that Balak took Balaam, 
and brought him up into the high 
places of Baal, that thence he might 
see the utmost part of the people.

CHAPTER 23
The Lord commands Balaam to bless 
Israel—He does so, saying, Who can 
count the dust of Jacob? and, What 
hath God wrought!
AND Balaam said unto Balak, Build 
me here seven altars, and prepare 
me here a seven oxen and seven rams.
2 And Balak did as Balaam had spo-

ken; and Balak and Balaam offered  
on every altar a bullock and a ram.
3 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

 29 a TG Rashness.
 30 a 2 Pet. 2:16.

  b OR accustomed.
 32 a TG Stiffnecked.

 36 a OR boundary.
23 1 a 1 Chr. 15:26.
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2 ¶ And a  Balak the son of Zippor 
saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites.
3 And Moab was sore afraid of the 

people, because they were many: 
and Moab was distressed because 
of the children of Israel.
4 And Moab said unto the elders 

of Midian, Now shall this company 
lick up all that are round about us, 
as the ox licketh up the grass of the 
field. And Balak the son of Zippor 
was king of the Moabites at that time.
5 He sent messengers therefore 

unto a  Balaam the son of Beor to 
Pethor, which is by the river of the 
land of the children of his people, to  
call him, saying, Behold, there is a 
people come out from Egypt: behold, 
they cover the face of the earth, and 
they abide over against me:
6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, 

curse me this people; for they are 
too mighty for me: peradventure 
I shall prevail, that we may smite 
them, and that I may drive them 
out of the land: for I a  wot that he 
whom thou blessest is blessed, and 
he whom thou cursest is cursed.
7 And the elders of Moab and the 

elders of Midian departed with the 
a  rewards of b  divination in their 
hand; and they came unto Balaam, 
and spake unto him the words of 
Balak.
8 And he said unto them, Lodge 

here this night, and I will bring 
you word again, as the LORD shall 
speak unto me: and the a  princes of 
Moab abode with Balaam.
9 And God came unto Balaam, and 

said, What men are these with thee?
10 And Balaam said unto God, 

Balak the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab, hath sent unto me, saying,
11 Behold, there is a people come 

out of Egypt, which covereth the 
face of the earth: come now, curse 
me them; peradventure I shall be 
able to overcome them, and drive 
them out.

12 And God said unto Balaam, 
Thou shalt not go with them; thou 
shalt not curse the people: for they 
are blessed.
13 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and said unto the princes 
of Balak, Get you into your land: for 
the LORD refuseth to give me leave  
to go with you.
14 And the princes of Moab rose 

up, and they went unto Balak, 
and said, Balaam refuseth to come  
with us.
15 ¶ And Balak sent yet again 

princes, more, and more honour-
able than they.
16 And they came to Balaam, and 

said to him, Thus saith Balak the son 
of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, 
hinder thee from coming unto me:
17 For I will promote thee unto 

very great honour, and I will do 
whatsoever thou sayest unto me: 
come therefore, I pray thee, curse 
me this people.
18 And Balaam answered and said 

unto the servants of Balak, If Balak 
would give me his house full of sil-
ver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the word of the LORD my God, to 
do less or more.
19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry 

ye also here this night, that I may 
know what the LORD will say unto 
me more.
20 And God came unto Balaam 

at night, and said unto him, If the 
men come to call thee, rise up, and 
go with them; but yet the word 
which I shall say unto thee, that 
shalt thou do.
21 And Balaam rose up in the 

morning, and saddled his ass, and 
went with the princes of Moab.
22 ¶ And God’s anger was kindled 

because he went: and the angel of 
the LORD stood in the way for an 
adversary against him. Now he was 
riding upon his ass, and his two 
servants were with him.
23 And the ass a  saw the angel of  

 2 a Judg. 11:25;  
Micah 6:5.

