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President Harold B. Lee

“I consider the Epistles of Peter among the finest
writings we have in the New Testament. When | am
wanting to pick up something that would give me
some inspiring thoughts | have gone back to one of
the Epistles of Peter” ([address given at the regional
representatives’ seminar, Apr. 5, 1973], 2).



New Testament Seminary Manual (2016)

The author of this epistle is “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:1).
“Peter was originally known as Simeon or Simon (2 Pet. 1:1), a fisherman
of Bethsaida living at Capernaum with his wife. ... Peter was called with

his brother Andrew to be a disciple of Jesus Christ (Matt. 4:18-22; Mark
1:16-18; Luke 5:1-11). ...

“... The Lord selected [Peter] to hold the keys of the kingdom on earth
(Matt. 16:13-18). ...

“Peter was the chief Apostle of his day” (Guide to the Scriptures, “Peter,”
scriptures.lds.org).

Peter’s writings demonstrate his growth from a simple fisherman to a
mighty Apostle.
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Peter likely wrote his First Epistle between A.D. 62 and 64. He wrote from
“Babylon” (1 Peter 5:13), probably a symbolic reference to Rome.

It is generally accepted that Peter died during the reign of the Roman
emperor Nero—likely after A.D. 64, when Nero began to persecute
Christians (see Bible Dictionary, “Peter, Epistles of”).

Peter addressed this epistle to Church members living in the five Roman
provinces of Asia Minor, located in modern-day Turkey (see 1 Peter 1:1).
Peter considered his readers to be the “elect” of God (1 Peter 1:2). He
wrote to strengthen and encourage the Saints in the “trial of [their] faith”
(1 Peter 1:7) and to prepare them for a future “fiery trial” (1 Peter 4:12).
Peter’s message also taught them how to respond to persecution (see 1
Peter 2:19-23; 3:14-15; 4:13).
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Peter’s counsel was very timely because Church members were about to
enter a period of heightened persecution. Until approximately A.D. 64,
about the time when Peter wrote this epistle, the Roman government
generally tolerated Christianity. In July of that year, a fire destroyed much
of Rome, and it was rumored that Emperor Nero himself had ordered the
fire to be started. In an effort to divert blame for the disaster, some
prominent Romans accused the Christians of starting the fire. This led to
intense persecution of Christians throughout the Roman Empire. Peter
indicated that when the Saints “suffer as a Christian” (1 Peter 4:16), they
can feel joy knowing that they are following in the footsteps of Jesus
Christ (see 1 Peter 2:19-23; 3:15-18; 4:12-19).






Greeting

THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL OF

PETER

CHAPTER 1

The trial of our faith precedes salva-
tion—Christ was foreordained to be
the Redeemer.

PETER, an apostle of Jesus

Christ, to the “strangers scat-
tered throughout Pontus, Gala-
tia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
2 “Elect according to the °fore-
knowledge of God the Father,
through ‘sanctification of the Spirit,
unto ‘obedience and ¢sprinkling
of the ’blood of Jesus Christ: Grace
unto you, and peace, be multiplied.
3 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac-
cording to his abundant “mercy hath
®begotten us again unto a ‘lively
hope by the resurrection of ¢Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4 To an “inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the “power of
God through °faith unto salvation
‘ready to be revealed in the last
time.

6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a 4season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through mani-
fold *temptations:

7 That the “trial of your faith, be-
ing much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the
bappearing of Jesus Christ:

8 Whom having not seen, ye love;
in whom, though now ye see him
not, yet “believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory:

9 Receiving the “end of your °faith,
even the °salvation of your souls.

10 Of which 4salvation the ?proph-
ets have inquired and searched dili-
gently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner
of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it
atestified beforehand the bsuffer-
ings of Christ, and the °glory that
should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that
not unto themselves, but unto us
they did minister the things, which
are now reported unto you by them
that have “preached the gospel unto
you with the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven; which things the ?an-
gels desire to look into.

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of
your mind, be “sober, and hope °to

1 1a TG Stranger. 4a Matt. 6:20; b D&C 76:51 (51-70).
2a John 6:44 (44, 63-65). 1 Cor. 9:25 (24-25); ¢ Heb. 10:36.
TG Election. Col. 1:5. 10a TG Salvation.
b TG Foreordination; 5a Rom. 1:16. b Matt. 13:17;
God, Foreknowledge of. b Heb. 10:22 (22-24); Luke 24:27 (26-27);
¢ TG Sanctification. 1 Pet. 1:21 (21-22). Heb. 11:13;
d TG Obedience. ¢ GR prepared. 2 Pet. 3:2.
e Isa. 52:15. 6a TG Probation. 11a Jacob 4:4; 7:11 (11-12);
f EX.24:8 (5-8); b GR trials, afflictions. Mosiah 13:33 (33-35);
Heb. 12:24. TG Temptation. D&C 20:26.
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the end for the °grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation
of Jesus Christ;

14 As obedient children, not fash-
ioning yourselves according to the
former “lusts in your ®ignorance:

15 But as he which hath called you
is holy, so be ye “holy in all manner
of bconversation;

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy;
for I am “holy.

17 And if ye call on the Father, who
without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man’s *work,
pass the time of your sojourning
here in °fear:

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not ‘redeemed with corrupt-
ible things, as silver and gold, from
your ’vain conversation received by
‘tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious “blood of
Christ, as of a ’lamb without *blem-
ish and without spot:

20 “Who verily was ?foreordained
before the foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these last times
for you,

21 Who by him do believe in God,
that raised him up from the dead,
and gave him “glory; that your °faith
and ‘hope might be in God.

22 Seeing ye have “purified your
bsouls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit unto unfeigned “love of
the brethren, see that ye “love one
another with a pure heart fervently:

1 r1roilN 1L.19—4.9

23 Being “born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth
and babideth for ever.

24 For all “flesh is as grass, and all
the glory of man as the flower of
grass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away:

25 But the “word of the Lord en-
dureth for ever. And this is the word
which by the gospel is preached
unto you.

CHAPTER 2

Converts are newborn babes in Christ—
He is the chief cornerstone—Saints hold
a royal priesthood and are a peculiar
people—Saints are in subjection to the
laws of man.

WHEREFORE laying aside all “mal-
ice, and all bguile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all evil °speakings,

2 As “newborn babes, desire the
bsincere ‘milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby:

3 If so be ye have “tasted that the
Lord is gracious.

4 To whom coming, as unto a living
stone, disallowed indeed of men,
but “chosen of God, and precious,

5 Ye also, as “lively stones, are
built up a ’spiritual *house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up ¢spiritual
¢sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ.

6 Wherefore also it is contained in

13¢ TG Grace. ¢ Lev. 1:3; 3:6; 22:20; 25a Ps. 119:89.
14a TG Lust. Deut. 15:21. 2 1a TG Malice.
b Acts 17:30 (29-31). 20a GR Having been b TG Guile.
15a 1 Thes. 2:12. foreknown before the ¢ TG Backbiting; Slander.
b 2 Pet. 3:11; foundation. 2a TG Man, New, Spiritually
D&C 136:24 (23-24). b TG Foreordination; Jesus Reborn.
16a 1 Jn. 3:3. Christ, Authority of; b GR pure, genuine.
17a TG Good Works. Jesus Christ, Foreor- ¢ 1 Cor. 3:2 (2-3);
b TG Reverence. dained; Salvation, Plan of. Heb. 5:13 (13-14);
18a 1 Cor. 6:20. 21a Acts 3:13 (13-15). Mosiah 3:19.
TG Jesus Christ, b Gal. 5:5 (5-6); 3a GR experienced.
Redeemer. 1 Pet. 1:5 (3-8). Heb. 6:5 (4-6);
b GR erroneous, fruitless ¢ TG Hope. Alma 36:26 (24-26).

conduct. 272a TG Purification: Puritv. 4a D&C 50:44.
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knowledge of God the Father,
through ¢sanctification of the Spirit,
unto obedience and ¢sprinkling
of the 'blood of Jesus Christ: Grace
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3 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac-
cording to his abundant “mercy hath
’begotten us again unto a ‘lively

hope by the resurrection of ¢Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4 To an “inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the “power of
God through ?faith unto salvation
‘ready to be revealed in the last
time.

O wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a *season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through mani-

fold *temptations:

1 1a TG Stranger.
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9 Receiving the ?end of your ?faith,
even the csalvation of your souls.

10 Of which “4salvation the °proph-
ets have inquired and searched dili-
gently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner
of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it
atestified beforehand the ’suffer-
ings of Christ, and the °glory that
should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that
not unto themselves, but unto us
they did minister the things, which
are now reported unto you by them
that have “preached the gospel unto
you with the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven; which things the *an-
oels desire to look into.

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of
your mind, be ?sober, and hope °to

b D&C 76:51 (51-70).

ol NN N 7




- - AR A W S v W

unto you, and peace, be multlphed

3 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac-
cording to his abundant “mercy hath
’begotten us again unto a ‘lively
hope by the resurrection of ¢Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4 To an “inheritance incorruptible,
and undefiled, and that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the *power of
God through ®faith unto salvation
‘ready to be revealed in the last
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a 4season, if need be,
ye are in heaviness through mani-
fold *temptations:
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gently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner
of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it
atestified beforehand the °Psuffer-
ings of Christ, and the °glory that
should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that
not unto themselves, but unto us
they did minister the things, which
are now reported unto you by them
that have “preached the gospel unto
you with the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven; which things the an-
ogels desire to look into.

13 Wherefore gird up the loins of
your mind, be 4sober, and hope °to
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1 1a TG Stranger. 4a Matt. 6:20; b D&C 76:51 (51-70).
2a John 6:44 (44, 63-65). 1 Cor. 9:25 (24-25); ¢ Heb. 10:36.
TG Election. Col. 1:5. 10a TG Salvation.

b TG Foreordination; 5a Rom. 1:16. b Matt. 13:17;
God, Foreknowledge of. b Heb. 10:22 (22-24); Luke 24:27 (26-27);
¢ TG Sanctification. 1 Pet. 1:21 (21—22) Heb. 11:13;

A m—~ (YIaadio o | A~ N NN\ N e

D



CHAPTER 1

The trial of our faith precedes salva-
tion—Christ was foreordained to be
the Redeemer.

PETER, an apostle of Jesus

Christ, to the 4strangers scat-
tered throughout Pontus, Gala-
tia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
2 “Elect according to the °®fore-
knowledge of God the Father,
through °sanctification of the Spirit,
unto 4obedience and °sprinkling
of the 'blood of Jesus Christ: Grace
unto you, and peace, be multiplied.
3 Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which ac-
cording to his abundant “mercy hath
bbegotten us again unto a ‘lively
hope by the resurrection of ¢Jesus
Christ from the dead,

4 To an “inheritance incorruptible,
A 1 1tvnJdafFiladd anA thhat Fadathh Nt

7 That the “trial of your faith, be-
ing much more precious than of
oold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the
bappearing of Jesus Christ:

8 Whom having not seen, ye love;
in whom, though now ye see him
not, yet “believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory:

9 Receiving the %end of your faith,
even the csalvation of your souls.
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ets have inquired and searched dili-
ogently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner
of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it
atestified beforehand the ?suffer-
ings of Christ, and the °glory that
should follow.
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Peter told the Saints, “Ye rejoice with joy unspeakable ... : receiving the
end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:8-9). “The
end” in this passage can also be translated as “outcome” or “goal” (1 Peter
1:9, footnote a); therefore, Peter’s point was that Saints who endure
adversity can receive their ultimate goal of salvation through Jesus
Christ. For some Christians in Peter’s day, enduring in faith did not mean
enduring mortal difficulties such as illness. For them, enduring in faith
resulted in their deaths. Peter’s testimony was intended to strengthen all
the Saints of his time, including those whose faith would cost them their

lives.



Elder Neil L. Andersen

“How do you remain ‘steadfast and immovable’ [Alma
1:25] during a trial of faith? You immerse yourself in the
very things that helped build your core of faith: you
exercise faith in Christ, you pray, you ponder the
scriptures, you repent, you keep the commandments,
and you serve others.

“When faced with a trial of faith—whatever you do, you
don’t step away from the Church! Distancing yourself
from the kingdom of God during a trial of faith is like
leaving the safety of a secure storm cellar just as the
tornado comes into view.”

(“Trial of Your Faith,” Oct. 2012 GC, Ensign, Nov. 2012, 40).



Elder Neil L. Andersen

“In the crucible of earthly trials, patiently move
forward, and the Savior’s healing power will bring you
light, understanding, peace, and hope. Pray with all
your heart. Strengthen your faith in Jesus Christ, in
His reality, in His grace. ... Look forward. Your
troubles and sorrows are very real, but they will not
last forever. Your dark night will pass, because the Son
... [did rise] with healing in his wings.”

(Neil L. Andersen, “Wounded,” Oct 2018 GC, Ensign or Liahona,
Nov. 2018, 85)
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even the salvation of your souls.

10 Of which ¢salvation the °proph-
ets have inquired and searched dili-
gently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come unto you:

11 Searching what, or what manner
of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it
“testified beforehand the ®suffer-
ings of Christ, and the °glory that
should follow.

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that
not unto themselves, but unto us
they did minister the things, which
are now reported unto you by them
that have “preached the gospel unto
you with the Holy Ghost sent down
from heaven; which things the *an-
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"13 Wherefore oird up the loins of
your mind, be 4sober, and hope °to

b D&C 76:51 (51-70).
¢ Heb. 10:36.
| 10_a TG SalyAatlzi_on.
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the end for the °grace that is to be
brought unto you at the revelation
of Jesus Christ;

14 As obedient children, not fash-
ioning yourselves according to the
former “¢lusts in your ?ignorance:

15 But as he which hath called you
is holy, so be ye “holy in all manner
of bconversation;

16 Because it 1s written, Be ye holy;
for I am “holy.

17 And if ye call on the Father, who
without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man’s *work,
pass the time of your sojourning
here in ®fear:

were not “redeemed with corrupt-
ible things, as silver and gold, from
your ’vain conversation received by
‘tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious *blood of
Christ, as of a ’lamb without blem-
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President Russell M. Nelson

“[The scriptures] hold the promise that we shall, if
faithful in all things, become like Deity. ...

