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In February and March 1832, Joseph Smith continued 
his inspired revision of the New Testament. As he 
began working on the book of Revelation, he 
wondered about the meaning of some of the verses. 
He asked the Lord to interpret some of the symbols 
and events John the Revelator described. In response 
to Joseph Smith’s questions about chapters 1–11 of 
the book of Revelation, the Lord gave the revelation 
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 77. 

Notice the letters Q and A next to each verse or 
paragraph throughout the section.
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Prophet Joseph Smith (1805–1844) explained, “John 
had the curtains of heaven withdrawn, and by vision 
looked through the dark vista of future ages, and 
contemplated events that should transpire throughout 
every subsequent period of time until the final 
winding up scene—[and] while he gazed upon the 
glories of the eternal world, saw an innumerable 
company of angels and heard the voice of God” (in 
Manuscript History, vol. C-1, Addenda, page 69, 
josephsmithpapers.org).
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Steven C Harper (Book of Mormon Central Commentary) 

“Section 77 is a key to unlocking the meanings of Revelation 
chapters 4–11. It models the right way to approach that famously 
complicated book. Joseph Smith studied the book carefully, 
formulated questions for the Lord, then sought and received the 
Lord’s answers to his specific questions.”



Revelation 4:2-8 
2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, 
and one sat on the throne. 
3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there 
was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald. 
4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats 
I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on 
their heads crowns of gold. 
5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and 
there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven 
Spirits of God. 
6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the 
midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes 
before and behind. 
7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the 
third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 
8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were 
full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
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firmament of heaven, or as the sand 
upon the seashore;
110 And heard the voice of the 

Lord saying: These all shall bow 
the knee, and every tongue shall 
a  confess to him who sits upon the 
throne forever and ever;
111 For they shall be judged ac-

cording to their a  works, and every 
man shall receive according to his 
own b  works, his own c  dominion, in 
the d  mansions which are prepared;
112 And they shall be a  servants of 

the Most High; but b  where God and 
Christ c  dwell they d  cannot come, 
e  worlds without end.
113 This is the end of the vision 

which we saw, which we were com-
manded to write while we were yet 
in the Spirit.
114 But a  great and marvelous 

are the works of the Lord, and the 
b  mysteries of his kingdom which 

he showed unto us, which surpass 
all understanding in glory, and in 
might, and in dominion;
115 Which he commanded us we 

should not write while we were yet 
in the Spirit, and are not a lawful for 
man to utter;
116 Neither is man a  capable to 

make them known, for they are only 
to be b  seen and c  understood by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, which God 
bestows on those who d  love him, 
and purify themselves before him;
117 To whom he grants this privi-

lege of a  seeing and knowing for 
themselves;
118 That through the power and 

manifestation of the Spirit, while in 
the flesh, they may be able to a  bear 
his b  presence in the world of glory.
119 And to God and the Lamb be 

a  glory, and honor, and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.

 110 a Philip. 2:10 (9–11).
 111 a TG Good Works.
  b Rev. 20:12 (12–13).
  c Dan. 7:27.
  d John 14:2; D&C 59:2; 81:6.
 112 a TG Servant.
  b D&C 29:29.
  c Rev. 21:27 (9–27).
  d D&C 43:33 (18, 33).
  e Eph. 3:21.
 114 a 1 Chr. 16:9;  

Ps. 9:1; 26:7; 40:5; 92:5;  
Rev. 15:3;  

Morm. 9:16 (16–20);  
D&C 88:47;  
Moses 1:4 (3–5).

  b Jacob 4:8; D&C 19:10.
 115 a 2 Cor. 12:4;  

3 Ne. 28:14 (12–14).
 116 a 3 Ne. 5:18; 17:16 (15–25); 

19:32 (30–36);  
D&C 76:10.

  b Ezek. 12:2.
  c 1 Cor. 2:11 (10–12).  

TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

  d D&C 20:31.
 117 a TG God, Privilege of 

Seeing.
 118 a D&C 88:22.
  b TG God, Presence of.
 119 a Matt. 6:13.
77 1 a Ezek. 1:22; Rev. 4:6.
  b TG Earth, Destiny of.
  c D&C 130:9.  

TG Sanctification.
  d TG Immortality.
  e TG Celestial Glory.
 2 a TG Symbolism.

SECTION 77
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Hiram, Ohio, about  
March 1832. Joseph Smith’s history states, “In connection with the transla-
tion of the Scriptures, I received the following explanation of the Revelation 
of St. John.”
1–4, Beasts have spirits and will dwell 
in eternal felicity; 5–7, This earth 
has a temporal existence of 7,000 
years; 8–10, Various angels restore 
the gospel and minister on earth; 11, 
The sealing of the 144,000; 12–14, 
Christ will come in the beginning of 
the seventh thousand years; 15, Two 
prophets will be raised up to the Jewish  
nation.

Q. What is the a  sea of glass spoken 
of by John, 4th chapter, and 6th 
verse of the Revelation?
  A. It is the b  earth, in its c  sancti-
fied, d  immortal, and e  eternal state.
2 Q. What are we to understand 

by the four beasts, spoken of in the 
same verse?
  A. They are a  figurative expres-

sions, used by the Revelator, John, 
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in describing b heaven, the c para dise 
of God, the d  happiness of man, and 
of beasts, and of creeping things,  
and of the fowls of the air; that 
which is spiritual being in the 
likeness of that which is temporal; 
and that which is temporal in the 
likeness of that which is spiritual; 
the e  spirit of man in the likeness 
of his person, as also the spirit of 
the f    beast, and every other creature 
which God has created.
3 Q. Are the four beasts limited 

to individual beasts, or do they rep-
resent classes or a  orders?
  A. They are limited to four in-

dividual beasts, which were shown 
to John, to represent the glory of 
the classes of beings in their des-
tined b  order or c  sphere of creation, 
in the enjoyment of their d  eternal  
e  felicity.
4 Q. What are we to understand 

by the a  eyes and b  wings, which the 
beasts had?
  A. Their eyes are a represen-

tation of light and knowledge, that 
is, they are full of c  knowledge; and 
their wings are a d  representation of 
e  power, to move, to act, etc.
5  Q. What are we to understand by  

the four and twenty a  elders, spoken 
of by John?
  A. We are to understand that these  

elders whom John saw, were elders 
who had been b  faithful in the work 
of the ministry and were dead; who 
belonged to the c seven churches, and 
were then in the paradise of God.
6 Q. What are we to understand  

by the book which John saw, which 

was a  sealed on the back with seven 
seals?
  A. We are to understand that 

it contains the revealed will, b  mys-
teries, and the works of God; the 
hidden things of his economy con-
cerning this c earth during the seven 
thousand years of its continuance, 
or its temporal existence.
7 Q. What are we to understand 

by the seven a  seals with which it 
was sealed?
  A. We are to understand that  

the first seal contains the things  
of the b first thousand years, and the 
c second also of the second thousand 
years, and so on until the seventh.
8 Q. What are we to understand 

by the four a  angels, spoken of in 
the 7th chapter and 1st verse of  
Revelation?
  A. We are to understand that 

they are four angels sent forth from 
God, to whom is given power over 
the four parts of the earth, to save 
life and to destroy; these are they 
who have the b  everlasting gospel to 
commit to every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people; having power 
to c  shut up the heavens, to seal up 
unto life, or to cast down to the d  re-
gions of darkness.
9 Q. What are we to understand 

by the angel a  ascending from the 
east, Revelation 7th chapter and 
2nd verse?
  A. We are to understand that 

the angel ascending from the east 
is he to whom is given the seal of 
the living God over the twelve tribes 
of b  Israel; wherefore, he crieth unto  

 2 b TG Heaven.
  c TG Paradise.
  d TG Happiness.
  e D&C 93:33;  

Abr. 5:7 (7–8).  
TG Man, a Spirit Child 
of Heavenly Father;  
Spirit Body.

  f D&C 29:24 (24–25);  
Moses 3:19.