 5 a Deut. 23:4;  
Neh. 13:2;  

2 Pet. 2:15.
 6 a OR know.
 7 a TG Selfishness.
  b Deut. 18:10.

 8 a HEB leaders, rulers (also 
vv. 13–15, 21, 35, 40).

 23 a 2 Kgs. 6:17.
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the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
the ass turned aside out of the 
way, and went into the field: and 
Balaam smote the ass, to turn her 
into the way.
24 But the angel of the LORD stood 

in a path of the vineyards, a wall 
being on this side, and a wall on 
that side.
25 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she thrust herself 
unto the wall, and crushed Balaam’s 
foot against the wall: and he smote 
her again.
26 And the angel of the LORD went 

further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left.
27 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she fell down un-
der Balaam: and Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he smote the ass 
with a staff.
28 And the LORD opened the mouth 

of the ass, and she said unto Ba-
laam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these 
three times?
29 And Balaam said unto the ass, 

Because thou hast mocked me: I 
would there were a sword in mine 
hand, for now would I a  kill thee.
30 And the a  ass said unto Balaam, 

Am not I thine ass, upon which thou 
hast ridden ever since I was thine 
unto this day ? was I ever b  wont to 
do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.
31 Then the LORD opened the eyes 

of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
he bowed down his head, and fell 
flat on his face.
32 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto him, Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? 
behold, I went out to withstand 
thee, because thy way is a  perverse 
before me:
33 And the ass saw me, and turned 

from me these three times: unless 
she had turned from me, surely 

now also I had slain thee, and saved 
her alive.
34 And Balaam said unto the an-

gel of the LORD, I have sinned; for 
I knew not that thou stoodest in 
the way against me: now therefore, 
if it displease thee, I will get me 
back again.
35 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto Balaam, Go with the men: but 
only the word that I shall speak 
unto thee, that thou shalt speak. 
So Balaam went with the princes 
of Balak.
36 ¶ And when Balak heard that 

Balaam was come, he went out to 
meet him unto a city of Moab, which 
is in the border of Arnon, which is 
in the utmost a  coast.
37 And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Did I not earnestly send unto thee 
to call thee? wherefore camest thou 
not unto me? am I not able indeed 
to promote thee to honour?
38 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now 
any power at all to say any thing? 
the word that God putteth in my 
mouth, that shall I speak.
39 And Balaam went with Balak, 

and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.
40 And Balak offered oxen and 

sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to 
the princes that were with him.
41 And it came to pass on the 

morrow, that Balak took Balaam, 
and brought him up into the high 
places of Baal, that thence he might 
see the utmost part of the people.

CHAPTER 23
The Lord commands Balaam to bless 
Israel—He does so, saying, Who can 
count the dust of Jacob? and, What 
hath God wrought!
AND Balaam said unto Balak, Build 
me here seven altars, and prepare 
me here a seven oxen and seven rams.
2 And Balak did as Balaam had spo-

ken; and Balak and Balaam offered  
on every altar a bullock and a ram.
3 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

 29 a TG Rashness.
 30 a 2 Pet. 2:16.

  b OR accustomed.
 32 a TG Stiffnecked.

 36 a OR boundary.
23 1 a 1 Chr. 15:26.
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Stand by thy burnt offering, and I 
will go: peradventure the LORD will 
come to meet me: and whatsoever 
he sheweth me I will tell thee. And 
he went to a  an high place.
4 And God met Balaam: and he said 

unto him, I have prepared seven al-
tars, and I have offered upon every 
altar a bullock and a ram.
5 And the LORD put a word in Ba-

laam’s mouth, and said, Return unto 
Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.
6 And he returned unto him, and, 

lo, he stood by his burnt sacrifice, 
he, and all the princes of Moab.
7 And he took up his parable, 

and said, Balak the king of Moab 
hath brought me from Aram, out 
of the mountains of the east, saying, 
Come, curse me Jacob, and come, 
a  defy Israel.
8 How shall I curse, whom God 

hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, 
whom the LORD hath not defied?
9 For from the top of the rocks I 

see him, and from the hills I behold 
him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, 
and shall not be reckoned among 
the nations.
10 Who can count the dust of Ja-

cob, and the number of the fourth 
part of Israel? Let me die the a  death 
of the righteous, and let my last end 
be like his!
11 And Balak said unto a  Balaam, 

