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Old Testament Student Institute Manual (vol. 2, 
“Enrichment D”) 

In 721 B.C. Assyria swept out of the north, captured the Northern 
Kingdom of Israel, and took the ten tribes into captivity. From there 
they became lost to history. 
… 

[About 20 years later]… the Southern Kingdom (Judah) was also 
threatened with destruction by Assyria. Sennacherib… attacked 
Judah during the reign of King Hezekiah and destroyed most of her 
principal cities. 



Old Testament Student Institute 
Manual (vol. 2, “Enrichment D”) 

Hezekiah had been a righteous king (see 2 
Kings 18:4–6), and now he trusted in God 
again. In deep and pleading prayer, he asked 
Him for the solution. The Lord answered 
through His servant Isaiah, although the 
answer must have tested the faith of Hezekiah. 
While Assyrian campfires could be seen on all 
sides, Isaiah promised that not even an arrow 
would be shot against Jerusalem, for the Lord 
Himself would defend the city (see 2 Kings 
19:32–34).



Old Testament Student Institute 
Manual (vol. 2, “Enrichment D”) 

That very night Isaiah’s promise was fulfilled. 
Some mysterious plague struck the Assyrian 
camp, and in the morning 185,000 Assyrians 
lay dead. Assyria’s remnant left the scene like a 
dog with its tail tucked between its legs. (see 
vv. 35–36.) Judah could say, as did Elisha, 
“They that be with us are more than they that 
be with them” (2 Kings 6:16).



900 BC 800 BC 700 BC 600 BC 500 BC

SOUTHERN KINGDOM 
(JUDAH)

NORTHERN KINGDOM 
(ISRAEL)

David Solomon

Reheboam

Je
ro

bo
am

AS
SY

RI
A

ASSYRIA200 years

Jerusalem

Samaria



Jerusalem

Nebuchadnezzar Zedekiah







Book of Mormon 
Story Begins



1 NEPHI 1



Seminary Teacher Manual (2017) 

Lehi’s son Nephi wrote this book in response to the Lord’s command 
that he keep a record of his people. Nephi was likely born in or near 
Jerusalem. He lived there during the ministry of the prophet Jeremiah 
and the reign of King Zedekiah. Nephi wrote the account that became 
1 Nephi in approximately 570 BC—30 years after he and his family left 
Jerusalem (see 2 Nephi 5:30). He wrote it when he was in the land of 
Nephi [somewhere in the Americas]. 

Nephi wrote with three audiences in mind: his father’s descendants, 
the Lord’s covenant people in the last days, and all the people in the 
world (see 2 Nephi 33:3, 13). He wrote to persuade all to come unto 
Jesus Christ and be saved (see 1 Nephi 6:4).



Headnote: 
Translated from the 

plates





Study helps added in 
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Large Plates of Nephi

24 Gold Plates of Ether

Brass Plates from Jerusalem

Plates of Mormon
Lehi - King Benjamin

Lehi - King Benjamin

Small Plates of Nephi

ABRIDGED

Written in the first person
1 Nephi - Omni
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Institute Student Manual 

The First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles described the 
family as “central to the Creator’s plan for the eternal destiny of His 
children.” They declared that “happiness in family life is most likely to be 
achieved when founded upon the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ” (“The 
Family: A Proclamation to the World,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, 102). Nephi wrote 
about the family of Lehi and Sariah, his parents. These “goodly parents” (1 
Nephi 1:1) sought to raise and guide their family with the Lord’s teachings, 
even during challenging times. Father Lehi experienced visions of heaven as 
well as attempts on his life. Family members found safety in fleeing from 
Jerusalem, only to be sent back on the dangerous and difficult assignment 
to retrieve the brass plates. Faithful sons supported their parents and 
followed the Lord while other sons rebelled. As you read these early Book of 
Mormon chapters, observe this family’s efforts to follow the Lord and see 
how their example can direct you to do the same.





Institute Student Manual 

Nephi wrote of “many afflictions” yet also acknowledged many 
blessings from the Lord. His record recounts numerous trials he and 
others of his family endured while staying faithful and grateful to the 
Lord. Nephi felt highly favored because he had come to a great 
knowledge of the goodness of God (see 1 Nephi 2:16), and relying on 
His strength became Nephi’s support (see 2 Nephi 4:19–26). The 
understanding of God’s plan gave context to the afflictions Nephi 
experienced.



Guide to the Scriptures - 
“Mysteries of God” 

Mysteries of God are spiritual 
t r u t h s k n o w n o n l y b y 
revelation. God reveals His 
mysteries to those who are 
obedient to the gospel. 



By this point Nephi has 
recorded a detailed account 
which includes the record of 
his father Lehi which he 
started shortly after arriving 
in the new world (1 Nephi 
18:25-19:1). Years later Nephi 
was commanded by the Lord 
to make this new record, we 
are reading now, that would 
f o c u s o n m i n i s t r y a n d 
prophecies (1 Nephi 19:3).





Institute Student Manual 

[This verse]   indicates that Lehi and Nephi used “the language of the 
Egyptians” to record their history onto gold plates. Four hundred and 
seventy years later, King Benjamin taught his sons “the language of 
the Egyptians,” which was not only the language of the gold plates 
but the language of the brass plates as well (Mosiah 1:1–4). The term 
“reformed Egyptian” only appears in the Book of Mormon in Mormon 
9:32. Reformed Egyptian appears to be a term that reflects a variation 
in the language used by Lehi and Nephi. In Mormon 9:32–33 Moroni 
indicated that by his day, approximately a thousand years from the 
time of Lehi and Nephi, both the Egyptian and Hebrew had been 
altered from that used by Lehi and Nephi.



















