


Old Testament Institute Manual 

During his forty-day fast upon the mount, Moses received every detail needed for the 
construction of a tabernacle, a house of the Lord, where Israel could come and receive 
the keys of salvation and exaltation. 

The tie between this tabernacle and latter-day temples is unmistakable. Like modern 
temples, the tabernacle was to be a house wherein “every needful thing” could be 
found (D&C 109:15). It would be a house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, 
a house of glory and of God, so that “all the incomings of thy people, into this house, 
may be in the name of the Lord; that all their outgoings from this house may be in the 
name of the Lord” (D&C 109:16–18; see also Leviticus 9:23; 10:8–11). Thus, through the 
power of revelation, Israel could be “taught words of wisdom” and “seek learning even 
by study, and also by faith” (D&C 109:14). 

Deep meaning is associated with the physical dimensions and plan of the tabernacle. 
They were meant to re!ect spiritual patterns that are also re!ected in temples today. 
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136EXODUS 35:1–22

CHAPTER 35
Israel is admonished to observe the 
Sabbath—Free gifts are offered for the 
tabernacle—The calls and inspiration 
of certain artisans are confirmed.
AND Moses gathered all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel to-
gether, and said unto them, These 
are the words which the LORD hath 
commanded, that ye should do them.
2 a  Six days shall b  work be done, 

but on the seventh day there shall 
be to you an holy day, a c  sabbath of 
rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth 
work therein shall be put to d death.
3 Ye shall a  kindle no fire through-

out your habitations upon the sab-
bath day.
4 ¶ And Moses spake unto all the 

congregation of the children of Is-
rael, saying, This is the thing which 
the LORD a  commanded, saying,
5 Take ye from among you an off-

ering unto the LORD: whosoever is 
of a a  willing heart, let him bring it, 
an offering of the LORD; gold, and 
silver, and brass,
6 And blue, and purple, and scar-

let, and fine linen, and goats’ hair,
7 And rams’ skins dyed red, and 

badgers’ skins, and a  shittim wood,
8 And oil for the light, and spices 

for anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense,
9 And onyx stones, and stones to 

be set for the a  ephod, and for the 
breastplate.
10 And a every wise hearted among 

you shall come, and make all that 
the LORD hath commanded;
11 The a  tabernacle, his tent, and 

his covering, b  his taches, and his 
boards, his bars, his pillars, and 
his sockets,
12 The a ark, and the staves thereof, 

with the mercy seat, and the veil of 
the covering,
13 The a  table, and his staves, and 

all b his vessels, and the c shewbread,
14 The a  candlestick also for the 

light, and his furniture, and his 
lamps, with the b  oil for the light,
15 And the a  incense altar, and his 

staves, and the b  anointing oil, and 
the sweet incense, and the c  hang-
ing for the door at the entering in 
of the tabernacle,
16 The a  altar of burnt offering, 

with his brasen grate, his staves, 
and all his vessels, the laver and 
b  his foot,
17 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and their sockets, and the 
hanging for the door of the court,
18 The a pins of the tabernacle, and 

the pins of the court, and their cords,
19 The a  cloths of service, to do 

service in the holy place, the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
the garments of his sons, to minis-
ter in the priest’s office.
20 ¶ And all the congregation of 

the children of Israel departed from 
the presence of Moses.
21 And they came, every one whose 

a heart stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made b  willing, and 
they brought the LORD’s c  offering 
d  to the work of the e  tabernacle of 
the congregation, and for all his 
service, and for the holy garments.
22 And they came, both men and 

women, as many as were willing 

35 2 a Ex. 20:9.
  b Ex. 31:15 (14–15).
  c Jarom 1:5;  

Mosiah 18:23;  
D&C 59:10 (9–12).

  d Ex. 31:14;  
Num. 15:35 (32–36).  
TG Capital Punishment.

 3 a Ex. 16:23;  
D&C 59:13.

 4 a Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 5 a D&C 59:15; 64:22, 34.
 7 a HEB acacia (also v. 24).
 9 a Ex. 29:5.

 10 a IE every one that is 
talented or skilled.  
Ex. 28:3; 31:6.

 11 a Ex. 26:1 (1–30);  
Heb. 8:5;  
D&C 124:38.

  b OR its hooks.
 12 a Ex. 25:10 (10–16).
 13 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29).
  b OR its utensils.
  c TG Bread, Shewbread.
 14 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39).
  b Ex. 27:20.
 15 a Ex. 30:1 (1–10).

  b Ex. 30:25 (23–38).
  c OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 26:36.
 16 a Ex. 27:1 (1–8); 38:1 (1–7).
  b OR its base.
 18 a OR pegs.
 19 a HEB officiating 

garments.  
Ex. 31:10; 39:1 (1, 41).

 21 a Ex. 36:2.
  b TG Initiative.
  c TG Generosity.
  d OR for use in.
  e HEB tent of meeting.
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hearted, and brought a bracelets, and 
earrings, and rings, and tablets, all 
b  jewels of gold: and every man that 
offered offered an c  offering of gold 
unto the LORD.
23 And every man, with whom was 

found blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine a  linen, and goats’ hair, 
and red skins of rams, and badgers’ 
skins, brought them.
24 Every one that did offer an off-

ering of silver and brass brought 
the LORD’s a  offering: and every 
man, with whom was found shittim 
wood for any work of the service, 
brought it.
25 And all the women that were 

a  wise hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue, and of pur-
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.
26 And all the women whose heart 

stirred them up a  in wisdom spun 
goats’ hair.
27 And the a  rulers brought onyx 

stones, and stones to be set, for the 
ephod, and for the breastplate;
28 And a spice, and oil for the light, 

and for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense.
29 The children of Israel brought 

a a  willing offering unto the LORD, 
every man and woman, whose heart 
made them willing to bring for all 
manner of work, which the LORD 
had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses.
30 ¶ And Moses said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, See, the LORD hath 
called by name a  Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah;
31 And he hath filled him with 

the spirit of God, in a  wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all manner of b workmanship;
32 And to devise a  curious works, 

to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass,
33 And in the cutting of stones, to 

set them, and in carving of wood, to 
a make any manner of cunning work.
34 And he hath put in his heart 

that he may a  teach, both he, and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan.
35 Them hath he filled with a  wis-

dom of heart, to b  work all manner 
of work, of the engraver, and of the 
c  cunning workman, and of the em-
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, 
in scarlet, and in fine linen, and 
of the weaver, even of them that do 
any work, and of those that devise 
cunning work.

CHAPTER 36
Wise-hearted men are chosen to work 
on the tabernacle—Moses restrains the 
people from donating any more material.
THEN wrought a  Bezaleel and Aho-
liab, and b  every wise hearted man, 
in whom the LORD put c wisdom and 
understanding to know how to work 
all manner of work d  for the service 
of the sanctuary, according to all 
that the LORD had commanded.
2 And Moses called Bezaleel and 

Aholiab, and every wise hearted 
man, in whose a  heart the LORD had 
put wisdom, even every one whose 
heart stirred him up to come unto 
the work to do it:
3 And they received of Moses all 

the a offering, which the children of  

 22 a Num. 31:50;  
Alma 31:28.

  b OR gold jewelry.
  c Ex. 38:24.
 23 a Ex. 25:4 (4–5).
 24 a Ex. 36:3.
 25 a Ex. 28:3.
 26 a IE unto skills.
 27 a OR presidents or 

presiding officers.
 28 a Ex. 30:23.
 29 a OR freewill.
 30 a Ex. 31:2 (2–6).

 31 a TG Wisdom.
  b TG Industry.
 32 a OR artistic things (also 

v. 35).
 33 a OR do . . . of skilled 

craftsmanship.
 34 a Moro. 10:9 (9–10);  

D&C 38:23; 42:14;  
88:77 (77–79, 118);  
107:85 (85–89).

 35 a Ex. 36:1 (1–2);  
1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Talents.

  b TG Art.
  c OR skilled craftsman.
36 1 a Ex. 31:2 (1–6).
  b OR all the able men 

(see also v. 4).
  c Ex. 35:35;  

1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Gifts of.

  d IE in the construction 
of (see also vv. 2, 8).

 2 a Ex. 35:21.
 3 a Ex. 35:24 (21–29).
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the garments of his sons, to minis-
ter in the priest’s office.
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35 2 a Ex. 20:9.
  b Ex. 31:15 (14–15).
  c Jarom 1:5;  

Mosiah 18:23;  
D&C 59:10 (9–12).

  d Ex. 31:14;  
Num. 15:35 (32–36).  
TG Capital Punishment.

 3 a Ex. 16:23;  
D&C 59:13.

 4 a Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 5 a D&C 59:15; 64:22, 34.
 7 a HEB acacia (also v. 24).
 9 a Ex. 29:5.

 10 a IE every one that is 
talented or skilled.  
Ex. 28:3; 31:6.

 11 a Ex. 26:1 (1–30);  
Heb. 8:5;  
D&C 124:38.

  b OR its hooks.
 12 a Ex. 25:10 (10–16).
 13 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29).
  b OR its utensils.
  c TG Bread, Shewbread.
 14 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39).
  b Ex. 27:20.
 15 a Ex. 30:1 (1–10).

  b Ex. 30:25 (23–38).
  c OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 26:36.
 16 a Ex. 27:1 (1–8); 38:1 (1–7).
  b OR its base.
 18 a OR pegs.
 19 a HEB officiating 

garments.  
Ex. 31:10; 39:1 (1, 41).

 21 a Ex. 36:2.
  b TG Initiative.
  c TG Generosity.
  d OR for use in.
  e HEB tent of meeting.
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offered offered an c  offering of gold 
unto the LORD.
23 And every man, with whom was 

found blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine a  linen, and goats’ hair, 
and red skins of rams, and badgers’ 
skins, brought them.
24 Every one that did offer an off-

ering of silver and brass brought 
the LORD’s a  offering: and every 
man, with whom was found shittim 
wood for any work of the service, 
brought it.
25 And all the women that were 

a  wise hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue, and of pur-
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.
26 And all the women whose heart 

stirred them up a  in wisdom spun 
goats’ hair.
27 And the a  rulers brought onyx 
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and for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense.
29 The children of Israel brought 

a a  willing offering unto the LORD, 
every man and woman, whose heart 
made them willing to bring for all 
manner of work, which the LORD 
had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses.
30 ¶ And Moses said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, See, the LORD hath 
called by name a  Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah;
31 And he hath filled him with 

the spirit of God, in a  wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all manner of b workmanship;
32 And to devise a  curious works, 
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in brass,
33 And in the cutting of stones, to 

set them, and in carving of wood, to 
a make any manner of cunning work.
34 And he hath put in his heart 

that he may a  teach, both he, and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan.
35 Them hath he filled with a  wis-

dom of heart, to b  work all manner 
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of the weaver, even of them that do 
any work, and of those that devise 
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CHAPTER 36
Wise-hearted men are chosen to work 
on the tabernacle—Moses restrains the 
people from donating any more material.
THEN wrought a  Bezaleel and Aho-
liab, and b  every wise hearted man, 
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understanding to know how to work 
all manner of work d  for the service 
of the sanctuary, according to all 
that the LORD had commanded.
2 And Moses called Bezaleel and 
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man, in whose a  heart the LORD had 
put wisdom, even every one whose 
heart stirred him up to come unto 
the work to do it:
3 And they received of Moses all 

the a offering, which the children of  

 22 a Num. 31:50;  
Alma 31:28.

  b OR gold jewelry.
  c Ex. 38:24.
 23 a Ex. 25:4 (4–5).
 24 a Ex. 36:3.
 25 a Ex. 28:3.
 26 a IE unto skills.
 27 a OR presidents or 

presiding officers.
 28 a Ex. 30:23.
 29 a OR freewill.
 30 a Ex. 31:2 (2–6).

 31 a TG Wisdom.
  b TG Industry.
 32 a OR artistic things (also 

v. 35).
 33 a OR do . . . of skilled 

craftsmanship.
 34 a Moro. 10:9 (9–10);  

D&C 38:23; 42:14;  
88:77 (77–79, 118);  
107:85 (85–89).

 35 a Ex. 36:1 (1–2);  
1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Talents.

  b TG Art.
  c OR skilled craftsman.
36 1 a Ex. 31:2 (1–6).
  b OR all the able men 

(see also v. 4).
  c Ex. 35:35;  

1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Gifts of.

  d IE in the construction 
of (see also vv. 2, 8).

 2 a Ex. 35:21.
 3 a Ex. 35:24 (21–29).
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3 Ye shall a  kindle no fire through-

out your habitations upon the sab-
bath day.
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congregation of the children of Is-
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the LORD a  commanded, saying,
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6 And blue, and purple, and scar-

let, and fine linen, and goats’ hair,
7 And rams’ skins dyed red, and 

badgers’ skins, and a  shittim wood,
8 And oil for the light, and spices 

for anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense,
9 And onyx stones, and stones to 

be set for the a  ephod, and for the 
breastplate.
10 And a every wise hearted among 

you shall come, and make all that 
the LORD hath commanded;
11 The a  tabernacle, his tent, and 

his covering, b  his taches, and his 
boards, his bars, his pillars, and 
his sockets,
12 The a ark, and the staves thereof, 

with the mercy seat, and the veil of 
the covering,
13 The a  table, and his staves, and 

all b his vessels, and the c shewbread,
14 The a  candlestick also for the 

light, and his furniture, and his 
lamps, with the b  oil for the light,
15 And the a  incense altar, and his 

staves, and the b  anointing oil, and 
the sweet incense, and the c  hang-
ing for the door at the entering in 
of the tabernacle,
16 The a  altar of burnt offering, 

with his brasen grate, his staves, 
and all his vessels, the laver and 
b  his foot,
17 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and their sockets, and the 
hanging for the door of the court,
18 The a pins of the tabernacle, and 

the pins of the court, and their cords,
19 The a  cloths of service, to do 

service in the holy place, the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
the garments of his sons, to minis-
ter in the priest’s office.
20 ¶ And all the congregation of 

the children of Israel departed from 
the presence of Moses.
21 And they came, every one whose 

a heart stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made b  willing, and 
they brought the LORD’s c  offering 
d  to the work of the e  tabernacle of 
the congregation, and for all his 
service, and for the holy garments.
22 And they came, both men and 

women, as many as were willing 

35 2 a Ex. 20:9.
  b Ex. 31:15 (14–15).
  c Jarom 1:5;  

Mosiah 18:23;  
D&C 59:10 (9–12).

  d Ex. 31:14;  
Num. 15:35 (32–36).  
TG Capital Punishment.

 3 a Ex. 16:23;  
D&C 59:13.

 4 a Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 5 a D&C 59:15; 64:22, 34.
 7 a HEB acacia (also v. 24).
 9 a Ex. 29:5.

 10 a IE every one that is 
talented or skilled.  
Ex. 28:3; 31:6.

 11 a Ex. 26:1 (1–30);  
Heb. 8:5;  
D&C 124:38.

  b OR its hooks.
 12 a Ex. 25:10 (10–16).
 13 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29).
  b OR its utensils.
  c TG Bread, Shewbread.
 14 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39).
  b Ex. 27:20.
 15 a Ex. 30:1 (1–10).

  b Ex. 30:25 (23–38).
  c OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 26:36.
 16 a Ex. 27:1 (1–8); 38:1 (1–7).
  b OR its base.
 18 a OR pegs.
 19 a HEB officiating 

garments.  
Ex. 31:10; 39:1 (1, 41).

 21 a Ex. 36:2.
  b TG Initiative.
  c TG Generosity.
  d OR for use in.
  e HEB tent of meeting.
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hearted, and brought a bracelets, and 
earrings, and rings, and tablets, all 
b  jewels of gold: and every man that 
offered offered an c  offering of gold 
unto the LORD.
23 And every man, with whom was 

found blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine a  linen, and goats’ hair, 
and red skins of rams, and badgers’ 
skins, brought them.
24 Every one that did offer an off-

ering of silver and brass brought 
the LORD’s a  offering: and every 
man, with whom was found shittim 
wood for any work of the service, 
brought it.
25 And all the women that were 

a  wise hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue, and of pur-
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.
26 And all the women whose heart 

stirred them up a  in wisdom spun 
goats’ hair.
27 And the a  rulers brought onyx 

stones, and stones to be set, for the 
ephod, and for the breastplate;
28 And a spice, and oil for the light, 

and for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense.
29 The children of Israel brought 

a a  willing offering unto the LORD, 
every man and woman, whose heart 
made them willing to bring for all 
manner of work, which the LORD 
had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses.
30 ¶ And Moses said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, See, the LORD hath 
called by name a  Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah;
31 And he hath filled him with 

the spirit of God, in a  wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all manner of b workmanship;
32 And to devise a  curious works, 

to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass,
33 And in the cutting of stones, to 

set them, and in carving of wood, to 
a make any manner of cunning work.
34 And he hath put in his heart 

that he may a  teach, both he, and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan.
35 Them hath he filled with a  wis-

dom of heart, to b  work all manner 
of work, of the engraver, and of the 
c  cunning workman, and of the em-
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, 
in scarlet, and in fine linen, and 
of the weaver, even of them that do 
any work, and of those that devise 
cunning work.

CHAPTER 36
Wise-hearted men are chosen to work 
on the tabernacle—Moses restrains the 
people from donating any more material.
THEN wrought a  Bezaleel and Aho-
liab, and b  every wise hearted man, 
in whom the LORD put c wisdom and 
understanding to know how to work 
all manner of work d  for the service 
of the sanctuary, according to all 
that the LORD had commanded.
2 And Moses called Bezaleel and 

Aholiab, and every wise hearted 
man, in whose a  heart the LORD had 
put wisdom, even every one whose 
heart stirred him up to come unto 
the work to do it:
3 And they received of Moses all 

the a offering, which the children of  

 22 a Num. 31:50;  
Alma 31:28.

  b OR gold jewelry.
  c Ex. 38:24.
 23 a Ex. 25:4 (4–5).
 24 a Ex. 36:3.
 25 a Ex. 28:3.
 26 a IE unto skills.
 27 a OR presidents or 

presiding officers.
 28 a Ex. 30:23.
 29 a OR freewill.
 30 a Ex. 31:2 (2–6).

 31 a TG Wisdom.
  b TG Industry.
 32 a OR artistic things (also 

v. 35).
 33 a OR do . . . of skilled 

craftsmanship.
 34 a Moro. 10:9 (9–10);  

D&C 38:23; 42:14;  
88:77 (77–79, 118);  
107:85 (85–89).

 35 a Ex. 36:1 (1–2);  
1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Talents.

  b TG Art.
  c OR skilled craftsman.
36 1 a Ex. 31:2 (1–6).
  b OR all the able men 

(see also v. 4).
  c Ex. 35:35;  

1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Gifts of.

  d IE in the construction 
of (see also vv. 2, 8).

 2 a Ex. 35:21.
 3 a Ex. 35:24 (21–29).
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Israel had brought for the work of 
the service of the sanctuary, to make  
it withal. And they brought yet unto 
him b  free offerings every morning.
4 And all the a  wise men, that 

wrought all the work of the sanc-
tuary, came every man from his 
work which they made;
5 ¶ And they spake unto Moses, 

saying, The people a  bring much 
more than enough for the service 
of the work, which the LORD com-
manded to make.
6 And Moses gave commandment, 

and they caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout the camp, saying, Let 
neither man nor woman make any 
more work for the offering of the 
sanctuary. So the people were re-
strained from bringing.
7 For the a  stuff they had was suf-

ficient for all the work to make it, 
and too much.
8 ¶ And every wise hearted man 

among them that wrought the work 
of the tabernacle a made ten b curtains 
of fine twined linen, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet: with cherubims 
of cunning work made he them.
9 The length of a  one curtain was 

twenty and eight cubits, and the 
breadth of one curtain four cubits: 
the curtains were all of one size.
10 And he coupled the five cur-

tains one unto another: and the 
other five curtains he coupled one 
unto another.
11 And he made loops of blue on 

the edge of one curtain a  from the 
selvedge in the coupling: likewise 
he made in the uttermost side of 
another curtain, in the coupling of 
the second.
12 Fifty loops made he in one 

curtain, and fifty loops made he in 
the edge of the curtain which was 
in the coupling of the second: the 
loops held one curtain to another.
13 And he made fifty a  taches of 

gold, and coupled the curtains one 
unto another with the taches: so it 
became one tabernacle.
14 ¶ And he made curtains of 

goats’ hair for the tent over the tab-
ernacle: eleven curtains he made  
them.
15 The length of one curtain was 

thirty cubits, and four cubits was the 
breadth of one curtain: the eleven 
curtains were of one size.
16 And he coupled five curtains 

by themselves, and six curtains by 
themselves.
17 And he made fifty loops upon 

the uttermost edge of  a  the curtain 
in the coupling, and fifty loops 
made he upon the edge of the cur-
tain which coupleth the second.
18 And he made fifty taches of 

brass to couple the tent together, 
that it might be one.
19 And he made a covering for the 

tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and 
a covering of badgers’ skins above  
that.
20 ¶ And he made a  boards for 

the tabernacle of b  shittim wood, 
standing up.
21 The length of a board was ten 

cubits, and the breadth of a board 
one cubit and a half.
22 One board had two tenons, 

a  equally distant one from another: 
thus did he make for all the boards 
of the tabernacle.
23 And he made boards for the 

tabernacle; twenty boards for the 
south side southward:
24 And forty a  sockets of silver he 

made under the twenty boards; two 
sockets under one board for his 
two tenons, and two sockets under 
another board for his two tenons.
25 And for the other side of the 

tabernacle, which is toward the 
north corner, he made twenty  
boards,
26 And their forty sockets of  

 3 b OR freewill.
 4 a TG Wisdom.
 5 a TG Generosity.
 7 a OR materials.
 8 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 26:1 (1–14).

 9 a OR each.
 11 a HEB on the outside of 

the first set.
 13 a OR clasps.
 17 a OR the other connecting 

curtain.

 20 a Ex. 26:15 (15–29).
  b HEB acacia.
 22 a HEB which made them 

fit one to another.
 24 a OR bases (also vv. 26, 30, 

36, 38).
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CHAPTER 35
Israel is admonished to observe the 
Sabbath—Free gifts are offered for the 
tabernacle—The calls and inspiration 
of certain artisans are confirmed.
AND Moses gathered all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel to-
gether, and said unto them, These 
are the words which the LORD hath 
commanded, that ye should do them.
2 a  Six days shall b  work be done, 

but on the seventh day there shall 
be to you an holy day, a c  sabbath of 
rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth 
work therein shall be put to d death.
3 Ye shall a  kindle no fire through-

out your habitations upon the sab-
bath day.
4 ¶ And Moses spake unto all the 

congregation of the children of Is-
rael, saying, This is the thing which 
the LORD a  commanded, saying,
5 Take ye from among you an off-

ering unto the LORD: whosoever is 
of a a  willing heart, let him bring it, 
an offering of the LORD; gold, and 
silver, and brass,
6 And blue, and purple, and scar-

let, and fine linen, and goats’ hair,
7 And rams’ skins dyed red, and 

badgers’ skins, and a  shittim wood,
8 And oil for the light, and spices 

for anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense,
9 And onyx stones, and stones to 

be set for the a  ephod, and for the 
breastplate.
10 And a every wise hearted among 

you shall come, and make all that 
the LORD hath commanded;
11 The a  tabernacle, his tent, and 

his covering, b  his taches, and his 
boards, his bars, his pillars, and 
his sockets,
12 The a ark, and the staves thereof, 

with the mercy seat, and the veil of 
the covering,
13 The a  table, and his staves, and 

all b his vessels, and the c shewbread,
14 The a  candlestick also for the 

light, and his furniture, and his 
lamps, with the b  oil for the light,
15 And the a  incense altar, and his 

staves, and the b  anointing oil, and 
the sweet incense, and the c  hang-
ing for the door at the entering in 
of the tabernacle,
16 The a  altar of burnt offering, 

with his brasen grate, his staves, 
and all his vessels, the laver and 
b  his foot,
17 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and their sockets, and the 
hanging for the door of the court,
18 The a pins of the tabernacle, and 

the pins of the court, and their cords,
19 The a  cloths of service, to do 

service in the holy place, the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
the garments of his sons, to minis-
ter in the priest’s office.
20 ¶ And all the congregation of 

the children of Israel departed from 
the presence of Moses.
21 And they came, every one whose 

a heart stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made b  willing, and 
they brought the LORD’s c  offering 
d  to the work of the e  tabernacle of 
the congregation, and for all his 
service, and for the holy garments.
22 And they came, both men and 

women, as many as were willing 

35 2 a Ex. 20:9.
  b Ex. 31:15 (14–15).
  c Jarom 1:5;  

Mosiah 18:23;  
D&C 59:10 (9–12).

  d Ex. 31:14;  
Num. 15:35 (32–36).  
TG Capital Punishment.

 3 a Ex. 16:23;  
D&C 59:13.

 4 a Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 5 a D&C 59:15; 64:22, 34.
 7 a HEB acacia (also v. 24).
 9 a Ex. 29:5.

 10 a IE every one that is 
talented or skilled.  
Ex. 28:3; 31:6.

 11 a Ex. 26:1 (1–30);  
Heb. 8:5;  
D&C 124:38.

  b OR its hooks.
 12 a Ex. 25:10 (10–16).
 13 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29).
  b OR its utensils.
  c TG Bread, Shewbread.
 14 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39).
  b Ex. 27:20.
 15 a Ex. 30:1 (1–10).

  b Ex. 30:25 (23–38).
  c OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 26:36.
 16 a Ex. 27:1 (1–8); 38:1 (1–7).
  b OR its base.
 18 a OR pegs.
 19 a HEB officiating 

garments.  
Ex. 31:10; 39:1 (1, 41).

 21 a Ex. 36:2.
  b TG Initiative.
  c TG Generosity.
  d OR for use in.
  e HEB tent of meeting.
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hearted, and brought a bracelets, and 
earrings, and rings, and tablets, all 
b  jewels of gold: and every man that 
offered offered an c  offering of gold 
unto the LORD.
23 And every man, with whom was 

found blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine a  linen, and goats’ hair, 
and red skins of rams, and badgers’ 
skins, brought them.
24 Every one that did offer an off-

ering of silver and brass brought 
the LORD’s a  offering: and every 
man, with whom was found shittim 
wood for any work of the service, 
brought it.
25 And all the women that were 

a  wise hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue, and of pur-
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.
26 And all the women whose heart 

stirred them up a  in wisdom spun 
goats’ hair.
27 And the a  rulers brought onyx 

stones, and stones to be set, for the 
ephod, and for the breastplate;
28 And a spice, and oil for the light, 

and for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense.
29 The children of Israel brought 

a a  willing offering unto the LORD, 
every man and woman, whose heart 
made them willing to bring for all 
manner of work, which the LORD 
had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses.
30 ¶ And Moses said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, See, the LORD hath 
called by name a  Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah;
31 And he hath filled him with 

the spirit of God, in a  wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all manner of b workmanship;
32 And to devise a  curious works, 

to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass,
33 And in the cutting of stones, to 

set them, and in carving of wood, to 
a make any manner of cunning work.
34 And he hath put in his heart 

that he may a  teach, both he, and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan.
35 Them hath he filled with a  wis-

dom of heart, to b  work all manner 
of work, of the engraver, and of the 
c  cunning workman, and of the em-
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, 
in scarlet, and in fine linen, and 
of the weaver, even of them that do 
any work, and of those that devise 
cunning work.