What hast thou done unto me? I 
took thee to b  curse mine enemies, 
and, behold, thou hast blessed them 
altogether.
12 And he answered and said, Must 

I not take heed to speak that which 
the LORD hath put in my mouth?
13 And Balak said unto him, Come, 

I pray thee, with me unto another 
place, from whence thou mayest 
see them: thou shalt see but the 
utmost part of them, and shalt not 
see them all: and curse me them 
from thence.

14 ¶ And he brought him into 
a  the field of Zophim, to b  the top 
of Pisgah, and built seven altars, 
and off ered a bullock and a ram 
on every altar.
15 And he said unto Balak, Stand 

here by thy burnt offering, while I 
meet the LORD yonder.
16 And the LORD met Balaam, and 

put a word in his mouth, and said, 
Go again unto Balak, and say thus.
17 And when he came to him, be-

hold, he stood by his burnt offering, 
and the princes of Moab with him. 
And Balak said unto him, What 
hath the LORD spoken?
18 And he took up his parable, and  

said, Rise up, Balak, and hear; heark- 
en unto me, thou son of Zippor:
19 God is not a man, that he should 

a  lie; neither the son of man, that he 
should b  repent: hath he said, and 
shall he not do it? or hath he c  spo-
ken, and shall he not make it good?
20 Behold, I have received com-

mandment to bless: and he hath 
blessed; and I cannot reverse it.
21 He hath not beheld iniquity in 

Jacob, neither hath he seen perverse-
ness in Israel: the LORD his God is 
with him, and the shout of a king 
is among them.
22 God brought them out of Egypt; 

he hath as it were the strength of 
a  an unicorn.
23 Surely there is no enchantment 

against Jacob, neither is there any 
divination against Israel: accord-
ing to this time it shall be said of 
Jacob and of Israel, What hath God 
wrought!
24 Behold, the people shall rise 

up as a great lion, and lift up him-
self as a young lion: he shall not lie 
down until he eat of the prey, and 
drink the blood of the slain.
25 ¶ And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Neither curse them at all, nor bless 
them at all.

 3 a HEB a bare hill.
 7 a HEB denounce (also v. 8).
 10 a TG Death.
 11 a Neh. 13:2.
  b Deut. 23:5.

 14 a HEB a lookout point.
  b HEB the summit.
 19 a TG Lying.
  b Ex. 32:14;  

Deut. 32:36;  

Isa. 31:2;  
Amos 7:3 (3, 6).  
TG God, Perfection of.

  c Isa. 46:11.
 22 a HEB a wild ox.

232NUMBERS 23:26–24:16

26 But Balaam answered and said 
unto Balak, Told not I thee, saying, 
All that the LORD speaketh, that I 
must do?
27 ¶ And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee 
unto another place; peradventure 
it will please God that thou mayest 
curse me them from thence.
28 And Balak brought Balaam 

unto the top of Peor, that a  looketh 
toward Jeshimon.
29 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Build me here seven altars, and 
prepare me here seven bullocks 
and seven rams.
30 And Balak did as Balaam had 

said, and offered a bullock and a 
ram on every altar.

