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42GENESIS 27:42–28:12

of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand; then will I 
slay my brother Jacob.
42 And these words of Esau her 

elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Be-
hold, thy brother Esau, as touching 
thee, doth comfort himself, purpos-
ing to kill thee.
43 Now therefore, my son, obey 

my voice; and arise, a  flee thou to 
Laban my b  brother to c  Haran;
44 And tarry with him a few days, 

until thy brother’s fury turn away;
45 Until thy brother’s a  anger turn 

away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then 
I will send, and fetch thee from 
thence: why should I be deprived 
also of you both in one day ?
46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I 

am weary of my life because of the 
a  daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such 
as these which are of the daughters 
of the land, what good shall my 
life do me?

CHAPTER 28
Isaac forbids Jacob to marry a Canaan-
ite—He blesses Jacob and his seed with 
the blessings of Abraham—Esau marries 
a daughter of Ishmael—Jacob sees in vi-
sion a ladder reaching up into heaven—
The Lord promises him seed as the dust 
of the earth in number—The Lord also 
promises Jacob that in him and in his 
seed all the families of the earth will be 
blessed—Jacob covenants to pay tithes.
AND Isaac called Jacob, and blessed 
him, and charged him, and said unto 
him, Thou shalt not take a a  wife of 
the daughters of b  Canaan.

2 Arise, go to a  Padan-aram, to the 
house of b  Bethuel thy mother’s 
father; and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of c  Laban 
thy mother’s brother.
3 And God a  Almighty b  bless thee, 

and make thee c  fruitful, and mul-
tiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
d  multitude of people;
4 And give thee the blessing of 

Abraham, to thee, and to thy a  seed 
with thee; that thou mayest in-
herit the land wherein thou art 
a stranger, which God gave unto  
Abraham.
5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and 

he went to Padan-aram unto La-
ban, son of Bethuel the a  Syrian, 
the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and  
Esau’s mother.
6 ¶ When Esau saw that Isaac had 

blessed Jacob, and sent him away 
to Padan-aram, to take him a wife 
from thence; and that as he blessed 
him he gave him a charge, saying, 
Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan;
7 And that Jacob obeyed his father 

and his mother, and was gone to 
Padan-aram;
8 And Esau seeing that the daugh-

ters of Canaan pleased not Isaac 
his father;
9 Then went Esau unto a  Ishmael, 

and took unto the wives which he 
had Mahalath the daughter of Ish-
mael Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebajoth, to be his b  wife.
10 ¶ And Jacob went out from 

Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.
11 And he lighted upon a certain 

place, and tarried there all night, 
because the sun was set; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows, and lay down 
in that place to sleep.
12 And he a dreamed, and behold a  

 43 a Gen. 35:1.
  b Gen. 24:4.
  c Gen. 24:10; 29:4.
 45 a TG Anger.
 46 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
28 1 a TG Marriage, Wives.
  b Gen. 24:3.
 2 a Gen. 25:20.

  b Gen. 22:23.
  c Gen. 25:20.
 3 a TG God, Power of.
  b Gen. 27:33.
  c Gen. 8:17; 9:7; 26:22; 

35:11; 41:52.
  d Gen. 12:2.
 4 a TG Seed of Abraham.

 5 a HEB Aramean.  
Deut. 26:5;  
Hosea 12:12.

 9 a Gen. 25:13; 36:3 (1–8).
  b TG Marriage,  

Interfaith.
 12 a TG Dream.
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of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand; then will I 
slay my brother Jacob.
42 And these words of Esau her 

elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Be-
hold, thy brother Esau, as touching 
thee, doth comfort himself, purpos-
ing to kill thee.
43 Now therefore, my son, obey 

my voice; and arise, a  flee thou to 
Laban my b  brother to c  Haran;
44 And tarry with him a few days, 

until thy brother’s fury turn away;
45 Until thy brother’s a  anger turn 

away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then 
I will send, and fetch thee from 
thence: why should I be deprived 
also of you both in one day ?
46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I 

am weary of my life because of the 
a  daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such 
as these which are of the daughters 
of the land, what good shall my 
life do me?

CHAPTER 28
Isaac forbids Jacob to marry a Canaan-
ite—He blesses Jacob and his seed with 
the blessings of Abraham—Esau marries 
a daughter of Ishmael—Jacob sees in vi-
sion a ladder reaching up into heaven—
The Lord promises him seed as the dust 
of the earth in number—The Lord also 
promises Jacob that in him and in his 
seed all the families of the earth will be 
blessed—Jacob covenants to pay tithes.
AND Isaac called Jacob, and blessed 
him, and charged him, and said unto 
him, Thou shalt not take a a  wife of 
the daughters of b  Canaan.

2 Arise, go to a  Padan-aram, to the 
house of b  Bethuel thy mother’s 
father; and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of c  Laban 
thy mother’s brother.
3 And God a  Almighty b  bless thee, 

and make thee c  fruitful, and mul-
tiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
d  multitude of people;
4 And give thee the blessing of 

Abraham, to thee, and to thy a  seed 
with thee; that thou mayest in-
herit the land wherein thou art 
a stranger, which God gave unto  
Abraham.
5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and 

he went to Padan-aram unto La-
ban, son of Bethuel the a  Syrian, 
the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and  
Esau’s mother.
6 ¶ When Esau saw that Isaac had 

blessed Jacob, and sent him away 
to Padan-aram, to take him a wife 
from thence; and that as he blessed 
him he gave him a charge, saying, 
Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan;
7 And that Jacob obeyed his father 

and his mother, and was gone to 
Padan-aram;
8 And Esau seeing that the daugh-

ters of Canaan pleased not Isaac 
his father;
9 Then went Esau unto a  Ishmael, 

and took unto the wives which he 
had Mahalath the daughter of Ish-
mael Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebajoth, to be his b  wife.
10 ¶ And Jacob went out from 

Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.
11 And he lighted upon a certain 

place, and tarried there all night, 
because the sun was set; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows, and lay down 
in that place to sleep.
12 And he a dreamed, and behold a  

 43 a Gen. 35:1.
  b Gen. 24:4.
  c Gen. 24:10; 29:4.
 45 a TG Anger.
 46 a TG Marriage, Interfaith.
28 1 a TG Marriage, Wives.
  b Gen. 24:3.
 2 a Gen. 25:20.

  b Gen. 22:23.
  c Gen. 25:20.
 3 a TG God, Power of.
  b Gen. 27:33.
  c Gen. 8:17; 9:7; 26:22; 

35:11; 41:52.
  d Gen. 12:2.
 4 a TG Seed of Abraham.

 5 a HEB Aramean.  
Deut. 26:5;  
Hosea 12:12.

 9 a Gen. 25:13; 36:3 (1–8).
  b TG Marriage,  

Interfaith.
 12 a TG Dream.
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of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand; then will I 
slay my brother Jacob.
42 And these words of Esau her 

elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Be-
hold, thy brother Esau, as touching 
thee, doth comfort himself, purpos-
ing to kill thee.
43 Now therefore, my son, obey 

my voice; and arise, a  flee thou to 
Laban my b  brother to c  Haran;
44 And tarry with him a few days, 

until thy brother’s fury turn away;
45 Until thy brother’s a  anger turn 

away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then 
I will send, and fetch thee from 
thence: why should I be deprived 
also of you both in one day ?
46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I 

am weary of my life because of the 
a  daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such 
as these which are of the daughters 
of the land, what good shall my 
life do me?

CHAPTER 28
Isaac forbids Jacob to marry a Canaan-
ite—He blesses Jacob and his seed with 
the blessings of Abraham—Esau marries 
a daughter of Ishmael—Jacob sees in vi-
sion a ladder reaching up into heaven—
The Lord promises him seed as the dust 
of the earth in number—The Lord also 
promises Jacob that in him and in his 
seed all the families of the earth will be 
blessed—Jacob covenants to pay tithes.
AND Isaac called Jacob, and blessed 
him, and charged him, and said unto 
him, Thou shalt not take a a  wife of 
the daughters of b  Canaan.

2 Arise, go to a  Padan-aram, to the 
house of b  Bethuel thy mother’s 
father; and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of c  Laban 
thy mother’s brother.
3 And God a  Almighty b  bless thee, 

and make thee c  fruitful, and mul-
tiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
d  multitude of people;
4 And give thee the blessing of 

Abraham, to thee, and to thy a  seed 
with thee; that thou mayest in-
herit the land wherein thou art 
a stranger, which God gave unto  
Abraham.
5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and 

he went to Padan-aram unto La-
ban, son of Bethuel the a  Syrian, 
the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and  
Esau’s mother.
6 ¶ When Esau saw that Isaac had 

blessed Jacob, and sent him away 
to Padan-aram, to take him a wife 
from thence; and that as he blessed 
him he gave him a charge, saying, 
Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan;
7 And that Jacob obeyed his father 

and his mother, and was gone to 
Padan-aram;
8 And Esau seeing that the daugh-

ters of Canaan pleased not Isaac 
his father;
9 Then went Esau unto a  Ishmael, 

and took unto the wives which he 
had Mahalath the daughter of Ish-
mael Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebajoth, to be his b  wife.
10 ¶ And Jacob went out from 

Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.
11 And he lighted upon a certain 

place, and tarried there all night, 
because the sun was set; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows, and lay down 
in that place to sleep.
12 And he a dreamed, and behold a  
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  c Gen. 24:10; 29:4.
 45 a TG Anger.
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28 1 a TG Marriage, Wives.
  b Gen. 24:3.
 2 a Gen. 25:20.

  b Gen. 22:23.
  c Gen. 25:20.
 3 a TG God, Power of.
  b Gen. 27:33.
  c Gen. 8:17; 9:7; 26:22; 

35:11; 41:52.
  d Gen. 12:2.
 4 a TG Seed of Abraham.

 5 a HEB Aramean.  
Deut. 26:5;  
Hosea 12:12.

 9 a Gen. 25:13; 36:3 (1–8).
  b TG Marriage,  

Interfaith.
 12 a TG Dream.



Abrahamic Covenant (see Gospel Topics) 

• Numerous posterity [Genesis 17:5–6; Abraham 2:9; 3:14] 

• Receiving the gospel, the blessings of the priesthood, 
and the blessings of salvation and eternal life [Abraham 
2:11] 

• The blessings of living in a chosen land
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of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand; then will I 
slay my brother Jacob.
42 And these words of Esau her 

elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Be-
hold, thy brother Esau, as touching 
thee, doth comfort himself, purpos-
ing to kill thee.
43 Now therefore, my son, obey 

my voice; and arise, a  flee thou to 
Laban my b  brother to c  Haran;
44 And tarry with him a few days, 

until thy brother’s fury turn away;
45 Until thy brother’s a  anger turn 

away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then 
I will send, and fetch thee from 
thence: why should I be deprived 
also of you both in one day ?
46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I 

am weary of my life because of the 
a  daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such 
as these which are of the daughters 
of the land, what good shall my 
life do me?

CHAPTER 28
Isaac forbids Jacob to marry a Canaan-
ite—He blesses Jacob and his seed with 
the blessings of Abraham—Esau marries 
a daughter of Ishmael—Jacob sees in vi-
sion a ladder reaching up into heaven—
The Lord promises him seed as the dust 
of the earth in number—The Lord also 
promises Jacob that in him and in his 
seed all the families of the earth will be 
blessed—Jacob covenants to pay tithes.
AND Isaac called Jacob, and blessed 
him, and charged him, and said unto 
him, Thou shalt not take a a  wife of 
the daughters of b  Canaan.

2 Arise, go to a  Padan-aram, to the 
house of b  Bethuel thy mother’s 
father; and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of c  Laban 
thy mother’s brother.
3 And God a  Almighty b  bless thee, 

and make thee c  fruitful, and mul-
tiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
d  multitude of people;
4 And give thee the blessing of 

Abraham, to thee, and to thy a  seed 
with thee; that thou mayest in-
herit the land wherein thou art 
a stranger, which God gave unto  
Abraham.
5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and 

he went to Padan-aram unto La-
ban, son of Bethuel the a  Syrian, 
the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and  
Esau’s mother.
6 ¶ When Esau saw that Isaac had 

blessed Jacob, and sent him away 
to Padan-aram, to take him a wife 
from thence; and that as he blessed 
him he gave him a charge, saying, 
Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan;
7 And that Jacob obeyed his father 

and his mother, and was gone to 
Padan-aram;
8 And Esau seeing that the daugh-

ters of Canaan pleased not Isaac 
his father;
9 Then went Esau unto a  Ishmael, 

and took unto the wives which he 
had Mahalath the daughter of Ish-
mael Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebajoth, to be his b  wife.
10 ¶ And Jacob went out from 

Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.
11 And he lighted upon a certain 

place, and tarried there all night, 
because the sun was set; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows, and lay down 
in that place to sleep.
12 And he a dreamed, and behold a  

 43 a Gen. 35:1.
  b Gen. 24:4.
  c Gen. 24:10; 29:4.
 45 a TG Anger.
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28 1 a TG Marriage, Wives.
  b Gen. 24:3.
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35:11; 41:52.
  d Gen. 12:2.
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Hosea 12:12.
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Interfaith.
 12 a TG Dream.

43 GENESIS 28:13–29:7

ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and be-
hold the b  angels of God ascending 
and descending on it.
13 And, behold, the a  LORD stood 

b  above it, and said, I am the c  LORD 
God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the d land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed;
14 And thy seed shall be as the 

dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to  
the east, and to the a north, and to the  
south: and in thee and in thy b  seed 
shall all the c  families of the earth 
be d  blessed.
15 And, behold, a  I am with thee, 

and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will b  bring 
thee again into this c  land; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of.
16 ¶ And Jacob awaked out of 

his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
LORD is in this place; and I knew it  
not.
17 And he was afraid, and said, 

How dreadful is this place! this is 
none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of a  heaven.
18 And Jacob rose up early in the 

morning, and took the stone that 
he had put for his pillows, and set 
it up for a a  pillar, and poured oil 
upon the top of it.
19 And he called the name of that  

place a  Beth-el: but the name of  
that city was called b  Luz at the first.
20 And Jacob vowed a a  vow, say-

ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on,
21 So that I come again to my 

father’s house in peace; then shall 
the a  LORD be my God:
22 And this stone, which I have 

set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the a tenth unto thee.

CHAPTER 29
Jacob meets Rachel at the well—He 
serves Laban seven years for her—
Laban gives to Jacob first Leah then 
Rachel in marriage—Jacob serves an-
other seven years—Leah bears Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah.
THEN Jacob went on his journey, 
and came into the land of the peo-
ple of the east.
2 And he looked, and behold a 

well in the field, and, lo, there were 
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for 
out of that well they watered the 
flocks: and a great stone was upon 
the well’s mouth.
3 And thither were all the flocks 

gathered: and they rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and wa-
tered the sheep, and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in his  
place.
4 And Jacob said unto them, My 

brethren, whence be ye? And they 
said, Of a  Haran are we.
5 And he said unto them, Know 

ye a  Laban the son of Nahor? And 
they said, We know him.
6 And he said unto them, Is he 

well? And they said, He is well: 
and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep.
7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high 

day, neither is it time that the cat-
tle should be gathered together: 
water ye the sheep, and go and feed  
them.

 12 b TG Angels.
 13 a Hosea 12:4 (3–5).
  b OR beside him.
  c TG Jesus Christ, Jehovah.
  d TG Promised Lands.
 14 a TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
  b TG Priesthood,  

History of;  
Seed of Abraham.

  c TG Abrahamic 

Covenant.
  d TG Israel, Blessings of;  

Israel, Mission of.
 15 a Gen. 26:24; 46:4.
  b TG Israel, Bondage of,  

in Egypt.
  c TG Israel, Land of.
 17 a TG Heaven.
 18 a Gen. 31:13 (13, 45);  

35:14.
 19 a IE House of God. 