CHAPTER 36
Wise-hearted men are chosen to work 
on the tabernacle—Moses restrains the 
people from donating any more material.
THEN wrought a  Bezaleel and Aho-
liab, and b  every wise hearted man, 
in whom the LORD put c wisdom and 
understanding to know how to work 
all manner of work d  for the service 
of the sanctuary, according to all 
that the LORD had commanded.
2 And Moses called Bezaleel and 

Aholiab, and every wise hearted 
man, in whose a  heart the LORD had 
put wisdom, even every one whose 
heart stirred him up to come unto 
the work to do it:
3 And they received of Moses all 

the a offering, which the children of  

 22 a Num. 31:50;  
Alma 31:28.

  b OR gold jewelry.
  c Ex. 38:24.
 23 a Ex. 25:4 (4–5).
 24 a Ex. 36:3.
 25 a Ex. 28:3.
 26 a IE unto skills.
 27 a OR presidents or 

presiding officers.
 28 a Ex. 30:23.
 29 a OR freewill.
 30 a Ex. 31:2 (2–6).

 31 a TG Wisdom.
  b TG Industry.
 32 a OR artistic things (also 

v. 35).
 33 a OR do . . . of skilled 

craftsmanship.
 34 a Moro. 10:9 (9–10);  

D&C 38:23; 42:14;  
88:77 (77–79, 118);  
107:85 (85–89).

 35 a Ex. 36:1 (1–2);  
1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Talents.

  b TG Art.
  c OR skilled craftsman.
36 1 a Ex. 31:2 (1–6).
  b OR all the able men 

(see also v. 4).
  c Ex. 35:35;  

1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Gifts of.

  d IE in the construction 
of (see also vv. 2, 8).

 2 a Ex. 35:21.
 3 a Ex. 35:24 (21–29).
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CHAPTER 35
Israel is admonished to observe the 
Sabbath—Free gifts are offered for the 
tabernacle—The calls and inspiration 
of certain artisans are confirmed.
AND Moses gathered all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel to-
gether, and said unto them, These 
are the words which the LORD hath 
commanded, that ye should do them.
2 a  Six days shall b  work be done, 

but on the seventh day there shall 
be to you an holy day, a c  sabbath of 
rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth 
work therein shall be put to d death.
3 Ye shall a  kindle no fire through-

out your habitations upon the sab-
bath day.
4 ¶ And Moses spake unto all the 

congregation of the children of Is-
rael, saying, This is the thing which 
the LORD a  commanded, saying,
5 Take ye from among you an off-

ering unto the LORD: whosoever is 
of a a  willing heart, let him bring it, 
an offering of the LORD; gold, and 
silver, and brass,
6 And blue, and purple, and scar-

let, and fine linen, and goats’ hair,
7 And rams’ skins dyed red, and 

badgers’ skins, and a  shittim wood,
8 And oil for the light, and spices 

for anointing oil, and for the sweet 
incense,
9 And onyx stones, and stones to 

be set for the a  ephod, and for the 
breastplate.
10 And a every wise hearted among 

you shall come, and make all that 
the LORD hath commanded;
11 The a  tabernacle, his tent, and 

his covering, b  his taches, and his 
boards, his bars, his pillars, and 
his sockets,
12 The a ark, and the staves thereof, 

with the mercy seat, and the veil of 
the covering,
13 The a  table, and his staves, and 

all b his vessels, and the c shewbread,
14 The a  candlestick also for the 

light, and his furniture, and his 
lamps, with the b  oil for the light,
15 And the a  incense altar, and his 

staves, and the b  anointing oil, and 
the sweet incense, and the c  hang-
ing for the door at the entering in 
of the tabernacle,
16 The a  altar of burnt offering, 

with his brasen grate, his staves, 
and all his vessels, the laver and 
b  his foot,
17 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and their sockets, and the 
hanging for the door of the court,
18 The a pins of the tabernacle, and 

the pins of the court, and their cords,
19 The a  cloths of service, to do 

service in the holy place, the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
the garments of his sons, to minis-
ter in the priest’s office.
20 ¶ And all the congregation of 

the children of Israel departed from 
the presence of Moses.
21 And they came, every one whose 

a heart stirred him up, and every one 
whom his spirit made b  willing, and 
they brought the LORD’s c  offering 
d  to the work of the e  tabernacle of 
the congregation, and for all his 
service, and for the holy garments.
22 And they came, both men and 

women, as many as were willing 

35 2 a Ex. 20:9.
  b Ex. 31:15 (14–15).
  c Jarom 1:5;  

Mosiah 18:23;  
D&C 59:10 (9–12).

  d Ex. 31:14;  
Num. 15:35 (32–36).  
TG Capital Punishment.

 3 a Ex. 16:23;  
D&C 59:13.

 4 a Ex. 25:2 (1–7).
 5 a D&C 59:15; 64:22, 34.
 7 a HEB acacia (also v. 24).
 9 a Ex. 29:5.

 10 a IE every one that is 
talented or skilled.  
Ex. 28:3; 31:6.

 11 a Ex. 26:1 (1–30);  
Heb. 8:5;  
D&C 124:38.

  b OR its hooks.
 12 a Ex. 25:10 (10–16).
 13 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29).
  b OR its utensils.
  c TG Bread, Shewbread.
 14 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39).
  b Ex. 27:20.
 15 a Ex. 30:1 (1–10).

  b Ex. 30:25 (23–38).
  c OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 26:36.
 16 a Ex. 27:1 (1–8); 38:1 (1–7).
  b OR its base.
 18 a OR pegs.
 19 a HEB officiating 

garments.  
Ex. 31:10; 39:1 (1, 41).

 21 a Ex. 36:2.
  b TG Initiative.
  c TG Generosity.
  d OR for use in.
  e HEB tent of meeting.
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hearted, and brought a bracelets, and 
earrings, and rings, and tablets, all 
b  jewels of gold: and every man that 
offered offered an c  offering of gold 
unto the LORD.
23 And every man, with whom was 

found blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine a  linen, and goats’ hair, 
and red skins of rams, and badgers’ 
skins, brought them.
24 Every one that did offer an off-

ering of silver and brass brought 
the LORD’s a  offering: and every 
man, with whom was found shittim 
wood for any work of the service, 
brought it.
25 And all the women that were 

a  wise hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue, and of pur-
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.
26 And all the women whose heart 

stirred them up a  in wisdom spun 
goats’ hair.
27 And the a  rulers brought onyx 

stones, and stones to be set, for the 
ephod, and for the breastplate;
28 And a spice, and oil for the light, 

and for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense.
29 The children of Israel brought 

a a  willing offering unto the LORD, 
every man and woman, whose heart 
made them willing to bring for all 
manner of work, which the LORD 
had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses.
30 ¶ And Moses said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, See, the LORD hath 
called by name a  Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah;
31 And he hath filled him with 

the spirit of God, in a  wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all manner of b workmanship;
32 And to devise a  curious works, 

to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass,
33 And in the cutting of stones, to 

set them, and in carving of wood, to 
a make any manner of cunning work.
34 And he hath put in his heart 

that he may a  teach, both he, and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan.
35 Them hath he filled with a  wis-

dom of heart, to b  work all manner 
of work, of the engraver, and of the 
c  cunning workman, and of the em-
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, 
in scarlet, and in fine linen, and 
of the weaver, even of them that do 
any work, and of those that devise 
cunning work.

CHAPTER 36
Wise-hearted men are chosen to work 
on the tabernacle—Moses restrains the 
people from donating any more material.
THEN wrought a  Bezaleel and Aho-
liab, and b  every wise hearted man, 
in whom the LORD put c wisdom and 
understanding to know how to work 
all manner of work d  for the service 
of the sanctuary, according to all 
that the LORD had commanded.
2 And Moses called Bezaleel and 

Aholiab, and every wise hearted 
man, in whose a  heart the LORD had 
put wisdom, even every one whose 
heart stirred him up to come unto 
the work to do it:
3 And they received of Moses all 

the a offering, which the children of  

 22 a Num. 31:50;  
Alma 31:28.

  b OR gold jewelry.
  c Ex. 38:24.
 23 a Ex. 25:4 (4–5).
 24 a Ex. 36:3.
 25 a Ex. 28:3.
 26 a IE unto skills.
 27 a OR presidents or 

presiding officers.
 28 a Ex. 30:23.
 29 a OR freewill.
 30 a Ex. 31:2 (2–6).

 31 a TG Wisdom.
  b TG Industry.
 32 a OR artistic things (also 

v. 35).
 33 a OR do . . . of skilled 

craftsmanship.
 34 a Moro. 10:9 (9–10);  

D&C 38:23; 42:14;  
88:77 (77–79, 118);  
107:85 (85–89).

 35 a Ex. 36:1 (1–2);  
1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Talents.

  b TG Art.
  c OR skilled craftsman.
36 1 a Ex. 31:2 (1–6).
  b OR all the able men 

(see also v. 4).
  c Ex. 35:35;  

1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Gifts of.

  d IE in the construction 
of (see also vv. 2, 8).

 2 a Ex. 35:21.
 3 a Ex. 35:24 (21–29).
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hearted, and brought a bracelets, and 
earrings, and rings, and tablets, all 
b  jewels of gold: and every man that 
offered offered an c  offering of gold 
unto the LORD.
23 And every man, with whom was 

found blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine a  linen, and goats’ hair, 
and red skins of rams, and badgers’ 
skins, brought them.
24 Every one that did offer an off-

ering of silver and brass brought 
the LORD’s a  offering: and every 
man, with whom was found shittim 
wood for any work of the service, 
brought it.
25 And all the women that were 

a  wise hearted did spin with their 
hands, and brought that which they 
had spun, both of blue, and of pur-
ple, and of scarlet, and of fine linen.
26 And all the women whose heart 

stirred them up a  in wisdom spun 
goats’ hair.
27 And the a  rulers brought onyx 

stones, and stones to be set, for the 
ephod, and for the breastplate;
28 And a spice, and oil for the light, 

and for the anointing oil, and for 
the sweet incense.
29 The children of Israel brought 

a a  willing offering unto the LORD, 
every man and woman, whose heart 
made them willing to bring for all 
manner of work, which the LORD 
had commanded to be made by the 
hand of Moses.
30 ¶ And Moses said unto the chil-

dren of Israel, See, the LORD hath 
called by name a  Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe 
of Judah;
31 And he hath filled him with 

the spirit of God, in a  wisdom, in 
understanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all manner of b workmanship;
32 And to devise a  curious works, 

to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass,
33 And in the cutting of stones, to 

set them, and in carving of wood, to 
a make any manner of cunning work.
34 And he hath put in his heart 

that he may a  teach, both he, and 
Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of 
the tribe of Dan.
35 Them hath he filled with a  wis-

dom of heart, to b  work all manner 
of work, of the engraver, and of the 
c  cunning workman, and of the em-
broiderer, in blue, and in purple, 
in scarlet, and in fine linen, and 
of the weaver, even of them that do 
any work, and of those that devise 
cunning work.

CHAPTER 36
Wise-hearted men are chosen to work 
on the tabernacle—Moses restrains the 
people from donating any more material.
THEN wrought a  Bezaleel and Aho-
liab, and b  every wise hearted man, 
in whom the LORD put c wisdom and 
understanding to know how to work 
all manner of work d  for the service 
of the sanctuary, according to all 
that the LORD had commanded.
2 And Moses called Bezaleel and 

Aholiab, and every wise hearted 
man, in whose a  heart the LORD had 
put wisdom, even every one whose 
heart stirred him up to come unto 
the work to do it:
3 And they received of Moses all 

the a offering, which the children of  

 22 a Num. 31:50;  
Alma 31:28.

  b OR gold jewelry.
  c Ex. 38:24.
 23 a Ex. 25:4 (4–5).
 24 a Ex. 36:3.
 25 a Ex. 28:3.
 26 a IE unto skills.
 27 a OR presidents or 

presiding officers.
 28 a Ex. 30:23.
 29 a OR freewill.
 30 a Ex. 31:2 (2–6).

 31 a TG Wisdom.
  b TG Industry.
 32 a OR artistic things (also 

v. 35).
 33 a OR do . . . of skilled 

craftsmanship.
 34 a Moro. 10:9 (9–10);  

D&C 38:23; 42:14;  
88:77 (77–79, 118);  
107:85 (85–89).

 35 a Ex. 36:1 (1–2);  
1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Talents.

  b TG Art.
  c OR skilled craftsman.
36 1 a Ex. 31:2 (1–6).
  b OR all the able men 

(see also v. 4).
  c Ex. 35:35;  

1 Kgs. 7:14.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Gifts of.

  d IE in the construction 
of (see also vv. 2, 8).

 2 a Ex. 35:21.
 3 a Ex. 35:24 (21–29).

President Bonnie L. Oscarson 

“Each member should know how 
much he or she is needed. Each 
person has something important 
to contribute and has unique 
talents and abilities that help 
move this important work along”  

(“Young Women in the Work,” Apr 2018 
GC,Ensign or Liahona, May 2018, 37).
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Israel had brought for the work of 
the service of the sanctuary, to make  
it withal. And they brought yet unto 
him b  free offerings every morning.
4 And all the a  wise men, that 

wrought all the work of the sanc-
tuary, came every man from his 
work which they made;
5 ¶ And they spake unto Moses, 

saying, The people a  bring much 
more than enough for the service 
of the work, which the LORD com-
manded to make.
6 And Moses gave commandment, 

and they caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout the camp, saying, Let 
neither man nor woman make any 
more work for the offering of the 
sanctuary. So the people were re-
strained from bringing.
7 For the a  stuff they had was suf-

ficient for all the work to make it, 
and too much.
8 ¶ And every wise hearted man 

among them that wrought the work 
of the tabernacle a made ten b curtains 
of fine twined linen, and blue, and 
purple, and scarlet: with cherubims 
of cunning work made he them.
9 The length of a  one curtain was 

twenty and eight cubits, and the 
breadth of one curtain four cubits: 
the curtains were all of one size.
10 And he coupled the five cur-

tains one unto another: and the 
other five curtains he coupled one 
unto another.
11 And he made loops of blue on 

the edge of one curtain a  from the 
selvedge in the coupling: likewise 
he made in the uttermost side of 
another curtain, in the coupling of 
the second.
12 Fifty loops made he in one 

curtain, and fifty loops made he in 
the edge of the curtain which was 
in the coupling of the second: the 
loops held one curtain to another.
13 And he made fifty a  taches of 

gold, and coupled the curtains one 
unto another with the taches: so it 
became one tabernacle.
14 ¶ And he made curtains of 

goats’ hair for the tent over the tab-
ernacle: eleven curtains he made  
them.
15 The length of one curtain was 

thirty cubits, and four cubits was the 
breadth of one curtain: the eleven 
curtains were of one size.
16 And he coupled five curtains 

by themselves, and six curtains by 
themselves.
17 And he made fifty loops upon 

the uttermost edge of  a  the curtain 
in the coupling, and fifty loops 
made he upon the edge of the cur-
tain which coupleth the second.
18 And he made fifty taches of 

brass to couple the tent together, 
that it might be one.
19 And he made a covering for the 

tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and 
a covering of badgers’ skins above  
that.
20 ¶ And he made a  boards for 

the tabernacle of b  shittim wood, 
standing up.
21 The length of a board was ten 

cubits, and the breadth of a board 
one cubit and a half.
22 One board had two tenons, 

a  equally distant one from another: 
thus did he make for all the boards 
of the tabernacle.
23 And he made boards for the 

tabernacle; twenty boards for the 
south side southward:
24 And forty a  sockets of silver he 

made under the twenty boards; two 
sockets under one board for his 
two tenons, and two sockets under 
another board for his two tenons.
25 And for the other side of the 

tabernacle, which is toward the 
north corner, he made twenty  
boards,
26 And their forty sockets of  

 3 b OR freewill.
 4 a TG Wisdom.
 5 a TG Generosity.
 7 a OR materials.
 8 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 26:1 (1–14).

 9 a OR each.
 11 a HEB on the outside of 

the first set.
 13 a OR clasps.
 17 a OR the other connecting 

curtain.

 20 a Ex. 26:15 (15–29).
  b HEB acacia.
 22 a HEB which made them 

fit one to another.
 24 a OR bases (also vv. 26, 30, 

36, 38).
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silver; two sockets under one board, 
and two sockets under another  
board.
27 And for the sides of the taber-

nacle westward he made six boards.
28 And two boards made he for 

the corners of the tabernacle in 
the a  two sides.
29 And they were coupled be-

neath, and coupled together at the 
head thereof, to one ring: thus he 
did to both of them in both the  
corners.
30 And there were eight boards; 

and their sockets were sixteen sock-
ets of silver, under every board two 
sockets.
31 ¶ And he made bars of shittim 

wood; five for the boards of the one 
side of the tabernacle,
32 And five bars for the boards 

of the other side of the tabernacle, 
and five bars for the boards of the 
tabernacle for the sides westward.
33 And he made the middle bar 

to a  shoot through the boards from 
the one end to the other.
34 And he overlaid the boards 

with gold, and made their rings of 
gold to be places for the bars, and 
overlaid the bars with gold.
35 ¶ And he made a a  veil of blue, 

and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: with cherubims made 
he it of cunning work.
36 And he made thereunto four 

pillars of shittim wood, and overlaid 
them with gold: their hooks were 
of gold; and he cast for them four 
sockets of silver.
37 ¶ And he made a  an hanging 

for the tabernacle door of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined 
linen, of needlework;
38 And the five pillars of it with 

their hooks: and he overlaid their 
a chapiters and their fillets with gold: 
but their five sockets were of brass.

CHAPTER 37
Bezaleel makes the ark, the mercy seat, 
and the cherubims—He makes the table, 
the vessels, the candlestick, the incense 
altar, the holy anointing oil, and the 
sweet incense.
AND Bezaleel a  made the b  ark of 
c shittim wood: two cubits and a half 
was the length of it, and a cubit and 
a half the breadth of it, and a cubit 
and a half the height of it:
2 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold within and without, and made 
a a  crown of gold to it round about.
3 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, to be set by the four corners 
of it; even two rings upon the one 
side of it, and two rings upon the 
other side of it.
4 And he made staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
gold.
5 And he put the staves into the 

rings by the sides of the ark, to 
bear the ark.
6 ¶ And he made the a  mercy 

seat of pure gold: two cubits and 
a half was the length thereof, and 
one cubit and a half the breadth  
thereof.
7 And he made two a  cherubims of 

gold, beaten out of one piece made 
he them, on the two ends of the 
mercy seat;
8 One cherub on the end on this 

side, and another cherub on the 
other end on that side: a  out of the 
mercy seat made he the cherubims 
on the two ends thereof.
9 And the a  cherubims spread out 

their wings on high, and covered 
with their wings over the mercy 
seat, with their faces one to another; 
even to the mercy seatward were the 
faces of the cherubims.
10 ¶ And he made the a  table of 

shittim wood: two cubits was the 

 28 a IE those adjoining the 
west side.

 33 a OR pass.
 35 a TG Veil.
 37 a OR a screen or curtain.
 38 a OR capitals or tops of 

the pillars.

37 1 a TG Skill.
  b TG Ark of the  

Covenant.
  c HEB acacia (also vv. 4, 

10, 15, 25, 28).
 2 a OR border (also 

vv. 11–12, 26–27).

 6 a Ex. 25:17 (17–21).
 7 a TG Cherubim.
 8 a OR of one piece with.
 9 a TG Symbolism.
 10 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29);  

1 Kgs. 7:48.



The Veils 

Exodus 26:33–34 
33 …and the veil shall divide unto you between the 
holy place and the most holy. 
34 And thou shalt put the mercy seat upon the ark of 
the testimony in the most holy place.



The Veils 

Old Testament Institute Manual: 
The two veils, or hangings for 
the door, described here are the 
outer door to the tabernacle 
(the front entrance) and the veil 
which separated the holy place, 
or "rst room, from the inner 
Holy of Holies. This latter veil is 
properly called the veil of the 
tabernacle.
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silver; two sockets under one board, 
and two sockets under another  
board.
27 And for the sides of the taber-

nacle westward he made six boards.
28 And two boards made he for 

the corners of the tabernacle in 
the a  two sides.
29 And they were coupled be-

neath, and coupled together at the 
head thereof, to one ring: thus he 
did to both of them in both the  
corners.
30 And there were eight boards; 

and their sockets were sixteen sock-
ets of silver, under every board two 
sockets.
31 ¶ And he made bars of shittim 

wood; five for the boards of the one 
side of the tabernacle,
32 And five bars for the boards 

of the other side of the tabernacle, 
and five bars for the boards of the 
tabernacle for the sides westward.
33 And he made the middle bar 

to a  shoot through the boards from 
the one end to the other.
34 And he overlaid the boards 

with gold, and made their rings of 
gold to be places for the bars, and 
overlaid the bars with gold.
35 ¶ And he made a a  veil of blue, 

and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: with cherubims made 
he it of cunning work.
36 And he made thereunto four 

pillars of shittim wood, and overlaid 
them with gold: their hooks were 
of gold; and he cast for them four 
sockets of silver.
37 ¶ And he made a  an hanging 

for the tabernacle door of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined 
linen, of needlework;
38 And the five pillars of it with 

their hooks: and he overlaid their 
a chapiters and their fillets with gold: 
but their five sockets were of brass.

CHAPTER 37
Bezaleel makes the ark, the mercy seat, 
and the cherubims—He makes the table, 
the vessels, the candlestick, the incense 
altar, the holy anointing oil, and the 
sweet incense.
AND Bezaleel a  made the b  ark of 
c shittim wood: two cubits and a half 
was the length of it, and a cubit and 
a half the breadth of it, and a cubit 
and a half the height of it:
2 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold within and without, and made 
a a  crown of gold to it round about.
3 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, to be set by the four corners 
of it; even two rings upon the one 
side of it, and two rings upon the 
other side of it.
4 And he made staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
gold.
5 And he put the staves into the 

rings by the sides of the ark, to 
bear the ark.
6 ¶ And he made the a  mercy 

seat of pure gold: two cubits and 
a half was the length thereof, and 
one cubit and a half the breadth  
thereof.
7 And he made two a  cherubims of 

gold, beaten out of one piece made 
he them, on the two ends of the 
mercy seat;
8 One cherub on the end on this 

side, and another cherub on the 
other end on that side: a  out of the 
mercy seat made he the cherubims 
on the two ends thereof.
9 And the a  cherubims spread out 

their wings on high, and covered 
with their wings over the mercy 
seat, with their faces one to another; 
even to the mercy seatward were the 
faces of the cherubims.
10 ¶ And he made the a  table of 

shittim wood: two cubits was the 

 28 a IE those adjoining the 
west side.

 33 a OR pass.
 35 a TG Veil.
 37 a OR a screen or curtain.
 38 a OR capitals or tops of 

the pillars.

37 1 a TG Skill.
  b TG Ark of the  

Covenant.
  c HEB acacia (also vv. 4, 

10, 15, 25, 28).
 2 a OR border (also 

vv. 11–12, 26–27).

 6 a Ex. 25:17 (17–21).
 7 a TG Cherubim.
 8 a OR of one piece with.
 9 a TG Symbolism.
 10 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29);  

1 Kgs. 7:48.
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length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof:
11 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, and made thereunto a crown 
of gold round about.
12 Also he made thereunto a bor-

der of an handbreadth round about; 
and made a crown of gold for the 
border thereof round about.
13 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, and put the rings upon the 
four corners that were in the four 
feet thereof.
14 a  Over against the border were 

the rings, the places for the staves 
to bear the table.
15 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold, to bear the table.
16 And he made the a vessels which 

were upon the table, his dishes, 
and his spoons, and his bowls, and 
b  his covers to cover withal, of pure  
gold.
17 ¶ And he made the a candlestick 

of pure gold: of beaten work made 
he the candlestick; his shaft, and 
b  his branch, his bowls, c  his knops, 
and his flowers, were of the same:
18 And six branches going out of 

the sides thereof; three branches 
of the candlestick out of the one 
side thereof, and three branches 
of the candlestick out of the other 
side thereof:
19 Three bowls made after the 

fashion of almonds in one branch, 
a knop and a flower; and three 
bowls made like almonds in an-
other branch, a knop and a flower: 
so throughout the six branches go-
ing out of the candlestick.
20 And in the candlestick were 

four bowls made like almonds, his 
knops, and his flowers:
21 And a knop under two branches 

of the same, and a knop under two 
branches of the same, and a knop 

under two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches go-
ing out of it.
22 Their knops and their branches 

were of the same: all of it was one 
beaten work of pure gold.
23 And he made his seven lamps, 

and his snuffers, and his snuff-
dishes, of pure gold.
24 Of a talent of pure gold made 

he it, and all the vessels thereof.
25 ¶ And he made the incense 

a  altar of shittim wood: the length 
of it was a cubit, and the breadth 
of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was the height of it; the 
horns thereof were of the same.
26 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, both the top of it, and the sides 
thereof round about, and the horns 
of it: also he made unto it a crown 
of gold round about.
27 And he made two rings of gold 

for it under the crown thereof, by 
the two corners of it, upon the two 
sides thereof, to be places for the 
staves a  to bear it withal.
28 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold.
29 ¶ And he made the holy anoint-

ing oil, and the pure a  incense of 
sweet spices, according to the work 
of the b  apothecary.

CHAPTER 38
Bezaleel and others make the altar of 
burnt offerings and all things pertaining 
to the tabernacle—Offerings are made 
by 603,550 men.
AND he a  made the b  altar of burnt 
offering of c  shittim wood: five cu-
bits was the length thereof, and 
five cubits the breadth thereof; it 
was foursquare; and three cubits 
the height thereof.
2 And he made the horns thereof 

on the four corners of it; the horns 

 14 a OR Next to.
 16 a OR utensils.
  b HEB the jugs for 

pouring libations.
 17 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39);  

Zech. 4:2 (1–14);  

Rev. 1:20.
  b OR its branches, its 

cups, etc.
  c OR its buds.
 25 a 1 Kgs. 7:48.
 27 a OR whereby to carry it.

 29 a Ps. 141:2.
  b OR perfumer.
38 1 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 27:1; 35:16.
  c HEB acacia (also v. 6).



Exodus 25:22 
22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from 
above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon 
the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give thee in 
commandment unto the children of Israel.





Old Testament Institute Manual 

Shittim is pronounced shee-teem’ in Hebrew and is used to designate a desert 
acacia tree known throughout Egypt and the Near East (see Smith, Dictionary 
of the Bible, s.v. “shittah tree, shittim,” pp. 624–25). Because its hard wood 
endured well and also took a high polish, it was ideal for the construction of 
the tabernacle. 

The dimensions of the tabernacle are described in a unit of measure called a 
cubit, which is about eighteen inches in length. 

Much of the furniture of the tabernacle was constructed of shittim wood and 
covered with gold leaf to give it the appearance of gold. Had the furnishings 
been made of solid gold, they would have been far too heavy to carry.



