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Come Follow Me Manual

Because of the covenant God made with him, Abraham has been called “the
father of the faithful” (Doctrine and Covenants 138:41) and “the Friend of
God” (James 2:23). Millions today honor him as their direct ancestor, and
others have been adopted into his family through conversion to the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Yet Abraham himself came from a troubled family—his father,
who had abandoned the true worship of God, tried to have Abraham
sacrificed to false gods. In spite of this, Abraham’s desire was “to be a greater
follower of righteousness” (Abraham 1:2), and the account of his life shows
that God honored his desire. Abraham’s life stands as a testimony that no
matter what a person’s family history has been, the future can be filled with
hope.



COME FOLLOW ME: OLD TESTAMENT




THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM

TRANSLATED FROM THE PAPYRUS, BY JOSEPH SMITH

A Translation of some ancient Records that have fallen into our hands from the cata-
combs of Egypt. The writings of Abraham while he was in Egypt, called the Book of
Abraham, written by his own hand, upon papyrus.

CHAPTER 1

Abraham seeks the blessings of the pa-
triarchal order—He is persecuted by
false priests in Chaldea—Jehovah saves
him—The origins and government of
Egypt are reviewed.

N the land of the “Chaldeans, at
Ithe residence of my fathers, I,

PAbraham, saw that it was need-
ful for me to obtain another place
of ‘residence;

2 And, finding there was greater
“happiness and peace and rest for
me, I sought for the blessings of the
fathers, and the right whereunto I
should be ordained to administer the
same; having been myself a follower
of brighteousness, desiring also to
be one who possessed great ‘knowl-
edge, and to be a greater follower of
righteousness, and to possess a greater
knowledge, and to be a father of
many “nations, a prince of peace,
and ¢desiring to receive instructions,
and to keep the commandments of
God, I became a rightful heir, a’High
Priest, holding the right belonging
to the fathers.

3 It was “conferred upon me from

the fathers; it came down from the
fathers, from the beginning of time,
yea, even from the beginning, or
before the foundation of the earth,
down to the present time, even the
right of the °®firstborn, or the first
man, who i1s ‘Adam, or first father,
through the fathers unto me.

4 1 sought for mine “appointment
unto the Priesthood according to the
appointment of God unto the *fathers
concerning the seed.

5 My “4fathers, having turned from
their righteousness, and from the
holy commandments which the Lord
their God had given unto them, unto
the worshiping of the ?gods of the
‘heathen, utterly refused to hearken
to my voice;

6 For their “hearts were set to do
bevil, and were wholly turned to
the god of ‘Elkenah, and the god of
Libnah, and the god of Mahmackrah,
and the god of Korash, and the god
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt;

7 Therefore they turned their
hearts to the sacrifice of the “heathen
in offering up their children unto
these dumb idols, and hearkened not
unto my voice, but endeavored to

1 1a Abr. 1:20 (20-30);

D&C 42:61.

TG Adam.

take away my °life by the hand of
the priest of Elkenah. The priest
of Elkenah was also the priest of
Pharaoh.

8 Now, at this time it was the cus-
tom of the priest of Pharaoh, the
king of Egypt, to offer up upon the
altar which was built in the land
of Chaldea, for the offering unto
these strange gods, men, women,
and children.

9 And it came to pass that the
priest made an offering unto the god
of Pharaoh, and also unto the god of
Shagreel, even after the manner of
the Egyptians. Now the god of
Shagreel was the sun.

10 Even the thank-offering of a
child did the “priest of Pharaoh of-
fer upon the altar which stood by
the hill called Potiphar’s Hill, at the
head of the plain of Olishem.

11 Now, this priest had offered upon
this altar three virgins at one time,
who were the daughters of Onitah,
one of the royal descent directly from
the loins of “Ham. These virgins were
offered up because of their virtue;
they would not *bow down to wor-
ship gods of wood or of stone, there-
fore they were killed upon this altar,
and it was done after the manner of
the Egyptians.

12 And it came to pass that the
priests laid violence upon me, that
they might slay me also, as they did
those virgins upon this altar; and
that you may have a knowledge of
this altar, I will refer you to the rep-
resentation at the commencement
of this record.

13 It was made after the form of
a bedstead, such as was had among
the Chaldeans, and it stood be-
fore the gods of Elkenah, Libnah,
Mahmackrah, Korash, and also a

god like unto that of Pharaoh, king
of Egypt.

14 That you may have an un-
derstanding of these gods, I have
given you the fashion of them in
the figures at the beginning, which
manner of figures is called by the
Chaldeans Rahleenos, which signi-
fies hieroglyphics.

15 And as they lifted up their hands
upon me, that they might offer me
up and take away my life, behold, I
lifted up my voice unto the Lord my
God, and the Lord *hearkened and
heard, and he filled me with the vi-
sion of the Almighty, and the angel
of his presence stood by me, and
immediately Punloosed my bands;

16 And his voice was unto me:
“Abraham, Abraham, behold, my
bname is Jehovah, and I have heard
thee, and have come down to deliver
thee, and to take thee away from
thy °father’s house, and from all thy
kinsfolk, into a strange ¢land which
thou knowest not of;

17 And this because they have
turned their “hearts away from me,
to worship the god of Elkenah, and
the god of Libnah, and the god of
Mahmackrah, and the god of Korash,
and the god of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt; therefore I have come down
to Pvisit them, and to destroy him
who hath lifted up his hand against
thee, Abraham, my son, to take away
thy life.

18 Behold, I will lead thee by my
hand, and I will take thee, to put upon
thee my name, even the Priesthood
of thy father, and my power shall
be over thee.

19 As it was with “Noah so shall it
be with thee; but through thy min-
istry my name shall be known in
the earth ‘forever, for I am thy God.

7b Abr. 1:15, 17, 30.

and Seasons, March 1,

d TG Promised Lands.



CHAPTER 1

Abraham seeks the blessings of the pa-
triarchal order—He is persecuted by
false priests in Chaldea—Jehovah saves
him—The origins and government of
Egypt are reviewed.

N the land of the *Chaldeans, at
Ithe residence of my fathers, I,
"Abraham, saw_that it was need:
ful { for me ‘, | obtam ,another‘ place

"2 And, fmdmg there was greater
‘happiness and peace and rest for
me, I sought for the blessings of the
fathers, and the right whereunto I
should be ordained to administer the
same; having been myself a follower
of ’righteousness, desiring also to
be one who possessed great cknowl-
edge, and to be a greater follower of
righteousness, and to possess a greater
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the fathers; it came down from the
fathers, from the beginning of time,
yea, even from the beginning, or
before the foundation of the earth,
down to the present time, even the
right of the °firstborn, or the first
man, who is ‘Adam, or first father,
through the fathers unto me.

4 1 sought for mine “appointment
unto the Priesthood according to the
appointment of God unto the *fathers
concerning the seed.

5 My “fathers, having turned from
their righteousness, and from the
holy commandments which the Lord
their God had given unto them, unto
the worshiping of the ?gods of the
‘heathen, utterly refused to hearken
to my voice;

6 For their *hearts were set to do

bevil, and were wholly turned to
the god of ‘Elkenah, and the god of
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Neal A. Maxwell

“Desire denotes a real longing or
craving. ...

“... What we insistently desire, over
time, is what we will eventually
become and what we will receive in
eternity”

(Neal A. Maxwell, “According to the Desire of
[Our] Hearts,” GC Oct. 1996, Ensign, Nov.
1996, 21)

the residence of my fathers, I,
PAbraham, saw that it was need-
ful for me to obtain another place

Nf ‘recidence-
2 And, finding there was greater
‘happiness and peace and rest for
me, I sought for the blessings of the
fathers, and the right whereunto I
should be ordained to administer the
same; having been myself a follower
of *righteousness, desiring also to
be one who possessed great cknowl-
edge, and to be a greater follower of
righteousness, and to possess a greater
knowledge, and to be a father of
many %nations, a prince of peace,
and ¢desiring to receive instructions,
and to keep the commandments of
God, I became a rightful heir, a’High
Priest, holding the right belonging
to the fathers.
was cconiterred upon me irom
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President Dallin H. Oaks

“As important as it is to lose every
desire for sin, eternal life requires
more. To achieve our eternal
destiny, we will desire and work for
the qualities required to become an
eternal being. ... If this seems too
difficult—and surely it is not easy
for any of us—then we should
begin with a desire for such
qualities and call upon our loving
Heavenly Father for help with our
feelings [see Moroni 7:48]"

(“Desire,” Ensign or Liahona, Apr. GC 2011,
May 2011, 44-45).

the residence of my fathers, I,
PAbraham, saw that it was need-
ful for me to obtain another place

Nf crecidence:
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2 And, finding there was greater
‘happiness and peace and rest for
me, I sought for the blessings of the
fathers, and the right whereunto I
should be ordained to administer the
same; having been myself a follower
of brighteousness, desiring also to
be one who possessed great cknowl-
edge, and to be a greater follower of
righteousness, and to possess a greater
knowledge, and to be a father of
many %nations, a prince of peace,
and ¢desiring to receive instructions,
and to keep the commandments of
God, I became a rightful heir, a’High
Priest, holding the right belonging
to the fathers.
was 2conierred upon me rrom




Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

“The word seek means to go in
search of, try to discover, try to
acquire. It requires an active,
assertive approach to life. ... It is
the opposite of passively waiting
for something good to come to us,
with no effort on our part”

(Joseph B. Wirthlin, “Seeking the Good,” GC
Apr. 1992, Ensign, May 1992, 86).

the residence of my fathers, I,
PAbraham, saw that it was need-
ful for me to obtain another place

Nf crecidence:
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2 And, finding there was greater
‘happiness and peace and rest for
me, I sought for the blessings of the
fathers, and the right whereunto I
should be ordained to administer the
same; having been myself a follower
of brighteousness, desiring also to
be one who possessed great cknowl-
edge, and to be a greater follower of
righteousness, and to possess a greater
knowledge, and to be a father of
many %nations, a prince of peace,
and ¢desiring to receive instructions,
and to keep the commandments of
God, I became a rightful heir, a’High
Priest, holding the right belonging
to the fathers.
was cconiterred upon me irom




The Blessings Abraham Desired

the blessings of the fathers, and the right
whereunto | should be ordained to
administer the same

to be one who possessed great knowledge
to be a greater follower of righteousness

to possess a greater knowledge

to be a father of many nations, a prince of
peace

to receive instructions

to keep the commandments of God

the residence of my fathers, I,
PAbraham, saw that it was need-
ful for me to obtain another place

Nf ‘recidence-
2 And, finding there was greater
‘happiness and peace and rest for
me, I sought for the blessings of the
fathers, and the right whereunto I
should be ordained to administer the
same; having been myself a follower
of brighteousness, desiring also to
be one who possessed great cknowl-
edge, and to be a greater follower of
righteousness, and to possess a greater
knowledge, and to be a father of
many %nations, a prince of peace,
and ¢desiring to receive instructions,
and to keep the commandments of
God, I became a rightful heir, a’High
Priest, holding the right belonging
to the fathers.
was 2conierred upon me rrom
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4 1 sought for mine “appointment
unto the Priesthood according to the
appomtment of God unto the *fathers
DTICETTIINE 1€ Seec
5 My “fathers, having turned from
their r1ghteousness and from the
holy commandments which the Lord
their God had given unto them, unto
the worshiping of the ?gods of the
‘heathen, utterly refused to hearken
to my voice;

6 For their “hearts were set to do
bevil, and were wholly turned to
the god of ‘Elkenah, and the god of
Libnah, and the god of Mahmackrah,
and the god of Korash, and the god
of Pharaoh, King of Egypt;

7 Therefore they turned their
hearts to the sacrifice of the “heathen
in offering up their children unto
these dumb i1dols, and hearkened not
unto my voice, but endeavored to

take away my °’life by the hand of
the priest of Elkenah. The priest
of Elkenah was also the priest of
Pharaoh.
™y [N vv 2 ( Y1 € W ¢
tom of the priest of Pharaoh the
king of Egypt, to offer up upon the
altar which was built in the land
of Chaldea, for the offering unto
these strange gods, men, women,
and children.

9 And it came to pass that the
priest made an offering unto the god
of Pharaoh, and also unto the god of
Shagreel, even after the manner of
the Egyptians. Now the god of
Shagreel was the sun.

10 Even the thank-offering of a
child did the “priest of Pharaoh of-
fer upon the altar which stood by
the hill called Potiphar’s Hill, at the
head of the plain of Olishem.

