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In the spring of 1829 the Prophet Joseph Smith felt a 
great sense of urgency about the translation of the Book 

of Mormon…



Chapter 6

Back in Manchester, a young man named Oliver Cowdery 
was staying with Joseph’s parents. Oliver was a year younger 
than Joseph, and in the fall of 1828 he had begun teaching 
school about a mile south of the Smiths’ farm. 

Teachers often boarded with the families of their students, 
and when Oliver heard rumors about Joseph and the gold 
plates, he asked if he could stay with the Smiths. At first he 
gleaned few details from the family. The stolen manuscript 
and local gossip had made them wary to the point of silence. 

But during the winter of 1828–29, as Oliver taught the Smith 
children, he earned the trust of his hosts. Around this time, 
Joseph Sr. had come back from a trip to Harmony with a 
revelation declaring that the Lord was about to begin a 
marvelous work. By then Oliver had proven to be a sincere 
seeker of truth, and Joseph’s parents opened up to him 
about their son’s divine calling. 

What they said captivated Oliver, and he longed to help with 
the translation. Like Joseph, Oliver was dissatisfied with 



Chapter 6

What they said captivated Oliver, and he longed to help with 
the translation. Like Joseph, Oliver was dissatisfied with 
modern churches and believed in a God of miracles who still 
revealed His will to people. But Joseph and the gold plates 
were far away, and Oliver did not know how he could help the 
work if he stayed in Manchester. 

One spring day, as rain was falling hard against the Smiths’ 
roof, Oliver told the family he wanted to go to Harmony to 
help Joseph when the school term was over. Lucy and 
Joseph Sr. urged him to ask the Lord if his desires were right. 

Retiring to his bed, Oliver prayed privately to know if what he 
had heard about the gold plates was true. The Lord showed 
him a vision of the gold plates and Joseph’s efforts to 
translate them. A peaceful feeling rested over him, and he 
knew then that he should volunteer to be Joseph’s scribe. 

Oliver told no one about his prayer. But as soon as the school 
term ended, he and Joseph’s brother Samuel set out on foot 
for Harmony, more than a hundred miles away. 
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10DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 5:26–35

26 And I the Lord command him, 
my servant Martin Harris, that he 
shall say no more unto them con-
cerning these things, except he shall 
say: I have seen them, and they have 
been shown unto me by the power 
of God; and these are the words 
which he shall say.
27 But if he deny this he will break 

the a  covenant which he has before 
covenanted with me, and behold, 
he is condemned.
28 And now, except he humble 

himself and acknowledge unto me 
the things that he has done which 
are wrong, and covenant with me 
that he will keep my command-
ments, and exercise a  faith in me, 
behold, I say unto him, he shall 
have no such views, for I will grant 
unto him no views of the things of 
which I have spoken.
29 And if this be the case, I com-

mand you, my servant Joseph, that 
you shall say unto him, that he 
shall do no more, nor trouble me 
any more concerning this matter.
30 And if this be the case, behold, 

I say unto thee Joseph, when thou 

hast translated a few more pages 
thou shalt stop for a season, even 
until I command thee again; then 
thou mayest translate again.
31 And except thou do this, behold, 

thou shalt have no more gift, and I 
will take away the things which I 
have entrusted with thee.
32 And now, because I foresee the 

lying in wait to destroy thee, yea, 
I foresee that if my servant Martin 
Harris humbleth not himself and 
receive a witness from my hand, 
that he will fall into a  transgression;
33 And there are many that lie in 

wait to a  destroy thee from off the 
face of the earth; and for this cause, 
that thy days may be b  prolonged, 
I have given unto thee these com-
mandments.
34 Yea, for this cause I have said: 

Stop, and a  stand still until I com-
mand thee, and I will b  provide 
means whereby thou mayest ac-
complish the thing which I have 
commanded thee.
35 And if thou art a faithful in keep-

ing my commandments, thou shalt 
be b  lifted up at the last day. Amen.

 27 a TG Covenants.
 28 a Ether 4:7.
 32 a Enos 1:13.
 33 a D&C 10:6 (6, 25);  

38:13 (13, 28); 42:64.
  b Ex. 20:12;  

Deut. 4:40; 11:9 (8–9);  

Prov. 3:2 (1–2);  
Hel. 7:24; 15:11 (10–11).

 34 a 1 Sam. 9:27;  
Isa. 30:15.

  b 1 Ne. 3:7.
 35 a Ex. 15:26;  

D&C 11:20.

  b John 6:39;  
1 Thes. 4:17;  
3 Ne. 15:1;  
D&C 9:14; 17:8; 52:44;  
75:16, 22.

SECTION 6
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, at 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver Cowdery began his labors 
as scribe in the translation of the Book of Mormon, April 7, 1829. He 
had already received a divine manifestation of the truth of the Proph-
et’s testimony respecting the plates on which was engraved the Book of 
Mormon record. The Prophet inquired of the Lord through the Urim 
and Thummim and received this response.
1–6, Laborers in the Lord’s field gain 
salvation; 7–13, There is no gift greater 
than the gift of salvation; 14–27, A 

witness of the truth comes by the power 
of the Spirit; 28–37, Look unto Christ, 
and do good continually.

11 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:1–14

A GREAT and a  marvelous work is 
about to come forth unto the chil-
dren of men.
2 Behold, I am God; give heed unto 

my a  word, which is quick and pow-
erful, b  sharper than a two-edged 
sword, to the dividing asunder of 
both joints and marrow; therefore 
give heed unto my words.
3 Behold, the a field is white already 

to harvest; therefore, whoso desireth 
to reap, let him thrust in his sickle 
with his might, and reap while the 
day b  lasts, that he may c  treasure up 
for his soul everlasting salvation in 
the kingdom of God.
4 Yea, whosoever will thrust in his 

sickle and reap, the same is a  called 
of God.
5 Therefore, if you will a  ask of me 

you shall receive; if you will knock 
it shall be opened unto you.
6 Now, as you have asked, behold, 

I say unto you, keep my command-
ments, and a  seek to bring forth and 
establish the cause of b  Zion;
7 a  Seek not for b  riches but for 

c  wisdom, and behold, the d  myster-
ies of God shall be unfolded unto 
you, and then shall you be made 
e  rich. Behold, he that hath f  eternal 
life is rich.

8 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
even as you a  desire of me so it shall 
be unto you; and if you desire, you 
shall be the means of doing much 
b  good in this generation.
9 Say nothing but a repentance unto 

this generation; keep my command-
ments, and assist to bring forth my 
work, according to my command-
ments, and you shall be blessed.
10 Behold thou hast a gift, and 

blessed art thou because of thy a gift. 
Remember it is b  sacred and cometh 
from above—
11 And if thou wilt a  inquire, thou 

shalt know b  mysteries which are 
great and marvelous; therefore thou 
shalt exercise thy c  gift, that thou 
mayest find out mysteries, that  
thou mayest bring d  many to the 
knowledge of the truth, yea, e  con-
vince them of the error of their ways.
12 Make not thy gift known unto 

any save it be those who are of thy 
faith. Trifle not with a sacred things.
13 If thou wilt do a  good, yea, and 

b  hold out c  faithful to the d  end, thou 
shalt be saved in the e  kingdom of 
God, which is the greatest of all 
the f  gifts of God; for there is no gift 
greater than the gift of g  salvation.
14 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

6 1 a Isa. 29:14;  
D&C 4:1 (1–7); 18:44.

 2 a Heb. 4:12;  
Rev. 1:16;  
D&C 27:1.

  b Hel. 3:29 (29–30);  
D&C 15:2; 33:1; 85:6;  
121:43.

 3 a Joel 3:13;  
D&C 101:64.

  b TG Procrastination.
  c TG Treasure.
 4 a D&C 11:4 (3–4, 27);  

12:4 (3–4); 14:4 (3–4).
 5 a Matt. 7:7.
 6 a JST Matt. 6:38  

(Matt. 6:33 note a);  
JST Luke 12:34  
(Luke 12:31 note a).

  b D&C 35:24.  
TG Mission of 
Latter-day Saints;  
Objectives; Zion.

 7 a Alma 39:14 (12–14);  
D&C 68:31 (31–32).  
TG Study.

  b 1 Kgs. 3:11 (10–13);  
Matt. 19:23 (23–26);  
Jacob 2:18.  
TG Worldliness.

  c TG Education;  
Wisdom.

  d Rom. 16:25;  
D&C 42:65 (61–65);  
121:27 (25–27).  
TG Mysteries of 
Godliness.

  e 4 Ne. 1:3.  
TG Treasure.

  f Prov. 13:7; Rev. 3:18.
 8 a TG Motivations;  

Prayer.
  b TG Good Works.
 9 a D&C 15:6; 18:14; 34:6.  

TG Missionary Work;  
Prophets, Mission of;  
Repent.

 10 a TG God, Gifts of.
  b D&C 63:64.
 11 a D&C 46:7; 102:23;  

JS—H 1:18 (18, 26).  
TG Prayer.

  b Matt. 11:25; 13:11;  
Alma 12:9.

  c TG Talents.
  d 1 Tim. 2:4;  

Alma 36:26.  
TG Knowledge.

  e James 5:20;  
Alma 12:1; 62:45;  
D&C 18:44.

 12 a Prov. 23:9; Matt. 7:6;  
D&C 10:37 (36–37).  
TG Sacred; Sacrilege.

 13 a TG Good Works.
  b 1 Tim. 1:19;  

1 Ne. 15:24.
  c Ps. 31:23; Mosiah 2:41;  

Ether 4:19;  
D&C 51:19; 63:47;  
138:12.  
TG Perseverance;  
Steadfastness.

  d Rev. 2:10.
  e TG Kingdom of God, in 

Heaven.
  f TG God, Gifts of.
  g TG Salvation.

“The building up of Zion is a cause that has 
interested the people of God in every age; it is a 
theme upon which prophets, priests and kings 
have dwelt with peculiar delight; they have 
looked forward with joyful anticipation to the 
day in which we live; and fired with heavenly 
and joyful anticipations they have sung and 
written and prophesied of this our day; … we 
are the favored people that God has made 
choice of to bring about the Latter-day glory; it 
is left for us to see, participate in and help to 
roll forward the Latter-day glory.”  

(Prophet Joseph Smith, “History of the Church,” 
4:609–10.)



(Revelations in Context) 

His gift was the gift of revelation, and by it he could “find out mysteries, 
that [he may] bring many to the knowledge of the truth; yea, convince 
them of the error of their ways.”

CHAPTER 4

“The Lord has promised to reveal his mysteries to those who serve him in 
faithfulness. … There are no mysteries pertaining to the Gospel, only as 
we, in our weakness, fail to comprehend Gospel truth. … The ‘simple’ 
principles of the Gospel, such as baptism, the atonement, are mysteries to 
those who do not have the guidance of the Spirit of the Lord.”  

(President Joseph Fielding Smith, “Church History and Modern Revelation,” 1:43.)
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10DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 5:26–35

26 And I the Lord command him, 
my servant Martin Harris, that he 
shall say no more unto them con-
cerning these things, except he shall 
say: I have seen them, and they have 
been shown unto me by the power 
of God; and these are the words 
which he shall say.
27 But if he deny this he will break 

the a  covenant which he has before 
covenanted with me, and behold, 
he is condemned.
28 And now, except he humble 

himself and acknowledge unto me 
the things that he has done which 
are wrong, and covenant with me 
that he will keep my command-
ments, and exercise a  faith in me, 
behold, I say unto him, he shall 
have no such views, for I will grant 
unto him no views of the things of 
which I have spoken.
29 And if this be the case, I com-

mand you, my servant Joseph, that 
you shall say unto him, that he 
shall do no more, nor trouble me 
any more concerning this matter.
30 And if this be the case, behold, 

I say unto thee Joseph, when thou 

hast translated a few more pages 
thou shalt stop for a season, even 
until I command thee again; then 
thou mayest translate again.
31 And except thou do this, behold, 

thou shalt have no more gift, and I 
will take away the things which I 
have entrusted with thee.
32 And now, because I foresee the 

lying in wait to destroy thee, yea, 
I foresee that if my servant Martin 
Harris humbleth not himself and 
receive a witness from my hand, 
that he will fall into a  transgression;
33 And there are many that lie in 

wait to a  destroy thee from off the 
face of the earth; and for this cause, 
that thy days may be b  prolonged, 
I have given unto thee these com-
mandments.
34 Yea, for this cause I have said: 

Stop, and a  stand still until I com-
mand thee, and I will b  provide 
means whereby thou mayest ac-
complish the thing which I have 
commanded thee.
35 And if thou art a faithful in keep-

ing my commandments, thou shalt 
be b  lifted up at the last day. Amen.