CHAPTER 24
Balaam sees in vision and prophesies  
of the destiny of Israel—He prophesies 
of the Messiah: There will come a Star 
out of Jacob, and a Sceptre will rise 
out of Israel.
AND when Balaam saw that it 
a  pleased the LORD to bless Israel, 
he went not, as at other times, to 
seek for enchantments, but he set 
his face toward the wilderness.
2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes, 

and he saw Israel abiding in his tents 
according to their a  tribes; and the 
spirit of God came upon him.
3 And he took up his a parable, and 

said, Balaam the son of Beor hath 
said, and the man whose eyes are 
open hath said:
4 He hath said, which heard the 

words of God, which saw the a  vi-
sion of the Almighty, falling into 
a trance, but having his eyes open:
5 How goodly are thy tents, O 

Jacob, and thy a  tabernacles, O  
Israel!
6 As the valleys are they spread 

forth, as gardens by the river’s side, 

as the a  trees of lign aloes which the 
LORD hath planted, and as cedar 
trees beside the waters.
7 a  He shall pour the water out of 

his buckets, and his seed shall be in 
many waters, and his king shall be 
higher than b Agag, and his kingdom 
shall be exalted.
8 God brought him forth out 

of Egypt; he hath as it were the 
strength of an unicorn: he shall eat 
up the nations his enemies, and shall 
a break their bones, and b pierce them 
through with his arrows.
9 He couched, he lay down as 

a a  lion, and as a great lion: who 
shall stir him up? Blessed is he that  
bles seth thee, and cursed is he that 
curseth thee.
10 ¶ And Balak’s anger was kin-

dled against Balaam, and he smote 
his hands together: and Balak said 
unto Balaam, I called thee to curse 
mine enemies, and, behold, thou 
hast altogether blessed them these 
three times.
11 Therefore now flee thou to thy 

place: I thought to promote thee 
unto great honour; but, lo, the LORD 
hath kept thee back from honour.
12 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Spake I not also to thy messen-
gers which thou sentest unto me,  
saying,
13 If Balak would give me his house 

full of silver and gold, I cannot go 
beyond the commandment of the 
LORD, to do either good or bad of 
mine own a mind; but what the LORD 
saith, that will I b  speak?
14 And now, behold, I go unto my 

people: come therefore, and I will a ad-
vertise thee what this people shall 
do to thy people in the latter days.
15 ¶ And he took up his parable, 

and said, Balaam the son of Beor 
hath said, and the man whose eyes 
are open hath said:
16 He hath said, which heard the 

 28 a HEB overlooks the 
desert.

24 1 a D&C 41:1; 76:5.
 2 a Num. 2:2 (2–31).
 3 a IE figurative discourse.
 4 a TG Vision.

 5 a OR dwellings.
 6 a Ps. 104:16 (16–17).
 7 a HEB Water shall flow 

from his branches.
  b IE the Amalekites.
 8 a Jer. 50:17.

  b Jer. 50:9.
 9 a Gen. 49:9.
 13 a TG Mind.
  b Ezek. 2:7 (6–8).
 14 a HEB tell.

230NUMBERS 22:24–23:3

the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
the ass turned aside out of the 
way, and went into the field: and 
Balaam smote the ass, to turn her 
into the way.
24 But the angel of the LORD stood 

in a path of the vineyards, a wall 
being on this side, and a wall on 
that side.
25 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she thrust herself 
unto the wall, and crushed Balaam’s 
foot against the wall: and he smote 
her again.
26 And the angel of the LORD went 

further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left.
27 And when the ass saw the an-

gel of the LORD, she fell down un-
der Balaam: and Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he smote the ass 
with a staff.
28 And the LORD opened the mouth 

of the ass, and she said unto Ba-
laam, What have I done unto thee, 
that thou hast smitten me these 
three times?
29 And Balaam said unto the ass, 

Because thou hast mocked me: I 
would there were a sword in mine 
hand, for now would I a  kill thee.
30 And the a  ass said unto Balaam, 

Am not I thine ass, upon which thou 
hast ridden ever since I was thine 
unto this day ? was I ever b  wont to 
do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.
31 Then the LORD opened the eyes 

of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way, and 
his sword drawn in his hand: and 
he bowed down his head, and fell 
flat on his face.
32 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto him, Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? 
behold, I went out to withstand 
thee, because thy way is a  perverse 
before me:
33 And the ass saw me, and turned 

from me these three times: unless 
she had turned from me, surely 

now also I had slain thee, and saved 
her alive.
34 And Balaam said unto the an-

gel of the LORD, I have sinned; for 
I knew not that thou stoodest in 
the way against me: now therefore, 
if it displease thee, I will get me 
back again.
35 And the angel of the LORD said 

unto Balaam, Go with the men: but 
only the word that I shall speak 
unto thee, that thou shalt speak. 
So Balaam went with the princes 
of Balak.
36 ¶ And when Balak heard that 