President Spencer W. Kimball 

“Those prophets I have known 
are the most loving of men. It is 
because of their love and 
integrity that they cannot modify 
the Lord’s message merely to 
make people feel comfortable. 
They are too kind to be so cruel.”  

(“Listen to the Prophets,” Apr 1978 
GC, Ensign, May 1978).
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How Many Camels?

?



Jerusalem

Valley of 
Lemuel

About 180 miles 
(1 Nephi 2:5)

3 more days of travel  
in the wilderness 

(1 Nephi 2:7)
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Seminar y Teacher Manual 
(2017) 

Their trek likely went through a hot 
and barren country, known for thieves 
who waited to rob unprepared 
travelers… After arriving in the river 
valley, Lehi built an altar, made a 
sacrificial offering, and gave thanks to 
the Lord.





 1 Nephi 2:8–10

1 Nephi 2:16–24Images from, “Was Lehi Here?” Ensign, Jan., 2008

Wadi Tayyib al-Ism

Have the Valley of Lemuel and the River Laman Been Found? (Knowhy #286)









Elder Neil L Anderson 
“Even if you feel like you are at the 
very bottom of life’s ladder, there 
is something you can do. You can 
look up… The Savior said, “Look 
unto me in every thought.” More 
important than where you are is 
the direction you face, and 
especially Whom you face.” 

(“The Divine Gift of Forgiveness,” 2019, 3).



Doctrine and Covenants 
46:13-14 - speaking of Gifts of 
the Spirit 

13 To some it is given by the Holy 
Ghost to know that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, and that he 
was crucified for the sins of the 
world. 
14 To others it is given to believe 
on their words…



Lehi

Sariah

1 Nephi 1

Nephi
Sam

1 Nephi 2:16
1 Nephi 2:17 D&C 46:13-14

The Process of Conversion



Institute Student Manual 

…Prospering doesn’t mean that 
life will be free from trials. Lehi 
and his faithful family members 
kept the commandments, but 
t h e y s t i l l s uffe r e d m a n y 
afflictions. 

(see 1 Nephi 15:5; 18:15–17; 2 Nephi 
2:1–2).
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Seminary Teacher Manual 
(2017) 

Lehi’s family was likely about 260 
miles (420 kilometers) from 
Jerusalem at this time. Returning 
would require approximately 14 
days of traveling through unsafe 
territory. In addition, records 
such as the brass plates were 
apparently rare and extremely 
valuable, and the man who 
possessed the plates would need 
to be persuaded to give them up.





President Dieter F. Uchtdorf 

“Following the Savior will not 
re m ove a l l o f yo u r t r i a l s . 
However, it will remove the 
barriers between you and the 
help your Heavenly Father wants 
to give you. God will be with 
you.”  

(“A Yearning for Home,” Oct. 2017 GC, 
Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2017, 22)



Elder Donald L. Staheli 

“Regardless of our age and stage in 
life, daily obedience to gospel 
principles is the only sure way to 
eternal happiness. President Ezra 
Taft Benson put it most poignantly 
when he said, ‘When obedience 
ceases to be an irritant and 
becomes our quest, in that moment 
God will endow us with power.’”  

(in Conference Report, Apr. 1998, 108; or 
Ensign, May 1998, 82).



President Henry B. Eyring 

“Whoever we are, however difficult our circumstances, 
we can know that what our Father commands we do to 
qualify for the blessings of eternal life will not be 
beyond us. … 

“We may have to pray with faith to know what we are to 
do and we must pray with a determination to obey, but 
we can know what to do and be sure that the way has 
been prepared for us by the Lord.”  

(“The Family” [CES fireside for young adults, Nov. 5, 1995], 1, 
www.ldsces.org).



Guide to the Scriptures - “Lots” 
A way of selecting or eliminating 
several options of a choice, often 
done by choosing one slip of paper 
or piece of wood from among 
several. This is called casting lots.

Bible Dictionary - “Lots, Casting 
of” 
Here we find many examples of lots 
being used to make choices in the 
scriptures including this insight, 
“Proverbs 16:33 expresses a feeling 
on the subject of the Lord’s hand in 
the matter.”





Elder Bruce R. McConkie 

“Nephi made God his partner. If he 
failed to get the plates, it meant 
God had failed. And because God 
does not fail, it was incumbent 
upon Nephi to get the plates or lay 
down his life in the attempt.”  

(in Conference Report, Apr. 1982, 49–50; or 
Ensign, May 1982, 33).







Elder L. Tom Perry 

“Nephi’s example teaches us that the blessings of 
the scriptures are far more valuable than property 
and other worldly things. Pursuing the things of 
the world can sometimes give us momentary 
pleasures but not lasting joy and happiness. When 
we seek after the things of the Spirit, the rewards 
are eternal and will bring us the satisfaction we 
seek through this mortal experience.” 

(October 2005 General Conference)







Elder Larry S. Kacher 

“How high we climb on the ladder of faith is our decision. Elder Neil L. Andersen 
taught that ‘faith is not by chance, but by choice.’ (Neil L. Andersen, “Faith Is Not 
by Chance, but by Choice,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2015, 65.) We can choose to 
make the choices needed to increase our faith in the Savior. 

“Consider the impact of the choices made when Laman and Lemuel descended 
the ladder of faith while Nephi climbed higher. Is there a clearer representation 
than the difference between Nephi’s response of “I will go and do” (1 Nephi 3:7) 
versus Laman and Lemuel, having just seen an angel, responding with “How is it 
possible that the Lord will deliver?” (1 Nephi 3:31). 