 3 a D&C 88:42 (37–42);  
Abr. 3:9.

  b TG Order.
  c D&C 93:30;  

Moses 3:9.

  d D&C 29:24.
  e TG Joy.
 4 a Zech. 3:9;  

Rev. 5:6.
  b 2 Chr. 5:8;  

Isa. 6:2 (2–7);  
Ezek. 1:11.

  c TG God, Omniscience of.
  d TG Symbolism.
  e TG God, Power of.
 5 a Rev. 4:4 (4, 10).
  b Rev. 14:4 (2–5).
  c Rev. 1:4.
 6 a Rev. 5:1.
  b TG Mysteries of 

Godliness.
  c TG Earth, Destiny of.
 7 a TG Seal.
  b D&C 88:108 (108–10).
  c Rev. 6:3 (3–4);  

Moses 8:28 (22, 28–29).
 8 a Rev. 7:1 (1–8).
  b Rev. 14:6.
  c 1 Kgs. 8:35;  

Ether 4:9.
  d Matt. 8:12 (11–12);  

22:13 (1–14);  
D&C 133:72 (71–73).

 9 a Rev. 7:2.
  b Rev. 7:4.
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by the book which John saw, which 

was a  sealed on the back with seven 
seals?
  A. We are to understand that 

it contains the revealed will, b  mys-
teries, and the works of God; the 
hidden things of his economy con-
cerning this c earth during the seven 
thousand years of its continuance, 
or its temporal existence.
7 Q. What are we to understand 

by the seven a  seals with which it 
was sealed?
  A. We are to understand that  

the first seal contains the things  
of the b first thousand years, and the 
c second also of the second thousand 
years, and so on until the seventh.
8 Q. What are we to understand 

by the four a  angels, spoken of in 
the 7th chapter and 1st verse of  
Revelation?
  A. We are to understand that 

they are four angels sent forth from 
God, to whom is given power over 
the four parts of the earth, to save 
life and to destroy; these are they 
who have the b  everlasting gospel to 
commit to every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people; having power 
to c  shut up the heavens, to seal up 
unto life, or to cast down to the d  re-
gions of darkness.
9 Q. What are we to understand 

by the angel a  ascending from the 
east, Revelation 7th chapter and 
2nd verse?
  A. We are to understand that 

the angel ascending from the east 
is he to whom is given the seal of 
the living God over the twelve tribes 
of b  Israel; wherefore, he crieth unto  

 2 b TG Heaven.
  c TG Paradise.
  d TG Happiness.
  e D&C 93:33;  

Abr. 5:7 (7–8).  
TG Man, a Spirit Child 
of Heavenly Father;  
Spirit Body.

  f D&C 29:24 (24–25);  
Moses 3:19.

 3 a D&C 88:42 (37–42);  
Abr. 3:9.

  b TG Order.
  c D&C 93:30;  

Moses 3:9.

  d D&C 29:24.
  e TG Joy.
 4 a Zech. 3:9;  

Rev. 5:6.
  b 2 Chr. 5:8;  

Isa. 6:2 (2–7);  
Ezek. 1:11.

  c TG God, Omniscience of.
  d TG Symbolism.
  e TG God, Power of.
 5 a Rev. 4:4 (4, 10).
  b Rev. 14:4 (2–5).
  c Rev. 1:4.
 6 a Rev. 5:1.
  b TG Mysteries of 

Godliness.
  c TG Earth, Destiny of.
 7 a TG Seal.
  b D&C 88:108 (108–10).
  c Rev. 6:3 (3–4);  

Moses 8:28 (22, 28–29).
 8 a Rev. 7:1 (1–8).
  b Rev. 14:6.
  c 1 Kgs. 8:35;  

Ether 4:9.
  d Matt. 8:12 (11–12);  

22:13 (1–14);  
D&C 133:72 (71–73).

 9 a Rev. 7:2.
  b Rev. 7:4.



“Prophets gave the scripture, and prophets must interpret it. Holy men of old 
received revelation from the Holy Ghost, which they recorded as scripture; now 
men must have the same Holy Spirit to reveal what is meant by the scripture—
otherwise there will be a host of private interpretations and consequently many 
different and disagreeing churches, which is precisely the condition in the 
religious world today”  

(Elder Bruce R. McConkie in Conference Report, Oct. 1964, 38).



Revelation 5:1  
1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the 
throne a book written within and on the backside, 
sealed with seven seals.
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in describing b heaven, the c para dise 
of God, the d  happiness of man, and 
of beasts, and of creeping things,  
and of the fowls of the air; that 
which is spiritual being in the 
likeness of that which is temporal; 
and that which is temporal in the 
likeness of that which is spiritual; 
the e  spirit of man in the likeness 
of his person, as also the spirit of 
the f    beast, and every other creature 
which God has created.
3 Q. Are the four beasts limited 

to individual beasts, or do they rep-
resent classes or a  orders?
  A. They are limited to four in-

dividual beasts, which were shown 
to John, to represent the glory of 
the classes of beings in their des-
tined b  order or c  sphere of creation, 
in the enjoyment of their d  eternal  
e  felicity.
4 Q. What are we to understand 

by the a  eyes and b  wings, which the 
beasts had?
  A. Their eyes are a represen-

tation of light and knowledge, that 
is, they are full of c  knowledge; and 
their wings are a d  representation of 
e  power, to move, to act, etc.
5  Q. What are we to understand by  

the four and twenty a  elders, spoken 
of by John?
  A. We are to understand that these  

elders whom John saw, were elders 
who had been b  faithful in the work 
of the ministry and were dead; who 
belonged to the c seven churches, and 
were then in the paradise of God.
6 Q. What are we to understand  

by the book which John saw, which 

was a  sealed on the back with seven 
seals?
  A. We are to understand that 

it contains the revealed will, b  mys-
teries, and the works of God; the 
hidden things of his economy con-
cerning this c earth during the seven 
thousand years of its continuance, 
or its temporal existence.
7 Q. What are we to understand 

by the seven a  seals with which it 
was sealed?
  A. We are to understand that  

the first seal contains the things  
of the b first thousand years, and the 
c second also of the second thousand 
years, and so on until the seventh.
8 Q. What are we to understand 

by the four a  angels, spoken of in 
the 7th chapter and 1st verse of  
Revelation?
  A. We are to understand that 

they are four angels sent forth from 
God, to whom is given power over 
the four parts of the earth, to save 
life and to destroy; these are they 
who have the b  everlasting gospel to 
commit to every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people; having power 
to c  shut up the heavens, to seal up 
unto life, or to cast down to the d  re-
gions of darkness.
9 Q. What are we to understand 

by the angel a  ascending from the 
east, Revelation 7th chapter and 
2nd verse?
  A. We are to understand that 

the angel ascending from the east 
is he to whom is given the seal of 
the living God over the twelve tribes 
of b  Israel; wherefore, he crieth unto  

 2 b TG Heaven.
  c TG Paradise.
  d TG Happiness.
  e D&C 93:33;  

Abr. 5:7 (7–8).  
TG Man, a Spirit Child 
of Heavenly Father;  
Spirit Body.

  f D&C 29:24 (24–25);  
Moses 3:19.