11T Now this oriest had offered uopon




8 Now, at this time it was the cus-
tom of the priest of Pharaoh, the
king of Egypt, to offer up upon the
altar which was built in the land
of Chaldea, for the offering unto
these strange gods, men, women,
and children.

priest made an offering unto the god
of Pharaoh, and also unto the god of
Shagreel, even after the manner of
the Egyptians. Now the god of
Shagreel was the sun.

10 Even the thank-offering of a
child did the “priest of Pharaoh of-
fer upon the altar which stood by
the hill called Potiphar’s Hill, at the
aVaYaVa BN A O 1 11 O Yich ons

11 Now, this priest had offered upon
this altar three virgins at one time,
who were the daughters of Onitah,
one of the royal descent directly from
the loins of “Ham. These virgins were
offered up because of their virtue;
they would not ?bow down to wor-
ship gods of wood or of stone, there-
fore they were Kkilled upon this altar,
and it was done after the manner of

Daughters of Onitahsunfinished) by Jay Fullmer the Egyptians.
o - )\ : ,




Elder Neal A. Maxwell discussed these three virtuous young women, along with three
exceptionally faithful young men—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego (see Daniel
3:12-30)—as “marvelous models on enduring uncertainty and on trusting God”:

Daughters of Onitah (unfinished) by Jajﬁullmeyr



“Matching those three young men are three young women whose names we do not
have. They are mentioned in the book of Abraham, remarkable young women about
whom | am anxious to know more. They were actually sacrificed upon the altar because
‘they would not bow down to worship [an idol] of wood or stone’ (Abraham 1:11). Some
day the faithful will get to meet them”

(Neal A. Maxwell, “Not My Will, But Thine” [1988], 119-20).

Daughters of Onitah (unfinished) by Jajﬁullmeyr



fore they were killed upon this altar,
and it was done after the manner of
the Egyptians.

12 And it came to pass that the
priests laid violence upon me, that
they might slay me also, as they did
those virgins upon this altar; and
that you may have a knowledge of
this altar, I will refer you to the rep-
resentation at the commencement
of this record.

13 It was made after the form of

a bedstead, such as was had among
1e _Chaldeans. and i 00d _be-

fore the gods of Elkenah, Libnah,
Mahmackrah, Korash, and also a

7b Abr. 1:15, 17, 30.

and Seasons, March 1,

Mahmackrah, and the god o
and the god of Pharaoh,
Egypt; therefore 1 have cot
to bvisit them, and to des
who hath lifted up his han
thee, Abraham, my son, to t
thy life.

18 Behold, I will lead the
hand, and I will take thee, to
thee my name, even the P1
of thy father, and my poxv
be over thee.

19 As it was with “Noah s
be with thee; but through
istry my name shall be Kk
the earth “forever, for I am
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13 It was made after the form of a bedstead, such as was had

among the Chaldeans, and it stood before the gods of
Elkenah, Libnah, Mahmackrah, Korash, and also a god like
unto that of Pharaoh, king of Egypt.

14 That you may have an understanding of these gods, I have
given you the fashion of them in the figures at the beginning,

which manner of figures is called by the Chaldeans
Rahleenos, which signifies hieroglyphics.

15 And as they lifted up their hands upon me, that they might

offer me up and take away my life, behold, I lifted up my
voice unto the Lord my God, and the Lord hearkened and

)




fore they were killed upon this altar,
and it was done after the manner of
the Egyptians.

12 And it came to pass that the
priests laid violence upon me, that
they might slay me also, as they did
those virgins upon this altar; and
that you may have a knowledge of
this altar, I will refer you to the rep-
resentation at the commencement
of this record.

13 It was made after the form of

a bedstead, such as was had among
1e _Chaldeans. and i 00d _be-

fore the gods of Elkenah, Libnah,
Mahmackrah, Korash, and also a

7b Abr. 1:15, 17, 30.
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Mahmackrah, and the god o
and the god of Pharaoh,
Egypt; therefore 1 have cot
to bvisit them, and to des
who hath lifted up his han
thee, Abraham, my son, to t
thy life.

18 Behold, I will lead the
hand, and I will take thee, to
thee my name, even the P1
of thy father, and my poxv
be over thee.

19 As it was with “Noah s
be with thee; but through
istry my name shall be Kk
the earth ‘forever, for I am
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14 That you may have an un-
derstanding of these gods, I have
given you the fashion of them in
the figures at the beginning, which
manner of figures is called by the
Chaldeanwhich signi-
fies hieroglyphics.

15 And as they lifted up their hands
upon me, that they might offer me
up and take away my life, behold, I
lifted up my voice unto the Lord my
God, and the Lord ?hearkened and
heard, and he filled me with the vi-
sion of the Almighty, and the angel
of his presence stood by me, and

immediately ®unloosed my bands;
16 And his voice was unto me:
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15 And as they lifted up their hands
upon me, that they might offer me
up and take away my life, behold, I
lifted up my voice unto the Lord my
God, and the Lord *hearkened and
heard, and he filled me with the vi-
sion of the Almighty, and the angel
of his presence stood by me, and
immediately Punloosed my bands;

16 And his voice was unto me:
“‘Abraham, Abraham, behold, my
name is Jehovah, and I have heard
thee, and have come down to deliver
thee, and to take thee away from
thy ¢father’s house, and from all thy
kinsfolk, into a strange 4land which
thou knowest not of;

17 And this because they have

turned their *hearts away from me,
tn wnrehin the ond nf Klkeenah and

A FACSIMILE FROM THE BOOK OF ABRAHAM
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turned their “hearts away from me
to worship the god of Elkenah, and
the god of Libnah, and the god of
Mahmackrah, and the god of Korash,
and the god of Pharaoh, King of
Egypt; therefore I have come down
to bvisit them, and to destroy him
who hath lifted up his hand against
thee, Abraham, my son, to take away
thy life.

18 Behold, I will lead thee by my
hand, and I will take thee, to put upon
thee my name, even the Priesthood
of thy father, and my power shall
be over thee.

19 As it was with “Noah so shall it
be with thee; but through thy min-
istry my ’name shall be known in
the earth forever, for I am thy God.

Y 4 -2 ™S & 4 Y
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17 And this because they have
turned their “hearts away from me,
to worship the god of Elkenah, and
the god of Libnah, and the god of
Mahmackrah, and the god of Korash,
and the god of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt; therefore I have come down
to bvisit them, and to destroy him
who hath lifted up his hand against
thee, Abraham, my son, to take away
thy life.

18 Behold, I will lead thee by my
hand, and I will take thee, to put upon
thee my name, even the Priesthood
of thy father, and my power shall
be over thee.

19 As it was with “Noah so shall it
be with thee; but through thy min-
istry my Yname shall be known in
the earth ¢forever, for I am thy God.

d TG Promised Lands.

20 Behold, Potiphar’s Hill was in
the land of 2Ur, of Chaldea. And
the Lord broke down the altar of
Elkenah, and of the gods of the
land, and utterly destroyed them,
and smote the priest that he died;
and there was great mourning in
Chaldea, and also in the court of
Pharaoh; which Pharaoh signifies
king by royal blood.

21 Now this king of Egypt was a
descendant from the “loins of *"Ham,
and was a partaker of the blood of
the ¢Canaanites by birth.

22 From this descent sprang all
the Egyptians, and thus the blood
of the *Canaanites was preserved
in the land.

23 The land of “Egypt being first
discovered by a woman, who was the
daughter of Ham, and the daughter



turned their “hearts away from me
to worship the god of Elkenah, and
the god of Libnah, and the god of
Mahmackrah, and the god of Korash,
and the god of Pharaoh, King of
Egypt; therefore I have come down
to bvisit them, and to destroy him
who hath lifted up his hand against
thee, Abraham, my son, to take away
thy life.

18 Behold, I will lead thee by my
hand, and I will take thee, to put upon
thee my name, even the Priesthood
of thy father, and my power shall
be over thee.

19 As it was with “Noah so shall it
be with thee; but through thy min-
istry my ’name shall be known in
the earth forever, for I am thy God.
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of the creation, for the “records have
come into my hands, which I hold
Into this present time

29 Now, after the priest of Elkenah
was smitten that he died, there came
a fulfilment of those things which
were said unto me concerning the
land of Chaldea, that there should
be a “famine in the land.

30 Accordingly a famine prevailed
throughout all the land of Chaldea,
and my father was sorely tormented
because of the famine, and he re-
pented of the evil which he had de-
termined against me, to take away
my “life.

B3UT tNE °records oOr the ractners,
even the patriarchs, concerning the
right of Priesthood, the Lord my
God preserved in mine own hands;

Genesis 11

31 And Terah took Abram his son,
and Lot the son of Haran his son’s
son, and Sarai his daughter in law,
his son Abram’s wife; and they went
forth with them from Ur of the
2Chaldees, to go into the land of *Ca-
naan; and they came unto ‘Haran,
and dwelt there.

32 And the days of Terah were two
hundred and five years: and Terah
died in Haran.



20 Behold, Potiphar’s Hill was in
the land of 4Ur, of Chaldea. And
the Lord broke down the altar of
Elkenah, and of the gods of the
land, and utterly destroyed them,
and smote the priest that he died;
and there was great mourning in
Chaldea, and also in the court of
Pharaoh; which Pharaoh signifies
king by royal blood.

21 Now this king of Egypt was a
descendant from the “loins of "Ham,
and was a partaker of the blood of
the ¢Canaanites by birth.

22 From this descent sprang all
the Egyptians, and thus the blood
of the “Canaanites was preserved
in the land.

23 The land of “Egypt being first
discovered by a woman, who was the
daughter of Ham, and the daughter
of Egyptus, which in the Chaldean
signifies Egypt, which signifies that
which is forbidden;

24 When this woman discovered
the land it was under water, who
afterward settled her sons in it; and
thus, from Ham, sprang that race
which preserved the curse in the
land.

25 Now the first government of
Egypt was established by Pharaoh,
the eldest son of Egyptus, the daugh-
ter of Ham, and it was after the
manner of the government of Ham,
which was patriarchal.

26 Pharaoh, being a righteous man,
established his kingdom and judged
his people wisely and justly all his
days, seeking earnestly to imitate
that “order established by the fathers
in the first generations, in the days
of the first patriarchal reign, even
in the reign of Adam, and also of

The origins of the government of Egypt are explained

Noah, his father, who blessed him
with the ?blessings of the earth,
and with the blessings of wisdom,
but cursed him as pertaining to the
Priesthood.

27 Now, Pharaoh being of that lin-
eage by which he could not have
the right of “Priesthood, notwith-
standing the Pharaohs would fain
bclaim it from Noah, through Ham,
therefore my father was led away by
their idolatry;

28 But I shall endeavor, hereafter,
to delineate the chronology running
back from myself to the beginning
of the creation, for the “records have
come into my hands, which I hold
unto this present time.

29 Now, after the priest of Elkenah
was smitten that he died, there came
a fulfilment of those things which
were said unto me concerning the
land of Chaldea, that there should
be a “famine in the land.

30 Accordingly a famine prevailed
throughout all the land of Chaldea,
and my father was sorely tormented
because of the famine, and he re-
pented of the evil which he had de-
termined against me, to take away
my “life.

31 But the “records of the fathers,
even the patriarchs, concerning the
right of Priesthood, the Lord my
God preserved in mine own hands;
therefore a knowledge of the begin-
ning of the creation, and also of the
®planets, and of the stars, as they
were made known unto the fathers,
have I kept even unto this day, and I
shall endeavor to write some of these
things upon this ‘record, for the ben-
efit of my posterity that shall come
after me.

2700 Gen 11:28: Ps 10523
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Abraham is entrusted as a record keeper



20 Behold, Potiphar’s Hill was in
the land of 4Ur, of Chaldea. And
the Lord broke down the altar of
Elkenah, and of the gods of the
land, and utterly destroyed them,
and smote the priest that he died;
and there was great mourning in
Chaldea, and also in the court of
Pharaoh; which Pharaoh signifies
king by royal blood.

21 Now this king of Egypt was a
descendant from the “loins of °Ham,
and was a partaker of the blood of
the ‘Canaanites by birth.

22 From this descent sprang all
the Egyptians, and thus the blood
of the “Canaanites was preserved
in the land.

23 The land of “Egypt being first
discovered by a woman, who was the
daughter of Ham, and the daughter
of Egyptus, which in the Chaldean
signifies Egypt, which signifies that
which is forbidden;

24 When this woman discovered
the land it was under water, who
afterward settled her sons in it; and
thus, from Ham, sprang that race
which preserved the curse in the
land.