Linear 
Measures

1

3

4

2

1. Cubit (elbow to finger-tip) 18 in. 
or 45 cm. The long cubit was a
handbreadth longer 20.4 in. or 52
cm. 6 cubits = 1 reed.

2. Span (outstretched hand from thumb
to little finger): three handbreadths
or half a cubit 9 in. or 23 cm.

3. Palm or handbreadth (width of the
hand at the base of the fingers) 3 in.
or 76 mm.

4. Finger or digit (1⁄4 handbreadth) 
3⁄4 in. or 19 mm.

© IRI
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Gold has been highly treasured by men from the earliest times and thus has 
symbolic as well as monetary signi"cance. “Gold is often employed in 
Scripture as an emblem of what is divine, pure, precious, solid, useful, 
incorruptible, or lasting and glorious” (Fallows, Bible Encyclopedia, s.v. “gold,” 
2:723). This symbolism clearly explains the use of gold in the ark of the 
covenant. 

Silver and brass also were used in other parts of the tabernacle and its 
furnishings. These two metals have symbolic as well as functional 
signi"cance. The Encyclopaedia Judaica notes: 

“The relativity of holiness was further pointed up by the materials. Fine or 
pure gold was used for the Ark, the propitiatory, the table of the Presence 
and its vessels; for the lampstand and its accessories; for the altar of incense; 
and for the high priest’s garments. Ordinary gold was employed for the 



signi"cance. The Encyclopaedia Judaica notes: 

“The relativity of holiness was further pointed up by the materials. Fine or 
pure gold was used for the Ark, the propitiatory, the table of the Presence 
and its vessels; for the lampstand and its accessories; for the altar of incense; 
and for the high priest’s garments. Ordinary gold was employed for the 
moldings, the rings, and the staves of the Ark, of the table, and of the 
incense altar; for the hooks of the curtains; for the frames and bars; for the 
pillars of the veil and screen; and for other parts of the high priest’s 
vestments. Silver was reserved for the bases of the frames, for the pillars of 
the veil, and for moldings in the court. Finally there was bronze, of which 
metal the altar of burnt o#ering and its utensils, the bases of the court, and 
the laves were made. The same principle applied to the embroidered stu# 
and linen. 

“The theme of gradation was continued in respect of the three divisions of 
the people. The Israelites could enter the court only; the priests could serve 
in the Holy Place; the high priest alone could enter the Holy of Holies but 
once a year—on the Day of Atonement.” (S.v. “tabernacle,” 15:687.) 
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silver; two sockets under one board, 
and two sockets under another  
board.
27 And for the sides of the taber-

nacle westward he made six boards.
28 And two boards made he for 

the corners of the tabernacle in 
the a  two sides.
29 And they were coupled be-

neath, and coupled together at the 
head thereof, to one ring: thus he 
did to both of them in both the  
corners.
30 And there were eight boards; 

and their sockets were sixteen sock-
ets of silver, under every board two 
sockets.
31 ¶ And he made bars of shittim 

wood; five for the boards of the one 
side of the tabernacle,
32 And five bars for the boards 

of the other side of the tabernacle, 
and five bars for the boards of the 
tabernacle for the sides westward.
33 And he made the middle bar 

to a  shoot through the boards from 
the one end to the other.
34 And he overlaid the boards 

with gold, and made their rings of 
gold to be places for the bars, and 
overlaid the bars with gold.
35 ¶ And he made a a  veil of blue, 

and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: with cherubims made 
he it of cunning work.
36 And he made thereunto four 

pillars of shittim wood, and overlaid 
them with gold: their hooks were 
of gold; and he cast for them four 
sockets of silver.
37 ¶ And he made a  an hanging 

for the tabernacle door of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined 
linen, of needlework;
38 And the five pillars of it with 

their hooks: and he overlaid their 
a chapiters and their fillets with gold: 
but their five sockets were of brass.

CHAPTER 37
Bezaleel makes the ark, the mercy seat, 
and the cherubims—He makes the table, 
the vessels, the candlestick, the incense 
altar, the holy anointing oil, and the 
sweet incense.
AND Bezaleel a  made the b  ark of 
c shittim wood: two cubits and a half 
was the length of it, and a cubit and 
a half the breadth of it, and a cubit 
and a half the height of it:
2 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold within and without, and made 
a a  crown of gold to it round about.
3 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, to be set by the four corners 
of it; even two rings upon the one 
side of it, and two rings upon the 
other side of it.
4 And he made staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
gold.
5 And he put the staves into the 

rings by the sides of the ark, to 
bear the ark.
6 ¶ And he made the a  mercy 

seat of pure gold: two cubits and 
a half was the length thereof, and 
one cubit and a half the breadth  
thereof.
7 And he made two a  cherubims of 

gold, beaten out of one piece made 
he them, on the two ends of the 
mercy seat;
8 One cherub on the end on this 

side, and another cherub on the 
other end on that side: a  out of the 
mercy seat made he the cherubims 
on the two ends thereof.
9 And the a  cherubims spread out 

their wings on high, and covered 
with their wings over the mercy 
seat, with their faces one to another; 
even to the mercy seatward were the 
faces of the cherubims.
10 ¶ And he made the a  table of 

shittim wood: two cubits was the 

 28 a IE those adjoining the 
west side.

 33 a OR pass.
 35 a TG Veil.
 37 a OR a screen or curtain.
 38 a OR capitals or tops of 

the pillars.

37 1 a TG Skill.
  b TG Ark of the  

Covenant.
  c HEB acacia (also vv. 4, 

10, 15, 25, 28).
 2 a OR border (also 

vv. 11–12, 26–27).

 6 a Ex. 25:17 (17–21).
 7 a TG Cherubim.
 8 a OR of one piece with.
 9 a TG Symbolism.
 10 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29);  

1 Kgs. 7:48.
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length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof:
11 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, and made thereunto a crown 
of gold round about.
12 Also he made thereunto a bor-

der of an handbreadth round about; 
and made a crown of gold for the 
border thereof round about.
13 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, and put the rings upon the 
four corners that were in the four 
feet thereof.
14 a  Over against the border were 

the rings, the places for the staves 
to bear the table.
15 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold, to bear the table.
16 And he made the a vessels which 

were upon the table, his dishes, 
and his spoons, and his bowls, and 
b  his covers to cover withal, of pure  
gold.
17 ¶ And he made the a candlestick 

of pure gold: of beaten work made 
he the candlestick; his shaft, and 
b  his branch, his bowls, c  his knops, 
and his flowers, were of the same:
18 And six branches going out of 

the sides thereof; three branches 
of the candlestick out of the one 
side thereof, and three branches 
of the candlestick out of the other 
side thereof:
19 Three bowls made after the 

fashion of almonds in one branch, 
a knop and a flower; and three 
bowls made like almonds in an-
other branch, a knop and a flower: 
so throughout the six branches go-
ing out of the candlestick.
20 And in the candlestick were 

four bowls made like almonds, his 
knops, and his flowers:
21 And a knop under two branches 

of the same, and a knop under two 
branches of the same, and a knop 

under two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches go-
ing out of it.
22 Their knops and their branches 

were of the same: all of it was one 
beaten work of pure gold.
23 And he made his seven lamps, 

and his snuffers, and his snuff-
dishes, of pure gold.
24 Of a talent of pure gold made 

he it, and all the vessels thereof.
25 ¶ And he made the incense 

a  altar of shittim wood: the length 
of it was a cubit, and the breadth 
of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was the height of it; the 
horns thereof were of the same.
26 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, both the top of it, and the sides 
thereof round about, and the horns 
of it: also he made unto it a crown 
of gold round about.
27 And he made two rings of gold 

for it under the crown thereof, by 
the two corners of it, upon the two 
sides thereof, to be places for the 
staves a  to bear it withal.
28 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold.
29 ¶ And he made the holy anoint-

ing oil, and the pure a  incense of 
sweet spices, according to the work 
of the b  apothecary.

CHAPTER 38
Bezaleel and others make the altar of 
burnt offerings and all things pertaining 
to the tabernacle—Offerings are made 
by 603,550 men.
AND he a  made the b  altar of burnt 
offering of c  shittim wood: five cu-
bits was the length thereof, and 
five cubits the breadth thereof; it 
was foursquare; and three cubits 
the height thereof.
2 And he made the horns thereof 

on the four corners of it; the horns 

 14 a OR Next to.
 16 a OR utensils.
  b HEB the jugs for 

pouring libations.
 17 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39);  

Zech. 4:2 (1–14);  

Rev. 1:20.
  b OR its branches, its 

cups, etc.
  c OR its buds.
 25 a 1 Kgs. 7:48.
 27 a OR whereby to carry it.

 29 a Ps. 141:2.
  b OR perfumer.
38 1 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 27:1; 35:16.
  c HEB acacia (also v. 6).



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Table of Shewbread 

The second article of furniture described by the Lord was the table of 
shewbread. Like the ark of the covenant, it too was to be made of shittim 
wood with a gold overlay (see vv. 10-11). It had a crown and border 
(probably a rim) of gold on the top, or surface, of the table and had rings and 
staves to provide for easy transport. It was about three feet long, eighteen 
inches wide, and twenty-seven inches high. Various vessels of gold, called 
the spoons, dishes, covers, or bowls in the King James Version of the Bible, 
were made for use with the table. 

This table got its name from the twelve loaves of bread which were placed 
upon it. The Lord called it “shewbread” (Exodus 25:30), which translates 
literally the Hebrew word meaning “the bread of faces,” or “the bread of the 
presence,” signifying that this bread was placed before the face of the Lord or 
in His presence (Wilson, Old Testament Word Studies, s.v. “shew, shew-bread,” 
p. 388; Hastings, Dictionary of the Bible, s.v. “shewbread,” p. 847). 



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Table of Shewbread 

The loaves were put into two stacks, and upon each pile was placed pure 
frankincense that was later burned on the altar of incense “an o#ering made 
by "re unto the Lord” (Leviticus 24:7; see also v. 6). The bread was changed 
each Sabbath and the bread that was removed was eaten by the priests (see 
Leviticus 24:8–9). This was the bread given to David when he !ed from King 
Saul (see 1 Samuel 21:1–6; Matthew 12:4). 

Most scholars and old Jewish traditions agree that wine was also placed on 
the table along with the bread, although it is not mentioned speci"cally in 
the biblical account. The spoons were actually vessels or cups, rather than 
spoons as they are known today, and were probably the containers for the 
liquid. (See Fallows, Bible Encyclopedia, s.v. “shewbread,” 3:1576; Hastings, 
Dictionary of the Bible, s.v. “shewbread,” p. 847.) Thus, the items placed on 
the table of shewbread have distinct parallels in the emblems of the 
sacrament.



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Golden Candlestick 

The source of light for the tabernacle was the sacred candlestick. Called 
menorah in Hebrew, which means the “place of lights” (Fallows, Bible 
Encyclopedia, s.v. “candlestick,” 1:332), it held not candles but rather seven 
cup-shaped containers "lled with pure olive oil into which a wick was 
inserted and lit. Made of solid gold, the menorah was supported by a base 
which rested upon three feet. Its shaft rose from the base which was 
decorated by knops (spherical ornamentations), bowls (enlargements 
proportionate in size to the knops and upon which were almond blossoms), 
and !owers (disc-like enlargements representing the shape of an almond 
!ower petal). Each of the branches of the menorah was crowned with a light 
which illuminated the holy place, or "rst room of the tabernacle.



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Golden Candlestick 

The number seven has sacred signi"cance in the Old Testament, connoting 
wholeness or perfection (see Smith, Dictionary of the Bible, s.v. “seven,” pp. 
607–8; Douglas, New Bible Dictionary, s.v. “numbers,” p. 898). Thus, the light 
provided in the house of the Lord symbolized the perfect light. 

The oil for the seven lamps had to be pure olive oil (see Exodus 27:20) that 
had been consecrated for that purpose 

Other scriptures indicate that olive oil represents the Holy Spirit, probably 
because it provided "re, heat, and light when burned in the lamps (see D&C 
45:56–57). Thus, the sacred menorah was a type or symbol of the true source 
of spiritual light, namely the Holy Ghost as He bears witness of the Father 
and the Son.
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silver; two sockets under one board, 
and two sockets under another  
board.
27 And for the sides of the taber-

nacle westward he made six boards.
28 And two boards made he for 

the corners of the tabernacle in 
the a  two sides.
29 And they were coupled be-

neath, and coupled together at the 
head thereof, to one ring: thus he 
did to both of them in both the  
corners.
30 And there were eight boards; 

and their sockets were sixteen sock-
ets of silver, under every board two 
sockets.
31 ¶ And he made bars of shittim 

wood; five for the boards of the one 
side of the tabernacle,
32 And five bars for the boards 

of the other side of the tabernacle, 
and five bars for the boards of the 
tabernacle for the sides westward.
33 And he made the middle bar 

to a  shoot through the boards from 
the one end to the other.
34 And he overlaid the boards 

with gold, and made their rings of 
gold to be places for the bars, and 
overlaid the bars with gold.
35 ¶ And he made a a  veil of blue, 

and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: with cherubims made 
he it of cunning work.
36 And he made thereunto four 

pillars of shittim wood, and overlaid 
them with gold: their hooks were 
of gold; and he cast for them four 
sockets of silver.
37 ¶ And he made a  an hanging 

for the tabernacle door of blue, and 
purple, and scarlet, and fine twined 
linen, of needlework;
38 And the five pillars of it with 

their hooks: and he overlaid their 
a chapiters and their fillets with gold: 
but their five sockets were of brass.

CHAPTER 37
Bezaleel makes the ark, the mercy seat, 
and the cherubims—He makes the table, 
the vessels, the candlestick, the incense 
altar, the holy anointing oil, and the 
sweet incense.
AND Bezaleel a  made the b  ark of 
c shittim wood: two cubits and a half 
was the length of it, and a cubit and 
a half the breadth of it, and a cubit 
and a half the height of it:
2 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold within and without, and made 
a a  crown of gold to it round about.
3 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, to be set by the four corners 
of it; even two rings upon the one 
side of it, and two rings upon the 
other side of it.
4 And he made staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
gold.
5 And he put the staves into the 

rings by the sides of the ark, to 
bear the ark.
6 ¶ And he made the a  mercy 

seat of pure gold: two cubits and 
a half was the length thereof, and 
one cubit and a half the breadth  
thereof.
7 And he made two a  cherubims of 

gold, beaten out of one piece made 
he them, on the two ends of the 
mercy seat;
8 One cherub on the end on this 

side, and another cherub on the 
other end on that side: a  out of the 
mercy seat made he the cherubims 
on the two ends thereof.
9 And the a  cherubims spread out 

their wings on high, and covered 
with their wings over the mercy 
seat, with their faces one to another; 
even to the mercy seatward were the 
faces of the cherubims.
10 ¶ And he made the a  table of 

shittim wood: two cubits was the 

 28 a IE those adjoining the 
west side.

 33 a OR pass.
 35 a TG Veil.
 37 a OR a screen or curtain.
 38 a OR capitals or tops of 

the pillars.

37 1 a TG Skill.
  b TG Ark of the  

Covenant.
  c HEB acacia (also vv. 4, 

10, 15, 25, 28).
 2 a OR border (also 

vv. 11–12, 26–27).

 6 a Ex. 25:17 (17–21).
 7 a TG Cherubim.
 8 a OR of one piece with.
 9 a TG Symbolism.
 10 a Ex. 25:23 (23–29);  

1 Kgs. 7:48.
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length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof:
11 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, and made thereunto a crown 
of gold round about.
12 Also he made thereunto a bor-

der of an handbreadth round about; 
and made a crown of gold for the 
border thereof round about.
13 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, and put the rings upon the 
four corners that were in the four 
feet thereof.
14 a  Over against the border were 

the rings, the places for the staves 
to bear the table.
15 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold, to bear the table.
16 And he made the a vessels which 

were upon the table, his dishes, 
and his spoons, and his bowls, and 
b  his covers to cover withal, of pure  
gold.
17 ¶ And he made the a candlestick 

of pure gold: of beaten work made 
he the candlestick; his shaft, and 
b  his branch, his bowls, c  his knops, 
and his flowers, were of the same:
18 And six branches going out of 

the sides thereof; three branches 
of the candlestick out of the one 
side thereof, and three branches 
of the candlestick out of the other 
side thereof:
19 Three bowls made after the 

fashion of almonds in one branch, 
a knop and a flower; and three 
bowls made like almonds in an-
other branch, a knop and a flower: 
so throughout the six branches go-
ing out of the candlestick.
20 And in the candlestick were 

four bowls made like almonds, his 
knops, and his flowers:
21 And a knop under two branches 

of the same, and a knop under two 
branches of the same, and a knop 

under two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches go-
ing out of it.
22 Their knops and their branches 

were of the same: all of it was one 
beaten work of pure gold.
23 And he made his seven lamps, 

and his snuffers, and his snuff-
dishes, of pure gold.
24 Of a talent of pure gold made 

he it, and all the vessels thereof.
25 ¶ And he made the incense 

a  altar of shittim wood: the length 
of it was a cubit, and the breadth 
of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was the height of it; the 
horns thereof were of the same.
26 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, both the top of it, and the sides 
thereof round about, and the horns 
of it: also he made unto it a crown 
of gold round about.
27 And he made two rings of gold 

for it under the crown thereof, by 
the two corners of it, upon the two 
sides thereof, to be places for the 
staves a  to bear it withal.
28 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold.
29 ¶ And he made the holy anoint-

ing oil, and the pure a  incense of 
sweet spices, according to the work 
of the b  apothecary.

CHAPTER 38
Bezaleel and others make the altar of 
burnt offerings and all things pertaining 
to the tabernacle—Offerings are made 
by 603,550 men.
AND he a  made the b  altar of burnt 
offering of c  shittim wood: five cu-
bits was the length thereof, and 
five cubits the breadth thereof; it 
was foursquare; and three cubits 
the height thereof.
2 And he made the horns thereof 

on the four corners of it; the horns 

 14 a OR Next to.
 16 a OR utensils.
  b HEB the jugs for 

pouring libations.
 17 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39);  

Zech. 4:2 (1–14);  

Rev. 1:20.
  b OR its branches, its 

cups, etc.
  c OR its buds.
 25 a 1 Kgs. 7:48.
 27 a OR whereby to carry it.

 29 a Ps. 141:2.
  b OR perfumer.
38 1 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 27:1; 35:16.
  c HEB acacia (also v. 6).



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Altar of Incense 

The third piece of furniture found in the holy place along with the sacred 
candlestick and the table of shewbread was the altar of incense. It stood 
directly in front of the veil (see v. 6). Like the ark of the covenant and the 
table of shewbread, it was made of shittim wood covered with gold and had 
rings and staves for carrying. Hot coals were placed on the altar, and each 
morning and evening (see vv. 7–8) the high priest would burn incense. This 
ritual seems to signify that one can approach the presence of God only 
through prayer, for scriptures elsewhere indicate that incense is a symbol of 
prayer (see Revelation 5:8; 8:3–4; Psalm 141:2).



Exodus 38
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof:
11 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, and made thereunto a crown 
of gold round about.
12 Also he made thereunto a bor-

der of an handbreadth round about; 
and made a crown of gold for the 
border thereof round about.
13 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, and put the rings upon the 
four corners that were in the four 
feet thereof.
14 a  Over against the border were 

the rings, the places for the staves 
to bear the table.
15 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold, to bear the table.
16 And he made the a vessels which 

were upon the table, his dishes, 
and his spoons, and his bowls, and 
b  his covers to cover withal, of pure  
gold.
17 ¶ And he made the a candlestick 

of pure gold: of beaten work made 
he the candlestick; his shaft, and 
b  his branch, his bowls, c  his knops, 
and his flowers, were of the same:
18 And six branches going out of 

the sides thereof; three branches 
of the candlestick out of the one 
side thereof, and three branches 
of the candlestick out of the other 
side thereof:
19 Three bowls made after the 

fashion of almonds in one branch, 
a knop and a flower; and three 
bowls made like almonds in an-
other branch, a knop and a flower: 
so throughout the six branches go-
ing out of the candlestick.
20 And in the candlestick were 

four bowls made like almonds, his 
knops, and his flowers:
21 And a knop under two branches 

of the same, and a knop under two 
branches of the same, and a knop 

under two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches go-
ing out of it.
22 Their knops and their branches 

were of the same: all of it was one 
beaten work of pure gold.
23 And he made his seven lamps, 

and his snuffers, and his snuff-
dishes, of pure gold.
24 Of a talent of pure gold made 

he it, and all the vessels thereof.
25 ¶ And he made the incense 

a  altar of shittim wood: the length 
of it was a cubit, and the breadth 
of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was the height of it; the 
horns thereof were of the same.
26 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, both the top of it, and the sides 
thereof round about, and the horns 
of it: also he made unto it a crown 
of gold round about.
27 And he made two rings of gold 

for it under the crown thereof, by 
the two corners of it, upon the two 
sides thereof, to be places for the 
staves a  to bear it withal.
28 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold.
29 ¶ And he made the holy anoint-

ing oil, and the pure a  incense of 
sweet spices, according to the work 
of the b  apothecary.

CHAPTER 38
Bezaleel and others make the altar of 
burnt offerings and all things pertaining 
to the tabernacle—Offerings are made 
by 603,550 men.
AND he a  made the b  altar of burnt 
offering of c  shittim wood: five cu-
bits was the length thereof, and 
five cubits the breadth thereof; it 
was foursquare; and three cubits 
the height thereof.
2 And he made the horns thereof 

on the four corners of it; the horns 

 14 a OR Next to.
 16 a OR utensils.
  b HEB the jugs for 

pouring libations.
 17 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39);  

Zech. 4:2 (1–14);  

Rev. 1:20.
  b OR its branches, its 

cups, etc.
  c OR its buds.
 25 a 1 Kgs. 7:48.
 27 a OR whereby to carry it.

 29 a Ps. 141:2.
  b OR perfumer.
38 1 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 27:1; 35:16.
  c HEB acacia (also v. 6).

141 EXODUS 38:3–23

thereof were of a  the same: and he 
overlaid it with b  brass.
3 And he made all the vessels of 

the altar, the pots, and the shovels, 
and the basins, and the fleshhooks, 
and the firepans: all the vessels 
thereof made he of brass.
4 And he made for the altar a bra-

sen grate of network under a  the 
compass thereof beneath unto the 
midst of it.
5 And he cast four rings for the 

four ends of the grate of brass, to 
be places for the staves.
6 And he made the staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
brass.
7 And he put the staves into the 

rings on the sides of the altar, to 
bear it withal; he made the altar 
hollow with boards.
8 ¶ And he made the laver of 

brass, and the foot of it of brass, 
of the a  lookingglasses of the women 
assembling, which assembled at 
the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
9 ¶ And he made the court: on the 

south side southward the hangings 
of the court were of fine twined 
linen, an hundred cubits:
10 Their a  pillars were twenty, and 

their brasen b  sockets twenty; the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets 
were of silver.
11 And for the north side the hang-

ings were an hundred cubits, their 
pillars were twenty, and their sock-
ets of brass twenty; the hooks of 
the pillars and their fillets of silver.
12 And for the west side were hang-

ings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, 
and their sockets ten; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets of  
silver.
13 And for the east side eastward 

fifty cubits.
14 The hangings of the one side of 

the gate were fifteen cubits; their pil-
lars three, and their sockets three.
15 And for the other side of the 

court gate, on this hand and that 
hand, were hangings of fifteen cu-
bits; their pillars three, and their 
sockets three.
16 All the hangings of the court 

round about were of fine twined 
a  linen.
17 And the sockets for the pillars 

were of brass; the hooks of the pil-
lars and their fillets of silver; and 
the overlaying of their a  chapiters 
of silver; and all the b  pillars of the 
court were filleted with silver.
18 And the a  hanging for the gate 

of the court was needlework, of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: and twenty cubits was 
the length, and the height in the 
breadth was five cubits, b  answer-
able to the hangings of the court.
19 And their pillars were four, and 

their sockets of brass four; their 
hooks of silver, and the overlaying 
of their chapiters and their fillets 
of silver.
20 And all the pins of the taberna-

cle, and of the court round about, 
were of brass.
21 ¶ This is the a  sum of the b  tab-

ernacle, even of the c  tabernacle of 
testimony, as it was counted, ac-
cording to the commandment of 
Moses, for the service of the d  Lev-
ites, by the hand of e  Ithamar, son 
to Aaron the priest.
22 And Bezaleel the son of Uri, 

the son of Hur, of the tribe of Ju-
dah, made all that the LORD com-
manded Moses.
23 And with him was Aholiab, son 

of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, 
an engraver, and a cunning work-
man, and an embroiderer in blue, 
and in purple, and in scarlet, and 
fine linen.

 2 a OR one piece with it.
  b OR bronze (also  

vv. 3, 5–6).  
2 Chr. 1:5.

 4 a OR its rim or border.
 8 a OR mirrors.
 10 a Ex. 27:10 (10–11, 17).
  b OR bases (also vv. 11–12, 

14–15, etc.).
 16 a Ex. 27:9 (9–19).
 17 a OR capitals or headwork.
  b Ex. 27:10 (9–19).
 18 a OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 27:16 (9–19).
  b OR corresponding.
 21 a IE of the items 

connected with the 
tabernacle.

  b Num. 10:11.
  c Num. 17:7.
  d Num. 1:50 (47–53);  

3:41 (7–41);  
D&C 124:39.

  e Ex. 6:23; 28:1.

142EXODUS 38:24–39:11

24 All the gold that was a  occu-
pied for the work in all the work 
of the holy place, even the gold of 
the b  offering, was twenty and nine 
talents, and seven hundred and 
thirty shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary.
25 And the silver of them that were 

numbered of the congregation was 
an hundred talents, and a thousand 
seven hundred and threescore and 
fifteen shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary:
26 A bekah for every man, that is, 

half a shekel, after the a  shekel of 
the sanctuary, for every one b  that 
went to be numbered, from twenty 
years old and upward, for six hun-
dred thousand and three thousand 
and five hundred and fifty men.
27 And of the hundred talents of 

silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary, and the sockets of the 
veil; an hundred sockets of the hun-
dred talents, a talent for a socket.
28 And of the thousand seven 

hundred seventy and five shekels 
he made hooks for the pillars, and 
overlaid their chapiters, and fil-
leted them.
29 And the brass of the offering 

was seventy talents, and two thou-
sand and four hundred shekels.
30 And therewith he made the 

sockets to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and the bra-
sen altar, and the brasen grate for 
it, and all the vessels of the altar,
31 And the sockets of the court 

round about, and the sockets of  
the court gate, and all the pins  
of the tabernacle, and all the pins of  
the court round about.