“.. Encouragement comes as we follow the example
of Jesus, who taught, ‘Be ye holy; for | am holy’ [1
Peter 1:16]. His hope for us is crystal clear! He
declared: ‘What manner of men ought ye to be? Verily
| say unto you, even as | am’[3 Nephi 27:27]. Thus, our
adoration of Jesus is best expressed by our emulation
of Jesus. ...




President Russell M. Nelson

“This divine entreaty is consistent with the fact that,
as begotten children of heavenly parents, we are
endowed with the potential to become like them, just

as mortal children may become like their mortal
parents.”

(“Perfection Pending,” Ensign, Oct 1995 GC, Nov. 1995, 87-88).



according to every man’s *work,
pass the time of your sojourning
N C 2 1 a b ays .

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not ‘redeemed with corrupt-
ible things, as silver and gold, from

your ’vain conversation received by |

‘tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious *blood of f

Christ, as of a ’lamb without ‘blem-
ish and without spot:

20 “Who verily was ?foreordained
before the foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these last times
for you,

21 Who by him do believe in God,
that raised him up from the dead,
and gave him %glory; that your °faith
and ‘hope might be in God.
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bsouls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit unto unfeigned clove of
the brethren, see that ye 4love one

another with a pure heart fervently:

CHAPTER 2

Converts are newborn babes in Christ—
He is the chief cornerstone—Saints hold
a royal priesthood and are a peculiar
people—Saints are in subjection to the
laws of man.

WHEREFORE laying aside all “mal-
ice, and all ’guile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all evil °speakings,

2 As newborn babes, desire the
bsincere ‘milk of the word, that ye

! may grow thereby:

3 If so be ye have “tasted that the
Lord is gracious.

4 To whom coming, as unto a living
stone, disallowed indeed of men,
but “chosen of God, and precious,

5 Ye also, as “lively stones, are
built up a b’spiritual chouse, an holy
priesthood, to offer up 4spiritual
¢sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ.

6 Wherefore also it is contained in
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23 Being “born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth
and ®abideth for ever.

24 For all “flesh is as grass, and all
the glory of man as the flower of
orass. The grass withereth, and the
flower thereof falleth away:

25 But the “word of the Lord en-
dureth for ever. And this is the word
which by the gospel is preached
unto you.

CHAPTER 2

Converts are newborn babes in Christ—
He is the chief cornerstone—Saints hold
a royal priesthood and are a peculiar
people—Saints are in subjection to the
laws of man.

WHEREFORE laying aside all “mal-
ice, and all bguile, and hypocrisies,
and envies, and all eV11 ‘speakings,
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The phrase “all flesh is as grass”
comes from lsaiah 40:6-8, which
compares man’s frailties to the
withering of vegetation in the hot
desert wind (see also Psalm 103:15-
16). Unlike the withering grass, the
word of the Lord “abideth for ever”
(1 Peter 1:23); it gives life and
strength to all who embrace it and
are born again.






L 1S to be 23 Being *born again, not of cor-
velation | ruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the word of God, which liveth
not fash- | and ?abideth for ever.
12 to the 24 For all “flesh is as grass, and all
rance: the glory of man as the flower of
1lled you | grass. The grass withereth, and the
‘manner | flower thereof falleth away:
25 But the *word of the Lord en-
>ye holy; | dureth for ever. And this is the word
which by the gospel is preached
her, who | unto you.
judgeth
S ‘work, CHAPTER 2
OUININE | converts are newborn babes in Christ—
s that ye He is the chief cornerstone—Saints hold
corrupt- a royal priesthood qnd are a peculiar
1d. from people—Saints are in subjection to the
ceic{)ed by laws of man.
T'S; WHEREFORE laying aside all “mal-
‘blood of | ice, and all ’guile, and hypocrisies,
1t ‘blem- | and envies, and all evil ‘speakings,
2 As newborn babes, desire the
yrdained | ’sincere ‘milk of the word, that ye
e world, | may grow thereby:
ast times 3 If so be ye have “tasted that the
Lord is gracious.
e in God, 4 To whom coming, as unto a living
he dead, | stone, disallowed indeed of men,
ur ’faith | but “chosen of God, and precious,
d. 5 Ye also, as “lively stones, are
ied your | built up a®spiritual chouse, an holy
through | priesthood, to offer up “spiritual
‘love of | ¢sacrifices, acceptable to God by
lJove one | Jesus Christ.
ervently: 6 Wherefore also it is contained in
¢ Lev. 1:3; 3:6; 22:20; 25a Ps. 119:89.
Deut. 15:21. 2 1a TG Malice.
Oa GR Having been b TG Guile.
foreknown before the ¢ TG Backbiting; Slander.
foundation. 2a TG Man, New, Spiritually
b TG Foreordination; Jesus Reborn.
Christ, Authority of; b GR pure, genuine.
Jesus Christ, Foreor- ¢ 1 Cor. 3:2 (2-3);

dained; Salvation, Plan of.

Heb. 5:13 (13-14);

la Acts 3:13 (13-15). Mosiah 3:19.
b Gal. 5:5 (5-6); 3a GR experienced.
1 Pet. 1:5 (3-8). Heb. 6:5 (4-6);

¢ TG Hope.

Alma 36:26 (24-26).

2a TG Purification; Purity. 4a D&C 50:44.

A Living Stone and a Holy People
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the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a
chief “corner ’stone, elect, precious:
and he that °believeth on him shall
not be ¢confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe
he is precious: but unto them which
be ?disobedient, the stone which
the builders bdisallowed, the same
1S made the head of the corner,

8 And a “stone of ’stumbling, and
a ‘rock of 4offence, even to them
which ¢stumble at the word, being
disobedient: whereunto also they
were ‘appointed.

9 But ye are a “chosen generation, a
broyal °priesthood, an ¢holy °nation,
a 'peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of ¢darkness
into his marvellous "light:

10 Which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy,
but now have obtained mercy.

11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as “strangers and °pilgrims, cab-
stain from fleshly ¢lusts, which ¢war
against the soul,;

12 Having your conversation “hon-
est among the Gentiles: that, whereas
they speak against you as evildoers,
they may by your good *works, which

4 I 71TV

they shall behold, glorify God in the
day of visitation.

13 *Submit yourselves to every
bordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake: whether it be to the king, as
csupreme;

14 Or unto governors, as unto them
that are sent by him for the pun-
ishment of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well.

15 For so is the will of God, that
with well doing ye may put to ¢si-
lence the bignorance of foolish men:

16 As free, and not using your *lib-
erty for a cloak of ?maliciousness,
but as the “servants of God.

17 “Honour all men. Love the
®brotherhood. ‘Fear God. Honour the
King.

18 *Servants, be subject to your
bmasters with all fear; not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the
‘froward.

19 For this is “thankworthy, if a
man for conscience toward God en-
dure °grief, suffering wrongfully.

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye
be buffeted for your faults, ye shall
take it “patiently? but if, when ye
do well, and bsuffer for it, ye take it
cpatiently, this is Yacceptable with
God.

6a TG Cornerstone. f GR purchased, pre- 15a TG Silence.
b Isa. 28:16. served; note that in b TG Ignorance.
¢ 3 Ne. 11:39 (37-40). Ex. 19:5 the Hebrew 16a TG Liberty.
d GR ashamed, word is segullah, mean- b TG Malice.
disappointed. ing “special possession ¢ TG Servant.
7a TG Disobedience. or property.” 17a TG Respect.
b Matt. 21:42 (42-46); TG Israel, Mission of; b TG Brotherhood and
Luke 9:22. Modesty; Sisterhood.
8a 1 Cor. 1:18 (18-24). Peculiar People. ¢ Prov. 24:21.
b Isa. 28:16; g TG Walking in d TG Citizenship;
2 Ne. 18:14 (13-15). Darkness. Kings, Earthly.
¢ TG Rock. h TG Light [noun)]. 18a Col. 3:22;
d TG Offense. 11a TG Stranger. 1 Tim. 6:1 (1-2);
e Matt. 21:44 (33-46). b GR resident aliens, Titus 2:9 (9-10).
f Rom. 9:22 (9-23); sojourners. b Eph. 6:5 (5-8).
1 Thes. 5:9. ¢ TG Abstain. ¢ GR crooked, wicked.
9a TG Election. d TG Lust. 19a GR pleasing, gracious.
b TG Mission of Early e TG War. b TG Tribulation.
Saints; 12a TG Children of Light; 20a D&C 122:7 (7-8).

Submission to Authority
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21 For even hereunto were ye | the hair,
called: because Christ also “suffered | of puttin
for us, leaving us an Yexample, that 4 But let
ye should follow his steps: heart, in

22 Who did no 4sin, neither was | ible, even
bouile found in his mouth: and quie

23 Who, when he was “reviled, re- | sight of (
viled not again; when he suffered, he 5 For af
threatened not; but °committed him- | time the
self to him that judgeth righteously: | btrusted i

24 Who his own self *bare our | being°‘in
bsins in his own body on the tree, | husband:
that we, being dead to sins, should 6 Even
live unto righteousness: by whose | calling h
‘stripes ye were healed. ye are, as

25 For ye were as “sheep going | not afrai
astray; but are now returned unto 7 Likew
the °Shepherd and °Bishop of your | with then
souls. giving °h

unto the»

CHAPTER 3 ¢heirs tog

Husbands and wives should honor t%algiyr?alﬁ

each other—Saints should live by gos- having !
pel standards—Christ preached to the S

spirits in prison other, loy

' be ¢courte

LIKEWISE, ye “wives, be in subjection 9 Not “r

to your own husbands; that, if any | railing fc

®obey not the word, they also may | blessing;

without the word be won by the | unto call

cconversation of the wives; a ‘blessir

2 While they behold your “chaste 10 For 1
bconversation coupled with fear. see good

3 Whose adorning let it not be | *tongue f
that outward “adorning of plaiting | they spe:

21a TG Jesus Christ, ¢ TG Bishop.

Atonement through; 3 1a TG Family, Love within
Redemption; Marriage, Wives.
Self-Sacrifice. b TG Disobedience.

b TG Example; c JST1Pet.3:1...
Jesus Christ, Exemplar. conduct . .

22a Isa. 53:9. 2a TG Chastity.

TG Sin. b JST 1 Pet. 3:2.. ..
b TG Guile; Sincere. conduct . .
23a Isa. 53:3 (3-6). 3a TG Apparel;
TG Jesus Christ, Trials of; Modesty.
Retribution; 4a TG Beauty.
Reviling. b GR gentle, mild,
b TG Commitment. forgiving.
24a TG Accountability; 5a TG Woman.
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Peter's message was that by
embracing the gospel, gentile
converts had become part of
God’s chosen people, the new
Israel. They were the chosen
nation (see Isaiah 43:20), a royal
“kingdom of priests, and an holy
nation” (Exodus 19:6).
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8 And a “stone of "stumbhng, and
a ‘rock of 4offence, even to them
which ¢stumble at the word, being
disobedient: whereunto also they
9 But ye are a “chosen generation, a
broyal ‘priesthood, an ¢holy ¢nation,
a 'peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of ¢darkness
into his marvellous "light:

10 Which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy,
but now have obtained mercy.
JCdrIly pcloved, 1L ocsca
as strangers and Ypilgrims, cab-
stain from fleshly 4lusts, which ¢ewar
against the soul;

12 Having your conversation “hon-
est among the Gentiles: that, whereas
they speak against you as evildoers,
they may by your good *works, which
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President Russell M. Nelson

“In the Old Testament, the Hebrew term from which
peculiar was translated is segullah, which means
‘valued property, or ‘treasure. In the New Testament,
the Greek term from which peculiar was translated is
peripoiesis, which means ‘possession, or ‘an obtaining.

“Thus, we see that the scriptural term peculiar
signifies ‘valued treasure, ‘made’ or ‘selected by God.
For us to be identified by servants of the Lord as his
peculiar people is a compliment of the highest order.”

(“Children of the Covenant,” Apr 1995 GC, Ensign, May 1995, 34).
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Peter may have called the Saints
“strangers” and “pilgrims” either
because they lived among
people who were culturally and
religiously different from the
Saints or because they were
away from their heavenly home,
living as mortals temporarily.
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broyal ‘priesthood, an ¢holy ¢nation,
a 'peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of é¢darkness
into his marvellous "light:

10 Which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy,
11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and Ppilgrims, cab-
stain from fleshly 4lusts, which ¢war
against the soul;

12 Having your conversation “hon-
est among the Gentiles: that, whereas
they speak against you as evildoers,
they may by your good *works, which

a TG Cornerstone.

b Isa. 28:16.

¢ 3 Ne. 11:39 (37-40).

d GR ashamed,
disappointed.

7a TG Disobedience.

b Matt. 21:42 (42-46);
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served; note that i
Ex. 19:5 the Hebre¢
word is segullah, 1r
ing “special posse:
or property.”

TG Israel, Mission
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Elaine S. Dalton

“If you desire to make a
difference in the world, you
must be different from the
world.”

(“Now Is the Time to Arise and Shine!”
Apr. 2012 GC, Ensign or Liahona, May
2012, 124).
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a 'peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of é¢darkness
into his marvellous "light:

10 Which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy,
11 Dearly beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and Ppilgrims, cab-
stain from fleshly 4lusts, which ¢war
against the soul;

12 Having your conversation “hon-
est among the Gentiles: that, whereas
they speak against you as evildoers,
they may by your good *works, which

a TG Cornerstone.

b Isa. 28:16.

¢ 3 Ne. 11:39 (37-40).

d GR ashamed,
disappointed.

7a TG Disobedience.

b Matt. 21:42 (42-46);
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the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a
chief “corner ’stone, elect, precious:
and he that °believeth on him shall
not be 4confounded.

7 Unto you therefore which believe
he is precious: but unto them which
be “disobedient, the stone which
the builders ?disallowed, the same
1s made the head of the corner,

8 And a ?stone of ’stumbling, and
a ‘rock of 4offence, even to them
which ¢stumble at the word, being
disobedient: whereunto also they
were 'appointed.