   Gen. 12:8 (7–8);  
Josh. 16:2 (1–2);  
2 Kgs. 2:2;  
Abr. 2:20.

  b Gen. 35:6; 48:3.
 20 a TG Vow.
 21 a Gen. 31:13;  

Deut. 26:17 (16–19).
 22 a TG Tithing.
29 4 a Gen. 27:43.
 5 a Gen. 24:29.
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of the blessing wherewith his father 
blessed him: and Esau said in his 
heart, The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand; then will I 
slay my brother Jacob.
42 And these words of Esau her 

elder son were told to Rebekah: 
and she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son, and said unto him, Be-
hold, thy brother Esau, as touching 
thee, doth comfort himself, purpos-
ing to kill thee.
43 Now therefore, my son, obey 

my voice; and arise, a  flee thou to 
Laban my b  brother to c  Haran;
44 And tarry with him a few days, 

until thy brother’s fury turn away;
45 Until thy brother’s a  anger turn 

away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then 
I will send, and fetch thee from 
thence: why should I be deprived 
also of you both in one day ?
46 And Rebekah said to Isaac, I 

am weary of my life because of the 
a  daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such 
as these which are of the daughters 
of the land, what good shall my 
life do me?

CHAPTER 28
Isaac forbids Jacob to marry a Canaan-
ite—He blesses Jacob and his seed with 
the blessings of Abraham—Esau marries 
a daughter of Ishmael—Jacob sees in vi-
sion a ladder reaching up into heaven—
The Lord promises him seed as the dust 
of the earth in number—The Lord also 
promises Jacob that in him and in his 
seed all the families of the earth will be 
blessed—Jacob covenants to pay tithes.
AND Isaac called Jacob, and blessed 
him, and charged him, and said unto 
him, Thou shalt not take a a  wife of 
the daughters of b  Canaan.

2 Arise, go to a  Padan-aram, to the 
house of b  Bethuel thy mother’s 
father; and take thee a wife from 
thence of the daughters of c  Laban 
thy mother’s brother.
3 And God a  Almighty b  bless thee, 

and make thee c  fruitful, and mul-
tiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
d  multitude of people;
4 And give thee the blessing of 

Abraham, to thee, and to thy a  seed 
with thee; that thou mayest in-
herit the land wherein thou art 
a stranger, which God gave unto  
Abraham.
5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and 

he went to Padan-aram unto La-
ban, son of Bethuel the a  Syrian, 
the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and  
Esau’s mother.
6 ¶ When Esau saw that Isaac had 

blessed Jacob, and sent him away 
to Padan-aram, to take him a wife 
from thence; and that as he blessed 
him he gave him a charge, saying, 
Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan;
7 And that Jacob obeyed his father 

and his mother, and was gone to 
Padan-aram;
8 And Esau seeing that the daugh-

ters of Canaan pleased not Isaac 
his father;
9 Then went Esau unto a  Ishmael, 

and took unto the wives which he 
had Mahalath the daughter of Ish-
mael Abraham’s son, the sister of 
Nebajoth, to be his b  wife.
10 ¶ And Jacob went out from 

Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.
11 And he lighted upon a certain 

place, and tarried there all night, 
because the sun was set; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows, and lay down 
in that place to sleep.
12 And he a dreamed, and behold a  
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ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and be-
hold the b  angels of God ascending 
and descending on it.
13 And, behold, the a  LORD stood 

b  above it, and said, I am the c  LORD 
God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the d land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed;
14 And thy seed shall be as the 

dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to  
the east, and to the a north, and to the  
south: and in thee and in thy b  seed 
shall all the c  families of the earth 
be d  blessed.
15 And, behold, a  I am with thee, 

and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will b  bring 
thee again into this c  land; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of.
16 ¶ And Jacob awaked out of 

his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
LORD is in this place; and I knew it  
not.
17 And he was afraid, and said, 

How dreadful is this place! this is 
none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of a  heaven.
18 And Jacob rose up early in the 

morning, and took the stone that 
he had put for his pillows, and set 
it up for a a  pillar, and poured oil 
upon the top of it.
19 And he called the name of that  

place a  Beth-el: but the name of  
that city was called b  Luz at the first.
20 And Jacob vowed a a  vow, say-

ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on,
21 So that I come again to my 

father’s house in peace; then shall 
the a  LORD be my God:
22 And this stone, which I have 

set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the a tenth unto thee.
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and came into the land of the peo-
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2 And he looked, and behold a 

well in the field, and, lo, there were 
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for 
out of that well they watered the 
flocks: and a great stone was upon 
the well’s mouth.
3 And thither were all the flocks 

gathered: and they rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and wa-
tered the sheep, and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in his  
place.
4 And Jacob said unto them, My 

brethren, whence be ye? And they 
said, Of a  Haran are we.
5 And he said unto them, Know 

ye a  Laban the son of Nahor? And 
they said, We know him.
6 And he said unto them, Is he 

well? And they said, He is well: 
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“When Jacob traveled from Beersheba toward Haran, he had a 
dream in which he saw himself on the earth at the foot of a ladder 
that reached to heaven where the Lord stood above it. He beheld 
angels ascending and descending thereon, and Jacob realized 
that the covenants he made with the Lord there were the rungs 
on the ladder that he himself would have to climb in order to 
obtain the promised blessings—blessings that would entitle him 
to enter heaven and associate with the Lord. 

“Because he had met the Lord and entered into covenants with 
him there, Jacob considered the site so sacred that he named the 
place Bethel, a contraction of Beth-Elohim, which means literally 
‘the House of the Lord.’ He said of it: ‘… this is none other but the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.’ (Gen. 28:17.) 



President Marion G. Romney 

“Jacob not only passed through the gate of heaven, but by living 
up to every covenant he also went all the way in. Of him and his 
forebears Abraham and Isaac, the Lord has said: ‘… because they 
did none other things than that which they were commanded, 
they have entered into their exaltation, according to the 
promises, and sit upon thrones, and are not angels but are 
gods.’ (D&C 132:37.) 

“Temples are to us all what Bethel was to Jacob. Even more, they 
are also the gates to heaven for all of our unendowed kindred 
dead. We should all do our duty in bringing our loved ones 
through them.” (“Temples—The Gates to Heaven,” Ensign, Mar. 
1971, p. 16.)
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hold the b  angels of God ascending 
and descending on it.
13 And, behold, the a  LORD stood 

b  above it, and said, I am the c  LORD 
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ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on,
21 So that I come again to my 

father’s house in peace; then shall 
the a  LORD be my God:
22 And this stone, which I have 

set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the a tenth unto thee.

CHAPTER 29
Jacob meets Rachel at the well—He 
serves Laban seven years for her—
Laban gives to Jacob first Leah then 
Rachel in marriage—Jacob serves an-
other seven years—Leah bears Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah.
THEN Jacob went on his journey, 
and came into the land of the peo-
ple of the east.
2 And he looked, and behold a 

well in the field, and, lo, there were 
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for 
out of that well they watered the 
flocks: and a great stone was upon 
the well’s mouth.
3 And thither were all the flocks 

gathered: and they rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and wa-
tered the sheep, and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in his  
place.
4 And Jacob said unto them, My 
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said, Of a  Haran are we.
5 And he said unto them, Know 

ye a  Laban the son of Nahor? And 
they said, We know him.
6 And he said unto them, Is he 

well? And they said, He is well: 
and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep.
7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high 

day, neither is it time that the cat-
tle should be gathered together: 
water ye the sheep, and go and feed  
them.
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ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and be-
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8 And they said, We cannot, until 
all a the flocks be gathered together, 
and till they roll the stone from 
the well’s mouth; then we water 
the sheep.
9 ¶ And while he yet spake with 

them, Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep: for she kept them.
10 And it came to pass, when Jacob 

saw Rachel the daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother’s brother, that 
Jacob went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and 
a  watered the flock of Laban his 
mother’s brother.
11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and 

lifted up his voice, and wept.
12 And Jacob told Rachel that he 

was her father’s brother, and that 
he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran 
and told her father.
13 And it came to pass, when La-

ban heard the tidings of Jacob his 
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him,  
and embraced him, and kissed  
him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things.
14 And Laban said to him, Surely 

thou art my bone and my a  flesh. 
And he abode with him the space 
of a month.
15 ¶ And Laban said unto Ja-

cob, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me 
for nought? tell me, what shall thy 
wages be?
16 And Laban had two daughters: 

the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah was tender eyed; but Ra-

chel was a  beautiful and well b  fa-
voured.
18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and 

said, I will a  serve thee seven years 
for Rachel thy younger daughter.
19 And Laban said, It is better 

that I give her to thee, than that 

I should give her to another man: 
abide with me.
20 And Jacob served seven years 

for a  Rachel; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the b  love he 
had to her.
21 ¶ And Jacob said unto Laban, 

Give me my wife, for my days are 
fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.
22 And Laban gathered together 

all the men of the place, and made 
a a  feast.
23 And it came to pass in the eve-

ning, that he took Leah his daugh-
ter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her.
24 And Laban gave unto his daugh-

ter Leah a  Zilpah his maid for an 
handmaid.
25 And it came to pass, that in the 

morning, behold, it was Leah: and 
he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve 
with thee for Rachel? wherefore 
then hast thou beguiled me?
26 And Laban said, It must not 

be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the a  firstborn.
27 Fulfil her week, and we will 

give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet 
seven other years.
28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 

her week: and he gave him Rachel 
his daughter to wife also.
29 And Laban gave to Rachel his 

daughter a  Bilhah his handmaid to 
be her maid.
30 And he went in also unto Ra-

chel, and he a  loved also Rachel 
more than Leah, and b  served with 
him yet seven other years.
31 ¶ And when the LORD saw that 

Leah was hated, he opened her 
womb: but Rachel was a  barren.
32 And a Leah conceived, and bare 

a son, and she called his name b Reu-
ben: for she said, Surely the LORD 
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ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and be-
hold the b  angels of God ascending 
and descending on it.
13 And, behold, the a  LORD stood 

b  above it, and said, I am the c  LORD 
God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the d land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed;
14 And thy seed shall be as the 

dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to  
the east, and to the a north, and to the  
south: and in thee and in thy b  seed 
shall all the c  families of the earth 
be d  blessed.
15 And, behold, a  I am with thee, 

and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will b  bring 
thee again into this c  land; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of.
16 ¶ And Jacob awaked out of 

his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
LORD is in this place; and I knew it  
not.
17 And he was afraid, and said, 

How dreadful is this place! this is 
none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of a  heaven.
18 And Jacob rose up early in the 

morning, and took the stone that 
he had put for his pillows, and set 
it up for a a  pillar, and poured oil 
upon the top of it.
19 And he called the name of that  

place a  Beth-el: but the name of  
that city was called b  Luz at the first.
20 And Jacob vowed a a  vow, say-

ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on,
21 So that I come again to my 

father’s house in peace; then shall 
the a  LORD be my God:
22 And this stone, which I have 

set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the a tenth unto thee.

CHAPTER 29
Jacob meets Rachel at the well—He 
serves Laban seven years for her—
Laban gives to Jacob first Leah then 
Rachel in marriage—Jacob serves an-
other seven years—Leah bears Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah.
THEN Jacob went on his journey, 
and came into the land of the peo-
ple of the east.
2 And he looked, and behold a 

well in the field, and, lo, there were 
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for 
out of that well they watered the 
flocks: and a great stone was upon 
the well’s mouth.
3 And thither were all the flocks 

gathered: and they rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and wa-
tered the sheep, and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in his  
place.
4 And Jacob said unto them, My 

brethren, whence be ye? And they 
said, Of a  Haran are we.
5 And he said unto them, Know 

ye a  Laban the son of Nahor? And 
they said, We know him.
6 And he said unto them, Is he 

well? And they said, He is well: 
and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep.
7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high 

day, neither is it time that the cat-
tle should be gathered together: 
water ye the sheep, and go and feed  
them.
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8 And they said, We cannot, until 
all a the flocks be gathered together, 
and till they roll the stone from 
the well’s mouth; then we water 
the sheep.
9 ¶ And while he yet spake with 

them, Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep: for she kept them.
10 And it came to pass, when Jacob 

saw Rachel the daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother’s brother, that 
Jacob went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and 
a  watered the flock of Laban his 
mother’s brother.
11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and 

lifted up his voice, and wept.
12 And Jacob told Rachel that he 

was her father’s brother, and that 
he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran 
and told her father.
13 And it came to pass, when La-

ban heard the tidings of Jacob his 
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him,  
and embraced him, and kissed  
him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things.
14 And Laban said to him, Surely 

thou art my bone and my a  flesh. 
And he abode with him the space 
of a month.
15 ¶ And Laban said unto Ja-

cob, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me 
for nought? tell me, what shall thy 
wages be?
16 And Laban had two daughters: 

the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah was tender eyed; but Ra-

chel was a  beautiful and well b  fa-
voured.
18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and 

said, I will a  serve thee seven years 
for Rachel thy younger daughter.
19 And Laban said, It is better 

that I give her to thee, than that 

I should give her to another man: 
abide with me.
20 And Jacob served seven years 

for a  Rachel; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the b  love he 
had to her.
21 ¶ And Jacob said unto Laban, 

Give me my wife, for my days are 
fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.
22 And Laban gathered together 

all the men of the place, and made 
a a  feast.
23 And it came to pass in the eve-

ning, that he took Leah his daugh-
ter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her.
24 And Laban gave unto his daugh-

ter Leah a  Zilpah his maid for an 
handmaid.
25 And it came to pass, that in the 

morning, behold, it was Leah: and 
he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve 
with thee for Rachel? wherefore 
then hast thou beguiled me?
26 And Laban said, It must not 

be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the a  firstborn.
27 Fulfil her week, and we will 

give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet 
seven other years.
28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 

her week: and he gave him Rachel 
his daughter to wife also.
29 And Laban gave to Rachel his 

daughter a  Bilhah his handmaid to 
be her maid.
30 And he went in also unto Ra-

chel, and he a  loved also Rachel 
more than Leah, and b  served with 
him yet seven other years.
31 ¶ And when the LORD saw that 

Leah was hated, he opened her 
womb: but Rachel was a  barren.
32 And a Leah conceived, and bare 

a son, and she called his name b Reu-
ben: for she said, Surely the LORD 
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ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and be-
hold the b  angels of God ascending 
and descending on it.
13 And, behold, the a  LORD stood 

b  above it, and said, I am the c  LORD 
God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the d land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed;
14 And thy seed shall be as the 

dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to  
the east, and to the a north, and to the  
south: and in thee and in thy b  seed 
shall all the c  families of the earth 
be d  blessed.
15 And, behold, a  I am with thee, 

and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will b  bring 
thee again into this c  land; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of.
16 ¶ And Jacob awaked out of 

his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
LORD is in this place; and I knew it  
not.
17 And he was afraid, and said, 

How dreadful is this place! this is 
none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of a  heaven.
18 And Jacob rose up early in the 

morning, and took the stone that 
he had put for his pillows, and set 
it up for a a  pillar, and poured oil 
upon the top of it.
19 And he called the name of that  

place a  Beth-el: but the name of  
that city was called b  Luz at the first.
20 And Jacob vowed a a  vow, say-

ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on,
21 So that I come again to my 

father’s house in peace; then shall 
the a  LORD be my God:
22 And this stone, which I have 

set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the a tenth unto thee.