 3 a D&C 88:42 (37–42);  
Abr. 3:9.

  b TG Order.
  c D&C 93:30;  

Moses 3:9.

  d D&C 29:24.
  e TG Joy.
 4 a Zech. 3:9;  

Rev. 5:6.
  b 2 Chr. 5:8;  

Isa. 6:2 (2–7);  
Ezek. 1:11.

  c TG God, Omniscience of.
  d TG Symbolism.
  e TG God, Power of.
 5 a Rev. 4:4 (4, 10).
  b Rev. 14:4 (2–5).
  c Rev. 1:4.
 6 a Rev. 5:1.
  b TG Mysteries of 

Godliness.
  c TG Earth, Destiny of.
 7 a TG Seal.
  b D&C 88:108 (108–10).
  c Rev. 6:3 (3–4);  

Moses 8:28 (22, 28–29).
 8 a Rev. 7:1 (1–8).
  b Rev. 14:6.
  c 1 Kgs. 8:35;  

Ether 4:9.
  d Matt. 8:12 (11–12);  

22:13 (1–14);  
D&C 133:72 (71–73).

 9 a Rev. 7:2.
  b Rev. 7:4.



The Prophet Joseph Smith said: “I make this broad 
declaration, that whenever God gives a vision of an 
image, or beast, or figure of any kind, He always 
holds Himself responsible to give a revelation or 
interpretation of the meaning thereof, otherwise we 
are not responsible or accountable for our belief in it. 
Don’t be afraid of being damned for not knowing the 
meaning of a vision or figure, if God has not given a 
revelation or interpretation of the subject.” (Teachings 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 291.)
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“What makes us different from most other Christians in the way 
we read and use the Bible and other scriptures is our belief in 
continuing revelation. For us, the scriptures are not the ultimate 
source of knowledge, but what precedes the ultimate source. 
The ultimate knowledge comes by revelation. … 

“The word of the Lord in the scriptures is like a lamp to guide 
our feet (see Ps. 119:105), and revelation is like a mighty force 
that increases the lamp’s illumination manyfold. We encourage 
everyone to make careful study of the scriptures and of the 
prophetic teachings concerning them and to prayerfully seek 
personal revelation to know their meaning for themselves”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks, “Scripture Reading and Revelation,” Ensign, Jan. 
1995, 7).
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in describing b heaven, the c para dise 
of God, the d  happiness of man, and 
of beasts, and of creeping things,  
and of the fowls of the air; that 
which is spiritual being in the 
likeness of that which is temporal; 
and that which is temporal in the 
likeness of that which is spiritual; 
the e  spirit of man in the likeness 
of his person, as also the spirit of 
the f    beast, and every other creature 
which God has created.
3 Q. Are the four beasts limited 

to individual beasts, or do they rep-
resent classes or a  orders?
  A. They are limited to four in-

dividual beasts, which were shown 
to John, to represent the glory of 
the classes of beings in their des-
tined b  order or c  sphere of creation, 
in the enjoyment of their d  eternal  
e  felicity.
4 Q. What are we to understand 

by the a  eyes and b  wings, which the 
beasts had?
  A. Their eyes are a represen-

tation of light and knowledge, that 
is, they are full of c  knowledge; and 
their wings are a d  representation of 
e  power, to move, to act, etc.
5  Q. What are we to understand by  

the four and twenty a  elders, spoken 
of by John?
  A. We are to understand that these  

elders whom John saw, were elders 
who had been b  faithful in the work 
of the ministry and were dead; who 
belonged to the c seven churches, and 
were then in the paradise of God.
6 Q. What are we to understand  

by the book which John saw, which 

was a  sealed on the back with seven 
seals?
  A. We are to understand that 

it contains the revealed will, b  mys-
teries, and the works of God; the 
hidden things of his economy con-
cerning this c earth during the seven 
thousand years of its continuance, 
or its temporal existence.
7 Q. What are we to understand 

by the seven a  seals with which it 
was sealed?
  A. We are to understand that  

the first seal contains the things  
of the b first thousand years, and the 
c second also of the second thousand 
years, and so on until the seventh.
8 Q. What are we to understand 

by the four a  angels, spoken of in 
the 7th chapter and 1st verse of  
Revelation?
  A. We are to understand that 

they are four angels sent forth from 
God, to whom is given power over 
the four parts of the earth, to save 
life and to destroy; these are they 
who have the b  everlasting gospel to 
commit to every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people; having power 
to c  shut up the heavens, to seal up 
unto life, or to cast down to the d  re-
gions of darkness.
9 Q. What are we to understand 

by the angel a  ascending from the 
east, Revelation 7th chapter and 
2nd verse?
  A. We are to understand that 

the angel ascending from the east 
is he to whom is given the seal of 
the living God over the twelve tribes 
of b  Israel; wherefore, he crieth unto  

 2 b TG Heaven.
  c TG Paradise.
  d TG Happiness.
  e D&C 93:33;  

Abr. 5:7 (7–8).  
TG Man, a Spirit Child 
of Heavenly Father;  
Spirit Body.

  f D&C 29:24 (24–25);  
Moses 3:19.

 3 a D&C 88:42 (37–42);  
Abr. 3:9.

  b TG Order.
  c D&C 93:30;  

Moses 3:9.

  d D&C 29:24.
  e TG Joy.
 4 a Zech. 3:9;  

Rev. 5:6.
  b 2 Chr. 5:8;  

Isa. 6:2 (2–7);  
Ezek. 1:11.

  c TG God, Omniscience of.
  d TG Symbolism.
  e TG God, Power of.
 5 a Rev. 4:4 (4, 10).
  b Rev. 14:4 (2–5).
  c Rev. 1:4.
 6 a Rev. 5:1.
  b TG Mysteries of 

Godliness.
  c TG Earth, Destiny of.
 7 a TG Seal.
  b D&C 88:108 (108–10).
  c Rev. 6:3 (3–4);  

Moses 8:28 (22, 28–29).
 8 a Rev. 7:1 (1–8).
  b Rev. 14:6.
  c 1 Kgs. 8:35;  

Ether 4:9.
  d Matt. 8:12 (11–12);  

22:13 (1–14);  
D&C 133:72 (71–73).