CHAPTER 39
Holy garments are made for Aaron and 
the priests—The breastplate is made—

The tabernacle of the congregation is 
finished—Moses blesses the people.
AND of the blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, they a made b cloths of service, 
to do service in the holy place, and  
made the holy c garments for Aaron; 
as the LORD commanded Moses.
2 And he made the a ephod of gold, 

blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen.
3 And they did beat the gold into 

thin plates, and cut it into a  wires, 
to work it in the blue, and in the 
purple, and in the scarlet, and in 
the fine linen, with b  cunning work.
4 They made shoulderpieces for 

it, to couple it together: by the two 
edges was it coupled together.
5 And the a  curious girdle of his 

ephod, that was upon it, was of the 
same, according to the work thereof; 
of gold, blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine twined linen; as the 
LORD commanded Moses.
6 ¶ And they wrought onyx stones 

inclosed in a  ouches of gold, graven, 
as signets are graven, with the names 
of the children of Israel.
7 And he put them on the shoul-

ders of the ephod, that they should be  
stones for a memorial to the children  
of Israel; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
8 ¶ And he made the breastplate 

of cunning work, like the work of 
the ephod; of gold, blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen.
9 It was foursquare; they made 

the breastplate double: a span was 
the length thereof, and a span the 
breadth thereof, being doubled.
10 And they set in it four rows of 

stones: the first row was a a  sardius, 
a topaz, and a carbuncle: this was 
the first row.
11 And the second row, an em-

erald, a sapphire, and a diamond.

 24 a HEB used.
  b Ex. 35:22.
 26 a Ex. 30:13;  

Matt. 17:27 (24–27).
  b OR who was numbered 

in the census.
39 1 a TG Skill.

  b HEB officiating 
garments.  
Ex. 35:19.

  c Ex. 28:2, 4 (1–5).
 2 a IE a special apron.  

Ex. 28:6 (6–14).
 3 a OR threads.

  b OR skillful design.
 5 a OR skillfully woven 

band (also vv. 20–21).
 6 a OR settings (also vv. 13, 

16, 18).
 10 a OR ruby.



Old Testament Institute Manual - Altar of Burnt O!erings 

All burnt o#erings performed within the tabernacle took place on this altar. 
It was hollow, "ve cubits square and three cubits high, or about 7½ x 7½ x 5 
feet in dimension. It was made of shittim wood overlaid with brass plates. 

It had four horns on its corners. Upon these horns the blood of the sacri"ce 
was to be smeared. By laying hold of these horns, a person could "nd asylum 
and safety (see 1 Kings 1:50; 2:28), although not if he was guilty of 
premeditated murder (see Exodus 21:14). Sometimes the horns were used to 
bind the animal or intended sacri"ce.



Old Testament Institute Manual - Holy Instruments of Sacri"ce 

The pan was a large, brazen dish placed under the altar to receive the ashes 
as they fell through. 

Brazen "re shovels were used for emptying the pans. 

The basons were receptacles used to catch the blood from the sacri"ce. 

The !eshhook was a three-pronged hook that the priest used to dip into the 
sacri"cial container. That which he brought up was to be kept for himself. 

The "repan was the container in which was kept the continuously burning 
"re for sacri"ce.



Old Testament Institute Manual - Laver 

This, like the altar of sacri"ce, was made of brass. It stood between the altar 
of sacri"ce and the tabernacle. It was used by the priests for cleansing, 
preparatory to entering the tabernacle. 

In Solomon’s day, when a permanent temple was constructed, the laver was 
set on the backs of twelve oxen (see 1 Kings 7:23–26).
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140EXODUS 37:11–38:2

length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof:
11 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, and made thereunto a crown 
of gold round about.
12 Also he made thereunto a bor-

der of an handbreadth round about; 
and made a crown of gold for the 
border thereof round about.
13 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, and put the rings upon the 
four corners that were in the four 
feet thereof.
14 a  Over against the border were 

the rings, the places for the staves 
to bear the table.
15 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold, to bear the table.
16 And he made the a vessels which 

were upon the table, his dishes, 
and his spoons, and his bowls, and 
b  his covers to cover withal, of pure  
gold.
17 ¶ And he made the a candlestick 

of pure gold: of beaten work made 
he the candlestick; his shaft, and 
b  his branch, his bowls, c  his knops, 
and his flowers, were of the same:
18 And six branches going out of 

the sides thereof; three branches 
of the candlestick out of the one 
side thereof, and three branches 
of the candlestick out of the other 
side thereof:
19 Three bowls made after the 

fashion of almonds in one branch, 
a knop and a flower; and three 
bowls made like almonds in an-
other branch, a knop and a flower: 
so throughout the six branches go-
ing out of the candlestick.
20 And in the candlestick were 

four bowls made like almonds, his 
knops, and his flowers:
21 And a knop under two branches 

of the same, and a knop under two 
branches of the same, and a knop 

under two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches go-
ing out of it.
22 Their knops and their branches 

were of the same: all of it was one 
beaten work of pure gold.
23 And he made his seven lamps, 

and his snuffers, and his snuff-
dishes, of pure gold.
24 Of a talent of pure gold made 

he it, and all the vessels thereof.
25 ¶ And he made the incense 

a  altar of shittim wood: the length 
of it was a cubit, and the breadth 
of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was the height of it; the 
horns thereof were of the same.
26 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, both the top of it, and the sides 
thereof round about, and the horns 
of it: also he made unto it a crown 
of gold round about.
27 And he made two rings of gold 

for it under the crown thereof, by 
the two corners of it, upon the two 
sides thereof, to be places for the 
staves a  to bear it withal.
28 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold.
29 ¶ And he made the holy anoint-

ing oil, and the pure a  incense of 
sweet spices, according to the work 
of the b  apothecary.

CHAPTER 38
Bezaleel and others make the altar of 
burnt offerings and all things pertaining 
to the tabernacle—Offerings are made 
by 603,550 men.
AND he a  made the b  altar of burnt 
offering of c  shittim wood: five cu-
bits was the length thereof, and 
five cubits the breadth thereof; it 
was foursquare; and three cubits 
the height thereof.
2 And he made the horns thereof 

on the four corners of it; the horns 

 14 a OR Next to.
 16 a OR utensils.
  b HEB the jugs for 

pouring libations.
 17 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39);  

Zech. 4:2 (1–14);  

Rev. 1:20.
  b OR its branches, its 

cups, etc.
  c OR its buds.
 25 a 1 Kgs. 7:48.
 27 a OR whereby to carry it.

 29 a Ps. 141:2.
  b OR perfumer.
38 1 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 27:1; 35:16.
  c HEB acacia (also v. 6).

141 EXODUS 38:3–23

thereof were of a  the same: and he 
overlaid it with b  brass.
3 And he made all the vessels of 

the altar, the pots, and the shovels, 
and the basins, and the fleshhooks, 
and the firepans: all the vessels 
thereof made he of brass.
4 And he made for the altar a bra-

sen grate of network under a  the 
compass thereof beneath unto the 
midst of it.
5 And he cast four rings for the 

four ends of the grate of brass, to 
be places for the staves.
6 And he made the staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
brass.
7 And he put the staves into the 

rings on the sides of the altar, to 
bear it withal; he made the altar 
hollow with boards.
8 ¶ And he made the laver of 

brass, and the foot of it of brass, 
of the a  lookingglasses of the women 
assembling, which assembled at 
the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
9 ¶ And he made the court: on the 

south side southward the hangings 
of the court were of fine twined 
linen, an hundred cubits:
10 Their a  pillars were twenty, and 

their brasen b  sockets twenty; the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets 
were of silver.
11 And for the north side the hang-

ings were an hundred cubits, their 
pillars were twenty, and their sock-
ets of brass twenty; the hooks of 
the pillars and their fillets of silver.
12 And for the west side were hang-

ings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, 
and their sockets ten; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets of  
silver.
13 And for the east side eastward 

fifty cubits.
14 The hangings of the one side of 

the gate were fifteen cubits; their pil-
lars three, and their sockets three.
15 And for the other side of the 

court gate, on this hand and that 
hand, were hangings of fifteen cu-
bits; their pillars three, and their 
sockets three.
16 All the hangings of the court 

round about were of fine twined 
a  linen.
17 And the sockets for the pillars 

were of brass; the hooks of the pil-
lars and their fillets of silver; and 
the overlaying of their a  chapiters 
of silver; and all the b  pillars of the 
court were filleted with silver.
18 And the a  hanging for the gate 

of the court was needlework, of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: and twenty cubits was 
the length, and the height in the 
breadth was five cubits, b  answer-
able to the hangings of the court.
19 And their pillars were four, and 

their sockets of brass four; their 
hooks of silver, and the overlaying 
of their chapiters and their fillets 
of silver.
20 And all the pins of the taberna-

cle, and of the court round about, 
were of brass.
21 ¶ This is the a  sum of the b  tab-

ernacle, even of the c  tabernacle of 
testimony, as it was counted, ac-
cording to the commandment of 
Moses, for the service of the d  Lev-
ites, by the hand of e  Ithamar, son 
to Aaron the priest.
22 And Bezaleel the son of Uri, 

the son of Hur, of the tribe of Ju-
dah, made all that the LORD com-
manded Moses.
23 And with him was Aholiab, son 

of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, 
an engraver, and a cunning work-
man, and an embroiderer in blue, 
and in purple, and in scarlet, and 
fine linen.

 2 a OR one piece with it.
  b OR bronze (also  

vv. 3, 5–6).  
2 Chr. 1:5.

 4 a OR its rim or border.
 8 a OR mirrors.
 10 a Ex. 27:10 (10–11, 17).
  b OR bases (also vv. 11–12, 

14–15, etc.).
 16 a Ex. 27:9 (9–19).
 17 a OR capitals or headwork.
  b Ex. 27:10 (9–19).
 18 a OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 27:16 (9–19).
  b OR corresponding.
 21 a IE of the items 

connected with the 
tabernacle.

  b Num. 10:11.
  c Num. 17:7.
  d Num. 1:50 (47–53);  

3:41 (7–41);  
D&C 124:39.

  e Ex. 6:23; 28:1.

142EXODUS 38:24–39:11

24 All the gold that was a  occu-
pied for the work in all the work 
of the holy place, even the gold of 
the b  offering, was twenty and nine 
talents, and seven hundred and 
thirty shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary.
25 And the silver of them that were 

numbered of the congregation was 
an hundred talents, and a thousand 
seven hundred and threescore and 
fifteen shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary:
26 A bekah for every man, that is, 

half a shekel, after the a  shekel of 
the sanctuary, for every one b  that 
went to be numbered, from twenty 
years old and upward, for six hun-
dred thousand and three thousand 
and five hundred and fifty men.
27 And of the hundred talents of 

silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary, and the sockets of the 
veil; an hundred sockets of the hun-
dred talents, a talent for a socket.
28 And of the thousand seven 

hundred seventy and five shekels 
he made hooks for the pillars, and 
overlaid their chapiters, and fil-
leted them.
29 And the brass of the offering 

was seventy talents, and two thou-
sand and four hundred shekels.
30 And therewith he made the 

sockets to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and the bra-
sen altar, and the brasen grate for 
it, and all the vessels of the altar,
31 And the sockets of the court 

round about, and the sockets of  
the court gate, and all the pins  
of the tabernacle, and all the pins of  
the court round about.

CHAPTER 39
Holy garments are made for Aaron and 
the priests—The breastplate is made—

The tabernacle of the congregation is 
finished—Moses blesses the people.
AND of the blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, they a made b cloths of service, 
to do service in the holy place, and  
made the holy c garments for Aaron; 
as the LORD commanded Moses.
2 And he made the a ephod of gold, 

blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen.
3 And they did beat the gold into 

thin plates, and cut it into a  wires, 
to work it in the blue, and in the 
purple, and in the scarlet, and in 
the fine linen, with b  cunning work.
4 They made shoulderpieces for 

it, to couple it together: by the two 
edges was it coupled together.
5 And the a  curious girdle of his 

ephod, that was upon it, was of the 
same, according to the work thereof; 
of gold, blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine twined linen; as the 
LORD commanded Moses.
6 ¶ And they wrought onyx stones 

inclosed in a  ouches of gold, graven, 
as signets are graven, with the names 
of the children of Israel.
7 And he put them on the shoul-

ders of the ephod, that they should be  
stones for a memorial to the children  
of Israel; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
8 ¶ And he made the breastplate 

of cunning work, like the work of 
the ephod; of gold, blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen.
9 It was foursquare; they made 

the breastplate double: a span was 
the length thereof, and a span the 
breadth thereof, being doubled.
10 And they set in it four rows of 

stones: the first row was a a  sardius, 
a topaz, and a carbuncle: this was 
the first row.
11 And the second row, an em-

erald, a sapphire, and a diamond.

 24 a HEB used.
  b Ex. 35:22.
 26 a Ex. 30:13;  

Matt. 17:27 (24–27).
  b OR who was numbered 

in the census.
39 1 a TG Skill.

  b HEB officiating 
garments.  
Ex. 35:19.

  c Ex. 28:2, 4 (1–5).
 2 a IE a special apron.  

Ex. 28:6 (6–14).
 3 a OR threads.

  b OR skillful design.
 5 a OR skillfully woven 

band (also vv. 20–21).
 6 a OR settings (also vv. 13, 

16, 18).
 10 a OR ruby.



141 EXODUS 38:3–23

thereof were of a  the same: and he 
overlaid it with b  brass.
3 And he made all the vessels of 

the altar, the pots, and the shovels, 
and the basins, and the fleshhooks, 
and the firepans: all the vessels 
thereof made he of brass.
4 And he made for the altar a bra-

sen grate of network under a  the 
compass thereof beneath unto the 
midst of it.
5 And he cast four rings for the 

four ends of the grate of brass, to 
be places for the staves.
6 And he made the staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
brass.
7 And he put the staves into the 

rings on the sides of the altar, to 
bear it withal; he made the altar 
hollow with boards.
8 ¶ And he made the laver of 

brass, and the foot of it of brass, 
of the a  lookingglasses of the women 
assembling, which assembled at 
the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
9 ¶ And he made the court: on the 

south side southward the hangings 
of the court were of fine twined 
linen, an hundred cubits:
10 Their a  pillars were twenty, and 

their brasen b  sockets twenty; the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets 
were of silver.
11 And for the north side the hang-

ings were an hundred cubits, their 
pillars were twenty, and their sock-
ets of brass twenty; the hooks of 
the pillars and their fillets of silver.
12 And for the west side were hang-

ings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, 
and their sockets ten; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets of  
silver.
13 And for the east side eastward 

fifty cubits.
14 The hangings of the one side of 

the gate were fifteen cubits; their pil-
lars three, and their sockets three.
15 And for the other side of the 

court gate, on this hand and that 
hand, were hangings of fifteen cu-
bits; their pillars three, and their 
sockets three.
16 All the hangings of the court 

round about were of fine twined 
a  linen.
17 And the sockets for the pillars 

were of brass; the hooks of the pil-
lars and their fillets of silver; and 
the overlaying of their a  chapiters 
of silver; and all the b  pillars of the 
court were filleted with silver.
18 And the a  hanging for the gate 

of the court was needlework, of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: and twenty cubits was 
the length, and the height in the 
breadth was five cubits, b  answer-
able to the hangings of the court.
19 And their pillars were four, and 

their sockets of brass four; their 
hooks of silver, and the overlaying 
of their chapiters and their fillets 
of silver.
20 And all the pins of the taberna-

cle, and of the court round about, 
were of brass.
21 ¶ This is the a  sum of the b  tab-

ernacle, even of the c  tabernacle of 
testimony, as it was counted, ac-
cording to the commandment of 
Moses, for the service of the d  Lev-
ites, by the hand of e  Ithamar, son 
to Aaron the priest.
22 And Bezaleel the son of Uri, 

the son of Hur, of the tribe of Ju-
dah, made all that the LORD com-
manded Moses.
23 And with him was Aholiab, son 

of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, 
an engraver, and a cunning work-
man, and an embroiderer in blue, 
and in purple, and in scarlet, and 
fine linen.

 2 a OR one piece with it.
  b OR bronze (also  

vv. 3, 5–6).  
2 Chr. 1:5.

 4 a OR its rim or border.
 8 a OR mirrors.
 10 a Ex. 27:10 (10–11, 17).
  b OR bases (also vv. 11–12, 

14–15, etc.).
 16 a Ex. 27:9 (9–19).
 17 a OR capitals or headwork.
  b Ex. 27:10 (9–19).
 18 a OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 27:16 (9–19).
  b OR corresponding.
 21 a IE of the items 

connected with the 
tabernacle.

  b Num. 10:11.
  c Num. 17:7.
  d Num. 1:50 (47–53);  

3:41 (7–41);  
D&C 124:39.

  e Ex. 6:23; 28:1.



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Outer Courtyard 

Surrounding the tabernacle itself was a large enclosed area protected by 
woven hangings attached to a movable wall. In this courtyard was located 
the altar of burnt o#erings (altar of sacri"ce) and the laver of water for the 
symbolic cleansing of hands and feet. Into this courtyard anyone of Israel 
could bring sacri"ces, but only the priests could enter the tabernacle itself. 
(Sometimes, however, the tabernacle referred to in the Old Testament means 
the whole complex, including the courtyard, and not just the tent itself.) 

Each pillar of the court of the tabernacle was ringed horizontally by silver 
"llets, which were rectangular bands around each pillar to both protect the 
wood and beautify it. The hangings, or the fabric which formed the outer 
walls of the court, were attached to the top of each pillar and were secured at 
the bottom by ties to the brass pins which were "rmly driven into the 
ground. 
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140EXODUS 37:11–38:2

length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a 
half the height thereof:
11 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, and made thereunto a crown 
of gold round about.
12 Also he made thereunto a bor-

der of an handbreadth round about; 
and made a crown of gold for the 
border thereof round about.
13 And he cast for it four rings of 

gold, and put the rings upon the 
four corners that were in the four 
feet thereof.
14 a  Over against the border were 

the rings, the places for the staves 
to bear the table.
15 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold, to bear the table.
16 And he made the a vessels which 

were upon the table, his dishes, 
and his spoons, and his bowls, and 
b  his covers to cover withal, of pure  
gold.
17 ¶ And he made the a candlestick 

of pure gold: of beaten work made 
he the candlestick; his shaft, and 
b  his branch, his bowls, c  his knops, 
and his flowers, were of the same:
18 And six branches going out of 

the sides thereof; three branches 
of the candlestick out of the one 
side thereof, and three branches 
of the candlestick out of the other 
side thereof:
19 Three bowls made after the 

fashion of almonds in one branch, 
a knop and a flower; and three 
bowls made like almonds in an-
other branch, a knop and a flower: 
so throughout the six branches go-
ing out of the candlestick.
20 And in the candlestick were 

four bowls made like almonds, his 
knops, and his flowers:
21 And a knop under two branches 

of the same, and a knop under two 
branches of the same, and a knop 

under two branches of the same, 
according to the six branches go-
ing out of it.
22 Their knops and their branches 

were of the same: all of it was one 
beaten work of pure gold.
23 And he made his seven lamps, 

and his snuffers, and his snuff-
dishes, of pure gold.
24 Of a talent of pure gold made 

he it, and all the vessels thereof.
25 ¶ And he made the incense 

a  altar of shittim wood: the length 
of it was a cubit, and the breadth 
of it a cubit; it was foursquare; and 
two cubits was the height of it; the 
horns thereof were of the same.
26 And he overlaid it with pure 

gold, both the top of it, and the sides 
thereof round about, and the horns 
of it: also he made unto it a crown 
of gold round about.
27 And he made two rings of gold 

for it under the crown thereof, by 
the two corners of it, upon the two 
sides thereof, to be places for the 
staves a  to bear it withal.
28 And he made the staves of 

shittim wood, and overlaid them 
with gold.
29 ¶ And he made the holy anoint-

ing oil, and the pure a  incense of 
sweet spices, according to the work 
of the b  apothecary.

CHAPTER 38
Bezaleel and others make the altar of 
burnt offerings and all things pertaining 
to the tabernacle—Offerings are made 
by 603,550 men.
AND he a  made the b  altar of burnt 
offering of c  shittim wood: five cu-
bits was the length thereof, and 
five cubits the breadth thereof; it 
was foursquare; and three cubits 
the height thereof.
2 And he made the horns thereof 

on the four corners of it; the horns 

 14 a OR Next to.
 16 a OR utensils.
  b HEB the jugs for 

pouring libations.
 17 a Ex. 25:31 (31–39);  

Zech. 4:2 (1–14);  

Rev. 1:20.
  b OR its branches, its 

cups, etc.
  c OR its buds.
 25 a 1 Kgs. 7:48.
 27 a OR whereby to carry it.

 29 a Ps. 141:2.
  b OR perfumer.
38 1 a TG Skill.
  b Ex. 27:1; 35:16.
  c HEB acacia (also v. 6).
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thereof were of a  the same: and he 
overlaid it with b  brass.
3 And he made all the vessels of 

the altar, the pots, and the shovels, 
and the basins, and the fleshhooks, 
and the firepans: all the vessels 
thereof made he of brass.
4 And he made for the altar a bra-

sen grate of network under a  the 
compass thereof beneath unto the 
midst of it.
5 And he cast four rings for the 

four ends of the grate of brass, to 
be places for the staves.
6 And he made the staves of shittim 

wood, and overlaid them with  
brass.
7 And he put the staves into the 

rings on the sides of the altar, to 
bear it withal; he made the altar 
hollow with boards.
8 ¶ And he made the laver of 

brass, and the foot of it of brass, 
of the a  lookingglasses of the women 
assembling, which assembled at 
the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
9 ¶ And he made the court: on the 

south side southward the hangings 
of the court were of fine twined 
linen, an hundred cubits:
10 Their a  pillars were twenty, and 

their brasen b  sockets twenty; the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets 
were of silver.
11 And for the north side the hang-

ings were an hundred cubits, their 
pillars were twenty, and their sock-
ets of brass twenty; the hooks of 
the pillars and their fillets of silver.
12 And for the west side were hang-

ings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, 
and their sockets ten; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets of  
silver.
13 And for the east side eastward 

fifty cubits.
14 The hangings of the one side of 

the gate were fifteen cubits; their pil-
lars three, and their sockets three.
15 And for the other side of the 

court gate, on this hand and that 
hand, were hangings of fifteen cu-
bits; their pillars three, and their 
sockets three.
16 All the hangings of the court 

round about were of fine twined 
a  linen.
17 And the sockets for the pillars 

were of brass; the hooks of the pil-
lars and their fillets of silver; and 
the overlaying of their a  chapiters 
of silver; and all the b  pillars of the 
court were filleted with silver.
18 And the a  hanging for the gate 

of the court was needlework, of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen: and twenty cubits was 
the length, and the height in the 
breadth was five cubits, b  answer-
able to the hangings of the court.
19 And their pillars were four, and 

their sockets of brass four; their 
hooks of silver, and the overlaying 
of their chapiters and their fillets 
of silver.
20 And all the pins of the taberna-

cle, and of the court round about, 
were of brass.
21 ¶ This is the a  sum of the b  tab-

ernacle, even of the c  tabernacle of 
testimony, as it was counted, ac-
cording to the commandment of 
Moses, for the service of the d  Lev-
ites, by the hand of e  Ithamar, son 
to Aaron the priest.
22 And Bezaleel the son of Uri, 

the son of Hur, of the tribe of Ju-
dah, made all that the LORD com-
manded Moses.
23 And with him was Aholiab, son 

of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, 
an engraver, and a cunning work-
man, and an embroiderer in blue, 
and in purple, and in scarlet, and 
fine linen.

 2 a OR one piece with it.
  b OR bronze (also  

vv. 3, 5–6).  
2 Chr. 1:5.

 4 a OR its rim or border.
 8 a OR mirrors.
 10 a Ex. 27:10 (10–11, 17).
  b OR bases (also vv. 11–12, 

14–15, etc.).
 16 a Ex. 27:9 (9–19).
 17 a OR capitals or headwork.
  b Ex. 27:10 (9–19).
 18 a OR screen or curtain.  

Ex. 27:16 (9–19).
  b OR corresponding.
 21 a IE of the items 

connected with the 
tabernacle.

  b Num. 10:11.
  c Num. 17:7.
  d Num. 1:50 (47–53);  

3:41 (7–41);  
D&C 124:39.

  e Ex. 6:23; 28:1.
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24 All the gold that was a  occu-
pied for the work in all the work 
of the holy place, even the gold of 
the b  offering, was twenty and nine 
talents, and seven hundred and 
thirty shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary.
25 And the silver of them that were 

numbered of the congregation was 
an hundred talents, and a thousand 
seven hundred and threescore and 
fifteen shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary:
26 A bekah for every man, that is, 

half a shekel, after the a  shekel of 
the sanctuary, for every one b  that 
went to be numbered, from twenty 
years old and upward, for six hun-
dred thousand and three thousand 
and five hundred and fifty men.
27 And of the hundred talents of 

silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary, and the sockets of the 
veil; an hundred sockets of the hun-
dred talents, a talent for a socket.
28 And of the thousand seven 

hundred seventy and five shekels 
he made hooks for the pillars, and 
overlaid their chapiters, and fil-
leted them.
29 And the brass of the offering 

was seventy talents, and two thou-
sand and four hundred shekels.
30 And therewith he made the 

sockets to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and the bra-
sen altar, and the brasen grate for 
it, and all the vessels of the altar,
31 And the sockets of the court 

round about, and the sockets of  
the court gate, and all the pins  
of the tabernacle, and all the pins of  
the court round about.

CHAPTER 39
Holy garments are made for Aaron and 
the priests—The breastplate is made—

The tabernacle of the congregation is 
finished—Moses blesses the people.
AND of the blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, they a made b cloths of service, 
to do service in the holy place, and  
made the holy c garments for Aaron; 
as the LORD commanded Moses.
2 And he made the a ephod of gold, 

blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen.
3 And they did beat the gold into 

thin plates, and cut it into a  wires, 
to work it in the blue, and in the 
purple, and in the scarlet, and in 
the fine linen, with b  cunning work.
4 They made shoulderpieces for 

it, to couple it together: by the two 
edges was it coupled together.
5 And the a  curious girdle of his 

ephod, that was upon it, was of the 
same, according to the work thereof; 
of gold, blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine twined linen; as the 
LORD commanded Moses.
6 ¶ And they wrought onyx stones 

inclosed in a  ouches of gold, graven, 
as signets are graven, with the names 
of the children of Israel.
7 And he put them on the shoul-

ders of the ephod, that they should be  
stones for a memorial to the children  
of Israel; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
8 ¶ And he made the breastplate 

of cunning work, like the work of 
the ephod; of gold, blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen.
9 It was foursquare; they made 

the breastplate double: a span was 
the length thereof, and a span the 
breadth thereof, being doubled.
10 And they set in it four rows of 

stones: the first row was a a  sardius, 
a topaz, and a carbuncle: this was 
the first row.
11 And the second row, an em-

erald, a sapphire, and a diamond.

 24 a HEB used.
  b Ex. 35:22.
 26 a Ex. 30:13;  

Matt. 17:27 (24–27).
  b OR who was numbered 

in the census.
39 1 a TG Skill.

  b HEB officiating 
garments.  
Ex. 35:19.

  c Ex. 28:2, 4 (1–5).
 2 a IE a special apron.  

