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Pres. Russell M. Nelson

“We are each responsible for our
individual spiritual growth.”

Oct 2018 General Conference




Come Follow Me

“The purpose of the scriptures is to help
you come unto Christ and become more
deeply converted to His gospel.”




Pres. Russell M. Nelson

“The development of faith in the Lord is an
individual matter. Repentance is also an
individual matter. Only as an individual can one
be baptized and receive the Holy Ghost. Each of
us is born individually; likewise, each of us is

“pborn again” individually. Salvation is an
individual matter.”

(“Salvation and Exaltation,” GC April 2008)



As we study the scriptures to come unto Christ
we will be helped by his grace to see and
understand things we couldn’t on our own.
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Elder David A. Bednar

“We should not expect the Church as an
organization to teach or tell us everything we
need to know and do to become devoted
disciples and endure valiantly to the end. Rather,
our personal responsibility is to learn what we
should learn, to live as we know we should live,
and to become who the Master would have us
become. And our homes are the ultimate setting
for learning, living, and becoming.”

(“Prepared to Obtain Every Needful Thing,” GC April 2019).



Elder Boyd K. Packer

“For His own reasons, the
Lord provides answers... with
pieces placed here and there
throughout the scriptures.
We are to find them; we are
to earn them. In that way
sacred things are hidden
from the insincere.”

(“The Mystery of Life,” GC October 1983)
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Elder Jeffrey R. Holland

“...read more slowly and more carefully and with
more questions in mind. ...ponder, [and] examine
every word, every scriptural gem.

“..hold it up to the light and turn it, look and see
what’s reflected and refracted there. For some [of
us] on a given day with a given need, such an
examination may unearth a treasure hidden in a
field, a pearl of great price, a pearl beyond price.”

(CES videoconference, 20 June 1992, videocassette).




Gospel Topics: Testimony

Testimony grows gradually through experiences. No one
receives a complete testimony all at once. It grows as
individuals show willingness to serve in the Church and to
study, pray, and learn. It increases as individuals obey God’s

commandments. Testimony grows as it is shared.
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9 But as it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. 4

10 But God hath revealed them
unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God.

11 For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of
man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God.
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AND A SERIOUS STUDY OF THE
WORD OF GOD
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PRAYER
» LIVE WHAT GOD

SCRIPTURE
STUDY

DESIRE




'LIVE WHAT GOD HAS REVEALED
JOHN 7:17







ATTITUDE

AND

INTENT

GREATLY AFFECT

OUR ABILITY TO
LEARN THROUGH THE

HoLY GHOST




®
m 1. ACT
IN Falth

2. EXAMINE
Concepts and Questions
with an Eternal Perspective

3. SEEK

Further Understanding through
Divinely Appointed Sources







Elder Richard G. Hinckley “Prophetic Priorities” 2007




Elder Richard G. Hinckley “Prophetic Priorities” 2007




m Elder Richard G. Hinckley “Prophetic Priorities” 2007




RELY ON THE TESTIMONY
THAT WE ALREADY HAVE...

Lom Elder Richard G. Hinckley “Prophetic Priorities” 2007
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2. EXAMINE

Concepts and Questions
with an Eternal Perspective
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NHAT DO | ALREADY KNOW ABOU

HIS HEAVENLY HIS
sian FATHER  CHILDREN

WHAT GOSPEL TEACHINGS
RELATE - CLARIFY







QUESTION: HOW COULD A LOVING GOD ALLOW SO MUCH SUFFERING?
POSSIBLE ASSUMPTIONS:

* SUFFERING IS BAD

« GOD SHOULD FORCE
OTHERS TO BE GOOD

« GOD HAS NO POWER
« GOD DOESN'T CARE
« GOD DOESN'T EXIST



Premortal P R ES E N C E Eternal
Life O F G O D Life

@
ETERNITY




QUESTION: HOW COULD A LOVING GOD ALLOW SO MUCH SUFFERING?
POSSIBLE ASSUMPTIONS:

* OVERCOMING CHALLENGES
ALLOWS US TO GROW

« AGENCY IS ESSENTIAL
TO GOD’S PLAN FOR US

« GOD HAS ALL POWER
« GOD LOVES EACH OF US
« GOD DOES EXIST
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Further Understanding through
Divinely Appointed Sources







BIGHIFOF CHRIST

HOLY GHOSII]
SCRIPTURES ~ PARENTS

CHURCH LEADERS






















Resources for Studying the New Testament

Footnotes:

e GR - alternate Greek translation
o |E or OR - clarifying older English
e JST - Joseph Smith Translation

StUdy Helps (found in the Scriptures section)

e Bible Dictionary

e Guide to the Scriptures
« Harmony of the Gospels
e Maps

« Photographs




Library

Scriptures

OLD

TESTAMENT

Old Testament

Basic Resources

w

THE CHURCH OF
TESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Libraries « Serve »

NEW
TESTAMENT

New Testament

About the Scriptures

BOOK
OF
MORMON

Book of Mormaon

Scripture Study Ideas

Living Life ~

DOCTRINE
AND
COVENANTS

Doctrine and
Covenants

About Us ~

PEARL OF
GREAT PRICE

Pear!| of Great Price

=] U DA
FIELES

Study Helps

Q ©




THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Libraries = Serve ¥ Living Life - About Us = |

Library Scriptures Study Helps
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The Scriptures

) Citation Index

Old Testament

Genesis

Numbers

Judges

2 Samuel

1 Chronicles

Nehemiah

Psalms

Song of Sol.