 27 a TG Covenants.
 28 a Ether 4:7.
 32 a Enos 1:13.
 33 a D&C 10:6 (6, 25);  

38:13 (13, 28); 42:64.
  b Ex. 20:12;  

Deut. 4:40; 11:9 (8–9);  

Prov. 3:2 (1–2);  
Hel. 7:24; 15:11 (10–11).

 34 a 1 Sam. 9:27;  
Isa. 30:15.

  b 1 Ne. 3:7.
 35 a Ex. 15:26;  

D&C 11:20.

  b John 6:39;  
1 Thes. 4:17;  
3 Ne. 15:1;  
D&C 9:14; 17:8; 52:44;  
75:16, 22.

SECTION 6
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, at 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver Cowdery began his labors 
as scribe in the translation of the Book of Mormon, April 7, 1829. He 
had already received a divine manifestation of the truth of the Proph-
et’s testimony respecting the plates on which was engraved the Book of 
Mormon record. The Prophet inquired of the Lord through the Urim 
and Thummim and received this response.
1–6, Laborers in the Lord’s field gain 
salvation; 7–13, There is no gift greater 
than the gift of salvation; 14–27, A 

witness of the truth comes by the power 
of the Spirit; 28–37, Look unto Christ, 
and do good continually.

11 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:1–14

A GREAT and a  marvelous work is 
about to come forth unto the chil-
dren of men.
2 Behold, I am God; give heed unto 

my a  word, which is quick and pow-
erful, b  sharper than a two-edged 
sword, to the dividing asunder of 
both joints and marrow; therefore 
give heed unto my words.
3 Behold, the a field is white already 

to harvest; therefore, whoso desireth 
to reap, let him thrust in his sickle 
with his might, and reap while the 
day b  lasts, that he may c  treasure up 
for his soul everlasting salvation in 
the kingdom of God.
4 Yea, whosoever will thrust in his 

sickle and reap, the same is a  called 
of God.
5 Therefore, if you will a  ask of me 

you shall receive; if you will knock 
it shall be opened unto you.
6 Now, as you have asked, behold, 

I say unto you, keep my command-
ments, and a  seek to bring forth and 
establish the cause of b  Zion;
7 a  Seek not for b  riches but for 

c  wisdom, and behold, the d  myster-
ies of God shall be unfolded unto 
you, and then shall you be made 
e  rich. Behold, he that hath f  eternal 
life is rich.

8 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
even as you a  desire of me so it shall 
be unto you; and if you desire, you 
shall be the means of doing much 
b  good in this generation.
9 Say nothing but a repentance unto 

this generation; keep my command-
ments, and assist to bring forth my 
work, according to my command-
ments, and you shall be blessed.
10 Behold thou hast a gift, and 

blessed art thou because of thy a gift. 
Remember it is b  sacred and cometh 
from above—
11 And if thou wilt a  inquire, thou 

shalt know b  mysteries which are 
great and marvelous; therefore thou 
shalt exercise thy c  gift, that thou 
mayest find out mysteries, that  
thou mayest bring d  many to the 
knowledge of the truth, yea, e  con-
vince them of the error of their ways.
12 Make not thy gift known unto 

any save it be those who are of thy 
faith. Trifle not with a sacred things.
13 If thou wilt do a  good, yea, and 

b  hold out c  faithful to the d  end, thou 
shalt be saved in the e  kingdom of 
God, which is the greatest of all 
the f  gifts of God; for there is no gift 
greater than the gift of g  salvation.
14 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 

6 1 a Isa. 29:14;  
D&C 4:1 (1–7); 18:44.

 2 a Heb. 4:12;  
Rev. 1:16;  
D&C 27:1.

  b Hel. 3:29 (29–30);  
D&C 15:2; 33:1; 85:6;  
121:43.

 3 a Joel 3:13;  
D&C 101:64.

  b TG Procrastination.
  c TG Treasure.
 4 a D&C 11:4 (3–4, 27);  

12:4 (3–4); 14:4 (3–4).
 5 a Matt. 7:7.
 6 a JST Matt. 6:38  

(Matt. 6:33 note a);  
JST Luke 12:34  
(Luke 12:31 note a).

  b D&C 35:24.  
TG Mission of 
Latter-day Saints;  
Objectives; Zion.

 7 a Alma 39:14 (12–14);  
D&C 68:31 (31–32).  
TG Study.

  b 1 Kgs. 3:11 (10–13);  
Matt. 19:23 (23–26);  
Jacob 2:18.  
TG Worldliness.

  c TG Education;  
Wisdom.

  d Rom. 16:25;  
D&C 42:65 (61–65);  
121:27 (25–27).  
TG Mysteries of 
Godliness.

  e 4 Ne. 1:3.  
TG Treasure.

  f Prov. 13:7; Rev. 3:18.
 8 a TG Motivations;  

Prayer.
  b TG Good Works.
 9 a D&C 15:6; 18:14; 34:6.  

TG Missionary Work;  
Prophets, Mission of;  
Repent.

 10 a TG God, Gifts of.
  b D&C 63:64.
 11 a D&C 46:7; 102:23;  

JS—H 1:18 (18, 26).  
TG Prayer.

  b Matt. 11:25; 13:11;  
Alma 12:9.

  c TG Talents.
  d 1 Tim. 2:4;  

Alma 36:26.  
TG Knowledge.

  e James 5:20;  
Alma 12:1; 62:45;  
D&C 18:44.

 12 a Prov. 23:9; Matt. 7:6;  
D&C 10:37 (36–37).  
TG Sacred; Sacrilege.

 13 a TG Good Works.
  b 1 Tim. 1:19;  

1 Ne. 15:24.
  c Ps. 31:23; Mosiah 2:41;  

Ether 4:19;  
D&C 51:19; 63:47;  
138:12.  
TG Perseverance;  
Steadfastness.

  d Rev. 2:10.
  e TG Kingdom of God, in 

Heaven.
  f TG God, Gifts of.
  g TG Salvation.
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12DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:15–27

blessed art thou for what thou hast 
done; for thou hast a  inquired of 
me, and behold, as often as thou 
hast inquired thou hast received 
instruction of my Spirit. If it had 
not been so, thou wouldst not have 
come to the place where thou art at  
this time.
15 Behold, thou knowest that thou 

hast inquired of me and I did en-
lighten thy a  mind; and now I tell 
thee these things that thou mayest 
know that thou hast been b  enlight-
ened by the c  Spirit of truth;
16 Yea, I tell thee, that thou mayest 

know that there is none else save 
God that a knowest thy thoughts and 
the b  intents of thy c  heart.
17 I tell thee these things as a 

witness unto thee—that the words 
or the work which thou hast been 
writing are a  true.
18 Therefore be diligent; a stand by 

my b  servant Joseph, faithfully, in 
whatsoever difficult circumstances 
he may be for the word’s sake.
19 Admonish him in his faults, and  

also a receive admonition of him. b Be 
patient; be sober; be temperate; have 
patience, faith, hope and charity.
20 Behold, thou art Oliver, and 

I have spoken unto thee because 
of thy desires; therefore a  treasure 
up these words in thy heart. Be 
faithful and b  diligent in keeping 

the commandments of God, and 
I will encircle thee in the arms of  
my c  love.
21 Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the 

a Son of God. I am the same that came 
unto mine b  own, and mine own re-
ceived me not. I am the c light which 
shineth in d  darkness, and the dark-
ness comprehendeth it not.
22 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

you desire a further witness, cast 
your mind upon the night that you 
cried unto me in your heart, that 
you might a  know concerning the 
truth of these things.
23 Did I not speak a  peace to your 

mind concerning the matter? What 
greater b  witness can you have than 
from God?
24 And now, behold, you have 

received a a  witness; for if I have 
b  told you things which no man 
knoweth have you not received a  
witness?
25 And, behold, I grant unto you a 

gift, if you desire of me, to a translate, 
even as my servant Joseph.
26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

that there are a  records which con-
tain much of my gospel, which 
have been kept back because of the 
b  wickedness of the people;
27 And now I command you, that 

if you have good desires—a desire 
to lay up a  treasures for yourself in  

 14 a TG Guidance, Divine.
 15 a TG Mind.
  b Eph. 1:18.  

TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

  c TG God, Spirit of.
 16 a 2 Sam. 7:20;  

1 Chr. 28:9;  
Ps. 139:2;  
Matt. 12:25;  
Heb. 4:12;  
Mosiah 24:12;  
Morm. 6:22;  
D&C 15:3.  
TG God, Omniscience of.

  b TG Motivations;  
Sincere.

  c 1 Kgs. 8:39.
 17 a D&C 18:2.
 18 a TG Diligence;  

Loyalty.
  b D&C 124:95.

 19 a TG Teachable.
  b See Topical Guide entry 

on each of the qualities 
listed here.

 20 a D&C 11:26; 84:85.  
TG Treasure.

  b TG Diligence.
  c John 15:12 (12–15).  

TG God, Love of.
 21 a TG Jesus Christ, Divine 

Sonship.
  b John 1:11;  

Acts 3:17 (14–17);  
3 Ne. 9:16.  
TG Prophets,  
Rejection of.

  c John 1:5;  
D&C 10:58.  
TG Jesus Christ, Light of 
the World;  
Light [noun];  
Light of Christ.

  d TG Darkness, Spiritual.
 22 a TG Discernment, 

Spiritual;  
God, Access to.

 23 a Gen. 41:16.  
TG Contentment;  
Peace; Peace of God.

  b Rom. 2:15 (14–15);  
1 Jn. 5:9.

 24 a D&C 18:2.
  b TG God, Omniscience of.
 25 a Mosiah 8:13;  

D&C 5:4 (4, 30–31);  
9:2 (1–3, 5, 10).

 26 a D&C 8:1; 9:2.  
TG Record Keeping;  
Scriptures,  
Writing of;  
Scriptures to Come 
Forth.

  b TG Wickedness.
 27 a TG Treasure.

13 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:28–37

heaven—then shall you assist in 
bringing to light, with your gift, 
those parts of my b  scriptures which 
have been hidden because of in-
iquity.
28 And now, behold, I give unto 

you, and also unto my servant Jo-
seph, the a  keys of this gift, which 
shall bring to light this ministry; 
and in the mouth of two or three 
b  witnesses shall every word be es-
tablished.
29 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

they a reject my words, and this part 
of my gospel and ministry, blessed 
are ye, for they can do no more unto 
you than unto me.
30 And even if they a  do unto you 

even as they have done unto me, 
blessed are ye, for you shall b  dwell 
with me in c  glory.
31 But if they a reject not my words, 

which shall be established by the 
b  testimony which shall be given, 
blessed are they, and then shall ye 
have joy in the fruit of your labors.
32 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

as I said unto my disciples, where 
two or three are gathered together 
in my name, as a  touching b  one 
thing, behold, there will I be in the 
c  midst of them—even so am I in  
the d  midst of you.
33 a  Fear not to do b  good, my sons, 

for whatsoever ye c  sow, that shall 
ye also reap; therefore, if ye sow 
d  good ye shall also reap good for 
your e  reward.
34 Therefore, fear not, little a flock; 

do good; let earth and hell combine 
against you, for if ye are b built upon 
my rock, they cannot prevail.
35 Behold, I do not condemn you; 

go your ways and a  sin no more; per-
form with soberness the work which 
I have commanded you.
36 a Look unto me in every b thought; 

c  doubt not, fear not.
37 a  Behold the wounds which 

pierced my side, and also the prints 
of the b nails in my hands and feet; be 
faithful, keep my commandments, 
and ye shall c  inherit the d  kingdom 
of heaven. Amen.

 27 b D&C 35:20.
 28 a D&C 7:7.
  b Deut. 19:15;  

2 Cor. 13:1.
 29 a John 15:20.
 30 a D&C 5:22;  

135:1 (1–7).  
TG Martyrdom.

  b Rev. 3:21.
  c TG Glory.
 31 a 3 Ne. 16:10 (10–14);  

D&C 20:15 (8–15).
  b TG Testimony.
 32 a Matt. 18:19 (19–20);  

D&C 29:6; 84:1.
  b TG Unity.
  c D&C 32:3; 38:7.
  d D&C 29:5; 88:63 (62–63).