Ex. 28:6 (6–14).
 3 a OR threads.

  b OR skillful design.
 5 a OR skillfully woven 

band (also vv. 20–21).
 6 a OR settings (also vv. 13, 

16, 18).
 10 a OR ruby.
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142EXODUS 38:24–39:11

24 All the gold that was a  occu-
pied for the work in all the work 
of the holy place, even the gold of 
the b  offering, was twenty and nine 
talents, and seven hundred and 
thirty shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary.
25 And the silver of them that were 

numbered of the congregation was 
an hundred talents, and a thousand 
seven hundred and threescore and 
fifteen shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary:
26 A bekah for every man, that is, 

half a shekel, after the a  shekel of 
the sanctuary, for every one b  that 
went to be numbered, from twenty 
years old and upward, for six hun-
dred thousand and three thousand 
and five hundred and fifty men.
27 And of the hundred talents of 

silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary, and the sockets of the 
veil; an hundred sockets of the hun-
dred talents, a talent for a socket.
28 And of the thousand seven 

hundred seventy and five shekels 
he made hooks for the pillars, and 
overlaid their chapiters, and fil-
leted them.
29 And the brass of the offering 

was seventy talents, and two thou-
sand and four hundred shekels.
30 And therewith he made the 

sockets to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and the bra-
sen altar, and the brasen grate for 
it, and all the vessels of the altar,
31 And the sockets of the court 

round about, and the sockets of  
the court gate, and all the pins  
of the tabernacle, and all the pins of  
the court round about.

CHAPTER 39
Holy garments are made for Aaron and 
the priests—The breastplate is made—

The tabernacle of the congregation is 
finished—Moses blesses the people.
AND of the blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, they a made b cloths of service, 
to do service in the holy place, and  
made the holy c garments for Aaron; 
as the LORD commanded Moses.
2 And he made the a ephod of gold, 

blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen.
3 And they did beat the gold into 

thin plates, and cut it into a  wires, 
to work it in the blue, and in the 
purple, and in the scarlet, and in 
the fine linen, with b  cunning work.
4 They made shoulderpieces for 

it, to couple it together: by the two 
edges was it coupled together.
5 And the a  curious girdle of his 

ephod, that was upon it, was of the 
same, according to the work thereof; 
of gold, blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine twined linen; as the 
LORD commanded Moses.
6 ¶ And they wrought onyx stones 

inclosed in a  ouches of gold, graven, 
as signets are graven, with the names 
of the children of Israel.
7 And he put them on the shoul-

ders of the ephod, that they should be  
stones for a memorial to the children  
of Israel; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
8 ¶ And he made the breastplate 

of cunning work, like the work of 
the ephod; of gold, blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen.
9 It was foursquare; they made 

the breastplate double: a span was 
the length thereof, and a span the 
breadth thereof, being doubled.
10 And they set in it four rows of 

stones: the first row was a a  sardius, 
a topaz, and a carbuncle: this was 
the first row.
11 And the second row, an em-

erald, a sapphire, and a diamond.

 24 a HEB used.
  b Ex. 35:22.
 26 a Ex. 30:13;  

Matt. 17:27 (24–27).
  b OR who was numbered 

in the census.
39 1 a TG Skill.

  b HEB officiating 
garments.  
Ex. 35:19.

  c Ex. 28:2, 4 (1–5).
 2 a IE a special apron.  

Ex. 28:6 (6–14).
 3 a OR threads.

  b OR skillful design.
 5 a OR skillfully woven 

band (also vv. 20–21).
 6 a OR settings (also vv. 13, 

16, 18).
 10 a OR ruby.
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12 And the third row, a a  ligure, an 
agate, and an amethyst.
13 And the fourth row, a beryl, an 

onyx, and a jasper: they were inclosed  
in ouches of gold in their inclosings.
14 And the stones were according to 

the names of the children of Israel, 
twelve, according to their names, 
like the engravings of a signet, ev-
ery one with his name, according 
to the twelve tribes.
15 And they made upon the breast-

plate chains at the ends, of a  wrea-
then work of pure gold.
16 And they made two ouches of 

gold, and two gold rings; and put 
the two rings in the two ends of the 
breastplate.
17 And they put the two wreathen 

chains of gold in the two rings on 
the ends of the breastplate.
18 And the two ends of the two 

wreathen chains they fastened in 
the two ouches, and put them on 
the shoulderpieces of the ephod, 
before it.
19 And they made two rings of 

gold, and put them on the two ends 
of the breastplate, upon the border 
of it, which was on the side of the 
ephod inward.
20 And they made two other golden 

rings, and put them on the two sides 
of the ephod underneath, toward 
the forepart of it, over against the 
other coupling thereof, above the 
curious girdle of the ephod.
21 And they did bind the breast-

plate by his rings unto the rings 
of the ephod with a lace of blue, 
that it might be above the curious 
girdle of the ephod, and that the 
breastplate might not be loosed 
from the ephod; as the LORD com-
manded Moses.
22 ¶ And he made the robe of the 

ephod of woven work, all of blue.
23 And there was an hole in the 

midst of the robe, as the hole of an 

a habergeon, with a band round about 
the hole, that it should not rend.
24 And they made upon the hems 

of the robe pomegranates of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and twined 
linen.
25 And they made bells of pure 

gold, and put the bells between 
the pomegranates upon the hem 
of the robe, round about between 
the pomegranates;
26 A bell and a pomegranate, a bell 

and a pomegranate, round about the 
hem of the robe to minister in; as 
the LORD commanded Moses.
27 ¶ And they made coats of fine 

a  linen of woven work for Aaron, 
and for his sons,
28 And a a  mitre of fine linen, and 

b  goodly c  bonnets of fine linen, and 
linen d breeches of fine twined linen,
29 And a girdle of fine twined 

linen, and blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, of  a needlework; as the LORD 
commanded Moses.
30 ¶ And they made the plate of 

the holy crown of pure gold, and 
wrote upon it a writing, like to the 
engravings of a signet, a  HOLINESS 
TO THE LORD.
31 And they tied unto it a lace of 

blue, to fasten it on high upon the 
mitre; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
32 ¶ Thus was all the work of the 

tabernacle of the tent of the con-
gregation finished: and the chil-
dren of Israel did according to all 
that the LORD a  commanded Moses, 
so did they.
33 ¶ And they brought the a  tab-

ernacle unto Moses, the tent, and 
all b  his furniture, his taches, his 
boards, his bars, and his pillars, and  
his sockets,
34 And the covering of rams’ 

skins dyed red, and the covering 
of badgers’ skins, and the a  veil of 
the covering,

 12 a HEB opal.
 15 a OR intertwined cords.
 23 a HEB garment of mail.
 27 a Ex. 28:39;  

Ezek. 44:17.
 28 a HEB turban.

  b HEB caps.
  c Ezek. 44:18.
  d Lev. 6:10;  

Ezek. 44:18.
 29 a TG Art.
 30 a OR CONSECRATED.  

Ex. 28:36.
 32 a TG Commandments of 

God.
 33 a Heb. 9:2 (1–28).
  b OR its implements.
 34 a OR screening veil.

144EXODUS 39:35–40:15

35 The ark of the testimony, and the 
staves thereof, and the mercy seat,
36 The table, and all the vessels 

thereof, and the a  shewbread,
37 The pure candlestick, with the 

lamps thereof, even with the lamps 
to be set in order, and all the ves-
sels thereof, and the oil for light,
38 And the golden altar, and the 

anointing oil, and the sweet incense, 
and the a  hanging for the taberna-
cle door,
39 The brasen altar, and his grate 

of brass, his staves, and all his ves-
sels, the laver and a  his foot,
40 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and his sockets, and the 
hanging for the court gate, his cords, 
and his pins, and all the vessels of 
the service of the tabernacle, for 
the tent of the congregation,
41 The cloths of service to do ser-

vice in the holy place, and the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
his sons’ garments, to minister in 
the priest’s office.
42 According to all that the LORD 

commanded Moses, so the children 
of Israel made all the work.
43 And Moses did look upon all the 

work, and, behold, they had done 
it as the LORD had commanded, 
even so had they done it: and Mo-
ses blessed them.

CHAPTER 40
The tabernacle is reared—Aaron and 
his sons are washed and anointed and 
given an everlasting priesthood—The 
glory of the Lord fills the tabernacle—A 
cloud covers the tabernacle by day, and 
fire rests on it by night.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 On the first day of the first 

a  month shalt thou set up the b  taber-
nacle of the tent of the c congregation.

3 And thou shalt put therein the 
a  ark of the testimony, and cover  
the ark with the b  veil.
4 And thou shalt bring in the table, 

and a set in order the things that are 
to be set in order upon it; and thou 
shalt bring in the candlestick, and 
light the lamps thereof.
5 And thou shalt set the altar of 

gold for the incense before the ark 
of the testimony, and a put the hang-
ing of the door to the tabernacle.
6 And thou shalt set the altar of 

the burnt offering before the door 
of the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation.
7 And thou shalt set the laver be-

tween the tent of the congregation 
and the altar, and shalt put water 
therein.
8 And thou shalt set up the court 

round about, and hang up the a hang-
ing at the court gate.
9 And thou shalt take the anointing 

oil, and anoint the a tabernacle, and 
all that is therein, and shalt hallow 
it, and all the vessels thereof: and 
it shall be holy.
10 And thou shalt anoint the al-

tar of the burnt offering, and all 
his vessels, and sanctify the altar: 
and it shall be an altar most holy.
11 And thou shalt anoint the laver 

and a  his foot, and sanctify it.
12 And thou shalt bring Aaron 

and his sons unto the door of the 
a  tabernacle of the congregation, 
and wash them with water.
13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron 

the holy garments, and a anoint him, 
and sanctify him; that he may min-
ister unto me in the priest’s office.
14 And thou shalt bring his sons, 

and clothe them with coats:
15 And thou shalt a anoint them, as 

thou didst anoint their father, that 
they may minister unto me in the 
b  priest’s office: for their c  anointing  

 36 a OR bread of the 
presence.  
TG Bread, Shewbread.

 38 a HEB screen for the 
opening.

 39 a OR its base.
40 2 a Ex. 12:2.
  b Heb. 8:2 (2–5).

  c TG Church.
 3 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b TG Veil.
 4 a Ex. 26:35; Lev. 24:6 (5–6).
 5 a HEB set up the screen for.
 8 a OR screen or curtain.
 9 a TG Temple.
 11 a OR its base.

 12 a HEB tent of meeting.
 13 a TG Called of God.
 15 a Ex. 29:7; 30:30;  

Lev. 7:36.  
TG Anointing.

  b TG Priesthood, Aaronic.
  c TG Priesthood, 

Ordination.



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Priesthood Garments 
and Their Signi"cance 

When the children of Israel forfeited their right to the higher priesthood and 
its associated blessings and responsibilities, the Lord established the 
Levitical Priesthood among them (see D&C 84:18–27). Through this order of 
the priesthood Israel enjoyed the principles of the preparatory gospel. They 
were reminded continually of the atoning sacri"ce of the Savior, who was 
symbolically represented before them in the person o&ciating as priest (see 
Leviticus 8:5–10; 21:10; Hebrews 5:4; 7:11–12, 21; D&C 107:1, 13–20; JS—H, 
1:68–72). 

The pattern for the o&cial clothing of the high priest, or presiding head of 
the Aaronic Priesthood (not the Melchizedek Priesthood o&ce of high 
priest), was given by revelation and had symbolic as well as practical 
signi"cance. It consisted of the following items:



Old Testament Institute Manual - Ephod 

“The ephod [pronounced ay’fode in Hebrew] was an 
article of sacred clothing worn by the high priests of 
the Levitical Priesthood. The Lord directed that they 
were not to wear ordinary clothing during their 
service, but they were to have ‘holy garments’ made 
by those whom the Lord had ‘"lled with the spirit of 
wisdom.’ (Exod. 28:2–3.) These sacred garments were 
to be passed from father to son along with the high 
priestly o&ce itself. (Exod. 29:29.) 

“The ephod, worn over a blue robe, was made of blue, 
purple, and scarlet material, with designs of gold 
thread skillfully woven into the fabric. This garment 
was fastened at each shoulder and had an intricately 
woven band with which it could be fastened around 



“The ephod, worn over a blue robe, was made of blue, 
purple, and scarlet material, with designs of gold 
thread skillfully woven into the fabric. This garment 
was fastened at each shoulder and had an intricately 
woven band with which it could be fastened around 
the waist. In gold settings on each shoulder were onyx 
stones engraved with the names of the 12 sons of 
Israel as a ‘memorial’ as the priest served before the 
Lord. (See Exod. 28:6–14 and 39:2–7). Fastened to the 
ephod was a breastplate into which the Urim and 
Thummin could be placed. (Exod. 28:15–30.) 

“The exact function of the ephod is not known. As 
President Joseph Fielding Smith obser ved, 
information concerning these ancient ordinances ‘was 
never recorded in any detail, because such ordinances 
are sacred and not for the world.’ (Improvement Era, 
November 1955, p. 794.)” (Richard O. Cowan, “I Have a 
Question,” Ensign, Dec. 1973, p. 33.) 



ephod was a breastplate into which the Urim and 
Thummin could be placed. (Exod. 28:15–30.) 

“The exact function of the ephod is not known. As 
President Joseph Fielding Smith obser ved, 
information concerning these ancient ordinances ‘was 
never recorded in any detail, because such ordinances 
are sacred and not for the world.’ (Improvement Era, 
November 1955, p. 794.)” (Richard O. Cowan, “I Have a 
Question,” Ensign, Dec. 1973, p. 33.) 

This “apron,” as it is sometimes translated, signi"ed a 
beautiful symbolic concept. With the two onyx stones, 
which fastened the ephod on the shoulders, the high 
priest (a type of Christ and also of His authorized 
representatives) entered the tabernacle (the house of 
the Lord, or God’s presence) carrying Israel on his 
shoulders (see Exodus 28:12). 



Old Testament Institute Manual - The 
Breastplate 

Attached to the ephod with golden chains and ouches 
(sockets or fasteners) was the breastplate (see vv. 13–
29). The breastplate worn by Aaron and subsequent 
high priests should not be confused with the one used 
by the Prophet Joseph Smith in translating the Book 
of Mormon. Aaron’s breastplate was made of fabric 
rather than of metal and was woven of the same 
material that was used in making the ephod (see v. 
15). It was twice as long as it was wide and when 
folded became a square pocket into which the Urim 
and Thummim was placed. Upon the exposed half of 
the breastplate were precious stones inscribed with 
the names of each of the tribes of Israel. Thus, the high 
priest bore “the names of the children of Israel in the 



high priests should not be confused with the one used 
by the Prophet Joseph Smith in translating the Book 
of Mormon. Aaron’s breastplate was made of fabric 
rather than of metal and was woven of the same 
material that was used in making the ephod (see v. 
15). It was twice as long as it was wide and when 
folded became a square pocket into which the Urim 
and Thummim was placed. Upon the exposed half of 
the breastplate were precious stones inscribed with 
the names of each of the tribes of Israel. Thus, the high 
priest bore “the names of the children of Israel in the 
breastplate of judgment upon his heart … for a 
memorial before the Lord continually” (v. 29). 

The symbolism of the high priest carrying Israel next 
to his heart lends added meaning to the promise that 
the Lord will some day select His “jewels” (D&C 60:4; 
101:3).



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Urim 
and Thummim 

As noted above, the Urim and Thummim was carried 
in the pouch formed when the breastplate was folded 
over (see Exodus 28:30). 

“A Urim and Thummim consists of two special stones 
called seer stones or interpreters. The Hebrew words 
urim and thummim, both plural, mean lights and 
perfections. Presumably one of the stones is called 
Urim and the other Thummim. Ordinarily they are 
carried in a breastplate over the heart. (Ex. 28:30; Lev. 
8:8.) … 

“… Abraham had them in his day (Abra. 3:1–4), and 



“A Urim and Thummim consists of two special stones 
called seer stones or interpreters. The Hebrew words 
urim and thummim, both plural, mean lights and 
perfections. Presumably one of the stones is called 
Urim and the other Thummim. Ordinarily they are 
carried in a breastplate over the heart. (Ex. 28:30; Lev. 
8:8.) … 

“… Abraham had them in his day (Abra. 3:1–4), and 
Aaron and the priests in Israel had them from 
generation to generation. (Ex. 28:30; Lev. 8:8; Num. 
27:21; Deut. 33:8, 1 Sam. 28:6; Ezra 2:63; Neh. 7:65.) … 

The Urim and Thummim of Aaron was not the same as 
that used by Joseph Smith, for the Prophet received 
the Urim and Thummim used by the brother of Jared 
(see McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p. 819).



Old Testament Institute Manual - The Robe 

The robe. This robe was blue and was woven without 
seams with a hole for the head to go through (see 
Exodus 28:31–32). Jesus, the Great High Priest, was 
clothed in a similar seamless garment prior to His 
Cruci"xion (see John 19:23). Along the hem of the 
robe were placed, alternately, bells and fringes woven 
to look like pomegranates. One scholar noted the 
signi"cance of the robe and its ornaments: 

“[The robe was] woven in one piece, which set forth 
the idea of wholeness or spiritual integrity; and the 
dark-blue colour indicated nothing more than the 
heavenly origin and character of the o&ce with which 
the robe was associated. [The true signi"cance of the 
robe] must be sought for, therefore, in the peculiar 



dark-blue colour indicated nothing more than the 
heavenly origin and character of the o&ce with which 
the robe was associated. [The true signi"cance of the 
robe] must be sought for, therefore, in the peculiar 
pendants, the meaning of which is to be gathered 
from the analogous instructions in [Numbers 15:38–
39], where every Israelite is directed to make a fringe 
in the border of his garment, of dark-blue purple 
thread, and when he looks at the fringe to remember 
the commandments of God and do them. In 
accordance with this, we are also to seek for allusions 
to the word and testimony of God in the pendant of 
pomegranates and bells attached to the fringe of the 
high priest’s robe. The simile in [Proverbs 25:11], 
where the word is compared to an apple, suggests the 
idea that the pomegranates, with their pleasant odour, 
their sweet and refreshing juice, and the richness of 
their delicious kernel, were symbols of the word and 
testimony of God as a sweet and pleasant spiritual 
food, that enlivens the soul and refreshes the heart 



their sweet and refreshing juice, and the richness of 
their delicious kernel, were symbols of the word and 
testimony of God as a sweet and pleasant spiritual 
food, that enlivens the soul and refreshes the heart 
[see Psalms 19:8–11; 119:25, 43, 50; Deuteronomy 8:3; 
Proverbs 9:8; Ecclesiastes 15:3], and that the bells were 
symbols of the sounding of this word, or the revelation 
and proclamation of the word. Through the robe, with 
this pendant attached, Aaron was represented as the 
recipient and medium of the word and testimony 
which came down from heaven; and this was the 
reason why he was not to appear before the Lord 
without that sound, lest he should forfeit his life [see 
Exodus 28:35]. It was not because he would simply 
have appeared as a private person if he had gone 
without it, for he would always have the holy dress of a 
priest upon him, even when he was not clothed in the 
o&cial decorations of the high priest; but because no 
mere priest was allowed to enter the immediate 
presence of the Lord. This privilege was restricted to 



this pendant attached, Aaron was represented as the 
recipient and medium of the word and testimony 
which came down from heaven; and this was the 
reason why he was not to appear before the Lord 
without that sound, lest he should forfeit his life [see 
Exodus 28:35]. It was not because he would simply 
have appeared as a private person if he had gone 
without it, for he would always have the holy dress of a 
priest upon him, even when he was not clothed in the 
o&cial decorations of the high priest; but because no 
mere priest was allowed to enter the immediate 
presence of the Lord. This privilege was restricted to 
the representative of the whole congregation, viz. the 
high priest; and even he could only do so when 
wearing the robe of the word of God, as the bearer of 
the divine testimony, upon which the covenant 
fellowship with the Lord was founded.” (Keil and 
Delitzsch, Commentary, 1:2:202–3.) 



Old Testament Institute Manual - The 
Golden Diadem and the Mitre 

The mitre (or hat) was made of "ne linen (see 
Exodus 28:39), and each priest wore one. In 
addition, the high priest wore a golden band on the 
front of his mitre on the forehead. Engraved on the 
band were the words “Holiness to the Lord” (v. 36; 
see also vv. 37–38), signifying "rst that the high 
priest should be characterized by this attribute, and 
second that Christ, the Great High Priest, would be 
perfectly holy before God.



Old Testament Institute Manual - The 
Golden Diadem and the Mitre 

The mitre (or hat) was made of "ne linen (see 
Exodus 28:39), and each priest wore one. In 
addition, the high priest wore a golden band on the 
front of his mitre on the forehead. Engraved on the 
band were the words “Holiness to the Lord” (v. 36; 
see also vv. 37–38), signifying "rst that the high 
priest should be characterized by this attribute, and 
second that Christ, the Great High Priest, would be 
perfectly holy before God.
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24 All the gold that was a  occu-
pied for the work in all the work 
of the holy place, even the gold of 
the b  offering, was twenty and nine 
talents, and seven hundred and 
thirty shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary.
25 And the silver of them that were 

numbered of the congregation was 
an hundred talents, and a thousand 
seven hundred and threescore and 
fifteen shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary:
26 A bekah for every man, that is, 

half a shekel, after the a  shekel of 
the sanctuary, for every one b  that 
went to be numbered, from twenty 
years old and upward, for six hun-
dred thousand and three thousand 
and five hundred and fifty men.
27 And of the hundred talents of 

silver were cast the sockets of the 
sanctuary, and the sockets of the 
veil; an hundred sockets of the hun-
dred talents, a talent for a socket.
28 And of the thousand seven 

hundred seventy and five shekels 
he made hooks for the pillars, and 
overlaid their chapiters, and fil-
leted them.
29 And the brass of the offering 

was seventy talents, and two thou-
sand and four hundred shekels.
30 And therewith he made the 

sockets to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and the bra-
sen altar, and the brasen grate for 
it, and all the vessels of the altar,
31 And the sockets of the court 

round about, and the sockets of  
the court gate, and all the pins  
of the tabernacle, and all the pins of  
the court round about.

CHAPTER 39
Holy garments are made for Aaron and 
the priests—The breastplate is made—

The tabernacle of the congregation is 
finished—Moses blesses the people.
AND of the blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, they a made b cloths of service, 
to do service in the holy place, and  
made the holy c garments for Aaron; 
as the LORD commanded Moses.
2 And he made the a ephod of gold, 

blue, and purple, and scarlet, and 
fine twined linen.
3 And they did beat the gold into 

thin plates, and cut it into a  wires, 
to work it in the blue, and in the 
purple, and in the scarlet, and in 
the fine linen, with b  cunning work.
4 They made shoulderpieces for 

it, to couple it together: by the two 
edges was it coupled together.
5 And the a  curious girdle of his 

ephod, that was upon it, was of the 
same, according to the work thereof; 
of gold, blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine twined linen; as the 
LORD commanded Moses.
6 ¶ And they wrought onyx stones 

inclosed in a  ouches of gold, graven, 
as signets are graven, with the names 
of the children of Israel.
7 And he put them on the shoul-

ders of the ephod, that they should be  
stones for a memorial to the children  
of Israel; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
8 ¶ And he made the breastplate 

of cunning work, like the work of 
the ephod; of gold, blue, and purple, 
and scarlet, and fine twined linen.
9 It was foursquare; they made 

the breastplate double: a span was 
the length thereof, and a span the 
breadth thereof, being doubled.
10 And they set in it four rows of 

stones: the first row was a a  sardius, 
a topaz, and a carbuncle: this was 
the first row.
11 And the second row, an em-

erald, a sapphire, and a diamond.

 24 a HEB used.
  b Ex. 35:22.
 26 a Ex. 30:13;  

Matt. 17:27 (24–27).
  b OR who was numbered 

in the census.
39 1 a TG Skill.

  b HEB officiating 
garments.  
Ex. 35:19.

  c Ex. 28:2, 4 (1–5).
 2 a IE a special apron.  

Ex. 28:6 (6–14).
 3 a OR threads.

  b OR skillful design.
 5 a OR skillfully woven 

band (also vv. 20–21).
 6 a OR settings (also vv. 13, 

16, 18).
 10 a OR ruby.

143 EXODUS 39:12–34

12 And the third row, a a  ligure, an 
agate, and an amethyst.
13 And the fourth row, a beryl, an 

onyx, and a jasper: they were inclosed  
in ouches of gold in their inclosings.
14 And the stones were according to 

the names of the children of Israel, 
twelve, according to their names, 
like the engravings of a signet, ev-
ery one with his name, according 
to the twelve tribes.
15 And they made upon the breast-

plate chains at the ends, of a  wrea-
then work of pure gold.
16 And they made two ouches of 

gold, and two gold rings; and put 
the two rings in the two ends of the 
breastplate.
17 And they put the two wreathen 

chains of gold in the two rings on 
the ends of the breastplate.
18 And the two ends of the two 

wreathen chains they fastened in 
the two ouches, and put them on 
the shoulderpieces of the ephod, 
before it.
19 And they made two rings of 

gold, and put them on the two ends 
of the breastplate, upon the border 
of it, which was on the side of the 
ephod inward.
20 And they made two other golden 

rings, and put them on the two sides 
of the ephod underneath, toward 
the forepart of it, over against the 
other coupling thereof, above the 
curious girdle of the ephod.
21 And they did bind the breast-

plate by his rings unto the rings 
of the ephod with a lace of blue, 
that it might be above the curious 
girdle of the ephod, and that the 
breastplate might not be loosed 
from the ephod; as the LORD com-
manded Moses.
22 ¶ And he made the robe of the 

ephod of woven work, all of blue.
23 And there was an hole in the 

midst of the robe, as the hole of an 

a habergeon, with a band round about 
the hole, that it should not rend.
24 And they made upon the hems 

of the robe pomegranates of blue, 
and purple, and scarlet, and twined 
linen.
25 And they made bells of pure 

gold, and put the bells between 
the pomegranates upon the hem 
of the robe, round about between 
the pomegranates;
26 A bell and a pomegranate, a bell 

and a pomegranate, round about the 
hem of the robe to minister in; as 
the LORD commanded Moses.
27 ¶ And they made coats of fine 

a  linen of woven work for Aaron, 
and for his sons,
28 And a a  mitre of fine linen, and 

b  goodly c  bonnets of fine linen, and 
linen d breeches of fine twined linen,
29 And a girdle of fine twined 

linen, and blue, and purple, and 
scarlet, of  a needlework; as the LORD 
commanded Moses.
30 ¶ And they made the plate of 

the holy crown of pure gold, and 
wrote upon it a writing, like to the 
engravings of a signet, a  HOLINESS 
TO THE LORD.
31 And they tied unto it a lace of 

blue, to fasten it on high upon the 
mitre; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
32 ¶ Thus was all the work of the 

tabernacle of the tent of the con-
gregation finished: and the chil-
dren of Israel did according to all 
that the LORD a  commanded Moses, 
so did they.
33 ¶ And they brought the a  tab-

ernacle unto Moses, the tent, and 
all b  his furniture, his taches, his 
boards, his bars, and his pillars, and  
his sockets,
34 And the covering of rams’ 

skins dyed red, and the covering 
of badgers’ skins, and the a  veil of 
the covering,

 12 a HEB opal.
 15 a OR intertwined cords.
 23 a HEB garment of mail.
 27 a Ex. 28:39;  

Ezek. 44:17.
 28 a HEB turban.

  b HEB caps.
  c Ezek. 44:18.
  d Lev. 6:10;  

Ezek. 44:18.
 29 a TG Art.
 30 a OR CONSECRATED.  