Lamentations

Hosea

Obadiah

Nahum

Haggai

New Testament

Matthew

John

Exodus

Deut.
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1 Kings

2 Chronicles

Esther

Proverbs

Isaiah

Ezekiel

Joel
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SCRIPTURE CITATION INDEX

Version 3.5.0
By Stephen W. Liddle and Richard C. Galbraith

New: A 30-volume, leather-bound edition of the Journal of Discourses is now available at
Deseret Book with our updated scripture and subject indexes.

Disponible en espafiol: véase https://escrituras.byu.edu.

Overview

Welcome to the Scripture Citation Index. This index, found on the right side of your browser window, links from
scriptures to the general conference talks, Journal of Discourses speeches, and writings in Teachings of the

Prophet Joseph Smith that cite those scriptures. So, for example, suppose you want to know who has cited
1 Ne. 3:7 in general conference; tap on the First Nephi button followed by the 1 Ne. 3 button; there you'll find the

answer. Who has guoted Matt. 5:487 Use the New Testament index to find out.

The panel on the left side of your browser lets you read the scriptures, including the King James Version and
Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible, the Book of Mormon, Dactrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great
Price. This is not the official version of the standard works. Go to ChurchOfJesusChrist.org/study/scriptures for
the official publication of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Among the differences between this
version and the Church's official version are that we do nat include their footnotes, chapter summaries, and study
helps such as the Bible Dictionary and Topical Guide.
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Bible Hub

Online Bible Study Suite
Get the free Bible Hub App!

Welcome to Bible Hub, featuring topical, Greek and
Hebrew study tools, plus concordances, commentaries,
dictionaries, sermons and devotionals.

(

Bible Study Tools

A\



— Deseret Book What Can We Help You Find? Q

THE NEW
TESTAMENT

A TRANSLATION FOR LATTER-DAY SAINTS

A Study Bible

Description

“If [the Bible] be translated incorrectly, and there is a scholar on the earth who professes to be a Christian, and he can
translate it any better than King James's translators did it, he is under obligation to do sg, or the curse is upon him. If |
understood Greek and Hebrew as some may profess to do, and | knew the Bible was not correctly translated, | should feel
myself bound by the law of justice to the inhabitants of the earth to translate that which is incorrect and give it just as it
was spoken anciently. Is that proper? Yes, | would be under obligation” (Brigham Young, "Remarks,” Deseret Evening News,
2 September 1871, 2) This new translation renders the New Testament text into modern English and is sensitive to Latter-
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The New Testament: A
Translation for Latter-day

Saints
A Study Bible

by Religious Studies Center, Thomas A. Wayment

Product Rating

22 Reviews - Write a Review

Hardcover 5221003
$35.99

Available Book Formats
| Hardcover

$35.99

Ships in 2-3 business days

Paperback

Ships in 2-3 business days

$29.99
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Only 11 left in stock - order now.

This product is avatlable for

SHIP fo store

Need this item faster? Check your local store's stock.



BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY

HOME BOOKS CONFERENCES MEDIA ABOUT US ASK AN AUTHOR FULL BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Good tidings for Christmas Search

These short articles are designed to be used for Christmas talks, gatherings, and study. We

hope they enhance your Christmas season.
Welcome to the

Are the Christmas stories in Matthew and
Luke reconcilable? by John W. Welch

BYU New Testament
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The Christmas Creche, by Eric D. Huntsman




President Mark L. Pace
Sunday School General President

“To be most effective, your experiences
with the scriptures must be your own.
Reading or hearing about another
person’s experiences and insights can
be helpful, but that won’t bring the
same converting power. There is no
substitute for the time you spend in
the scriptures, hearing the Holy Ghost
speak directly to you.”

GC April 2022



What is the Holy Ghost teaching me
this week as | read these chapters?



Blessings... if we tried our best to “transform our
homes into sanctuaries of faith and centers of
gospel learning”:

1. YOUR Sabbath days will be a delight,

2. YOUR children will be excited to learn and live the
Savior’s teachings,

3. The influence of the adversary in YOUR life and in YOUR
home will decrease, and

4. These changes in YOUR family will be dramatic and
sustaining.

Pres. Russell M. Nelson in the October 2018 General Conference