 33 a TG Courage;  
Fearful.

  b TG Good Works.
  c Job 34:11;  

Ps. 7:16;  
Hosea 8:7;  
Gal. 6:7–8;  
Mosiah 7:30;  
Alma 9:28;  
D&C 1:10.  
TG Harvest.

  d TG Benevolence.
  e TG Reward.
 34 a TG Church;  

Sheep.
  b Ps. 71:3;  

Matt. 7:24 (24–25);  
Hel. 5:12;  

D&C 10:69; 11:16 (16, 24); 
18:4 (4, 17); 33:13;  
Moses 7:53.  
TG Rock.

 35 a John 8:11.
 36 a Isa. 45:22;  

D&C 43:34.
  b TG Motivations.
  c TG Doubt.
 37 a TG Jesus Christ, 

Appearances, 
Postmortal.

  b TG Jesus Christ, 
Crucifixion of.

  c Matt. 5:10 (3, 10).
  d TG Kingdom of God,  

in Heaven.

SECTION 7
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, at 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829, when they inquired through the 
Urim and Thummim as to whether John, the beloved disciple, tarried 
in the flesh or had died. The revelation is a translated version of the 
record made on parchment by John and hidden up by himself.
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12DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:15–27

blessed art thou for what thou hast 
done; for thou hast a  inquired of 
me, and behold, as often as thou 
hast inquired thou hast received 
instruction of my Spirit. If it had 
not been so, thou wouldst not have 
come to the place where thou art at  
this time.
15 Behold, thou knowest that thou 

hast inquired of me and I did en-
lighten thy a  mind; and now I tell 
thee these things that thou mayest 
know that thou hast been b  enlight-
ened by the c  Spirit of truth;
16 Yea, I tell thee, that thou mayest 

know that there is none else save 
God that a knowest thy thoughts and 
the b  intents of thy c  heart.
17 I tell thee these things as a 

witness unto thee—that the words 
or the work which thou hast been 
writing are a  true.
18 Therefore be diligent; a stand by 

my b  servant Joseph, faithfully, in 
whatsoever difficult circumstances 
he may be for the word’s sake.
19 Admonish him in his faults, and  

also a receive admonition of him. b Be 
patient; be sober; be temperate; have 
patience, faith, hope and charity.
20 Behold, thou art Oliver, and 

I have spoken unto thee because 
of thy desires; therefore a  treasure 
up these words in thy heart. Be 
faithful and b  diligent in keeping 

the commandments of God, and 
I will encircle thee in the arms of  
my c  love.
21 Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the 

a Son of God. I am the same that came 
unto mine b  own, and mine own re-
ceived me not. I am the c light which 
shineth in d  darkness, and the dark-
ness comprehendeth it not.
22 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

you desire a further witness, cast 
your mind upon the night that you 
cried unto me in your heart, that 
you might a  know concerning the 
truth of these things.
23 Did I not speak a  peace to your 

mind concerning the matter? What 
greater b  witness can you have than 
from God?
24 And now, behold, you have 

received a a  witness; for if I have 
b  told you things which no man 
knoweth have you not received a  
witness?
25 And, behold, I grant unto you a 

gift, if you desire of me, to a translate, 
even as my servant Joseph.
26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

that there are a  records which con-
tain much of my gospel, which 
have been kept back because of the 
b  wickedness of the people;
27 And now I command you, that 

if you have good desires—a desire 
to lay up a  treasures for yourself in  

 14 a TG Guidance, Divine.
 15 a TG Mind.
  b Eph. 1:18.  

TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

  c TG God, Spirit of.
 16 a 2 Sam. 7:20;  

1 Chr. 28:9;  
Ps. 139:2;  
Matt. 12:25;  
Heb. 4:12;  
Mosiah 24:12;  
Morm. 6:22;  
D&C 15:3.  
TG God, Omniscience of.

  b TG Motivations;  
Sincere.

  c 1 Kgs. 8:39.
 17 a D&C 18:2.
 18 a TG Diligence;  

Loyalty.
  b D&C 124:95.

 19 a TG Teachable.
  b See Topical Guide entry 

on each of the qualities 
listed here.

 20 a D&C 11:26; 84:85.  
TG Treasure.

  b TG Diligence.
  c John 15:12 (12–15).  

TG God, Love of.
 21 a TG Jesus Christ, Divine 

Sonship.
  b John 1:11;  

Acts 3:17 (14–17);  
3 Ne. 9:16.  
TG Prophets,  
Rejection of.

  c John 1:5;  
D&C 10:58.  
TG Jesus Christ, Light of 
the World;  
Light [noun];  
Light of Christ.

  d TG Darkness, Spiritual.
 22 a TG Discernment, 

Spiritual;  
God, Access to.

 23 a Gen. 41:16.  
TG Contentment;  
Peace; Peace of God.

  b Rom. 2:15 (14–15);  
1 Jn. 5:9.

 24 a D&C 18:2.
  b TG God, Omniscience of.
 25 a Mosiah 8:13;  

D&C 5:4 (4, 30–31);  
9:2 (1–3, 5, 10).

 26 a D&C 8:1; 9:2.  
TG Record Keeping;  
Scriptures,  
Writing of;  
Scriptures to Come 
Forth.

  b TG Wickedness.
 27 a TG Treasure.

13 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:28–37

heaven—then shall you assist in 
bringing to light, with your gift, 
those parts of my b  scriptures which 
have been hidden because of in-
iquity.
28 And now, behold, I give unto 

you, and also unto my servant Jo-
seph, the a  keys of this gift, which 
shall bring to light this ministry; 
and in the mouth of two or three 
b  witnesses shall every word be es-
tablished.
29 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

they a reject my words, and this part 
of my gospel and ministry, blessed 
are ye, for they can do no more unto 
you than unto me.
30 And even if they a  do unto you 

even as they have done unto me, 
blessed are ye, for you shall b  dwell 
with me in c  glory.
31 But if they a reject not my words, 

which shall be established by the 
b  testimony which shall be given, 
blessed are they, and then shall ye 
have joy in the fruit of your labors.
32 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

as I said unto my disciples, where 
two or three are gathered together 
in my name, as a  touching b  one 
thing, behold, there will I be in the 
c  midst of them—even so am I in  
the d  midst of you.
33 a  Fear not to do b  good, my sons, 

for whatsoever ye c  sow, that shall 
ye also reap; therefore, if ye sow 
d  good ye shall also reap good for 
your e  reward.
34 Therefore, fear not, little a flock; 

do good; let earth and hell combine 
against you, for if ye are b built upon 
my rock, they cannot prevail.
35 Behold, I do not condemn you; 

go your ways and a  sin no more; per-
form with soberness the work which 
I have commanded you.
36 a Look unto me in every b thought; 

c  doubt not, fear not.
37 a  Behold the wounds which 

pierced my side, and also the prints 
of the b nails in my hands and feet; be 
faithful, keep my commandments, 
and ye shall c  inherit the d  kingdom 
of heaven. Amen.

 27 b D&C 35:20.
 28 a D&C 7:7.
  b Deut. 19:15;  

2 Cor. 13:1.
 29 a John 15:20.
 30 a D&C 5:22;  

135:1 (1–7).  
TG Martyrdom.

  b Rev. 3:21.
  c TG Glory.
 31 a 3 Ne. 16:10 (10–14);  

D&C 20:15 (8–15).
  b TG Testimony.
 32 a Matt. 18:19 (19–20);  

D&C 29:6; 84:1.
  b TG Unity.
  c D&C 32:3; 38:7.
  d D&C 29:5; 88:63 (62–63).

 33 a TG Courage;  
Fearful.

  b TG Good Works.
  c Job 34:11;  

Ps. 7:16;  
Hosea 8:7;  
Gal. 6:7–8;  
Mosiah 7:30;  
Alma 9:28;  
D&C 1:10.  
TG Harvest.

  d TG Benevolence.
  e TG Reward.
 34 a TG Church;  

Sheep.
  b Ps. 71:3;  

Matt. 7:24 (24–25);  
Hel. 5:12;  

D&C 10:69; 11:16 (16, 24); 
18:4 (4, 17); 33:13;  
Moses 7:53.  
TG Rock.

 35 a John 8:11.
 36 a Isa. 45:22;  

D&C 43:34.
  b TG Motivations.
  c TG Doubt.
 37 a TG Jesus Christ, 

Appearances, 
Postmortal.

  b TG Jesus Christ, 
Crucifixion of.

  c Matt. 5:10 (3, 10).
  d TG Kingdom of God,  

in Heaven.

SECTION 7
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, at 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829, when they inquired through the 
Urim and Thummim as to whether John, the beloved disciple, tarried 
in the flesh or had died. The revelation is a translated version of the 
record made on parchment by John and hidden up by himself.



CHAPTER 4

“After we had received this revelation [D&C 6], Oliver Cowdery stated to me that 
after he had gone to my father’s to board, and after the family had communicated 
to him concerning my having obtained the plates, that one night after he had 
retired to bed he called upon the Lord to know if these things were so, and the Lord 
manifested to him that they were true, but he had kept the circumstance entirely 
secret, and had mentioned it to no one; so that after this revelation was given, he 
knew that the work was true, because no being living knew of the thing alluded to 
in the revelation, but God and himself”  

(History of the Church, 1:35).
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12DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:15–27

blessed art thou for what thou hast 
done; for thou hast a  inquired of 
me, and behold, as often as thou 
hast inquired thou hast received 
instruction of my Spirit. If it had 
not been so, thou wouldst not have 
come to the place where thou art at  
this time.
15 Behold, thou knowest that thou 

hast inquired of me and I did en-
lighten thy a  mind; and now I tell 
thee these things that thou mayest 
know that thou hast been b  enlight-
ened by the c  Spirit of truth;
16 Yea, I tell thee, that thou mayest 

know that there is none else save 
God that a knowest thy thoughts and 
the b  intents of thy c  heart.
17 I tell thee these things as a 

witness unto thee—that the words 
or the work which thou hast been 
writing are a  true.
18 Therefore be diligent; a stand by 

my b  servant Joseph, faithfully, in 
whatsoever difficult circumstances 
he may be for the word’s sake.
19 Admonish him in his faults, and  

also a receive admonition of him. b Be 
patient; be sober; be temperate; have 
patience, faith, hope and charity.
20 Behold, thou art Oliver, and 

I have spoken unto thee because 
of thy desires; therefore a  treasure 
up these words in thy heart. Be 
faithful and b  diligent in keeping 

the commandments of God, and 
I will encircle thee in the arms of  
my c  love.
21 Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the 

a Son of God. I am the same that came 
unto mine b  own, and mine own re-
ceived me not. I am the c light which 
shineth in d  darkness, and the dark-
ness comprehendeth it not.
22 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

you desire a further witness, cast 
your mind upon the night that you 
cried unto me in your heart, that 
you might a  know concerning the 
truth of these things.
23 Did I not speak a  peace to your 

mind concerning the matter? What 
greater b  witness can you have than 
from God?
24 And now, behold, you have 

received a a  witness; for if I have 
b  told you things which no man 
knoweth have you not received a  
witness?
25 And, behold, I grant unto you a 

gift, if you desire of me, to a translate, 
even as my servant Joseph.
26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

that there are a  records which con-
tain much of my gospel, which 
have been kept back because of the 
b  wickedness of the people;
27 And now I command you, that 

if you have good desires—a desire 
to lay up a  treasures for yourself in  

 14 a TG Guidance, Divine.
 15 a TG Mind.
  b Eph. 1:18.  

TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

  c TG God, Spirit of.
 16 a 2 Sam. 7:20;  

1 Chr. 28:9;  
Ps. 139:2;  
Matt. 12:25;  
Heb. 4:12;  
Mosiah 24:12;  
Morm. 6:22;  
D&C 15:3.  
TG God, Omniscience of.

  b TG Motivations;  
Sincere.

  c 1 Kgs. 8:39.
 17 a D&C 18:2.
 18 a TG Diligence;  

Loyalty.
  b D&C 124:95.

 19 a TG Teachable.
  b See Topical Guide entry 

on each of the qualities 
listed here.

 20 a D&C 11:26; 84:85.  
TG Treasure.

  b TG Diligence.
  c John 15:12 (12–15).  

TG God, Love of.
 21 a TG Jesus Christ, Divine 

Sonship.
  b John 1:11;  

Acts 3:17 (14–17);  
3 Ne. 9:16.  
TG Prophets,  
Rejection of.

  c John 1:5;  
D&C 10:58.  
TG Jesus Christ, Light of 
the World;  
Light [noun];  
Light of Christ.

  d TG Darkness, Spiritual.
 22 a TG Discernment, 

Spiritual;  
God, Access to.