Ex. 28:36.
 32 a TG Commandments of 

God.
 33 a Heb. 9:2 (1–28).
  b OR its implements.
 34 a OR screening veil.

144EXODUS 39:35–40:15

35 The ark of the testimony, and the 
staves thereof, and the mercy seat,
36 The table, and all the vessels 

thereof, and the a  shewbread,
37 The pure candlestick, with the 

lamps thereof, even with the lamps 
to be set in order, and all the ves-
sels thereof, and the oil for light,
38 And the golden altar, and the 

anointing oil, and the sweet incense, 
and the a  hanging for the taberna-
cle door,
39 The brasen altar, and his grate 

of brass, his staves, and all his ves-
sels, the laver and a  his foot,
40 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and his sockets, and the 
hanging for the court gate, his cords, 
and his pins, and all the vessels of 
the service of the tabernacle, for 
the tent of the congregation,
41 The cloths of service to do ser-

vice in the holy place, and the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
his sons’ garments, to minister in 
the priest’s office.
42 According to all that the LORD 

commanded Moses, so the children 
of Israel made all the work.
43 And Moses did look upon all the 

work, and, behold, they had done 
it as the LORD had commanded, 
even so had they done it: and Mo-
ses blessed them.

CHAPTER 40
The tabernacle is reared—Aaron and 
his sons are washed and anointed and 
given an everlasting priesthood—The 
glory of the Lord fills the tabernacle—A 
cloud covers the tabernacle by day, and 
fire rests on it by night.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 On the first day of the first 

a  month shalt thou set up the b  taber-
nacle of the tent of the c congregation.

3 And thou shalt put therein the 
a  ark of the testimony, and cover  
the ark with the b  veil.
4 And thou shalt bring in the table, 

and a set in order the things that are 
to be set in order upon it; and thou 
shalt bring in the candlestick, and 
light the lamps thereof.
5 And thou shalt set the altar of 

gold for the incense before the ark 
of the testimony, and a put the hang-
ing of the door to the tabernacle.
6 And thou shalt set the altar of 

the burnt offering before the door 
of the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation.
7 And thou shalt set the laver be-

tween the tent of the congregation 
and the altar, and shalt put water 
therein.
8 And thou shalt set up the court 

round about, and hang up the a hang-
ing at the court gate.
9 And thou shalt take the anointing 

oil, and anoint the a tabernacle, and 
all that is therein, and shalt hallow 
it, and all the vessels thereof: and 
it shall be holy.
10 And thou shalt anoint the al-

tar of the burnt offering, and all 
his vessels, and sanctify the altar: 
and it shall be an altar most holy.
11 And thou shalt anoint the laver 

and a  his foot, and sanctify it.
12 And thou shalt bring Aaron 

and his sons unto the door of the 
a  tabernacle of the congregation, 
and wash them with water.
13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron 

the holy garments, and a anoint him, 
and sanctify him; that he may min-
ister unto me in the priest’s office.
14 And thou shalt bring his sons, 

and clothe them with coats:
15 And thou shalt a anoint them, as 

thou didst anoint their father, that 
they may minister unto me in the 
b  priest’s office: for their c  anointing  

 36 a OR bread of the 
presence.  
TG Bread, Shewbread.

 38 a HEB screen for the 
opening.

 39 a OR its base.
40 2 a Ex. 12:2.
  b Heb. 8:2 (2–5).

  c TG Church.
 3 a TG Ark of the Covenant.
  b TG Veil.
 4 a Ex. 26:35; Lev. 24:6 (5–6).
 5 a HEB set up the screen for.
 8 a OR screen or curtain.
 9 a TG Temple.
 11 a OR its base.

 12 a HEB tent of meeting.
 13 a TG Called of God.
 15 a Ex. 29:7; 30:30;  

Lev. 7:36.  
TG Anointing.

  b TG Priesthood, Aaronic.
  c TG Priesthood, 

Ordination.



Old Testament Institute Manual 

Set forth in symbolic representation and beautifully portrayed in progressive 
splendor, the tabernacle and its court became a school in which the things of heaven 
were to be revealed to the Lord’s people. It was originally intended that an Israelite 
could move from the outer court of the tabernacle to its inner and more holy 
precincts and observe, in so doing, that the handiwork and ornamentation became 
progressively more intricate, ornate, and secluded until at last the ritual placed them 
before the holy presence, even the Holy of Holies. Sacred beyond description, 
protected from the eyes of the unworthy, these ordinances were designed to be the 
cement or bonding agent between Israel and her God. This symbolic journey, 
however, was denied Israel because of her pride and rebellion (see Exodus 20:18–20; 
32:1). Israel lost these higher blessings and became dependent on the o&ciating 
priests who acted as proxy through a lesser order of priesthood… 

Though the fulness of the priesthood endowment was withheld from Israel, the 
layout and construction of the tabernacle itself symbolized our progress toward 
perfection so that we could enter into the presence of God.



The outer courtyard (the world or telestial room) 

The "rst thing encountered as one entered the main gate was the altar of 
sacri"ce. Here the various animals and other o#erings were slain and o#ered 
to the Lord. Strict obedience and sacri"ce were thus required as the "rst step 
in the symbolic progression toward perfection and entry into God’s 
presence. This "rst step could be likened to having faith in Christ (looking to 
the Great and Last Sacri"ce) and repentance. Jesus taught the Nephites that 
He had ful"lled the law of Moses, and now the sacri"ce required of them was 
“a broken heart and a contrite spirit,” which would lead to the baptism with 
“"re and with the Holy Ghost” (3 Nephi 9:20). The sacri"cial "res of the great 
altar thus signi"ed that “spiritual puri"cation would come by the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father would send because of the Son” (McConkie, The Promised 
Messiah, p. 431). 

Directly in line next in the courtyard was the laver, or basin of water, which 
was used for washing and cleansing (see Exodus 30:19–20). As was 



“a broken heart and a contrite spirit,” which would lead to the baptism with 
“"re and with the Holy Ghost” (3 Nephi 9:20). The sacri"cial "res of the great 
altar thus signi"ed that “spiritual puri"cation would come by the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father would send because of the Son” (McConkie, The Promised 
Messiah, p. 431). 

Directly in line next in the courtyard was the laver, or basin of water, which 
was used for washing and cleansing (see Exodus 30:19–20). As was 
mentioned, when Solomon built a permanent temple, he placed the laver on 
the backs of twelve oxen (see 1 Kings 7:25), a symbolism carried on in 
modern temples and clearly related to baptism. Since the baptismal font 
itself is a “similitude of the grave” (D&C 128:13), where the “old man” of sin is 
buried (Romans 6:1–6), the symbolism of the laver seems clear. Once the 
“natural man” (Mosiah 3:19) is sacri"ced (put to death through a broken 
heart, or sincere and deep repentance), he is cleansed by both the waters of 
baptism and the "res of the Holy Ghost (see 2 Nephi 31:17). Once this 
cleansing is done, he is prepared to leave the world, or a telestial way of 
living, and “be born” (John 3:5) into a higher state of spiritual life. 



The holy place (the terrestrial room) 

Three articles of furniture were found in the "rst room of the tabernacle: the 
table of shewbread, the sacred candlestick, and the altar of incense. Each 
article had its own signi"cance. The table of shewbread, which had the bread 
and wine changed each Sabbath day, was a symbol similar to the 
sacramental emblems of today. They typi"ed the body and blood of the Son 
of God, of which the spiritual person partakes consistently so that he can 
have spiritual life in Christ (see John 6:53–56). The candlestick, or lampstand, 
with its seven branches and its olive oil symbolized the perfect light of the 
Spirit (see D&C 45:56–57) through which the spiritually reborn person sees 
all truth (see John 14:16–17; 15:26). In the sacramental covenants there is a 
strong tie between the emblems of the body and the blood of the Savior and 
the power of the Spirit, for the Lord promises that as one always remembers 
Him, He will always have His Spirit to be with Him (see 3 Nephi 18:7, 11). 

The third article in the holy place was the altar of incense, a symbol of prayer 



sacramental emblems of today. They typi"ed the body and blood of the Son 
of God, of which the spiritual person partakes consistently so that he can 
have spiritual life in Christ (see John 6:53–56). The candlestick, or lampstand, 
with its seven branches and its olive oil symbolized the perfect light of the 
Spirit (see D&C 45:56–57) through which the spiritually reborn person sees 
all truth (see John 14:16–17; 15:26). In the sacramental covenants there is a 
strong tie between the emblems of the body and the blood of the Savior and 
the power of the Spirit, for the Lord promises that as one always remembers 
Him, He will always have His Spirit to be with Him (see 3 Nephi 18:7, 11). 

The third article in the holy place was the altar of incense, a symbol of prayer 
(see Revelation 5:8), which stood directly in front of the veil. This altar 
suggests the third dominant aspect of the person living by the principles 
and ordinances of the gospel, that is, constant seeking of the Lord’s power 
and revelation through prayer. The fact that the incense was consumed on 
coals of "re would suggest that even our prayers should be directed and 
in!uenced by the Holy Ghost (see 3 Nephi 19:24; Romans 8:26).



The Holy of Holies (the celestial room) 

Just as the celestial room in modern temples symbolizes the kingdom where 
God dwells, so did the holy of holies in the ancient tabernacle. The only 
article of furniture in this inner room was the ark of the covenant, which the 
Lord Himself said was the place where He would meet Moses and commune 
with the people (see Exodus 25:22). Both on the veil, separating the holy 
place from the most holy, and on the lid of the ark were cherubim, or angels. 
This use of angels provides a beautiful representation of the concept taught 
in latter-day scripture that one passes by the angels on his way to exaltation 
(see D&C 132:19).









Exodus 40
Come Follow Me: Old Testament
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144EXODUS 39:35–40:15

35 The ark of the testimony, and the 
staves thereof, and the mercy seat,
36 The table, and all the vessels 

thereof, and the a  shewbread,
37 The pure candlestick, with the 

lamps thereof, even with the lamps 
to be set in order, and all the ves-
sels thereof, and the oil for light,
38 And the golden altar, and the 

anointing oil, and the sweet incense, 
and the a  hanging for the taberna-
cle door,
39 The brasen altar, and his grate 

of brass, his staves, and all his ves-
sels, the laver and a  his foot,
40 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and his sockets, and the 
hanging for the court gate, his cords, 
and his pins, and all the vessels of 
the service of the tabernacle, for 
the tent of the congregation,
41 The cloths of service to do ser-

vice in the holy place, and the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
his sons’ garments, to minister in 
the priest’s office.
42 According to all that the LORD 

commanded Moses, so the children 
of Israel made all the work.
43 And Moses did look upon all the 

work, and, behold, they had done 
it as the LORD had commanded, 
even so had they done it: and Mo-
ses blessed them.

CHAPTER 40
The tabernacle is reared—Aaron and 
his sons are washed and anointed and 
given an everlasting priesthood—The 
glory of the Lord fills the tabernacle—A 
cloud covers the tabernacle by day, and 
fire rests on it by night.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 On the first day of the first 

a  month shalt thou set up the b  taber-
nacle of the tent of the c congregation.

3 And thou shalt put therein the 
a  ark of the testimony, and cover  
the ark with the b  veil.
4 And thou shalt bring in the table, 

and a set in order the things that are 
to be set in order upon it; and thou 
shalt bring in the candlestick, and 
light the lamps thereof.
5 And thou shalt set the altar of 

gold for the incense before the ark 
of the testimony, and a put the hang-
ing of the door to the tabernacle.
6 And thou shalt set the altar of 

the burnt offering before the door 
of the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation.
7 And thou shalt set the laver be-

tween the tent of the congregation 
and the altar, and shalt put water 
therein.
8 And thou shalt set up the court 

round about, and hang up the a hang-
ing at the court gate.
9 And thou shalt take the anointing 

oil, and anoint the a tabernacle, and 
all that is therein, and shalt hallow 
it, and all the vessels thereof: and 
it shall be holy.
10 And thou shalt anoint the al-

tar of the burnt offering, and all 
his vessels, and sanctify the altar: 
and it shall be an altar most holy.
11 And thou shalt anoint the laver 

and a  his foot, and sanctify it.
12 And thou shalt bring Aaron 

and his sons unto the door of the 
a  tabernacle of the congregation, 
and wash them with water.
13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron 

the holy garments, and a anoint him, 
and sanctify him; that he may min-
ister unto me in the priest’s office.
14 And thou shalt bring his sons, 

and clothe them with coats:
15 And thou shalt a anoint them, as 

thou didst anoint their father, that 
they may minister unto me in the 
b  priest’s office: for their c  anointing  

 36 a OR bread of the 
presence.  
TG Bread, Shewbread.

 38 a HEB screen for the 
opening.

 39 a OR its base.
40 2 a Ex. 12:2.
  b Heb. 8:2 (2–5).
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  b TG Veil.
 4 a Ex. 26:35; Lev. 24:6 (5–6).
 5 a HEB set up the screen for.
 8 a OR screen or curtain.
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 11 a OR its base.
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 15 a Ex. 29:7; 30:30;  

Lev. 7:36.  
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shall surely be d  an e  everlasting 
f  priesthood throughout their g  gen-
erations.
16 Thus did Moses: according to 

all that the LORD commanded him, 
so did he.
17 ¶ And it came to pass in the 

first month in the second year, on 
the first day of the month, that the 
tabernacle was a  reared up.
18 And Moses reared up the tab-

ernacle, and fastened a  his sockets, 
and set up the boards thereof, and 
put in the bars thereof, and reared 
up his pillars.
19 And he spread abroad the tent 

over the tabernacle, and put the 
covering of the tent above upon 
it; as the LORD commanded Moses.
20 ¶ And he took and put the 

a  testimony into the ark, and set 
the b  staves on the ark, and put the 
mercy seat above upon the ark:
21 And he brought the ark into the 

tabernacle, and set up the a  veil of 
the covering, and covered the ark 
of the testimony; as the LORD com-
manded Moses.
22 ¶ And he put the table in the 

tent of the congregation, upon the 
side of the tabernacle northward, 
without the veil.
23 And he set the bread in a  order 

upon it before the LORD; as the LORD 
had commanded Moses.
24 ¶ And he put the candlestick in 

the tent of the congregation, a  over 
against the table, on the side of the 
tabernacle southward.
25 And he lighted the a  lamps be-

fore the LORD; as the LORD com-
manded Moses.
26 ¶ And he put the golden altar 

in the tent of the congregation be-
fore the veil:
27 And he burnt sweet a  incense 

thereon; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
28 ¶ And he set up the hanging at 

the door of the tabernacle.
29 And he put the altar of burnt 

offering by the door of the taber-
nacle of the tent of the congrega-
tion, and offered upon it the burnt 
offering and the a  meat offering; as 
the LORD commanded Moses.
30 ¶ And he set the laver between 

the tent of the congregation and 
the altar, and put water there, a  to 
wash withal.
31 And Moses and Aaron and his 

sons washed their hands and their 
feet thereat:
32 When they went into the tent 

of the congregation, and when 
they came near unto the altar, they 
washed; as the LORD commanded 
Moses.
33 And he reared up the court round  

about the tabernacle and the altar, 
and set up the hanging of the court 
gate. So Moses finished the work.
34 ¶ Then a a cloud covered the tent 

of the congregation, and the b  glory 
of the LORD c  filled the d  tabernacle.
35 And Moses was not able to enter 

into the tent of the congregation, 
because the cloud abode thereon, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the 
tabernacle.
36 And when the a cloud was taken 

up from over the tabernacle, the 
children of Israel went onward in 
all their journeys:
37 But if the cloud were not taken 

up, then they a journeyed not till the 
day that it was taken up.
38 For the a  cloud of the LORD was  

upon the tabernacle by day, and fire 
was on it by night, in the sight of 
all the house of Israel, throughout 
all their journeys.

 15 d OR for an.
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  f TG Priesthood; 
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 20 a 1 Kgs. 8:9.
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  b Ezek. 44:4; 
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Num. 9:15.
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35 The ark of the testimony, and the 
staves thereof, and the mercy seat,
36 The table, and all the vessels 

thereof, and the a  shewbread,
37 The pure candlestick, with the 

lamps thereof, even with the lamps 
to be set in order, and all the ves-
sels thereof, and the oil for light,
38 And the golden altar, and the 

anointing oil, and the sweet incense, 
and the a  hanging for the taberna-
cle door,
39 The brasen altar, and his grate 

of brass, his staves, and all his ves-
sels, the laver and a  his foot,
40 The hangings of the court, his 

pillars, and his sockets, and the 
hanging for the court gate, his cords, 
and his pins, and all the vessels of 
the service of the tabernacle, for 
the tent of the congregation,
41 The cloths of service to do ser-

vice in the holy place, and the holy 
garments for Aaron the priest, and 
his sons’ garments, to minister in 
the priest’s office.
42 According to all that the LORD 

commanded Moses, so the children 
of Israel made all the work.
43 And Moses did look upon all the 

work, and, behold, they had done 
it as the LORD had commanded, 
even so had they done it: and Mo-
ses blessed them.

CHAPTER 40
The tabernacle is reared—Aaron and 
his sons are washed and anointed and 
given an everlasting priesthood—The 
glory of the Lord fills the tabernacle—A 
cloud covers the tabernacle by day, and 
fire rests on it by night.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 On the first day of the first 

a  month shalt thou set up the b  taber-
nacle of the tent of the c congregation.

3 And thou shalt put therein the 
a  ark of the testimony, and cover  
the ark with the b  veil.
4 And thou shalt bring in the table, 

and a set in order the things that are 
to be set in order upon it; and thou 
shalt bring in the candlestick, and 
light the lamps thereof.
5 And thou shalt set the altar of 

gold for the incense before the ark 
of the testimony, and a put the hang-
ing of the door to the tabernacle.
6 And thou shalt set the altar of 

the burnt offering before the door 
of the tabernacle of the tent of the 
congregation.
7 And thou shalt set the laver be-

tween the tent of the congregation 
and the altar, and shalt put water 
therein.
8 And thou shalt set up the court 

round about, and hang up the a hang-
ing at the court gate.
9 And thou shalt take the anointing 

oil, and anoint the a tabernacle, and 
all that is therein, and shalt hallow 
it, and all the vessels thereof: and 
it shall be holy.
10 And thou shalt anoint the al-

tar of the burnt offering, and all 
his vessels, and sanctify the altar: 
and it shall be an altar most holy.
11 And thou shalt anoint the laver 

and a  his foot, and sanctify it.
12 And thou shalt bring Aaron 

and his sons unto the door of the 
a  tabernacle of the congregation, 
and wash them with water.
13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron 

the holy garments, and a anoint him, 
and sanctify him; that he may min-
ister unto me in the priest’s office.
14 And thou shalt bring his sons, 

and clothe them with coats:
15 And thou shalt a anoint them, as 

thou didst anoint their father, that 
they may minister unto me in the 
b  priest’s office: for their c  anointing  
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“My brothers and sisters, the Lord is in all of our lives. He loves us. 
He wants to bless us. He wants us to seek His help. As He guides us 
and directs us and as He hears and answers our prayers, we will 
"nd the happiness here and now that He desires for us”  

(Thomas S. Monson, “Consider the Blessings,” GC Oct 2012, Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2012, 89).



Leviticus 1
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



Book of Leviticus (Seminary Manual) 

The word Leviticus is a Latin word that has reference to the Levites
—one of the twelve tribes of Israel. The Levites held the lesser 
priesthood and were given the responsibility to o&ciate in the 
tabernacle and later at the temple in Jerusalem (see Numbers 3:5–
10). The book of Leviticus contains instructions on performing 
priesthood duties, such as animal sacri"ce and other rituals that 
would help teach the children of Israel about Jesus Christ and His 
Atonement (see Alma 34:13–14). The Lord revealed a primary 
purpose for the instructions He gave in the book of Leviticus: “Ye 
shall be holy: for I the Lord your God am holy” (Leviticus 19:2; see 
also Leviticus 11:44–45; 20:26; 21:6).
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CHAPTER 1
Animals without blemish are sacrificed 
as an atonement for sins—Burnt offer-
ings are a sweet savor unto the Lord.

AND the LORD a  called unto b  Mo- 
   ses, and spake unto him out  
   of the c  tabernacle of the con-

gregation, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Is-

rael, and say unto them, If any man 
of you bring an offering unto the 
LORD, ye shall bring your offering 
of the cattle, even of the herd, and 
of the flock.
3 If his offering be a a  burnt b  sac-

rifice of the herd, let him offer a 
male c  without d  blemish: he shall 
offer it of his own e  voluntary will 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the LORD.
4 And he shall put his a hand upon 

the head of the burnt offering; and 
it shall be b accepted for him to make 
c  atonement for him.
5 And he shall kill the a  bullock 

before the LORD: and the priests, 
Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood, 
and b  sprinkle the blood round  
about upon the altar that is by the 
door of the tabernacle of the con-
gregation.
6 And he shall flay the burnt off-

ering, and cut it into his pieces.
7 And the sons of a Aaron the priest 

shall put fire upon the altar, and 

lay the wood in b  order upon the  
fire:
8 And the priests, Aaron’s sons, 

shall lay the parts, the head, and the 
fat, in order upon the wood that is 
on the fire which is upon the altar:
9 But his inwards and his legs 

shall he wash in water: and the 
a  priest shall burn all on the altar, 
to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering 
made by fire, of a b  sweet savour 
unto the LORD.
10 ¶ And if his offering be of the 

flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the 
goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall 
bring it a male a  without blemish.
11 And he shall kill it on the side 

of the altar northward before the 
LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, 
shall sprinkle his blood round about 
upon the altar.
12 And he shall cut it into his 

pieces, with his head and his fat: 
and the priest shall lay them in or-
der on the wood that is on the fire 
which is upon the altar:
13 But he shall wash the inwards 

and the legs with water: and the 
priest shall bring it all, and burn it 
upon the altar: it is a a  burnt sacri-
fice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.
14 ¶ And if the burnt sacrifice for 

his offering to the LORD be of fowls, 
then he shall bring his offering of 
a  turtledoves, or of young pigeons.

1 1 a Ex. 19:3.
  b D&C 28:2.
  c HEB tent of meeting.
 3 a Ezek. 40:39.
  b TG Sacrifice.
  c HEB whole, sound.
  d Heb. 9:14;  

1 Pet. 1:19.
  e TG Initiative.
 4 a TG Hands, Laying on of.

  b Ex. 28:38;  
Rom. 12:1.

  c Num. 15:25;  
2 Chr. 29:24 (23–24);  
Neh. 10:33.

 5 a HEB offspring of the 
cattle, or calf.

  b Ezek. 43:18;  
Heb. 12:24;  
3 Ne. 20:45.

 7 a D&C 68:15; 84:30; 
132:59.

  b TG Order.
 9 a 1 Chr. 6:49.
  b Gen. 8:21;  

Eph. 5:2.
 10 a HEB whole, sound.
 13 a Deut. 12:27.
 14 a Luke 2:24.
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15 And the priest shall bring it 
unto the altar, and wring off his 
head, and burn it on the altar; and 
the blood thereof shall be wrung 
out at the side of the altar:
16 And he shall pluck away his 

crop with his feathers, and cast it 
beside the altar on the east part, by 
the place of the ashes:
17 And he shall cleave it with the 

wings thereof, but shall not divide it 
asunder: and the priest shall burn 
it upon the altar, upon the wood 
that is upon the fire: it is a burnt 
sacrifice, an offering made by fire, 
of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

CHAPTER 2
How offerings of flour with oil and in-
cense are made.
AND when any will offer a  a meat 
offering unto the LORD, his offering 
shall be of fine flour; and he shall 
pour oil upon it, and put b  frankin-
cense thereon:
2 And he shall bring it to Aaron’s 

sons the priests: and he shall take 
thereout his handful of the flour 
thereof, and of the oil thereof, with 
all the frankincense thereof; and 
the priest shall burn the memorial 
of it upon the altar, to be an offer-
ing made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the LORD:
3 And the remnant of the a  meat 

offering shall be b  Aaron’s and his 
sons’: it is a thing most holy of the 
offerings of the LORD made by fire.
4 ¶ And if thou bring an obla-

tion of a meat offering a  baken in 
the oven, it shall be b  unleavened 
cakes of fine flour mingled with 
oil, or unleavened wafers anointed  
with oil.
5 ¶ And if thy oblation be a meat 

offering baken in a pan, it shall be 
of fine flour unleavened, mingled 
with oil.
6 Thou shalt part it in pieces, and  

pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering.

7 ¶ And if thy oblation be a meat 
offering baken in the fryingpan, it 
shall be made of fine flour with  
oil.
8 And thou shalt bring the meat 

offering that is made of these things 
unto the LORD: and when it is pre-
sented unto the priest, he shall 
bring it unto the altar.
9 And the priest shall take from the 

meat offering a memorial thereof, 
and shall burn it upon the altar: 
it is an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.
10 And that which is left of the 

meat offering shall be Aaron’s and 
his sons’: it is a thing most holy of 
the offerings of the LORD made by  
fire.
11 No meat offering, which ye 

shall bring unto the LORD, shall 
be made with a  leaven: for ye shall 
burn no leaven, nor any honey, in 
any offering of the LORD made by  
fire.
12 ¶ As for the oblation of the a first-

fruits, ye shall offer them unto the 
LORD: but they shall not be burnt 
on the altar for a sweet savour.
13 And every oblation of thy meat 

offering shalt thou season with salt; 
neither shalt thou suffer the salt of 
the covenant of thy God to be lack-
ing from thy meat offering: with 
all thine offerings thou shalt offer  
a  salt.
14 And if thou offer a meat offer-

ing of thy firstfruits unto the LORD, 
thou shalt offer for the meat offer-
ing of thy firstfruits green ears of 
corn dried by the fire, even corn 
beaten out of full ears.
15 And thou shalt put oil upon it, 

and lay frankincense thereon: it is 
a meat offering.
16 And the priest shall burn the 

memorial of it, part of the beaten 
corn thereof, and part of the oil 
thereof, with all the frankincense 
thereof: it is an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD.

2 1 a OR the evening sacrifice.  
Ezek. 42:13.

  b Matt. 2:11.
 3 a Num. 18:9.

  b Lev. 6:16.
 4 a Ezek. 46:20.
  b Ex. 29:2.
 11 a TG Leaven.

 12 a Ex. 23:19.
 13 a TG Salt.
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8 And the priests, Aaron’s sons, 

shall lay the parts, the head, and the 
fat, in order upon the wood that is 
on the fire which is upon the altar:
9 But his inwards and his legs 

shall he wash in water: and the 
a  priest shall burn all on the altar, 
to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering 
made by fire, of a b  sweet savour 
unto the LORD.
10 ¶ And if his offering be of the 

flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the 
goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall 
bring it a male a  without blemish.
11 And he shall kill it on the side 

of the altar northward before the 
LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, 
shall sprinkle his blood round about 
upon the altar.
12 And he shall cut it into his 

pieces, with his head and his fat: 
and the priest shall lay them in or-
der on the wood that is on the fire 
which is upon the altar:
13 But he shall wash the inwards 

and the legs with water: and the 
priest shall bring it all, and burn it 
upon the altar: it is a a  burnt sacri-
fice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.
14 ¶ And if the burnt sacrifice for 

his offering to the LORD be of fowls, 
then he shall bring his offering of 
a  turtledoves, or of young pigeons.