“Unbelief blocks our ability to see miracles, whereas a mindset of faith in the 
Savior unlocks the powers of heaven.” 

(“Ladder of Faith,” April 2022 GC)





1 NEPHI 4
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9 1 NEPHI 4  : 20–37

head with his own sword, I took the 
garments of Laban and put them 
upon mine own body; yea, even 
every whit; and I did gird on his 
armor about my loins.
20 And after I had done this, I went 

forth unto the treasury of Laban. 
And as I went forth towards the 
treasury of Laban, behold, I saw the 
a servant of Laban who had the keys 
of the treasury. And I commanded 
him in the voice of Laban, that he 
should go with me into the treasury.
21 And he supposed me to be his 

master, Laban, for he beheld the 
garments and also the sword girded 
about my loins.
22 And he spake unto me con-

cerning the a elders of the Jews, he 
knowing that his master, Laban, 
had been out by night among them.
23 And I spake unto him as if it 

had been Laban.
24 And I also spake unto him that I 

should carry the engravings, which 
were upon the a plates of brass, to 
my elder brethren, who were with-
out the walls.
25 And I also bade him that he 

should follow me.
26 And he, supposing that I spake 

of the a brethren of the b church, and 
that I was truly that Laban whom 
I had slain, wherefore he did fol-
low me.
27 And he spake unto me many 

times concerning the elders of the 
Jews, as I went forth unto my breth-
ren, who were without the walls.
28 And it came to pass that when 

Laman saw me he was exceedingly 
frightened, and also Lemuel and 
Sam. And they fled from before 
my presence; for they supposed it 
was Laban, and that he had slain 
me and had sought to take away 
their lives also.
29 And it came to pass that I called 

after them, and they did hear me; 
wherefore they did cease to flee 
from my presence.
30 And it came to pass that when 

the servant of Laban beheld my 
brethren he began to tremble, and 
was about to flee from before me 
and return to the city of Jerusalem.
31 And now I, Nephi, being a man 

large in stature, and also having re-
ceived much a strength of the Lord, 
therefore I did seize upon the ser-
vant of Laban, and held him, that 
he should not flee.
32 And it came to pass that I spake 

with him, that if he would hearken 
unto my words, as the Lord liveth, 
and as I live, even so that if he would 
hearken unto our words, we would 
spare his life.
33 And I spake unto him, even 

with an a oath, that he need not fear; 
that he should be a b free man like 
unto us if he would go down in the 
wilderness with us.
34 And I also spake unto him, 

saying: Surely the Lord hath a com-
manded us to do this thing; and shall 
we not be diligent in keeping the 
commandments of the Lord? There-
fore, if thou wilt go down into the 
wilderness to my father thou shalt 
have place with us.
35 And it came to pass that a Zoram 

did take courage at the words which 
I spake. Now Zoram was the name of  
the servant; and he promised that he  
would go down into the wilderness 
unto our father. Yea, and he also 
made an oath unto us that he would 
tarry with us from that time forth.
36 Now we were desirous that he 

should tarry with us for this cause, 
that the Jews might not know con-
cerning our flight into the wilder-
ness, lest they should pursue us and 
destroy us.
37 And it came to pass that when 

 20 a 2 Ne. 1:30.
 22 a 2 Sam. 17:15;  

Ezek. 8:1;  
Acts 25:15.

 24 a 1 Ne. 3:24 (12, 19–24);  
5:10 (10–22).

 26 a Ex. 2:11;  

Num. 18:6;  
2 Sam. 19:41.

  b TG Church Organization.
 31 a TG Strength;  

Strengthen.
 33 a 2 Sam. 21:7.  

TG Oath.

  b TG Free.
 34 a 1 Ne. 2:2; 3:16.
 35 a 1 Ne. 16:7;  

2 Ne. 5:6 (5–6);  
Jacob 1:13;  
Alma 54:23;  
4 Ne. 1:36 (36–37).
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Elder H. Ross Workman 

“Laman and Lemuel murmured. It began, as always, with questioning: “How is it 
possible that the Lord will deliver Laban into our hands?” they said (1 Ne. 3:31). 

Next, the excuses: “Behold, he is a mighty man, and he can command fifty, yea, 
even he can slay fifty; then why not us?” (1 Ne. 3:31). 

Finally, they were slothful. Filled with anger, resentment, and excuses, Laman 
and Lemuel waited by the walls of Jerusalem while the faithful Nephi 
accomplished the work of the Lord (see 1 Ne. 4:3–5). 

The Lord has spoken against this attitude in our day: “But he that doeth not 
anything until he is commanded, and receiveth a commandment with doubtful 
heart, and keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is damned” (D&C 58:29). 

(“Beware of Murmuring,” October 2001 GC)



Institute Student Manual 

Sometimes it takes courage to be 
led by the Spirit. There will be times 
w h e n t h e wo r l d ’s l o g i c a n d 
reasoning will suggest a course of 
action that is contrary to the Lord’s 
teaching.



Elder John H. Groberg 

“Be willing to take reasonable risks. We live in an age of reason, logic, 
facts, and figures. These can be useful if kept in subjection to faith in the 
Lord, Jesus Christ. But if they ever take precedence over faith in Him, 
then they are not useful and can be very harmful. I have found in my life 
that most of the good decisions I have made may not have been made if 
they were based solely on logic or reason. …



Elder John H. Groberg 

“… Nephi was determined to do what God wanted him to do even with 
logic to the contrary. The scriptures tell us in 1 Nephi 4:6 that he went 
forth not knowing beforehand what he should do but knowing he 
should obey God and get the plates. … 

“I suspect had he listened only to reason, Nephi and his brethren would 
still be waiting outside the walls of Jerusalem. I sometimes wonder if by 
our listening to reason and logic too much, and not trusting God 
enough, we may find ourselves waiting outside the walls of His holy 
city.”  