 23 a Gen. 41:16.  
TG Contentment;  
Peace; Peace of God.

  b Rom. 2:15 (14–15);  
1 Jn. 5:9.

 24 a D&C 18:2.
  b TG God, Omniscience of.
 25 a Mosiah 8:13;  

D&C 5:4 (4, 30–31);  
9:2 (1–3, 5, 10).

 26 a D&C 8:1; 9:2.  
TG Record Keeping;  
Scriptures,  
Writing of;  
Scriptures to Come 
Forth.

  b TG Wickedness.
 27 a TG Treasure.

13 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:28–37

heaven—then shall you assist in 
bringing to light, with your gift, 
those parts of my b  scriptures which 
have been hidden because of in-
iquity.
28 And now, behold, I give unto 

you, and also unto my servant Jo-
seph, the a  keys of this gift, which 
shall bring to light this ministry; 
and in the mouth of two or three 
b  witnesses shall every word be es-
tablished.
29 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

they a reject my words, and this part 
of my gospel and ministry, blessed 
are ye, for they can do no more unto 
you than unto me.
30 And even if they a  do unto you 

even as they have done unto me, 
blessed are ye, for you shall b  dwell 
with me in c  glory.
31 But if they a reject not my words, 

which shall be established by the 
b  testimony which shall be given, 
blessed are they, and then shall ye 
have joy in the fruit of your labors.
32 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

as I said unto my disciples, where 
two or three are gathered together 
in my name, as a  touching b  one 
thing, behold, there will I be in the 
c  midst of them—even so am I in  
the d  midst of you.
33 a  Fear not to do b  good, my sons, 

for whatsoever ye c  sow, that shall 
ye also reap; therefore, if ye sow 
d  good ye shall also reap good for 
your e  reward.
34 Therefore, fear not, little a flock; 

do good; let earth and hell combine 
against you, for if ye are b built upon 
my rock, they cannot prevail.
35 Behold, I do not condemn you; 

go your ways and a  sin no more; per-
form with soberness the work which 
I have commanded you.
36 a Look unto me in every b thought; 

c  doubt not, fear not.
37 a  Behold the wounds which 

pierced my side, and also the prints 
of the b nails in my hands and feet; be 
faithful, keep my commandments, 
and ye shall c  inherit the d  kingdom 
of heaven. Amen.

 27 b D&C 35:20.
 28 a D&C 7:7.
  b Deut. 19:15;  

2 Cor. 13:1.
 29 a John 15:20.
 30 a D&C 5:22;  

135:1 (1–7).  
TG Martyrdom.

  b Rev. 3:21.
  c TG Glory.
 31 a 3 Ne. 16:10 (10–14);  

D&C 20:15 (8–15).
  b TG Testimony.
 32 a Matt. 18:19 (19–20);  

D&C 29:6; 84:1.
  b TG Unity.
  c D&C 32:3; 38:7.
  d D&C 29:5; 88:63 (62–63).

 33 a TG Courage;  
Fearful.

  b TG Good Works.
  c Job 34:11;  

Ps. 7:16;  
Hosea 8:7;  
Gal. 6:7–8;  
Mosiah 7:30;  
Alma 9:28;  
D&C 1:10.  
TG Harvest.

  d TG Benevolence.
  e TG Reward.
 34 a TG Church;  

Sheep.
  b Ps. 71:3;  

Matt. 7:24 (24–25);  
Hel. 5:12;  

D&C 10:69; 11:16 (16, 24); 
18:4 (4, 17); 33:13;  
Moses 7:53.  
TG Rock.

 35 a John 8:11.
 36 a Isa. 45:22;  

D&C 43:34.
  b TG Motivations.
  c TG Doubt.
 37 a TG Jesus Christ, 

Appearances, 
Postmortal.

  b TG Jesus Christ, 
Crucifixion of.

  c Matt. 5:10 (3, 10).
  d TG Kingdom of God,  

in Heaven.

SECTION 7
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, at 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829, when they inquired through the 
Urim and Thummim as to whether John, the beloved disciple, tarried 
in the flesh or had died. The revelation is a translated version of the 
record made on parchment by John and hidden up by himself.
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12DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:15–27

blessed art thou for what thou hast 
done; for thou hast a  inquired of 
me, and behold, as often as thou 
hast inquired thou hast received 
instruction of my Spirit. If it had 
not been so, thou wouldst not have 
come to the place where thou art at  
this time.
15 Behold, thou knowest that thou 

hast inquired of me and I did en-
lighten thy a  mind; and now I tell 
thee these things that thou mayest 
know that thou hast been b  enlight-
ened by the c  Spirit of truth;
16 Yea, I tell thee, that thou mayest 

know that there is none else save 
God that a knowest thy thoughts and 
the b  intents of thy c  heart.
17 I tell thee these things as a 

witness unto thee—that the words 
or the work which thou hast been 
writing are a  true.
18 Therefore be diligent; a stand by 

my b  servant Joseph, faithfully, in 
whatsoever difficult circumstances 
he may be for the word’s sake.
19 Admonish him in his faults, and  

also a receive admonition of him. b Be 
patient; be sober; be temperate; have 
patience, faith, hope and charity.
20 Behold, thou art Oliver, and 

I have spoken unto thee because 
of thy desires; therefore a  treasure 
up these words in thy heart. Be 
faithful and b  diligent in keeping 

the commandments of God, and 
I will encircle thee in the arms of  
my c  love.
21 Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the 

a Son of God. I am the same that came 
unto mine b  own, and mine own re-
ceived me not. I am the c light which 
shineth in d  darkness, and the dark-
ness comprehendeth it not.
22 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

you desire a further witness, cast 
your mind upon the night that you 
cried unto me in your heart, that 
you might a  know concerning the 
truth of these things.
23 Did I not speak a  peace to your 

mind concerning the matter? What 
greater b  witness can you have than 
from God?
24 And now, behold, you have 

received a a  witness; for if I have 
b  told you things which no man 
knoweth have you not received a  
witness?
25 And, behold, I grant unto you a 

gift, if you desire of me, to a translate, 
even as my servant Joseph.
26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

that there are a  records which con-
tain much of my gospel, which 
have been kept back because of the 
b  wickedness of the people;
27 And now I command you, that 

if you have good desires—a desire 
to lay up a  treasures for yourself in  

 14 a TG Guidance, Divine.
 15 a TG Mind.
  b Eph. 1:18.  

TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

  c TG God, Spirit of.
 16 a 2 Sam. 7:20;  

1 Chr. 28:9;  
Ps. 139:2;  
Matt. 12:25;  
Heb. 4:12;  
Mosiah 24:12;  
Morm. 6:22;  
D&C 15:3.  
TG God, Omniscience of.

  b TG Motivations;  
Sincere.

  c 1 Kgs. 8:39.
 17 a D&C 18:2.
 18 a TG Diligence;  

Loyalty.
  b D&C 124:95.

 19 a TG Teachable.
  b See Topical Guide entry 

on each of the qualities 
listed here.

 20 a D&C 11:26; 84:85.  
TG Treasure.

  b TG Diligence.
  c John 15:12 (12–15).  

TG God, Love of.
 21 a TG Jesus Christ, Divine 

Sonship.
  b John 1:11;  

Acts 3:17 (14–17);  
3 Ne. 9:16.  
TG Prophets,  
Rejection of.

  c John 1:5;  
D&C 10:58.  
TG Jesus Christ, Light of 
the World;  
Light [noun];  
Light of Christ.

  d TG Darkness, Spiritual.
 22 a TG Discernment, 

Spiritual;  
God, Access to.

 23 a Gen. 41:16.  
TG Contentment;  
Peace; Peace of God.

  b Rom. 2:15 (14–15);  
1 Jn. 5:9.

 24 a D&C 18:2.
  b TG God, Omniscience of.
 25 a Mosiah 8:13;  

D&C 5:4 (4, 30–31);  
9:2 (1–3, 5, 10).

 26 a D&C 8:1; 9:2.  
TG Record Keeping;  
Scriptures,  
Writing of;  
Scriptures to Come 
Forth.

  b TG Wickedness.
 27 a TG Treasure.

13 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:28–37

heaven—then shall you assist in 
bringing to light, with your gift, 
those parts of my b  scriptures which 
have been hidden because of in-
iquity.
28 And now, behold, I give unto 

you, and also unto my servant Jo-
seph, the a  keys of this gift, which 
shall bring to light this ministry; 
and in the mouth of two or three 
b  witnesses shall every word be es-
tablished.
29 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

they a reject my words, and this part 
of my gospel and ministry, blessed 
are ye, for they can do no more unto 
you than unto me.
30 And even if they a  do unto you 

even as they have done unto me, 
blessed are ye, for you shall b  dwell 
with me in c  glory.
31 But if they a reject not my words, 

which shall be established by the 
b  testimony which shall be given, 
blessed are they, and then shall ye 
have joy in the fruit of your labors.
32 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

as I said unto my disciples, where 
two or three are gathered together 
in my name, as a  touching b  one 
thing, behold, there will I be in the 
c  midst of them—even so am I in  
the d  midst of you.
33 a  Fear not to do b  good, my sons, 

for whatsoever ye c  sow, that shall 
ye also reap; therefore, if ye sow 
d  good ye shall also reap good for 
your e  reward.
34 Therefore, fear not, little a flock; 

do good; let earth and hell combine 
against you, for if ye are b built upon 
my rock, they cannot prevail.
35 Behold, I do not condemn you; 

go your ways and a  sin no more; per-
form with soberness the work which 
I have commanded you.
36 a Look unto me in every b thought; 

c  doubt not, fear not.
37 a  Behold the wounds which 

pierced my side, and also the prints 
of the b nails in my hands and feet; be 
faithful, keep my commandments, 
and ye shall c  inherit the d  kingdom 
of heaven. Amen.

 27 b D&C 35:20.
 28 a D&C 7:7.
  b Deut. 19:15;  

2 Cor. 13:1.
 29 a John 15:20.
 30 a D&C 5:22;  

135:1 (1–7).  
TG Martyrdom.

  b Rev. 3:21.
  c TG Glory.
 31 a 3 Ne. 16:10 (10–14);  

D&C 20:15 (8–15).
  b TG Testimony.
 32 a Matt. 18:19 (19–20);  

D&C 29:6; 84:1.
  b TG Unity.
  c D&C 32:3; 38:7.
  d D&C 29:5; 88:63 (62–63).

 33 a TG Courage;  
Fearful.

  b TG Good Works.
  c Job 34:11;  

Ps. 7:16;  
Hosea 8:7;  
Gal. 6:7–8;  
Mosiah 7:30;  
Alma 9:28;  
D&C 1:10.  
TG Harvest.

  d TG Benevolence.
  e TG Reward.
 34 a TG Church;  

Sheep.
  b Ps. 71:3;  

Matt. 7:24 (24–25);  
Hel. 5:12;  

D&C 10:69; 11:16 (16, 24); 
18:4 (4, 17); 33:13;  
Moses 7:53.  
TG Rock.

 35 a John 8:11.
 36 a Isa. 45:22;  

D&C 43:34.
  b TG Motivations.
  c TG Doubt.
 37 a TG Jesus Christ, 

Appearances, 
Postmortal.

  b TG Jesus Christ, 
Crucifixion of.

  c Matt. 5:10 (3, 10).
  d TG Kingdom of God,  

in Heaven.