1 1 a Ex. 19:3.
  b D&C 28:2.
  c HEB tent of meeting.
 3 a Ezek. 40:39.
  b TG Sacrifice.
  c HEB whole, sound.
  d Heb. 9:14;  

1 Pet. 1:19.
  e TG Initiative.
 4 a TG Hands, Laying on of.

  b Ex. 28:38;  
Rom. 12:1.

  c Num. 15:25;  
2 Chr. 29:24 (23–24);  
Neh. 10:33.

 5 a HEB offspring of the 
cattle, or calf.

  b Ezek. 43:18;  
Heb. 12:24;  
3 Ne. 20:45.

 7 a D&C 68:15; 84:30; 
132:59.

  b TG Order.
 9 a 1 Chr. 6:49.
  b Gen. 8:21;  

Eph. 5:2.
 10 a HEB whole, sound.
 13 a Deut. 12:27.
 14 a Luke 2:24.
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CHAPTER 1
Animals without blemish are sacrificed 
as an atonement for sins—Burnt offer-
ings are a sweet savor unto the Lord.

AND the LORD a  called unto b  Mo- 
   ses, and spake unto him out  
   of the c  tabernacle of the con-

gregation, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Is-

rael, and say unto them, If any man 
of you bring an offering unto the 
LORD, ye shall bring your offering 
of the cattle, even of the herd, and 
of the flock.
3 If his offering be a a  burnt b  sac-

rifice of the herd, let him offer a 
male c  without d  blemish: he shall 
offer it of his own e  voluntary will 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the LORD.
4 And he shall put his a hand upon 

the head of the burnt offering; and 
it shall be b accepted for him to make 
c  atonement for him.
5 And he shall kill the a  bullock 

before the LORD: and the priests, 
Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood, 
and b  sprinkle the blood round  
about upon the altar that is by the 
door of the tabernacle of the con-
gregation.
6 And he shall flay the burnt off-

ering, and cut it into his pieces.
7 And the sons of a Aaron the priest 

shall put fire upon the altar, and 

lay the wood in b  order upon the  
fire:
8 And the priests, Aaron’s sons, 

shall lay the parts, the head, and the 
fat, in order upon the wood that is 
on the fire which is upon the altar:
9 But his inwards and his legs 

shall he wash in water: and the 
a  priest shall burn all on the altar, 
to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering 
made by fire, of a b  sweet savour 
unto the LORD.
10 ¶ And if his offering be of the 

flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the 
goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall 
bring it a male a  without blemish.
11 And he shall kill it on the side 

of the altar northward before the 
LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, 
shall sprinkle his blood round about 
upon the altar.
12 And he shall cut it into his 

pieces, with his head and his fat: 
and the priest shall lay them in or-
der on the wood that is on the fire 
which is upon the altar:
13 But he shall wash the inwards 

and the legs with water: and the 
priest shall bring it all, and burn it 
upon the altar: it is a a  burnt sacri-
fice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.
14 ¶ And if the burnt sacrifice for 

his offering to the LORD be of fowls, 
then he shall bring his offering of 
a  turtledoves, or of young pigeons.

1 1 a Ex. 19:3.
  b D&C 28:2.
  c HEB tent of meeting.
 3 a Ezek. 40:39.
  b TG Sacrifice.
  c HEB whole, sound.
  d Heb. 9:14;  

1 Pet. 1:19.
  e TG Initiative.
 4 a TG Hands, Laying on of.

  b Ex. 28:38;  
Rom. 12:1.

  c Num. 15:25;  
2 Chr. 29:24 (23–24);  
Neh. 10:33.

 5 a HEB offspring of the 
cattle, or calf.

  b Ezek. 43:18;  
Heb. 12:24;  
3 Ne. 20:45.

 7 a D&C 68:15; 84:30; 
132:59.

  b TG Order.
 9 a 1 Chr. 6:49.
  b Gen. 8:21;  

Eph. 5:2.
 10 a HEB whole, sound.
 13 a Deut. 12:27.
 14 a Luke 2:24.
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Matthew 27:26–31, 35; (Jesus was 
scourged, pierces with thorns and cruci!ed)  
Luke 22:41–44; (Jesus was willing to do the 
Father’s will; He bled great drops of blood 
on the ground in Gethsemane) 
John 19:34; (Blood and water came from 
the Saviors side) 
1 Peter 1:18–19; (Christ was the lamb 
without blemish or spot) 
Doctrine and Covenants 19:18–19. (Christ 
the greatest of all, gave all for us).



CHAPTER 1
Animals without blemish are sacrificed 
as an atonement for sins—Burnt offer-
ings are a sweet savor unto the Lord.

AND the LORD a  called unto b  Mo- 
   ses, and spake unto him out  
   of the c  tabernacle of the con-

gregation, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Is-

rael, and say unto them, If any man 
of you bring an offering unto the 
LORD, ye shall bring your offering 
of the cattle, even of the herd, and 
of the flock.
3 If his offering be a a  burnt b  sac-

rifice of the herd, let him offer a 
male c  without d  blemish: he shall 
offer it of his own e  voluntary will 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the LORD.
4 And he shall put his a hand upon 

the head of the burnt offering; and 
it shall be b accepted for him to make 
c  atonement for him.
5 And he shall kill the a  bullock 

before the LORD: and the priests, 
Aaron’s sons, shall bring the blood, 
and b  sprinkle the blood round  
about upon the altar that is by the 
door of the tabernacle of the con-
gregation.
6 And he shall flay the burnt off-

ering, and cut it into his pieces.
7 And the sons of a Aaron the priest 

shall put fire upon the altar, and 

lay the wood in b  order upon the  
fire:
8 And the priests, Aaron’s sons, 

shall lay the parts, the head, and the 
fat, in order upon the wood that is 
on the fire which is upon the altar:
9 But his inwards and his legs 

shall he wash in water: and the 
a  priest shall burn all on the altar, 
to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering 
made by fire, of a b  sweet savour 
unto the LORD.
10 ¶ And if his offering be of the 

flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the 
goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall 
bring it a male a  without blemish.
11 And he shall kill it on the side 

of the altar northward before the 
LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, 
shall sprinkle his blood round about 
upon the altar.
12 And he shall cut it into his 

pieces, with his head and his fat: 
and the priest shall lay them in or-
der on the wood that is on the fire 
which is upon the altar:
13 But he shall wash the inwards 

and the legs with water: and the 
priest shall bring it all, and burn it 
upon the altar: it is a a  burnt sacri-
fice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.
14 ¶ And if the burnt sacrifice for 

his offering to the LORD be of fowls, 
then he shall bring his offering of 
a  turtledoves, or of young pigeons.

1 1 a Ex. 19:3.
  b D&C 28:2.
  c HEB tent of meeting.
 3 a Ezek. 40:39.
  b TG Sacrifice.
  c HEB whole, sound.
  d Heb. 9:14;  

1 Pet. 1:19.
  e TG Initiative.
 4 a TG Hands, Laying on of.

  b Ex. 28:38;  
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  c Num. 15:25;  
2 Chr. 29:24 (23–24);  
Neh. 10:33.

 5 a HEB offspring of the 
cattle, or calf.

  b Ezek. 43:18;  
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3 Ne. 20:45.

 7 a D&C 68:15; 84:30; 
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15 And the priest shall bring it 
unto the altar, and wring off his 
head, and burn it on the altar; and 
the blood thereof shall be wrung 
out at the side of the altar:
16 And he shall pluck away his 

crop with his feathers, and cast it 
beside the altar on the east part, by 
the place of the ashes:
17 And he shall cleave it with the 

wings thereof, but shall not divide it 
asunder: and the priest shall burn 
it upon the altar, upon the wood 
that is upon the fire: it is a burnt 
sacrifice, an offering made by fire, 
of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

CHAPTER 2
How offerings of flour with oil and in-
cense are made.
AND when any will offer a  a meat 
offering unto the LORD, his offering 
shall be of fine flour; and he shall 
pour oil upon it, and put b  frankin-
cense thereon:
2 And he shall bring it to Aaron’s 

sons the priests: and he shall take 
thereout his handful of the flour 
thereof, and of the oil thereof, with 
all the frankincense thereof; and 
the priest shall burn the memorial 
of it upon the altar, to be an offer-
ing made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the LORD:
3 And the remnant of the a  meat 

offering shall be b  Aaron’s and his 
sons’: it is a thing most holy of the 
offerings of the LORD made by fire.
4 ¶ And if thou bring an obla-

tion of a meat offering a  baken in 
the oven, it shall be b  unleavened 
cakes of fine flour mingled with 
oil, or unleavened wafers anointed  
with oil.
5 ¶ And if thy oblation be a meat 

offering baken in a pan, it shall be 
of fine flour unleavened, mingled 
with oil.
6 Thou shalt part it in pieces, and  

pour oil thereon: it is a meat offering.

7 ¶ And if thy oblation be a meat 
offering baken in the fryingpan, it 
shall be made of fine flour with  
oil.
8 And thou shalt bring the meat 

offering that is made of these things 
unto the LORD: and when it is pre-
sented unto the priest, he shall 
bring it unto the altar.
9 And the priest shall take from the 

meat offering a memorial thereof, 
and shall burn it upon the altar: 
it is an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the LORD.
10 And that which is left of the 

meat offering shall be Aaron’s and 
his sons’: it is a thing most holy of 
the offerings of the LORD made by  
fire.
11 No meat offering, which ye 

shall bring unto the LORD, shall 
be made with a  leaven: for ye shall 
burn no leaven, nor any honey, in 
any offering of the LORD made by  
fire.
12 ¶ As for the oblation of the a first-

fruits, ye shall offer them unto the 
LORD: but they shall not be burnt 
on the altar for a sweet savour.
13 And every oblation of thy meat 

offering shalt thou season with salt; 
neither shalt thou suffer the salt of 
the covenant of thy God to be lack-
ing from thy meat offering: with 
all thine offerings thou shalt offer  
a  salt.
14 And if thou offer a meat offer-

ing of thy firstfruits unto the LORD, 
thou shalt offer for the meat offer-
ing of thy firstfruits green ears of 
corn dried by the fire, even corn 
beaten out of full ears.
15 And thou shalt put oil upon it, 

and lay frankincense thereon: it is 
a meat offering.
16 And the priest shall burn the 

memorial of it, part of the beaten 
corn thereof, and part of the oil 
thereof, with all the frankincense 
thereof: it is an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD.

2 1 a OR the evening sacrifice.  
Ezek. 42:13.

  b Matt. 2:11.
 3 a Num. 18:9.

  b Lev. 6:16.
 4 a Ezek. 46:20.
  b Ex. 29:2.
 11 a TG Leaven.

 12 a Ex. 23:19.
 13 a TG Salt.
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herself seven days, and after that 
she shall be clean.
29 And on the eighth day she shall 

take unto her two turtles, or two 
young pigeons, and bring them unto 
the priest, to the door of the taber-
nacle of the congregation.
30 And the priest shall offer the 

one for a sin offering, and the other 
for a burnt offering; and the priest 
shall make an atonement for her 
before the LORD for the issue of her 
uncleanness.
31 Thus shall ye separate the 

children of Israel from their a  un-
cleanness; that they die not in their 
uncleanness, when they defile my 
b  tabernacle that is among them.
32 This is the law of him that hath 

an issue, and of him whose seed goeth 
from him, and is defiled therewith;
33 And of her that is sick of her 

flowers, and of him that hath an is-
sue, of the man, and of the woman, 
and of him that lieth with her that 
is unclean.

CHAPTER 16
How and when Aaron must enter the 
holy place is explained—Sacrifices are 
offered to reconcile Israel to God—The 
scapegoat carries away the sins of the 
people—The sins of all Israel are for-
given on the Day of Atonement.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses 
after the death of the two a  sons of 
Aaron, when they offered before 
the LORD, and died;
2 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that 
he come not at all times into the 
a  holy place within the b  veil before 
the mercy seat, which is upon the 
ark; that he die not: for I will c  ap-
pear in the cloud upon the mercy  
seat.
3 Thus shall Aaron come into the 

holy place: with a young bullock 

for a sin offering, and a ram for a 
burnt offering.
4 He shall put on the holy linen 

coat, and he shall have the linen 
breeches upon his flesh, and shall 
be girded with a linen girdle, and 
with the linen a  mitre shall he be 
attired: these are holy garments; 
therefore shall he wash his flesh in 
water, and so put them on.
5 And he shall take of the congre-

gation of the children of Israel two 
kids of the goats for a sin offering, 
and one ram for a burnt offering.
6 And Aaron shall offer his bul-

lock of the sin offering, which is for  
himself, and make an atonement 
for himself, and for his house.
7 And he shall take the two goats, 

and present them before the LORD 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon 

the two goats; one lot for the LORD, 
and the other lot for the scapegoat.
9 And Aaron shall bring the goat 

upon which the LORD’s lot fell, and 
offer him for a sin a  offering.
10 But the goat, on which the lot 

fell to be the scapegoat, shall be 
presented alive before the LORD, to 
make an atonement with him, and 
to let him go for a scapegoat into 
the wilderness.
11 And Aaron shall bring the 

bullock of the sin offering, which 
is for himself, and shall make an 
atonement for himself, and for his 
house, and shall kill the bullock 
of the sin offering which is for  
himself:
12 And he shall take a a  censer full 

of burning coals of fire from off 
the altar before the LORD, and his 
hands full of sweet incense beaten 
small, and bring it within the veil:
13 And he shall put the a  incense 

upon the fire before the LORD, that 
the cloud of the incense may cover  

 31 a Num. 5:3;  
D&C 94:9;  
Moses 6:57.

  b Mosiah 2:37.
16 1 a Lev. 10:1 (1–2).
 2 a Heb. 9:12 (7, 12, 24–25); 

   10:19 (19–22).
  b TG Veil.
  c Ex. 25:22; 29:42 (42–43); 

40:34 (34–35);  
D&C 97:16 (15–17);  
109:5 (5, 12–13);  

Abr. 2:19 (19–20).
 4 a HEB cap.
 9 a 3 Ne. 9:22 (15–22);  

D&C 21:9.
 12 a HEB shovel.
 13 a Rev. 8:3 (2–4).
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the mercy seat that is b  upon the 
testimony, that he die not:
14 And he shall take of the a  blood 

of the bullock, and sprinkle it with 
his finger upon the mercy seat east-
ward; and before the mercy seat 
shall he sprinkle of the blood with 
his finger seven times.
15 ¶ Then shall he kill the goat of 

the sin offering, that is for the peo-
ple, and bring his blood within the 
veil, and do with that blood as he 
did with the blood of the bullock, 
and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, 
and before the mercy seat:
16 And he shall make an atonement 

for the holy place, because of the un-
cleanness of the children of Israel, 
and because of their a transgressions 
in all their sins: and so shall he do 
for the tabernacle of the congrega-
tion, that remaineth among them 
in the midst of their uncleanness.
17 And there shall be no man in 

the tabernacle of the congregation  
when he goeth in to make an atone-
ment in the holy place, until he come  
out, and have made an atonement 
for himself, and for his household, 
and for all the congregation of Israel.
18 And he shall go out unto the 

altar that is before the LORD, and 
make an atonement for it; and shall 
take of the blood of the bullock, 
and of the blood of the goat, and 
put it upon the a  horns of the altar 
round about.
19 And he shall sprinkle of the 

blood upon it with his finger seven 
times, and cleanse it, and hallow it 
from the uncleanness of the chil-
dren of Israel.
20 ¶ And when he hath made an 

end of reconciling the holy place, 
and the tabernacle of the congre-
gation, and the altar, he shall bring 
the live goat:
21 And Aaron shall lay both his 

a  hands upon the head of the live 

goat, and b  confess over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, 
and all their transgressions in all 
their sins, putting them upon the 
head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a c  fit man into 
the wilderness:
22 And the goat shall a  bear upon 

him all their b iniquities unto a land 
not inhabited: and he shall let go 
the goat in the wilderness.
23 And Aaron shall come into  

the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and shall put off the linen gar-
ments, which he put on when he 
went into the holy a  place, and shall 
leave them there:
24 And he shall wash his flesh with 

water a  in the holy place, and put 
on his garments, and come forth, 
and offer his burnt offering, and 
the burnt offering of the people, 
and make an atonement for him-
self, and for the people.
25 And the fat of the sin offering 

shall he burn upon the altar.
26 And he that let go the goat for 

the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe his flesh in water, and 
afterward come into the camp.
27 And the bullock for the sin off-

ering, and the goat for the sin off-
ering, whose blood was brought 
in to make atonement in the holy 
place, shall one carry forth without 
the camp; and they shall burn in 
the fire their skins, and their flesh, 
and their dung.
28 And he that burneth them 

shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
his flesh in water, and afterward 
he shall come into the camp.
29 ¶ And this shall be a statute 

for ever unto you: that in the sev-
enth month, on the tenth day of the 
month, ye shall a  afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all, whether it 
be one of your own b  country, or a 
stranger that sojourneth among you:

 13 b IE upon the ark 
containing the stone 
tablets and other 
written revelations.

 14 a Lev. 4:5 (5–6).
 16 a TG Transgress.
 18 a Lev. 4:7.

 21 a TG Hands, Laying on of.
  b Heb. 10:3.  

TG Confession.
  c HEB appointed.
 22 a Mosiah 14:11.
  b TG Jesus Christ, Types 

of, in Anticipation.

 23 a D&C 109:13.
 24 a HEB in a holy place.
 29 a OR humble.
  b Ex. 12:48 (19, 48–49);  

Ezek. 47:22.



169 LEVITICUS 15:29–16:13

herself seven days, and after that 
she shall be clean.
29 And on the eighth day she shall 

take unto her two turtles, or two 
young pigeons, and bring them unto 
the priest, to the door of the taber-
nacle of the congregation.
30 And the priest shall offer the 

one for a sin offering, and the other 
for a burnt offering; and the priest 
shall make an atonement for her 
before the LORD for the issue of her 
uncleanness.
31 Thus shall ye separate the 

children of Israel from their a  un-
cleanness; that they die not in their 
uncleanness, when they defile my 
b  tabernacle that is among them.
32 This is the law of him that hath 

an issue, and of him whose seed goeth 
from him, and is defiled therewith;
33 And of her that is sick of her 

flowers, and of him that hath an is-
sue, of the man, and of the woman, 
and of him that lieth with her that 
is unclean.

CHAPTER 16
How and when Aaron must enter the 
holy place is explained—Sacrifices are 
offered to reconcile Israel to God—The 
scapegoat carries away the sins of the 
people—The sins of all Israel are for-
given on the Day of Atonement.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses 
after the death of the two a  sons of 
Aaron, when they offered before 
the LORD, and died;
2 And the LORD said unto Moses, 

Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that 
he come not at all times into the 
a  holy place within the b  veil before 
the mercy seat, which is upon the 
ark; that he die not: for I will c  ap-
pear in the cloud upon the mercy  
seat.
3 Thus shall Aaron come into the 

holy place: with a young bullock 

for a sin offering, and a ram for a 
burnt offering.
4 He shall put on the holy linen 

coat, and he shall have the linen 
breeches upon his flesh, and shall 
be girded with a linen girdle, and 
with the linen a  mitre shall he be 
attired: these are holy garments; 
therefore shall he wash his flesh in 
water, and so put them on.
5 And he shall take of the congre-

gation of the children of Israel two 
kids of the goats for a sin offering, 
and one ram for a burnt offering.
6 And Aaron shall offer his bul-

lock of the sin offering, which is for  
himself, and make an atonement 
for himself, and for his house.
7 And he shall take the two goats, 

and present them before the LORD 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation.
8 And Aaron shall cast lots upon 

the two goats; one lot for the LORD, 
and the other lot for the scapegoat.
9 And Aaron shall bring the goat 

upon which the LORD’s lot fell, and 
offer him for a sin a  offering.
10 But the goat, on which the lot 

fell to be the scapegoat, shall be 
presented alive before the LORD, to 
make an atonement with him, and 
to let him go for a scapegoat into 
the wilderness.
11 And Aaron shall bring the 

bullock of the sin offering, which 
is for himself, and shall make an 
atonement for himself, and for his 
house, and shall kill the bullock 
of the sin offering which is for  
himself:
12 And he shall take a a  censer full 

of burning coals of fire from off 
the altar before the LORD, and his 
hands full of sweet incense beaten 
small, and bring it within the veil:
13 And he shall put the a  incense 

upon the fire before the LORD, that 
the cloud of the incense may cover  

 31 a Num. 5:3;  
D&C 94:9;  
Moses 6:57.

  b Mosiah 2:37.
16 1 a Lev. 10:1 (1–2).
 2 a Heb. 9:12 (7, 12, 24–25); 

   10:19 (19–22).
  b TG Veil.
  c Ex. 25:22; 29:42 (42–43); 

40:34 (34–35);  
D&C 97:16 (15–17);  
109:5 (5, 12–13);  

Abr. 2:19 (19–20).
 4 a HEB cap.
 9 a 3 Ne. 9:22 (15–22);  

D&C 21:9.
 12 a HEB shovel.
 13 a Rev. 8:3 (2–4).
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the mercy seat that is b  upon the 
testimony, that he die not:
14 And he shall take of the a  blood 

of the bullock, and sprinkle it with 
his finger upon the mercy seat east-
ward; and before the mercy seat 
shall he sprinkle of the blood with 
his finger seven times.
15 ¶ Then shall he kill the goat of 

the sin offering, that is for the peo-
ple, and bring his blood within the 
veil, and do with that blood as he 
did with the blood of the bullock, 
and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, 
and before the mercy seat:
16 And he shall make an atonement 

for the holy place, because of the un-
cleanness of the children of Israel, 
and because of their a transgressions 
in all their sins: and so shall he do 
for the tabernacle of the congrega-
tion, that remaineth among them 
in the midst of their uncleanness.
17 And there shall be no man in 

the tabernacle of the congregation  
when he goeth in to make an atone-
ment in the holy place, until he come  
out, and have made an atonement 
for himself, and for his household, 
and for all the congregation of Israel.
18 And he shall go out unto the 

altar that is before the LORD, and 
make an atonement for it; and shall 
take of the blood of the bullock, 
and of the blood of the goat, and 
put it upon the a  horns of the altar 
round about.
19 And he shall sprinkle of the 

blood upon it with his finger seven 
times, and cleanse it, and hallow it 
from the uncleanness of the chil-
dren of Israel.
20 ¶ And when he hath made an 

end of reconciling the holy place, 
and the tabernacle of the congre-
gation, and the altar, he shall bring 
the live goat:
21 And Aaron shall lay both his 

a  hands upon the head of the live 

goat, and b  confess over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, 
and all their transgressions in all 
their sins, putting them upon the 
head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a c  fit man into 
the wilderness:
22 And the goat shall a  bear upon 

him all their b iniquities unto a land 
not inhabited: and he shall let go 
the goat in the wilderness.
23 And Aaron shall come into  

the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and shall put off the linen gar-
ments, which he put on when he 
went into the holy a  place, and shall 
leave them there:
24 And he shall wash his flesh with 

water a  in the holy place, and put 
on his garments, and come forth, 
and offer his burnt offering, and 
the burnt offering of the people, 
and make an atonement for him-
self, and for the people.
25 And the fat of the sin offering 

shall he burn upon the altar.
26 And he that let go the goat for 

the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe his flesh in water, and 
afterward come into the camp.
27 And the bullock for the sin off-

ering, and the goat for the sin off-
ering, whose blood was brought 
in to make atonement in the holy 
place, shall one carry forth without 
the camp; and they shall burn in 
the fire their skins, and their flesh, 
and their dung.
28 And he that burneth them 

shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
his flesh in water, and afterward 
he shall come into the camp.
29 ¶ And this shall be a statute 

for ever unto you: that in the sev-
enth month, on the tenth day of the 
month, ye shall a  afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all, whether it 
be one of your own b  country, or a 
stranger that sojourneth among you:

 13 b IE upon the ark 
containing the stone 
tablets and other 
written revelations.

 14 a Lev. 4:5 (5–6).
 16 a TG Transgress.
 18 a Lev. 4:7.

 21 a TG Hands, Laying on of.
  b Heb. 10:3.  

TG Confession.
  c HEB appointed.
 22 a Mosiah 14:11.
  b TG Jesus Christ, Types 

of, in Anticipation.

 23 a D&C 109:13.
 24 a HEB in a holy place.
 29 a OR humble.
  b Ex. 12:48 (19, 48–49);  

Ezek. 47:22.

BD Lots, casting of 

Proverbs 16:33 expresses a 
feeling on the subject of the 
Lord’s hand in the matter.
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  c HEB appointed.
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170LEVITICUS 16:14–29

the mercy seat that is b  upon the 
testimony, that he die not:
14 And he shall take of the a  blood 

of the bullock, and sprinkle it with 
his finger upon the mercy seat east-
ward; and before the mercy seat 
shall he sprinkle of the blood with 
his finger seven times.
15 ¶ Then shall he kill the goat of 

the sin offering, that is for the peo-
ple, and bring his blood within the 
veil, and do with that blood as he 
did with the blood of the bullock, 
and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, 
and before the mercy seat:
16 And he shall make an atonement 

for the holy place, because of the un-
cleanness of the children of Israel, 
and because of their a transgressions 
in all their sins: and so shall he do 
for the tabernacle of the congrega-
tion, that remaineth among them 
in the midst of their uncleanness.
17 And there shall be no man in 

the tabernacle of the congregation  
when he goeth in to make an atone-
ment in the holy place, until he come  
out, and have made an atonement 
for himself, and for his household, 
and for all the congregation of Israel.
18 And he shall go out unto the 

altar that is before the LORD, and 
make an atonement for it; and shall 
take of the blood of the bullock, 
and of the blood of the goat, and 
put it upon the a  horns of the altar 
round about.
19 And he shall sprinkle of the 

blood upon it with his finger seven 
times, and cleanse it, and hallow it 
from the uncleanness of the chil-
dren of Israel.
20 ¶ And when he hath made an 

end of reconciling the holy place, 
and the tabernacle of the congre-
gation, and the altar, he shall bring 
the live goat:
21 And Aaron shall lay both his 

a  hands upon the head of the live 

goat, and b  confess over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, 
and all their transgressions in all 
their sins, putting them upon the 
head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a c  fit man into 
the wilderness:
22 And the goat shall a  bear upon 

him all their b iniquities unto a land 
not inhabited: and he shall let go 
the goat in the wilderness.
23 And Aaron shall come into  

the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and shall put off the linen gar-
ments, which he put on when he 
went into the holy a  place, and shall 
leave them there:
24 And he shall wash his flesh with 

water a  in the holy place, and put 
on his garments, and come forth, 
and offer his burnt offering, and 
the burnt offering of the people, 
and make an atonement for him-
self, and for the people.
25 And the fat of the sin offering 

shall he burn upon the altar.
26 And he that let go the goat for 

the scapegoat shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe his flesh in water, and 
afterward come into the camp.
27 And the bullock for the sin off-

ering, and the goat for the sin off-
ering, whose blood was brought 
in to make atonement in the holy 
place, shall one carry forth without 
the camp; and they shall burn in 
the fire their skins, and their flesh, 
and their dung.
28 And he that burneth them 

shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
his flesh in water, and afterward 
he shall come into the camp.
29 ¶ And this shall be a statute 

for ever unto you: that in the sev-
enth month, on the tenth day of the 
month, ye shall a  afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all, whether it 
be one of your own b  country, or a 
stranger that sojourneth among you:

 13 b IE upon the ark 
containing the stone 
tablets and other 
written revelations.