(“Trust in the Lord” [CES fireside for young adults, May 1, 1994], 3, www.ldsces.org).



Elder Boyd K. Packer 

“Shortly after I was called as a General Authority, I 
went to Elder Harold B. Lee for counsel. He listened 
very carefully to my problem and suggested that I see 
President David O. McKay. President McKay counseled 
me as to the direction I should go. I was very willing to 
be obedient but saw no way possible for me to do as 
he counseled me to do.



Elder Boyd K. Packer 

“I returned to Elder Lee and told him that I saw no way 
to move in the direction I was counseled to go. He 
said, ‘The trouble with you is you want to see the end 
from the beginning.’ I replied that I would like to see at 
least a step or two ahead. Then came the lesson of a 
lifetime: ‘You must learn to walk to the edge of the 
light, and then a few steps into the darkness; then the 
light will appear and show the way before you.” 

(President Boyd K. Packer, “The Edge of the Light,” BYU Magazine, 
Mar. 1991, quoted in an August 2013 Ensign)





President Dallin H. Oaks 

“In my study of the scriptures I have 
noted that most revelation to the 
children of God comes when they 
are on the move, not when they are 
sitting back in their habitations 
waiting for the Lord to tell them the 
first step to take.” 

(“In His Own Time, in His Own Way,” 
Ensign, Aug. 2013, 22–24)







Book of Mormon Institute Student Manual 

What justification is there for a righteous man like Nephi to take the life of 
another person? The Prophet Joseph Smith (1805–44) taught that it is the Lord 
who sets the standard of right and wrong: “God said, ‘Thou shalt not kill;’ at 
another time He said ‘Thou shalt utterly destroy.’ This is the principle on which 
the government of heaven is conducted—by revelation adapted to the 
circumstances in which the children of the kingdom are placed. Whatever God 
requires is right, no matter what it is, although we may not see the reason 
thereof till long after the events transpire. If we seek first the kingdom of God, all 
good things will be added. So with Solomon: first he asked wisdom, and God 
gave it him, and with it every desire of his heart, even things which might be 
considered abominable to all who understand the order of heaven only in part, 
but which in reality were right because God gave and sanctioned by special 
revelation” (History of the Church, 5:135).



Book of Mormon Institute Student Manual 

It should be remembered that the Lord gave Laban at least two chances 
to part with the brass plates without requiring his life. Laban was a liar, a 
robber, and he had at least twice sought to murder. Stealing and 
attempted murder could both be punishable by death (see Exodus 
21:14; 22:2; Deuteronomy 24:7). The Lord wanted Lehi and his 
descendants to have the scriptural record even if “one man should 
perish” (1 Nephi 4:13) for it to happen. The brass plates blessed not only 
the Nephite and Mulekite nations, but they led to some of the written 
portions of the gold plates as well (such as Isaiah quotations and the 
allegory of Zenos). The Book of Mormon has blessed and will bless the 
lives of millions of people and nations. Ultimately, all this was at stake 
when Nephi stood over Laban and followed the voice of the Spirit.
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9 1 NEPHI 4  : 20–37

head with his own sword, I took the 
garments of Laban and put them 
upon mine own body; yea, even 
every whit; and I did gird on his 
armor about my loins.
20 And after I had done this, I went 

forth unto the treasury of Laban. 
And as I went forth towards the 
treasury of Laban, behold, I saw the 
a servant of Laban who had the keys 
of the treasury. And I commanded 
him in the voice of Laban, that he 
should go with me into the treasury.
21 And he supposed me to be his 

master, Laban, for he beheld the 
garments and also the sword girded 
about my loins.
22 And he spake unto me con-

cerning the a elders of the Jews, he 
knowing that his master, Laban, 
had been out by night among them.
23 And I spake unto him as if it 

had been Laban.
24 And I also spake unto him that I 

should carry the engravings, which 
were upon the a plates of brass, to 
my elder brethren, who were with-
out the walls.
25 And I also bade him that he 

should follow me.
26 And he, supposing that I spake 

of the a brethren of the b church, and 
that I was truly that Laban whom 
I had slain, wherefore he did fol-
low me.
27 And he spake unto me many 

times concerning the elders of the 
Jews, as I went forth unto my breth-
ren, who were without the walls.
28 And it came to pass that when 

Laman saw me he was exceedingly 
frightened, and also Lemuel and 
Sam. And they fled from before 
my presence; for they supposed it 
was Laban, and that he had slain 
me and had sought to take away 
their lives also.
29 And it came to pass that I called 

after them, and they did hear me; 
wherefore they did cease to flee 
from my presence.
30 And it came to pass that when 

the servant of Laban beheld my 
brethren he began to tremble, and 
was about to flee from before me 
and return to the city of Jerusalem.
31 And now I, Nephi, being a man 

large in stature, and also having re-
ceived much a strength of the Lord, 
therefore I did seize upon the ser-
vant of Laban, and held him, that 
he should not flee.
32 And it came to pass that I spake 

with him, that if he would hearken 
unto my words, as the Lord liveth, 
and as I live, even so that if he would 
hearken unto our words, we would 
spare his life.
33 And I spake unto him, even 

with an a oath, that he need not fear; 
that he should be a b free man like 
unto us if he would go down in the 
wilderness with us.
34 And I also spake unto him, 

saying: Surely the Lord hath a com-
manded us to do this thing; and shall 
we not be diligent in keeping the 
commandments of the Lord? There-
fore, if thou wilt go down into the 
wilderness to my father thou shalt 
have place with us.
35 And it came to pass that a Zoram 

did take courage at the words which 
I spake. Now Zoram was the name of  
the servant; and he promised that he  
would go down into the wilderness 
unto our father. Yea, and he also 
made an oath unto us that he would 
tarry with us from that time forth.
36 Now we were desirous that he 

should tarry with us for this cause, 
that the Jews might not know con-
cerning our flight into the wilder-
ness, lest they should pursue us and 
destroy us.
37 And it came to pass that when 