SECTION 7
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, at 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829, when they inquired through the 
Urim and Thummim as to whether John, the beloved disciple, tarried 
in the flesh or had died. The revelation is a translated version of the 
record made on parchment by John and hidden up by himself.
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12DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:15–27

blessed art thou for what thou hast 
done; for thou hast a  inquired of 
me, and behold, as often as thou 
hast inquired thou hast received 
instruction of my Spirit. If it had 
not been so, thou wouldst not have 
come to the place where thou art at  
this time.
15 Behold, thou knowest that thou 

hast inquired of me and I did en-
lighten thy a  mind; and now I tell 
thee these things that thou mayest 
know that thou hast been b  enlight-
ened by the c  Spirit of truth;
16 Yea, I tell thee, that thou mayest 

know that there is none else save 
God that a knowest thy thoughts and 
the b  intents of thy c  heart.
17 I tell thee these things as a 

witness unto thee—that the words 
or the work which thou hast been 
writing are a  true.
18 Therefore be diligent; a stand by 

my b  servant Joseph, faithfully, in 
whatsoever difficult circumstances 
he may be for the word’s sake.
19 Admonish him in his faults, and  

also a receive admonition of him. b Be 
patient; be sober; be temperate; have 
patience, faith, hope and charity.
20 Behold, thou art Oliver, and 

I have spoken unto thee because 
of thy desires; therefore a  treasure 
up these words in thy heart. Be 
faithful and b  diligent in keeping 

the commandments of God, and 
I will encircle thee in the arms of  
my c  love.
21 Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the 

a Son of God. I am the same that came 
unto mine b  own, and mine own re-
ceived me not. I am the c light which 
shineth in d  darkness, and the dark-
ness comprehendeth it not.
22 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

you desire a further witness, cast 
your mind upon the night that you 
cried unto me in your heart, that 
you might a  know concerning the 
truth of these things.
23 Did I not speak a  peace to your 

mind concerning the matter? What 
greater b  witness can you have than 
from God?
24 And now, behold, you have 

received a a  witness; for if I have 
b  told you things which no man 
knoweth have you not received a  
witness?
25 And, behold, I grant unto you a 

gift, if you desire of me, to a translate, 
even as my servant Joseph.
26 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

that there are a  records which con-
tain much of my gospel, which 
have been kept back because of the 
b  wickedness of the people;
27 And now I command you, that 

if you have good desires—a desire 
to lay up a  treasures for yourself in  

 14 a TG Guidance, Divine.
 15 a TG Mind.
  b Eph. 1:18.  

TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

  c TG God, Spirit of.
 16 a 2 Sam. 7:20;  

1 Chr. 28:9;  
Ps. 139:2;  
Matt. 12:25;  
Heb. 4:12;  
Mosiah 24:12;  
Morm. 6:22;  
D&C 15:3.  
TG God, Omniscience of.

  b TG Motivations;  
Sincere.

  c 1 Kgs. 8:39.
 17 a D&C 18:2.
 18 a TG Diligence;  

Loyalty.
  b D&C 124:95.

 19 a TG Teachable.
  b See Topical Guide entry 

on each of the qualities 
listed here.

 20 a D&C 11:26; 84:85.  
TG Treasure.

  b TG Diligence.
  c John 15:12 (12–15).  

TG God, Love of.
 21 a TG Jesus Christ, Divine 

Sonship.
  b John 1:11;  

Acts 3:17 (14–17);  
3 Ne. 9:16.  
TG Prophets,  
Rejection of.

  c John 1:5;  
D&C 10:58.  
TG Jesus Christ, Light of 
the World;  
Light [noun];  
Light of Christ.

  d TG Darkness, Spiritual.
 22 a TG Discernment, 

Spiritual;  
God, Access to.

 23 a Gen. 41:16.  
TG Contentment;  
Peace; Peace of God.

  b Rom. 2:15 (14–15);  
1 Jn. 5:9.

 24 a D&C 18:2.
  b TG God, Omniscience of.
 25 a Mosiah 8:13;  

D&C 5:4 (4, 30–31);  
9:2 (1–3, 5, 10).

 26 a D&C 8:1; 9:2.  
TG Record Keeping;  
Scriptures,  
Writing of;  
Scriptures to Come 
Forth.

  b TG Wickedness.
 27 a TG Treasure.

13 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 6:28–37

heaven—then shall you assist in 
bringing to light, with your gift, 
those parts of my b  scriptures which 
have been hidden because of in-
iquity.
28 And now, behold, I give unto 

you, and also unto my servant Jo-
seph, the a  keys of this gift, which 
shall bring to light this ministry; 
and in the mouth of two or three 
b  witnesses shall every word be es-
tablished.
29 Verily, verily, I say unto you, if 

they a reject my words, and this part 
of my gospel and ministry, blessed 
are ye, for they can do no more unto 
you than unto me.
30 And even if they a  do unto you 

even as they have done unto me, 
blessed are ye, for you shall b  dwell 
with me in c  glory.
31 But if they a reject not my words, 

which shall be established by the 
b  testimony which shall be given, 
blessed are they, and then shall ye 
have joy in the fruit of your labors.
32 Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

as I said unto my disciples, where 
two or three are gathered together 
in my name, as a  touching b  one 
thing, behold, there will I be in the 
c  midst of them—even so am I in  
the d  midst of you.
33 a  Fear not to do b  good, my sons, 

for whatsoever ye c  sow, that shall 
ye also reap; therefore, if ye sow 
d  good ye shall also reap good for 
your e  reward.
34 Therefore, fear not, little a flock; 

do good; let earth and hell combine 
against you, for if ye are b built upon 
my rock, they cannot prevail.
35 Behold, I do not condemn you; 

go your ways and a  sin no more; per-
form with soberness the work which 
I have commanded you.
36 a Look unto me in every b thought; 

c  doubt not, fear not.
37 a  Behold the wounds which 

pierced my side, and also the prints 
of the b nails in my hands and feet; be 
faithful, keep my commandments, 
and ye shall c  inherit the d  kingdom 
of heaven. Amen.

 27 b D&C 35:20.
 28 a D&C 7:7.
  b Deut. 19:15;  

2 Cor. 13:1.
 29 a John 15:20.
 30 a D&C 5:22;  

135:1 (1–7).  
TG Martyrdom.

  b Rev. 3:21.
  c TG Glory.
 31 a 3 Ne. 16:10 (10–14);  

D&C 20:15 (8–15).
  b TG Testimony.
 32 a Matt. 18:19 (19–20);  

D&C 29:6; 84:1.
  b TG Unity.
  c D&C 32:3; 38:7.
  d D&C 29:5; 88:63 (62–63).

 33 a TG Courage;  
Fearful.

  b TG Good Works.
  c Job 34:11;  

Ps. 7:16;  
Hosea 8:7;  
Gal. 6:7–8;  
Mosiah 7:30;  
Alma 9:28;  
D&C 1:10.  
TG Harvest.

  d TG Benevolence.
  e TG Reward.
 34 a TG Church;  

Sheep.
  b Ps. 71:3;  

Matt. 7:24 (24–25);  
Hel. 5:12;  

D&C 10:69; 11:16 (16, 24); 
18:4 (4, 17); 33:13;  
Moses 7:53.  
TG Rock.

 35 a John 8:11.
 36 a Isa. 45:22;  

D&C 43:34.
  b TG Motivations.
  c TG Doubt.
 37 a TG Jesus Christ, 

Appearances, 
Postmortal.

  b TG Jesus Christ, 
Crucifixion of.

  c Matt. 5:10 (3, 10).
  d TG Kingdom of God,  

in Heaven.

SECTION 7
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery, at 
Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829, when they inquired through the 
Urim and Thummim as to whether John, the beloved disciple, tarried 
in the flesh or had died. The revelation is a translated version of the 
record made on parchment by John and hidden up by himself.



CHAPTER 4

The issue has been debated for centuries among 
the various Christian denominations, with some 
scholars saying that he indeed died and was 
buried at Ephesus, while others believe he still 
walks the earth. A third school of thought states 
that even though he was buried at Ephesus, he is 
not really dead but simply sleeps in the grave until 
the Second Coming of the Savior.  

(See Sidney B. Sperry, Doctrine and Covenants Compendium., pp. 
66–67.)



CHAPTER 4

Then, as JS and Cowdery continued the Book of Mormon translation, a 
“difference of opinion” arose between them regarding a question left 
unanswered in the New Testament: whether “John the Apostle … died, or 
whether he continued” on earth until the second coming of Christ. The 
source of this disagreement was the final chapter of the Gospel of John, 
in which Jesus prophesied of the apostle Peter’s death. When Peter 
asked what would happen to his fellow apostle John, Jesus responded, 
“If I will that he should tarry till I come, what is that to thee?” Questions 
about the fate of John were common in JS’s time. For example, Adam 
Clarke, a noted Bible commentator, wrote, “For nearly eighteen hundred 
years, the greatest men in the world have been puzzled with this passage 
[John 21:22].” JS and Cowdery’s discussion of this issue possibly arose 
when they encountered a passage in the translation of the plates 
describing the biblical prophet Moses and the Book of Mormon prophet 



CHAPTER 4

source of this disagreement was the final chapter of the Gospel of John, 
in which Jesus prophesied of the apostle Peter’s death. When Peter 
asked what would happen to his fellow apostle John, Jesus responded, 
“If I will that he should tarry till I come, what is that to thee?” Questions 
about the fate of John were common in JS’s time. For example, Adam 
Clarke, a noted Bible commentator, wrote, “For nearly eighteen hundred 
years, the greatest men in the world have been puzzled with this passage 
[John 21:22].” JS and Cowdery’s discussion of this issue possibly arose 
when they encountered a passage in the translation of the plates 
describing the biblical prophet Moses and the Book of Mormon prophet 
Alma as having been “taken up by the spirit, or buried by the hand of the 
Lord.” 

JS’s history reports that he and Cowdery “mutually agreed to settle it 
[their question] by the Urim and Thummin, and the following is the word 
which we received.” As noted, this revelation was said to be “translated 
from parchment, written and hid up” by John himself, and the text begins 
in the first person, with John stating, “And the Lord said unto me,” 
followed by an account in which Jesus declares the respective fates of 
John and Peter.
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1–3, John the Beloved will live until 
the Lord comes; 4–8, Peter, James, 
and John hold gospel keys.

AND the Lord said unto me: a  John, 
my beloved, what b  desirest thou? 
For if you shall ask what you will, 
it shall be granted unto you.
2 And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me a  power over b  death, that I 
may live and bring souls unto thee.
3 And the Lord said unto me: Ver-

ily, verily, I say unto thee, because 
thou desirest this thou shalt a  tarry 
until I come in my b  glory, and shalt 
c prophesy before nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people.
4 And for this cause the Lord said 

unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? For he 
desired of me that he might bring 
a  souls unto me, but thou desiredst 

that thou mightest speedily come 
unto me in my b  kingdom.
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was 

a good desire; but my beloved has 
desired that he might do more, or a 
greater a  work yet among men than 
what he has before done.
6 Yea, he has undertaken a greater 

work; therefore I will make him 
as flaming fire and a a  ministering 
angel; he shall minister for those 
who shall be b heirs of salvation who 
dwell on the earth.
7 And I will make thee to minister 

for him and for thy brother James; 
and unto you three I will a  give this 
power and the b  keys of this minis-
try until I come.
8 Verily I say unto you, ye shall 

both have according to your desires, 
for ye both a  joy in that which ye 
have desired.

7 1 a John 19:26 (26–27);  
20:2 (2–9).

  b 2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
3 Ne. 28:1 (1–12).

 2 a TG Death, Power over.
  b Luke 9:27.
 3 a John 21:22 (20–25).  

TG Translated Beings.
  b TG Glory;  

Jesus Christ, Glory of; 
Jesus Christ, Second 
Coming.

  c Rev. 10:11.

 4 a TG Conversion;  
Worth of Souls.

  b TG Kingdom of God, in 
Heaven.

 5 a Philip. 1:24 (23–24);  
3 Ne. 28:9 (1–12).

 6 a Heb. 1:14;  
D&C 43:25; 130:5.

  b D&C 76:88.
 7 a Matt. 16:19.
  b Acts 15:7;  

D&C 6:28;  
JS—H 1:72.  

TG Priesthood, Keys of.
 8 a TG Joy.
8 1 a JS—H 1:66.
  b Dan. 5:16;  

Mosiah 8:13 (13–18);  
D&C 6:25; 9:5 (1–5).  
TG Testimony.

  c Isa. 58:9 (8–9).
  d TG Prayer;  

Sincere.
  e TG Knowledge.
  f D&C 6:26; 9:2.

SECTION 8
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, Oliver, who continued to serve as scribe, 
writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be endowed with the gift 
of translation. The Lord responded to his supplication by granting  
this revelation.
1–5, Revelation comes by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; 6–12, Knowledge of 
the mysteries of God and the power to 
translate ancient records come by faith.
a  OLIVER Cowdery, verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that assuredly as 
the Lord liveth, who is your God 

and your Redeemer, even so surely 
shall you receive a b  knowledge of 
whatsoever things you shall c  ask 
in faith, with an d  honest heart, 
believing that you shall receive 
a e  knowledge concerning the en-
gravings of old f  records, which are 
ancient, which contain those parts  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.



CHAPTER 4

Five of the books of the Bible were written by 
John: the Gospel of John, three epistles, and the 
book of Revelation. The world’s most widely 
distributed book is the Bible, portions of which 
have been translated into 2,233 languages as of 
2000. It has been estimated that between 1815 
and 1999 some 3.88 billion Bibles were printed 
(see Guinness World Records 2000, p. 138). 
Certainly John’s written prophecy has gone forth 
among the nations.
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1–3, John the Beloved will live until 
the Lord comes; 4–8, Peter, James, 
and John hold gospel keys.