CHAPTER 29
Jacob meets Rachel at the well—He 
serves Laban seven years for her—
Laban gives to Jacob first Leah then 
Rachel in marriage—Jacob serves an-
other seven years—Leah bears Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah.
THEN Jacob went on his journey, 
and came into the land of the peo-
ple of the east.
2 And he looked, and behold a 

well in the field, and, lo, there were 
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for 
out of that well they watered the 
flocks: and a great stone was upon 
the well’s mouth.
3 And thither were all the flocks 

gathered: and they rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and wa-
tered the sheep, and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in his  
place.
4 And Jacob said unto them, My 

brethren, whence be ye? And they 
said, Of a  Haran are we.
5 And he said unto them, Know 

ye a  Laban the son of Nahor? And 
they said, We know him.
6 And he said unto them, Is he 

well? And they said, He is well: 
and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep.
7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high 

day, neither is it time that the cat-
tle should be gathered together: 
water ye the sheep, and go and feed  
them.
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8 And they said, We cannot, until 
all a the flocks be gathered together, 
and till they roll the stone from 
the well’s mouth; then we water 
the sheep.
9 ¶ And while he yet spake with 

them, Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep: for she kept them.
10 And it came to pass, when Jacob 

saw Rachel the daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother’s brother, that 
Jacob went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and 
a  watered the flock of Laban his 
mother’s brother.
11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and 

lifted up his voice, and wept.
12 And Jacob told Rachel that he 

was her father’s brother, and that 
he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran 
and told her father.
13 And it came to pass, when La-

ban heard the tidings of Jacob his 
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him,  
and embraced him, and kissed  
him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things.
14 And Laban said to him, Surely 

thou art my bone and my a  flesh. 
And he abode with him the space 
of a month.
15 ¶ And Laban said unto Ja-

cob, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me 
for nought? tell me, what shall thy 
wages be?
16 And Laban had two daughters: 

the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah was tender eyed; but Ra-

chel was a  beautiful and well b  fa-
voured.
18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and 

said, I will a  serve thee seven years 
for Rachel thy younger daughter.
19 And Laban said, It is better 

that I give her to thee, than that 

I should give her to another man: 
abide with me.
20 And Jacob served seven years 

for a  Rachel; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the b  love he 
had to her.
21 ¶ And Jacob said unto Laban, 

Give me my wife, for my days are 
fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.
22 And Laban gathered together 

all the men of the place, and made 
a a  feast.
23 And it came to pass in the eve-

ning, that he took Leah his daugh-
ter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her.
24 And Laban gave unto his daugh-

ter Leah a  Zilpah his maid for an 
handmaid.
25 And it came to pass, that in the 

morning, behold, it was Leah: and 
he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve 
with thee for Rachel? wherefore 
then hast thou beguiled me?
26 And Laban said, It must not 

be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the a  firstborn.
27 Fulfil her week, and we will 

give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet 
seven other years.
28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 

her week: and he gave him Rachel 
his daughter to wife also.
29 And Laban gave to Rachel his 

daughter a  Bilhah his handmaid to 
be her maid.
30 And he went in also unto Ra-

chel, and he a  loved also Rachel 
more than Leah, and b  served with 
him yet seven other years.
31 ¶ And when the LORD saw that 

Leah was hated, he opened her 
womb: but Rachel was a  barren.
32 And a Leah conceived, and bare 

a son, and she called his name b Reu-
ben: for she said, Surely the LORD 
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ladder set up on the earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven: and be-
hold the b  angels of God ascending 
and descending on it.
13 And, behold, the a  LORD stood 

b  above it, and said, I am the c  LORD 
God of Abraham thy father, and 
the God of Isaac: the d land whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed;
14 And thy seed shall be as the 

dust of the earth, and thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to  
the east, and to the a north, and to the  
south: and in thee and in thy b  seed 
shall all the c  families of the earth 
be d  blessed.
15 And, behold, a  I am with thee, 

and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will b  bring 
thee again into this c  land; for I will 
not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of.
16 ¶ And Jacob awaked out of 

his sleep, and he said, Surely the 
LORD is in this place; and I knew it  
not.
17 And he was afraid, and said, 

How dreadful is this place! this is 
none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of a  heaven.
18 And Jacob rose up early in the 

morning, and took the stone that 
he had put for his pillows, and set 
it up for a a  pillar, and poured oil 
upon the top of it.
19 And he called the name of that  

place a  Beth-el: but the name of  
that city was called b  Luz at the first.
20 And Jacob vowed a a  vow, say-

ing, If God will be with me, and 
will keep me in this way that I go, 
and will give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on,
21 So that I come again to my 

father’s house in peace; then shall 
the a  LORD be my God:
22 And this stone, which I have 

set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: 
and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the a tenth unto thee.
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Rachel in marriage—Jacob serves an-
other seven years—Leah bears Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, and Judah.
THEN Jacob went on his journey, 
and came into the land of the peo-
ple of the east.
2 And he looked, and behold a 

well in the field, and, lo, there were 
three flocks of sheep lying by it; for 
out of that well they watered the 
flocks: and a great stone was upon 
the well’s mouth.
3 And thither were all the flocks 

gathered: and they rolled the stone 
from the well’s mouth, and wa-
tered the sheep, and put the stone 
again upon the well’s mouth in his  
place.
4 And Jacob said unto them, My 

brethren, whence be ye? And they 
said, Of a  Haran are we.
5 And he said unto them, Know 

ye a  Laban the son of Nahor? And 
they said, We know him.
6 And he said unto them, Is he 

well? And they said, He is well: 
and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep.
7 And he said, Lo, it is yet high 

day, neither is it time that the cat-
tle should be gathered together: 
water ye the sheep, and go and feed  
them.

 12 b TG Angels.
 13 a Hosea 12:4 (3–5).
  b OR beside him.
  c TG Jesus Christ, Jehovah.
  d TG Promised Lands.
 14 a TG Israel, Ten Lost 

Tribes of.
  b TG Priesthood,  

History of;  
Seed of Abraham.

  c TG Abrahamic 

Covenant.
  d TG Israel, Blessings of;  

Israel, Mission of.
 15 a Gen. 26:24; 46:4.
  b TG Israel, Bondage of,  

in Egypt.
  c TG Israel, Land of.
 17 a TG Heaven.
 18 a Gen. 31:13 (13, 45);  

35:14.
 19 a IE House of God. 

   Gen. 12:8 (7–8);  
Josh. 16:2 (1–2);  
2 Kgs. 2:2;  
Abr. 2:20.

  b Gen. 35:6; 48:3.
 20 a TG Vow.
 21 a Gen. 31:13;  

Deut. 26:17 (16–19).
 22 a TG Tithing.
29 4 a Gen. 27:43.
 5 a Gen. 24:29.

44GENESIS 29:8–32

8 And they said, We cannot, until 
all a the flocks be gathered together, 
and till they roll the stone from 
the well’s mouth; then we water 
the sheep.
9 ¶ And while he yet spake with 

them, Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep: for she kept them.
10 And it came to pass, when Jacob 

saw Rachel the daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother’s brother, that 
Jacob went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and 
a  watered the flock of Laban his 
mother’s brother.
11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and 

lifted up his voice, and wept.
12 And Jacob told Rachel that he 

was her father’s brother, and that 
he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran 
and told her father.
13 And it came to pass, when La-

ban heard the tidings of Jacob his 
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him,  
and embraced him, and kissed  
him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things.
14 And Laban said to him, Surely 

thou art my bone and my a  flesh. 
And he abode with him the space 
of a month.
15 ¶ And Laban said unto Ja-

cob, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me 
for nought? tell me, what shall thy 
wages be?
16 And Laban had two daughters: 

the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah was tender eyed; but Ra-

chel was a  beautiful and well b  fa-
voured.
18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and 

said, I will a  serve thee seven years 
for Rachel thy younger daughter.
19 And Laban said, It is better 

that I give her to thee, than that 

I should give her to another man: 
abide with me.
20 And Jacob served seven years 

for a  Rachel; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the b  love he 
had to her.
21 ¶ And Jacob said unto Laban, 

Give me my wife, for my days are 
fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.
22 And Laban gathered together 

all the men of the place, and made 
a a  feast.
23 And it came to pass in the eve-

ning, that he took Leah his daugh-
ter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her.
24 And Laban gave unto his daugh-

ter Leah a  Zilpah his maid for an 
handmaid.
25 And it came to pass, that in the 

morning, behold, it was Leah: and 
he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve 
with thee for Rachel? wherefore 
then hast thou beguiled me?
26 And Laban said, It must not 

be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the a  firstborn.
27 Fulfil her week, and we will 

give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet 
seven other years.
28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 

her week: and he gave him Rachel 
his daughter to wife also.
29 And Laban gave to Rachel his 

daughter a  Bilhah his handmaid to 
be her maid.
30 And he went in also unto Ra-

chel, and he a  loved also Rachel 
more than Leah, and b  served with 
him yet seven other years.
31 ¶ And when the LORD saw that 

Leah was hated, he opened her 
womb: but Rachel was a  barren.
32 And a Leah conceived, and bare 

a son, and she called his name b Reu-
ben: for she said, Surely the LORD 

 8 a Samaritan and 
Septuagint: the 
shepherds.

 10 a Gen. 24:13.
 14 a Gen. 2:23.
 17 a TG Beauty.
  b Gen. 39:6.

 18 a Gen. 31:41.
 20 a Hosea 12:12.
  b TG Love.
 22 a Judg. 14:10.
 24 a Gen. 46:18.
 26 a TG Firstborn.
 29 a Gen. 46:25.

 30 a Gen. 30:15.
  b Gen. 30:26.
 31 a TG Barren.
 32 a Gen. 46:15.
  b IE Look, a son.  

Gen. 35:23 (2, 23); 49:3;  
1 Chr. 2:1; 5:1.
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8 And they said, We cannot, until 
all a the flocks be gathered together, 
and till they roll the stone from 
the well’s mouth; then we water 
the sheep.
9 ¶ And while he yet spake with 

them, Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep: for she kept them.
10 And it came to pass, when Jacob 

saw Rachel the daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother’s brother, that 
Jacob went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and 
a  watered the flock of Laban his 
mother’s brother.
11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and 

lifted up his voice, and wept.
12 And Jacob told Rachel that he 

was her father’s brother, and that 
he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran 
and told her father.
13 And it came to pass, when La-

ban heard the tidings of Jacob his 
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him,  
and embraced him, and kissed  
him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things.
14 And Laban said to him, Surely 

thou art my bone and my a  flesh. 
And he abode with him the space 
of a month.
15 ¶ And Laban said unto Ja-

cob, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me 
for nought? tell me, what shall thy 
wages be?
16 And Laban had two daughters: 

the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah was tender eyed; but Ra-

chel was a  beautiful and well b  fa-
voured.
18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and 

said, I will a  serve thee seven years 
for Rachel thy younger daughter.
19 And Laban said, It is better 

that I give her to thee, than that 

I should give her to another man: 
abide with me.
20 And Jacob served seven years 

for a  Rachel; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the b  love he 
had to her.
21 ¶ And Jacob said unto Laban, 

Give me my wife, for my days are 
fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.
22 And Laban gathered together 

all the men of the place, and made 
a a  feast.
23 And it came to pass in the eve-

ning, that he took Leah his daugh-
ter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her.
24 And Laban gave unto his daugh-

ter Leah a  Zilpah his maid for an 
handmaid.
25 And it came to pass, that in the 

morning, behold, it was Leah: and 
he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve 
with thee for Rachel? wherefore 
then hast thou beguiled me?
26 And Laban said, It must not 

be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the a  firstborn.
27 Fulfil her week, and we will 

give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet 
seven other years.
28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 

her week: and he gave him Rachel 
his daughter to wife also.
29 And Laban gave to Rachel his 

daughter a  Bilhah his handmaid to 
be her maid.
30 And he went in also unto Ra-

chel, and he a  loved also Rachel 
more than Leah, and b  served with 
him yet seven other years.
31 ¶ And when the LORD saw that 

Leah was hated, he opened her 
womb: but Rachel was a  barren.
32 And a Leah conceived, and bare 

a son, and she called his name b Reu-
ben: for she said, Surely the LORD 

 8 a Samaritan and 
Septuagint: the 
shepherds.

 10 a Gen. 24:13.
 14 a Gen. 2:23.
 17 a TG Beauty.
  b Gen. 39:6.

 18 a Gen. 31:41.
 20 a Hosea 12:12.
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 22 a Judg. 14:10.
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Gen. 35:23 (2, 23); 49:3;  
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  
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8 And they said, We cannot, until 
all a the flocks be gathered together, 
and till they roll the stone from 
the well’s mouth; then we water 
the sheep.
9 ¶ And while he yet spake with 

them, Rachel came with her father’s 
sheep: for she kept them.
10 And it came to pass, when Jacob 

saw Rachel the daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother’s brother, that 
Jacob went near, and rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and 
a  watered the flock of Laban his 
mother’s brother.
11 And Jacob kissed Rachel, and 

lifted up his voice, and wept.
12 And Jacob told Rachel that he 

was her father’s brother, and that 
he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran 
and told her father.
13 And it came to pass, when La-

ban heard the tidings of Jacob his 
sister’s son, that he ran to meet him,  
and embraced him, and kissed  
him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things.
14 And Laban said to him, Surely 

thou art my bone and my a  flesh. 
And he abode with him the space 
of a month.
15 ¶ And Laban said unto Ja-

cob, Because thou art my brother, 
shouldest thou therefore serve me 
for nought? tell me, what shall thy 
wages be?
16 And Laban had two daughters: 

the name of the elder was Leah, and 
the name of the younger was Rachel.
17 Leah was tender eyed; but Ra-

chel was a  beautiful and well b  fa-
voured.
18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and 

said, I will a  serve thee seven years 
for Rachel thy younger daughter.
19 And Laban said, It is better 

that I give her to thee, than that 

I should give her to another man: 
abide with me.
20 And Jacob served seven years 

for a  Rachel; and they seemed unto 
him but a few days, for the b  love he 
had to her.
21 ¶ And Jacob said unto Laban, 

Give me my wife, for my days are 
fulfilled, that I may go in unto her.
22 And Laban gathered together 

all the men of the place, and made 
a a  feast.
23 And it came to pass in the eve-

ning, that he took Leah his daugh-
ter, and brought her to him; and he 
went in unto her.
24 And Laban gave unto his daugh-

ter Leah a  Zilpah his maid for an 
handmaid.
25 And it came to pass, that in the 

morning, behold, it was Leah: and 
he said to Laban, What is this thou 
hast done unto me? did not I serve 
with thee for Rachel? wherefore 
then hast thou beguiled me?
26 And Laban said, It must not 

be so done in our country, to give 
the younger before the a  firstborn.
27 Fulfil her week, and we will 

give thee this also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet 
seven other years.
28 And Jacob did so, and fulfilled 

her week: and he gave him Rachel 
his daughter to wife also.
29 And Laban gave to Rachel his 

daughter a  Bilhah his handmaid to 
be her maid.
30 And he went in also unto Ra-

chel, and he a  loved also Rachel 
more than Leah, and b  served with 
him yet seven other years.
31 ¶ And when the LORD saw that 

Leah was hated, he opened her 
womb: but Rachel was a  barren.
32 And a Leah conceived, and bare 

a son, and she called his name b Reu-
ben: for she said, Surely the LORD 

 8 a Samaritan and 
Septuagint: the 
shepherds.

 10 a Gen. 24:13.
 14 a Gen. 2:23.
 17 a TG Beauty.
  b Gen. 39:6.

 18 a Gen. 31:41.
 20 a Hosea 12:12.
  b TG Love.
 22 a Judg. 14:10.
 24 a Gen. 46:18.
 26 a TG Firstborn.
 29 a Gen. 46:25.
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  b Gen. 30:26.
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 32 a Gen. 46:15.
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Gen. 35:23 (2, 23); 49:3;  
1 Chr. 2:1; 5:1.
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  
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  b IE Hearing.  
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 35 a Gen. 49:8; 1 Ne. 18:16;  

Mosiah 2:20 (20–21);  
D&C 136:28.

  b IE Praise.  
TG Israel, Judah, 
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vindicated.  
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God have I wrestled 
with my sister.

  b IE My wrestling.  
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  

 33 a Deut. 21:15.
  b IE Hearing.  

Gen. 49:5.
 34 a IE Joined, or Pledged. 

Num. 18:2 (2–4).
 35 a Gen. 49:8; 1 Ne. 18:16;  

Mosiah 2:20 (20–21);  
D&C 136:28.

  b IE Praise.  
TG Israel, Judah, 
People of.

30 1 a Gen. 16:5 (4–16);  
1 Sam. 1:6 (1–20). 

   TG Envy.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 5:7.
 3 a HEB be built up by her 

(Gen. 16:2).
 4 a D&C 132:37.
 5 a Gen. 46:25.
 6 a IE He has judged, or 

vindicated.  
Gen. 49:16 (16–18);  
1 Chr. 2:2.

 8 a HEB The wrestlings of 
God have I wrestled 
with my sister.

  b IE My wrestling.  
Gen. 49:21; 2 Ne. 19:1.

 11 a Gen. 49:19.
  b IE Good fortune (word-

play on the Hebrew 
words gedud, “troop,” 
and gad, “fortune”).