 20 a 2 Ne. 1:30.
 22 a 2 Sam. 17:15;  

Ezek. 8:1;  
Acts 25:15.

 24 a 1 Ne. 3:24 (12, 19–24);  
5:10 (10–22).

 26 a Ex. 2:11;  

Num. 18:6;  
2 Sam. 19:41.

  b TG Church Organization.
 31 a TG Strength;  

Strengthen.
 33 a 2 Sam. 21:7.  

TG Oath.

  b TG Free.
 34 a 1 Ne. 2:2; 3:16.
 35 a 1 Ne. 16:7;  

2 Ne. 5:6 (5–6);  
Jacob 1:13;  
Alma 54:23;  
4 Ne. 1:36 (36–37).
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Book of Mormon Institute Student Manual 

When Zoram realized that he was with Nephi and not with his master 
Laban, “he began to tremble, and was about to flee” (1 Nephi 4:30). His 
fears ceased, however, when Nephi promised the servant that he would 
not be harmed and could be a free man if he went to the wilderness with 
Lehi’s sons. When Zoram returned an oath that he would stay with Nephi 
and his brothers, their “fears did cease concerning him” (verse 37). Both 
Zoram and Nephi illustrate the potential power of a person’s integrity.



Book of Mormon Institute Student Manual 

The Book of Mormon contains a number of instances where oaths were 
taken. Oath making was taken very seriously in Nephi’s day and culture. “The 
principle on which an oath is held to be binding is incidentally laid down in 
[Hebrews 6:16] as an ultimate appeal to divine authority to ratify an 
assertion. There the Almighty is represented as promising or denouncing 
with an oath, i.e. doing so in the most positive and solemn manner. On the 
same principle, that oath has always been held most binding which appealed 
to the highest authority, both as regards individuals and communities. As a 
consequence of this principle, appeals to God’s name on the one hand, and 
to heathen deities on the other, are treated in Scripture as tests of allegiance” 
(William Smith, ed., A Dictionary of the Bible [n.d.], “Oath,” 467; see also 
commentary for 1 Nephi 4:30–37 on page 16).



1 NEPHI 5
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11 1 NEPHI 5  : 12–6  : 3

12 And also a a record of the Jews 
from the beginning, even down to 
the commencement of the reign of 
Zedekiah, king of Judah;
13 And also the prophecies of the 

holy prophets, from the beginning, 
even down to the commencement 
of the reign of a Zedekiah; and also 
many prophecies which have been 
spoken by the mouth of b Jeremiah.
14 And it came to pass that my 

father, Lehi, also found upon the 
a plates of brass a b genealogy of his 
c fathers; wherefore he knew that 
he was a descendant of d  Joseph; 
yea, even that Joseph who was the 
son of e Jacob, who was f sold into 
Egypt, and who was g preserved by 
the hand of the Lord, that he might 
preserve his father, Jacob, and all 
his household from perishing with  
famine.
15 And they were also a  led out 

of captivity and out of the land of 
Egypt, by that same God who had 
preserved them.
16 And thus my father, Lehi, did 

discover the genealogy of his fathers. 
And Laban also was a descendant 
of a Joseph, wherefore he and his 
fathers had kept the b records.
17 And now when my father saw 

all these things, he was filled with 
the Spirit, and began to prophesy 
concerning his seed—
18 That these a  plates of brass 

should go forth unto all b nations, 
kindreds, tongues, and people who 
were of his seed.
19 Wherefore, he said that these 

plates of brass should a never perish; 
neither should they be dimmed any 
more by time. And he prophesied 
many things concerning his seed.
20 And it came to pass that thus 

far I and my father had kept the 
commandments wherewith the 
Lord had commanded us.
21 And we had obtained the records 

which the Lord had commanded us, 
and searched them and found that 
they were desirable; yea, even of  
great a worth unto us, insomuch that 
we could b preserve the command-
ments of the Lord unto our children.
22 Wherefore, it was wisdom in the 

Lord that we should carry them with 
us, as we journeyed in the wilder-
ness towards the land of promise.

CHAPTER 6
Nephi writes of the things of God—
Nephi’s purpose is to persuade men to 
come unto the God of Abraham and be 
saved. About 600–592 B.C.
AND now I, Nephi, do not give the 
genealogy of my fathers in a this 
part of my record; neither at any 
time shall I give it after upon these 
b plates which I am c writing; for it is 
given in the record which has been 
kept by my d father; wherefore, I do 
not write it in this work.
2 For it sufficeth me to say that we 

are descendants of a Joseph.
3 And it mattereth not to me that I 

am particular to give a full account 
of all the things of my father, for 
they cannot be written upon a these 

 12 a 1 Chr. 9:1.  
TG Scriptures,  
Writing of.

 13 a 2 Kgs. 24:18; Jer. 37:1.
  b Ezra 1:1;  

Jer. 36:32 (17–32);  
1 Ne. 7:14; Hel. 8:20.