9 But ye are a “chosen generation, a
broyal ‘priesthood, an ¢holy ¢nation,
a 'peculiar people; that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of ¢darkness
into his marvellous "light:

10 Which in time past were not a
people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy,
but now have obtained mercy.

- 44 D aN

they shall behold, glorify God in the
day of visitation.

13 “Submit yourselves to every
bordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake: whether it be to the king, as
‘supreme;

14 Or unto governors, as unto them
that are sent by him for the pun-
ishment of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well.

15 For so is the will of God, that
with well doing ye may put to ¢si-
lence the ?ignorance of foolish men:

16 As free, and not using your *lib-
erty for a cloak of Pmaliciousness,
but as the °servants of God.

17 “Honour all men. Love the
*brotherhood. ‘Fear God. Honour the
1king.

18 “Servants, be subject to your
bmasters with all fear; not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the
‘froward.

19 For this is “thankworthy, if a
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15 For soO 1S the will or God, that
with well doing ye may put to ¢si-
lence the ?ignorance of foolish men:

16 As free, and not using your *lib-
erty for a cloak of Pmaliciousness,
but as the °servants of God.

17 “Honour all men. Love the
®brotherhood. ‘Fear God. Honour the
1king.

18 “Servants, be subject to your
bmasters with all fear; not only to
the good and gentle, but also to the
‘frowarc
19 For this is “thankworthy, if a
man for conscience toward God en-
dure bgrief, suffering wrongfully.

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye
be buffeted for your faults, ye shall
take it 4patiently? but if, when ye
do well, and ®suffer for it, ye take it
cpatiently, this is 4acceptable with
God.

15a TG Silence.
b TG Ignorance.
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21 For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also “suffered
for us, leaving us an Yexample, that
yve should follow his steps:

22 Who did no %sin, neither was
bouile found in his mouth:

23 Who, when he was %reviled, re-
viled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but °committed him-
self to him that judgeth righteously:

24 Who his own self ?bare our
bsins in his own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose
‘stripes ye were healed.

25 For ye were as “?sheep going
astray; but are now returned unto
the ®*Shepherd and *Bishop of your
souls.
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In 1 Peter 2:18-25, Peter specifically addressed household servants, who in
the Roman Empire were almost always slaves and were often mistreated by
their masters. He taught about the difference between suffering for one’s
faults and enduring undeserved punishment (see 1 Peter 2:20). Peter
encouraged servants to learn from the example of Jesus Christ, who was
falsely accused before Jewish and Roman leaders and yet did not retaliate
(see 1 Peter 2:23). The Greek word Peter used that was translated as
buffeted (1 Peter 2:20) literally means “to be struck with fists” and is the
term used by both Matthew and Mark to describe the treatment of the
Master (see Matthew 26:67; Mark 14:65). Peter hinted at the contemptuous
scorn of the Jewish leaders and Christ’s silent acceptance of it (see 1 Peter
2:23). Peter mentioned the stripes the Lord received, using the word which
means “bruise” or the “bloody welt which results from lashing with a whip,”
which is exactly the result of a Roman scourging (see Isaiah 53:5-12).
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21 For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also “suffered
for us, leaving us an Pexample, that
ye should follow his steps:

22 Who did no 4sin, neither was
bouile found in his mouth:

23 Who, when he was “reviled, re-
viled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but °committed him-
self to him that judgeth righteously:

24 Who his own self “bare our
bsins in his own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose
‘stripes ye were healed.

25 For ye were as “sheep going
astray; but are now returned unto
the *Shepherd and °Bishop of your
souls.

CHAPTER 3

Husbands and wives should honor
each other—Saints should live by gos-
pel standards—Christ preached to the
spirits in prison.

LIKEWISE, ye *wives, be in subjection
to your own husbands; that, if any
bobey not the word, they also may
without the word be won by the
cconversation of the wives;

2 While they behold your “chaste
bconversation coupled with fear.

3 Whose adorning let it not be
that outward “adorning of plaiting

A A A /A A JAN Lol AT IJAY

the hair, and of wearing of gold, or
of putting on of apparel;

4 But let it be the hidden man of the
heart, in that which is not corrupt-
ible, even the “ornament of a "meek
and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price.

5 For after this manner in the old
time the holy “women also, who
btrusted in God, adorned themselves,
being in subjection unto their own
husbands:

6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord: whose “daughters
ye are, as long as ye do well, and are
not afraid with any Yamazement.

7 Likewise, ye “husbands, dwell
with them according to °’knowledge,
giving ‘honour unto the 4wife, as
unto the weaker vessel, and as being
¢heirs together of the grace of life;
that your 'prayers be not hindered.

8 Finally, be ye all of “one mind,
having *compassion one of an-
other, love as ‘brethren, be 4pitiful,
be ¢ccourteous:

9 Not “rendering Yevil for evil, or
railing for railing: but contrariwise
blessing; knowing that ye are there-
unto called, that ye should inherit
a ‘blessing.

10 For he that will love life, and
see good days, let him “refrain his
®tongue from evil, and his lips that
they speak no ‘guile:

21a TG Jesus Christ, ¢ TG Bishop. b D&C 121:42.
Atonement through; 3 1a TG Family, Love within; ¢ TG Marriage, Continuing
Redemption; Marriage, Wives. Courtship in.
Self-Sacrifice. b TG Disobedience. d TG Marriage, Wives;

b TG Example; c JST 1 Pet. 3:1... Woman.
Jesus Christ, Exemplar. conduct . . . e TG Marriage, Celestial.
22a Isa. 53:9. 2a TG Chastity. f TG Prayer.
TG Sin. b JST 1 Pet. 3:2... 8a TG Unity.
b TG Guile; Sincere. conduct . . . b TG Compassion;
23a Isa. 53:3 (3-6). 3a TG Apparel; Kindness;
TG Jesus Christ, Trials of; Modesty. Welfare.
Retribution; 4a TG Beauty. ¢ TG Brotherhood and
Reviling. b GR gentle, mild, Sisterhood.
b TG Commitment. forgiving. d GR tenderhearted,
24a TG Accountability; 5a TG Woman. compassionate.

Wives and Husbands

Suffering for Righteousness' Sake

1 relik 311—-4914

11 Let him “eschew evil, and do
good; let him seek ?peace, and ‘en-
sue it.

12 For the %eyes of the Lord are over
the ’righteous, and his ears are open
unto their ‘prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that do %evil.

13 And who is he that will harm
you, if ye be *followers of that which
1s good?

14 But and if ye %suffer for °righ-
teousness’ sake, chappy are ye: and
be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled;

15 But “4sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give Pan answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the chope
that is in you with meekness and
¢fear:

16 Having a good “conscience; that,
whereas they speak evil of you, as
of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good ®con-
versation in Christ.

17 For it is better, if the will of God
be so, that ye 4suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing.

18 For Christ also hath once “suf-
fered for sins, the just for the un-
just, that he might bring us to God,
being put to ‘death in the flesh, but
quickened by the “Spirit:

15390

19 By which also he went and
2preached unto the Pspirits in
‘prison;

20 “Which sometime were °dis-
obedient, when once the ‘longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days of
iNoah, while the ark was a prepar-
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were ¢saved by 'water.

21 The like figure whereunto even
“paptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God,) by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who is gone into “heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; *angels
and cauthorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4

Peter explains why the gospel is preached
to the dead—Saints should speak as
the oracles of God—The righteous will
be tried and tested in all things.

FORASMUCH then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same
‘mind: °for he that hath suffered
in the flesh hath ceased from °sin;

2 That he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to

11a GR turn away from, conduct . . ark was preparing . ..
avoid. 17a TG Self-Sacrifice. b TG Disobedience.
b TG Peacemakers; 18a TG Jesus Christ, ¢ TG Forbear.
Peace of God. Atonement through; d Gen. 7:1.

¢ GR pursue, follow

Jesus Christ, Redeemer;

TG Earth, Cleansing of.

eagerly. Pain; Redemption. e Gen. 8:1;
12a Ps. 33:18. b TG Injustice. Heb. 11:7;
TG Abundant Life; ¢ TG Death; 2 Pet. 2:5.
Reward. Jesus Christ, Death of. f TG Flood.
b TG Righteousness. d TG God, Spirit of. 21a TG Baptism;
¢ TG Prayer. 19a TG Genealogy and Baptism, Essential.
d TG Evil. Temple Work; 22a John 7:34.
13a TG Commitment. Preaching. b TG Angels.
14a Luke 6:22; b TG Salvation for the ¢ Col. 1:16; 2:10.

James 1:12 (8-16).
TG Suffering.
b TG Righteousness.

Dead; Spirit Body;

Spirits, Disembodied,;
Spirits in Prison. b JST 1 Pet. 4:2 For you
¢ TG Happiness. ¢ Luke 1:79 (77-79);

TG Authority.
4 1a GR intent, idea, thought.

who have suffered in the
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In 1 Peter 3:1-6, Peter encouraged Christian wives to be “in subjection”
to their nonbelieving husbands who “obey not the word” in order to win
them over for Christ by their righteous conduct (1 Peter 3:1). The use of
the word subjection should not be understood as a passive or docile
obedience. Rather, the words subjection and submissive are used in the
scriptures to mean selflessness, humility, and love within relationships
(see Hebrews 12:9; Alma 7:23). The teachings of the Restoration make
clear that both the husband and the wife should be humble,
submissive, and selfless in their interactions with one another (see the
commentary for Ephesians 5:21-25). Peter taught that female Saints
who show devotion to God follow in the tradition of holy women, such
as Sarah the wife of Abraham (see 1 Peter 3:5-6; for additional insights,
see the commentary for 1 Timothy 2:9-10).
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When Peter described women as the “weaker vessel” (1 Peter 3:7), he
could have simply meant that in most cases women have less
physical strength than men. Peter did not imply that women are any
less worthy than men; in fact, he went on to say that women are
“heirs together [with men] of the grace of life” (1 Peter 3:7; see also
the commentary for Ephesians 5:21-25).
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21 For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also “suffered
for us, leaving us an Pexample, that
ye should follow his steps:

22 Who did no 4sin, neither was
bouile found in his mouth:

23 Who, when he was “reviled, re-
viled not again; when he suffered, he
threatened not; but °committed him-
self to him that judgeth righteously:

24 Who his own self “bare our
bsins in his own body on the tree,
that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose
‘stripes ye were healed.

25 For ye were as “sheep going
astray; but are now returned unto
the *Shepherd and °Bishop of your
souls.

CHAPTER 3

Husbands and wives should honor
each other—Saints should live by gos-
pel standards—Christ preached to the
spirits in prison.

LIKEWISE, ye *wives, be in subjection
to your own husbands; that, if any
bobey not the word, they also may
without the word be won by the
cconversation of the wives;

2 While they behold your “chaste
bconversation coupled with fear.

3 Whose adorning let it not be
that outward “adorning of plaiting
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the hair, and of wearing of gold, or
of putting on of apparel;

4 But let it be the hidden man of the
heart, in that which is not corrupt-
ible, even the “ornament of a "meek
and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price.

5 For after this manner in the old
time the holy “women also, who
btrusted in God, adorned themselves,
being in subjection unto their own
husbands:

6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord: whose “daughters
ye are, as long as ye do well, and are
not afraid with any Yamazement.

7 Likewise, ye “husbands, dwell
with them according to °’knowledge,
giving ‘honour unto the 4wife, as
unto the weaker vessel, and as being
¢heirs together of the grace of life;
that your 'prayers be not hindered.

8 Finally, be ye all of “one mind,
having *compassion one of an-
other, love as ‘brethren, be 4pitiful,
be ¢ccourteous:

9 Not “rendering Yevil for evil, or
railing for railing: but contrariwise
blessing; knowing that ye are there-
unto called, that ye should inherit
a ‘blessing.

10 For he that will love life, and
see good days, let him “refrain his
®tongue from evil, and his lips that
they speak no ‘guile:

21a TG Jesus Christ, ¢ TG Bishop. b D&C 121:42.
Atonement through; 3 1a TG Family, Love within; ¢ TG Marriage, Continuing
Redemption; Marriage, Wives. Courtship in.
Self-Sacrifice. b TG Disobedience. d TG Marriage, Wives;

b TG Example; c JST 1 Pet. 3:1... Woman.
Jesus Christ, Exemplar. conduct . . . e TG Marriage, Celestial.
22a Isa. 53:9. 2a TG Chastity. f TG Prayer.
TG Sin. b JST 1 Pet. 3:2... 8a TG Unity.
b TG Guile; Sincere. conduct . . . b TG Compassion;
23a Isa. 53:3 (3-6). 3a TG Apparel; Kindness;
TG Jesus Christ, Trials of; Modesty. Welfare.
Retribution; 4a TG Beauty. ¢ TG Brotherhood and
Reviling. b GR gentle, mild, Sisterhood.
b TG Commitment. forgiving. d GR tenderhearted,
24a TG Accountability; 5a TG Woman. compassionate.

Wives and Husbands

Suffering for Righteousness' Sake
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11 Let him “eschew evil, and do
good; let him seek ?peace, and ‘en-
sue it.

12 For the %eyes of the Lord are over
the ’righteous, and his ears are open
unto their ‘prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that do %evil.

13 And who is he that will harm
you, if ye be *followers of that which
1s good?

14 But and if ye %suffer for °righ-
teousness’ sake, chappy are ye: and
be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled;

15 But “4sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give Pan answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the chope
that is in you with meekness and
¢fear:

16 Having a good “conscience; that,
whereas they speak evil of you, as
of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good ®con-
versation in Christ.

17 For it is better, if the will of God
be so, that ye 4suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing.

18 For Christ also hath once “suf-
fered for sins, the just for the un-
just, that he might bring us to God,
being put to ‘death in the flesh, but
quickened by the “Spirit:

15390

19 By which also he went and
2preached unto the Pspirits in
‘prison;

20 “Which sometime were °dis-
obedient, when once the ‘longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days of
iNoah, while the ark was a prepar-
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were ¢saved by 'water.