 12 a Gen. 46:18.
 13 a TG Blessing.
  b IE Happy, Blessed.  

Gen. 49:20.
 14 a TG Superstitions.
 15 a Gen. 29:30.
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  

 33 a Deut. 21:15.
  b IE Hearing.  

Gen. 49:5.
 34 a IE Joined, or Pledged. 

Num. 18:2 (2–4).
 35 a Gen. 49:8; 1 Ne. 18:16;  

Mosiah 2:20 (20–21);  
D&C 136:28.

  b IE Praise.  
TG Israel, Judah, 
People of.

30 1 a Gen. 16:5 (4–16);  
1 Sam. 1:6 (1–20). 

   TG Envy.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 5:7.
 3 a HEB be built up by her 

(Gen. 16:2).
 4 a D&C 132:37.
 5 a Gen. 46:25.
 6 a IE He has judged, or 

vindicated.  
Gen. 49:16 (16–18);  
1 Chr. 2:2.

 8 a HEB The wrestlings of 
God have I wrestled 
with my sister.

  b IE My wrestling.  
Gen. 49:21; 2 Ne. 19:1.

 11 a Gen. 49:19.
  b IE Good fortune (word-

play on the Hebrew 
words gedud, “troop,” 
and gad, “fortune”).

 12 a Gen. 46:18.
 13 a TG Blessing.
  b IE Happy, Blessed.  

Gen. 49:20.
 14 a TG Superstitions.
 15 a Gen. 29:30.
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.

Old Testament Institute Manual 

Though Laban demanded another 
seven years for Rachel’s hand, he 
allowed Jacob to marry her once the 
seven days of wedding feasts for Leah 
we re !n i s h e d a n d to f u l! l l h i s 
indebtedness after the marriage. The 
gift of the handmaidens to each 
daughter made the servants the direct 
property of each wife, not of Jacob. 
Thus, later, when the handmaids had 
children, the children were viewed 
legally as the children of Rachel and 
Leah.
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  

 33 a Deut. 21:15.
  b IE Hearing.  

Gen. 49:5.
 34 a IE Joined, or Pledged. 

Num. 18:2 (2–4).
 35 a Gen. 49:8; 1 Ne. 18:16;  

Mosiah 2:20 (20–21);  
D&C 136:28.

  b IE Praise.  
TG Israel, Judah, 
People of.

30 1 a Gen. 16:5 (4–16);  
1 Sam. 1:6 (1–20). 

   TG Envy.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 5:7.
 3 a HEB be built up by her 

(Gen. 16:2).
 4 a D&C 132:37.
 5 a Gen. 46:25.
 6 a IE He has judged, or 

vindicated.  
Gen. 49:16 (16–18);  
1 Chr. 2:2.

 8 a HEB The wrestlings of 
God have I wrestled 
with my sister.

  b IE My wrestling.  
Gen. 49:21; 2 Ne. 19:1.

 11 a Gen. 49:19.
  b IE Good fortune (word-

play on the Hebrew 
words gedud, “troop,” 
and gad, “fortune”).

 12 a Gen. 46:18.
 13 a TG Blessing.
  b IE Happy, Blessed.  

Gen. 49:20.
 14 a TG Superstitions.
 15 a Gen. 29:30.
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  

 33 a Deut. 21:15.
  b IE Hearing.  

Gen. 49:5.
 34 a IE Joined, or Pledged. 

Num. 18:2 (2–4).
 35 a Gen. 49:8; 1 Ne. 18:16;  

Mosiah 2:20 (20–21);  
D&C 136:28.

  b IE Praise.  
TG Israel, Judah, 
People of.

30 1 a Gen. 16:5 (4–16);  
1 Sam. 1:6 (1–20). 

   TG Envy.
 2 a 2 Kgs. 5:7.
 3 a HEB be built up by her 

(Gen. 16:2).
 4 a D&C 132:37.
 5 a Gen. 46:25.
 6 a IE He has judged, or 

vindicated.  
Gen. 49:16 (16–18);  
1 Chr. 2:2.

 8 a HEB The wrestlings of 
God have I wrestled 
with my sister.

  b IE My wrestling.  
Gen. 49:21; 2 Ne. 19:1.

 11 a Gen. 49:19.
  b IE Good fortune (word-

play on the Hebrew 
words gedud, “troop,” 
and gad, “fortune”).

 12 a Gen. 46:18.
 13 a TG Blessing.
  b IE Happy, Blessed.  

Gen. 49:20.
 14 a TG Superstitions.
 15 a Gen. 29:30.
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).
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  b The Hebrew zevul 
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hath looked upon my affliction;  
now therefore my husband will 
love me.
33 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Because the 
LORD hath heard that I was a  hated, 
he hath therefore given me this 
son also: and she called his name 
b  Simeon.
34 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son; and said, Now this time 
will my husband be joined unto 
me, because I have born him three 
sons: therefore was his name called  
a  Levi.
35 And she conceived again, and 

bare a son: and she said, Now will 
I a  praise the LORD: therefore she 
called his name b  Judah; and left 
bearing.

CHAPTER 30
Jacob marries Bilhah, and she bears 
Dan and Naphtali—He marries Zil-
pah, and she bears Gad and Asher—
Leah bears Issachar and Zebulun and 
a daughter, Dinah—Then Rachel con-
ceives and bears Joseph—Jacob works 
for Laban for wages of cattle and sheep.
AND when Rachel saw that she bare 
Jacob no children, Rachel a  envied 
her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give 
me children, or else I die.
2 And Jacob’s anger was kindled 

against Rachel: and he said, Am I 
in a  God’s stead, who hath withheld 
from thee the fruit of the womb?
3 And she said, Behold my maid 

Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall 
bear upon my knees, that I may also 
a  have children by her.
4 And she gave him a  Bilhah her 

handmaid to wife: and Jacob went 
in unto her.
5 And a Bilhah conceived, and bare 

Jacob a son.
6 And Rachel said, God hath 

judged me, and hath also heard 
my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name a Dan.
7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid con-

ceived again, and bare Jacob a sec-
ond son.
8 And Rachel said, a  With great 

wrestlings have I wrestled with my 
sister, and I have prevailed: and she 
called his name b  Naphtali.
9 When Leah saw that she had left 

bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, 
and gave her Jacob to wife.
10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a son.
11 And Leah said, A a troop cometh: 

and she called his name b  Gad.
12 And a  Zilpah Leah’s maid bare 

Jacob a second son.
13 And Leah said, Happy am I, for 

the daughters will call me a blessed: 
and she called his name b  Asher.
14 ¶ And Reuben went in the days 

of wheat harvest, and found a  man-
drakes in the field, and brought 
them unto his mother Leah. Then 
Rachel said to Leah, Give me, I pray 
thee, of thy son’s mandrakes.
15 And she said unto her, Is it a 

small matter that thou hast a  taken 
my husband? and wouldest thou 
take away my son’s mandrakes also? 
And Rachel said, Therefore he shall 
lie with thee to night for thy son’s 
mandrakes.
16 And Jacob came out of the field 

in the evening, and Leah went out to 
meet him, and said, Thou must come  
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.

Joseph 

“Joseph” relates both to the 
Hebrew root  yasaph, “to add,” and 
to  asaph,  meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” The context 
plays upon all of these meanings.
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in unto me; for surely I have hired 
thee with my son’s mandrakes. And 
he lay with her that night.
17 And God hearkened unto Leah, 

and she conceived, and bare Jacob 
the fifth son.
18 And Leah said, God hath given 

me my a  hire, because I have given 
my maiden to my husband: and she 
called his name b  Issachar.
19 And Leah conceived again, and 

bare Jacob the sixth son.
20 And Leah said, God hath en-

dued me with a good dowry; now 
will my husband a  dwell with me, 
because I have born him six sons: 
and she called his name b  Zebulun.
21 And afterwards she bare a daugh-

ter, and called her name Dinah.
22 ¶ And God a  remembered Ra-

chel, and God hearkened to her, 
and opened her womb.
23 And she conceived, and bare a 

son; and said, God hath taken away 
my a  reproach:
24 And she called his name a Joseph;  

and said, The LORD shall add to me 
another son.
25 ¶ And it came to pass, when 

Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob 
said unto Laban, Send me away, that 
I may go unto mine own place, and 
to my country.
26 Give me my wives and my chil-

dren, for whom I have a served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my 
service which I have done thee.
27 And Laban said unto him, I 

pray thee, if I have found favour in 
thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned 
by experience that the LORD hath 
a  blessed me for thy b  sake.
28 And he said, Appoint me thy 

wages, and I will give it.

29 And he said unto him, Thou 
knowest how I have served thee, and  
how thy cattle was with me.
30 For it was little which thou 

hadst before I came, and it is now 
increased unto a multitude; and 
the LORD hath blessed thee since 
my coming: and now when shall I 
provide for mine own house also?
31 And he said, What shall I give 

thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt 
not give me any thing: if thou wilt 
do this thing for me, I will again 
feed and keep thy flock:
32 I will pass through all thy flock 

to day, removing from thence all 
the speckled and spotted a  cattle, 
and all the brown cattle among the 
sheep, and the spotted and speckled 
among the goats: and of such shall 
be my hire.
33 So shall my a  righteousness an-

swer for me in time to come, when 
it shall come for my hire before thy 
face: every one that is not speckled 
and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall 
be counted stolen with me.
34 And Laban said, Behold, I 

would it might be according to thy  
word.
35 And he removed that day the 

he goats that were ringstraked and 
spotted, and all the she goats that 
were speckled and spotted, and ev-
ery one that had some white in it, 
and all the brown among the sheep, 
and gave them into the hand of  
his sons.
36 And he set three days’ journey 

betwixt himself and Jacob: and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.
37 ¶ And Jacob took him rods of 

green poplar, and of the a  hazel and 

 18 a OR recompense.
  b IE (perhaps) There is a 

recompense.  
Gen. 49:14 (14–15).

 20 a OR honor me, exalt me.
  b The Hebrew zevul 

means “exalted abode”; 
see in Isa. 63:15.  
Gen. 49:13;  
2 Ne. 19:1.

 22 a Gen. 21:1 (1–3);  
1 Sam. 1:19 (19–20).

 23 a TG Barren;  
Reproach.

 24 a “Joseph” relates both to 
the Hebrew root yasaph, 
“to add,” and to asaph, 
meaning both “to take 
away” and “to gather.” 
The context plays upon 
all of these meanings. 
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

 26 a Gen. 29:30 (20, 30).

 27 a TG Blessing.
  b Gen. 39:5 (3–5).
 32 a HEB sheep. “Cattle” is 

older English for “flock” 
or “herd” as part of one’s 
property, or “stock.”  
Enos 1:21;  
Ether 9:18;  
Abr. 5:21.

 33 a D&C 59:23.
 37 a OR almond.
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chestnut tree; and b  pilled white 
strakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods.
38 And he set the rods which he 

had pilled before the flocks in the 
gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that 
they should conceive when they 
came to drink.
39 And the flocks conceived before 

the a  rods, and brought forth cattle 
ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.
40 And Jacob did separate the 

lambs, and set the faces of the 
flocks toward the ringstraked, and 
all the brown in the flock of La-
ban; and he put his own flocks by 
themselves, and put them not unto 
Laban’s cattle.
41 And it came to pass, whensoever 

the stronger cattle did conceive, that 
Jacob laid the rods before the eyes 
of the cattle in the gutters, that they 
might conceive among the rods.
42 But when the cattle were fee-

ble, he put them not in: so the fee-
bler were Laban’s, and the stronger 
Jacob’s.
43 And the man a  increased ex-

ceedingly, and had much cattle, and 
maidservants, and menservants, 
and camels, and asses.

CHAPTER 31
The Lord commands Jacob to return to 
Canaan, and Jacob departs secretly—
Laban pursues him; they resolve their 
differences and make a covenant of 
peace—Laban blesses his descendants, 
and he and Jacob part company.
AND he heard the words of Laban’s 
sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away 
all that was our father’s; and of that 
which was our father’s hath he got-
ten all this a  glory.
2 And Jacob beheld the counte-

nance of Laban, and, behold, it was 
not toward him as before.

3 And the LORD said unto Jacob, 
a Return unto the land of thy fathers, 
and to thy kindred; and b  I will be 
with thee.
4 And a  Jacob sent and called Ra-

chel and Leah to the field unto his 
flock,
5 And said unto them, I see your 

father’s countenance, that it is not 
toward me as before; but the God 
of my father hath been with me.
6 And ye know that with all my 

power I have served your father.
7 And your father hath deceived 

me, and changed my wages ten 
times; but God suffered him not 
to hurt me.
8 If he said thus, The speckled shall 

be thy wages; then all the cattle 
bare speckled: and if he said thus, 
The ringstraked shall be thy hire; 
then bare all the cattle ringstraked.
9 Thus God hath taken away the 

cattle of your father, and given 
them to me.
10 And it came to pass at the time 

that the a  cattle conceived, that I 
lifted up mine eyes, and saw in 
a dream, and, behold, the rams 
which leaped upon the cattle were 
ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.
11 And the a  angel of God spake 

unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: 
And I said, Here am I.
12 And he said, Lift up now thine 

eyes, and see, all the rams which 
leap upon the a cattle are ringstraked, 
speckled, and grisled: for I have 
seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.
13 I am the a  God of Beth-el, where 

thou anointedst the b  pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a c  vow unto 
me: now arise, get thee out from 
this land, and return unto the land 
of thy kindred.
14 And Rachel and Leah answered 

and said unto him, Is there yet any 
portion or a  inheritance for us in 
our father’s house?

 37 b HEB peeled.
 39 a TG Superstitions.
 43 a Gen. 24:35 (34–35);  

26:13 (12–15).
31 1 a OR wealth.

 3 a Gen. 32:9.
  b Gen. 26:24.
 4 a TG Marriage, Husbands.
 10 a HEB flock.
 11 a TG Angels.

 12 a HEB flock.
 13 a Gen. 28:21 (16–22).
  b Gen. 28:18.
  c TG Vow.
 14 a TG Inheritance.
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chestnut tree; and b  pilled white 
strakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods.
38 And he set the rods which he 

had pilled before the flocks in the 
gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that 
they should conceive when they 
came to drink.
39 And the flocks conceived before 

the a  rods, and brought forth cattle 
ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.
40 And Jacob did separate the 

lambs, and set the faces of the 
flocks toward the ringstraked, and 
all the brown in the flock of La-
ban; and he put his own flocks by 
themselves, and put them not unto 
Laban’s cattle.
41 And it came to pass, whensoever 

the stronger cattle did conceive, that 
Jacob laid the rods before the eyes 
of the cattle in the gutters, that they 
might conceive among the rods.
42 But when the cattle were fee-

ble, he put them not in: so the fee-
bler were Laban’s, and the stronger 
Jacob’s.
43 And the man a  increased ex-

ceedingly, and had much cattle, and 
maidservants, and menservants, 
and camels, and asses.

CHAPTER 31
The Lord commands Jacob to return to 
Canaan, and Jacob departs secretly—
Laban pursues him; they resolve their 
differences and make a covenant of 
peace—Laban blesses his descendants, 
and he and Jacob part company.
AND he heard the words of Laban’s 
sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away 
all that was our father’s; and of that 
which was our father’s hath he got-
ten all this a  glory.
2 And Jacob beheld the counte-

nance of Laban, and, behold, it was 
not toward him as before.

3 And the LORD said unto Jacob, 
a Return unto the land of thy fathers, 
and to thy kindred; and b  I will be 
with thee.
4 And a  Jacob sent and called Ra-

chel and Leah to the field unto his 
flock,
5 And said unto them, I see your 

father’s countenance, that it is not 
toward me as before; but the God 
of my father hath been with me.
6 And ye know that with all my 

power I have served your father.
7 And your father hath deceived 

me, and changed my wages ten 
times; but God suffered him not 
to hurt me.
8 If he said thus, The speckled shall 

be thy wages; then all the cattle 
bare speckled: and if he said thus, 
The ringstraked shall be thy hire; 
then bare all the cattle ringstraked.
9 Thus God hath taken away the 

cattle of your father, and given 
them to me.
10 And it came to pass at the time 

that the a  cattle conceived, that I 
lifted up mine eyes, and saw in 
a dream, and, behold, the rams 
which leaped upon the cattle were 
ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.
11 And the a  angel of God spake 

unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: 
And I said, Here am I.
12 And he said, Lift up now thine 

eyes, and see, all the rams which 
leap upon the a cattle are ringstraked, 
speckled, and grisled: for I have 
seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.
13 I am the a  God of Beth-el, where 

thou anointedst the b  pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a c  vow unto 
me: now arise, get thee out from 
this land, and return unto the land 
of thy kindred.
14 And Rachel and Leah answered 

and said unto him, Is there yet any 
portion or a  inheritance for us in 
our father’s house?