 14 a Mosiah 2:34.
  b 1 Ne. 3:3, 12; Jarom 1:1.  

TG Book of 
Remembrance.

  c TG Israel, Origins of.
  d 2 Ne. 3:4; Alma 10:3.  

TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

  e Gen. 25:26;  

2 Ne. 20:21;  
Alma 7:25;  
D&C 27:10.

  f Gen. 37:36 (29–36).
  g TG Protection, Divine.
 15 a Gen. 15:14 (13–14);  

Ex. 15:13;  
Amos 3:1 (1–2);  
1 Ne. 17:31 (23–31); 19:10;  
D&C 103:16 (16–18); 
136:22.

 16 a 2 Chr. 15:9;  
1 Ne. 6:2.  
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

  b TG Record Keeping.

 18 a Alma 22:12.
  b JS—H 1:33.
 19 a Alma 37:4.
 21 a TG Scriptures, Value of.
  b TG Scriptures, 

Preservation of.
6 1 a 2 Ne. 4:15.
  b 1 Ne. 9:2.
  c TG Scriptures,  

Writing of.
  d 1 Ne. 1:17 (16–17);  

19:1 (1–6).
 2 a 1 Ne. 5:16 (14–16).
 3 a Jacob 7:27;  

Jarom 1:2 (2, 14);  
Omni 1:1, 30.
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11 1 NEPHI 5  : 12–6  : 3

12 And also a a record of the Jews 
from the beginning, even down to 
the commencement of the reign of 
Zedekiah, king of Judah;
13 And also the prophecies of the 

holy prophets, from the beginning, 
even down to the commencement 
of the reign of a Zedekiah; and also 
many prophecies which have been 
spoken by the mouth of b Jeremiah.
14 And it came to pass that my 

father, Lehi, also found upon the 
a plates of brass a b genealogy of his 
c fathers; wherefore he knew that 
he was a descendant of d  Joseph; 
yea, even that Joseph who was the 
son of e Jacob, who was f sold into 
Egypt, and who was g preserved by 
the hand of the Lord, that he might 
preserve his father, Jacob, and all 
his household from perishing with  
famine.
15 And they were also a  led out 

of captivity and out of the land of 
Egypt, by that same God who had 
preserved them.
16 And thus my father, Lehi, did 

discover the genealogy of his fathers. 
And Laban also was a descendant 
of a Joseph, wherefore he and his 
fathers had kept the b records.
17 And now when my father saw 

all these things, he was filled with 
the Spirit, and began to prophesy 
concerning his seed—
18 That these a  plates of brass 

should go forth unto all b nations, 
kindreds, tongues, and people who 
were of his seed.
19 Wherefore, he said that these 

plates of brass should a never perish; 
neither should they be dimmed any 
more by time. And he prophesied 
many things concerning his seed.
20 And it came to pass that thus 

far I and my father had kept the 
commandments wherewith the 
Lord had commanded us.
21 And we had obtained the records 

which the Lord had commanded us, 
and searched them and found that 
they were desirable; yea, even of  
great a worth unto us, insomuch that 
we could b preserve the command-
ments of the Lord unto our children.
22 Wherefore, it was wisdom in the 

Lord that we should carry them with 
us, as we journeyed in the wilder-
ness towards the land of promise.

CHAPTER 6
Nephi writes of the things of God—
Nephi’s purpose is to persuade men to 
come unto the God of Abraham and be 
saved. About 600–592 B.C.
AND now I, Nephi, do not give the 
genealogy of my fathers in a this 
part of my record; neither at any 
time shall I give it after upon these 
b plates which I am c writing; for it is 
given in the record which has been 
kept by my d father; wherefore, I do 
not write it in this work.
2 For it sufficeth me to say that we 

are descendants of a Joseph.
3 And it mattereth not to me that I 

am particular to give a full account 
of all the things of my father, for 
they cannot be written upon a these 

 12 a 1 Chr. 9:1.  
TG Scriptures,  
Writing of.

 13 a 2 Kgs. 24:18; Jer. 37:1.
  b Ezra 1:1;  

Jer. 36:32 (17–32);  
1 Ne. 7:14; Hel. 8:20.

 14 a Mosiah 2:34.
  b 1 Ne. 3:3, 12; Jarom 1:1.  

TG Book of 
Remembrance.

  c TG Israel, Origins of.
  d 2 Ne. 3:4; Alma 10:3.  

TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

  e Gen. 25:26;  

2 Ne. 20:21;  
Alma 7:25;  
D&C 27:10.

  f Gen. 37:36 (29–36).
  g TG Protection, Divine.
 15 a Gen. 15:14 (13–14);  

Ex. 15:13;  
Amos 3:1 (1–2);  
1 Ne. 17:31 (23–31); 19:10;  
D&C 103:16 (16–18); 
136:22.

 16 a 2 Chr. 15:9;  
1 Ne. 6:2.  
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

  b TG Record Keeping.

 18 a Alma 22:12.
  b JS—H 1:33.
 19 a Alma 37:4.
 21 a TG Scriptures, Value of.
  b TG Scriptures, 

Preservation of.
6 1 a 2 Ne. 4:15.
  b 1 Ne. 9:2.
  c TG Scriptures,  

Writing of.
  d 1 Ne. 1:17 (16–17);  

19:1 (1–6).
 2 a 1 Ne. 5:16 (14–16).
 3 a Jacob 7:27;  

Jarom 1:2 (2, 14);  
Omni 1:1, 30.