21 The like figure whereunto even
“paptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God,) by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who is gone into “heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; *angels
and cauthorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4

Peter explains why the gospel is preached
to the dead—Saints should speak as
the oracles of God—The righteous will
be tried and tested in all things.

FORASMUCH then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same
‘mind: °for he that hath suffered
in the flesh hath ceased from °sin;

2 That he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to

11a GR turn away from, conduct . . ark was preparing . ..
avoid. 17a TG Self-Sacrifice. b TG Disobedience.
b TG Peacemakers; 18a TG Jesus Christ, ¢ TG Forbear.
Peace of God. Atonement through; d Gen. 7:1.

¢ GR pursue, follow

Jesus Christ, Redeemer;

TG Earth, Cleansing of.

eagerly. Pain; Redemption. e Gen. 8:1;
12a Ps. 33:18. b TG Injustice. Heb. 11:7;
TG Abundant Life; ¢ TG Death; 2 Pet. 2:5.
Reward. Jesus Christ, Death of. f TG Flood.
b TG Righteousness. d TG God, Spirit of. 21a TG Baptism;
¢ TG Prayer. 19a TG Genealogy and Baptism, Essential.
d TG Evil. Temple Work; 22a John 7:34.
13a TG Commitment. Preaching. b TG Angels.
14a Luke 6:22; b TG Salvation for the ¢ Col. 1:16; 2:10.

James 1:12 (8-16).
TG Suffering.
b TG Righteousness.

Dead; Spirit Body;

Spirits, Disembodied,;
Spirits in Prison. b JST 1 Pet. 4:2 For you
¢ TG Happiness. ¢ Luke 1:79 (77-79);

TG Authority.
4 1a GR intent, idea, thought.

who have suffered in the



unto their ‘prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that do %evil.

13 And who is he that will harm

you, if ye be “followers of that which
1S oaonnd?
14 But and if ye 4suffer for ’righ-
teousness’ sake, chappy are ye: and
be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled;

15 But 4sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give ’an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the ‘hope
that is in you with ‘meekness and
‘fear:

16 Having a good *conscience; that,
whereas they speak evil of you, as
of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good ?con-
versation in Christ.

3l0) DE ULET, 1€ WIIIL C 0C
be so, that ye ?suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing.

18 For Christ also hath once 4suf-

fering of God waited i1n the days of
1Noah, while the ark was a prepar-
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were ¢saved by 'water.

21 The like figure whereunto even
“paptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God,) by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who i1s gone into “heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; *angels
and cauthorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4

Peter explains why the gospel is preached
to the dead—Saints should speak as
the oracles of God—The righteous will
be tried and tested in all things.

FORASMUCH then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yoqrsglygs li‘kew‘ise_ Witl} then§ame‘



President Russell M. Nelson

“Each member can be an example of the believers. ... Your
good works will be evident to others. The light of the Lord
can beam from your eyes. With that radiance, you had
better prepare for questions. ...

“Let your response be warm and joyful. And let your
response be relevant to that individual. Remember, he or
she is also a child of God, that very God who dearly wants
that person to qualify for eternal life and return to Him one
day. You may be the very one to open the door to his or her
salvation and understanding of the doctrine of Christ.”

(“Be Thou an Example of the Believers,” Oct 2010 GC, Ensign or
Liahona, Nov. 2010, 48).
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be troubled;

15 But 4sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give Yan answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the chope
that is in you with meekness and
‘fear:

16 Having a good “conscience; that,
whereas they speak evil of you, as
of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good ?con-
versation in Christ.

17 For it is better, if the will of God
be so, that ye ?suffer for well doing,

1Al (] = (1()1 11 ¢
18 For Christ also hath once “suf-
fered for sins, the just for the ®un-
just, that he might bring us to God,
being put to ‘death in the flesh, but
quickened by the 4Spirit:

11a GR turn away from,
avoid.
b TG Peacemakers;

conduct . .
17a TG Self-Sacrifice.
18a TG Jesus Christ,
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science toward God,) by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who 1s gone into “heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; *angels
and cauthorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4

Peter explains why the gospel is preached
to the dead—Saints should speak as
the oracles of God—The righteous will
be tried and tested in all things.

FORASMUCH then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same
‘mind: °for he that hath suffered
in the flesh hath ceased from ¢sin;

2 That he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to

ark was preparing . ..
b TG Disobedience.
¢ TG Forbear.
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19 By which also he went and
“preached unto the ?spirits in
‘prison;

20 “Which sometime were °dis-

obedient, when once the “longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days of
1Noah, while the ark was a prepar-
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were ¢saved by 'water.
e l1Ke T1igure whereunto even
“paptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God,) by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who is gone into “heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; *angels
and cauthorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4
Peter explains why the gospel is preached

NT Institute Student Manual

While the Gospels do not mention
details about Jesus Christ’s
experiences between the time of
His Crucifixion and His
Resurrection, Peter provided the
insight that Jesus “went and
preached unto the spirits in prison;
some of whom were disobedient in
the days of Noah, while the long-
suffering of God waited” (Joseph
Smith Translation, 1 Peter 3:19-20
[in 1 Peter 3:19-20, footnote 20al).
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19 By which also he went and
“preached unto the ?spirits in
‘prison;

20 “Which sometime were °dis-

obedient, when once the “longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days of
1Noah, while the ark was a prepar-
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were ¢saved by 'water.
e l1Ke T1igure whereunto even
“paptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God,) by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who is gone into “heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; *angels
and cauthorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4
Peter explains why the gospel is preached

NT Institute Student Manual

President Joseph F. Smith was
pondering the meaning of 1 Peter
3:18-20; 4:6 when he received a
vision, now recorded in Doctrine
and Covenants 138. In this vision he
learned that following the Savior’s
death, the Lord ministered in the
spirit world, preparing the way for
the gospel to be preached to the
spirits of the wicked.



Joseph Fielding Smith

“In the justice of the Father, he is going to give to
every man the privilege of hearing the gospel. Not
one soul shall be overlooked or forgotten. This
being true, what about the countless thousands
who have died and never heard of Christ, never
had an opportunity of repentance and remission
of their sins, never met an elder of the Church
holding the authority? ...



Joseph Fielding Smith

“The Lord has so arranged his plan of redemption
that all who have died without this opportunity shall
be given it in the spirit world. ... All those who did
not have an opportunity here to receive it, who there
repent and receive the gospel, shall be heirs of the
celestial kingdom of God. The Savior inaugurated this
great work when he went and preached to the spirits
held in prison, that they might be judged according
to men in the flesh (or in other words, according to
the principles of the gospel) and then live according
to God in the spirit, through their repentance and
acceptance of the mission of Jesus Christ who died

for them” (Doctrines of Salvation, comp. Bruce R. McConkie,
3vols. [1954-56], 2:132-33).



President Lorenzo Show

“When the Gospel is preached to the spirits in
prison, the success attending that preaching will
be far greater than that attending the preaching
of our Elders in this life. | believe there will be very
few indeed of those spirits who will not gladly
receive the Gospel when it is carried to them. The
circumstances there will be a thousand times

more favorable” (“Discourse by President Lorenzo Snow,”
Millennial Star, Jan. 22, 1894, 50).




Suffering for Righteousness' Sake
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11 Let him “eschew evil, and do
good; let him seek ?peace, and ‘en-
sue it.

12 For the %eyes of the Lord are over
the ’righteous, and his ears are open
unto their ‘prayers: but the face of
the Lord is against them that do %evil.

13 And who is he that will harm
you, if ye be “followers of that which
1s good?

14 But and if ye %suffer for °righ-
teousness’ sake, chappy are ye: and
be not afraid of their terror, neither
be troubled;

15 But “4sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts: and be ready always to
give Pan answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and
¢fear:

16 Having a good “conscience; that,
whereas they speak evil of you, as
of evildoers, they may be ashamed
that falsely accuse your good ®con-
versation in Christ.

17 For it is better, if the will of God
be so, that ye 4suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing.

18 For Christ also hath once “suf-
fered for sins, the just for the un-
just, that he might bring us to God,
being put to ‘death in the flesh, but
quickened by the ?Spirit:

170

19 By which also he went and
apreached unto the Yspirits in
‘prison;

20 “Which sometime were °dis-
obedient, when once the ‘longsuf-
fering of God waited in the days of
iNoah, while the ark was a prepar-
ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were ¢saved by 'water.

21 The like figure whereunto even
“paptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good con-
science toward God,) by the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ:

22 Who is gone into “heaven, and
is on the right hand of God; *angels
and cauthorities and powers being
made subject unto him.

CHAPTER 4

Peter explains why the gospel is preached
to the dead—Saints should speak as
the oracles of God—T he righteous will
be tried and tested in all things.

FORASMUCH then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same
smind: *for he that hath suffered
in the flesh hath ceased from °sin;

2 That he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to

11a GR turn away from, conduct . . ark was preparing . ..
avoid. 17a TG Self-Sacrifice. b TG Disobedience.
b TG Peacemakers; 18a TG Jesus Christ, ¢ TG Forbear.
Peace of God. Atonement through; d Gen. 7:1.

¢ GR pursue, follow

Jesus Christ, Redeemer;

TG Earth, Cleansing of.

eagerly. Pain; Redemption. e Gen. 8:1;
12a Ps. 33:18. b TG Injustice. Heb. 11:7;
TG Abundant Life; ¢ TG Death; 2 Pet. 2:5.
Reward. Jesus Christ, Death of. f TG Flood.
b TG Righteousness. d TG God, Spirit of. 21a TG Baptism;
¢ TG Prayer. 19a TG Genealogy and Baptism, Essential.
d TG Evil. Temple Work; 22a John 7:34.
13a TG Commitment. Preaching. b TG Angels.
14a Luke 6:22; b TG Salvation for the ¢ Col. 1:16; 2:10.

James 1:12 (8-16).

Dead; Spirit Body;

TG Authority.

TG Suffering. Spirits, Disembodied; 4 1a GR intent, idea, thought.
b TG Righteousness. Spirits in Prison. b JST 1 Pet. 4:2 For you
¢ TG Happiness. ¢ Luke 1:79 (77-79); who have suffered in the
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Stewards of God's Grace
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the “¢lusts of men, but to the will
of God.

3 For the time past of our life may
suffice us to have wrought the will
of the Gentiles, when we walked
in lasciviousness, lusts, ¢excess of
wine, brevellings, banquetings, and
cabominable 4idolatries:

4 Wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the same
excess of riot, speaking evil of you:

5 Who shall give account to him
that is ready to ¢judge the *quick
and the dead.

6 “For for this cause was the °gos-
pel ‘preached also to them that are
iddead, that they might be ¢judged
according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.

7 “But the end of all things is at
hand: be ye therefore sober, and
bwatch unto prayer.

8 And above all things have fer-
vent charity among yourselves: “for
bcharity shall cover the multitude
of sins.

9 Use “hospitality one to another
without bgrudging.

10 As every man hath received the
gift, even so “minister the same one
to another, as good ?stewards of the
manifold grace of God.

11 If any man 4speak, let him speak
as the Poracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the abil-
ity which God giveth: that God in
all things may be glorified through
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Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

12 Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery *trial which is
to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you:

13 But “rejoice, inasmuch as ye
are bpartakers of Christ’s csuffer-
ings; that, when his glory shall be
drevealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy.

14 If ye be “reproached for the
name of Christ, *happy are ye; for
the spirit of glory and of God rest-
eth upon you: on their part he is
evil spoken of, but on your part he
is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as
a murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters.

16 Yet if any man suffer as a *Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed; but
let him glorify God on this behalf.

17 For the time is come that *judg-
ment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that ?obey
not the gospel of God?

18 And if the “righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the bungodly
and the sinner appear?

19 Wherefore let them that suffer
according to the *will of God com-
mit the *keeping of their souls to
him in well doing, as unto a faithful
Creator.

2a TG Lust. d TG Hell; 11a 1 Thes. 2:4;
3a TG Temperance. Salvation, Plan of; Titus 2:1.
b TG Rioting and Salvation for the Dead; b TG Authority;

Reveling.
¢ TG Devil, Church of.
d TG Idolatry.

5a TG Jesus Christ, Judge.

b OR living. the end of all things is b TG Persecution.
6a JST 1 Pet. 4:6 Because at hand ... ¢ TG Suffering.
of this, is the gospel b TG Watch. d D&C 66:2.
preached to them 8a JST 1 Pet. 4:8 . .. for 14a TG Reproach.
who are dead, that charity preventeth a b TG Happiness.
they might be judged multitude of sins. 16a Acts 11:26 (19-26).
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Spirits, Disembodied,;
Spirits in Prison. Spirit.
D&C 88:99; 138:10, 34. 12a TG Test.

7a JST 1 Pet. 4.7 But to you, 13a Acts 5:41.

Teaching with the

Suffering as a Christian



in lasciviousness, lusts, “excess of
wine, ’revellings, banquetings, and
cabominable 4idolatries:

4 Wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the same
excess of riot, speaking evil of you:

5 Who shall give account to him
that is ready to ?judge the ’quick
A1) (] (1£2 ()

6 “For for this cause was the ?gos-
pel ‘preached also to them that are
idead, that they might be ¢judged
according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.

hand: be ye therefore sober, an
bwatch unto prayer.

8 And above all things have fer-
vent charity among yourselves: for
bcharity shall cover the multitude
of sins.

9 Use “hospitality one to another
without ’grudging.

10 As every man hath received the

thing happened unto you:

13 But “rejoice, inasmuch as ye
are Ypartakers of Christ’s csuffer-
ings; that, when his glory shall be
irevealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy.

14 If yve be “reproached for the
name of Christ, Phappy are ye; for
the spirit of glory and of God rest-
eth upon you: on their part he 1is
evil spoken of, but on your part he
is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as
a murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters.

16 Yet if any man suffer as a *Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed; but
let him glorify God on this behalf.