 37 b HEB peeled.
 39 a TG Superstitions.
 43 a Gen. 24:35 (34–35);  

26:13 (12–15).
31 1 a OR wealth.

 3 a Gen. 32:9.
  b Gen. 26:24.
 4 a TG Marriage, Husbands.
 10 a HEB flock.
 11 a TG Angels.

 12 a HEB flock.
 13 a Gen. 28:21 (16–22).
  b Gen. 28:18.
  c TG Vow.
 14 a TG Inheritance.
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chestnut tree; and b  pilled white 
strakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods.
38 And he set the rods which he 

had pilled before the flocks in the 
gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that 
they should conceive when they 
came to drink.
39 And the flocks conceived before 

the a  rods, and brought forth cattle 
ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.
40 And Jacob did separate the 

lambs, and set the faces of the 
flocks toward the ringstraked, and 
all the brown in the flock of La-
ban; and he put his own flocks by 
themselves, and put them not unto 
Laban’s cattle.
41 And it came to pass, whensoever 

the stronger cattle did conceive, that 
Jacob laid the rods before the eyes 
of the cattle in the gutters, that they 
might conceive among the rods.
42 But when the cattle were fee-

ble, he put them not in: so the fee-
bler were Laban’s, and the stronger 
Jacob’s.
43 And the man a  increased ex-

ceedingly, and had much cattle, and 
maidservants, and menservants, 
and camels, and asses.

CHAPTER 31
The Lord commands Jacob to return to 
Canaan, and Jacob departs secretly—
Laban pursues him; they resolve their 
differences and make a covenant of 
peace—Laban blesses his descendants, 
and he and Jacob part company.
AND he heard the words of Laban’s 
sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away 
all that was our father’s; and of that 
which was our father’s hath he got-
ten all this a  glory.
2 And Jacob beheld the counte-

nance of Laban, and, behold, it was 
not toward him as before.

3 And the LORD said unto Jacob, 
a Return unto the land of thy fathers, 
and to thy kindred; and b  I will be 
with thee.
4 And a  Jacob sent and called Ra-

chel and Leah to the field unto his 
flock,
5 And said unto them, I see your 

father’s countenance, that it is not 
toward me as before; but the God 
of my father hath been with me.
6 And ye know that with all my 

power I have served your father.
7 And your father hath deceived 

me, and changed my wages ten 
times; but God suffered him not 
to hurt me.
8 If he said thus, The speckled shall 

be thy wages; then all the cattle 
bare speckled: and if he said thus, 
The ringstraked shall be thy hire; 
then bare all the cattle ringstraked.
9 Thus God hath taken away the 

cattle of your father, and given 
them to me.
10 And it came to pass at the time 

that the a  cattle conceived, that I 
lifted up mine eyes, and saw in 
a dream, and, behold, the rams 
which leaped upon the cattle were 
ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.
11 And the a  angel of God spake 

unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: 
And I said, Here am I.
12 And he said, Lift up now thine 

eyes, and see, all the rams which 
leap upon the a cattle are ringstraked, 
speckled, and grisled: for I have 
seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.
13 I am the a  God of Beth-el, where 

thou anointedst the b  pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a c  vow unto 
me: now arise, get thee out from 
this land, and return unto the land 
of thy kindred.
14 And Rachel and Leah answered 

and said unto him, Is there yet any 
portion or a  inheritance for us in 
our father’s house?

 37 b HEB peeled.
 39 a TG Superstitions.
 43 a Gen. 24:35 (34–35);  

26:13 (12–15).
31 1 a OR wealth.

 3 a Gen. 32:9.
  b Gen. 26:24.
 4 a TG Marriage, Husbands.
 10 a HEB flock.
 11 a TG Angels.

 12 a HEB flock.
 13 a Gen. 28:21 (16–22).
  b Gen. 28:18.
  c TG Vow.
 14 a TG Inheritance.
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15 Are we not counted of him 
strangers? for he hath sold us, and 
hath quite devoured also our money.
16 For all the riches which God 

hath taken from our father, that is 
ours, and our children’s: now then, 
whatsoever God hath said unto 
thee, do.
17 ¶ Then Jacob rose up, and set 

his sons and his wives upon camels;
18 And he carried away all his 

cattle, and all his goods which he 
had gotten, the cattle of his getting, 
which he had gotten in Padan-aram, 
for to go to Isaac his father in the 
land of Canaan.
19 And Laban went to shear his 

sheep: and Rachel had stolen the 
a  images that were her father’s.
20 And Jacob stole away unawares 

to Laban the a Syrian, in that he told 
him not that he fled.
21 So he fled with all that he had; 

and he rose up, and passed over the 
river, and set his face toward the 
mount Gilead.
22 And it was told Laban on the 

third day that Jacob was fled.
23 And he took his brethren with 

him, and pursued after him seven 
days’ journey; and they overtook 
him in the mount Gilead.
24 And God came to Laban the 

Syrian in a a  dream by night, and 
said unto him, Take heed that thou 
b  speak not to Jacob either good or 
bad.
25 ¶ Then Laban overtook Jacob. 

Now Jacob had pitched his tent 
in the mount: and Laban with his 
brethren pitched in the mount of 
Gilead.
26 And Laban said to Jacob, What 

hast thou done, that thou hast sto-
len away unawares to me, and car-
ried away my daughters, as captives 
taken with the sword?
27 Wherefore didst thou flee away 

secretly, and steal away from me; 
and didst not tell me, that I might 
have sent thee away with mirth, 
and with songs, with tabret, and 
with a  harp?

28 And hast not suffered me to kiss 
my sons and my daughters? thou 
hast now done foolishly in so doing.
29 It is in the power of my hand 

to do you hurt: but the God of your 
father spake unto me yesternight, 
saying, Take thou heed that thou 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad.
30 And now, though thou wouldest 

needs be gone, because thou sore 
longedst after thy father’s house, yet 
wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?
31 And Jacob answered and said 

to Laban, Because I was afraid: for 
I said, Peradventure thou wouldest 
take by force thy daughters from me.
32 With whomsoever thou findest 

thy gods, let him not live: before 
our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee. 
For Jacob knew not that Rachel had 
stolen them.
33 And Laban went into Jacob’s 

tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into 
the two maidservants’ tents; but 
he found them not. Then went he 
out of Leah’s tent, and entered into 
Rachel’s tent.
34 Now Rachel had taken the im-

ages, and put them in the camel’s 
furniture, and sat upon them. And 
Laban searched all the tent, but 
found them not.
35 And she said to her father, Let 

it not displease my lord that I can-
not rise up before thee; for the cus-
tom of women is upon me. And he 
searched, but found not the images.
36 ¶ And Jacob was wroth, and 

chode with Laban: and Jacob an-
swered and said to Laban, What is 
my trespass? what is my sin, that 
thou hast so hotly pursued after me?
37 Whereas thou hast searched all 

my stuff, what hast thou found of 
all thy household stuff? set it here 
before my brethren and thy breth-
ren, that they may judge betwixt 
us both.
38 This twenty years have I been 

with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats 
have not cast their young, and the 
rams of thy flock have I not eaten.

 19 a TG Idolatry.
 20 a HEB Aramean (also v. 24).

 24 a TG Dream.
  b Gen. 24:50.

 27 a Gen. 4:21;  
2 Sam. 6:5.
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chestnut tree; and b  pilled white 
strakes in them, and made the white 
appear which was in the rods.
38 And he set the rods which he 

had pilled before the flocks in the 
gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that 
they should conceive when they 
came to drink.
39 And the flocks conceived before 

the a  rods, and brought forth cattle 
ringstraked, speckled, and spotted.
40 And Jacob did separate the 

lambs, and set the faces of the 
flocks toward the ringstraked, and 
all the brown in the flock of La-
ban; and he put his own flocks by 
themselves, and put them not unto 
Laban’s cattle.
41 And it came to pass, whensoever 

the stronger cattle did conceive, that 
Jacob laid the rods before the eyes 
of the cattle in the gutters, that they 
might conceive among the rods.
42 But when the cattle were fee-

ble, he put them not in: so the fee-
bler were Laban’s, and the stronger 
Jacob’s.
43 And the man a  increased ex-

ceedingly, and had much cattle, and 
maidservants, and menservants, 
and camels, and asses.

CHAPTER 31
The Lord commands Jacob to return to 
Canaan, and Jacob departs secretly—
Laban pursues him; they resolve their 
differences and make a covenant of 
peace—Laban blesses his descendants, 
and he and Jacob part company.
AND he heard the words of Laban’s 
sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away 
all that was our father’s; and of that 
which was our father’s hath he got-
ten all this a  glory.
2 And Jacob beheld the counte-

nance of Laban, and, behold, it was 
not toward him as before.

3 And the LORD said unto Jacob, 
a Return unto the land of thy fathers, 
and to thy kindred; and b  I will be 
with thee.
4 And a  Jacob sent and called Ra-

chel and Leah to the field unto his 
flock,
5 And said unto them, I see your 

father’s countenance, that it is not 
toward me as before; but the God 
of my father hath been with me.
6 And ye know that with all my 

power I have served your father.
7 And your father hath deceived 

me, and changed my wages ten 
times; but God suffered him not 
to hurt me.
8 If he said thus, The speckled shall 

be thy wages; then all the cattle 
bare speckled: and if he said thus, 
The ringstraked shall be thy hire; 
then bare all the cattle ringstraked.
9 Thus God hath taken away the 

cattle of your father, and given 
them to me.
10 And it came to pass at the time 

that the a  cattle conceived, that I 
lifted up mine eyes, and saw in 
a dream, and, behold, the rams 
which leaped upon the cattle were 
ringstraked, speckled, and grisled.
11 And the a  angel of God spake 

unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob: 
And I said, Here am I.
12 And he said, Lift up now thine 

eyes, and see, all the rams which 
leap upon the a cattle are ringstraked, 
speckled, and grisled: for I have 
seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.
13 I am the a  God of Beth-el, where 

thou anointedst the b  pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a c  vow unto 
me: now arise, get thee out from 
this land, and return unto the land 
of thy kindred.
14 And Rachel and Leah answered 

and said unto him, Is there yet any 
portion or a  inheritance for us in 
our father’s house?
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15 Are we not counted of him 
strangers? for he hath sold us, and 
hath quite devoured also our money.
16 For all the riches which God 

hath taken from our father, that is 
ours, and our children’s: now then, 
whatsoever God hath said unto 
thee, do.
17 ¶ Then Jacob rose up, and set 

his sons and his wives upon camels;
18 And he carried away all his 

cattle, and all his goods which he 
had gotten, the cattle of his getting, 
which he had gotten in Padan-aram, 
for to go to Isaac his father in the 
land of Canaan.
19 And Laban went to shear his 

sheep: and Rachel had stolen the 
a  images that were her father’s.
20 And Jacob stole away unawares 

to Laban the a Syrian, in that he told 
him not that he fled.
21 So he fled with all that he had; 

and he rose up, and passed over the 
river, and set his face toward the 
mount Gilead.
22 And it was told Laban on the 

third day that Jacob was fled.
23 And he took his brethren with 

him, and pursued after him seven 
days’ journey; and they overtook 
him in the mount Gilead.
24 And God came to Laban the 

Syrian in a a  dream by night, and 
said unto him, Take heed that thou 
b  speak not to Jacob either good or 
bad.
25 ¶ Then Laban overtook Jacob. 

Now Jacob had pitched his tent 
in the mount: and Laban with his 
brethren pitched in the mount of 
Gilead.
26 And Laban said to Jacob, What 

hast thou done, that thou hast sto-
len away unawares to me, and car-
ried away my daughters, as captives 
taken with the sword?
27 Wherefore didst thou flee away 

secretly, and steal away from me; 
and didst not tell me, that I might 
have sent thee away with mirth, 
and with songs, with tabret, and 
with a  harp?

28 And hast not suffered me to kiss 
my sons and my daughters? thou 
hast now done foolishly in so doing.
29 It is in the power of my hand 

to do you hurt: but the God of your 
father spake unto me yesternight, 
saying, Take thou heed that thou 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad.
30 And now, though thou wouldest 

needs be gone, because thou sore 
longedst after thy father’s house, yet 
wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?
31 And Jacob answered and said 

to Laban, Because I was afraid: for 
I said, Peradventure thou wouldest 
take by force thy daughters from me.
32 With whomsoever thou findest 

thy gods, let him not live: before 
our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee. 
For Jacob knew not that Rachel had 
stolen them.
33 And Laban went into Jacob’s 

tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into 
the two maidservants’ tents; but 
he found them not. Then went he 
out of Leah’s tent, and entered into 
Rachel’s tent.
34 Now Rachel had taken the im-

ages, and put them in the camel’s 
furniture, and sat upon them. And 
Laban searched all the tent, but 
found them not.
35 And she said to her father, Let 

it not displease my lord that I can-
not rise up before thee; for the cus-
tom of women is upon me. And he 
searched, but found not the images.
36 ¶ And Jacob was wroth, and 

chode with Laban: and Jacob an-
swered and said to Laban, What is 
my trespass? what is my sin, that 
thou hast so hotly pursued after me?
37 Whereas thou hast searched all 

my stuff, what hast thou found of 
all thy household stuff? set it here 
before my brethren and thy breth-
ren, that they may judge betwixt 
us both.
38 This twenty years have I been 

with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats 
have not cast their young, and the 
rams of thy flock have I not eaten.
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“It is interesting that both Rachel and Leah agreed that 
Jacob was justi!ed in leaving Laban. They also pointed 
out that they had received nothing from their father, 
because of his covetous nature. One commentator 
explained their bitterness:



Old Testament Institute Manual 

“‘The dowry was an important part of marriage. We meet it !rst in Jacob, who 
worked seven years for Laban to earn a dowry for Rachel (Gen. 29:18). The pay 
for this service belonged to the bride as her dowry, and Rachel and Leah could 
indignantly speak of themselves as having been “sold” by their father, because 
he had withheld from them their dowry (Gen. 31:14, 15). It was the family 
capital; it represented the wife’s security, in case of divorce where the husband 
was at fault. If she were at fault, she forfeited it. She could not alienate it from 
her children. There are indications that the normal dowry was about three years’ 
wages. The dowry thus represented funds provided by the father of the groom, 
or by the groom through work, used to further the economic life of the new 
family. If the father of the bride added to this, it was his privilege, and 
customary, but the basic dowry was from the groom or his family. The dowry was 
thus the father’s blessing on his son’s marriage, or a test of the young man’s 
character in working for it.’ [Rousas John Rushdoony, The Institutes of Biblical 
Law (1973), 176–77]”
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“There is much debate among scholars about what the images 
were that were stolen by Rachel and what they represented. The 
Hebrew word which is sometimes used for small images of false 
gods is teraphim. Some translators render the word as ‘household 
gods.’ … One scholar theorized that these images were somehow 
tied in with the legal rights of inheritance [see D. Guthrie and J. A. 
Motyer, eds., The New Bible Commentary (1970), 104]. If this 
theory is correct, the possessor of the teraphim had the right to 
inherit the father’s property. This circumstance would explain why 
Rachel stole the images, since her father had ‘stolen’ her 
inheritance (see Genesis 31:14–16). It would also explain Laban’s 
extreme agitation over their loss and Jacob’s severe penalty 
o#ered against the guilty party (see Genesis 31:31)” 
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len away unawares to me, and car-
ried away my daughters, as captives 
taken with the sword?
27 Wherefore didst thou flee away 

secretly, and steal away from me; 
and didst not tell me, that I might 
have sent thee away with mirth, 
and with songs, with tabret, and 
with a  harp?