AND the Lord said unto me: a  John, 
my beloved, what b  desirest thou? 
For if you shall ask what you will, 
it shall be granted unto you.
2 And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me a  power over b  death, that I 
may live and bring souls unto thee.
3 And the Lord said unto me: Ver-

ily, verily, I say unto thee, because 
thou desirest this thou shalt a  tarry 
until I come in my b  glory, and shalt 
c prophesy before nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people.
4 And for this cause the Lord said 

unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? For he 
desired of me that he might bring 
a  souls unto me, but thou desiredst 

that thou mightest speedily come 
unto me in my b  kingdom.
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was 

a good desire; but my beloved has 
desired that he might do more, or a 
greater a  work yet among men than 
what he has before done.
6 Yea, he has undertaken a greater 

work; therefore I will make him 
as flaming fire and a a  ministering 
angel; he shall minister for those 
who shall be b heirs of salvation who 
dwell on the earth.
7 And I will make thee to minister 

for him and for thy brother James; 
and unto you three I will a  give this 
power and the b  keys of this minis-
try until I come.
8 Verily I say unto you, ye shall 

both have according to your desires, 
for ye both a  joy in that which ye 
have desired.

7 1 a John 19:26 (26–27);  
20:2 (2–9).

  b 2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
3 Ne. 28:1 (1–12).

 2 a TG Death, Power over.
  b Luke 9:27.
 3 a John 21:22 (20–25).  

TG Translated Beings.
  b TG Glory;  

Jesus Christ, Glory of; 
Jesus Christ, Second 
Coming.

  c Rev. 10:11.

 4 a TG Conversion;  
Worth of Souls.

  b TG Kingdom of God, in 
Heaven.

 5 a Philip. 1:24 (23–24);  
3 Ne. 28:9 (1–12).

 6 a Heb. 1:14;  
D&C 43:25; 130:5.

  b D&C 76:88.
 7 a Matt. 16:19.
  b Acts 15:7;  

D&C 6:28;  
JS—H 1:72.  

TG Priesthood, Keys of.
 8 a TG Joy.
8 1 a JS—H 1:66.
  b Dan. 5:16;  

Mosiah 8:13 (13–18);  
D&C 6:25; 9:5 (1–5).  
TG Testimony.

  c Isa. 58:9 (8–9).
  d TG Prayer;  

Sincere.
  e TG Knowledge.
  f D&C 6:26; 9:2.

SECTION 8
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, Oliver, who continued to serve as scribe, 
writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be endowed with the gift 
of translation. The Lord responded to his supplication by granting  
this revelation.
1–5, Revelation comes by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; 6–12, Knowledge of 
the mysteries of God and the power to 
translate ancient records come by faith.
a  OLIVER Cowdery, verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that assuredly as 
the Lord liveth, who is your God 

and your Redeemer, even so surely 
shall you receive a b  knowledge of 
whatsoever things you shall c  ask 
in faith, with an d  honest heart, 
believing that you shall receive 
a e  knowledge concerning the en-
gravings of old f  records, which are 
ancient, which contain those parts  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.

“The keys of the ministry which John says (Sec. 
7:7) were given to Peter, James and himself, 
constituted the authority of Presidency of the 
Church in their dispensation. (See D.H.C., Vol. 
3:387; Matt. 17:1–9; D. & C. 81:1–2.) These keys 
were given at the transfiguration to these three 
Apostles, and they in turn gave them to Joseph 
Smith and Oliver Cowdery in this dispensation. 
(D. & C. 27:12–13; 128:20.)”  

(Joseph Fielding Smith, Church History and 
Modern Revelation, 1:49.)
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1–3, John the Beloved will live until 
the Lord comes; 4–8, Peter, James, 
and John hold gospel keys.

AND the Lord said unto me: a  John, 
my beloved, what b  desirest thou? 
For if you shall ask what you will, 
it shall be granted unto you.
2 And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me a  power over b  death, that I 
may live and bring souls unto thee.
3 And the Lord said unto me: Ver-

ily, verily, I say unto thee, because 
thou desirest this thou shalt a  tarry 
until I come in my b  glory, and shalt 
c prophesy before nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people.
4 And for this cause the Lord said 

unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? For he 
desired of me that he might bring 
a  souls unto me, but thou desiredst 

that thou mightest speedily come 
unto me in my b  kingdom.
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was 

a good desire; but my beloved has 
desired that he might do more, or a 
greater a  work yet among men than 
what he has before done.
6 Yea, he has undertaken a greater 

work; therefore I will make him 
as flaming fire and a a  ministering 
angel; he shall minister for those 
who shall be b heirs of salvation who 
dwell on the earth.
7 And I will make thee to minister 

for him and for thy brother James; 
and unto you three I will a  give this 
power and the b  keys of this minis-
try until I come.
8 Verily I say unto you, ye shall 

both have according to your desires, 
for ye both a  joy in that which ye 
have desired.

7 1 a John 19:26 (26–27);  
20:2 (2–9).

  b 2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
3 Ne. 28:1 (1–12).

 2 a TG Death, Power over.
  b Luke 9:27.
 3 a John 21:22 (20–25).  

TG Translated Beings.
  b TG Glory;  

Jesus Christ, Glory of; 
Jesus Christ, Second 
Coming.

  c Rev. 10:11.

 4 a TG Conversion;  
Worth of Souls.

  b TG Kingdom of God, in 
Heaven.

 5 a Philip. 1:24 (23–24);  
3 Ne. 28:9 (1–12).

 6 a Heb. 1:14;  
D&C 43:25; 130:5.

  b D&C 76:88.
 7 a Matt. 16:19.
  b Acts 15:7;  

D&C 6:28;  
JS—H 1:72.  

TG Priesthood, Keys of.
 8 a TG Joy.
8 1 a JS—H 1:66.
  b Dan. 5:16;  

Mosiah 8:13 (13–18);  
D&C 6:25; 9:5 (1–5).  
TG Testimony.

  c Isa. 58:9 (8–9).
  d TG Prayer;  

Sincere.
  e TG Knowledge.
  f D&C 6:26; 9:2.

SECTION 8
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, Oliver, who continued to serve as scribe, 
writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be endowed with the gift 
of translation. The Lord responded to his supplication by granting  
this revelation.
1–5, Revelation comes by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; 6–12, Knowledge of 
the mysteries of God and the power to 
translate ancient records come by faith.
a  OLIVER Cowdery, verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that assuredly as 
the Lord liveth, who is your God 

and your Redeemer, even so surely 
shall you receive a b  knowledge of 
whatsoever things you shall c  ask 
in faith, with an d  honest heart, 
believing that you shall receive 
a e  knowledge concerning the en-
gravings of old f  records, which are 
ancient, which contain those parts  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.
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1–3, John the Beloved will live until 
the Lord comes; 4–8, Peter, James, 
and John hold gospel keys.

AND the Lord said unto me: a  John, 
my beloved, what b  desirest thou? 
For if you shall ask what you will, 
it shall be granted unto you.
2 And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me a  power over b  death, that I 
may live and bring souls unto thee.
3 And the Lord said unto me: Ver-

ily, verily, I say unto thee, because 
thou desirest this thou shalt a  tarry 
until I come in my b  glory, and shalt 
c prophesy before nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people.
4 And for this cause the Lord said 

unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? For he 
desired of me that he might bring 
a  souls unto me, but thou desiredst 

that thou mightest speedily come 
unto me in my b  kingdom.
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was 

a good desire; but my beloved has 
desired that he might do more, or a 
greater a  work yet among men than 
what he has before done.
6 Yea, he has undertaken a greater 

work; therefore I will make him 
as flaming fire and a a  ministering 
angel; he shall minister for those 
who shall be b heirs of salvation who 
dwell on the earth.
7 And I will make thee to minister 

for him and for thy brother James; 
and unto you three I will a  give this 
power and the b  keys of this minis-
try until I come.
8 Verily I say unto you, ye shall 

both have according to your desires, 
for ye both a  joy in that which ye 
have desired.

7 1 a John 19:26 (26–27);  
20:2 (2–9).

  b 2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
3 Ne. 28:1 (1–12).

 2 a TG Death, Power over.
  b Luke 9:27.
 3 a John 21:22 (20–25).  

TG Translated Beings.
  b TG Glory;  

Jesus Christ, Glory of; 
Jesus Christ, Second 
Coming.

  c Rev. 10:11.

 4 a TG Conversion;  
Worth of Souls.

  b TG Kingdom of God, in 
Heaven.

 5 a Philip. 1:24 (23–24);  
3 Ne. 28:9 (1–12).

 6 a Heb. 1:14;  
D&C 43:25; 130:5.

  b D&C 76:88.
 7 a Matt. 16:19.
  b Acts 15:7;  

D&C 6:28;  
JS—H 1:72.  

TG Priesthood, Keys of.
 8 a TG Joy.
8 1 a JS—H 1:66.
  b Dan. 5:16;  

Mosiah 8:13 (13–18);  
D&C 6:25; 9:5 (1–5).  
TG Testimony.

  c Isa. 58:9 (8–9).
  d TG Prayer;  

Sincere.
  e TG Knowledge.
  f D&C 6:26; 9:2.

SECTION 8
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, Oliver, who continued to serve as scribe, 
writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be endowed with the gift 
of translation. The Lord responded to his supplication by granting  
this revelation.
1–5, Revelation comes by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; 6–12, Knowledge of 
the mysteries of God and the power to 
translate ancient records come by faith.
a  OLIVER Cowdery, verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that assuredly as 
the Lord liveth, who is your God 

and your Redeemer, even so surely 
shall you receive a b  knowledge of 
whatsoever things you shall c  ask 
in faith, with an d  honest heart, 
believing that you shall receive 
a e  knowledge concerning the en-
gravings of old f  records, which are 
ancient, which contain those parts  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.



CHAPTER 4

“An impression to the mind is very specific. 

“Detailed words can be heard or felt and written as 
though the instruction were being dictated. 

“A communication to the heart is a more general 
impression. The Lord often begins by giving 
impressions. Where there is a recognition of their 
importance and they are obeyed, one gains more 
capacity to receive more detailed instruction to the 
mind. An impression to the heart, if followed, is 
fortified by a more specific instruction to the mind”  

(Elder Richard G. Scott, “Helping Others to Be Spiritually 
Led” [address to CES religious educators, Aug. 11, 1998], 3–4, 
LDS.org).
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1–3, John the Beloved will live until 
the Lord comes; 4–8, Peter, James, 
and John hold gospel keys.

AND the Lord said unto me: a  John, 
my beloved, what b  desirest thou? 
For if you shall ask what you will, 
it shall be granted unto you.
2 And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me a  power over b  death, that I 
may live and bring souls unto thee.
3 And the Lord said unto me: Ver-

ily, verily, I say unto thee, because 
thou desirest this thou shalt a  tarry 
until I come in my b  glory, and shalt 
c prophesy before nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people.
4 And for this cause the Lord said 

unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? For he 
desired of me that he might bring 
a  souls unto me, but thou desiredst 

that thou mightest speedily come 
unto me in my b  kingdom.
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was 

a good desire; but my beloved has 
desired that he might do more, or a 
greater a  work yet among men than 
what he has before done.
6 Yea, he has undertaken a greater 

work; therefore I will make him 
as flaming fire and a a  ministering 
angel; he shall minister for those 
who shall be b heirs of salvation who 
dwell on the earth.
7 And I will make thee to minister 

for him and for thy brother James; 
and unto you three I will a  give this 
power and the b  keys of this minis-
try until I come.
8 Verily I say unto you, ye shall 

both have according to your desires, 
for ye both a  joy in that which ye 
have desired.

7 1 a John 19:26 (26–27);  
20:2 (2–9).

  b 2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
3 Ne. 28:1 (1–12).

 2 a TG Death, Power over.
  b Luke 9:27.
 3 a John 21:22 (20–25).  

TG Translated Beings.
  b TG Glory;  

Jesus Christ, Glory of; 
Jesus Christ, Second 
Coming.

  c Rev. 10:11.

 4 a TG Conversion;  
Worth of Souls.

  b TG Kingdom of God, in 
Heaven.

 5 a Philip. 1:24 (23–24);  
3 Ne. 28:9 (1–12).