17 For the time is come that “judg-
ment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that obey
not the gospel of God?
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I, and do 19 By which also he went and
,and ‘en- | “preached unto the °’spirits in
‘prison;

‘d are over 20 “Which sometime were °dis-
rs are open | obedient, when once the ‘longsuf-
he face of | fering of God waited in the days of
at dodevil. | “Noah, while the ark was a prepar-
vill harm | ing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
hat which | were ¢saved by 'water.

21 The like figure whereunto even
for brigh- | “baptism doth also now save us (not
re ye: and | the putting away of the filth of the
1, neither | flesh, but the answer of a good con-

science toward God,) by the resur-
‘d God in | rection of Jesus Christ:
always to 22 Who is gone into “heaven, and
man that | is on the right hand of God; *angels
he ‘hope | and cauthorities and powers being
(ness and | made subject unto him.
once; that, CHAPTER 4
O; Si,l(;lrlr’l :3 Peter explains why the gospel is preached
0od bcomn- to the dead—Saints should speak as
the oracles of God—T he righteous will
i1l of God be tried and tested in all things.
ell doing, | FORASMUCH then as Christ hath
suffered for us in the flesh, arm
nce 4suf- | yourselves likewise with the same
r the Pun- | mind: °for he that hath suffered
1S to God, | in the flesh hath ceased from °sin;
flesh, but 2 That he no longer should live
the rest of his time in the flesh to
conduct . . . ark was preparing . ..
17a TG Self-Sacrifice. b TG Disobedience.
18a TG Jesus Christ, ¢ TG Forbear.
Atonement through; d Gen. 7:1.
Jesus Christ, Redeemer; TG Earth, Cleansing of.
Pain; Redemption. e Gen. 8:1;
b TG Injustice. Heb. 11:7;
¢ TG Death; 2 Pet. 2:5.
Jesus Christ, Death of. f TG Flood.

d TG God, Spirit of.
19a TG Genealogy and
Temple Work;

Preaching.

b TG Salvation for the C
Dead; Spirit Body;
Spirits, Disembodied,;

21a TG Baptism;
Baptism, Essential.
22a John 7:34.
b TG Angels.
Col. 1:16; 2:10.
TG Authority.
4 1a GR intent, idea, thought.

Spirits in Prison. b JST 1 Pet. 4:2 For you

¢ Luke 1:79 (77-79);
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the “¢lusts of men, but to the will
of God.

3 For the time past of our life may
suffice us to have wrought the will
of the Gentiles, when we walked
in lasciviousness, lusts, ¢excess of
wine, brevellings, banquetings, and
cabominable 4idolatries:

4 Wherein they think it strange
that ye run not with them to the same
excess of riot, speaking evil of you:

5 Who shall give account to him
that is ready to ¢judge the *quick
and the dead.

6 “For for this cause was the gos-
pel ‘preached also to them that are
ddead, that they might be ¢judged
according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.

7 “But the end of all things is at
hand: be ye therefore sober, and
bwatch unto prayer.

8 And above all things have fer-
vent charity among yourselves: “for
bcharity shall cover the multitude
of sins.

9 Use “hospitality one to another
without bgrudging.

10 As every man hath received the
gift, even so “minister the same one
to another, as good ?stewards of the
manifold grace of God.

11 If any man %speak, let him speak
as the boracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the abil-
ity which God giveth: that God in
all things may be glorified through
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Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

12 Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery “trial which is
to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you:

13 But “rejoice, inasmuch as ye
are bpartakers of Christ’s csuffer-
ings; that, when his glory shall be
drevealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy.

14 If ye be “reproached for the
name of Christ, Yhappy are ye; for
the spirit of glory and of God rest-
eth upon you: on their part he is
evil spoken of, but on your part he
is glorified.

15 But let none of you suffer as
a murderer, or as a thief, or as an
evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters.

16 Yet if any man suffer as a *Chris-
tian, let him not be ashamed; but
let him glorify God on this behalf.

17 For the time is come that *judg-
ment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what
shall the end be of them that ?obey
not the gospel of God?

18 And if the “righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the bungodly
and the sinner appear?

19 Wherefore let them that suffer
according to the *will of God com-
mit the keeping of their souls to
him in well doing, as unto a faithful
Creator.

2a TG Lust. d TG Hell; 11a 1 Thes. 2:4;
3a TG Temperance. Salvation, Plan ofj; Titus 2:1.
b TG Rioting and Salvation for the Dead,; b TG Authority;
Reveling. Spirits, Disembodied,; Teaching with the
¢ TG Devil, Church of. Spirits in Prison. Spirit.
d TG Idolatry. e D&C 88:99; 138:10, 34. 12a TG Test.
5a TG Jesus Christ, Judge. 7a JST 1 Pet. 4:7 But to you, 13a Acts 5:41.
b OR living. the end of all things is b TG Persecution.
6a JST 1 Pet. 4:6 Because at hand ... ¢ TG Suffering.
of this, is the gospel b TG Watch. d D&C 66:2.
preached to them 8a JST 1 Pet. 4:8. .. for 14a TG Reproach.
who are dead, that charity preventeth a b TG Happiness.
they might be judged multitude of sins. 16a Acts 11:26 (19-26).
st d v FA vt At SN Tn "~ £ Ve el by 177 A~ e T13 - v Ao

Suffering as a Christian
Shepherd the Flock of God
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CHAPTER 5

The elders are to feed the flock of
God—Humility and godly graces lead
to perfection.

THE “elders which are among you I
exhort, who am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and also a Ppartaker of the glory
that shall be revealed:

2 “Feed the °flock of God which
1S among you, taking the coversight
thereof, not by constraint, but ¢will-
ingly; not for ¢filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind;

3 Neither as being *lords over God’s
heritage, but being Pensamples to
the flock.

4 And when the chief “Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a
bcrown of °glory that fadeth not
away.

5 Likewise, ye younger, “submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of
you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with *humility: for God
‘resisteth the 4proud, and giveth
grace to the ¢humble.

6 “‘Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that
he may exalt you in due time:

7 Casting a
for he carettl

8 Be “4sober
your adversa
ing lion, we
whom he m:

9 Whom re
faith, knowsi
flictions are
brethren the

10 But the
hath called
glory by Chi
have suffere
®perfect, stal
YOU.

11 To him 1
for ever and

12 By %Silve
unto you, as
ten briefly,
ing that this
wherein ye ¢

13 The cha
ylon, electe
saluteth yot
my son.

14 Greet y
kiss of chari
all that are 1

5 1a TG Elder, Melchizedek 4a TG Jesus Christ, Good
Priesthood; Shepherd;
Leadership. Shepherd.

b D&C 66:2; 93:22. b Luke 12:44.
2a GR Tend, Superintend. TG Exaltation.
John 21:16 (15-16). ¢ D&C 66:12.
b TG Church. 5a TG Respect;
¢ GR overseeing, guarding, Submissiveness.

watching. b TG Humility.
d TG Initiative. C
e TG Filthiness. d TG Pride.
f TG Priestcraft. e
3a D&C 121:41 (41-42). 6a
b TG Example. 8a TG Levity.

GR opposes, is adverse to.

TG Poor in Spirit.
TG Contrite Heart.




Shepherd the Flock of God
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CHAPTER 5

The elders are to feed the flock of
God—Humility and godly graces lead
to perfection.

THE “elders which are among you I
exhort, who am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and also a ’partaker of the glory
that shall be revealed:

2 “Feed the °flock of God which
1s among you, taking the ‘oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but ¢will-
ingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind;

3 Neither as being ¢lords over God’s
heritage, but being ’ensamples to
the flock.

4 And when the chief “Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a
bcrown of ¢glory that fadeth not
away.

5 Likewise, ye younger, “submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of
you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with *humility: for God
‘resisteth the 4proud, and giveth
grace to the chumble.

6 ‘Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that
he may exalt you in due time:

A4 I IV

7 Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.

8 Be “4sober, be bvigilant; because
your adversary the °devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour:

9 Whom resist ?steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same af-
flictions are Paccomplished in your
brethren that are in the world.

10 But the God of all “grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you
bperfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
YOU.

11 To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

12 By 4Silvanus, a faithful brother
unto you, as I suppose, I have writ-
ten briefly, exhorting, and testify-
ing that this is the true grace of God
wherein ye stand.

13 The church that is at *Bab-
ylon, elected together with you,
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus
my son.

14 Greet ye one another with a
kiss of charity. Peace be with you
all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

5 1a TG Elder, Melchizedek 4a TG Jesus Christ, Good b TG Watch.
Priesthood; Shepherd; ¢ TG Devil.
Leadership. Shepherd. 9a TG Perseverance;

b D&C 66:2; 93:22. b Luke 12:44. Steadfastness.
7217 R Tend Stinerintend T~ Fvaltation h &R 1aid inon

Final Greetings



CHAPTER 5

The elders are to feed the flock of
God—Humility and godly graces lead
to perfection.

THE “elders which are among you I
exhort, who am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and also a ’partaker of the glory
that shall be revealed:

2 “Feed the °®flock of God which
is among you, taking the coversight
thereof, not by constraint, but ¢will-
ingly; not for ¢filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind;

3 Neither as being “4lords over God’s

heritage, but being ’ensamples to
the flock.

ANNIA wihen the cnier “snephnerc
shall appear, ye shall receive a
bcrown of cglory that fadeth not
away.

5T 1kewise ve volinoer 24<ciitbmit

7 Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.

8 Be %sober, be bvigilant; because
your adversary the °devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour:

9 Whom resist 4steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same af-
flictions are *accomplished in your
brethren that are in the world.

10 But the God of all “grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal
olory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you
bperfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
YOU.

11 To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

12 By 4Silvanus, a faithful brother
unto you, as I suppose, I have writ-
ten briefly, exhorting, and testify-

ing that this is the true grace of God
wherein ve stand
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that shall be revealed:

2 “Feed the °flock of God which
is among you, taking the coversight
thereof, not by constraint, but ¢will-
ingly; not for ¢filthy 'lucre, but of a
ready mind;

3 Neither as being ¢lords over God’s
heritage, but being *ensamples to

0 () a

4 And when the chief “Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a
bcrown of cglory that fadeth not
away.

O \WW/ , V € VQI':"'I'."
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of
you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with *humility: for God
‘resisteth the 4proud, and giveth
orace to the *humble.

6 “‘Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that

he may exalt you in due time:
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brethren that are in the world.

10 But the God of all “grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal
oglory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you
bperfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
YOU.

11 To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

12 By 4Silvanus, a faithful brother
unto you, as I suppose, I have writ-
ten briefly, exhorting, and testify-
ing that this is the true grace of God
wherein ye stand.

13 The church that is at *Bab-
ylon, elected together with you,
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus
my son.

14 Greet ye one another with a
kiss of charity. Peace be with you
all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.




Shepherd the Flock of God

A A A J A A JAN J.4A A4 |

CHAPTER 5

The elders are to feed the flock of
God—Humility and godly graces lead
to perfection.

THE “elders which are among you I
exhort, who am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ,
and also a ’partaker of the glory
that shall be revealed:

2 “Feed the °flock of God which
1s among you, taking the ‘oversight
thereof, not by constraint, but ¢will-
ingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind;

3 Neither as being ¢lords over God’s
heritage, but being ’ensamples to
the flock.

4 And when the chief “Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a
bcrown of ¢glory that fadeth not
away.

5 Likewise, ye younger, “submit
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of
you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with *humility: for God
‘resisteth the 4proud, and giveth
grace to the chumble.

6 ‘Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God, that
he may exalt you in due time:

A4 I IV

7 Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.

8 Be “4sober, be bvigilant; because
your adversary the °devil, as a roar-
ing lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour:

9 Whom resist ?steadfast in the
faith, knowing that the same af-
flictions are Paccomplished in your
brethren that are in the world.

10 But the God of all “grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye
have suffered a while, make you
bperfect, stablish, strengthen, settle
YOU.

11 To him be glory and dominion
for ever and ever. Amen.

12 By 4Silvanus, a faithful brother
unto you, as I suppose, I have writ-
ten briefly, exhorting, and testify-
ing that this is the true grace of God
wherein ye stand.

13 The church that is at *Bab-
ylon, elected together with you,
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus
my son.

14 Greet ye one another with a
kiss of charity. Peace be with you
all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

5 1a TG Elder, Melchizedek 4a TG Jesus Christ, Good b TG Watch.
Priesthood; Shepherd; ¢ TG Devil.
Leadership. Shepherd. 9a TG Perseverance;

b D&C 66:2; 93:22. b Luke 12:44. Steadfastness.
7217 R Tend Stinerintend T~ Fvaltation h &R 1aid inon
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New Testament Seminary Manual (2016)

We do not know exactly when and where this epistle was written. It
is commonly assumed that Peter wrote this epistle in Rome, after the
epistle known as 1 Peter, which was likely written around A.D. 64 (see
Bible Dictionary, “Peter, Epistles of”).

Peter stated that he was writing “to them that have obtained like
precious faith with us” (2 Peter 1:1). This may indicate that Peter’s
audience was the same Gentile Christians who received Peter’s First
Epistle (see 2 Peter 3:1). The content of 2 Peter 1:12-15 shows that
Peter meant this letter to be a farewell message to his readers.



New Testament Seminary Manual (2016)

Unlike the First Epistle of Peter, which helped the Saints deal with
external persecution, Peter’s Second Epistle addressed the internal
apostasy that threatened the future of the Church. False prophets and
teachers were spreading “damnable heresies [false teachings], even
denying the Lord that bought them” (2 Peter 2:1).

As an eyewitness of Jesus Christ’s transfiguration (see 2 Peter 1:16-18),
Peter exhorted his readers to grow in their knowledge of Jesus Christ and
to seek to obtain godly attributes so they can partake of the “divine
nature” (see 2 Peter 1:4-8). He assured his readers that this spiritual
growth would help them make their “calling and election sure” (2 Peter
1:10). “Peter reaffirms that the Lord will come from heaven in great glory
and in judgment upon the earth” (Bible Dictionary, “Peter, Epistles of”).



o)
i
M

." 7 .‘"li'uk".' " wels

‘!-_

ploae

el o
IS

Papyrus Bodmer VIl (or Papyrus 72). This is the oldest known copy of 2




Greeting

THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL OF

PETER

CHAPTER 1

Peter urges the Saints to make their
calling and election sure—Prophecy
comes by the power of the Holy Ghost.