121 NEPHI 6  : 4–7  : 10

plates, for I desire the room that 
I may write of the things of God.
4 For the fulness of mine intent is 

that I may a persuade men to b come 
unto the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
and be saved.
5 Wherefore, the things which 

are a pleasing unto the world I do 
not write, but the things which are 
pleasing unto God and unto those 
who are not of the world.
6 Wherefore, I shall give com-

mandment unto my seed, that they 
shall not occupy these plates with 
things which are not of worth unto 
the children of men.

CHAPTER 7
Lehi’s sons return to Jerusalem and  
invite Ishmael and his household to  
join them in their journey—Laman 
and others rebel—Nephi exhorts his  
brethren to have faith in the Lord—
They bind him with cords and plan his  
destruction—He is freed by the power 
of faith—His brethren ask forgiveness—
Lehi and his company offer sacrifice 
and burnt offerings. About 600–592 B.C.
AND now I would that ye might 
know, that after my father, Lehi, 
had made an end of a prophesying 
concerning his seed, it came to pass 
that the Lord spake unto him again, 
saying that it was not meet for him, 
Lehi, that he should take his fam-
ily into the wilderness alone; but 
that his sons should take b daugh-
ters to c wife, that they might raise 
up d seed unto the Lord in the land  
of promise.
2 And it came to pass that the Lord 

a commanded him that I, Nephi, and 
my brethren, should again return 
unto the land of Jerusalem, and 

bring down Ishmael and his family 
into the wilderness.
3 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, 

did a again, with my brethren, go 
forth into the wilderness to go up 
to Jerusalem.
4 And it came to pass that we  

went up unto the house of Ishmael, 
and we did gain favor in the sight 
of Ishmael, insomuch that we did 
speak unto him the words of the  
Lord.
5 And it came to pass that the a Lord 

did soften the heart of Ishmael, 
and also his household, insomuch 
that they took their journey with 
us down into the wilderness to the 
tent of our father.
6 And it came to pass that as we 

journeyed in the wilderness, be-
hold Laman and Lemuel, and two 
of the a daughters of Ishmael, and 
the two b sons of Ishmael and their 
families, did c rebel against us; yea, 
against me, Nephi, and Sam, and 
their father, Ishmael, and his wife, 
and his three other daughters.
7 And it came to pass in the which 

rebellion, they were desirous to re-
turn unto the land of Jerusalem.
8 And now I, Nephi, being a grieved 

for the hardness of their hearts, 
therefore I spake unto them, say-
ing, yea, even unto Laman and unto 
Lemuel: Behold ye are mine elder 
brethren, and how is it that ye 
are so hard in your hearts, and so 
blind in your minds, that ye have 
need that I, your b younger brother, 
should speak unto you, yea, and set 
an c example for you?
9 How is it that ye have not heark-

ened unto the word of the Lord?
10 How is it that ye have a forgot-

ten that ye have seen an angel of 
the Lord?

 4 a Luke 1:4 (3–4);  
John 20:31 (30–31).

  b 2 Ne. 9:41 (41, 45, 51).
 5 a Gal. 1:10;  

1 Thes. 2:4;  
Heb. 13:21;  
W of M 1:4.

7 1 a 1 Ne. 1:16.
  b 1 Ne. 16:7.

  c TG Marriage, Marry.
  d Ps. 127:3.
 2 a 1 Ne. 16:8.
 3 a 1 Ne. 3:2.
 5 a TG Guidance, Divine.
 6 a 1 Ne. 16:7 (7, 27).
  b 2 Ne. 4:10.
  c 1 Ne. 17:18 (17–55).
 8 a Mosiah 28:3;  

Alma 31:2;  
3 Ne. 17:14;  
Moses 7:41.

  b 1 Chr. 29:1;  
D&C 1:19 (19, 23).

  c TG Example.
 10 a Deut. 4:9 (9–13);  

1 Ne. 4:3.



Plates of Brass:  
1 Nephi 3–4; 5:10–16; 19:21–24; Omni 1:14; Mosiah 1:1–14; Alma 37:1–7; 3 Nephi 1:2.

• Five books of Moses 
• Prophesies through the 

reign of Zedekiah 
(including some from 
Jeremiah) 

• Genealogy of Lehi 

• History of Jews to reign of 
Zedekiah 1 

• Writings of Isaiah 

• Prophesies of Joseph 

• Are written in the 
language of the Egyptians

1 Nephi 5:10–16

Omni 1:14

1 Nephi 19:22–22:1

2 Nephi 4:2

Mosiah 1:4

Lehi “did search them from the beginning.” 
(1 Nephi 5:10)



Elder D. Todd Christofferson 

“When I say ‘study,’ I mean something more than reading. 
It is a good thing sometimes to read a book of scripture 
within a set period of time to get an overall sense of its 
message, but for conversion, you should care more about 
the amount of time you spend in the scriptures than 
about the amount you read in that time. I see you 
sometimes reading a few verses, stopping to ponder 
them, carefully reading the verses again, and as you 
think about what they mean, praying for understanding, 
asking questions in your mind, waiting for spiritual 
impressions, and writing down the impressions and 
insights that come so you can remember and learn more.



Elder D. Todd Christofferson 

“Studying in this way, you may not read a lot of 
chapters or verses in a half hour, but you will be giving 
place in your heart for the word of God, and He will be 
speaking to you. Remember Alma’s description of what 
it feels like: ‘It beginneth to enlarge my soul; yea, it 
beginneth to enlighten my understanding, yea, it 
beginneth to be delicious to me’ [Alma 32:28].”  

(“When Thou Art Converted,” Apr 2004 GC, Ensign or Liahona, May 
2004, 11–12).