25 Now the first government of
Egypt was established by Pharaoh,
the eldest son of Egyptus, the daugh-
ter of Ham, and it was after the
manner of the government of Ham,
which was patriarchal.

26 Pharaoh, being a righteous man,
established his kingdom and judged
his people wisely and justly all his
days, seeking earnestly to imitate
that “order established by the fathers
in the first generations, in the days
of the first patriarchal reign, even
in the reign of Adam, and also of
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Noah, his father, who blessed him
with the ?blessings of the earth,
and with the blessings of wisdom,
but cursed him as pertaining to the
Priesthood.

27 Now, Pharaoh being of that lin-
eage by which he could not have
the right of “Priesthood, notwith-
standing the Pharaohs would fain
bclaim it from Noah, through Ham,
therefore my father was led away by
their idolatry;

28 But I shall endeavor, hereafter,
to delineate the chronology running
back from myself to the beginning
of the creation, for the “records have
come into my hands, which I hold
unto this present time.

29 Now, after the priest of Elkenah
was smitten that he died, there came
a fulfilment of those things which
were said unto me concerning the
land of Chaldea, that there should
be a “famine in the land.

30 Accordingly a famine prevailed
throughout all the land of Chaldea,
and my father was sorely tormented
because of the famine, and he re-
pented of the evil which he had de-
termined against me, to take away
my “life.

31 But the “records of the fathers,
even the patriarchs, concerning the
right of Priesthood, the Lord my
God preserved in mine own hands;
therefore a knowledge of the begin-
ning of the creation, and also of the
®planets, and of the stars, as they
were made known unto the fathers,
have I kept even unto this day, and I
shall endeavor to write some of these
things upon this ‘record, for the ben-
efit of my posterity that shall come
after me.
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Abraham is entrusted as a record keeper

Elder Bruce R. McConkie

“..Abraham, who received theocratic
power from Melchizedek, went down into
Egypt. There he found a descendant of
Ham, reigning as Pharaoh, whose
government was patterned after the
patriarchal governments of old, but
which was devoid of priesthood and
revelation, and hence, as far as worship is
concerned—a worship prescribed,
mandated, and commanded by pharaoh
—had turned to idolatry. (Abraham 1:20-
27.)"

(Elder Bruce R. McConkie, “A New Witness for the
Articles of Faith” [1985], 660).
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The Lord begins to explain the covenant He will make with Abraham

CHAPTER 2

Abraham leaves Ur to go to Canaan—
Jehovah appears to him at Haran—All
gospel blessings are promised to his seed
and through his seed to all—He goes
to Canaan and on to Egypt.

Now the Lord God caused the “fam-
ine to wax sore in the land of Ur,
insomuch that *Haran, my broth-
er, died; but ‘Terah, my father,
yet lived in the land of Ur, of the
Chaldees.

2 And it came to pass that I, Abra-
ham, took #Sarai to wife, and ?’Nahor,
my brother, took Milcah to wife, who
was the ‘daughter of Haran.

3 Now the Lord had “said unto me:
Abraham, get thee out of thy coun-
try, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that
I will show thee.

4 Therefore I left the land of 4Ur,
of the Chaldees, to go into the land
of Canaan; and I took Lot, my broth-
er’s son, and his wife, and Sarai my
wife; and also my °father followed
after me, unto the land which we
denominated Haran.

5 And the famine abated; and my
father tarried in Haran and dwelt
there, as there were many flocks in
Haran; and my father turned again
unto his “idolatry, therefore he con-
tinued in Haran.

6 But I, Abraham, and Lot, my

brother’s son, prayed unto the Lord,
and the Lord “appeared unto me,
and said unto me: Arise, and take
Lot with thee; for I have purposed
to take thee away out of Haran, and
to make of thee a ®minister to bear
my ‘name in a strange 4land which
I will give unto thy seed after thee
for an everlasting possession, when
they hearken to my voice.

7 For I am the Lord thy God; I dwell
in “heaven; the earth is my °?foot-
stool; I stretch my hand over the sea,
and it obeys my voice; I cause the
wind and the fire to be my °char-
iot; I say to the mountains—Depart
hence—and behold, they are taken
away by a whirlwind, in an instant,
suddenly.

8 My “name is Jehovah, and I °’know
the end from the beginning; therefore
my hand shall be over thee.

9 And I will make of thee a great
apation, and I will ®bless thee above
measure, and make thy name great
among all nations, and thou shalt be
a blessing unto thy seed after thee,
that in their hands they shall bear
this ministry and ‘Priesthood unto
all nations;

10 And I will *bless them through
thy name; for as many as receive
this °*Gospel shall be called after thy
‘name, and shall be accounted thy
idseed, and shall rise up and Dbless
thee, as their ¢father;

2 1a Abr. 1:29. b TG Delegation of Isa. 9:3; 26:15;
b Gen. 11:28. Responsibility. Acts 13:26; Abr. 3:14.
¢ Gen. 11:24 (24-26); ¢ Gen. 12:3; b Gen. 12:2 (1-3); 49:26;
1 Chr. 1:26. Abr. 1:19. Ps. 105:10 (8-10);
2a Gen. 11:29; 12:5. d Gen. 13:15; 17:8; 48:4; 1 Ne. 17:40;
b Gen. 11:27; Ex. 33:1; 2 Ne. 29:14;
22:23 (20-24). 1 Ne. 10:3; 3 Ne. 20:27;

11 And Iwill “bless them that bless
thee, and Pcurse them that curse
thee; and in thee (that is, in thy
Priesthood) and in thy °seed (that is,
thy Priesthood), for I give unto thee
a promise that this 4right shall con-
tinue in thee, and in thy seed after
thee (that is to say, the literal seed,
or the seed of the body) shall all the
families of the earth be blessed, even
with the blessings of the Gospel,
which are the blessings of salvation,
even of life eternal.

12 Now, after the Lord had with-
drawn from speaking to me, and
withdrawn his face from me, I said
in my heart: Thy servant has “sought
thee earnestly; now I have found
thee;

13 Thou didst send thine angel to
?deliver me from the gods of Elkenah,
and I will do well to hearken unto
thy voice, therefore let thy servant
rise up and depart in peace.

14 So I, Abraham, departed as the
Lord had said unto me, and Lot with
me; and I, Abraham, was %sixty and
two years old when I departed out
of Haran.

15 And Itook Sarai, whom I took to
wife when I was in Ur, in Chaldea,
and Lot, my brother’s son, and all
our substance that we had gathered,
and the souls that we had “won in
Haran, and came forth in the way
to the land of Canaan, and dwelt in
tents as we came on our way;,

16 Therefore, “eternity was our
covering and our °rock and our sal-
vation, as we journeyed from Haran
by the way of ¢Jershon, to come to
the land of Canaan.

17 Now I, Abraham, built an ¢altar
in the land of Jershon, and made an
offering unto the Lord, and prayed
that the *famine might be turned
away from my father’s house, that
they might not perish.

18 And then we passed from Jershon
through the land unto the place
of Sechem; it was situated in the
plains of Moreh, and we had al-
ready come into the borders of the
land of the ¢“Canaanites, and 1 of-
fered Psacrifice there in the plains
of Moreh, and called on the Lord
devoutly, because we had already
come into the land of this idolatrous
nation.

19 And the Lord “appeared unto
me in answer to my prayers, and
said unto me: Unto thy seed will I
give this *land.

20 And I, Abraham, arose from the
place of the altar which I had built
unto the Lord, and removed from
thence unto a mountain on the east
of “Bethel, and pitched my tent there,
Bethel on the west, and *Hai on the
east; and there I built another caltar
unto the Lord, and ¢called again upon
the name of the Lord.

21 And I, Abraham, journeyed, go-
ing on still towards the south; and
there was a continuation of a famine
in the land; and I, Abraham, concluded
to go down into Egypt, to sojourn
there, for the famine became very
grievous.

22 And it came to pass when I was
come near to enter into Egypt, the
Lord “4said unto me: Behold, Sarai,
thy wife, is a very fair woman to
look upon;
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The Lord begins to explain the covenant He will make with Abraham

3 Now the ord had ¢4said unto me:

Abraham, get thee out of thy coun-

try, and from thy kindred, and from
thy father’s house, unto a land that
I will show thee.

‘ E€rerore A€ land Ol 2 UT,
of the Chaldees, to go into the land
of Canaan; and I took Lot, my broth-
er’s son, and his wife, and Sarai my
wife; and also my °father followed
after me, unto the land which we
denominated Haran.

5 And the famine abated; and my
father tarried in Haran and dwelt
there, as there were many flocks in
Haran; and my father turned again
unto his “idolatry, therefore he con-
tinued in Haran.

6 But I, Abraham, and Lot, my

nence—anda nenoilda, tney are |
away by a whirlwind, in an in.
suddenly.

8 My “name is Jehovah,and 1°
the end from the beginning; thet
my hand shall be over thee.

9 And I will make of thee a
anation, and I will ®bless thee :
measure, and make thy name
among all nations, and thou sh
a blessing unto thy seed after
that in their hands they shall
this ministry and ¢Priesthood
all nations;

10 And I will ¢bless them tht
thy name; for as many as re
this °Gospel shall be called afte
‘name, and shall be accounte
iseed, and shall rise up and
thee, as their ¢father;
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CHAPTER 2

\braham leaves Ur to go to Canaan—
ehovah appears to him at Haran—All
ospel blessings are promised to his seed
nd through his seed to all—He goes
) Canaan and on to Egypt.

\OW the Lord God caused the “fam-
ne to wax sore in the land of Ur,
nsomuch that *Haran, my broth-
r, died; but ‘Terah, my father,
et lived in the land of Ur, of the
‘haldees.

2 And it came to pass that I, Abra-
am, took 4Sarai to wife, and *Nahor,
1y brother, took Milcah to wife, who
vas the ‘daughter of Haran.

3 Now the Lord had 4said unto me:
\braham, get thee out of thy coun-

brother’s son, prayed unto the Lord,
and the Lord “appeared unto me,
and said unto me: Arise, and take
Lot with thee; for I have purposed
to take thee away out of Haran, and
to make of thee a *minister to bear
ny ‘name in a strange Yland which
‘give unto thy seed after thee
for an everlasting possession, when
they hearken to my voice.

TOT I am the Lord thy Goa:
in “heaven; the earth is my °foot-
stool; I stretch my hand over the sea,
and it obeys my voice; I cause the
wind and the fire to be my ‘char-
iot; I say to the mountains—Depart
hence—and behold, they are taken
away by a whirlwind, in an instant,
suddenly.
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\OW the Lord God caused the “fam-
ne to wax sore in the land of Ur,
nsomuch that *Haran, my broth-
r, died; but ‘Terah, my father,
et lived in the land of Ur, of the
‘haldees.

2 And it came to pass that I, Abra-
am, took ¢Sarai to wife, and *Nahor,
ny brother, took Milcah to wife, who
vas the ‘daughter of Haran.

3 Now the Lord had 4said unto me:
\braham, get thee out of thy coun-
ry, and from thy Kindred, and from
hy father’s house, unto a land that
will show thee.

4 Therefore I left the land of “Ur,
f the Chaldees, to go into the land
f Canaan; and I took Lot, my broth-
1r’s son, and his wife, and Sarai my
/ife: and also mv father followed

I W111 g1ve unto thy seed after thee
for an everlasting possession, when
they hearken to my voice.

7 For I am the Lord thy God; I dwell
in “heaven; the earth is my °foot-
stool; I stretch my hand over the sea,
and it obeys my voice; I cause the
wind and the fire to be my °char-
iot; I say to the mountains—Depart
hence—and behold, they are taken
away by a whirlwind, in an instant,
suddenly.

8 My “name is Jehovah, and I °’know
the end from the beginning; therefore
my hand shall be over thee.

9 And I will make of thee a great
anation, and I will ®bless thee above
measure, and make thy name great
among all nations, and thou shalt be
1 blessinge unto thv seed after thee.
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away by a whirlwind, in an instant,
suddenly.

8 My “name is Jehovah, and I °’know
the end from the beginning; therefore
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9 And I will make of thee a great
anation, and I will ®bless thee above
measure, and make thy name great
among all nations, and thou shalt be
a blessing unto thy seed after thee,
that in their hands they shall bear
this ministry and ¢Priesthood unto
all nations;

U And 1 will 4bless them throug

thy name; for as many as receive
this °Gospel shall be called after thy
‘name, and shall be accounted thy
iseed, and shall rise up and Dbless
thee, as their ¢father;

Abraham 3:14
The Lord is teaching him in the

nighttime seeing the stars
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away by a whirlwind, in an instant,
suddenly.