IMON Peter, a ¢servant and
San bapostle of Jesus Christ, to

them that have obtained °‘like
precious faith with us through the
drighteousness ¢of God and our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ:

2 Grace and peace be multiplied
unto you through the “knowledge
of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3 According as his divine power
hath given unto us “all things that
pertain unto °life and °godliness,
through the knowledge of him that
hath called us %to glory and ¢virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us ex-
ceeding great and precious “prom-
ises: that by these ye might be °par-
takers of the ¢divine Ynature, having
¢cescaped the ‘corruption that is in
the world through ¢lust.

5 And beside this, giving all “dili-
gence, add to your faith ®virtue; and
to virtue ‘knowledge;

6 And to knowledge “temperance;
and to temperance Ypatience; and
to patience ‘godliness;

7 And to godliness “brotherly

bkindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness ‘charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and
“abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be ’barren nor ‘unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren,
give diligence to make your calling
and “election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall never °fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly
into the “everlasting °kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negli-
gent to put you always in remem-
brance of these things, though ye
know them, and be established in
the present truth.

13 Yea, I think it “meet, as long as
I am in this *tabernacle, to stir you
up by putting you in remembrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I must put
off this my tabernacle, even as our
Lord Jesus Christ hath “shewed me.

15 Moreover I will endeavour that
ye may be able after my decease to

1 1a TG Servant. f TG Man, Natural, Not Kindness.

b D&C 107:23. Spiritually Reborn. ¢ TG Charity.

¢ GR equally precious. g TG Lust. 8a TG Abundant Life.

d TG God, the Standard 5a TG Diligence. b GR idle, unprofitable,
of Righteousness. b TG Chastity; injurious.

e GR of our God and Good WorKks; TG Barren.
Savior. Virtue. ¢ D&C 107:31 (30-31).

2a D&C 76:7 (5-10). ¢ TG Knowledge; 10a TG Election.

Confirm Your Calling and Election

Christ's Glory and the Prophetic Word

have these things always in remem-
brance.

16 For we have not followed cun-
ningly devised “fables, when we
made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were Peyewitnesses of his
majesty.

17 For he received from God the
Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my “beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this 4voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy *mount.

19 “We have also a more ’sure word
of ‘prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day ¢4star
arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that “no
bprophecy of the °scripture is of any
private %interpretation.

21 For the “prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God ?spake as they were
‘moved by the ‘Holy Ghost.

CHAPTER 2

False teachers among the Saints are
damned—Lustful Saints will perish in
their own corruption.

BUT there were “false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be ?false ‘teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that “bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of “truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall
they with “feigned words make mer-
chandise of you: whose ?judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and
their ‘damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the “angels
that sinned, but cast them down to
’hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto
‘judgment;

5 And spared not the old world,
but saved “Noah the eighth person,
a preacher of ’righteousness, bring-
ing in the °flood upon the world of
the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of “Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes con-
demned them with an overthrow,
making them an ’ensample unto
those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just “Lot, ’vexed
with the °filthy conversation of the
wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling
among them, in seeing and hearing,

16a 1 Tim. 1:4. scriptures is given of any ¢ TG Damnation.
b Matt. 17:2 (1-9); private will of man. 4a TG Angels;
John 1:14. b TG Prophecy. Death, Spiritual, First;
TG Witness. ¢ TG Scriptures, Study of. Spirits, Evil or Unclean.
17a TG Witness of the d Gen. 40:8. b 1 Tim. 3:6.
Father. 21a TG Prophecy; TG Hell.
18a TG Revelation; Scriptures, Value of; ¢ TG Judgment, the Last.
Witness of the Father. Scriptures, Writing of., 5a Gen. 8:1;
b Luke 9:28 (28-36). b TG Holy Ghost, Heb. 11:7;
19a JST 2 Pet. 1:19 We have Mission of. 1 Pet. 3:20 (20-21).
therefore a more sure ¢ TG Inspiration. b TG Righteousness.
knowledge of the word d TG Holy Ghost, Gifts of. ¢ TG Earth, Cleansing of;
of prophecy, to which 2 1a TG Apostasy of the Flood.
word of prophecy ye Early Christian Church; 6a Gen. 19:24;

False Prophets and Teachers
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2 Grace and peace be multiplied
unto you through the “knowledge

O () (| AT1(1 () O AlxA

3 According as his divine power
hath given unto us “all things that
pertain unto °life and cgodliness,
through the knowledge of him that
hath called us ?to glory and ¢virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us ex-
ceeding great and precious *prom-
ises: that by these ye might be °par-
takers of the °divine nature, having
cescaped the ‘corruption that is in
the world through ¢lust.

5 And beside this, giving all ¢dili-
gence, add to your faith ®virtue; and
to virtue ‘knowledge;

6 And to knowledge “temperance;
and to temperance °patience; and
to patience ‘godliness;

7 And to godliness “brotherly

1 1a TG Servant.
b D&C 107:23.

f TG Man, Natural, Not
Spiritually Reborn.

11U111 1119 Ui J1110.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren,
ogive diligence to make your calling
and “election sure: for if ye do these
things, ve shall never °fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly
into the “everlasting ’kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negli-
gent to put you always in remem-
brance of these things, though vye
know them, and be established in
the present truth.

13 Yea, I think it “meet, as long as
I am in this ’tabernacle, to stir you
up by putting you in remembrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I must put
off this my tabernacle, even as our
Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.

15 Moreover 1 will endeavour that
ye may be able after my decease to

Kindness.
¢ TG Charity.




ke their
rophecy
y Ghost.

nt and
rist, to
d clike
1gh the
ur Sav-

tiplied
wledge
rd,
power
gs that
[liness,
im that
virtue:
“us ex-
‘prom-

bkindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness ‘charity.

“abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be ’barren nor ‘unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren,
ogive diligence to make your calling
and “election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall never °fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly
into the %everlasting °kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negli-
gent to put you always in remem-

David A. Bednar

“Help from the Savior is
available for the entire
journey of mortality—from
bad to good to better and to
change our very nature.”

(“The Atonement and the Journey
of Mortality,” Ensign, Apr. 2012)

Karl G. Maeser,

“Be yourself, but always be
your better self.”

(Millennial Star, Volume 70, 1908)



Elder Scott D. Whiting

“A few years ago, my wife and | stood at the trailhead
of Japan’s highest mountain, Mount Fuji. As we began
our ascent we looked up to the far-distant summit and
wondered if we could get there.

“As we progressed, fatigue, sore muscles, and the
effects of altitude set in. Mentally, it became
important for us to focus on just the next step. We
would say, “I| may not soon make it to the top, but | can
do this next step right now.” Over time the daunting
task ultimately became achievable—step by step.”

(“Becoming like Him,” Oct 2020 GC, Ensign, Nov. 2020)



CHAPTER 1 "kmdness and to brotherly kind-

Peter urges the Saints to make their
calling and election sure—Prophecy }
comes by the power of the Holy Ghost.

IMON Peter, a “servant and §

3 For 1f these things be in you, and
“abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be ’barren nor ‘unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

: : 9 But he that lacketh these things
“Calling and election sure” is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
means to receive in this life hath forgotten that he was purged
God’s assurance that you will | from his old sins.

obtain eternal life. Peter also 10 Wherefore the rather, brethren,

referred to this as “a more give diligence to make your calling
and “election sure: for if ye do these

sure word of prophecy” (2 things, ve shall never °fall:
Peter 1:19. See also D&C 11 For so an entrance shall be
131:5) ministered unto you abundantly
into the “%everlasting *kingdom of
cm—ras : # our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
4 Whereby are g1ven unto us ex- SYCIOIC I W 5T D
ceeding great and precious prom- gent to put you always in remem-
ises: that by these ye might be °par- | brance of these things, though ve
takers of the “d1v1ne dnature havmg know them, and be established in
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New Testament Institute Student Manual

Peter said that if the Saints seek virtue, knowledge, patience, and the
other virtues listed in 2 Peter 1:5-7, they will gain “the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:8). The term “these things” in verses
8-10 and 12 refers to the attributes listed in verses 5-7. Peter
explained that when these attributes “abound” in a person, they will
not be “barren nor unfruitful,” they can see things that are “afar off/
and their “calling and election” can be made sure (verses 8-10).
Because the process of gaining knowledge and godlike attributes is
so important, Peter declared, “l will not be negligent to put you
always in remembrance of these things” (verse 12).



Greeting

THE SECOND EPISTLE GENERAL OF

PETER

CHAPTER 1

Peter urges the Saints to make their
calling and election sure—Prophecy
comes by the power of the Holy Ghost.

IMON Peter, a ¢servant and
San bapostle of Jesus Christ, to

them that have obtained °‘like
precious faith with us through the
drighteousness ¢of God and our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ:

2 Grace and peace be multiplied
unto you through the “knowledge
of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

3 According as his divine power
hath given unto us “all things that
pertain unto °life and °godliness,
through the knowledge of him that
hath called us %to glory and ¢virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us ex-
ceeding great and precious “prom-
ises: that by these ye might be °par-
takers of the ¢divine Ynature, having
¢cescaped the ‘corruption that is in
the world through ¢lust.

5 And beside this, giving all “dili-
gence, add to your faith ®virtue; and
to virtue ‘knowledge;

6 And to knowledge “temperance;
and to temperance Ypatience; and
to patience ‘godliness;

7 And to godliness “brotherly

bkindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness ‘charity.

8 For if these things be in you, and
“abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be ’barren nor ‘unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren,
give diligence to make your calling
and “election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall never °fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly
into the “everlasting °kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be negli-
gent to put you always in remem-
brance of these things, though ye
know them, and be established in
the present truth.

13 Yea, I think it “meet, as long as
I am in this *tabernacle, to stir you
up by putting you in remembrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I must put
off this my tabernacle, even as our
Lord Jesus Christ hath “shewed me.

15 Moreover I will endeavour that
ye may be able after my decease to

1 1a TG Servant. f TG Man, Natural, Not Kindness.

b D&C 107:23. Spiritually Reborn. ¢ TG Charity.

¢ GR equally precious. g TG Lust. 8a TG Abundant Life.

d TG God, the Standard 5a TG Diligence. b GR idle, unprofitable,
of Righteousness. b TG Chastity; injurious.

e GR of our God and Good WorKks; TG Barren.
Savior. Virtue. ¢ D&C 107:31 (30-31).

2a D&C 76:7 (5-10). ¢ TG Knowledge; 10a TG Election.

Confirm Your Calling and Election

Christ's Glory and the Prophetic Word

have these things always in remem-
brance.

16 For we have not followed cun-
ningly devised “fables, when we
made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were Peyewitnesses of his
majesty.

17 For he received from God the
Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my “beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this 4voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy *mount.

19 “We have also a more ’sure word
of ‘prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day ¢4star
arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that “no
bprophecy of the °scripture is of any
private %interpretation.

21 For the “prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God ?spake as they were
‘moved by the ‘Holy Ghost.

CHAPTER 2

False teachers among the Saints are
damned—Lustful Saints will perish in
their own corruption.

BUT there were “false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be ?false ‘teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that “bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of “truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall
they with “feigned words make mer-
chandise of you: whose ?judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and
their ‘damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the “angels
that sinned, but cast them down to
’hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto
‘judgment;

5 And spared not the old world,
but saved “Noah the eighth person,
a preacher of ’righteousness, bring-
ing in the °flood upon the world of
the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of “Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes con-
demned them with an overthrow,
making them an ’ensample unto
those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just “Lot, ’vexed
with the °filthy conversation of the
wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling
among them, in seeing and hearing,

16a 1 Tim. 1:4. scriptures is given of any ¢ TG Damnation.
b Matt. 17:2 (1-9); private will of man. 4a TG Angels;
John 1:14. b TG Prophecy. Death, Spiritual, First;
TG Witness. ¢ TG Scriptures, Study of. Spirits, Evil or Unclean.
17a TG Witness of the d Gen. 40:8. b 1 Tim. 3:6.
Father. 21a TG Prophecy; TG Hell.
18a TG Revelation; Scriptures, Value of; ¢ TG Judgment, the Last.
Witness of the Father. Scriptures, Writing of., 5a Gen. 8:1;
b Luke 9:28 (28-36). b TG Holy Ghost, Heb. 11:7;
19a JST 2 Pet. 1:19 We have Mission of. 1 Pet. 3:20 (20-21).
therefore a more sure ¢ TG Inspiration. b TG Righteousness.
knowledge of the word d TG Holy Ghost, Gifts of. ¢ TG Earth, Cleansing of;
of prophecy, to which 2 1a TG Apostasy of the Flood.
word of prophecy ye Early Christian Church; 6a Gen. 19:24;

False Prophets and Teachers
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have these things always in remem-

16 For we have not followed cun-
ningly devised “fables, when we
made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were beyewitnesses of his
majesty.
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Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my *beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this 4voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy mount.

19 “We have also a more ’sure word
of ‘prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day ¢4star
arise in your hearts:
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BUT there were “false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be *false ‘teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of “truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall
they with ?feigned words make mer-
chandise of you: whose °judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and
their ‘damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the “angels
that sinned, but cast them down to
°hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto
‘judgment;

5 And spared not the old world,
but saved *Noah the eighth person,
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of ¢ prophecy, whereunto ye do well *hell,
that ye take heed, as unto a light | of da
that shineth in a dark place, until | ¢judg

Elder Dallin H. Oaks the day dawn, and the day 4star 5 Ar
2 & ary but s:
“[Prophets are] the channel by 20 Knowmg this flrSt’ that "Nno | apre:
hich God h " i bnrophecy of the ¢scripture isof any | ing ir
Which God has spoken to His private ¢interpretation. the u
children through the 21 For the “prophecy came notin | 6 Ar
scriptures in times past. And it old time by the will of man: but | and
is this line through which He holy men of God ?’spake as they were | demr
C d 1
currently speaks through the moved by the “Holy Ghost. ?ﬁ?)?é
teachings and counsel of living 7 Ax
prophets and apostles and CHAPTER 2 with |
other inspired leaders.” False teachers among the Saints are | wicke
damned—Lustful Saints will perish in 8 (F
(“ITwo Lines of Communication,” Oct their own corruption. 4mon
2010 GC, Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 16a 1 Tim. 1:4. scriptures 1s given 01
2010, 84). b Matt. 17:2 (1-9); private will of man

John 1:14. b TG Prophecy.
TG Witness. ¢ TG Scriptures, Stuc

17a TG Witness of the d Gen. 40:8.
Father | 2712 T Pronhecv:
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have these things always in remem-
brance.