28 And hast not suffered me to kiss 
my sons and my daughters? thou 
hast now done foolishly in so doing.
29 It is in the power of my hand 

to do you hurt: but the God of your 
father spake unto me yesternight, 
saying, Take thou heed that thou 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad.
30 And now, though thou wouldest 

needs be gone, because thou sore 
longedst after thy father’s house, yet 
wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?
31 And Jacob answered and said 

to Laban, Because I was afraid: for 
I said, Peradventure thou wouldest 
take by force thy daughters from me.
32 With whomsoever thou findest 

thy gods, let him not live: before 
our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee. 
For Jacob knew not that Rachel had 
stolen them.
33 And Laban went into Jacob’s 

tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into 
the two maidservants’ tents; but 
he found them not. Then went he 
out of Leah’s tent, and entered into 
Rachel’s tent.
34 Now Rachel had taken the im-

ages, and put them in the camel’s 
furniture, and sat upon them. And 
Laban searched all the tent, but 
found them not.
35 And she said to her father, Let 

it not displease my lord that I can-
not rise up before thee; for the cus-
tom of women is upon me. And he 
searched, but found not the images.
36 ¶ And Jacob was wroth, and 

chode with Laban: and Jacob an-
swered and said to Laban, What is 
my trespass? what is my sin, that 
thou hast so hotly pursued after me?
37 Whereas thou hast searched all 

my stuff, what hast thou found of 
all thy household stuff? set it here 
before my brethren and thy breth-
ren, that they may judge betwixt 
us both.
38 This twenty years have I been 

with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats 
have not cast their young, and the 
rams of thy flock have I not eaten.

 19 a TG Idolatry.
 20 a HEB Aramean (also v. 24).

 24 a TG Dream.
  b Gen. 24:50.

 27 a Gen. 4:21;  
2 Sam. 6:5.



48GENESIS 31:15–38

15 Are we not counted of him 
strangers? for he hath sold us, and 
hath quite devoured also our money.
16 For all the riches which God 

hath taken from our father, that is 
ours, and our children’s: now then, 
whatsoever God hath said unto 
thee, do.
17 ¶ Then Jacob rose up, and set 

his sons and his wives upon camels;
18 And he carried away all his 

cattle, and all his goods which he 
had gotten, the cattle of his getting, 
which he had gotten in Padan-aram, 
for to go to Isaac his father in the 
land of Canaan.
19 And Laban went to shear his 

sheep: and Rachel had stolen the 
a  images that were her father’s.
20 And Jacob stole away unawares 

to Laban the a Syrian, in that he told 
him not that he fled.
21 So he fled with all that he had; 

and he rose up, and passed over the 
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22 And it was told Laban on the 
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brethren pitched in the mount of 
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taken with the sword?
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with a  harp?

28 And hast not suffered me to kiss 
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hast now done foolishly in so doing.
29 It is in the power of my hand 
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saying, Take thou heed that thou 
speak not to Jacob either good or bad.
30 And now, though thou wouldest 

needs be gone, because thou sore 
longedst after thy father’s house, yet 
wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?
31 And Jacob answered and said 

to Laban, Because I was afraid: for 
I said, Peradventure thou wouldest 
take by force thy daughters from me.
32 With whomsoever thou findest 

thy gods, let him not live: before 
our brethren discern thou what is 
thine with me, and take it to thee. 
For Jacob knew not that Rachel had 
stolen them.
33 And Laban went into Jacob’s 

tent, and into Leah’s tent, and into 
the two maidservants’ tents; but 
he found them not. Then went he 
out of Leah’s tent, and entered into 
Rachel’s tent.
34 Now Rachel had taken the im-

ages, and put them in the camel’s 
furniture, and sat upon them. And 
Laban searched all the tent, but 
found them not.
35 And she said to her father, Let 

it not displease my lord that I can-
not rise up before thee; for the cus-
tom of women is upon me. And he 
searched, but found not the images.
36 ¶ And Jacob was wroth, and 

chode with Laban: and Jacob an-
swered and said to Laban, What is 
my trespass? what is my sin, that 
thou hast so hotly pursued after me?
37 Whereas thou hast searched all 

my stuff, what hast thou found of 
all thy household stuff? set it here 
before my brethren and thy breth-
ren, that they may judge betwixt 
us both.
38 This twenty years have I been 

with thee; thy ewes and thy she goats 
have not cast their young, and the 
rams of thy flock have I not eaten.

 19 a TG Idolatry.
 20 a HEB Aramean (also v. 24).

 24 a TG Dream.
  b Gen. 24:50.

 27 a Gen. 4:21;  
2 Sam. 6:5.
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ages, and put them in the camel’s 
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Laban searched all the tent, but 
found them not.
35 And she said to her father, Let 

it not displease my lord that I can-
not rise up before thee; for the cus-
tom of women is upon me. And he 
searched, but found not the images.
36 ¶ And Jacob was wroth, and 

chode with Laban: and Jacob an-
swered and said to Laban, What is 
my trespass? what is my sin, that 
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all thy household stuff? set it here 
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us both.
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 20 a HEB Aramean (also v. 24).

 24 a TG Dream.
  b Gen. 24:50.

 27 a Gen. 4:21;  
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Rachel said to her father, 
“Don’t be angry, my lord, that 
I cannot stand up in your 
presence; I’m having my 
period.” (NIV)



49 GENESIS 31:39–32:4

39 That which was a  torn of beasts 
I brought not unto thee; I bare the 
loss of it; of my hand didst thou 
require it, whether stolen by day, or 
stolen by night.
40 Thus I was; in the day the 

a drought consumed me, and the frost 
by night; and my sleep departed  
from mine eyes.
41 Thus have I been twenty years 

in thy house; I a served thee fourteen 
years for thy two daughters, and 
six years for thy cattle: and thou 
hast changed my wages ten times.
42 Except the God of my father, 

the God of Abraham, and the fear 
of Isaac, had been with me, surely 
thou hadst sent me away now empty. 
God hath seen mine affliction and 
the a  labour of my hands, and re-
buked thee yesternight.
43 ¶ And Laban answered and said 

unto Jacob, These daughters are my 
daughters, and these children are my 
children, and these cattle are my cat-
tle, and all that thou seest is mine: 
and what can I do this day unto 
these my daughters, or unto their 
children which they have born?
44 Now therefore come thou, let 

us make a covenant, I and thou; 
and let it be for a witness between 
me and thee.
45 And Jacob took a stone, and set 

it up for a a  pillar.
46 And Jacob said unto his breth-

ren, Gather stones; and they took 
stones, and made an heap: and they 
did eat there upon the heap.
47 And Laban called it a  Jegar- 

sahadutha: but Jacob called it  
b  Galeed.
48 And Laban said, This heap is a 

witness between me and thee this 
day. Therefore was the name of it 
called Galeed;
49 And a  Mizpah; for he said, The 

LORD b  watch between me and thee, 

when we are absent one from an-
other.
50 If thou shalt afflict my daugh-

ters, or if thou shalt take other wives 
beside my daughters, no man is with 
us; see, God is witness betwixt me 
and thee.
51 And Laban said to Jacob, Be-

hold this heap, and behold this pil-
lar, which I have cast betwixt me 
and thee;
52 This heap be witness, and this 

pillar be witness, that I will not pass 
over this heap to thee, and that 
thou shalt not pass over this heap 
and this pillar unto me, for harm.
53 The God of Abraham, and the 

God of Nahor, the God of their 
father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 
sware by the fear of his father Isaac.
54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice 

upon the mount, and called his 
brethren to eat bread: and they did 
eat a  bread, and tarried all night in 
the mount.
55 And early in the morning Laban 

rose up, and kissed his sons and his 
daughters, and blessed them: and 
Laban departed, and returned unto 
his place.

CHAPTER 32
Jacob sees angels—He asks God to  
preserve him from Esau, for whom he 
prepares presents—He wrestles all night 
with a messenger of God—Jacob’s name 
is changed to Israel—He sees God face 
to face.
AND Jacob went on his way, and the 
angels of God met him.
2 And when Jacob saw them, he 

said, This is God’s a host: and he called 
the name of that place b  Mahanaim.
3 And Jacob sent messengers before 

him to Esau his brother unto the  
land of a Seir, the country of b Edom.
4 And he commanded them,  

 39 a Ex. 22:13 (12–13).
 40 a TG Drought.
 41 a Gen. 29:18.
 42 a TG Industry.
 45 a Ex. 24:4.
 47 a IE The heap of witness 

(in Aramaic).

  b IE The heap of witness 
(in Hebrew).

 49 a IE The lookout point.
  b TG Watch.
 54 a Ezek. 44:3 (1–3).
32 2 a HEB mahneh, “camp.” 

D&C 64:24.

  b IE Two hosts, or camps.
 3 a Gen. 36:8 (8–9);  

Deut. 2:5 (4–6);  
Ezek. 35:2 (1–15).

  b Gen. 36:1 (1, 8).



49 GENESIS 31:39–32:4

39 That which was a  torn of beasts 
I brought not unto thee; I bare the 
loss of it; of my hand didst thou 
require it, whether stolen by day, or 
stolen by night.
40 Thus I was; in the day the 

a drought consumed me, and the frost 
by night; and my sleep departed  
from mine eyes.
41 Thus have I been twenty years 

in thy house; I a served thee fourteen 
years for thy two daughters, and 
six years for thy cattle: and thou 
hast changed my wages ten times.
42 Except the God of my father, 

the God of Abraham, and the fear 
of Isaac, had been with me, surely 
thou hadst sent me away now empty. 
God hath seen mine affliction and 
the a  labour of my hands, and re-
buked thee yesternight.
43 ¶ And Laban answered and said 

unto Jacob, These daughters are my 
daughters, and these children are my 
children, and these cattle are my cat-
tle, and all that thou seest is mine: 
and what can I do this day unto 
these my daughters, or unto their 
children which they have born?
44 Now therefore come thou, let 

us make a covenant, I and thou; 
and let it be for a witness between 
me and thee.
45 And Jacob took a stone, and set 

it up for a a  pillar.
46 And Jacob said unto his breth-

ren, Gather stones; and they took 
stones, and made an heap: and they 
did eat there upon the heap.
47 And Laban called it a  Jegar- 

sahadutha: but Jacob called it  
b  Galeed.
48 And Laban said, This heap is a 

witness between me and thee this 
day. Therefore was the name of it 
called Galeed;
49 And a  Mizpah; for he said, The 

LORD b  watch between me and thee, 

when we are absent one from an-
other.
50 If thou shalt afflict my daugh-

ters, or if thou shalt take other wives 
beside my daughters, no man is with 
us; see, God is witness betwixt me 
and thee.
51 And Laban said to Jacob, Be-

hold this heap, and behold this pil-
lar, which I have cast betwixt me 
and thee;
52 This heap be witness, and this 

pillar be witness, that I will not pass 
over this heap to thee, and that 
thou shalt not pass over this heap 
and this pillar unto me, for harm.
53 The God of Abraham, and the 

God of Nahor, the God of their 
father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 
sware by the fear of his father Isaac.
54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice 

upon the mount, and called his 
brethren to eat bread: and they did 
eat a  bread, and tarried all night in 
the mount.
55 And early in the morning Laban 

rose up, and kissed his sons and his 
daughters, and blessed them: and 
Laban departed, and returned unto 
his place.

CHAPTER 32
Jacob sees angels—He asks God to  
preserve him from Esau, for whom he 
prepares presents—He wrestles all night 
with a messenger of God—Jacob’s name 
is changed to Israel—He sees God face 
to face.
AND Jacob went on his way, and the 
angels of God met him.
2 And when Jacob saw them, he 

said, This is God’s a host: and he called 
the name of that place b  Mahanaim.
3 And Jacob sent messengers before 

him to Esau his brother unto the  
land of a Seir, the country of b Edom.
4 And he commanded them,  

 39 a Ex. 22:13 (12–13).
 40 a TG Drought.
 41 a Gen. 29:18.
 42 a TG Industry.
 45 a Ex. 24:4.
 47 a IE The heap of witness 

(in Aramaic).

  b IE The heap of witness 
(in Hebrew).

 49 a IE The lookout point.
  b TG Watch.
 54 a Ezek. 44:3 (1–3).
32 2 a HEB mahneh, “camp.” 

D&C 64:24.

  b IE Two hosts, or camps.
 3 a Gen. 36:8 (8–9);  

Deut. 2:5 (4–6);  
Ezek. 35:2 (1–15).

  b Gen. 36:1 (1, 8).





Genesis 32
Come Follow Me: Old Testament



Th
e 

Lo
rd

 co
m

m
an

ds
 Ja

co
b 

to
 re

tu
rn

 to
 C

an
aa

n

Ja
co

b 
w

or
ri

es
 th

at
 E

sa
u 

w
ill

 se
ek

 re
ve

ng
e

Ja
co

b 
W

re
st

le
s w

ith
 G

od

49 GENESIS 31:39–32:4

39 That which was a  torn of beasts 
I brought not unto thee; I bare the 
loss of it; of my hand didst thou 
require it, whether stolen by day, or 
stolen by night.
40 Thus I was; in the day the 

a drought consumed me, and the frost 
by night; and my sleep departed  
from mine eyes.
41 Thus have I been twenty years 
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b  Galeed.
48 And Laban said, This heap is a 

witness between me and thee this 
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hold this heap, and behold this pil-
lar, which I have cast betwixt me 
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over this heap to thee, and that 
thou shalt not pass over this heap 
and this pillar unto me, for harm.
53 The God of Abraham, and the 

God of Nahor, the God of their 
father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 
sware by the fear of his father Isaac.
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upon the mount, and called his 
brethren to eat bread: and they did 
eat a  bread, and tarried all night in 
the mount.
55 And early in the morning Laban 

rose up, and kissed his sons and his 
daughters, and blessed them: and 
Laban departed, and returned unto 
his place.
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preserve him from Esau, for whom he 
prepares presents—He wrestles all night 
with a messenger of God—Jacob’s name 
is changed to Israel—He sees God face 
to face.
AND Jacob went on his way, and the 
angels of God met him.
2 And when Jacob saw them, he 

said, This is God’s a host: and he called 
the name of that place b  Mahanaim.
3 And Jacob sent messengers before 

him to Esau his brother unto the  
land of a Seir, the country of b Edom.
4 And he commanded them,  

 39 a Ex. 22:13 (12–13).
 40 a TG Drought.
 41 a Gen. 29:18.
 42 a TG Industry.
 45 a Ex. 24:4.
 47 a IE The heap of witness 

(in Aramaic).

  b IE The heap of witness 
(in Hebrew).

 49 a IE The lookout point.
  b TG Watch.
 54 a Ezek. 44:3 (1–3).
32 2 a HEB mahneh, “camp.” 

D&C 64:24.

  b IE Two hosts, or camps.
 3 a Gen. 36:8 (8–9);  

Deut. 2:5 (4–6);  
Ezek. 35:2 (1–15).

  b Gen. 36:1 (1, 8).

50GENESIS 32:5–25

saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  

 7 a Gen. 35:3.
 9 a Matt. 22:32;  

1 Ne. 19:10;  
D&C 136:21.

  b Gen. 31:3 (3, 13).
 10 a OR I am unworthy 

of all the mercies . . . 
TG Worthiness.

  b Gen. 24:27;  
1 Ne. 1:20;  
Alma 34:38;  
D&C 46:15.