 9 a Rev. 7:2.
  b Rev. 7:4.
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the four angels having the everlast-
ing gospel, saying: Hurt not the earth,  
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we 
have sealed the servants of our God 
in their c  foreheads. And, if you will 
receive it, this is d Elias which was to 
come to gather together the tribes 
of Israel and e  restore all things.
10 Q. What time are the things 

spoken of in this chapter to be ac-
complished?
  A. They are to be accomplished  

in the a  sixth thousand years, or the 
opening of the sixth seal.
11 Q. What are we to understand 

by sealing the a  one hundred and 
forty-four thousand, out of all the 
tribes of Israel—twelve thousand 
out of every tribe?
  A. We are to understand that 

those who are sealed are b  high 
priests, ordained unto the holy order  
of God, to administer the everlast-
ing gospel; for they are they who 
are ordained out of every nation, 
kindred, tongue, and people, by the 
angels to whom is given power over 
the nations of the earth, to bring as 
many as will come to the church of 
the c  Firstborn.
12 Q. What are we to understand 

by the sounding of the a  trumpets, 
mentioned in the 8th chapter of 
Revelation?
  A. We are to understand that 

as God b  made the world in six days, 
and on the seventh day he finished 
his work, and c sanctified it, and also 
formed man out of the d  dust of the 
earth, even so, in the beginning of 

the seventh thousand years will the 
Lord God e  sanctify the earth, and 
complete the salvation of man, and 
f  judge all things, and shall g  redeem 
all things, except that which he hath 
not put into his power, when he shall 
have sealed all things, unto the end 
of all things; and the sounding of 
the trumpets of the seven angels 
are the preparing and finishing of 
his work, in the beginning of the 
seventh thousand years—the h  pre-
paring of the way before the time 
of his coming.
13 Q. When are the things to be 

accomplished, which are written in 
the 9th chapter of Revelation?
  A. They are to be accomplished 

after the a  opening of the seventh 
seal, b  before the coming of Christ.
14 Q. What are we to understand 

by the little book which was a  eaten 
by John, as mentioned in the 10th 
chapter of Revelation?
  A. We are to understand that 

it was a mission, and an ordinance, 
for him to b  gather the tribes of Is-
rael; behold, this is Elias, who, as it 
is written, must come and c  restore 
all things.
15 Q. What is to be understood by  

the two a  witnesses, in the eleventh 
chapter of Revelation?
  A. They are two prophets that 

are to be raised up to the b  Jewish 
nation in the last days, at the time 
of the c  restoration, and to prophesy 
to the Jews after they are gathered 
and have built the city of Jerusalem 
in the d  land of their fathers.

 9 c Ezek. 9:4.
  d BD Elias.
  e TG Restoration of the 

Gospel.
 10 a Rev. 6:12 (12–17).
 11 a Rev. 7:4 (1–8); 14:3.
  b TG High Priest, Melchi-

zedek Priesthood.
  c D&C 76:54  

(54, 67, 71, 102).  
TG Jesus Christ, 
Firstborn.

 12 a Rev. 8:2.
  b TG Creation.
  c Gen. 2:3 (1–3);  

Ex. 20:11;  

Mosiah 13:19 (16–19);  
Moses 3:3 (1–3);  
Abr. 5:3 (1–3).

  d Gen. 2:7;  
Morm. 9:17;  
D&C 93:35 (33–35).

  e TG Sanctification.
  f TG Jesus Christ, Judge;  

Judgment, the Last.
  g TG Jesus Christ, 

Redeemer.
  h TG Millennium, 

Preparing a People for.
 13 a Rev. 8:1.
  b Mal. 4:5.
 14 a Ezek. 2:9 (9–10);  

3:2 (1–3);  
Rev. 10:10.

  b TG Israel, Gathering of.
  c Matt. 17:11.  

TG Restoration of the 
Gospel.

 15 a Zech. 4:14 (12–14);  
Rev. 11:3 (1–14).

  b TG Israel, Judah,  
People of.

  c TG Last Days; 
Restoration of the 
Gospel.

  d Amos 9:15 (14–15).  
TG Israel, Land of.



Joseph Smith declared that the book of Revelation was “one of the plainest books 
God ever caused to be written” (in History of the Church, 5:342). When he made this 
statement, he was speaking at a general conference of the Church. He directed 
some of his comments to Elder Pelatiah Brown, who had been accused of preaching 
false doctrine about the book of Revelation. He cautioned Elder Brown and other 
missionaries not to teach about the specific symbols and details in the book and to 
instead preach the basic principles of the gospel. The Prophet’s counsel is also 
relevant to us as we study and teach from the scriptures: 

“It is not very essential for the elders to have knowledge in relation to the meaning of 
beasts, and heads and horns, and other figures made use of in the revelations [by 
John the Revelator]. … 

“… Declare the first principles, and let mysteries alone, lest ye be overthrown. Never 
meddle with the visions of beasts and subjects you do not understand. Elder Brown, 
when you go to Palmyra, say nothing about the four beasts, but preach those things 
the Lord has told you to preach about—repentance and baptism for the remission of 
sins” (in History of the Church, 5:340, 344).



Doctrine	
Covenants& 78-80



On March 1, 1832, the Lord revealed to Joseph Smith the 
revelation now recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 78. In 
this revelation, the Lord directed the Prophet to organize a 
firm (later known as the United Firm) to manage the 
storehouses and publishing efforts of the Church. The Lord 
also described the blessings the Saints would receive if 
they obeyed the commandment to organize this firm. In an 
effort to protect this Church-operated entity from enemies 
of the Church, some of the language of this revelation was 
changed when it was first published in the 1835 edition of 
the Doctrine and Covenants. For example, the United Firm 
was referred to as the “order” or “united order.” Around the 
same time that the Lord commanded Joseph Smith to 
organize the United Firm, the Lord gave the revelations 
recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 79–80. In these 
revelations, the Lord called Jared Carter, Stephen Burnett, 
and Eden Smith to serve as missionaries.
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Doctrine	
Covenants& 78



The Storehouse history: 

in May 1831 the Lord had commanded that a storehouse be 
established to gather excess goods and money for the 
benefit of the poor (see D&C 51). Two storehouses were 
subsequently established: one run by Sidney Gilbert in 
Independence, Missouri, and one operated by Newel K. 
Whitney in Kirtland, Ohio. In this responsibility, Brother 
Gilbert and Brother Whitney acted as agents for the Church. 
These storehouses were to supply the Saints with 
necessary goods, while also generating funds to buy land 
and to finance the publication of the revelations Joseph 
Smith had received. These storehouses were also to help 
those who were in need (see D&C 72:10–12).
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In the 2013 edition of the scriptures, the section heading to Doctrine and 
Covenants 78 says that “sometime after [the United Firm’s] dissolution, 
under the direction of the Prophet Joseph Smith, the phrase ‘the affairs of 
the storehouse for the poor’ replaced ‘mercantile and publishing 
establishments’ in the revelation, and the word ‘order’ replaced the word 
‘firm’ [see D&C 78:3–4, 8].” 

The terms firm and United Firm were later changed to order and United 
Order in the Doctrine and Covenants (see D&C 78:4, 8; 82:20; 92:1; 104:1, 
5, 10, 47–48, 53). The term United Order as used in the Doctrine and 
Covenants refers to the United Firm and should not be confused with the 
various systems of communal or cooperative sharing established years 
later when the Saints settled in the western United States. The United Firm 
was a business partnership based on the law of consecration between the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and a limited number of other Church leaders in 
Kirtland, Ohio, and Independence, Missouri (see D&C 82:11–12; 92:1–2; 
96:8). From April 1832 until April 1834, when the Lord commanded Joseph 
Smith to dissolve the partnership, the United Firm played a vital role in 
Church administration. It serves as one example of how the law of 
consecration was implemented in the Church’s business affairs.
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147 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 78:1–9

1–4, The Saints should organize and 
establish a storehouse; 5–12, Wise 
use of their properties will lead to  
salvation; 13–14, The Church should 
be independent of earthly powers;  
15–16, Michael (Adam) serves under 
the direction of the Holy One (Christ); 
17–22, Blessed are the faithful, for 
they will inherit all things.