16 For we have not followed cun-
ningly devised “fables, when we
made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were *eyewitnesses of his
majesty.

17 For he received from God the
Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my “beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this *voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy *mount.

19 “We have also a more ?sure word
of ‘prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day “4star
arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that “no
bprophecy of the °scripture is of any
private 4interpretation.

21 For the “prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God ?spake as they were
‘moved by the ‘Holy Ghost.

CHAPTER 2

False teachers among the Saints are
damned—Lustful Saints will perish in
their own corruption.

BUT there were *false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be ?false ‘teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that “bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of “truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall
they with “feigned words make mer-
chandise of you: whose ?judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and
their ‘damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the *angels
that sinned, but cast them down to
’hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto
‘judgment;

5 And spared not the old world,
but saved “Noah the eighth person,
a preacher of ’righteousness, bring-
ing in the °flood upon the world of
the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of “Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes con-
demned them with an overthrow,
making them an ’ensample unto
those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just “Lot, ’vexed
with the °filthy conversation of the
wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling
among them, in seeing and hearing,

16a 1 Tim. 1:4. scriptures is given of any ¢ TG Damnation.
b Matt. 17:2 (1-9); private will of man. 4a TG Angels;
John 1:14. b TG Prophecy. Death, Spiritual, First;
TG Witness. ¢ TG Scriptures, Study of. Spirits, Evil or Unclean.
17a TG Witness of the d Gen. 40:8. b 1 Tim. 3:6.
Father. 21a TG Prophecy; TG Hell.
18a TG Revelation; Scriptures, Value of; ¢ TG Judgment, the Last.
Witness of the Father. Scriptures, Writing of. 5a Gen. 8:1;
b Luke 9:28 (28-36). b TG Holy Ghost, Heb. 11:7;
19a JST 2 Pet. 1:19 We have Mission of. 1 Pet. 3:20 (20-21).
therefore a more sure ¢ TG Inspiration. b TG Righteousness.
knowledge of the word d TG Holy Ghost, Gifts of. ¢ TG Earth, Cleansing of;
of prophecy, to which 2 1la TG Apostasy of the Flood.
word of prophecy ye Early Christian Church; 6a Gen. 19:24;

False Prophets and Teachers
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2vexed his righteous soul from day
to day with their unlawful deeds;)

9 The Lord knoweth how to “*de-
liver the ’godly out of ‘temptations,
and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of ¢judgment to be punished:

10 But chiefly them that *walk
after the flesh in the °lust of ‘un-
cleanness, and despise ‘government.
‘Presumptuous are they, selfwilled,
they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are
greater in power and might, bring
not railing accusation against them
before the Lord.

12 But these, as natural brute
beasts, made to be taken and de-
stroyed, speak evil of the things that
they understand not; and shall ut-
terly ’perish in their own corruption;

13 And shall receive the *reward of
unrighteousness, as they that count
it °pleasure to ‘riot in the day time.
Spots they are and blemishes, sport-
ing themselves with their own de-
ceivings while they feast with you;

14 Having eyes full of adultery,
and that cannot cease from sin;
beguiling unstable souls: an heart
they have exercised with covetous
practices; cursed children:

15 Which have “forsaken the right
bway, and are gone castray, follow-
ing the way of 4Balaam the son of
Bosor, who loved the ¢wages of un-
righteousness;

bt A A J A A JAN bdoe /)  bodbw

16 But was rebuked for his iniq-
uity: the dumb “ass speaking with
man’s voice forbad the madness of
the prophet.

17 These are “wells without water,
clouds that are carried with a tem-
pest; to whom the *mist of ‘darkness
is reserved for ever.

18 For when they “speak great
swelling words of ’vanity, they cal-
lure through the ?lusts of the flesh,
through much wantonness, those that
were clean ¢escaped from them who
live in error.

19 While they promise them “lib-
erty, they themselves are the Yser-
vants of ‘corruption: for of whom
a man is overcome, of the same is
he brought in bondage.

20 For if after they have “escaped
the ’pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, they are cagain
dentangled therein, and ¢overcome,
the latter end is 'worse with them
than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for
them not to have “known the way
of ’righteousness, than, after they
have known it, to ‘turn from the
holy commandment delivered unto
them.

22 But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The
dog is turned to his own “4vomit
again; and the sow that was *washed
to her wallowing in the mire.

8a GR oppressed, afflicted. b Hag. 1:7. Jude 1:4.
9a TG Deliver. ¢ Prov. 21:16; ¢ TG Sin.
b TG Godliness. Isa. 53:6. d TG Bondage, Spiritual.
¢ TG Temptation. d Num. 22:5; 20a Heb. 6:4 (4-6);
d D&C 38:5 (5-6). Deut. 23:4; 1 Ne. 8:28 (24-28).
e Alma 11:44 (41-44); Rev. 2:14 (12-17). b TG Pollution.
12:15 (14-18). e TG Selfishness; ¢ Ps. 85:8;
10a TG Walking in Darkness. Wages. D&C 42:26.
b TG Lust; 16a Num. 22:30. d 2 Cor. 2:11;
Sexual Immorality. 17a Jude 1:12 (7-21). D&C 20:5.
¢ TG Uncleanness. b 1 Ne. 8:23 (23-24); 12:17. e D&C 76:35 (34-35).
d GR constituted authority. ¢ D&C 95:12; f Alma 24:30.
TG Governments. 133:72 (71-74). 21a TG God, Knowledge
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have these things always in remem-
brance.

16 For we have not followed cun-
ningly devised “fables, when we
made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were beyewitnesses of his
majesty.

17 For he received from God the
Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my “beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this “voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy Ymount.

19 “We have also a more ’sure word
of ‘prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day <4star
arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that ¢no

BUT there were “false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be °false ‘teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that “bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of “truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall
they with ?feigned words make mer-
chandise of you: whose °judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and
their ‘damnation slumbereth not.
that sinned, but cast them down to
®hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto
‘judgment;

5 And spared not the old world,
but saved *Noah the eighth person,
a preacher of ’righteousness, bring-

Y
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Peter pointed out that false prophets had plagued ancient Israel, and
then he prophesied that false teachers would come into the fledgling
Church (see 2 Peter 2:1). These false prophets and false teachers
would bring “damnable heresies” among God’s people, and many
followers of Christ would be deceived (2 Peter 2:1). Peter described
false teachers as “wells without water” and as “clouds that are carried
with a tempest” (2 Peter 2:17). Further, he said that these false
teachers would meet the same destruction that came upon the
wicked in ancient times (see 2 Peter 2:4-7).



Elder M. Russell Ballard

“False prophets and false teachers are those who
declare that the Prophet Joseph Smith was a
duplicitous deceiver; they challenge the First Vision as
an authentic experience. They declare that the Book
of Mormon and other canonical works are not ancient
records of scripture. They also attempt to redefine the
nature of the Godhead, and they deny that God has
given and continues to give revelation today to His
ordained and sustained prophets. ...



Elder M. Russell Ballard

“False prophets and false teachers are also those who
attempt to change the God-given and scripturally
based doctrines that protect the sanctity of marriage,
the divine nature of the family, and the essential
doctrine of personal morality. They advocate a
redefinition of morality to justify fornication,
adultery, and homosexual relationships.”

(“Beware of False Prophets and False Teachers,” Oct 1999 GC,
Ensign, Nov. 1999, 63, 64).
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have these things always in remem-
brance.

16 For we have not followed cun-
ningly devised “fables, when we
made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were *eyewitnesses of his
majesty.

17 For he received from God the
Father honour and glory, when there
came such a voice to him from the
excellent glory, This is my “beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this *voice which came
from heaven we heard, when we
were with him in the holy *mount.

19 “We have also a more ?sure word
of ‘prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until
the day dawn, and the day “4star
arise in your hearts:

20 Knowing this first, that “no
bprophecy of the °scripture is of any
private 4interpretation.

21 For the “prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God ?spake as they were
‘moved by the ‘Holy Ghost.

CHAPTER 2

False teachers among the Saints are
damned—Lustful Saints will perish in
their own corruption.

BUT there were *false prophets also
among the people, even as there
shall be ?false ‘teachers among you,
who privily shall bring in damna-
ble heresies, even denying the Lord
that “bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction.

2 And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by reason of whom the
way of “truth shall be evil spoken of.

3 And through covetousness shall
they with “feigned words make mer-
chandise of you: whose ?judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and
their ‘damnation slumbereth not.

4 For if God spared not the *angels
that sinned, but cast them down to
’hell, and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved unto
‘judgment;

5 And spared not the old world,
but saved “Noah the eighth person,
a preacher of ’righteousness, bring-
ing in the °flood upon the world of
the ungodly;

6 And turning the cities of “Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes con-
demned them with an overthrow,
making them an ’ensample unto
those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just “Lot, ’vexed
with the °filthy conversation of the
wicked:

8 (For that righteous man dwelling
among them, in seeing and hearing,

16a 1 Tim. 1:4. scriptures is given of any ¢ TG Damnation.
b Matt. 17:2 (1-9); private will of man. 4a TG Angels;
John 1:14. b TG Prophecy. Death, Spiritual, First;
TG Witness. ¢ TG Scriptures, Study of. Spirits, Evil or Unclean.
17a TG Witness of the d Gen. 40:8. b 1 Tim. 3:6.
Father. 21a TG Prophecy; TG Hell.
18a TG Revelation; Scriptures, Value of; ¢ TG Judgment, the Last.
Witness of the Father. Scriptures, Writing of. 5a Gen. 8:1;
b Luke 9:28 (28-36). b TG Holy Ghost, Heb. 11:7;
19a JST 2 Pet. 1:19 We have Mission of. 1 Pet. 3:20 (20-21).
therefore a more sure ¢ TG Inspiration. b TG Righteousness.
knowledge of the word d TG Holy Ghost, Gifts of. ¢ TG Earth, Cleansing of;
of prophecy, to which 2 1la TG Apostasy of the Flood.
word of prophecy ye Early Christian Church; 6a Gen. 19:24;

False Prophets and Teachers
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2vexed his righteous soul from day
to day with their unlawful deeds;)

9 The Lord knoweth how to “*de-
liver the ’godly out of ‘temptations,
and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of ¢judgment to be punished:

10 But chiefly them that *walk
after the flesh in the °lust of ‘un-
cleanness, and despise ‘government.
‘Presumptuous are they, selfwilled,
they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are
greater in power and might, bring
not railing accusation against them
before the Lord.

12 But these, as natural brute
beasts, made to be taken and de-
stroyed, speak evil of the things that
they understand not; and shall ut-
terly ’perish in their own corruption;

13 And shall receive the *reward of
unrighteousness, as they that count
it °pleasure to ‘riot in the day time.
Spots they are and blemishes, sport-
ing themselves with their own de-
ceivings while they feast with you;

14 Having eyes full of adultery,
and that cannot cease from sin;
beguiling unstable souls: an heart
they have exercised with covetous
practices; cursed children:

15 Which have “forsaken the right
bway, and are gone castray, follow-
ing the way of 4Balaam the son of
Bosor, who loved the ¢wages of un-
righteousness;
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16 But was rebuked for his iniq-
uity: the dumb “ass speaking with
man’s voice forbad the madness of
the prophet.

17 These are “wells without water,
clouds that are carried with a tem-
pest; to whom the *mist of ‘darkness
is reserved for ever.

18 For when they “speak great
swelling words of ’vanity, they cal-
lure through the ?lusts of the flesh,
through much wantonness, those that
were clean ¢escaped from them who
live in error.

19 While they promise them “lib-
erty, they themselves are the Yser-
vants of ‘corruption: for of whom
a man is overcome, of the same is
he brought in bondage.

20 For if after they have “escaped
the ’pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, they are cagain
dentangled therein, and ¢overcome,
the latter end is 'worse with them
than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for
them not to have “known the way
of ’righteousness, than, after they
have known it, to ‘turn from the
holy commandment delivered unto
them.

22 But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The
dog is turned to his own “4vomit
again; and the sow that was *washed
to her wallowing in the mire.

8a GR oppressed, afflicted. b Hag. 1:7. Jude 1:4.
9a TG Deliver. ¢ Prov. 21:16; ¢ TG Sin.
b TG Godliness. Isa. 53:6. d TG Bondage, Spiritual.
¢ TG Temptation. d Num. 22:5; 20a Heb. 6:4 (4-6);
d D&C 38:5 (5-6). Deut. 23:4; 1 Ne. 8:28 (24-28).
e Alma 11:44 (41-44); Rev. 2:14 (12-17). b TG Pollution.
12:15 (14-18). e TG Selfishness; ¢ Ps. 85:8;
10a TG Walking in Darkness. Wages. D&C 42:26.
b TG Lust; 16a Num. 22:30. d 2 Cor. 2:11;
Sexual Immorality. 17a Jude 1:12 (7-21). D&C 20:5.
¢ TG Uncleanness. b 1 Ne. 8:23 (23-24); 12:17. e D&C 76:35 (34-35).
d GR constituted authority. ¢ D&C 95:12; f Alma 24:30.
TG Governments. 133:72 (71-74). 21a TG God, Knowledge
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10 but chiefly them that “walk
after the flesh in the °lust of ‘un-
cleanness, and despise ¢government.
‘Presumptuous are they, selfwilled,
they are not afraid to speak evil of
dignities.