 11 a TG Deliver.
 12 a TG Seed of Abraham.
  b Hosea 1:10.
 24 a Enos 1:2 (1–12);  

Alma 8:10.
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God hath seen mine affliction and 
the a  labour of my hands, and re-
buked thee yesternight.
43 ¶ And Laban answered and said 

unto Jacob, These daughters are my 
daughters, and these children are my 
children, and these cattle are my cat-
tle, and all that thou seest is mine: 
and what can I do this day unto 
these my daughters, or unto their 
children which they have born?
44 Now therefore come thou, let 

us make a covenant, I and thou; 
and let it be for a witness between 
me and thee.
45 And Jacob took a stone, and set 

it up for a a  pillar.
46 And Jacob said unto his breth-

ren, Gather stones; and they took 
stones, and made an heap: and they 
did eat there upon the heap.
47 And Laban called it a  Jegar- 

sahadutha: but Jacob called it  
b  Galeed.
48 And Laban said, This heap is a 

witness between me and thee this 
day. Therefore was the name of it 
called Galeed;
49 And a  Mizpah; for he said, The 

LORD b  watch between me and thee, 

when we are absent one from an-
other.
50 If thou shalt afflict my daugh-

ters, or if thou shalt take other wives 
beside my daughters, no man is with 
us; see, God is witness betwixt me 
and thee.
51 And Laban said to Jacob, Be-

hold this heap, and behold this pil-
lar, which I have cast betwixt me 
and thee;
52 This heap be witness, and this 

pillar be witness, that I will not pass 
over this heap to thee, and that 
thou shalt not pass over this heap 
and this pillar unto me, for harm.
53 The God of Abraham, and the 

God of Nahor, the God of their 
father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 
sware by the fear of his father Isaac.
54 Then Jacob offered sacrifice 

upon the mount, and called his 
brethren to eat bread: and they did 
eat a  bread, and tarried all night in 
the mount.
55 And early in the morning Laban 

rose up, and kissed his sons and his 
daughters, and blessed them: and 
Laban departed, and returned unto 
his place.

CHAPTER 32
Jacob sees angels—He asks God to  
preserve him from Esau, for whom he 
prepares presents—He wrestles all night 
with a messenger of God—Jacob’s name 
is changed to Israel—He sees God face 
to face.
AND Jacob went on his way, and the 
angels of God met him.
2 And when Jacob saw them, he 

said, This is God’s a host: and he called 
the name of that place b  Mahanaim.
3 And Jacob sent messengers before 

him to Esau his brother unto the  
land of a Seir, the country of b Edom.
4 And he commanded them,  
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saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  
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saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  
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saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  
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saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  
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saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  
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hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of 
joint, as he wrestled with him.
26 And he said, Let me go, for the 

day breaketh. And he said, I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless  
me.
27 And he said unto him, What is 

thy name? And he said, Jacob.
28 And he said, Thy a  name shall 

be called no more Jacob, but b Israel: 
c  for as a d  prince hast thou e  power 
with God and with men, and hast 
f  prevailed.
29 And Jacob asked him, and said, 

Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my a  name? And he 
b  blessed him there.
30 And Jacob called the name of 

the place a  Peniel: for I have b  seen 
God c  face to face, and my life is 
preserved.
31 And as he passed over a  Penuel 

the sun rose upon him, and he 
halted upon his thigh.
32 Therefore the children of Israel 

eat not of the sinew which shrank, 
which is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day: because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh 
in the sinew that shrank.

CHAPTER 33
Jacob and Esau meet and are recon-
ciled—Esau receives Jacob’s presents—
Jacob settles in Canaan, where he builds 
an altar.
AND Jacob lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and, behold, Esau came, 
and with him four hundred men. 
And he divided the children unto 
Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto 
the two handmaids.
2 And he put the handmaids and 

their children foremost, and Leah 

and her children after, and Rachel 
and Joseph hindermost.
3 And he passed over before them, 

and a  bowed himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to 
his brother.
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and 

embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him: and they wept.
5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw 

the women and the children; and 
said, Who are those with thee? And 
he said, The children which God 
hath graciously given thy servant.
6 Then the handmaidens came 

near, they and their children, and 
they bowed themselves.
7 And Leah also with her children 

came near, and bowed themselves: 
and after came Joseph near and Ra-
chel, and they bowed themselves.
8 And he said, What meanest thou 

by all this drove which I met? And 
he said, These are to find grace in 
the sight of my lord.
9 And Esau said, I have enough, 

my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself.
10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, 

if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: 
for therefore I have seen thy face, as 
though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me.
11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing 

that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough. And he 
urged him, and he took it.
12 And he said, Let us take our 

journey, and let us go, and I will 
go before thee.
13 And he said unto him, My lord 

knoweth that the children are tender, 
and the flocks and herds with young 
are with me: and if men should  
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hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of 
joint, as he wrestled with him.
26 And he said, Let me go, for the 

day breaketh. And he said, I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless  
me.
27 And he said unto him, What is 

thy name? And he said, Jacob.
28 And he said, Thy a  name shall 

be called no more Jacob, but b Israel: 
c  for as a d  prince hast thou e  power 
with God and with men, and hast 
f  prevailed.
29 And Jacob asked him, and said, 

Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my a  name? And he 
b  blessed him there.
30 And Jacob called the name of 

the place a  Peniel: for I have b  seen 
God c  face to face, and my life is 
preserved.
31 And as he passed over a  Penuel 

the sun rose upon him, and he 
halted upon his thigh.
32 Therefore the children of Israel 

eat not of the sinew which shrank, 
which is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day: because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh 
in the sinew that shrank.

CHAPTER 33
Jacob and Esau meet and are recon-
ciled—Esau receives Jacob’s presents—
Jacob settles in Canaan, where he builds 
an altar.
AND Jacob lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and, behold, Esau came, 
and with him four hundred men. 
And he divided the children unto 
Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto 
the two handmaids.
2 And he put the handmaids and 

their children foremost, and Leah 

and her children after, and Rachel 
and Joseph hindermost.
3 And he passed over before them, 

and a  bowed himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to 
his brother.
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and 

embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him: and they wept.
5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw 

the women and the children; and 
said, Who are those with thee? And 
he said, The children which God 
hath graciously given thy servant.
6 Then the handmaidens came 

near, they and their children, and 
they bowed themselves.
7 And Leah also with her children 

came near, and bowed themselves: 
and after came Joseph near and Ra-
chel, and they bowed themselves.
8 And he said, What meanest thou 

by all this drove which I met? And 
he said, These are to find grace in 
the sight of my lord.
9 And Esau said, I have enough, 

my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself.
10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, 

if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: 
for therefore I have seen thy face, as 
though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me.
11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing 

that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough. And he 
urged him, and he took it.
12 And he said, Let us take our 

journey, and let us go, and I will 
go before thee.
13 And he said unto him, My lord 

knoweth that the children are tender, 
and the flocks and herds with young 
are with me: and if men should  

 28 a Gen. 25:26. TG Name.
  b IE He perseveres (with)  

God; it may also mean,  
Let God prevail.  
TG Israel, Origins of.

  c OR for thou hast 
persevered with God . . .

  d Ps. 135:4; 3 Ne. 5:21 (21–26);  
D&C 49:24 (23–25);  
52:2 (1–3); 132:37.

  e TG Priesthood, Power of.
  f Hosea 12:4.
 29 a Judg. 13:18;  

Mosiah 5:12 (9–14);  
D&C 18:25; 130:11.  
TG Name.

  b Gen. 48:16.
 30 a IE The face of God.
  b See JST Ex. 33:20, 23 
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Seminary Manual 
Although we do not know exactly 
what was transpiring here, we do know 
that Jacob wrestled all night for a 
blessing that he eventually received. 
This experience represents the great 
e#ort Jacob put forth as he sought this 
blessing from the Lord.
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saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  

 7 a Gen. 35:3.
 9 a Matt. 22:32;  

1 Ne. 19:10;  
D&C 136:21.

  b Gen. 31:3 (3, 13).
 10 a OR I am unworthy 

of all the mercies . . . 
TG Worthiness.

  b Gen. 24:27;  
1 Ne. 1:20;  
Alma 34:38;  
D&C 46:15.

 11 a TG Deliver.
 12 a TG Seed of Abraham.
  b Hosea 1:10.
 24 a Enos 1:2 (1–12);  

Alma 8:10.
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hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of 
joint, as he wrestled with him.
26 And he said, Let me go, for the 

day breaketh. And he said, I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless  
me.
27 And he said unto him, What is 

thy name? And he said, Jacob.
28 And he said, Thy a  name shall 

be called no more Jacob, but b Israel: 
c  for as a d  prince hast thou e  power 
with God and with men, and hast 
f  prevailed.
29 And Jacob asked him, and said, 

Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my a  name? And he 
b  blessed him there.
30 And Jacob called the name of 

the place a  Peniel: for I have b  seen 
God c  face to face, and my life is 
preserved.
31 And as he passed over a  Penuel 

the sun rose upon him, and he 
halted upon his thigh.
32 Therefore the children of Israel 

eat not of the sinew which shrank, 
which is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day: because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh 
in the sinew that shrank.

CHAPTER 33
Jacob and Esau meet and are recon-
ciled—Esau receives Jacob’s presents—
Jacob settles in Canaan, where he builds 
an altar.
AND Jacob lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and, behold, Esau came, 
and with him four hundred men. 
And he divided the children unto 
Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto 
the two handmaids.
2 And he put the handmaids and 

their children foremost, and Leah 

and her children after, and Rachel 
and Joseph hindermost.
3 And he passed over before them, 

and a  bowed himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to 
his brother.
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and 

embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him: and they wept.
5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw 

the women and the children; and 
said, Who are those with thee? And 
he said, The children which God 
hath graciously given thy servant.
6 Then the handmaidens came 

near, they and their children, and 
they bowed themselves.
7 And Leah also with her children 

came near, and bowed themselves: 
and after came Joseph near and Ra-
chel, and they bowed themselves.
8 And he said, What meanest thou 

by all this drove which I met? And 
he said, These are to find grace in 
the sight of my lord.
9 And Esau said, I have enough, 

my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself.
10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, 

if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: 
for therefore I have seen thy face, as 
though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me.
11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing 

that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough. And he 
urged him, and he took it.
12 And he said, Let us take our 

journey, and let us go, and I will 
go before thee.
13 And he said unto him, My lord 

knoweth that the children are tender, 
and the flocks and herds with young 
are with me: and if men should  

 28 a Gen. 25:26. TG Name.
  b IE He perseveres (with)  

God; it may also mean,  
Let God prevail.  
TG Israel, Origins of.

  c OR for thou hast 
persevered with God . . .

  d Ps. 135:4; 3 Ne. 5:21 (21–26);  
D&C 49:24 (23–25);  
52:2 (1–3); 132:37.

  e TG Priesthood, Power of.
  f Hosea 12:4.
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with God in mighty prayer 
seeking for a blessing (Enos 
1:2 (1–12); Alma 8:10)
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saying, Thus shall ye speak unto 
my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob 
saith thus, I have sojourned with 
Laban, and stayed there until now:
5 And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and wom-
enservants: and I have sent to tell 
my lord, that I may find grace in 
thy sight.
6 ¶ And the messengers returned 

to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 
brother Esau, and also he cometh 
to meet thee, and four hundred 
men with him.
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid 

and a  distressed: and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, 
into two bands;
8 And said, If Esau come to the 

one company, and smite it, then 
the other company which is left 
shall escape.
9 ¶ And Jacob said, O a  God of my 

father Abraham, and God of my fa-
ther Isaac, the LORD which saidst 
unto me, b Return unto thy country, 
and to thy kindred, and I will deal 
well with thee:
10 a  I am not worthy of the least of 

all the b mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am be-
come two bands.
11 a  Deliver me, I pray thee, from 

the hand of my brother, from the 
hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest 
he will come and smite me, and the 
mother with the children.
12 And thou saidst, I will surely do 

thee good, and make thy a  seed as 
the b  sand of the sea, which cannot 
be numbered for multitude.
13 ¶ And he lodged there that 

same night; and took of that which 
came to his hand a present for Esau 
his brother;
14 Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, 
and twenty rams,
15 Thirty milch camels with their 

colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 
twenty she asses, and ten foals.
16 And he delivered them into the 

hand of his servants, every drove 
by themselves; and said unto his 
servants, Pass over before me, and 
put a space betwixt drove and  
drove.
17 And he commanded the fore-

most, saying, When Esau my brother 
meeteth thee, and asketh thee, say-
ing, Whose art thou? and whither 
goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee?
18 Then thou shalt say, They be thy 

servant Jacob’s; it is a present sent 
unto my lord Esau: and, behold, 
also he is behind us.
19 And so commanded he the sec-

ond, and the third, and all that fol-
lowed the droves, saying, On this 
manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 
when ye find him.
20 And say ye moreover, Behold, 

thy servant Jacob is behind us. 
For he said, I will appease him 
with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his 
face; peradventure he will accept  
of me.
21 So went the present over before 

him: and himself lodged that night 
in the company.
22 And he rose up that night, and 

took his two wives, and his two 
womenservants, and his eleven sons, 
and passed over the ford Jabbok.
23 And he took them, and sent 

them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had.
24 ¶ And Jacob was left alone; and 

there a wrestled a man with him un-
til the breaking of the day.
25 And when he saw that he pre-

vailed not against him, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh; and the  

 7 a Gen. 35:3.
 9 a Matt. 22:32;  

1 Ne. 19:10;  
D&C 136:21.

  b Gen. 31:3 (3, 13).
 10 a OR I am unworthy 

of all the mercies . . . 
TG Worthiness.
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 11 a TG Deliver.
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hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of 
joint, as he wrestled with him.
26 And he said, Let me go, for the 

day breaketh. And he said, I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless  
me.
27 And he said unto him, What is 

thy name? And he said, Jacob.
28 And he said, Thy a  name shall 

be called no more Jacob, but b Israel: 
c  for as a d  prince hast thou e  power 
with God and with men, and hast 
f  prevailed.
29 And Jacob asked him, and said, 

Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my a  name? And he 
b  blessed him there.
30 And Jacob called the name of 

the place a  Peniel: for I have b  seen 
God c  face to face, and my life is 
preserved.
31 And as he passed over a  Penuel 

the sun rose upon him, and he 
halted upon his thigh.
32 Therefore the children of Israel 

eat not of the sinew which shrank, 
which is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day: because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh 
in the sinew that shrank.

CHAPTER 33
Jacob and Esau meet and are recon-
ciled—Esau receives Jacob’s presents—
Jacob settles in Canaan, where he builds 
an altar.
AND Jacob lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and, behold, Esau came, 
and with him four hundred men. 
And he divided the children unto 
Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto 
the two handmaids.
2 And he put the handmaids and 

their children foremost, and Leah 

and her children after, and Rachel 
and Joseph hindermost.
3 And he passed over before them, 

and a  bowed himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to 
his brother.
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and 

embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him: and they wept.
5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw 

the women and the children; and 
said, Who are those with thee? And 
he said, The children which God 
hath graciously given thy servant.
6 Then the handmaidens came 

near, they and their children, and 
they bowed themselves.
7 And Leah also with her children 

came near, and bowed themselves: 
and after came Joseph near and Ra-
chel, and they bowed themselves.
8 And he said, What meanest thou 

by all this drove which I met? And 
he said, These are to find grace in 
the sight of my lord.
9 And Esau said, I have enough, 

my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself.
10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, 

if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: 
for therefore I have seen thy face, as 
though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me.
11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing 

that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough. And he 
urged him, and he took it.
12 And he said, Let us take our 

journey, and let us go, and I will 
go before thee.
13 And he said unto him, My lord 

knoweth that the children are tender, 
and the flocks and herds with young 
are with me: and if men should  

 28 a Gen. 25:26. TG Name.
  b IE He perseveres (with)  

God; it may also mean,  
Let God prevail.  
TG Israel, Origins of.

  c OR for thou hast 
persevered with God . . .

  d Ps. 135:4; 3 Ne. 5:21 (21–26);  
D&C 49:24 (23–25);  
52:2 (1–3); 132:37.

  e TG Priesthood, Power of.
  f Hosea 12:4.
 29 a Judg. 13:18;  

Mosiah 5:12 (9–14);  
D&C 18:25; 130:11.  
TG Name.

  b Gen. 48:16.
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God, Manifestations of.

 31 a Variant of Peniel.
33 3 a TG Courtesy.



President Russell M. Nelson 

“So imagine my delight when I was led recently to a new insight. With the help of two Hebrew 
scholars, I learned that one of the Hebraic meanings of the word Israel is “let God prevail.” Thus 
the very name of Israel refers to a person who is willing to let God prevail in his or her life. That 
concept stirs my soul! 

“The word willing is crucial to this interpretation of Israel. We all have our agency. We can 
choose to be of Israel, or not. We can choose to let God prevail in our lives, or not. We can 
choose to let God be the most powerful in$uence in our lives, or not. 