8 My “name is Jehovah, and I °’know
the end from the beginning; therefore
my hand shall be over thee.

9 And I will make of thee a great
anation, and I will ®bless thee above
measure, and make thy name great
among all nations, and thou shalt be
a blessing unto thy seed after thee,
that in their hands they shall bear
this ministry and °Priesthood unto
a (] TN

10 And I will ¢bless them through
thy name; for as many as receive
this °Gospel shall be called after thy
‘name, and shall be accounted thy
iseed, and shall rise up and bless
thee, as their ¢father;

David A. Bednar

“Truly, great responsibility rests
upon the seed of Abraham in these
latter days. ...

“... We are here upon the earth at
this time to magnify the priesthood
and to preach the gospel. That is
who we are, and that is why we are
here”

(David A. Bednar, “Becoming a Missionary,”
GC Oct 2005, Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2005,
47).
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12 Now, after the Lord had with-
drawn from speaking to me, and
withdrawn his face from me, I said
in my heart: Thy servant has *sought
thee earnestly; now I have found

thee;

13 Thou didst send thine angel to
*deliver me from the gods of Elkenah,
and I will do well to hearken unto

thy voice, therefore let thy servant

rise up and depart in peace.
Lord had said unto me, and Lot with
me; and I, Abraham, was %sixty and
two years old when I departed out
of Haran.

15 And I took Sarai, whom I took to

wife when I was in Ur, in Chaldea,
and Tot mv brother’s son and all
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of Moreh, and called on the
devoutly, because we had al
come into the land of this idol:
nation.

19 And the Lord “appeared
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| me in answer to my prayers

said unto me: Unto thy seed
give this ?land.

20 And I, Abraham, arose fro
place of the altar which I had
unto the Lord, and removed
thence unto a mountain on th
of “Bethel, and pitched my tent
Bethel on the west, and ?Hai ¢
east; and there I built another
unto the Lord, and ¢called again
the name of the Lord.

21 And I, Abraham, journeye

1o on Still towards the <ottt
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Genesis 12:5

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their substance that they
had gathered, and the souls that they had
gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into
the land of Canaan and into the land of
Canaan they came.

Abraham 2:15 clarifies what is meant by the

“souls they had gotten”

“and all our substance that we had gathered,

and the souls that we had won in Haran...” Ur @
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20 And I, Abraham, arose from the
place of the altar which I had built
unto the Lord, and removed from
thence unto a mountain on the east
of “Bethel, and pitched my tent there,
Bethel on the west, and *Hai on the
east; and there I built another caltar
unto the Lord, and 4called again upon
the name of the Lord.

21 And I, Abraham, journeyed, go-
ing on still towards the south; and
there was a continuation of a famine
in the land; and I, Abraham, concluded
to go down into Egypt, to sojourn
there, for the famine became very
orievous.

22 And it came to pass when I was
come near to enter into Egypt, the
Lord “%said unto me: Behold, Sarai,
thy wife, 1s a very fair woman to
look upon;
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¢ IE There is a possibility
that Abram traveled
southward on the
ancient route by way
of Damascus to the
Si1te of ancient Terash

b Abr. 1:29; 2:1.
18a Gen. 12:6.
b TG Sacrifice.
19a D&C 107:54 (53-54).
b Gen. 11:31 (27-31);
13:15- 17:8 (1-27):

The Lord warns Abraham about

the Egyptians

ABRAHAM 2:23-3:9

23 Therefore it shall come to pass,
when the Egyptians shall see her,
they will say—She is his wife; and
they will Kill you, but they will save
her alive; therefore see that ye do on
this wise:

24 Let her say unto the Egyptians,
she is thy sister, and thy soul shall live.

25 And it came to pass that I,
Abraham, told Sarai, my wife, all
that the Lord had said unto me—
Therefore say unto them, I pray thee,
thou art my 4sister, that it may be
well with me for thy sake, and my
soul shall live because of thee.

CHAPTER 3

Abraham learns about the sun, moon,
and stars by means of the Urim and
Thummim—The Lord reveals to him
the eternal nature of spirits—He learns
of pre-earth life, foreordination, the
Creation, the choosing of a Redeemer,
and the second estate of man.

revolu
after
being
ing to
where
reckot
cordin

5 Ans
planet
than t
even t
than t
in poi
in ord
becau.
upon
the re
many
of mo:

6 An
Abrah
hold t]
thee tc
and th
the ea:



195 o9dy, 1 pray
2sister: that it may be well with me
for thy sake; and my soul shall live
because of thee.

14 | And it came to pass, that,
when Abram was come into Egypt,
the Egyptians “beheld the woman
that she was very fair.

15 The princes also of Pharaoh
saw her, and commended her be-
fore Pharaoh: and the woman was
taken into Pharaoh’s house.

16 And he entreated Abram well
for her sake: and he had sheep,
and oxen, and he asses, and men-
servants, and maidservants, and
she asses, and camels.

17 And the LORD “plagued Pharaoh
and his house with great ’plagues
because of Sarai Abram’s wife.

18 And Pharaoh called Abram,
and said, What is this that thou hast
“done unto me? why didst thou not
tell me that she was thy wife?

19 Why saidst thou, She is my ?sis-
ter? so I might have taken her to
me to wife: now therefore behold
thy wife, take her, and go thy way.

20 And Pharaoh commanded his
men concerning him: and they

sent him away, and his wife, and
all that he had.

CHAPTER 13
Abram returns from Egypt—He and

L1cece, tou art 111y |
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at the beginning, between Beth-el
and *Hai;

4 Unto the place of the “altar,
which he had made there at the
first: and there Abram °called on the
name of the LORD.

5 ( And Lot also, which went with
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and
tents.

6 And the land was not able to
bear them, that they might dwell
together: for their substance was
great, so that they could not dwell
together.

7 And there was a strife between
the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and
the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the
Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled
then in the land.

8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let
there be no “strife, I pray thee, be-
tween me and thee, and between
my herdmen and thy herdmen; for
we be ’brethren.

9 Is not the whole land before thee?
separate thyself, I pray thee, from
me: if thou wilt take the left hand,
then I will go to the right; or if thou
depart to the right hand, then I will
20 to the left.

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and
beheld all the plain of Jordan, that
it was well watered every where,
before the LORD destroyed “Sodom
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and they will kill me, but they will
save thee alive.

13 Say, I pray thee, thou art my
asister: that it may be well with me
for thy sake; and my soul shall live
because of thee.

14  And it came to pass, that,
when Abram was come into Egypt,
the Egyptians “beheld the woman
that she was very fair.

15 The princes also of Pharaoh
saw her, and commended her be-
fore Pharaoh: and the woman was
taken into Pharaoh’s house.

16 And he entreated Abram well
for her sake: and he had sheep,
and oxen, and he asses, and men-
servants, and maidservants, and
she asses, and camels.

17 And the LORD “plagued Pharaoh
and his house with great ?plagues
because of Sarai Abram’s wife.

18 And Pharaoh called Abram,
and said, What is this that thou hast
“done unto me? why didst thou not
tell me that she was thy wife?

19 Why saidst thou, She is my “sis-
ter? so I might have taken her to
me to wife: now therefore behold
thy wife, take her, and go thy way.

20 And Pharaoh commanded his
men concerning him: and they
sent him away, and his wife, and

all that he had.

CHAPTER 13

Abram returns from Egypt—He and
Lot part—The Lord will make Abram’s
seed as the dust of the earth in num-
ber—Abram settles in Hebron.

AND Abram went up out of Egypt,
he, and his wife, and all that he had,
and Lot with him, into the south.
2 And Abram was very “rich in
cattle, in silver, and in gold.

3 And he went on his journeys
from the south even to “Beth-el, unto
the place where his tent had been
at the beginning, between Beth-el
and *Hai;

4 Unto the place of the “altar,
which he had made there at the
first: and there Abram °called on the
name of the LORD.

5 | And Lot also, which went with
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and
tents.

6 And the land was not able to
bear them, that they might dwell
together: for their substance was
great, so that they could not dwell
together.

7 And there was a strife between
the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and
the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the
Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled
then in the land.

8 And Abram said unto Lot, Let
there be no %strife, I pray thee, be-
tween me and thee, and between
my herdmen and thy herdmen; for
we be ’brethren.

9 Is not the whole land before thee?
separate thyself, I pray thee, from
me: if thou wilt take the left hand,
then I will go to the right; or if thou
depart to the right hand, then I will
g0 to the left.

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and
beheld all the plain of Jordan, that
it was well watered every where,
before the LORD destroyed “Sodom
and Gomorrah, even as the garden
of the LORD, like the land of Egypt,
as thou comest unto °Zoar.

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain
of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east:
and they separated themselves the
one from the other.

12 Abram dwelled in the land of
Canaan, and “Lot dwelled in the

13a Gen. 20:5 (1-18);

Abr. 2:25 (22-25).
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Abr. 1:21 (21-22, 27).
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cities of the plain, and pitched his
tent toward Sodom.

13 But the men of 4Sodom were
bwicked and sinners before the
LORD exceedingly.

14 | And the LORD said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou
art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and *westward:

15 For all the ¢land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to
thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy ?seed as the
bdust of the earth: so that if a man
can number the dust of the earth,
then shall thy seed also be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in
the length of it and in the breadth
of it; for I will give it unto thee.

18 Then Abram removed his tent,
and came and dwelt 4in the plain
of Mamre, which is in " Hebron, and
built there an caltar unto the LORD.

CHAPTER 14

Lot is captured in the battles of the
kings—He is rescued by Abram—
Melchizedek administers bread and
wine and blesses Abram—Abram pays
tithes—He declines to accept the spoils
of conquest.

AND it came to pass in the days of
Amraphel king of “Shinar, Arioch
king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king
of Elam, and Tidal king of nations;

2 That these made war with Bera
king of Sodom, and with Birsha king
of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah,
and Shemeber King of Zeboiim, and
the King of Bela, which is “Zoar.

3 All these were joined together

in the vale of Siddim, which is the
2salt sea.

4 Twelve years they served Che-
dorlaomer, and in the thirteenth
year they rebelled.

5 And in the fourteenth year came
Chedorlaomer, and the kings that
were with him, and smote the
“Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim,
and the °Zuzims in Ham, and the
‘Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,

6 And the “Horites in their mount
Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the
wilderness.

7 And they returned, and came to
En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and
smote all the country of the Amale-
Kkites, and also the Amorites, that
dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.

8 And there went out the King of
Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah,
and the king of Admah, and the king
of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the
same is Zoar;) and they joined bat-
tle with them in the vale of Siddim;

9 With Chedorlaomer the king of
Elam, and with Tidal king of na-
tions, and Amraphel king of Shinar,
and Arioch king of Ellasar; four
kings with five.

10 And the vale of Siddim was
full of *slimepits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell
there; and they that remained fled
to the mountain.

11 And they took all the goods of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their
victuals, and went their way.

12 And they took “Lot, Abram’s
brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom,
and his goods, and departed.

13 (] And there came one that had
escaped, and told Abram the “He-
brew; for he dwelt ®in the plain

13a Ezek. 16:49.

14a JST Gen. 13:12-13 ...
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Promised Lands.
b TG Homosexual Behavior. 16a Gen. 22:17; D&C 132:30;
Abr. 2:10; 3:14.
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5 (| And Lot also, which went with
Abram, had flocks, and herds, and
tents.

6 And the land was not able to
bear them, that they might dwell
together: for their substance was
oreat, so that they could not dwell
together.

7 And there was a strife between
the herdmen of Abram’s cattle and
the herdmen of Lot’s cattle: and the
1Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled
then in the land.

3 And Abram said unto Lot, Let
there be no 4strife, I pray thee, be-
tween me and thee, and between

my herdmen and thy herdmen; for
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’ 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and
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we be ’brethren.

9 Is not the whole land before thee?
separate thyself, I pray thee, from
me: if thou wilt take the left hand,
then I will go to the right; or if thou
depart to the right hand, then I will
o0 to the left.

10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and
beheld all the plain of Jordan, that
it was well watered every where,
before the LORD destroyed *Sodom
and Gomorrah, even as the garden
of the LORD, like the land of Egypt,
as thou comest unto *Zoar.

11 Then Lot chose him all the plain
of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east:
and they separated themselves the
one from the other.

12 Abram dwelled in the land of
Canaan, and “¢Lot dwelled in the

r. 2:25 (22-25).
11. 24:35.
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Abr. 1:21 (21-22, 27).
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cities of the plain, and pitched his
tent toward Sodom.
“But the men of “Sodom were
wicked and sinners before the
LORD exceedingly.