11 Whereas angels, which are
greater in power and might, bring
not railing accusation against them
before the Lord.

12 But these, as “natural brute
beasts, made to be taken and de-
stroyed, speak evil of the things that
they understand not; and shall ut-
terly ’perish in their own corruption;

13 And shall receive the “reward of
unrighteousness, as they that count
it ’pleasure to °riot in the day time.
Spots they are and blemishes, sport-
ing themselves with their own de-
ceivings while they feast with you;

14 Having eyes full of adultery,
and that cannot cease from Ssin;
beguiling unstable souls: an heart
they have exercised with covetous
practices; cursed children:

15 Which have *forsaken the right
bway, and are gone castray, follow-
ing the way of Balaam the son of
Bosor, who loved the ¢wages of un-
righteousness;

8a GR oppressed, afflicted. b Hag. 1.7
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18 For when they “4speak great
swelling words of ?’vanity, they cal-
lure through the 4lusts of the flesh,
through much wantonness, those that
were clean ¢escaped from them who
live in error.

19 While they promise them “lib-
erty, they themselves are the Pser-
vants of ‘corruption: for of whom
a man is overcome, of the same is
he brought in ‘bondage.

20 For if after they have “escaped
the ?pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, they are cagain
dentangled therein, and ¢overcome,
the latter end is 'worse with them
than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for
them not to have “known the way
of brighteousness, than, after they
have known it, to ‘turn from the
holy commandment delivered unto
them.

22 But it is happened unto them
according to the true proverb, The
dog is turned to his own “4vomit
again; and the sow that was ®washed
to her wallowing in the mire.

Jude 1:4.
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cake yet!
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Speaking of those who had “escaped the pollutions of the world”
through Christ and then become “again entangled therein,” Peter
said, “It had been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness” (2 Peter 2:20-21). Doctrine and Covenants 82:3
similarly states: “For of him unto whom much is given much is
required; and he who sins against the greater light shall receive the
greater condemnation.” In other words, we are more accountable to
God after we accept the gospel of Jesus Christ (see Alma 24:30).






The Day of the Lord Will Come

by A A J A A JAN JeA AUV

CHAPTER 3

Some in the latter days will doubt the
Second Coming—T he elements will melt
at the coming of the Lord.

THIS second epistle, beloved, I now
“write unto you; in both which I stir
up your pure minds by way of °re-
membrance:

2 That ye may be mindful of the
words which were spoken before
by the holy *prophets, and of the
commandment of us the apostles
of the Lord and Saviour:

3 sKnowing this first, that there
shall come in the °last days scoff-
ers, walking after their own clusts,

4 And saying, “Where is the *prom-
ise of his ‘coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things con-
tinue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation.

5 For this they willingly are ¢igno-
rant of, that by the ®*word of God the
heavens were of old, and the cearth
standing out of the water and in
the water:

6 Whereby the world that then
was, being “overflowed with *wa-
ter, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto “fire
against the day of judgment and
bperdition of ungodly men.

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of
this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand “years, and
a thousand years as one day.

A SIS |

9 The Lord is not slack concern-
ing his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is “longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should
bperish, but that all should come to
‘repentance.

10 But the *day of the Lord will
bcome as a thief in the night; in
the which the heavens shall ‘pass
away with a great noise, and the
delements shall melt with fervent
heat, the ¢earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.

11 Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what “manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy
bconversation and godliness,

12 “Looking for and *hasting unto
the ‘coming of the 4day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to
his promise, look for new “heavens
and a ’new ‘earth, wherein dwelleth
Idrighteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that
ye look for such things, be “diligent
that ye may be found of him in
peace, without ’spot, and blameless.

15 And %account that the *longsuf-
fering of our Lord is salvation; even
as our beloved brother Paul also ac-
cording to the wisdom given unto
him hath written unto you;

16 As also in all his epistles, speak-
ing in them of these things; in which
are some things hard to be under-
stood, which they that are unlearned

3 1a TG Scriptures, 7a TG Earth, Cleansing of. b 1 Pet. 1:15.
Writing of. b TG Death, Spiritual, 12a D&C 35:15; 49:23.
b Alma 5:6 (3-13). Second; b TG Haste.
2a 1 Pet. 1:10. Sons of Perdition. ¢ Heb. 9:28;
TG Prophets, 8a Alma 40:8; Rev. 1:7;
Mission of. Abr. 3:4 (4-9). D&C 39:23.
3a JST 2 Pet. 3:3-13 TG Time. d D&C 45:30.
(Appendix). 9a TG Forbear. 13a TG Heaven.
b TG Last Days. b Ezek. 18:23 (23-24). b TG Earth, Renewal of;
¢ TG Lust; Selfishness. ¢ TG Repent. Millennium.
4a D&C 45:26. 10a TG Day of the Lord. ¢ Ether 13:9.

Final Words
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and unstable *wrest, as they do also
the other bscriptures, unto their own
destruction.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, “seeing
ye know these things before, beware
lest ye also, being ®led caway with

rpliibk 5l (-1 jJuniN 17

the error of the wicked, fall from
your own “steadfastness.

18 But grow in ¢grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both
now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL OF

JOHN

CHAPTER 1

The Saints gain fellowship with God by
obedience—We must confess our sins
to gain forgiveness.

. HAT which was from the
®beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have looked

upon, and our hands have handled,
of the ‘Word of life;

2 (For the life was manifested, and
we have seen it, and bear witness,
and “shew unto you that Peternal
life, which was with the Father, and
was manifested unto us;)

3 That which we have “seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our bfellowship is with

the ‘Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ.

4 And these things “write we unto
you, that your joy may be full.

5 This then is the message which
we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is “light, and in
him is no *darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship
with him, and “walk in ?darkness,
we lie, and do not the truth:

7 But if we “walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the *blood
of Jesus Christ his Son °cleanseth
us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have “no °sin,
we ‘deceive ourselves, and the truth
1s not in us.

9 If we “confess our sins, he is

16a GR twist, distort. is the testimony which we b TG Darkness, Spiritual;
1 Ne. 13:29 (24-29); give of that which was Walking in Darkness.
Alma 13:20; from the beginning. .. 6a TG Walking in Darkness.
D&C 10:63. b John 1:2 (1-4, 14). b 2 Ne. 15:20.
b TG Scriptures, ¢ TG Jesus Christ, 7a TG Walking with God.
Preservation of. Messenger of the b Acts 20:28;
17a JST 2 Pet. 3:17 ... seeing Covenant. Rev. 7:14;
ye know before the 2a GR declare, announce, D&C 29:17.
things which are coming, bring tidings. TG Blood, Symbolism of.
beware lest . .. b John 17:3; ¢ Rev. 12:11 (10-12);
b 2 Ne. 28:14 (3-14). 1 Jn. 5:20. D&C 50:28.
¢ TG Apostasy of the 3a TG Witness. TG Jesus Christ,
Early Christian Church. b TG Fellowshipping. Atonement through.
d TG Steadfastness. ¢ Moses 6:68. 8a Prov. 30:20.
18a TG Grace. 4a TG Scriptures, Writing of. b TG Sin.
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Some of Peter’s readers may have been concerned by a perceived
delay in the arrival of the Second Coming. To illustrate the folly of
becoming impatient while waiting for the Second Coming, Peter
pointed out that “one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8; see also Psalm 90:4). In the
Book of Mormon, Alma similarly stated that “all is as one day with
God, and time only is measured unto men” (Alma 40:8).



Elder Neal A. Maxwell

“God lives in an eternal now where the past, present,
and future are constantly before Him (see D&C 130:7).
His divine determinations are guaranteed, since
whatever He takes in His heart to do, He will surely do
it (see Abraham 3:17). He knows the end from the
beginning! (see Abraham 2:8).”

(“Care for the Life of the Soul,” Apr 2003 GC, Ensign or Liahona,
May 2003, 70).
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THIS second epistle, beloved, I now
‘write unto you; in both which I stir
up your pure minds by way of °re-
membrance:

2 That ye may be mindful of the
words which were spoken before
by the holy 4prophets, and of the
commandment of us the apostles
of the Lord and Saviour:

3 “Knowing this first, that there
shall come in the °last days scoff-
ers, walking after their own €lusts,

4 And saying, “Where is the °prom-
ise of his ‘coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things con-
tinue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation.

5 For this they willingly are ¢igno-
rant of, that by the *word of God the
heavens were of old, and the cearth
standing out of the water and in
the water:

6 Whereby the world that then
was, being “overflowed with ®wa-
ter, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word

°perish, but that all should come to

AAA.

10 But the “day of the Lord will
bcome as a thief in the night; in
the which the heavens shall “pass
away with a great noise, and the
delements shall melt with fervent
heat, the ¢earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.

11 Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what “manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy
bconversation and godliness,

12 “Looking for and *hasting unto
the ‘coming of the ¢day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to
his promise, look for new “heavens
and a ’new ‘earth, wherein dwelleth
Irighteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that
yve look for such things, be “diligent
that ye may be found of him in
peace, without ’spot, and blameless.

fering of our Lord is salvation; even



The Day of the Lord Will Come
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CHAPTER 3

Some in the latter days will doubt the
Second Coming—T he elements will melt
at the coming of the Lord.

THIS second epistle, beloved, I now
“write unto you; in both which I stir
up your pure minds by way of °re-
membrance:

2 That ye may be mindful of the
words which were spoken before
by the holy *prophets, and of the
commandment of us the apostles
of the Lord and Saviour:

3 sKnowing this first, that there
shall come in the °last days scoff-
ers, walking after their own clusts,

4 And saying, “Where is the *prom-
ise of his ‘coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things con-
tinue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation.

5 For this they willingly are ¢igno-
rant of, that by the ®*word of God the
heavens were of old, and the cearth
standing out of the water and in
the water:

6 Whereby the world that then
was, being “overflowed with *wa-
ter, perished:

7 But the heavens and the earth,
which are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto “fire
against the day of judgment and
bperdition of ungodly men.

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of
this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand “years, and
a thousand years as one day.
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9 The Lord is not slack concern-
ing his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is “longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should
bperish, but that all should come to
‘repentance.

10 But the *day of the Lord will
bcome as a thief in the night; in
the which the heavens shall ‘pass
away with a great noise, and the
delements shall melt with fervent
heat, the ¢earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.

11 Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what “manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy
bconversation and godliness,

12 “Looking for and *hasting unto
the ‘coming of the 4day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to
his promise, look for new “heavens
and a ’new ‘earth, wherein dwelleth
Idrighteousness.

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that
ye look for such things, be “diligent
that ye may be found of him in
peace, without ’spot, and blameless.

15 And %account that the *longsuf-
fering of our Lord is salvation; even
as our beloved brother Paul also ac-
cording to the wisdom given unto
him hath written unto you;

16 As also in all his epistles, speak-
ing in them of these things; in which
are some things hard to be under-
stood, which they that are unlearned

3 1a TG Scriptures, 7a TG Earth, Cleansing of. b 1 Pet. 1:15.
Writing of. b TG Death, Spiritual, 12a D&C 35:15; 49:23.
b Alma 5:6 (3-13). Second; b TG Haste.
2a 1 Pet. 1:10. Sons of Perdition. ¢ Heb. 9:28;
TG Prophets, 8a Alma 40:8; Rev. 1:7;
Mission of. Abr. 3:4 (4-9). D&C 39:23.
3a JST 2 Pet. 3:3-13 TG Time. d D&C 45:30.
(Appendix). 9a TG Forbear. 13a TG Heaven.
b TG Last Days. b Ezek. 18:23 (23-24). b TG Earth, Renewal of;
¢ TG Lust; Selfishness. ¢ TG Repent. Millennium.
4a D&C 45:26. 10a TG Day of the Lord. ¢ Ether 13:9.

Final Words
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and unstable *wrest, as they do also
the other bscriptures, unto their own
destruction.

17 Ye therefore, beloved, “seeing
ye know these things before, beware
lest ye also, being ®led caway with

rpliibk 5l (-1 jJuniN 17

the error of the wicked, fall from
your own “steadfastness.

18 But grow in ¢grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. To him be glory both
now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST EPISTLE GENERAL OF

JOHN

CHAPTER 1

The Saints gain fellowship with God by
obedience—We must confess our sins
to gain forgiveness.

. HAT which was from the
®beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have looked

upon, and our hands have handled,
of the ‘Word of life;

2 (For the life was manifested, and
we have seen it, and bear witness,
and “shew unto you that Peternal
life, which was with the Father, and
was manifested unto us;)

3 That which we have “seen and
heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us:
and truly our bfellowship is with

the ‘Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ.

4 And these things “write we unto
you, that your joy may be full.

5 This then is the message which
we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is “light, and in
him is no *darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship
with him, and “walk in ?darkness,
we lie, and do not the truth:

7 But if we “walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the *blood
of Jesus Christ his Son °cleanseth
us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have “no °sin,
we ‘deceive ourselves, and the truth
1s not in us.

9 If we “confess our sins, he is

16a GR twist, distort. is the testimony which we b TG Darkness, Spiritual;
1 Ne. 13:29 (24-29); give of that which was Walking in Darkness.
Alma 13:20; from the beginning. .. 6a TG Walking in Darkness.
D&C 10:63. b John 1:2 (1-4, 14). b 2 Ne. 15:20.
b TG Scriptures, ¢ TG Jesus Christ, 7a TG Walking with God.
Preservation of. Messenger of the b Acts 20:28;
17a JST 2 Pet. 3:17 ... seeing Covenant. Rev. 7:14;
ye know before the 2a GR declare, announce, D&C 29:17.
things which are coming, bring tidings. TG Blood, Symbolism of.
beware lest . .. b John 17:3; ¢ Rev. 12:11 (10-12);
b 2 Ne. 28:14 (3-14). 1 Jn. 5:20. D&C 50:28.
¢ TG Apostasy of the 3a TG Witness. TG Jesus Christ,
Early Christian Church. b TG Fellowshipping. Atonement through.
d TG Steadfastness. ¢ Moses 6:68. 8a Prov. 30:20.
18a TG Grace. 4a TG Scriptures, Writing of. b TG Sin.