Balaam was come, he went out to 
meet him unto a city of Moab, which 
is in the border of Arnon, which is 
in the utmost a  coast.
37 And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Did I not earnestly send unto thee 
to call thee? wherefore camest thou 
not unto me? am I not able indeed 
to promote thee to honour?
38 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now 
any power at all to say any thing? 
the word that God putteth in my 
mouth, that shall I speak.
39 And Balaam went with Balak, 

and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.
40 And Balak offered oxen and 

sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to 
the princes that were with him.
41 And it came to pass on the 

morrow, that Balak took Balaam, 
and brought him up into the high 
places of Baal, that thence he might 
see the utmost part of the people.

CHAPTER 23
The Lord commands Balaam to bless 
Israel—He does so, saying, Who can 
count the dust of Jacob? and, What 
hath God wrought!
AND Balaam said unto Balak, Build 
me here seven altars, and prepare 
me here a seven oxen and seven rams.
2 And Balak did as Balaam had spo-

ken; and Balak and Balaam offered  
on every altar a bullock and a ram.
3 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

 29 a TG Rashness.
 30 a 2 Pet. 2:16.

  b OR accustomed.
 32 a TG Stiffnecked.

 36 a OR boundary.
23 1 a 1 Chr. 15:26.
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26 But Balaam answered and said 
unto Balak, Told not I thee, saying, 
All that the LORD speaketh, that I 
must do?
27 ¶ And Balak said unto Balaam, 

Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee 
unto another place; peradventure 
it will please God that thou mayest 
curse me them from thence.
28 And Balak brought Balaam 

unto the top of Peor, that a  looketh 
toward Jeshimon.
29 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Build me here seven altars, and 
prepare me here seven bullocks 
and seven rams.
30 And Balak did as Balaam had 

said, and offered a bullock and a 
ram on every altar.

CHAPTER 24
Balaam sees in vision and prophesies  
of the destiny of Israel—He prophesies 
of the Messiah: There will come a Star 
out of Jacob, and a Sceptre will rise 
out of Israel.
AND when Balaam saw that it 
a  pleased the LORD to bless Israel, 
he went not, as at other times, to 
seek for enchantments, but he set 
his face toward the wilderness.
2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes, 

and he saw Israel abiding in his tents 
according to their a  tribes; and the 
spirit of God came upon him.
3 And he took up his a parable, and 

said, Balaam the son of Beor hath 
said, and the man whose eyes are 
open hath said:
4 He hath said, which heard the 

words of God, which saw the a  vi-
sion of the Almighty, falling into 
a trance, but having his eyes open:
5 How goodly are thy tents, O 

Jacob, and thy a  tabernacles, O  
Israel!
6 As the valleys are they spread 

forth, as gardens by the river’s side, 

as the a  trees of lign aloes which the 
LORD hath planted, and as cedar 
trees beside the waters.
7 a  He shall pour the water out of 

his buckets, and his seed shall be in 
many waters, and his king shall be 
higher than b Agag, and his kingdom 
shall be exalted.
8 God brought him forth out 

of Egypt; he hath as it were the 
strength of an unicorn: he shall eat 
up the nations his enemies, and shall 
a break their bones, and b pierce them 
through with his arrows.
9 He couched, he lay down as 

a a  lion, and as a great lion: who 
shall stir him up? Blessed is he that  
bles seth thee, and cursed is he that 
curseth thee.
10 ¶ And Balak’s anger was kin-