14 | And the LORD said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou
art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and *westward:

15 For all the “land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to
thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy ?seed as the
bdust of the earth: so that if a man
can number the dust of the earth,
then shall thy seed also be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in
the length of it and in the breadth
of it; for I will give it unto thee.

18 Then Abram removed his tent,
and came and dwelt 1n the plain
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cities of the plain, and pitched his
tent toward Sodom.
“But the men of “Sodom were
wicked and sinners before the
LORD exceedingly.

14 | And the LORD said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou
art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and *westward:

15 For all the “land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to
thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy ?seed as the
bdust of the earth: so that if a man
can number the dust of the earth,
then shall thy seed also be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in
the length of it and in the breadth
of it; for I will give it unto thee.

18 Then Abram removed his tent,
and came and dwelt 1n the plain
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bwicked and sinners before the
LORD exceedingly.

14 ¢ And the LORD said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou
art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and *westward:

15 For all the ¢land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to
thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy ?seed as the
bdust of the earth: so that if a man
can number the dust of the earth,
then shall thy seed also be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in
the length of it and m the breadth
0 0 /\ S INLCO N €
18 Then Abram removed his tent,
and came and dwelt 4in the plain
of Mamre, which is in ®Hebron, and
built there an caltar unto the LORD.
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dorlaomer, and in the thirteenth
year they rebelled.

5 And in the fourteenth year came
Chedorlaomer, and the Kkings that
were with him, and smote the
‘Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim,
and the *Zuzims in Ham, and the
‘Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,

6 And the *Horites in their mount
Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the
wilderness.

7 And they returned, and came to
En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and
smote all the country of the Amale-
kites, and also the Amorites, that
dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.

8 And there went out the king of
Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah,
and the king of Admah, and the king
of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the
same is Zoar;) and they joined bat-
tle with them in the vale of Siddim;

9 With Chedorlaomer the king of
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of Mamre, which is in °Hebron, and
built there an caltar unto the LORD.

CHAPTER 14

Lot is captured in the battles of the
kings—He is rescued by Abram—
Melchizedek administers bread and
wine and blesses Abram—Abram pays
tithes—He declines to accept the spoils
of conquest.

AND it came to pass in the days of
Amraphel king of.2Sk r1och
king of Ellasaf Chedorlaomer Ng
of Elam, and Tiratkine-efrrations;

2 That these made war with Bera
king of Sodom, and with Blrsha kmg

of Gomorrabh, Shmab king.ef.

",‘4 ]
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the king of Bela, w oot
3 All these were Jomed together

13a Ezek. 16:49.
b TG Homosexual Behavior. |

Promised Lands.
16a Gen. 22:17: D&C 132:30:

same is Zoar;) and they joined bat-
tle with them in the vale of Siddim;

9 With Chedorlaomer the king of
Elam, and with Tidal king of na-
tions, and Amraphel king of Shinar,
and Arioch king of Ellasar; four
kings with five.

10 And the vale of Siddim was
full of 4slimepits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell
there; and they that remained fled
to the mountain.

11 And they took all the goods of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their
victuals, and went their way.

12 And they took “Lot, Abram’s
brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom,
and his goods, and departed.

13 (| And there came one that had
escaped, and told Abram the “He-
brew; for he dwelt °in the plain

19:22 (20-25).
3a Num. 34:3 (2-3).




cities of the plain, and pitched his
tent toward Sodom.

13 But the men of “Sodom were
bwicked and sinners before the
LORD exceedingly.

14 | And the LORD said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated
from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou
art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and *westward:

15 For all the “land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to
thy seed for ever.

16 And I will make thy “seed as the
bdust of the earth: so that if a man
can number the dust of the earth,
then shall thy seed also be numbered.

17 Arise, walk through the land in
the length of it and in the breadth
of it; for I will give it unto thee.

18 Then Abram removed his tent,
and came and dwelt %in the plain
of Mamre, which is in *Hebron, and
built there an caltar unto the LORD.

CHAPTER 14

Lot is captured in the battles of the
kings—He is rescued by Abram—
Melchizedek administers bread and
wine and blesses Abram—Abram pays
tithes—He declines to accept the spoils
of conquest.

AND it came to pass in the days of
Amraphel king of “Shinar, Arioch
king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king
of Elam, and Tidal king of nations;

2 That these made war with Bera
king of Sodom, and with Birsha king
of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah,
and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and
the king of Bela, which is *Zoar.

3 All these were joined together

in the vale of Siddim, which is the
¢salt sea.

4 Twelve years they served Che-
dorlaomer, and in the thirteenth
year they rebelled.

5 And in the fourteenth year came
Chedorlaomer, and the kings that
were with him, and smote the
‘Rephaims in Ashteroth Karnaim,
and the *Zuzims in Ham, and the
‘Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaim,

6 And the *Horites in their mount
Seir, unto El-paran, which is by the
wilderness.

7 And they returned, and came to
En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and
smote all the country of the Amale-
kites, and also the Amorites, that
dwelt in Hazezon-tamar.

8 And there went out the king of
Sodom, and the King of Gomorrah,
and the king of Admah, and the king
of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the
same is Zoar;) and they joined bat-
tle with them in the vale of Siddim;

9 With Chedorlaomer the king of
Elam, and with Tidal king of na-
tions, and Amraphel king of Shinar,
and Arioch king of Ellasar; four
kings with five.

10 And the vale of Siddim was
full of 4slimepits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell
there; and they that remained fled
to the mountain.

11 And they took all the goods of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their
victuals, and went their way.

12 And they took “Lot, Abram’s
brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom,
and his goods, and departed.

13 ( And there came one that had
escaped, and told Abram the “He-
brew; for he dwelt ®°in the plain
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10 And the vale of Siddim was
full of 4slimepits; and the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell
there; and they that remained fled
to the mountain.

11 And they took all the goods of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their
victuals, and went their way.

12 And they took “Lot, Abram’s
brother’s son, who dwel §1-odom
and his goods and deparfed.

13 | And there came one that had
escaped, and told Abram the “He-
brew; for he dwelt °in the plain
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of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and
these were confederate with Abram.

14 And when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, “he armed
his trained servants, °’born in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen,
and pursued them unto Dan.

15 And he divided himself against
them, he and his servants, by night,
and smote them, and pursued them
unto Hobah, which is on the “%left
hand of Damascus.

16 And he brought back all the
o00ds, and also brought again his
“brother Lot, and his goods, and the
women also, and the people.

17  And the king of Sodom went
out to meet him after his return

23 That I will not take fro
thread even to a shoelatchet,
that I will not take any thing
is thine, lest thou shouldest s
have made Abram “rich:

24 Save only that which the vy«
men have eaten, and the portic
the men which went with me, A
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them
their 4portion.

CHAPTER 15

Abram desires offspring—The
promises him seed in number a.
stars—Abram believes the prom
His seed will be strangers in Eg
Then, after four generations, the
inherit Canaan.
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...and he brake bread and blest it;
and he blest the wine, he being
the priest of the most high God,

Abram Blessed by Melchizedek
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17 ¢ And the king of Sodom went
out to meet him after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer,
and of the kings that were with him,
at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
*king’s dale.

18 And “Melchizedek king of ?Sa-
lem brought forth *bread and wine:
dand he was the ¢priest of the most
high God.

And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
®God, ‘possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And “blessed be the most high
God, which hath delivered thine en-
emies into thy hand. And he gave
him °®tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said
unto Abram, Give me the persons,
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What Melchizedek gives Abramk

What Abram gives Melchizedek .,

What the King of Sodom offers Abram

at the Valley of Shaveh, which is the
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18 And “Melchizedek king of ?Sa-
lem brought forth °bread and wine:
dand he was the ¢priest of the most
high God.

19 And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
®God, ‘possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And ?blessed be the most high
God, which hath delivered thine en-
emies into thy hand. And he gave
him °tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said
unto Abram, Give me the persons,
and take the 4goods to thyself.

ANd Abram said to theé King o
Sodom, I have lift up mine hand
unto the LORD, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,
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at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
“king’s dale.

18 And “Melchizedek king of ?Sa-
lem brought forth ‘bread and wine:
1and he was the ¢priest of the most
high God.

19 And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
®God, ‘possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And ?blessed be the most high
God, which hath delivered thine en-
emies into thy hand. And he gave
him °tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said
unto Abram, Give me the persons

nﬂonnn a

22 And Abram said to the king of

Sodom, I have lift up mine hand
unto the LORD, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,

ayvision, saying, °Fear not, Abram:
I am thy “shield, and thy exceeding
oreat reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go child-
less, and the 4steward of my house
is this Eliezer of Damascus?

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me
thou hast given no seed: and, lo,
‘one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the
LORD came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven,
and “tell the ?stars, if thou be able
to ‘number them: and he said unto
him, So shall thy 4seed Dbe.




of Mamre the Amorite, brother of

Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and
these were confederate with Abram.

14 And when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, “he armed
his trained servants, °born in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen,
and pursued them unto Dan.

15 And he divided himself against
them, he and his servants, by night,
and smote them, and pursued them
unto Hobah, which is on the “%left
hand of Damascus.

16 And he brought back all the
o00ds, and also brought again his
“brother Lot, and his goods, and the
women also, and the people.

17 ¢ And the king of Sodom went
out to meet him after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaometr,
and of the kings that were with him.,

23 That I will not take from a
thread even to a shoelatchet, and
that I will not take any thing that
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, 1
have made Abram “rich:

FSave only that whicC € youne
men have eaten, and the portion of
the men which went with me, Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take
their 4portion.

CHAPTER 15

Abram desires offspring—The Lord
promises him seed in number as the
stars—Abram believes the promise—
His seed will be strangers in Egypt—
Then, after four generations, they will
inherit Canaan.

AFTER these things the word of
the LORD came unto Abram 1in a
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at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
“king’s dale.

18 And “Melchizedek king of ?Sa-
lem brought forth ‘bread and wine:
1and he was the ¢priest of the most
high God.

19 And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
®God, ‘possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And ?blessed be the most high
God, which hath delivered thine en-
emies into thy hand. And he gave
him °tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said
unto Abram, Give me the persons,
and take the ¢goods to thyself.

22 And Abram said to the king of
Sodom, I have lift up mine hand
unto the LORD, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,

ayvision, saying, °Fear not, Abram:
I am thy “shield, and thy exceeding
oreat reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go child-
less, and the 4steward of my house
is this Eliezer of Damascus?

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me
thou hast given no seed: and, lo,
‘one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the
LORD came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven,
and “tell the ?stars, if thou be able
to ‘number them: and he said unto
him, So shall thy 4seed Dbe.
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| Have a Question

What is the most effective way for a
parent to instill in his children a desire
for church activity?

s it possible that Shem and Melchizedek are the same person?

Is it possible that Shem
and Melchizedek are
the same person?

Alma E. Gygi
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This question is frequently asked and is an interesting one.
Let us examine first what we know about Shem. Although the
Bible names Shem as the eldest son of Noah (Gen. 5:32),
modern-day revelation places Japheth as the eldest (Moses
8:12). Both reports, however, are harmonious in naming Shem
as the progenitor of Israel and in the fact that the priesthood
descended through Shem to all the great patriarchs after
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Abram Blessed by Melchizedek

of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and
these were confederate with Abram.

14 And when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, “he armed
his trained servants, °®born in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen,
and pursued them unto Dan.

15 And he divided himself against
them, he and his servants, by night,
and smote them, and pursued them
unto Hobah, which is on the “left
hand of Damascus.

16 And he brought back all the
goods, and also brought again his
“pbrother Lot, and his goods, and the
women also, and the people.

17  And the king of Sodom went
out to meet him after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer,
and of the kings that were with him,
at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
2Kking’s dale.

18 And “Melchizedek king of ?Sa-
lem brought forth °bread and wine:
dand he was the ¢priest of the most
high God.

19 And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
®God, ‘possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And “blessed be the most high
God, which hath delivered thine en-
emies into thy hand. And he gave
him °tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said
unto Abram, Give me the persons,
and take the “goods to thyself.

22 And Abram said to the king of
Sodom, I have lift up mine hand
unto the LORD, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,

23 That I will not take from a
thread even to a shoelatchet, and
that I will not take any thing that
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I
have made Abram “rich:

24 Save only that which the young
men have eaten, and the portion of
the men which went with me, Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take
their “portion.

CHAPTER 15

Abram desires offspring—The Lord
promises him seed in number as the
stars—Abram believes the promise—
His seed will be strangers in Egypt—
Then, after four generations, they will
inherit Canaan.