 14 a Lev. 4:5 (5–6).
 16 a TG Transgress.
 18 a Lev. 4:7.
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  b Heb. 10:3.  
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Old Testament Institute Manual 

“On [the Day of Atonement] Israel’s high priest … enter[ed] the Holy of Holies in the 
house of the Lord, to … make an atonement for the sins of the people. … Sacri"cial 
animals were slain and their blood sprinkled on the mercy seat and before the altar; 
incense was burned, and all of the imagery and symbolism of the ransoming 
ordinances was carried out. … Two goats were selected, lots were cast, and the 
name of Jehovah was placed upon one goat; the other was called … the scapegoat. 
The Lord’s goat was then sacri"ced as the Great Jehovah would be in due course, 
but upon the scapegoat were placed all of the sins of the people, which burden the 
scapegoat then carried away into the wilderness. The high priest, as the law 
required, ‘lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat’ and confessed ‘over him 
all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, 
putting them upon the head of the goat.’ [Leviticus 16:21.] The goat then bore upon 
him ‘all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited’ [Leviticus 16:22], even as the 
Promised Messiah should bear the sins of many”  
(Bruce R. McConkie, The Promised Messiah: The First Coming of Christ [1978], 435–36; see also Bible 
Dictionary, “Fasts”)



Leviticus 17-18
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



Leviticus 17:1-9 - The Place of Sacri"ce 

Leviticus 17:10-16 - Laws Against Eating Blood 

Leviticus 18 - Unlawful Sexual Relations



Old Testament Institute Manual 

“The name of this idol is mentioned for the "rst time in this place. As the 
word molech or melech signi"es king or governor, it is very likely that this 
idol represented the sun; and more particularly as the "re appears to have 
been so much employed in his worship. There are several opinions 
concerning the meaning of passing through the "re to Molech.  

1. Some think that the semen humanum was o#ered on the "re to this idol.  
2. Others think that the children were actually made a burnt-o#ering to 

him.  
3. But others suppose the children were not burnt, but only passed through 

the "re, or between two "res, by way of consecration to him. 



Old Testament Institute Manual 

That some were actually burnt alive to this idol several scriptures, according 
to the opinion of commentators, seem strongly to intimate; see among 
others [Psalm 100:38; Jeremiah 7:31; Ezekiel 23:37–39]. That others were only 
consecrated to his service by passing between two "res the rabbins strongly 
assert; and if Ahaz had but one son, Hezekiah, (though it is probable he had 
others, see [2 Chronicles 28:3]) he is said to have passed through the "re to 
Molech [2 Kings 16:3], yet he succeeded his father in the kingdom [2 Kings 
18:1], therefore this could only be a consecration, his idolatrous father 
intending thereby to initiate him early into the service of this 
demon.” (Clarke, Bible Commentary, 1:570–71.)
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nakedness of thy brother’s a  wife: it 
is thy brother’s nakedness.
17 Thou shalt not uncover the 

nakedness of a a  woman and her 
daughter, neither shalt thou take 
her son’s daughter, or her daughter’s 
daughter, to uncover her nakedness; 
for they are her near kinswomen: it 
is wickedness.
18 Neither shalt thou take a wife 

to her sister, to vex her, to uncover 
her nakedness, beside the other in 
her life time.
19 Also thou shalt not approach 

unto a a  woman to uncover her na-
kedness, as long as she is put b  apart 
for her uncleanness.
20 Moreover thou shalt not lie car-

nally with thy neighbour’s wife, to 
defile thyself with her.
21 And thou shalt not let any of thy 

seed pass through the a fire to b Molech,  
neither shalt thou c  profane the 
d  name of thy God: I am the LORD.
22 a  Thou shalt not lie with man-

kind, as with womankind: it is 
b  abomination.
23 Neither shalt thou lie with any 

beast to defile thyself therewith: 
neither shall any woman stand be-
fore a beast to lie down thereto: it 
is confusion.
24 a Defile not ye yourselves in any 

of these things: for in all these the 
nations are b  defiled which I c  cast 
out before you:
25 And the a land is b defiled: there-

fore I do visit the iniquity thereof 
upon it, and the land itself vomiteth 
out her inhabitants.
26 Ye shall therefore a  keep my  

statutes and my judgments, and 
shall not commit any of these 

abominations; neither any of your 
own nation, nor any stranger that 
sojourneth among you:
27 (For all these a  abominations 

have the men of the land done, 
which were before you, and the land 
is defiled;)
28 That the a land spue not you out 

also, when ye defile it, as it spued 
out the nations that were before you.
29 For whosoever shall commit any  

of these abominations, even the 
souls that commit them shall be 
a  cut off from among their people.
30 Therefore shall ye keep mine 

ordinance, that ye commit not any 
one of these abominable a  customs, 
which were committed before you, 
and that ye defile not yourselves 
therein: I am the LORD your God.

CHAPTER 19
Israel is commanded: Be holy, live righ-
teously, love your neighbor, and keep 
the commandments—The Lord reveals 
and reaffirms sundry laws and com-
mandments—Enchantments, wizardry, 
prostitution, and all evil practices are 
forbidden.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 Speak unto all the congregation 

of the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, Ye shall be a  holy: for I 
the LORD your God am holy.
3 ¶ Ye shall fear every man his 

mother, and his father, and keep 
my a  sabbaths: I am the b  LORD your  
God.
4 ¶ Turn ye not unto a  idols, nor 

make to yourselves molten gods: I 
am the LORD your God.

 16 a Lev. 20:21;  
Matt. 14:4 (3–4).

 17 a TG Woman.
 19 a Ezek. 18:6.
  b Ezek. 22:10.
 21 a Deut. 12:31; 18:10;  

2 Kgs. 16:3 (3–4); 21:6;  
Jer. 7:31; 19:5; 32:35.

  b 2 Kgs. 23:10.
  c TG Swearing.
  d Ex. 20:7.
 22 a OR With the male you 

shall not lie as one lies 

with the woman.
  b TG Homosexual 

Behavior.
 24 a Deut. 18:12.  

TG Virtue.
  b Num. 35:34 (33–34).
  c Ex. 34:24;  

Josh. 24:13 (8–13).
 25 a TG Israel, Land of.
  b Ezek. 36:17.  

TG Pollution.
 26 a TG Obedience.
 27 a TG Apostasy of Israel; Sin.

 28 a Deut. 18:9.
 29 a TG Excommunication.
 30 a TG Traditions of Men.
19 2 a OR saints or holy ones. 

Josh. 24:19; Isa. 5:16;  
D&C 82:14.  
TG God, the Standard 
of Righteousness; 
Holiness.

 3 a D&C 59:9.
  b Lev. 20:8.
 4 a Judg. 17:3 (3–4);  

2 Ne. 9:37; D&C 1:16.
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5 ¶ And if ye offer a sacrifice of 
peace offerings unto the LORD, ye 
shall a  offer it at your own b  will.
6 It shall be eaten the same day ye 

offer it, and on the morrow: and if 
ought remain until the third day, 
it shall be burnt in the fire.
7 And if it be eaten at all on the 

third day, it is a  abominable; it shall 
not be accepted.
8 Therefore every one that eateth it 

shall a  bear his iniquity, because he 
hath profaned the hallowed thing 
of the LORD: and that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people.
9 ¶ And when ye reap the a harvest 

of your land, thou shalt not wholly 
b  reap the corners of thy field, nei-
ther shalt thou gather the c  glean-
ings of thy harvest.
10 And thou shalt not glean thy 

vineyard, neither shalt thou gather 
every grape of thy vineyard; thou 
shalt leave them for the a  poor 
and stranger: I am the LORD your  
God.
11 ¶ Ye shall not a  steal, neither 

b  deal falsely, neither c  lie one to 
another.
12 ¶ And ye shall not a  swear by 

my name b falsely, neither shalt thou 
c  profane the name of thy God: I am 
the LORD.
13 ¶ Thou shalt not a  defraud thy 

b  neighbour, neither rob him: the 
c  wages of him that is hired shall 

not abide with thee all night until 
the morning.
14 ¶ Thou shalt not a  curse the 

b  deaf, nor put a c  stumblingblock 
before the d blind, but shalt fear thy 
God: I am e  the LORD.
15 ¶ Ye shall do no a  unrighteous-

ness in b  judgment: thou shalt not 
c  respect the person of the poor, nor 
honour the person of the mighty: but 
in d  righteousness shalt thou judge 
thy neighbour.
16 ¶ Thou shalt not go up and down 

as a a  talebearer among thy people: 
neither shalt thou stand against 
the blood of thy neighbour: I am  
the LORD.
17 ¶ a  Thou shalt not hate thy 

brother in thine b  heart: thou shalt 
in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, 
and not suffer sin upon him.
18 ¶ Thou shalt not a  avenge, nor 

bear any b  grudge against the chil-
dren of thy people, but thou shalt 
c  love thy d  neighbour as thyself: I 
am the LORD.
19 ¶ Ye shall keep my statutes. 

a Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender 
with a diverse kind: thou shalt not 
sow thy field with b  mingled seed: 
neither shall a garment c mingled of 
linen and woollen come upon thee.
20 ¶ And whosoever lieth carnally 

with a woman, that is a bondmaid, 
betrothed to a  an husband, and not 
at all redeemed, nor freedom given  

 5 a TG Sacrifice.
  b Moro. 7:6.
 7 a Lev. 7:18;  

Ezek. 4:14.
 8 a Lev. 5:1 (1–6).
 9 a TG Harvest.
  b Ruth 2:2 (2, 12).
  c Ruth 2:8 (2–9);  

Mosiah 4:26;  
D&C 42:31.

 10 a TG Charity; Poor; 
Welfare.

 11 a TG Stealing.
  b D&C 136:25.
  c TG Lying.
 12 a TG Swearing.
  b TG Honesty.
  c TG Profanity.
 13 a Deut. 24:15.  

TG Fraud.
  b TG Neighbor.

  c TG Wages.
 14 a TG Curse.
  b TG Compassion.
  c Rom. 14:13.
  d Deut. 27:18.
  e HEB Jehovah. Note 

that this phrase occurs 
fifteen times like a seal 
of authority upon each 
of these statutes.

 15 a HEB injustice.  
Ex. 23:3 (1–3).

  b TG Judgment.
  c IE show unjust 

favoritism either to the 
humble or the mighty. 
Deut. 1:17;  
D&C 38:25 (25–27).

  d TG Righteousness.
 16 a TG Gossip; Honesty.
 17 a IE Though you may 

reprove a neighbor and 
not tolerate his sin, do 
not hate him.  
Jacob 2:7;  
D&C 121:43.

  b TG Hardheartedness.
 18 a TG Forbear;  

Retribution.
  b TG Malice.
  c TG Charity; Love.
  d TG Fellowshipping;  

Neighbor.
 19 a Note that these laws 

are in harmony with 
the other admonitions 
to keep things pure 
and in proper use. 
TG Separation.

  b Deut. 22:9.
  c Deut. 22:11.
 20 a HEB a man.
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nakedness of thy brother’s a  wife: it 
is thy brother’s nakedness.
17 Thou shalt not uncover the 

nakedness of a a  woman and her 
daughter, neither shalt thou take 
her son’s daughter, or her daughter’s 
daughter, to uncover her nakedness; 
for they are her near kinswomen: it 
is wickedness.
18 Neither shalt thou take a wife 

to her sister, to vex her, to uncover 
her nakedness, beside the other in 
her life time.
19 Also thou shalt not approach 

unto a a  woman to uncover her na-
kedness, as long as she is put b  apart 
for her uncleanness.
20 Moreover thou shalt not lie car-

nally with thy neighbour’s wife, to 
defile thyself with her.
21 And thou shalt not let any of thy 

seed pass through the a fire to b Molech,  
neither shalt thou c  profane the 
d  name of thy God: I am the LORD.
22 a  Thou shalt not lie with man-

kind, as with womankind: it is 
b  abomination.
23 Neither shalt thou lie with any 

beast to defile thyself therewith: 
neither shall any woman stand be-
fore a beast to lie down thereto: it 
is confusion.
24 a Defile not ye yourselves in any 

of these things: for in all these the 
nations are b  defiled which I c  cast 
out before you:
25 And the a land is b defiled: there-

fore I do visit the iniquity thereof 
upon it, and the land itself vomiteth 
out her inhabitants.
26 Ye shall therefore a  keep my  

statutes and my judgments, and 
shall not commit any of these 

abominations; neither any of your 
own nation, nor any stranger that 
sojourneth among you:
27 (For all these a  abominations 

have the men of the land done, 
which were before you, and the land 
is defiled;)
28 That the a land spue not you out 

also, when ye defile it, as it spued 
out the nations that were before you.
29 For whosoever shall commit any  

of these abominations, even the 
souls that commit them shall be 
a  cut off from among their people.
30 Therefore shall ye keep mine 

ordinance, that ye commit not any 
one of these abominable a  customs, 
which were committed before you, 
and that ye defile not yourselves 
therein: I am the LORD your God.

CHAPTER 19
Israel is commanded: Be holy, live righ-
teously, love your neighbor, and keep 
the commandments—The Lord reveals 
and reaffirms sundry laws and com-
mandments—Enchantments, wizardry, 
prostitution, and all evil practices are 
forbidden.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,
2 Speak unto all the congregation 

of the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, Ye shall be a  holy: for I 
the LORD your God am holy.
3 ¶ Ye shall fear every man his 

mother, and his father, and keep 
my a  sabbaths: I am the b  LORD your  
God.
4 ¶ Turn ye not unto a  idols, nor 

make to yourselves molten gods: I 
am the LORD your God.

 16 a Lev. 20:21;  
Matt. 14:4 (3–4).

 17 a TG Woman.
 19 a Ezek. 18:6.
  b Ezek. 22:10.
 21 a Deut. 12:31; 18:10;  

2 Kgs. 16:3 (3–4); 21:6;  
Jer. 7:31; 19:5; 32:35.

  b 2 Kgs. 23:10.
  c TG Swearing.
  d Ex. 20:7.
 22 a OR With the male you 

shall not lie as one lies 

with the woman.
  b TG Homosexual 

Behavior.
 24 a Deut. 18:12.  

TG Virtue.
  b Num. 35:34 (33–34).
  c Ex. 34:24;  

Josh. 24:13 (8–13).
 25 a TG Israel, Land of.
  b Ezek. 36:17.  

TG Pollution.
 26 a TG Obedience.
 27 a TG Apostasy of Israel; Sin.

 28 a Deut. 18:9.
 29 a TG Excommunication.
 30 a TG Traditions of Men.
19 2 a OR saints or holy ones. 

Josh. 24:19; Isa. 5:16;  
D&C 82:14.  
TG God, the Standard 
of Righteousness; 
Holiness.

 3 a D&C 59:9.
  b Lev. 20:8.
 4 a Judg. 17:3 (3–4);  

2 Ne. 9:37; D&C 1:16.

Sister Elaine S. Dalton 

“If you desire to make a 
di#erence in the world, you 
must be di#erent from the 
world” 

(Sister Elaine S. Dalton, “Now 
Is the Time to Arise and 
Shine!” GC Apr 2012, Ensign 
or Liahona, May 2012, 124.)
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5 ¶ And if ye offer a sacrifice of 
peace offerings unto the LORD, ye 
shall a  offer it at your own b  will.
6 It shall be eaten the same day ye 

offer it, and on the morrow: and if 
ought remain until the third day, 
it shall be burnt in the fire.
7 And if it be eaten at all on the 

third day, it is a  abominable; it shall 
not be accepted.
8 Therefore every one that eateth it 

shall a  bear his iniquity, because he 
hath profaned the hallowed thing 
of the LORD: and that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people.
9 ¶ And when ye reap the a harvest 

of your land, thou shalt not wholly 
b  reap the corners of thy field, nei-
ther shalt thou gather the c  glean-
ings of thy harvest.
10 And thou shalt not glean thy 

vineyard, neither shalt thou gather 
every grape of thy vineyard; thou 
shalt leave them for the a  poor 
and stranger: I am the LORD your  
God.
11 ¶ Ye shall not a  steal, neither 

b  deal falsely, neither c  lie one to 
another.
12 ¶ And ye shall not a  swear by 

my name b falsely, neither shalt thou 
c  profane the name of thy God: I am 
the LORD.
13 ¶ Thou shalt not a  defraud thy 

b  neighbour, neither rob him: the 
c  wages of him that is hired shall 

not abide with thee all night until 
the morning.
14 ¶ Thou shalt not a  curse the 

b  deaf, nor put a c  stumblingblock 
before the d blind, but shalt fear thy 
God: I am e  the LORD.
15 ¶ Ye shall do no a  unrighteous-

ness in b  judgment: thou shalt not 
c  respect the person of the poor, nor 
honour the person of the mighty: but 
in d  righteousness shalt thou judge 
thy neighbour.
16 ¶ Thou shalt not go up and down 

as a a  talebearer among thy people: 
neither shalt thou stand against 
the blood of thy neighbour: I am  
the LORD.
17 ¶ a  Thou shalt not hate thy 

brother in thine b  heart: thou shalt 
in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, 
and not suffer sin upon him.
18 ¶ Thou shalt not a  avenge, nor 

bear any b  grudge against the chil-
dren of thy people, but thou shalt 
c  love thy d  neighbour as thyself: I 
am the LORD.
19 ¶ Ye shall keep my statutes. 

a Thou shalt not let thy cattle gender 
with a diverse kind: thou shalt not 
sow thy field with b  mingled seed: 
neither shall a garment c mingled of 
linen and woollen come upon thee.
20 ¶ And whosoever lieth carnally 

with a woman, that is a bondmaid, 
betrothed to a  an husband, and not 
at all redeemed, nor freedom given  

 5 a TG Sacrifice.
  b Moro. 7:6.
 7 a Lev. 7:18;  

Ezek. 4:14.
 8 a Lev. 5:1 (1–6).
 9 a TG Harvest.
  b Ruth 2:2 (2, 12).
  c Ruth 2:8 (2–9);  

Mosiah 4:26;  
D&C 42:31.

 10 a TG Charity; Poor; 
Welfare.

 11 a TG Stealing.
  b D&C 136:25.
  c TG Lying.
 12 a TG Swearing.
  b TG Honesty.
  c TG Profanity.
 13 a Deut. 24:15.  

TG Fraud.
  b TG Neighbor.

  c TG Wages.
 14 a TG Curse.
  b TG Compassion.
  c Rom. 14:13.
  d Deut. 27:18.
  e HEB Jehovah. Note 

that this phrase occurs 
fifteen times like a seal 
of authority upon each 
of these statutes.

 15 a HEB injustice.  
Ex. 23:3 (1–3).

  b TG Judgment.
  c IE show unjust 

favoritism either to the 
humble or the mighty. 
Deut. 1:17;  
D&C 38:25 (25–27).

  d TG Righteousness.
 16 a TG Gossip; Honesty.
 17 a IE Though you may 

reprove a neighbor and 
not tolerate his sin, do 
not hate him.  
Jacob 2:7;  
D&C 121:43.

  b TG Hardheartedness.
 18 a TG Forbear;  

Retribution.
  b TG Malice.
  c TG Charity; Love.
  d TG Fellowshipping;  

Neighbor.
 19 a Note that these laws 

are in harmony with 
the other admonitions 
to keep things pure 
and in proper use. 
TG Separation.

  b Deut. 22:9.
  c Deut. 22:11.
 20 a HEB a man.
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 14 a TG Curse.
  b TG Compassion.
  c Rom. 14:13.
  d Deut. 27:18.
  e HEB Jehovah. Note 

that this phrase occurs 
fifteen times like a seal 
of authority upon each 
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  c IE show unjust 

favoritism either to the 
humble or the mighty. 
Deut. 1:17;  
D&C 38:25 (25–27).
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not hate him.  
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at all redeemed, nor freedom given  

 5 a TG Sacrifice.
  b Moro. 7:6.
 7 a Lev. 7:18;  

Ezek. 4:14.
 8 a Lev. 5:1 (1–6).
 9 a TG Harvest.
  b Ruth 2:2 (2, 12).
  c Ruth 2:8 (2–9);  

Mosiah 4:26;  
D&C 42:31.

 10 a TG Charity; Poor; 
Welfare.

 11 a TG Stealing.
  b D&C 136:25.
  c TG Lying.
 12 a TG Swearing.
  b TG Honesty.
  c TG Profanity.
 13 a Deut. 24:15.  

TG Fraud.
  b TG Neighbor.

  c TG Wages.
 14 a TG Curse.
  b TG Compassion.
  c Rom. 14:13.
  d Deut. 27:18.
  e HEB Jehovah. Note 

that this phrase occurs 
fifteen times like a seal 
of authority upon each 
of these statutes.

 15 a HEB injustice.  
Ex. 23:3 (1–3).

  b TG Judgment.
  c IE show unjust 

favoritism either to the 
humble or the mighty. 
Deut. 1:17;  
D&C 38:25 (25–27).

  d TG Righteousness.
 16 a TG Gossip; Honesty.
 17 a IE Though you may 

reprove a neighbor and 
not tolerate his sin, do 
not hate him.  
Jacob 2:7;  
D&C 121:43.

  b TG Hardheartedness.
 18 a TG Forbear;  

Retribution.
  b TG Malice.
  c TG Charity; Love.
  d TG Fellowshipping;  

Neighbor.
 19 a Note that these laws 

are in harmony with 
the other admonitions 
to keep things pure 
and in proper use. 
TG Separation.

  b Deut. 22:9.
  c Deut. 22:11.
 20 a HEB a man.
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6 It shall be eaten the same day ye 
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ought remain until the third day, 
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hath profaned the hallowed thing 
of the LORD: and that soul shall be 
cut off from among his people.
9 ¶ And when ye reap the a harvest 

of your land, thou shalt not wholly 
b  reap the corners of thy field, nei-
ther shalt thou gather the c  glean-
ings of thy harvest.
10 And thou shalt not glean thy 

vineyard, neither shalt thou gather 
every grape of thy vineyard; thou 
shalt leave them for the a  poor 
and stranger: I am the LORD your  
God.
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another.
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my name b falsely, neither shalt thou 
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b  deaf, nor put a c  stumblingblock 
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ESV  - Leviticus 19:17 

“You shall not hate your 
brother in your heart, 
but you shall reason 
f r a n k l y w i t h y o u r 
neighbor, lest you incur 
sin because of him.
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Deuteronomy 6:5 

“thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all 
thy might”

John 13:34 

“as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one 
another.”
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175 LEVITICUS 19:21–20:1

her; b  she shall be scourged; they 
shall not be put to death, because 
she was not free.
21 And he shall bring his trespass 

offering unto the LORD, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, even a ram for a trespass 
offering.
22 And the priest shall make an 

atonement for him with the ram of 
the trespass offering before the LORD  
for his sin which he hath done: and 
the sin which he hath done shall 
be a  forgiven him.
23 ¶ And when ye shall come into 

the land, and shall have planted all 
manner of trees for food, then ye 
shall count the fruit thereof as un-
circumcised: three years shall it be 
as uncircumcised unto you: it shall 
not be eaten of.
24 But in the fourth year all the 

fruit thereof shall be holy to praise 
the LORD withal.
25 And in the fifth year shall ye 

eat of the fruit thereof, that it may 
yield unto you the increase thereof: 
I am the LORD your God.
26 ¶ Ye shall not eat any thing with 

the a  blood: b  neither shall ye use 
c  enchantment, nor d  observe times.
27 Ye shall not a  round the corners 

of your heads, neither shalt thou 
mar the corners of thy beard.
28 Ye shall not make any a cuttings 

in your b flesh for the dead, nor print 
any marks upon you: I am the LORD.
29 ¶ Do not a prostitute thy daugh-

ter, to cause her to be a whore; lest 
the land fall to b whoredom, and the 
land become full of c  wickedness.

30 ¶ Ye shall keep my a  sabbaths, 
and b  reverence my sanctuary: I am 
the LORD.
31 ¶ a  Regard not them that have 

b  familiar c  spirits, neither seek after 
d  wizards, to be defiled by them: I 
am the LORD your God.
32 ¶ Thou shalt a rise up before the 

b  hoary head, and c  honour the face 
of the old man, and fear thy God: 
I am the LORD.
33 ¶ And if a stranger sojourn 

with thee in your land, ye shall not  
a  vex him.
34 But the a  stranger that dwelleth 

with you shall be unto you b  as one 
born among you, and thou shalt 
c  love him as thyself; for ye were 
strangers in the land of Egypt: I 
am the LORD your God.
35 ¶ Ye shall do no a  unrighteous-

ness in judgment, in meteyard, in 
weight, or in measure.
36 Just balances, just a  weights, a 

just b  ephah, and a just hin, shall ye  
have: I am the LORD your God, which 
brought you out of the land of Egypt.
37 Therefore shall ye observe all 

my statutes, and all my judgments, 
and do them: I am the LORD.

CHAPTER 20
The death penalty is prescribed for 
sacrificing children to Molech, cursing 
father and mother, adultery, homosex-
ual behavior, bestiality, spiritualism, 
and other abominations—Various laws 
and ordinances are listed.
AND the LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying,

 20 b HEB there shall be 
an investigation or 
inquisition.

 22 a TG Forgive.
 26 a TG Blood, Eating of.
  b HEB you shall not divine 

or use sorcery.
  c 2 Kgs. 21:6;  

2 Ne. 10:15; 26:22 (22–23).
  d Deut. 18:14;  

Isa. 47:13 (13–15).
 27 a IE by cutting the 

forelocks of the hair of 
the head.  
Lev. 21:5.

 28 a 1 Kgs. 18:28.  
TG Mourning.

  b TG Body, Sanctity of.
 29 a Deut. 23:17 (17–18).
  b TG Whore.
  c HEB lewdness.
 30 a Lev. 23:3.
  b TG Reverence.
 31 a HEB Do not turn to 

magic or necromancy.
  b TG Spirits, Evil or 

Unclean.
  c TG Sorcery.
  d TG Superstitions.
 32 a HEB rise before the face 

of old age.
  b Prov. 20:29.
  c TG Courtesy; Family, 

Children, Duties of; 
Respect.

 33 a HEB oppress.
 34 a TG Fellowshipping; 

Stranger.
  b HEB as a citizen of yours.
  c Deut. 10:19.  

TG Love.
 35 a HEB injustice.
 36 a Deut. 25:13.
  b Deut. 25:15 (14–15);  

Ezek. 45:10; Amos 8:5.
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