dled against Balaam, and he smote 
his hands together: and Balak said 
unto Balaam, I called thee to curse 
mine enemies, and, behold, thou 
hast altogether blessed them these 
three times.
11 Therefore now flee thou to thy 

place: I thought to promote thee 
unto great honour; but, lo, the LORD 
hath kept thee back from honour.
12 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Spake I not also to thy messen-
gers which thou sentest unto me,  
saying,
13 If Balak would give me his house 

full of silver and gold, I cannot go 
beyond the commandment of the 
LORD, to do either good or bad of 
mine own a mind; but what the LORD 
saith, that will I b  speak?
14 And now, behold, I go unto my 

people: come therefore, and I will a ad-
vertise thee what this people shall 
do to thy people in the latter days.
15 ¶ And he took up his parable, 

and said, Balaam the son of Beor 
hath said, and the man whose eyes 
are open hath said:
16 He hath said, which heard the 

 28 a HEB overlooks the 
desert.

24 1 a D&C 41:1; 76:5.
 2 a Num. 2:2 (2–31).
 3 a IE figurative discourse.
 4 a TG Vision.

 5 a OR dwellings.
 6 a Ps. 104:16 (16–17).
 7 a HEB Water shall flow 

from his branches.
  b IE the Amalekites.
 8 a Jer. 50:17.

  b Jer. 50:9.
 9 a Gen. 49:9.
 13 a TG Mind.
  b Ezek. 2:7 (6–8).
 14 a HEB tell.
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words of God, and knew the knowl-
edge of the most High, which saw the 
vision of the Almighty, falling into 
a trance, but having his eyes open:
17 I shall see him, but a  not now: 

I shall behold him, but not nigh: 
there shall come a b  Star out of Ja-
cob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of 
Israel, and shall smite the corners 
of c  Moab, and destroy all the chil-
dren of Sheth.
18 And a  Edom shall be a posses-

sion, Seir also shall be a possession 
for his enemies; and Israel shall do 
valiantly.
19 Out of Jacob shall come he that 

shall have dominion, and shall de-
stroy him that remaineth of the city.
20 ¶ And when he looked on Ama-

lek, he took up his parable, and 
said, a  Amalek was the first of the 
nations; but his latter end shall be 
that he perish for ever.
21 And he looked on the Kenites, 

and took up his parable, and said, 
Strong is thy dwellingplace, and 
thou puttest thy nest in a rock.
22 Nevertheless the Kenite shall 

be wasted, until Asshur shall carry 
thee away captive.
23 And he took up his parable, 

and said, Alas, who shall live when 
God doeth this!
24 And ships shall come from the 

coast of a  Chittim, and shall afflict 
Asshur, and shall afflict Eber, and 
he also shall perish for ever.
25 And Balaam rose up, and went 

and returned to his place: and Balak 
also went his way.

CHAPTER 25
The Israelites who worship false gods 
are slain—Phinehas slays the adul-
terers and stays the plague—Israel is 
commanded to vex the Midianites who 
beguiled them.

AND Israel abode in Shittim, and the 
people began to commit a whoredom 
with the daughters of Moab.
2 And they a called the people unto 

the b sacrifices of their gods: and the 
people did eat, and bowed down to 
their gods.
3 And Israel joined himself unto 

a  Baal-peor: and the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against Israel.
4 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Take all the a  heads of the people, 
and hang them up before the LORD 
b  against the sun, that the c  fierce 
anger of the LORD may be turned 
away from Israel.
5 And Moses said unto the judges 

of Israel, a  Slay ye every one his 
men that were joined unto b  Baal- 
peor.
6 ¶ And, behold, one of the chil-
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Numbers 25:1–3 
1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to 
commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab. 
2 And they called the people unto the sacri!ces of their gods: 
and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods. 
3 And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor: and the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against Israel.

Revelation 2:14 
14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast 
there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught 
Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to 
eat things sacri!ced unto idols, and to commit fornication. 

IE The idol at Peor (a mountain 
in Moab). Hosea 9:10.
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