AFTER these things the word of
the LORD came unto Abram in a
ayision, saying, *Fear not, Abram:
I am thy °shield, and thy exceeding
great reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go child-
less, and the ?steward of my house
is this Eliezer of Damascus?

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me
thou hast given no seed: and, lo,
“one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the
LORD came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven,
and “tell the bstars, if thou be able
to ‘number them: and he said unto
him, So shall thy 4seed be.

14a OR he led forth.
b Gen. 15:3.
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High Priest, Melchizedek
Priesthood; Priesthood,
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(Appendix).

15 1a TG Vision.
T Ay DL IA.

God covenants with Abram that His words will be fulfilled

6 “And he Ybelieved in the LORD;
and he counted it to him for ‘righ-
teousness.

7 And he said unto him, I am the
LORD that brought thee out of Ur
of the Chaldees, to give thee this
land to “inherit it.

8 And he said, Lord GOD, whereby
shall I “know that I shall inherit it?

9 And he said unto him, Take me
an heifer of three years old, and a
she goat of three years old, and a
ram of three years old, and a turtle-
dove, and a young pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these,
and 4divided them in the midst, and
laid each piece one against another:
but the birds divided he not.

11 And when the fowls came down
upon the carcases, Abram drove
them away.

12 And when the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram;
and, lo, an horror of great “darkness
fell upon him.

13 And he said unto Abram, Know
of a surety that thy seed shall be a
astranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall
bafflict them four hundred years;

14 And also that nation, whom
they shall serve, will I judge: and
afterward shall they “come out with
great ’substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a
good “old age.

16 But in the “fourth generation
they shall come ®hither again: for

the iniquity of the Amorites is not
yet °full.

17 And it came to pass, that, when
the sun went down, and it was dark,
behold a smoking furnace, and a
burning lamp that *passed between
those pieces.

18 In the same day the LORD made
a “covenant with Abram, saying,
Unto thy seed have I given this
bland, from ‘the river of Egypt unto
the great river, the river ¢Euphrates:

19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites,
and the Kadmonites,

20 And the Hittites, and the Periz-
zites, and the Rephaims,

21 And the Amorites, and the Ca-
naanites, and the Girgashites, and
the Jebusites.

CHAPTER 16

Sarai gives Hagar to Abram as his
wife—Hagar flees from Sarai—An angel
commands Hagar to return and submit
herself to Sarai—Hagar bears Ishmael.

Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him
no children: and she had an hand-
maid, an “Egyptian, whose name
was *Hagar.

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Be-
hold now, the LORD hath restrained
me from bearing: I pray thee, go in
unto my “maid; it may be that I may
obtain children by her. And Abram
hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took
Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after
Abram had dwelt ten years in the

6a JST Gen. 15:9-12 D&C 136:22. 18a TG Abrahamic
(Appendix). b Ex. 12:36. Covenant.
b TG Faith. 15a TG Old Age. b Gen. 13:15 (14-17);
¢ TG Righteousness. 16a Note in Ex. 6:16-20 Josh. 1:2 (2-4).
7a Num. 32:18. that four egenerations of TG Israel, Land of:

Sarai and Hagar



Abram Blessed by Melchizedek

out to meet him after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer,
and of the kings that were with him,
at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
2king’s dale.

18 And *Melchizedek king of ®Sa-
lem brought forth *bread and wine:
dand he was the ¢priest of the most
high God.

19 And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
bGod, ‘possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And “blessed be the most high
God, which hath delivered thine en-
emies into thy hand. And he gave
him °tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said
unto Abram, Give me the persons,
and take the “goods to thyself.

22 And Abram said to the king of
Sodom, I have lift up mine hand
unto the LORD, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,

AFTER these things the word of
the LORD came unto Abram in a
ayvision, saying, °’Fear not, Abram:
I am thy “shield, and thy exceeding
oreat reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go child-
less, and the “steward of my house
is this Eliezer of Damascus?

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me
thou hast given no seed: and, lo,
‘one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the
LORD came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven,
and “tell the °stars, if thou be able
to ‘number them: and he said unto
him, So shall thy 4seed be.

God covenants with Abram that His words will be fulfilled
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AFTER these things the word of
the LORD came unto Abram in a
ayvision, saying, °’Fear not, Abram:
I am thy “shield, and thy exceeding
oreat reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go child-
less, and the “steward of my house
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I, | is this Eliezer of Damascus?

h 3 And Abram said, Behold, to me
1: | thou hast given no seed: and, lo,
h | “one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the
LORD came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven,
and “tell the °stars, if thou be able

to ‘number them: and he said unto
him, So shall thy 4seed be.
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God covenants with Abram that His words will be fulfilled

JST, Genesis 15:9-12

9 And Abram said, Lord God, how wilt
thou give me this land for an everlasting
inheritance?

10 And the Lord said, Though thou wast
dead, yet am | not able to give it thee?

11 And if thou shalt die, yet thou shalt
possess it, for the day cometh, that the
Son of Man shall live; but how can he live
if he be not dead? he must first be
quickened.

12 And it came to pass, that Abram looked
forth and saw the days of the Son of Man,
and was glad, and his soul found rest, and
he believed in the Lord; and the Lord
counted it unto him for righteousness.



Abram Blessed by Melchizedek

of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and
these were confederate with Abram.

14 And when Abram heard that his
brother was taken captive, “he armed
his trained servants, °®born in his own
house, three hundred and eighteen,
and pursued them unto Dan.

15 And he divided himself against
them, he and his servants, by night,
and smote them, and pursued them
unto Hobah, which is on the “left
hand of Damascus.

16 And he brought back all the
goods, and also brought again his
“pbrother Lot, and his goods, and the
women also, and the people.

17  And the king of Sodom went
out to meet him after his return
from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer,
and of the kings that were with him,
at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
2Kking’s dale.

18 And “Melchizedek king of ?Sa-
lem brought forth °bread and wine:
dand he was the ¢priest of the most
high God.

19 And he blessed him, and said,
“Blessed be Abram of the most high
®God, ‘possessor of heaven and earth:

20 And “blessed be the most high
God, which hath delivered thine en-
emies into thy hand. And he gave
him °tithes of all.

21 And the king of Sodom said
unto Abram, Give me the persons,
and take the “goods to thyself.

22 And Abram said to the king of
Sodom, I have lift up mine hand
unto the LORD, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,

23 That I will not take from a
thread even to a shoelatchet, and
that I will not take any thing that
is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I
have made Abram “rich:

24 Save only that which the young
men have eaten, and the portion of
the men which went with me, Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take
their “portion.

CHAPTER 15

Abram desires offspring—The Lord
promises him seed in number as the
stars—Abram believes the promise—
His seed will be strangers in Egypt—
Then, after four generations, they will
inherit Canaan.

AFTER these things the word of
the LORD came unto Abram in a
ayision, saying, *Fear not, Abram:
I am thy °shield, and thy exceeding
great reward.

2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go child-
less, and the ?steward of my house
is this Eliezer of Damascus?

3 And Abram said, Behold, to me
thou hast given no seed: and, lo,
“one born in my house is mine heir.

4 And, behold, the word of the
LORD came unto him, saying, This
shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heir.

5 And he brought him forth abroad,
and said, Look now toward heaven,
and “tell the bstars, if thou be able
to ‘number them: and he said unto
him, So shall thy 4seed be.

14a OR he led forth.
b Gen. 15:3.
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God covenants with Abram that His words will be fulfilled

6 “And he Ybelieved in the LORD;
and he counted it to him for ‘righ-
teousness.

7 And he said unto him, I am the
LORD that brought thee out of Ur
of the Chaldees, to give thee this
land to “inherit it.

8 And he said, Lord GOD, whereby
shall I “know that I shall inherit it?

9 And he said unto him, Take me
an heifer of three years old, and a
she goat of three years old, and a
ram of three years old, and a turtle-
dove, and a young pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these,
and 4divided them in the midst, and
laid each piece one against another:
but the birds divided he not.

11 And when the fowls came down
upon the carcases, Abram drove
them away.

12 And when the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram;
and, lo, an horror of great “darkness
fell upon him.

13 And he said unto Abram, Know
of a surety that thy seed shall be a
astranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall
bafflict them four hundred years;

14 And also that nation, whom
they shall serve, will I judge: and
afterward shall they “come out with
great ’substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a
good “old age.

16 But in the “fourth generation
they shall come ®hither again: for

the iniquity of the Amorites is not
yet °full.

17 And it came to pass, that, when
the sun went down, and it was dark,
behold a smoking furnace, and a
burning lamp that *passed between
those pieces.

18 In the same day the LORD made
a “covenant with Abram, saying,
Unto thy seed have I given this
bland, from ‘the river of Egypt unto
the great river, the river ¢Euphrates:

19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites,
and the Kadmonites,

20 And the Hittites, and the Periz-
zites, and the Rephaims,

21 And the Amorites, and the Ca-
naanites, and the Girgashites, and
the Jebusites.

CHAPTER 16

Sarai gives Hagar to Abram as his
wife—Hagar flees from Sarai—An angel
commands Hagar to return and submit
herself to Sarai—Hagar bears Ishmael.

Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him
no children: and she had an hand-
maid, an “Egyptian, whose name
was *Hagar.

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Be-
hold now, the LORD hath restrained
me from bearing: I pray thee, go in
unto my “maid; it may be that I may
obtain children by her. And Abram
hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took
Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after
Abram had dwelt ten years in the

6a JST Gen. 15:9-12 D&C 136:22. 18a TG Abrahamic
(Appendix). b Ex. 12:36. Covenant.
b TG Faith. 15a TG Old Age. b Gen. 13:15 (14-17);
¢ TG Righteousness. 16a Note in Ex. 6:16-20 Josh. 1:2 (2-4).
7a Num. 32:18. that four egenerations of TG Israel, Land of:

Sarai and Hagar
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down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram:;
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13 And he said unto Abram, Know
of a surety that thy seed shall be a
astranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall
baffhct them four hundred years;

they shall serve, w111 I Judge and
afterward shall they ‘come out with
ogreat ’substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a
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16 But in the “fourth generation
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she goat of three ?ears old,' and a |

ram of three years old, and a turtle-
dove, and a young pigeon.

10 And he took unto him all these,
and 4divided them in the midst, and
laid each piece one against another:
but the birds divided he not.

11 And when the fowls came down
upon the carcases, Abram drove
them away.

12 And when the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram,;
and, lo, an horror of great “darkness
fell upon him.

13 And he said unto Abram, Know
of a surety that thy seed shall be a
astranger in a land that is not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall
bafflict them four hundred years;

14 And also that nation, whom
they shall serve, will I judge: and
afterward shall they “come out with
great *substance.

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a
good “old age.

16 But in the “fourth generation
they shall come ®hither again: for

the great river, the river Euphrates:

19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites,
and the Kadmonites,

20 And the Hittites, and the Periz-
zites, and the Rephaims,

21 And the Amorites, and the Ca-
naanites, and the Girgashites, and
the Jebusites.

CHAPTER 16

Sarai gives Hagar to Abram as his
wife—Hagar flees from Sarai—An angel
commands Hagar to return and submit
herself to Sarai—Hagar bears Ishmael.

Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him
no children: and she had an hand-
maid, an “Egyptian, whose name
was *Hagar.

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Be-
hold now, the LORD hath restrained
me from bearing: I pray thee, go in
unto my “maid; it may be that I may
obtain children by her. And Abram
hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took
Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after
Abram had dwelt ten years in the

6a JST Gen. 15:9-12 D&C 136:22. 18a TG Abrahamic
(Appendix). b Ex. 12:36. Covenant.
b TG Faith. 15a TG Old Age. b Gen. 13:15 (14-17);
¢ TG Righteousness. 16a Note in Ex. 6:16-20 Josh. 1:2 (2-4).
7a Num. 32:18. that four generations of TG Israel, Land of;

8a Judg. 6:17 (17-18);
2 Kgs. 20:8 (8-9);
Luke 1:18 (18-19).

10a Jer. 34:18 (18-19).
12a JS—H 1:15 (15-17).

Levi’s descendants are
named; they include

(1) Levi, (2) Kohath,

(3) Amram, (4) Moses.
TG Israel, Bondage of, in

Promised Lands.

¢ IE the Wadi El Arish
in northern Sinai.
Ex. 23:31;
1 Kgs. 4:21.