For a moment, let us recall a crucial turning point in the life of Jacob, the grandson of Abraham. 
At the place Jacob named Peniel (which means “the face of God”), Jacob wrestled with a serious 
challenge. His agency was tested. Through this wrestle, Jacob proved what was most important 
to him. He demonstrated that he was willing to let God prevail in his life. In response, God 
changed Jacob’s name to Israel, meaning “let God prevail.” God then promised Israel that all the 
blessings that had been pronounced upon Abraham’s head would also be his.” 

(President Russell M. Nelson, “Let God Prevail,” GC Oct. 2020)
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overdrive them one day, all the 
flock will die.
14 Let my lord, I pray thee, pass 

over before his servant: and I will 
lead on softly, according as the cat-
tle that goeth before me and the 
children be able to endure, until I 
come unto my lord unto Seir.
15 And Esau said, Let me now leave 

with thee some of the folk that are 
with me. And he said, What needeth 
it? let me find grace in the sight of 
my lord.
16 ¶ So Esau returned that day on 

his way unto Seir.
17 And Jacob journeyed to a  Suc-

coth, and built him an house, and 
made booths for his cattle: there-
fore the name of the place is called 
b  Succoth.
18 ¶ And Jacob came to Shalem, 

a city of Shechem, which is in the 
land of Canaan, when he came from 
Padan-aram; and pitched his tent 
before the city.
19 And he bought a parcel of a 

field, where he had spread his 
tent, at the hand of the children 
of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for an 
hundred pieces of money.
20 And he erected there an altar, 

and called it a  El-elohe-Israel.

CHAPTER 34
Shechem defiles Dinah—The Hivites 
seek to arrange marriages with Jacob’s 
family—Many, having been circum-
cised, are slain by Simeon and Levi—
Jacob reproves his sons.
AND Dinah the daughter of Leah, 
which she bare unto Jacob, went 
out to see the daughters of the  
land.
2 And when Shechem the son of 

a  Hamor the Hivite, prince of the 
country, saw her, he took her, and 
lay with her, and defiled her.
3 And his soul clave unto Dinah 

the daughter of Jacob, and he loved 

the damsel, and spake kindly unto 
the damsel.
4 And Shechem spake unto his 

father Hamor, saying, Get me this 
damsel to wife.
5 And Jacob heard that he had 

defiled Dinah his daughter: now 
his sons were with his cattle in the 
field: and Jacob held his peace un-
til they were come.
6 ¶ And Hamor the father of She-

chem went out unto Jacob to com-
mune with him.
7 And the sons of Jacob came 

out of the field when they heard 
it: and the men were grieved, and 
they were very a  wroth, because he 
had wrought folly in Israel in lying 
with Jacob’s daughter; which thing 
ought not to be done.
8 And Hamor communed with 

them, saying, The soul of my son 
Shechem longeth for your daugh-
ter: I pray you give her him to wife.
9 And make ye marriages with us, 

and give your daughters unto us, 
and take our daughters unto you.
10 And ye shall dwell with us: and 

the a  land shall be before you; dwell 
and b  trade ye therein, and get you 
possessions therein.
11 And Shechem said unto her 

father and unto her brethren, Let 
me find grace in your eyes, and what 
ye shall say unto me I will give.
12 Ask me a  never so much dowry 

and gift, and I will give according 
as ye shall say unto me: but give 
me the damsel to wife.
13 And the sons of Jacob answered 

Shechem and Hamor his father de-
ceitfully, and said, because he had 
defiled Dinah their sister:
14 a  And they said unto them, We 

cannot do this thing, to give our 
sister to one that is b uncircumcised; 
for that were a reproach unto us:
15 But in this will we consent unto 

you: If ye will be as we be, that ev-
ery male of you be a  circumcised;

 17 a IE Booths.
  b Josh. 13:27;  

Ps. 60:6.
 20 a IE El (God) is the God 

of Israel.
34 2 a Judg. 9:28.

 7 a Gen. 49:7.
 10 a Gen. 20:15.
  b Mosiah 24:7;  

4 Ne. 1:46;  
Ether 10:22.

 12 a OR ever so high a dowry.

 14 a Septuagint: And Simeon 
and Levi, brothers of 
Dinah, sons of Leah, 
said . . .

  b Judg. 14:3.
 15 a TG Circumcision.
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hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of 
joint, as he wrestled with him.
26 And he said, Let me go, for the 

day breaketh. And he said, I will 
not let thee go, except thou bless  
me.
27 And he said unto him, What is 

thy name? And he said, Jacob.
28 And he said, Thy a  name shall 

be called no more Jacob, but b Israel: 
c  for as a d  prince hast thou e  power 
with God and with men, and hast 
f  prevailed.
29 And Jacob asked him, and said, 

Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou 
dost ask after my a  name? And he 
b  blessed him there.
30 And Jacob called the name of 

the place a  Peniel: for I have b  seen 
God c  face to face, and my life is 
preserved.
31 And as he passed over a  Penuel 

the sun rose upon him, and he 
halted upon his thigh.
32 Therefore the children of Israel 

eat not of the sinew which shrank, 
which is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day: because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh 
in the sinew that shrank.

CHAPTER 33
Jacob and Esau meet and are recon-
ciled—Esau receives Jacob’s presents—
Jacob settles in Canaan, where he builds 
an altar.
AND Jacob lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and, behold, Esau came, 
and with him four hundred men. 
And he divided the children unto 
Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto 
the two handmaids.
2 And he put the handmaids and 

their children foremost, and Leah 

and her children after, and Rachel 
and Joseph hindermost.
3 And he passed over before them, 

and a  bowed himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to 
his brother.
4 And Esau ran to meet him, and 

embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him: and they wept.
5 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw 

the women and the children; and 
said, Who are those with thee? And 
he said, The children which God 
hath graciously given thy servant.
6 Then the handmaidens came 

near, they and their children, and 
they bowed themselves.
7 And Leah also with her children 

came near, and bowed themselves: 
and after came Joseph near and Ra-
chel, and they bowed themselves.
8 And he said, What meanest thou 

by all this drove which I met? And 
he said, These are to find grace in 
the sight of my lord.
9 And Esau said, I have enough, 

my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself.
10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, 

if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: 
for therefore I have seen thy face, as 
though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me.
11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing 

that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough. And he 
urged him, and he took it.
12 And he said, Let us take our 

journey, and let us go, and I will 
go before thee.
13 And he said unto him, My lord 

knoweth that the children are tender, 
and the flocks and herds with young 
are with me: and if men should  
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Marion D. Hanks 

“What is our response when we are o#ended, misunderstood, unfairly or unkindly 
treated, or sinned against, made an o#ender for a word, falsely accused, passed 
over, hurt by those we love, our o#erings rejected? Do we resent, become bitter, 
hold a grudge? Or do we resolve the problem if we can, forgive, and rid ourselves 
of the burden? 

“The nature of our response to such situations may well determine the nature and 
quality of our lives, here and eternally. … 

“… Even if it appears that another may be deserving of our resentment or hatred, 
none of us can a#ord to pay the price of resenting or hating, because of what it 
does to us”  

(Marion D. Hanks, “Forgiveness: The Ultimate Form of Love,” Ensign, Jan. 1974, 20, 21).
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overdrive them one day, all the 
flock will die.
14 Let my lord, I pray thee, pass 

over before his servant: and I will 
lead on softly, according as the cat-
tle that goeth before me and the 
children be able to endure, until I 
come unto my lord unto Seir.
15 And Esau said, Let me now leave 

with thee some of the folk that are 
with me. And he said, What needeth 
it? let me find grace in the sight of 
my lord.
16 ¶ So Esau returned that day on 

his way unto Seir.
17 And Jacob journeyed to a  Suc-

coth, and built him an house, and 
made booths for his cattle: there-
fore the name of the place is called 
b  Succoth.
18 ¶ And Jacob came to Shalem, 

a city of Shechem, which is in the 
land of Canaan, when he came from 
Padan-aram; and pitched his tent 
before the city.
19 And he bought a parcel of a 

field, where he had spread his 
tent, at the hand of the children 
of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for an 
hundred pieces of money.
20 And he erected there an altar, 

and called it a  El-elohe-Israel.

CHAPTER 34
Shechem defiles Dinah—The Hivites 
seek to arrange marriages with Jacob’s 
family—Many, having been circum-
cised, are slain by Simeon and Levi—
Jacob reproves his sons.
AND Dinah the daughter of Leah, 
which she bare unto Jacob, went 
out to see the daughters of the  
land.
2 And when Shechem the son of 

a  Hamor the Hivite, prince of the 
country, saw her, he took her, and 
lay with her, and defiled her.
3 And his soul clave unto Dinah 

the daughter of Jacob, and he loved 

the damsel, and spake kindly unto 
the damsel.
4 And Shechem spake unto his 

father Hamor, saying, Get me this 
damsel to wife.
5 And Jacob heard that he had 

defiled Dinah his daughter: now 
his sons were with his cattle in the 
field: and Jacob held his peace un-
til they were come.
6 ¶ And Hamor the father of She-

chem went out unto Jacob to com-
mune with him.
7 And the sons of Jacob came 

out of the field when they heard 
it: and the men were grieved, and 
they were very a  wroth, because he 
had wrought folly in Israel in lying 
with Jacob’s daughter; which thing 
ought not to be done.
8 And Hamor communed with 

them, saying, The soul of my son 
Shechem longeth for your daugh-
ter: I pray you give her him to wife.
9 And make ye marriages with us, 

and give your daughters unto us, 
and take our daughters unto you.
10 And ye shall dwell with us: and 

the a  land shall be before you; dwell 
and b  trade ye therein, and get you 
possessions therein.
11 And Shechem said unto her 

father and unto her brethren, Let 
me find grace in your eyes, and what 
ye shall say unto me I will give.
12 Ask me a  never so much dowry 

and gift, and I will give according 
as ye shall say unto me: but give 
me the damsel to wife.
13 And the sons of Jacob answered 

Shechem and Hamor his father de-
ceitfully, and said, because he had 
defiled Dinah their sister:
14 a  And they said unto them, We 

cannot do this thing, to give our 
sister to one that is b uncircumcised; 
for that were a reproach unto us:
15 But in this will we consent unto 

you: If ye will be as we be, that ev-
ery male of you be a  circumcised;

 17 a IE Booths.
  b Josh. 13:27;  

Ps. 60:6.
 20 a IE El (God) is the God 

of Israel.
34 2 a Judg. 9:28.

 7 a Gen. 49:7.
 10 a Gen. 20:15.
  b Mosiah 24:7;  

4 Ne. 1:46;  
Ether 10:22.

 12 a OR ever so high a dowry.

 14 a Septuagint: And Simeon 
and Levi, brothers of 
Dinah, sons of Leah, 
said . . .

  b Judg. 14:3.
 15 a TG Circumcision.
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hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of 
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with God and with men, and hast 
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8 And he said, What meanest thou 

by all this drove which I met? And 
he said, These are to find grace in 
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my brother; keep that thou hast 
unto thyself.
10 And Jacob said, Nay, I pray thee, 

if now I have found grace in thy sight, 
then receive my present at my hand: 
for therefore I have seen thy face, as 
though I had seen the face of God, 
and thou wast pleased with me.
11 Take, I pray thee, my blessing 

that is brought to thee; because 
God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I have enough. And he 
urged him, and he took it.
12 And he said, Let us take our 

journey, and let us go, and I will 
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13 And he said unto him, My lord 
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and the flocks and herds with young 
are with me: and if men should  

 28 a Gen. 25:26. TG Name.
  b IE He perseveres (with)  

God; it may also mean,  
Let God prevail.  
TG Israel, Origins of.

  c OR for thou hast 
persevered with God . . .

  d Ps. 135:4; 3 Ne. 5:21 (21–26);  
D&C 49:24 (23–25);  
52:2 (1–3); 132:37.

  e TG Priesthood, Power of.
  f Hosea 12:4.
 29 a Judg. 13:18;  

Mosiah 5:12 (9–14);  
D&C 18:25; 130:11.  
TG Name.

  b Gen. 48:16.
 30 a IE The face of God.
  b See JST Ex. 33:20, 23 

(Appendix).

   TG God, Knowledge 
about; God, Privilege of 
Seeing.

  c Ether 12:39; D&C 17:1;  
Moses 1:11 (2, 11, 31); 7:4.  
TG God, Body of, 
Corporeal Nature;  
God, Manifestations of.

 31 a Variant of Peniel.
33 3 a TG Courtesy.



52GENESIS 33:14–34:15

overdrive them one day, all the 
flock will die.
14 Let my lord, I pray thee, pass 

over before his servant: and I will 
lead on softly, according as the cat-
tle that goeth before me and the 
children be able to endure, until I 
come unto my lord unto Seir.
15 And Esau said, Let me now leave 

with thee some of the folk that are 
with me. And he said, What needeth 
it? let me find grace in the sight of 
my lord.
16 ¶ So Esau returned that day on 

his way unto Seir.
17 And Jacob journeyed to a  Suc-

coth, and built him an house, and 
made booths for his cattle: there-
fore the name of the place is called 
b  Succoth.
18 ¶ And Jacob came to Shalem, 

a city of Shechem, which is in the 
land of Canaan, when he came from 
Padan-aram; and pitched his tent 
before the city.
19 And he bought a parcel of a 

field, where he had spread his 
tent, at the hand of the children 
of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for an 
hundred pieces of money.
20 And he erected there an altar, 

and called it a  El-elohe-Israel.

CHAPTER 34
Shechem defiles Dinah—The Hivites 
seek to arrange marriages with Jacob’s 
family—Many, having been circum-
cised, are slain by Simeon and Levi—
Jacob reproves his sons.
AND Dinah the daughter of Leah, 
which she bare unto Jacob, went 
out to see the daughters of the  
land.
2 And when Shechem the son of 

a  Hamor the Hivite, prince of the 
country, saw her, he took her, and 
lay with her, and defiled her.
3 And his soul clave unto Dinah 

the daughter of Jacob, and he loved 

the damsel, and spake kindly unto 
the damsel.
4 And Shechem spake unto his 

father Hamor, saying, Get me this 
damsel to wife.
5 And Jacob heard that he had 

defiled Dinah his daughter: now 
his sons were with his cattle in the 
field: and Jacob held his peace un-
til they were come.
6 ¶ And Hamor the father of She-

chem went out unto Jacob to com-
mune with him.
7 And the sons of Jacob came 

out of the field when they heard 
it: and the men were grieved, and 
they were very a  wroth, because he 
had wrought folly in Israel in lying 
with Jacob’s daughter; which thing 
ought not to be done.
8 And Hamor communed with 

them, saying, The soul of my son 
Shechem longeth for your daugh-
ter: I pray you give her him to wife.
9 And make ye marriages with us, 

and give your daughters unto us, 
and take our daughters unto you.
10 And ye shall dwell with us: and 

the a  land shall be before you; dwell 
and b  trade ye therein, and get you 
possessions therein.
11 And Shechem said unto her 

father and unto her brethren, Let 
me find grace in your eyes, and what 
ye shall say unto me I will give.
12 Ask me a  never so much dowry 

and gift, and I will give according 
as ye shall say unto me: but give 
me the damsel to wife.
13 And the sons of Jacob answered 

Shechem and Hamor his father de-
ceitfully, and said, because he had 
defiled Dinah their sister:
14 a  And they said unto them, We 

cannot do this thing, to give our 
sister to one that is b uncircumcised; 
for that were a reproach unto us:
15 But in this will we consent unto 

you: If ye will be as we be, that ev-
ery male of you be a  circumcised;

 17 a IE Booths.
  b Josh. 13:27;  

Ps. 60:6.
 20 a IE El (God) is the God 

of Israel.
34 2 a Judg. 9:28.

 7 a Gen. 49:7.
 10 a Gen. 20:15.
  b Mosiah 24:7;  

4 Ne. 1:46;  
Ether 10:22.

 12 a OR ever so high a dowry.

 14 a Septuagint: And Simeon 
and Levi, brothers of 
Dinah, sons of Leah, 
said . . .

  b Judg. 14:3.
 15 a TG Circumcision.

IE  El (God) is the God of 
Israel.