THE Lord spake unto Joseph Smith, 
Jun., saying: Hearken unto me, 
saith the Lord your God, who are 
ordained unto the a  high priesthood 
of my church, who have assembled 
yourselves together;
2 And listen to the a counsel of him 

who has b  ordained you from on 
high, who shall speak in your ears 
the words of c  wisdom, that salva-
tion may be unto you in that thing 
which you have presented before 
me, saith the Lord God.
3 For verily I say unto you, the 

time has come, and is now at hand; 
and behold, and lo, it must needs be 
that there be an a organization of my  
people, in regulating and establish-
ing the affairs of the b  storehouse 

for the c  poor of my people, both 
in this place and in the land of  
d  Zion—
4 For a permanent and everlast-

ing establishment and order unto  
my church, to advance the cause, 
which ye have espoused, to the sal-
vation of man, and to the glory of 
your Father who is in heaven;
5 That you may be a  equal in the 

bonds of heavenly things, yea, and 
earthly things also, for the obtain-
ing of heavenly things.
6 For if ye are not equal in earthly 

things ye cannot be a  equal in ob-
taining heavenly things;
7 For if you will that I give unto 

you a place in the a  celestial world, 
you must b  prepare yourselves by 
c doing the things which I have com-
manded you and required of you.
8 And now, verily thus saith the 

Lord, it is expedient that all things 
be done unto my a  glory, by you 
who are joined together in this  
b  order;
9 Or, in other words, let my servant  

Newel K. Whitney and my ser-
vant Joseph Smith, Jun., and my  

78 1 a TG Priesthood, 
Melchizedek.

 2 a TG Counsel.
  b TG Priesthood, 

Authority;  
Priesthood, 
Ordination.

  c TG God, Wisdom of;  
Wisdom.

 3 a D&C 51:3;  
82:11 (11, 15–21).

  b D&C 72:10; 83:5.
  c D&C 42:30 (30–42).  

TG Poor;  
Welfare.

  d D&C 57:2.
 5 a TG Consecration;  

Zion.

 6 a D&C 49:20.
 7 a TG Celestial Glory;  

Objectives.
  b D&C 29:8; 58:6; 132:3.
  c TG Commitment.
 8 a TG Glory.
  b D&C 92:1.

SECTION 78
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, Ohio, 
March 1, 1832. On that day, the Prophet and other leaders had assem-
bled to discuss Church business. This revelation originally instructed 
the Prophet, Sidney Rigdon, and Newel K. Whitney to travel to Mis-
souri and organize the Church’s mercantile and publishing endeavors 
by creating a “firm” that would oversee these efforts, generating funds 
for the establishment of Zion and for the benefit of the poor. This 
firm, known as the United Firm, was organized in April 1832 and dis-
banded in 1834 (see section 82). Sometime after its dissolution, under 
the direction of Joseph Smith, the phrase “the affairs of the storehouse 
for the poor” replaced “mercantile and publishing establishments” in 
the revelation, and the word “order” replaced the word “firm.”
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1–4, The Saints should organize and 
establish a storehouse; 5–12, Wise 
use of their properties will lead to  
salvation; 13–14, The Church should 
be independent of earthly powers;  
15–16, Michael (Adam) serves under 
the direction of the Holy One (Christ); 
17–22, Blessed are the faithful, for 
they will inherit all things.

THE Lord spake unto Joseph Smith, 
Jun., saying: Hearken unto me, 
saith the Lord your God, who are 
ordained unto the a  high priesthood 
of my church, who have assembled 
yourselves together;
2 And listen to the a counsel of him 

who has b  ordained you from on 
high, who shall speak in your ears 
the words of c  wisdom, that salva-
tion may be unto you in that thing 
which you have presented before 
me, saith the Lord God.
3 For verily I say unto you, the 

time has come, and is now at hand; 
and behold, and lo, it must needs be 
that there be an a organization of my  
people, in regulating and establish-
ing the affairs of the b  storehouse 

for the c  poor of my people, both 
in this place and in the land of  
d  Zion—
4 For a permanent and everlast-

ing establishment and order unto  
my church, to advance the cause, 
which ye have espoused, to the sal-
vation of man, and to the glory of 
your Father who is in heaven;
5 That you may be a  equal in the 

bonds of heavenly things, yea, and 
earthly things also, for the obtain-
ing of heavenly things.
6 For if ye are not equal in earthly 

things ye cannot be a  equal in ob-
taining heavenly things;
7 For if you will that I give unto 

you a place in the a  celestial world, 
you must b  prepare yourselves by 
c doing the things which I have com-
manded you and required of you.
8 And now, verily thus saith the 

Lord, it is expedient that all things 
be done unto my a  glory, by you 
who are joined together in this  
b  order;
9 Or, in other words, let my servant  

Newel K. Whitney and my ser-
vant Joseph Smith, Jun., and my  

78 1 a TG Priesthood, 
Melchizedek.

 2 a TG Counsel.
  b TG Priesthood, 

Authority;  
Priesthood, 
Ordination.

  c TG God, Wisdom of;  
Wisdom.

 3 a D&C 51:3;  
82:11 (11, 15–21).

  b D&C 72:10; 83:5.
  c D&C 42:30 (30–42).  

TG Poor;  
Welfare.

  d D&C 57:2.
 5 a TG Consecration;  

Zion.

 6 a D&C 49:20.
 7 a TG Celestial Glory;  

Objectives.
  b D&C 29:8; 58:6; 132:3.
  c TG Commitment.
 8 a TG Glory.
  b D&C 92:1.

SECTION 78
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Kirtland, Ohio, 
March 1, 1832. On that day, the Prophet and other leaders had assem-
bled to discuss Church business. This revelation originally instructed 
the Prophet, Sidney Rigdon, and Newel K. Whitney to travel to Mis-
souri and organize the Church’s mercantile and publishing endeavors 
by creating a “firm” that would oversee these efforts, generating funds 
for the establishment of Zion and for the benefit of the poor. This 
firm, known as the United Firm, was organized in April 1832 and dis-
banded in 1834 (see section 82). Sometime after its dissolution, under 
the direction of Joseph Smith, the phrase “the affairs of the storehouse 
for the poor” replaced “mercantile and publishing establishments” in 
the revelation, and the word “order” replaced the word “firm.”
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“It is not enough for anyone just to go through the 
motions. The commandments, ordinances, and 
covenants of the gospel are not a list of deposits 
required to be made in some heavenly account. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ is a plan that shows us how to 
become what our Heavenly Father desires us to 
become”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks, “The Challenge to Become,” Oct. 2000 GC, 
Ensign, Nov. 2000, 32).