13a TG Israel, Bondage of, in Egypt. d Deut. 11:24 (22-25).
Egypt; Stranger. b Ex. 3:17. 16 1a Gen. 21:21;
b Ex. 1:11 (10-11); ¢ 1 Ne. 17:35 (32-35); Abr. 1:22 (21-22); 2:21.
1 Ne. 17:25 (23-25). Alma 37:31; b Gen. 21:9;
14a Ex. 2:24; Hel. 13:14; Gal. 4:24;,

1 Ne. 5:15; 19:10;
Mosiah 12:34;
Alma 36:28;

Ether 2:9 (8-10);
D&C 61:31; 101:11.
17a Jer. 34:18 (18-19).

D&C 132:34 (34, 65).
2a Gal. 4:22 (21-31);
D&C 132:34, 65.

Sarai and Hagar

land of Canaan, and gave her to
her husband Abram to be his wife.

4 (| And he went in unto Hagar,
and she conceived: and when she
saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My
wrong be upon thee: I have given
my maid into thy bosom; and when
she saw that she had conceived, I
was *despised in her eyes: the LORD
judge between me and thee.

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Be-
hold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to
her “%as it pleaseth thee. And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled
from her face.

7 And the angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to “Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
whence camest thou? and whither
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9 And the *angel of the LORD said
unto her, Return to thy mistress, and
bsubmit thyself under her hands.

10 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, I will multiply thy “%seed
exceedingly, that it shall not be
numbered for multitude.

11 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, Behold, thou art with child,
and shalt bear a son, and shalt call
his name 4Ishmael; because the LORD
hath heard thy affliction.

12 And he will be a wild man; his
hand will be against every man, and
every man’s hand against him; and
he shall dwell in the presence of all
his brethren.

13 And she called the name of the
LORD that spake unto her, Thou God
seest me: for she said, Have I also
here looked after him that seeth me?

14 Wherefore the well was called
’Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between
Kadesh and Bered.

15 ( And Hagar “bare Abram a son:
and Abram called his son’s name,
which Hagar bare, *Ishmael.

16 And Abram was fourscore and
six years old, when Hagar bare Ish-
mael to Abram.

CHAPTER 17

Abram is commanded to be perfect—He
will be a father of many nations—His
name is changed to Abraham—The Lord
covenants to be a God unto Abraham
and his seed forever—Also, the Lord
gives Abraham the land of Canaan for
an everlasting possession—Circumci-
sion becomes a token of the everlasting
covenant between God and Abraham—
Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah—She
will bear Isaac, with whom the Lord will
establish His covenant—Abraham and
the men of his house are circumcised.

AND when Abram was ninety years
old and nine, the LORD “appeared
to PAbram, and said unto him, I am
the ‘Almighty God; 4walk before
me, and be thou ¢perfect.

2 And I will make my “covenant
between me and thee, and will mul-
tiply thee exceedingly.

3 “And Abram fell on his face: and
God talked with him, saying,

4 As for me, behold, my “covenant
is with thee, and thou shalt be a
bfather of many °nations.

5a Gen. 30:1: |

Gen. 21:20: |

2a TG Abrahamic
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herself to Sarai—Hagar bears Ishmael.

Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him
no children: and she had an hand-
maid, an ?Egyptian, whose name
was *Hagar.

2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Be-
hold now, the LORD hath restrained
me from bearmg I pray thee, go in

hearkened to the voice of Sarai.

3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took
Jagar her maid the Egyptian, after
Abram had dwelt ten years in the

18a TG Abrahamic

Covenant.
b Gen. 13:15 (14-17);

scendants are
they include
i, (2) Kohath,
mram, (4) Moses.
; Israel, Bondage of, in
gypt.
b Ex. 3:17.
¢ 1 Ne. 17:35 (32-35);
Alma 37:31;

2y Hel. 13:14;

Ether 2:9 (8-10);

D&C 61:31; 101:11.
17a Jer. 34:18 (18-19).

14a Ex. Z:
1 Ne. 5:15; 19:10;
Mosiah 12:34;
Alma 36:28;

Josh. 1:2 (2-4).
TG Israel, Land of;
Promised Lands.

¢ IE the Wadi El Arish
in northern Sinai.
Ex. 23:31;
1 Kgs. 4:21.

d Deut. 11:24 (22-25).

16 1a Gen. 21:21;

Abr. 1:22 (21-22); 2:21.

b Gen. 21:9;

D&C 132:34 (34, 65).

D&C 132:34, 65.

Sarai and Hagar

land of Canaan, and gave her tc
her husband Abram to be his wife

4 (| And he went in unto Hagar
and she conceived: and when she
saw that she had conceived, he:
mistress was despised in her eyes

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, M
wrong be upon thee: I have giver
my maid into thy bosom; and wher
she saw that she had conceived,
was “despised in her eyes: the LORI
judge between me and thee.

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Be
hold, thy maid is in thy hand; do tc
her “as it pleaseth thee. And wher
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she flec
from her face.

7 ([ And the angel of the LORI
found her by a fountain of wate;
in the wilderness, by the fountair
in the way to “Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid
whence camest thou? and whithe:
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sarai

9 And the *angel of the LORD saic
unto her, Return to thy mistress, anc
bsubmit thyself under her hands.

10 And the angel of the LORD saic
unto her, I will multiply thy “seec



Reading the Women of the Bible

“...a Jewish midrash relates that Hagar
was a princess in the house of Pharaoh.
When Pharaoh saw the wonders that God
had performed for Sarai and Abram, he
said, ‘Better for my daughter to be a
servant in this house than a princess in
any other. And sent her off.”

(“Reading the Women of the Bible,” Tikva Frymer
Kensky, pg 226)
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land of Canaan, and gave her to
her husband Abram to be his wife.

4 | And he went in unto Hagar,
and she conceived: and when she
saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My
wrong be upon thee: I have given
my maid into thy bosom; and when
she saw that she had conceived, I
was “despised in her eyes: the LORD
judge between me and thee.

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Be-
hold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to
her ?as it pleaseth thee. And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled
from her face.

7 ([ And the angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to “Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
whence camest thou? and whither

wilt thou go0? And she said, I flee
from the face of mv mistress Sarait
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her %as it pleaseth thee. And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled
from her face.

7 ( And the angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to “Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
whence camest thou? and whither
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9 And the “angel of the LORD said
unto her, Return to thy mistress, and
bsubmit thyself under her hands.

10 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, I will multiply thy “seed
exceedingly, that it shall not be
numbered for multitude.

11 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, Behold, thou art with child,
and shalt bear a son, and shalt call
his name 4Ishmael; because the LORD
hath heard thy affliction.

12 And he will be a *wild man; his
hand will be against every man, and
every man’s hand against him; and



land of Canaan, and gave her to
her husband Abram to be his wife.

4  And he went in unto Hagar,
and she conceived: and when she
saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My
wrong be upon thee: I have given
my maid into thy bosom; and when
she saw that she had conceived, I
was *despised in her eyes: the LORD
judge between me and thee.

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Be-
hold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to
her ¢as it pleaseth thee. And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled
from her face.

7 And the angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to “Shur.

3 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
whence camest thou? and whither
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9 And the “angel of the LORD said
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I[rom hner race.

7 ([ And the angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to “Shur.

8 And he said Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
whence camest thou? and whither
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9 And the “angel of the LORD said
unto her, Return to thy mistress, and
®submit thyself under her hands
10 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, 1 will multiply thy “seed
exceedingly, that it shall not be
numbered for multitude.

11 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, Behold, thou art with child,

and shalt bear a son, and shalt call

his name “Ishmael because the LORD
hath heard thyaff liction.

12 And he will be a *wild man; his
hand will be against every man, and
every man’s hand against him; and
he shall dwell in the presence of all
his brethren.

“seed
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will be a father of many nations—His
name is changed to Abraham—The Lord
covenants to be a God unto Abraham
and his seed forever—Also, the Lord
gives Abraham the land of Canaan for
an everlasting possession—Circumeci-
sion becomes a token of the everlasting
covenant between God and Abraham—
Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah—She
will bear Isaac, with whom the Lord will
establish His covenant—Abraham and
the men of his house are circumcised.

AND when Abram was ninety years
old and nine, the LORD “appeared
to PAbram, and said unto him, I am
the ‘Almighty God; walk before
me, and be thou ¢perfect.

2 And I will make my “covenant
between me and thee, and will mul-
tiply thee exceedingly.

3 “‘And Abram fell on his face: and
God talked with him, saying,

4 As for me, behold, my “covenant
is with thee, and thou shalt be a
bfather of many °nations.



land of Canaan, and gave her to
her husband Abram to be his wife.

4 | And he went in unto Hagar,
and she conceived: and when she
saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My
wrong be upon thee: I have given
my maid into thy bosom; and when
she saw that she had conceived, I
was ¢despised in her eyes: the LORD
judge between me and thee.

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Be-
hold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to
her “as it pleaseth thee. And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled
from her face.

7 (| And the angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to “Shur.

8 And he said Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
whence camest thou? and whither
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sara1
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13 And she called the name of the
LORD that spake unto her, Thou God

seest me: for she said, Have I also

here looked after him that seeth me?

14 Wherefore the “well was called
"Beer 10i; behold, it is between
Kadesh and Bered.

15  And Hagar “bare Abram a son:
and Abram called his son’s name,
which Hagar bare, !Ishmael.

16 And Abram was fourscore and
six years old, when Hagar bare Ish-
mael to Abram.

CHAPTER 17

Abram is commanded to be perfect—He
will be a father of many nations—H.is
name is changed to Abraham—The Lord
covenants to be a God unto Abraham
and his seed forever—Also, the Lord
gives Abraham the land of Canaan for
an everlasting possession—Circumci-
sion becomes a token of the everlasting
covenant between God and Abraham—
Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah—She

The well of Him
who liveth and
seeth me.



“The second address makes Hagar the only woman to receive a divine
promise of seed, not through a man but as her own destiny. And the
third statement puts Hagar in the company of those few women —
Samson’s mother, Hannah and Mary in the New Testament, who receive
a divine annunciation of the coming birth. And what a birth! Hagar will
have a glorious progeny who can never be exploited or subjected — if she
voluntarily goes back... And so Hagar goes back. Recognizing the divine
power, she neither argues nor avoids the request. But before she gives up
her autonomy, she exercises it by naming God according to her own
experience. God called Hagar by name, the only character in the story
to do so, and Hagar responds, naming God El Roi, “God of my seeing”

(“Reading the Women of the Bible,” Tikva Frymer Kensky, pg 230-31).




Dieter F. Uchtdorf

“You are not alone on this journey. Your Heavenly
Father knows you. Even when no one else hears you, He
hears you. When you rejoice in righteousness, He
rejoices with you. When you are beset with trial, He
grieves with you”

(Dieter F. Uchtdorf, “Your Wonderful Journey Home,” GC Apr. 2013, Ensign or
Liahona, May 2013, 127-28).
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land of Canaan, and gave her to
her husband Abram to be his wife.

4 | And he went in unto Hagar,
and she conceived: and when she
saw that she had conceived, her
mistress was despised in her eyes.

5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My
wrong be upon thee: I have given
my maid into thy bosom; and when
she saw that she had conceived, I
was “despised in her eyes: the LORD
judge between me and thee.

6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Be-
hold, thy maid is in thy hand; do to
her “as it pleaseth thee. And when
Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled
from her face.

7 And the angel of the LORD
found her by a fountain of water
in the wilderness, by the fountain
in the way to “Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid,
whence camest thou? and whither
wilt thou go? And she said, I flee
from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9 And the “angel of the LORD said
unto her, Return to thy mistress, and
bsubmit thyself under her hands.

10 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, I will multiply thy “seed
exceedingly, that it shall not be
numbered for multitude.

11 And the angel of the LORD said
unto her, Behold, thou art with child,
and shalt bear a son, and shalt call
his name 4Ishmael; because the LORD
hath heard thy affliction.

12 And he will be a *wild man; his
hand will be against every man, and
every man’s hand against him; and
he shall dwell in the presence of all
his brethren.

13 And she called the name of the
LORD that spake unto her, Thou God
seest me: for she said, Have I also
here looked after him that seeth me?

14 Wherefore the *well was called
*Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between
Kadesh and Bered.

15 ( And Hagar “bare Abram a son:
and Abram called his son’s name,
which Hagar bare, *Ishmael.

16 And Abram was fourscore and
six years old, when Hagar bare Ish-
mael to Abram.

CHAPTER 17

Abram is commanded to be perfect—He
will be a father of many nations—His
name is changed to Abraham—T he Lord
covenants to be a God unto Abraham
and his seed forever—Also, the Lord
gives Abraham the land of Canaan for
an everlasting possession—Circumci-
sion becomes a token of the everlasting
covenant between God and Abraham—
Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah—She
will bear Isaac, with whom the Lord will
establish His covenant—Abraham and
the men of his house are circumcised.