 6 a Heb. 1:14;  
D&C 43:25; 130:5.

  b D&C 76:88.
 7 a Matt. 16:19.
  b Acts 15:7;  

D&C 6:28;  
JS—H 1:72.  

TG Priesthood, Keys of.
 8 a TG Joy.
8 1 a JS—H 1:66.
  b Dan. 5:16;  

Mosiah 8:13 (13–18);  
D&C 6:25; 9:5 (1–5).  
TG Testimony.

  c Isa. 58:9 (8–9).
  d TG Prayer;  

Sincere.
  e TG Knowledge.
  f D&C 6:26; 9:2.

SECTION 8
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, Oliver, who continued to serve as scribe, 
writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be endowed with the gift 
of translation. The Lord responded to his supplication by granting  
this revelation.
1–5, Revelation comes by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; 6–12, Knowledge of 
the mysteries of God and the power to 
translate ancient records come by faith.
a  OLIVER Cowdery, verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that assuredly as 
the Lord liveth, who is your God 

and your Redeemer, even so surely 
shall you receive a b  knowledge of 
whatsoever things you shall c  ask 
in faith, with an d  honest heart, 
believing that you shall receive 
a e  knowledge concerning the en-
gravings of old f  records, which are 
ancient, which contain those parts  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.



CHAPTER 4

“A soul cannot be destroyed. 

“Every soul born into this world shall receive the 
resurrection and immortality and shall endure forever. 
Destruction does not mean, then, annihilation. When 
the Lord says they shall be destroyed, he means that 
they shall be banished from his presence, that they 
shall be cut off from the presence of light and truth, 
and shall not have the privilege of gaining this 
exaltation; and that is destruction.”  

(President Joseph Fielding Smith, “Doctrines of Salvation,” 2:227–
28; see also Alma 12:16; Helaman 14:18.)
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1–3, John the Beloved will live until 
the Lord comes; 4–8, Peter, James, 
and John hold gospel keys.

AND the Lord said unto me: a  John, 
my beloved, what b  desirest thou? 
For if you shall ask what you will, 
it shall be granted unto you.
2 And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me a  power over b  death, that I 
may live and bring souls unto thee.
3 And the Lord said unto me: Ver-

ily, verily, I say unto thee, because 
thou desirest this thou shalt a  tarry 
until I come in my b  glory, and shalt 
c prophesy before nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people.
4 And for this cause the Lord said 

unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? For he 
desired of me that he might bring 
a  souls unto me, but thou desiredst 

that thou mightest speedily come 
unto me in my b  kingdom.
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was 

a good desire; but my beloved has 
desired that he might do more, or a 
greater a  work yet among men than 
what he has before done.
6 Yea, he has undertaken a greater 

work; therefore I will make him 
as flaming fire and a a  ministering 
angel; he shall minister for those 
who shall be b heirs of salvation who 
dwell on the earth.
7 And I will make thee to minister 

for him and for thy brother James; 
and unto you three I will a  give this 
power and the b  keys of this minis-
try until I come.
8 Verily I say unto you, ye shall 

both have according to your desires, 
for ye both a  joy in that which ye 
have desired.

7 1 a John 19:26 (26–27);  
20:2 (2–9).

  b 2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
3 Ne. 28:1 (1–12).

 2 a TG Death, Power over.
  b Luke 9:27.
 3 a John 21:22 (20–25).  

TG Translated Beings.
  b TG Glory;  

Jesus Christ, Glory of; 
Jesus Christ, Second 
Coming.

  c Rev. 10:11.

 4 a TG Conversion;  
Worth of Souls.

  b TG Kingdom of God, in 
Heaven.

 5 a Philip. 1:24 (23–24);  
3 Ne. 28:9 (1–12).

 6 a Heb. 1:14;  
D&C 43:25; 130:5.

  b D&C 76:88.
 7 a Matt. 16:19.
  b Acts 15:7;  

D&C 6:28;  
JS—H 1:72.  

TG Priesthood, Keys of.
 8 a TG Joy.
8 1 a JS—H 1:66.
  b Dan. 5:16;  

Mosiah 8:13 (13–18);  
D&C 6:25; 9:5 (1–5).  
TG Testimony.

  c Isa. 58:9 (8–9).
  d TG Prayer;  

Sincere.
  e TG Knowledge.
  f D&C 6:26; 9:2.

SECTION 8
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, Oliver, who continued to serve as scribe, 
writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be endowed with the gift 
of translation. The Lord responded to his supplication by granting  
this revelation.
1–5, Revelation comes by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; 6–12, Knowledge of 
the mysteries of God and the power to 
translate ancient records come by faith.
a  OLIVER Cowdery, verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that assuredly as 
the Lord liveth, who is your God 

and your Redeemer, even so surely 
shall you receive a b  knowledge of 
whatsoever things you shall c  ask 
in faith, with an d  honest heart, 
believing that you shall receive 
a e  knowledge concerning the en-
gravings of old f  records, which are 
ancient, which contain those parts  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.









CHAPTER 4

(Church History Topics: “Divining Rods”) 

Joseph Smith and his contemporaries lived in a 
culture steeped in biblical ideas, terminology, and 
practices. Biblical accounts, such as the story of 
Moses and his brother Aaron, described the use of 
physical objects such as rods to manifest God’s will 
(see Exodus 7:9–12 and Numbers 17:8). Many 
Christians in Joseph Smith’s day similarly regarded 
divining rods as instruments for revelation. They 
believed these rods could help them find underground 
water or minerals. 

Early versions of the revelation in Doctrine and 
Covenants 8 state that Oliver Cowdery had “the gift of 
working with the sprout” or the “rod of nature,” 
indicating that he used a divining rod at some point. 
The Lord acknowledged Cowdery’s gift, declaring that 
“there is no other power save God that can cause this 
thing of Nature to work in your hands.” When Church 



CHAPTER 4

divining rods as instruments for revelation. They 
believed these rods could help them find underground 
water or minerals. 

Early versions of the revelation in Doctrine and 
Covenants 8 state that Oliver Cowdery had “the gift of 
working with the sprout” or the “rod of nature,” 
indicating that he used a divining rod at some point. 
The Lord acknowledged Cowdery’s gift, declaring that 
“there is no other power save God that can cause this 
thing of Nature to work in your hands.” When Church 
leaders prepared this revelation for inclusion in the 
Doctrine and Covenants in 1835, they called 
Cowdery’s gift “the gift of Aaron,” reflecting its 
similarity to Aaron’s rod. 

…The revelation does not clarify how Cowdery 
employed his rod. It does indicate this was only one of 
several gifts available to Cowdery.



CHAPTER 4

2 Nephi 3:17-18

prophecy of 
Joseph from JST 
Genesis 50:34-35

Aaron
Lehi
Joseph Smith

Oliver Cowdery

Book of Mormon

Oliver Cowdery as 
a Witness?
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1–3, John the Beloved will live until 
the Lord comes; 4–8, Peter, James, 
and John hold gospel keys.

AND the Lord said unto me: a  John, 
my beloved, what b  desirest thou? 
For if you shall ask what you will, 
it shall be granted unto you.
2 And I said unto him: Lord, give 

unto me a  power over b  death, that I 
may live and bring souls unto thee.
3 And the Lord said unto me: Ver-

ily, verily, I say unto thee, because 
thou desirest this thou shalt a  tarry 
until I come in my b  glory, and shalt 
c prophesy before nations, kindreds, 
tongues and people.
4 And for this cause the Lord said 

unto Peter: If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? For he 
desired of me that he might bring 
a  souls unto me, but thou desiredst 

that thou mightest speedily come 
unto me in my b  kingdom.
5 I say unto thee, Peter, this was 

a good desire; but my beloved has 
desired that he might do more, or a 
greater a  work yet among men than 
what he has before done.
6 Yea, he has undertaken a greater 

work; therefore I will make him 
as flaming fire and a a  ministering 
angel; he shall minister for those 
who shall be b heirs of salvation who 
dwell on the earth.
7 And I will make thee to minister 

for him and for thy brother James; 
and unto you three I will a  give this 
power and the b  keys of this minis-
try until I come.
8 Verily I say unto you, ye shall 

both have according to your desires, 
for ye both a  joy in that which ye 
have desired.

7 1 a John 19:26 (26–27);  
20:2 (2–9).

  b 2 Chr. 1:7 (7–12);  
3 Ne. 28:1 (1–12).

 2 a TG Death, Power over.
  b Luke 9:27.
 3 a John 21:22 (20–25).  

TG Translated Beings.
  b TG Glory;  

Jesus Christ, Glory of; 
Jesus Christ, Second 
Coming.

  c Rev. 10:11.

 4 a TG Conversion;  
Worth of Souls.

  b TG Kingdom of God, in 
Heaven.

 5 a Philip. 1:24 (23–24);  
3 Ne. 28:9 (1–12).

 6 a Heb. 1:14;  
D&C 43:25; 130:5.

  b D&C 76:88.
 7 a Matt. 16:19.
  b Acts 15:7;  

D&C 6:28;  
JS—H 1:72.  

TG Priesthood, Keys of.
 8 a TG Joy.
8 1 a JS—H 1:66.
  b Dan. 5:16;  

Mosiah 8:13 (13–18);  
D&C 6:25; 9:5 (1–5).  
TG Testimony.

  c Isa. 58:9 (8–9).
  d TG Prayer;  

Sincere.
  e TG Knowledge.
  f D&C 6:26; 9:2.

SECTION 8
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. In the course of the transla-
tion of the Book of Mormon, Oliver, who continued to serve as scribe, 
writing at the Prophet’s dictation, desired to be endowed with the gift 
of translation. The Lord responded to his supplication by granting  
this revelation.
1–5, Revelation comes by the power of 
the Holy Ghost; 6–12, Knowledge of 
the mysteries of God and the power to 
translate ancient records come by faith.
a  OLIVER Cowdery, verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that assuredly as 
the Lord liveth, who is your God 

and your Redeemer, even so surely 
shall you receive a b  knowledge of 
whatsoever things you shall c  ask 
in faith, with an d  honest heart, 
believing that you shall receive 
a e  knowledge concerning the en-
gravings of old f  records, which are 
ancient, which contain those parts  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.



“As I think about faith, this principle of power, I am 
obliged to believe that it is an intelligent force. Of 
what kind, I do not know. But it is superior to and 
overrules all other forces of which we know. … 

“[We] have had this great power given unto us, this 
power of faith. What are we doing about it? Can you, 
can we, do the mighty things that the Savior did? Yes. 
They have been done by the members of the Church 
who had the faith and the righteousness so to do. 
Think of what is within your power if you but live the 
Gospel, if you but live so that you may invoke the 
power which is within you.”  

(President J. Reuben Clark Jr. in Conference Report, Apr. 1960, 
p. 21.)
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16DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 9:2–14

2 And then, behold, a other b records 
have I, that I will give unto you 
power that you may assist to c  trans-
late.
3 Be patient, my son, for it is a  wis-

dom in me, and it is not expedient 
that you should translate at this 
present time.
4 Behold, the work which you are 

called to do is to a  write for my ser-
vant Joseph.
5 And, behold, it is because that 

you did not continue as you com-
menced, when you began to trans-
late, that I have taken away this 
privilege from you.
6 Do not a  murmur, my son, for it 

is wisdom in me that I have dealt 
with you after this manner.
7 Behold, you have not understood; 

you have supposed that I would 
give it unto you, when you took no 
thought save it was to ask me.
8 But, behold, I say unto you, 

that you must a  study it out in your 
b  mind; then you must c  ask me if 
it be right, and if it is right I will 
cause that your d  bosom shall e  burn 
within you; therefore, you shall f feel 
that it is right.

9 But if it be not right you shall 
have no such feelings, but you  
shall have a a  stupor of thought that 
shall cause you to forget the thing 
which is wrong; therefore, you can-
not write that which is b  sacred save 
it be given you from me.
10 Now, if you had known this you 

could have a translated; nevertheless, 
it is not expedient that you should 
translate now.
11 Behold, it was expedient when 

you commenced; but you a  feared, 
and the time is past, and it is not 
expedient now;
12 For, do you not behold that I 

have a  given unto my servant b  Jo-
seph sufficient strength, whereby 
it is made up? And neither of you 
have I condemned.
13 Do this thing which I have 

commanded you, and you shall 
a  prosper. Be faithful, and yield to 
no b  temptation.
14 Stand fast in the a  work where-

with I have b  called you, and a hair 
of your head shall not be lost, and 
you shall be c  lifted up at the last 
day. Amen.