Joseph Smith, Newel K. Whitney, Sidney Rigdon, Peter 
Whitmer Jr., and Jesse Gause obeyed this commandment 
and traveled to Missouri in April 1832. Shortly after their 
arrival, the three held a council wherein they organized the 
United Firm in accordance with the direction in this 
revelation. The firm consisted of Joseph Smith, Sidney 
Rigdon, Newel K. Whitney, Edward Partridge, Sidney 
Gilbert, Oliver Cowdery, John Whitmer, William W. Phelps, 
and Martin Harris.
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servant Sidney Rigdon sit in council 
with the saints which are in a  Zion;
10 Otherwise a Satan seeketh to turn 

their b  hearts away from the truth, 
that they become c  blinded and un-
derstand not the things which are 
prepared for them.
11 Wherefore, a commandment I 

give unto you, to prepare and or-
ganize yourselves by a a  bond or 
everlasting b  covenant that cannot 
be broken.
12 And he who breaketh it shall 

lose his office and standing in the 
church, and shall be a delivered over 
to the b  buffetings of Satan until the 
day of redemption.
13 Behold, this is the preparation 

wherewith I prepare you, and the 
foundation, and the a  ensample 
which I give unto you, whereby you 
may accomplish the commandments 
which are given you;
14 That through my providence, 

notwithstanding the a  tribulation 
which shall descend upon you, that 
the church may stand independent 
above all other creatures beneath 
the celestial world;
15 That you may come up unto the 

a  crown prepared for you, and be 
made b  rulers over many kingdoms, 
saith the Lord God, the Holy One 
of Zion, who hath established the 
foundations of c Adam-ondi-Ahman;

16 Who hath appointed a  Michael 
your prince, and established his feet, 
and set him upon high, and given 
unto him the keys of salvation un-
der the counsel and direction of the 
b  Holy One, who is without begin-
ning of days or end of life.
17 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

ye are a  little children, and ye have 
not as yet understood how great 
blessings the Father hath in his 
own hands and prepared for you;
18 And ye cannot a  bear all things 

now; nevertheless, be of good b cheer, 
for I will c  lead you along. The king-
dom is yours and the blessings 
thereof are yours, and the d  riches 
of e  eternity are yours.
19 And he who receiveth all things 

with a  thankfulness shall be made 
glorious; and the things of this earth 
shall be added unto him, even an 
b  hundred fold, yea, more.
20 Wherefore, do the things which 

I have commanded you, saith your 
Redeemer, even the Son a  Ahman, 
who prepareth all things before he 
b  taketh you;
21 For ye are the a  church of the 

b  Firstborn, and he will take you up 
in a c  cloud, and appoint every man 
his portion.
22 And he that is a faithful and 

a  wise b  steward shall inherit c  all 
things. Amen.

 9 a D&C 72:6 (1–26).
 10 a TG Devil.
  b TG Hardheartedness.
  c TG Spiritual Blindness.
 11 a D&C 82:11 (11, 15).
  b TG Covenants.
 12 a 1 Tim. 1:20.
  b 1 Cor. 5:5 (1–7);  

D&C 82:21; 104:10 (8–10).
 13 a TG Millennium, Prepar-

ing a People for.
 14 a D&C 58:4 (3–4).  

TG Tribulation.
 15 a TG Exaltation.
  b Ex. 19:6;  

Rev. 5:10; 20:6;  
D&C 76:56;  
132:19 (19–20).

  c D&C 107:53; 116;  
117:8 (8, 11).

 16 a D&C 27:11.  
TG Adam.

  b D&C 107:54 (54–55).
 17 a John 13:33; 1 Cor. 2:9;  

1 Jn. 2:1 (1, 12–13).
 18 a John 16:12;  

3 Ne. 17:2 (2–4);  
D&C 50:40.

  b TG Cheerful.
  c TG Guidance, Divine.

  d TG Treasure.
  e TG Eternity.
 19 a Ps. 34:1 (1–3);  

Mosiah 2:20 (20–21).  
TG Thanksgiving.

  b Matt. 19:29 (27–29).
 20 a D&C 95:17; 107:53; 116.
  b 1 Thes. 4:17;  

Rev. 11:12.
 21 a D&C 76:102.
  b D&C 76:54 (53–54).
  c D&C 88:97.
 22 a D&C 101:61.
  b TG Stewardship.
  c D&C 84:38.

SECTION 79
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Hiram, Ohio, 
March 12, 1832.

149 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 79:1–80:5

1–4, Jared Carter is called to preach 
the gospel by the Comforter.

VERILY I say unto you, that it is my 
will that my servant Jared Carter 
should go again into the eastern 
countries, from place to place, and 
from city to city, in the power of 
the a  ordination wherewith he has 
been ordained, proclaiming glad 
tidings of great joy, even the b  ev-
erlasting gospel.

2 And I will send upon him the 
a  Comforter, which shall teach him 
the truth and the b  way whither he 
shall go;
3 And inasmuch as he is faith-

ful, I will crown him again with  
a  sheaves.
4 Wherefore, let your heart be 

glad, my servant Jared Carter, and 
a fear not, saith your Lord, even Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

79 1 a D&C 52:38 (38–39).
  b Rev. 14:6.
 2 a TG Holy Ghost, 

Comforter.
  b Ps. 25:4 (1–5).

 3 a D&C 31:5.
 4 a TG Courage;  

Fearful;  
Joy.

80 1 a D&C 75:35.

  b Mark 16:15.
 2 a D&C 75:36.
 4 a D&C 20:17.  

TG Testimony.
 5 a TG Called of God.

SECTION 80
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Stephen Burnett, 
at Hiram, Ohio, March 7, 1832.

SECTION 81
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Hiram, Ohio, 
March 15, 1832. Frederick G. Williams is called to be a high priest and a 
counselor in the Presidency of the High Priesthood. The historical records 
show that when this revelation was received in March 1832, it called 
Jesse Gause to the office of counselor to Joseph Smith in the Presidency. 
However, when he failed to continue in a manner consistent with this 
appointment, the call was subsequently transferred to Frederick G. Wil-
liams. The revelation (dated March 1832) should be regarded as a step to-
ward the formal organization of the First Presidency, specifically calling 
for the office of counselor in that body and explaining the dignity of the 
appointment. Brother Gause served for a time but was excommunicated 
from the Church in December 1832. Brother Williams was ordained to 
the specified office on March 18, 1833.

1–5, Stephen Burnett and Eden Smith 
are called to preach in whatever place 
they choose.

VERILY, thus saith the Lord unto 
you my servant a  Stephen Burnett: 
Go ye, go ye into the world and 
preach the gospel to every b  crea-
ture that cometh under the sound 
of your voice.
2 And inasmuch as you desire a 

companion, I will give unto you my 

servant a  Eden Smith.
3 Wherefore, go ye and preach my 

gospel, whether to the north or to 
the south, to the east or to the west, 
it mattereth not, for ye cannot go 
amiss.
4 Therefore, declare the things 

which ye have heard, and verily 
believe, and a  know to be true.
5 Behold, this is the will of him who 

hath a  called you, your Redeemer, 
even Jesus Christ. Amen.



“Could I suggest that we see gratitude as a disposition, a 
way of life that stands independent of our current situation? 
In other words, I’m suggesting that instead of being 
thankful for things, we focus on being thankful in our 
circumstances—whatever they may be. … 

“This type of gratitude transcends whatever is happening 
around us. It surpasses disappointment, discouragement, 
and despair. It blooms just as beautifully in the icy 
landscape of winter as it does in the pleasant warmth of 
summer”  

(President Dieter F. Uchtdorf, “Grateful in Any Circumstances,” Apr 
2014 GC, Ensign or Liahona, May 2014, 75).
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servant Sidney Rigdon sit in council 
with the saints which are in a  Zion;
10 Otherwise a Satan seeketh to turn 

their b  hearts away from the truth, 
that they become c  blinded and un-
derstand not the things which are 
prepared for them.
11 Wherefore, a commandment I 

give unto you, to prepare and or-
ganize yourselves by a a  bond or 
everlasting b  covenant that cannot 
be broken.
12 And he who breaketh it shall 

lose his office and standing in the 
church, and shall be a delivered over 
to the b  buffetings of Satan until the 
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wherewith I prepare you, and the 
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notwithstanding the a  tribulation 
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made b  rulers over many kingdoms, 
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of Zion, who hath established the 
foundations of c Adam-ondi-Ahman;

16 Who hath appointed a  Michael 
your prince, and established his feet, 
and set him upon high, and given 
unto him the keys of salvation un-
der the counsel and direction of the 
b  Holy One, who is without begin-
ning of days or end of life.
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18 And ye cannot a  bear all things 

now; nevertheless, be of good b cheer, 
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dom is yours and the blessings 
thereof are yours, and the d  riches 
of e  eternity are yours.
19 And he who receiveth all things 

with a  thankfulness shall be made 
glorious; and the things of this earth 
shall be added unto him, even an 
b  hundred fold, yea, more.
20 Wherefore, do the things which 

I have commanded you, saith your 
Redeemer, even the Son a  Ahman, 
who prepareth all things before he 
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21 For ye are the a  church of the 

b  Firstborn, and he will take you up 
in a c  cloud, and appoint every man 
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22 And he that is a faithful and 

a  wise b  steward shall inherit c  all 
things. Amen.