AND when Abram was ninety years
old and nine, the LORD “appeared
to PAbram, and said unto him, [ am
the ‘Almighty God; 4walk before
me, and be thou ¢perfect.

2 And I will make my “covenant
between me and thee, and will mul-
tiply thee exceedingly.

3 “And Abram fell on his face: and
God talked with him, saying,

4 As for me, behold, my “covenant
is with thee, and thou shalt be a
bfather of many °nations.

5a Gen. 30:1: |

Gen. 21:20: |

2a TG Abrahamic

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision

5 Neither shall thy name any more
be called Abram, but thy name shall
be “Abraham; for a father of many
nations have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding
afruitful, and I will make ’nations
of thee, and °kings shall come out
of thee.

7 “‘And 1 will establish my °cov-
enant between me and thee and thy
seed after thee in their generations
for an ‘everlasting covenant, to be
a ‘God unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee.

8 And I will 4give unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the °land
wherein thou art a ‘stranger, all the
dland of ¢Canaan, for an everlasting
fpossession; and I will be their ¢God.

9  And God said unto Abraham,
Thou shalt keep my covenant there-
fore, thou, and thy seed after thee
in their generations.

10 This is my “covenant, which ye
shall keep, between me and you and
thy seed after thee; Every man child
among you shall be bcircumcised.

11 And ye shall “circumcise the
flesh of your foreskin; and it shall
be a ’token of the ‘covenant betwixt
me and you.

12 And he that is “eight days old
shall be circumcised among you,
every man child in your genera-
tions, he that is born in the house,
or ’bought with money of any
stranger, which is not of thy seed.

13 He that is born in thy house, and
he that is bought with thy money,

must needs be circumcised: and my
covenant shall be in your flesh for
an “everlasting covenant.

14 And the uncircumcised man
child whose flesh of his foreskin is
not circumcised, that soul shall be
“cut off from his people; he hath
broken my covenant.

15  And God said unto Abraham,
As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not
call her name Sarai, but 4Sarah shall
her name be.

16 And I will bless her, and “give
thee a son also of her: yea, I will
bless her, and she shall be a ®mother
of nations; kings of people shall
be of her.

17 “Then Abraham fell upon his
face, and ’laughed, and said in his
heart, Shall a child be born unto
him that is an ‘hundred years old?
and shall Sarah, that is ninety years
old, bear?

18 And Abraham said unto God, O
that “Ishmael might live before thee!

19 And God said, “Sarah thy wife
shall bear thee a son indeed; and
thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I
will establish my °covenant with
him for an everlasting covenant,
and with his seed after him.

20 And as for ?Ishmael, I have
heard thee: Behold, I have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly;
btwelve princes shall he beget, and
I will make him a great nation.

21 But my “covenant will I estab-
lish with Isaac, which Sarah shall

5a 1 Chr. 1:27.

6a Gen. 26:22.
b TG Israel, Blessings of.
¢ TG Kings, Earthly.

N v vyvr N Aesx 17711 19

g Ex. 6:7

f Gen. 48:4; Abr. 2:6.

10a TG Covenants.
b TG Circumcision.
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16a TG God, Gifts of.

b Gen. 24:60; 25:23.
TG Marriage,
Motherhood;

Isaac's Birth Promised



SION 0ecomes a toKken oj tne everiasiing

ie covenant between God and Abraham—
j Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah—She Pres. Russell M. Nelson in GC Oct 1995
1 will bear Isaac, with whom the Lord will

establish His covenant—Abraham and “In Matt. 5:48, the term perfect was
{ the men of his house are circumcised. translated from the Greek teleios, which
1 | AND when Abram was ninety years means “complete.” Teleios is an adjective

derived from the noun telos, which means
“end” The infinitive form of the verb is

(D

old and nine, the LORD “appeared
to PAbram, and said unto him, [ am

1 | the ‘Almighty God; 4walk before teleiono, which means “to reach a distant
, | me, and be thou °perfect. end, to be fully developed, to consummate,
1 2 And [ will make my “COVenant or to finish.” Please note that the word does
D | between me and thee, and will mul- | not imply “freedom from error”; it implies

tiply thee exceedingly.

“achieving a distant objective.” In fact,

S ‘Aand Abram fell on his race: anc when writers of the Greek New Testament

11 God talked with him, saying, wished to describe perfection of behavior

1 , 4 A,S for me, behold, my “covenant —precision or excellence of human effort

1 f,‘i_.a?ﬁgl} g?ergér?;l?nglz?glnshalt be a —they did not employ a form of teleios;
' instead, they chose different words.”

21:20; 2a TG Abrahamic
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SION oecomes a token oj tne everiasting
covenant between God and Abraham—
Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah—She
will bear Isaac, with whom the Lord will
establish His covenant—Abraham and
the men of his house are circumecised.

AND when Abram was ninety years
old and nine, the LORD “appeared
to PAbram, and said unto him, [ am
the ‘Almighty God; 4walk before
me, and be thou ¢perfect.

2 And I will make my 4covenant
between me and thee, and will mul-

L g
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3 And Abram fell on his face: and
God talked with him, saying,

4 As for me, behold, my covenant
is with thee, and thou shalt be a
bfather of many °nations.

2a TG Abrahamic

(‘ovenant

5 Neither shall thy name any more
be called Abram, but thy name shall
be “Abraham:; for a father of many
nations have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding
afruitful, and I will make ’nations
of thee, and kings shall come out
of thee.

TANd T WIIT esStablish my °COov-
enant between me and thee and thy
seed after thee in their generations
for an ‘everlasting covenant, to be
a God unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee.

8 And I will ?give unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the °land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the
11and of ¢Canaan, for an everlasting
fpossession; and I will be their ¢God.

9 | And God said unto Abraham,




Bible Dictionary - Abraham

Means - “Father of a multitude.
Originally called Abram,
“exalted father”

Pres. Russell M. Nelson

“The ultimate blessings of the Abrahamic
covenant are conferred in holy temples.
These blessings allow us to come forth in
the First Resurrection and inherit thrones,
kingdoms, powers, principalities, and
dominions, to our ‘exaltation and glory in
all things’ (D&C 132:19)”

(Russell M. Nelson, in “Special Witnesses of
Christ” Ensign or Liahona, Apr. 2001, 7).

5 Neither shall thy name any more
be called Abram, but thy name shall
be “Abraham; for a father of many
nations have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding
afruitful, and I will make ’nations
of thee, and kings shall come out
of thee.

TANd T WIIT esStablish my °COov-
enant between me and thee and thy
seed after thee in their generations
for an ‘everlasting covenant, to be
a God unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee.

8 And I will ?give unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the °land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the
dland of ¢Canaan, for an everlasting
fpossession; and I will be their ¢God.

9 | And God said unto Abraham,




Bible Dictionary - Abraham

Means - “Father of a multitude.
Originally called Abram,
“exalted father”

Pres. Russell M. Nelson

“The ultimate blessings of the Abrahamic
covenant are conferred in holy temples.
These blessings allow us to come forth in
the First Resurrection and inherit thrones,
kingdoms, powers, principalities, and
dominions, to our ‘exaltation and glory in
all things’ (D&C 132:19)”

(Russell M. Nelson, in “Special Witnesses of
Christ” Ensign or Liahona, Apr. 2001, 7).

Nn4tions ndve 1 1mmMdac tnee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding
afruitful, and I will make ’nations
of thee, and kings shall come out
0 1 CC
7 “And 1 will establish my °cov-
enant between me and thee and thy
seed after thee in their generations
for an ‘everlasting covenant, to be
a 4God unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee.

8 And I will ?give unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the °land
wherein thou art a °stranger, all the
1land of ¢Canaan, for an everlasting
fpossession; and I will be their ¢God.

AT GOUO S4a1d U1ito ApDTdIrdIt,
Thou shalt keep my covenant there-
fore, thou, and thy seed after thee
in their generations.

10 This is my “covenant, which ye
shall keen. between me and vou and
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Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision

23

5 Neither shall thy name any more
be called Abram, but thy name shall
be “Abraham; for a father of many
nations have I made thee.

6 And I will make thee exceeding
afruitful, and I will make ’nations
of thee, and °Kkings shall come out
of thee.

7 “‘And 1 will establish my °cov-
enant between me and thee and thy
seed after thee in their generations
for an ‘everlasting covenant, to be
a ‘God unto thee, and to thy seed
after thee.

8 And I will 4give unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the ®land
wherein thou art a °stranger, all the
dland of ¢ Canaan, for an everlasting
fpossession; and I will be their ¢God.

9  And God said unto Abraham,
Thou shalt keep my covenant there-
fore, thou, and thy seed after thee
in their generations.

10 This is my “covenant, which ye
shall keep, between me and you and
thy seed after thee; Every man child
among you shall be ’circumcised.

11 And ye shall “circumcise the
flesh of your foreskin; and it shall
be a ’token of the ‘covenant betwixt
me and you.

12 And he that is “eight days old
shall be circumcised among you,
every man child in your genera-
tions, he that is born in the house,
or ’bought with money of any
stranger, which is not of thy seed.

13 He that is born in thy house, and

he that is bought with thy money,

GENESIS 17:5-21

must needs be circumcised: and my
covenant shall be in your flesh for
an “everlasting covenant.

14 And the uncircumcised man
child whose flesh of his foreskin is
not circumcised, that soul shall be
“cut off from his people; he hath
broken my covenant.

15  And God said unto Abraham,
As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not
call her name Sarai, but ¢Sarah shall
her name be.

16 And I will bless her, and “4give
thee a son also of her: yea, I will
bless her, and she shall be a ®mother
of nations; kings of people shall
be of her.

17 “Then Abraham fell upon his
face, and ’laughed, and said in his
heart, Shall a child be born unto
him that is an ‘hundred years old?
and shall Sarah, that is ninety years

old, bear?

18 And Abraham said unto God, O
that “Ishmael might live before thee!

19 And God said, “Sarah thy wife
shall bear thee a son indeed; and
thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I
will establish my °covenant with
him for an everlasting covenant,
and with his seed after him.

20 And as for ?4Ishmael, I have
heard thee: Behold, I have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly;
btwelve princes shall he beget, and
I will make him a great nation.

21 But my “covenant will I estab-
lish with Isaac, which Sarah shall

Isaac's Birth Promised
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broken my covenant.

15 ( And God said unto Abraham,
As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not
call her name Sarai, but “Sarah shall
her name be.

16 And I will bless her, and ?give
thee a son also of her: yea, I will
bless her, and she shall be a ®mother
of nations; kings of people shall
be of her.

17 “Then Abraham fell upon his
face, and *laughed, and said in his
heart Shall a child be born unto
him that is an ‘hundred years old?

and shall Sarah, that is ninety years
old, bear?

18 And Abraham said unto God, O
that “Ishmael might live before thee!
19 And God said, “Sarah thy wife
shall bear thee a son indeed; and
thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I
will establish my ?’covenant with
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Bible Dictionary - Sarah

Means - “Princess”

HEB and JST

“Rejoiced”
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1/ “1hen Abranam 1fell upon nis
face, and ?’laughed, and said in his
heart, Shall a child be born unto
him that is an ‘hundred years old?
and shall Sarah, that is ninety years

old, bear?

18 And Abraham said unto God, O
that “Ishmael might live before thee!

19 And God said, “Sarah thy wife
shall bear thee a son indeed; and
thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I
will establish my °covenant with
him for an everlasting covenant,
and with his seed after him.

20 And as for ¢Ishmael, I have
heard thee: Behold, I have blessed
him, and will make him fruitful,
and will multiply him exceedingly;
btwelve princes shall he beget, and
I will make him a great nation.

21 But my “covenant will I estab-
lish with Isaac, which Sarah shall

bear unto thee at this set °time in
the next year.

22 And he left off talking with him,
and God went up from Abraham.

" . U » Y Y [ ad J U [
his son, and all that were born in
his house, and all that were bought
with his money, every male among
the men of Abraham’s house; and
acircumcised the flesh of their fore-
skin in the selfsame day, as God had
said unto him.

24 And Abraham was ninety years
old and nine, when he was circum-
cised in the flesh of his foreskin.

25 And Ishmael his son was thir-
teen years old, when he was circum-
cised in the flesh of his foreskin.

26 In the selfsame day was Abra-
ham circumcised, and Ishmael his
SOn.

27 And all the men of his house,
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