 2 a An allusion to 
additional translation 
activity, i.e., the Joseph 
Smith Translation 
of the Bible and the 
Book of Abraham, in 
which Oliver Cowdery 
assisted as a scribe. See 
also BD Joseph Smith 
Translation.

  b D&C 6:26; 8:1.  
TG Scriptures to Come 
Forth.

  c D&C 6:25 (25, 28);  
10:3 (3, 18, 41, 45).

 3 a TG God, Wisdom of;  

Stewardship.
 4 a D&C 18:2; 24:1.  

TG Scribe;  
Scriptures, Writing of.

 6 a TG Murmuring.
 8 a Acts 1:24 (22–26).  

TG Knowledge; 
Meditation; 
Problem-Solving;  
Study;  
Testimony.

  b TG Mind.
  c TG Communication;  

Prayer.
  d Luke 24:32.
  e TG Inspiration;  

Revelation.
  f D&C 8:2 (2–3).  

TG Holy Ghost, Source 
of Testimony.

 9 a D&C 10:2.
  b TG Sacred.
 10 a D&C 8:11.
 11 a TG Fearful.
 12 a D&C 1:29.
  b D&C 18:8.
 13 a Deut. 29:9;  

Ps. 1:3 (2–3).
  b TG Temptation.
 14 a 1 Cor. 16:13.
  b TG Called of God.
  c D&C 5:35; 17:8.

SECTION 10
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Harmony, Pennsylvania, 
likely around April 1829, though portions may have been received as early 
as the summer of 1828. Herein the Lord informs Joseph of alterations 
made by wicked men in the 116 manuscript pages from the translation of 
the book of Lehi, in the Book of Mormon. These manuscript pages had been  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.



“It is possible that some of them might have been translated had the people received 
the Book of Mormon with full purpose of heart and had been faithful to its teachings. 
This was the promise the Lord made through Mormon. He said he would try the faith of 
the people and if they were willing to accept the lesser things (i.e., the Book of 
Mormon) then he would make known to them the greater things. That we have failed in 
this is very apparent, we have not accepted the revelations in the Book of Mormon, 
neither in the Doctrine and Covenants, with that faith and willingness to know the will 
of the Lord which would entitle us to receive this greater information. Oliver Cowdery 
was a party to this failure by turning away from the Church for a number of years when 
it needed his service. He therefore lost his privilege to translate through his own 
disobedience, and the people have lost the privilege of receiving the ‘greater things’ 
spoken of by the Lord to Mormon (III Nephi 26:8–11) until the day shall come when they 
are willing to be obedient in all things and will exercise faith such as was had by the 
brother of Jared. It should be remembered that such faith has rarely been seen on the 
earth. It appears, therefore, that we must wait until the reign of unrighteousness is at 
an end before the Lord will give to the people these writings, containing ‘a revelation 
from God, from the beginning of the world to the ending thereof.’ (II Nephi 27:7.)”  

(President Joseph Fielding Smith, “Church History and Modern Revelation, “1:52–53.)
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16DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 9:2–14

2 And then, behold, a other b records 
have I, that I will give unto you 
power that you may assist to c  trans-
late.
3 Be patient, my son, for it is a  wis-

dom in me, and it is not expedient 
that you should translate at this 
present time.
4 Behold, the work which you are 

called to do is to a  write for my ser-
vant Joseph.
5 And, behold, it is because that 

you did not continue as you com-
menced, when you began to trans-
late, that I have taken away this 
privilege from you.
6 Do not a  murmur, my son, for it 

is wisdom in me that I have dealt 
with you after this manner.
7 Behold, you have not understood; 

you have supposed that I would 
give it unto you, when you took no 
thought save it was to ask me.
8 But, behold, I say unto you, 

that you must a  study it out in your 
b  mind; then you must c  ask me if 
it be right, and if it is right I will 
cause that your d  bosom shall e  burn 
within you; therefore, you shall f feel 
that it is right.

9 But if it be not right you shall 
have no such feelings, but you  
shall have a a  stupor of thought that 
shall cause you to forget the thing 
which is wrong; therefore, you can-
not write that which is b  sacred save 
it be given you from me.
10 Now, if you had known this you 

could have a translated; nevertheless, 
it is not expedient that you should 
translate now.
11 Behold, it was expedient when 

you commenced; but you a  feared, 
and the time is past, and it is not 
expedient now;
12 For, do you not behold that I 

have a  given unto my servant b  Jo-
seph sufficient strength, whereby 
it is made up? And neither of you 
have I condemned.
13 Do this thing which I have 

commanded you, and you shall 
a  prosper. Be faithful, and yield to 
no b  temptation.
14 Stand fast in the a  work where-

with I have b  called you, and a hair 
of your head shall not be lost, and 
you shall be c  lifted up at the last 
day. Amen.

 2 a An allusion to 
additional translation 
activity, i.e., the Joseph 
Smith Translation 
of the Bible and the 
Book of Abraham, in 
which Oliver Cowdery 
assisted as a scribe. See 
also BD Joseph Smith 
Translation.

  b D&C 6:26; 8:1.  
TG Scriptures to Come 
Forth.

  c D&C 6:25 (25, 28);  
10:3 (3, 18, 41, 45).

 3 a TG God, Wisdom of;  

Stewardship.
 4 a D&C 18:2; 24:1.  

TG Scribe;  
Scriptures, Writing of.

 6 a TG Murmuring.
 8 a Acts 1:24 (22–26).  

TG Knowledge; 
Meditation; 
Problem-Solving;  
Study;  
Testimony.

  b TG Mind.
  c TG Communication;  

Prayer.
  d Luke 24:32.
  e TG Inspiration;  

Revelation.
  f D&C 8:2 (2–3).  

TG Holy Ghost, Source 
of Testimony.

 9 a D&C 10:2.
  b TG Sacred.
 10 a D&C 8:11.
 11 a TG Fearful.
 12 a D&C 1:29.
  b D&C 18:8.
 13 a Deut. 29:9;  

Ps. 1:3 (2–3).
  b TG Temptation.
 14 a 1 Cor. 16:13.
  b TG Called of God.
  c D&C 5:35; 17:8.

SECTION 10
Revelation given to Joseph Smith the Prophet, at Harmony, Pennsylvania, 
likely around April 1829, though portions may have been received as early 
as the summer of 1828. Herein the Lord informs Joseph of alterations 
made by wicked men in the 116 manuscript pages from the translation of 
the book of Lehi, in the Book of Mormon. These manuscript pages had been  

15 DOCTRINE AND COVENANTS 8:2–9:1

of my scripture of which has been 
spoken by the g  manifestation of 
my Spirit.
2 Yea, behold, I will a  tell you in 

your mind and in your b  heart, by 
the c  Holy Ghost, which shall come 
upon you and which shall dwell in 
your heart.
3 Now, behold, this is the spirit of 

revelation; behold, this is the spirit 
by which Moses a  brought the chil-
dren of Israel through the Red Sea 
on dry ground.
4 Therefore this is thy a  gift; apply 

unto it, and blessed art thou, for it 
shall b deliver you out of the hands of 
your c  enemies, when, if it were not 
so, they would slay you and bring 
your soul to destruction.
5 Oh, remember these a words, and 

keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
6 Now this is not all thy a  gift; for 

you have another gift, which is the 
gift of Aaron; behold, it has told you 
many things;
7 Behold, there is no other power, 

save the power of God, that can 

cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
you.
8 Therefore, a  doubt not, for it is 

the gift of God; and you shall hold 
it in your hands, and do marvelous 
works; and no power shall be able 
to take it away out of your hands, 
for it is the b  work of God.
9 And, therefore, whatsoever you 

shall ask me to tell you by that 
means, that will I grant unto you, 
and you shall have knowledge con-
cerning it.
10 Remember that without a  faith 

you can do nothing; therefore 
ask in faith. Trifle not with these 
things; do not b  ask for that which 
you ought not.
11 Ask that you may know the 

mysteries of God, and that you may 
a  translate and receive knowledge 
from all those ancient records which 
have been hid up, that are b  sacred; 
and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.

This may be one of the most important and misunderstood 
teachings in all the Doctrine and Covenants. The teachings 
of the Spirit often come as feelings. That fact is of the 
utmost importance, yet some misunderstand what it 
means. I have met persons who told me they have never 
had a witness from the Holy Ghost because they have 
never felt their bosom “burn within” them. 

What does a “burning in the bosom” mean? Does it need to 
be a feeling of caloric heat, like the burning produced by 
combustion? If that is the meaning, I have never had a 
burning in the bosom. Surely, the word “burning” in this 
scripture signifies a feeling of comfort and serenity. That is 
the witness many receive. That is the way revelation works. 

Truly, the still, small voice is just that, “still” and “small.”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, March 1997 “Teaching and Learning by the 
Spirit”)



“The feeling of peace is the most common confirming 
witness that I personally experience. When I have 
been very concerned about an important matter, 
struggling to resolve it without success, I continued 
those efforts in faith. Later, an all-pervading peace has 
come, settling my concerns, as He has promised…” 



“…What do you do when you have prepared 
carefully, have prayed fervently, waited a 
reasonable time for a response, and still do not feel 
an answer? You may want to express thanks when 
that occurs, for it is an evidence of His trust. When 
you are living worthily and your choice is consistent 
with the Savior’s teachings and you need to act, 
proceed with trust. As you are sensitive to the 
promptings of the Spirit, one of two things will 
certainly occur at the appropriate time: either the 
stupor of thought will come, indicating an improper 
choice, or the peace or the burning in the bosom 
will be felt, confirming that your choice was 
correct. When you are living righteously and are 
acting with trust, God will not let you proceed too 
far without a warning impression if you have made 
the wrong decision” 

(Elder Richard G. Scott, 
“Using the Supernal Gift of 
Prayer,” Ensign or Liahona, 
May 2007, 10).



scriptures.byu.edu
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dom in me, and it is not expedient 
that you should translate at this 
present time.
4 Behold, the work which you are 
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5 And, behold, it is because that 

you did not continue as you com-
menced, when you began to trans-
late, that I have taken away this 
privilege from you.
6 Do not a  murmur, my son, for it 

is wisdom in me that I have dealt 
with you after this manner.
7 Behold, you have not understood; 
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give it unto you, when you took no 
thought save it was to ask me.
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that you must a  study it out in your 
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it be right, and if it is right I will 
cause that your d  bosom shall e  burn 
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9 But if it be not right you shall 
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it is not expedient that you should 
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and the time is past, and it is not 
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12 For, do you not behold that I 
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keep my commandments. Remem-
ber, this is your gift.
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cause this gift of Aaron to be with 
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and according to your faith shall it 
be done unto you.
12 Behold, it is I that have spoken 

it; and I am the same that spake 
unto you from the beginning. Amen.

 1 g D&C 5:16.
 2 a D&C 9:8 (7–9).  

TG Guidance, Divine.
  b Ezek. 40:4.  

TG Heart;  
Inspiration.

  c Rom. 8:9.  
TG Holy Ghost,  
Mission of.

 3 a Ex. 3:10 (2–10);  
13:14; 14:16;  

Deut. 11:4;  
Josh. 2:10;  
Neh. 9:11;  
1 Ne. 4:2; 17:26;  
Mosiah 7:19;  
Hel. 8:11;  
D&C 17:1.  
TG Israel, Deliverance of.

 4 a 2 Tim. 1:6.
  b TG Deliver.
  c Ex. 23:22 (20–23);  

D&C 105:15; 136:40.
 5 a Deut. 11:18.
 6 a D&C 6:10.
 8 a TG Doubt.
  b TG God, Works of.
 10 a TG Faith.
  b D&C 88:65 (63–65).
 11 a D&C 1:29; 9:1, 10.
  b TG Sacred.
9 1 a D&C 8:11 (1, 11).
  b JS—H 1:67.

SECTION 9
Revelation given through Joseph Smith the Prophet to Oliver Cowdery, 
at Harmony, Pennsylvania, April 1829. Oliver is admonished to be 
patient and is urged to be content to write, for the time being, at the 
dictation of the translator, rather than to attempt to translate.

1–6, Other ancient records are yet 
to be translated; 7–14, The Book of 
Mormon is translated by study and 
by spiritual confirmation.

BEHOLD, I say unto you, my son, 
that because you did not a  trans-

late according to that which you 
desired of me, and did commence 
again to b  write for my servant, Jo-
seph Smith, Jun., even so I would 
that ye should continue until you 
have finished this record, which I 
have entrusted unto him.

2 Timothy 1:7 
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind. 

Matthew 14:22-33, Mark 6:45-52, John 6:15-21