 9 a D&C 72:6 (1–26).
 10 a TG Devil.
  b TG Hardheartedness.
  c TG Spiritual Blindness.
 11 a D&C 82:11 (11, 15).
  b TG Covenants.
 12 a 1 Tim. 1:20.
  b 1 Cor. 5:5 (1–7);  
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VERILY I say unto you, that it is my 
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should go again into the eastern 
countries, from place to place, and 
from city to city, in the power of 
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2 And I will send upon him the 
a  Comforter, which shall teach him 
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shall go;
3 And inasmuch as he is faith-
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March 15, 1832. Frederick G. Williams is called to be a high priest and a 
counselor in the Presidency of the High Priesthood. The historical records 
show that when this revelation was received in March 1832, it called 
Jesse Gause to the office of counselor to Joseph Smith in the Presidency. 
However, when he failed to continue in a manner consistent with this 
appointment, the call was subsequently transferred to Frederick G. Wil-
liams. The revelation (dated March 1832) should be regarded as a step to-
ward the formal organization of the First Presidency, specifically calling 
for the office of counselor in that body and explaining the dignity of the 
appointment. Brother Gause served for a time but was excommunicated 
from the Church in December 1832. Brother Williams was ordained to 
the specified office on March 18, 1833.

1–5, Stephen Burnett and Eden Smith 
are called to preach in whatever place 
they choose.

VERILY, thus saith the Lord unto 
you my servant a  Stephen Burnett: 
Go ye, go ye into the world and 
preach the gospel to every b  crea-
ture that cometh under the sound 
of your voice.
2 And inasmuch as you desire a 

companion, I will give unto you my 

servant a  Eden Smith.
3 Wherefore, go ye and preach my 

gospel, whether to the north or to 
the south, to the east or to the west, 
it mattereth not, for ye cannot go 
amiss.
4 Therefore, declare the things 

which ye have heard, and verily 
believe, and a  know to be true.
5 Behold, this is the will of him who 

hath a  called you, your Redeemer, 
even Jesus Christ. Amen.



The original revelation given in March 1832 did not include 
the information regarding Adam-ondi-Ahman and Michael. 
These inspired additions were made in the summer of 1835 
as the Doctrine and Covenants was being prepared for 
publication. The changes to the revelation recorded in 
Doctrine and Covenants 78 included the addition of the 
phrase “who hath established the foundations of Adam-
ondi-Ahman” in verse 15, all of verse 16, and the title “Son 
Ahman” in verse 20. (See Alexander L.Baugh, “The History 
and Doctrine of the Adam-ondi-Ahman Revelation (D&C 
116),” in Foundations of the Restoration: Fulfillment of the 
Covenant Purposes, ed. Craig J. Ostler, Michael Hubbard 
MacKay, and Barbara E. Morgan [2016], 165–66).

VIRGINIA

NORTH 
CAROLINA

SOUTH 
CAROLINA

NEW YORK

VERMONT

PENNSYLVANIA

MASSACHUSETTS

N

W

S

New York City

Sharon

Boston

Harmony
Colesville

Fayette
Palmyra

Washington D.C.

Kirtland

Kilometers

Miles
0 100 200 

Institute 
Manual



Doctrine	
Covenants& 79



148DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 78:10–22
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10 Otherwise a Satan seeketh to turn 

their b  hearts away from the truth, 
that they become c  blinded and un-
derstand not the things which are 
prepared for them.
11 Wherefore, a commandment I 

give unto you, to prepare and or-
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be broken.
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lose his office and standing in the 
church, and shall be a delivered over 
to the b  buffetings of Satan until the 
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wherewith I prepare you, and the 
foundation, and the a  ensample 
which I give unto you, whereby you 
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which are given you;
14 That through my providence, 

notwithstanding the a  tribulation 
which shall descend upon you, that 
the church may stand independent 
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a  crown prepared for you, and be 
made b  rulers over many kingdoms, 
saith the Lord God, the Holy One 
of Zion, who hath established the 
foundations of c Adam-ondi-Ahman;

16 Who hath appointed a  Michael 
your prince, and established his feet, 
and set him upon high, and given 
unto him the keys of salvation un-
der the counsel and direction of the 
b  Holy One, who is without begin-
ning of days or end of life.
17 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

ye are a  little children, and ye have 
not as yet understood how great 
blessings the Father hath in his 
own hands and prepared for you;
18 And ye cannot a  bear all things 

now; nevertheless, be of good b cheer, 
for I will c  lead you along. The king-
dom is yours and the blessings 
thereof are yours, and the d  riches 
of e  eternity are yours.
19 And he who receiveth all things 

with a  thankfulness shall be made 
glorious; and the things of this earth 
shall be added unto him, even an 
b  hundred fold, yea, more.
20 Wherefore, do the things which 

I have commanded you, saith your 
Redeemer, even the Son a  Ahman, 
who prepareth all things before he 
b  taketh you;
21 For ye are the a  church of the 

b  Firstborn, and he will take you up 
in a c  cloud, and appoint every man 
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22 And he that is a faithful and 

a  wise b  steward shall inherit c  all 
things. Amen.

 9 a D&C 72:6 (1–26).
 10 a TG Devil.
  b TG Hardheartedness.
  c TG Spiritual Blindness.
 11 a D&C 82:11 (11, 15).
  b TG Covenants.
 12 a 1 Tim. 1:20.
  b 1 Cor. 5:5 (1–7);  

D&C 82:21; 104:10 (8–10).
 13 a TG Millennium, Prepar-

ing a People for.
 14 a D&C 58:4 (3–4).  

TG Tribulation.
 15 a TG Exaltation.
  b Ex. 19:6;  

Rev. 5:10; 20:6;  
D&C 76:56;  
132:19 (19–20).

  c D&C 107:53; 116;  
117:8 (8, 11).

 16 a D&C 27:11.  
TG Adam.

  b D&C 107:54 (54–55).
 17 a John 13:33; 1 Cor. 2:9;  

1 Jn. 2:1 (1, 12–13).
 18 a John 16:12;  

3 Ne. 17:2 (2–4);  
D&C 50:40.

  b TG Cheerful.
  c TG Guidance, Divine.

  d TG Treasure.
  e TG Eternity.
 19 a Ps. 34:1 (1–3);  

Mosiah 2:20 (20–21).  
TG Thanksgiving.

  b Matt. 19:29 (27–29).
 20 a D&C 95:17; 107:53; 116.
  b 1 Thes. 4:17;  

Rev. 11:12.
 21 a D&C 76:102.
  b D&C 76:54 (53–54).
  c D&C 88:97.
 22 a D&C 101:61.
  b TG Stewardship.
  c D&C 84:38.

SECTION 79
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Hiram, Ohio, 
March 12, 1832.

149 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 79:1–80:5

1–4, Jared Carter is called to preach 
the gospel by the Comforter.

VERILY I say unto you, that it is my 
will that my servant Jared Carter 
should go again into the eastern 
countries, from place to place, and 
from city to city, in the power of 
the a  ordination wherewith he has 
been ordained, proclaiming glad 
tidings of great joy, even the b  ev-
erlasting gospel.

2 And I will send upon him the 
a  Comforter, which shall teach him 
the truth and the b  way whither he 
shall go;
3 And inasmuch as he is faith-

ful, I will crown him again with  
a  sheaves.
4 Wherefore, let your heart be 

glad, my servant Jared Carter, and 
a fear not, saith your Lord, even Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

79 1 a D&C 52:38 (38–39).
  b Rev. 14:6.
 2 a TG Holy Ghost, 

Comforter.
  b Ps. 25:4 (1–5).

 3 a D&C 31:5.
 4 a TG Courage;  

Fearful;  
Joy.

80 1 a D&C 75:35.

  b Mark 16:15.
 2 a D&C 75:36.
 4 a D&C 20:17.  

TG Testimony.
 5 a TG Called of God.

SECTION 80
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Stephen Burnett, 
at Hiram, Ohio, March 7, 1832.

SECTION 81
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Hiram, Ohio, 
March 15, 1832. Frederick G. Williams is called to be a high priest and a 
counselor in the Presidency of the High Priesthood. The historical records 
show that when this revelation was received in March 1832, it called 
Jesse Gause to the office of counselor to Joseph Smith in the Presidency. 
However, when he failed to continue in a manner consistent with this 
appointment, the call was subsequently transferred to Frederick G. Wil-
liams. The revelation (dated March 1832) should be regarded as a step to-
ward the formal organization of the First Presidency, specifically calling 
for the office of counselor in that body and explaining the dignity of the 
appointment. Brother Gause served for a time but was excommunicated 
from the Church in December 1832. Brother Williams was ordained to 
the specified office on March 18, 1833.

1–5, Stephen Burnett and Eden Smith 
are called to preach in whatever place 
they choose.

VERILY, thus saith the Lord unto 
you my servant a  Stephen Burnett: 
Go ye, go ye into the world and 
preach the gospel to every b  crea-
ture that cometh under the sound 
of your voice.
2 And inasmuch as you desire a 

companion, I will give unto you my 

servant a  Eden Smith.
3 Wherefore, go ye and preach my 

gospel, whether to the north or to 
the south, to the east or to the west, 
it mattereth not, for ye cannot go 
amiss.
4 Therefore, declare the things 

which ye have heard, and verily 
believe, and a  know to be true.
5 Behold, this is the will of him who 

hath a  called you, your Redeemer, 
even Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Steven C Harper (Book of Mormon Central Commentary) 

One of the most remarkable facts about Joseph Smith as a revelator is 
that many intelligent, faithful people went to great lengths to seek, 
receive, and obey his revelations. Jared Carter embraced Joseph’s 
revelations and went on a mission because of them. After he returned, 
he went to the home where Joseph was living to ask “the seer to inquire 
the will of the Lord concerning my ministry the ensuing season. And the 
word of the Lord came forth.” 

Jared noted that April 25, 1832, marked “the commencement of a 
mission by Jared Carter, a servant of the Lord.” He followed section 79 
specifically, going from town to town in the power of his ordination, 
“which was to the high privilege of administering in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” Jared went northeast along Lake Erie and continued on to 
Benson, Vermont, his birthplace, proclaiming the everlasting gospel in 
each location. He battled opposition and bouts of depression. He kept 
careful track of his obedience to the revelation and the fulfillment of the 



Jared noted that April 25, 1832, marked “the commencement of a 
mission by Jared Carter, a servant of the Lord.” He followed section 79 
specifically, going from town to town in the power of his ordination, 
“which was to the high privilege of administering in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” Jared went northeast along Lake Erie and continued on to 
Benson, Vermont, his birthplace, proclaiming the everlasting gospel in 
each location. He battled opposition and bouts of depression. He kept 
careful track of his obedience to the revelation and the fulfillment of the 
promised blessings. His records testify that, as promised, the Lord sent 
him the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, to teach him the truth and where he 
should go. Since Jared was faithful to section 79, the Lord crowned him 
again with a bountiful harvest. Jared summarized his service after 
returning in October: “I have been gone six months and two days. The 
Lord has permitted me to administer the Gospel to 79 souls and many 
others by my instrumentality have been convinced of this most glorious 
work.” He rejoiced on the completion of his difficult yet successful 
mission. “God has blessed me according to the prophecy of Brother 
Joseph before I went from Ohio,” Jared wrote. 
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a  sheaves.
4 Wherefore, let your heart be 

glad, my servant Jared Carter, and 
a fear not, saith your Lord, even Jesus 
Christ. Amen.
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for the office of counselor in that body and explaining the dignity of the 
appointment. Brother Gause served for a time but was excommunicated 
from the Church in December 1832. Brother Williams was ordained to 
the specified office on March 18, 1833.

1–5, Stephen Burnett and Eden Smith 
are called to preach in whatever place 
they choose.

VERILY, thus saith the Lord unto 
you my servant a  Stephen Burnett: 
Go ye, go ye into the world and 
preach the gospel to every b  crea-
ture that cometh under the sound 
of your voice.
2 And inasmuch as you desire a 

companion, I will give unto you my 

servant a  Eden Smith.
3 Wherefore, go ye and preach my 

gospel, whether to the north or to 
the south, to the east or to the west, 
it mattereth not, for ye cannot go 
amiss.
4 Therefore, declare the things 

which ye have heard, and verily 
believe, and a  know to be true.
5 Behold, this is the will of him who 

hath a  called you, your Redeemer, 
even Jesus Christ. Amen.

“Perhaps one of the lessons 
the Savior is teaching us in 
this revelation is that an 
assignment to labor in a 
specific place is essential 
and important but secondary 
to a call to the work”  

(Elder David A. Bednar, “Called to 
the Work,” Apr 2017 GC, Ensign or 
Liahona, May 2017, 68).



Steven C Harper (Book of Mormon Central Commentary) 

Stephen Burnett started fast. He converted at age 16 and was ordained a 
teacher, then an elder, and then a high priest before he turned 18. He was 
filled with the Holy Ghost and a desire to take the gospel to his relatives. He 
led his parents into the Church and was called to preach in January 1832 
(D&C 75:35) and again in March by section 80. 

Stephen and Eden Smith started their mission on July 15 and spent a few 
days together declaring the gospel in villages south of Kirtland, Ohio. 
Stephen also went east with success. He “was the first one that sounded the 
glad tidings of the everlasting gospel” in Dalton, New Hampshire. By 1838, 
Stephen felt completely disillusioned. He tried but failed to regain the 
Spirit. Finally, he “proclaimed all revelation lies” and left the Church. He 
said that the foundation of his faith failed and the entire structure fell in “a 
heap of ruins.” Joseph thought there was more to it. He thought that 
Stephen’s unwillingness to consecrate his life to the kingdom of God 
contributed to his unconversion.