Elder Bruce R. McConkie 

He explained that the plates of brass “were ‘the record of 
the Jews’ (1 Ne. 3:3), a record of many of the prophecies 
from the beginning down to and including part of those 
spoken by Jeremiah. On them was the law of Moses, the 
five books of Moses, and the genealogy of the Nephite 
forbears. (1 Ne. 3:3, 20; 4:15–16; 5:11–14.) 

“There was more on them than there is in the Old 
Testament as we now have it. (1 Ne. 13:23.) The 
prophecies of Zenock, Neum, Zenos, Joseph the son of 
Jacob, and probably many other prophets were 
preserved by them, and many of these writings foretold 
matters pertaining to the Nephites. (1 Ne. 19:10, 21; 2 Ne. 
4:2, 15; 3 Ne. 10:17.)



Elder Bruce R. McConkie 

“The value of the Brass Plates to the Nephites cannot be 
overestimated. By means of them they were able to 
preserve the language (1 Ne. 3:19), most of the 
civilization, and the religious knowledge of the people 
from whence they came. (1 Ne. 22:30.) By way of contrast, 
the Mulekites, who were led out of Jerusalem some 11 
years after Lehi’s departure, and who had no record 
equivalent to the Brass Plates, soon dwindled in apostasy 
and unbelief and lost their language, civilization, and 
religion. (Omni 14–18.)



Elder Bruce R. McConkie 

“From prophet to prophet and generation to generation 
the Brass Plates were handed down and preserved by the 
Nephites. (Mosiah 1:16; 28:20; 3 Ne. 1:2.) At some future 
date the Lord has promised to bring them forth, 
undimmed by time and retaining their original 
brightness, and the scriptural accounts recorded on them 
are to ‘go forth unto every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
people.’ (Alma 37:3–5; 1 Ne. 5:18–19.)” (Mormon Doctrine, 
2nd ed. [1966], 103).



From the Lineage of Joseph (1 Nephi 5:16) 

Lehi
From Joseph’s Son Manasseh 

(Alma 10:3)
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11 1 NEPHI 5  : 12–6  : 3

12 And also a a record of the Jews 
from the beginning, even down to 
the commencement of the reign of 
Zedekiah, king of Judah;
13 And also the prophecies of the 

holy prophets, from the beginning, 
even down to the commencement 
of the reign of a Zedekiah; and also 
many prophecies which have been 
spoken by the mouth of b Jeremiah.
14 And it came to pass that my 

father, Lehi, also found upon the 
a plates of brass a b genealogy of his 
c fathers; wherefore he knew that 
he was a descendant of d  Joseph; 
yea, even that Joseph who was the 
son of e Jacob, who was f sold into 
Egypt, and who was g preserved by 
the hand of the Lord, that he might 
preserve his father, Jacob, and all 
his household from perishing with  
famine.
15 And they were also a  led out 

of captivity and out of the land of 
Egypt, by that same God who had 
preserved them.
16 And thus my father, Lehi, did 

discover the genealogy of his fathers. 
And Laban also was a descendant 
of a Joseph, wherefore he and his 
fathers had kept the b records.
17 And now when my father saw 

all these things, he was filled with 
the Spirit, and began to prophesy 
concerning his seed—
18 That these a  plates of brass 

should go forth unto all b nations, 
kindreds, tongues, and people who 
were of his seed.
19 Wherefore, he said that these 

plates of brass should a never perish; 
neither should they be dimmed any 
more by time. And he prophesied 
many things concerning his seed.
20 And it came to pass that thus 

far I and my father had kept the 
commandments wherewith the 
Lord had commanded us.
21 And we had obtained the records 

which the Lord had commanded us, 
and searched them and found that 
they were desirable; yea, even of  
great a worth unto us, insomuch that 
we could b preserve the command-
ments of the Lord unto our children.
22 Wherefore, it was wisdom in the 

Lord that we should carry them with 
us, as we journeyed in the wilder-
ness towards the land of promise.

CHAPTER 6
Nephi writes of the things of God—
Nephi’s purpose is to persuade men to 
come unto the God of Abraham and be 
saved. About 600–592 B.C.
AND now I, Nephi, do not give the 
genealogy of my fathers in a this 
part of my record; neither at any 
time shall I give it after upon these 
b plates which I am c writing; for it is 
given in the record which has been 
kept by my d father; wherefore, I do 
not write it in this work.
2 For it sufficeth me to say that we 

are descendants of a Joseph.
3 And it mattereth not to me that I 

am particular to give a full account 
of all the things of my father, for 
they cannot be written upon a these 

 12 a 1 Chr. 9:1.  
TG Scriptures,  
Writing of.

 13 a 2 Kgs. 24:18; Jer. 37:1.
  b Ezra 1:1;  

Jer. 36:32 (17–32);  
1 Ne. 7:14; Hel. 8:20.

 14 a Mosiah 2:34.
  b 1 Ne. 3:3, 12; Jarom 1:1.  

TG Book of 
Remembrance.

  c TG Israel, Origins of.
  d 2 Ne. 3:4; Alma 10:3.  

TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

  e Gen. 25:26;  

2 Ne. 20:21;  
Alma 7:25;  
D&C 27:10.

  f Gen. 37:36 (29–36).
  g TG Protection, Divine.
 15 a Gen. 15:14 (13–14);  

Ex. 15:13;  
Amos 3:1 (1–2);  
1 Ne. 17:31 (23–31); 19:10;  
D&C 103:16 (16–18); 
136:22.

 16 a 2 Chr. 15:9;  
1 Ne. 6:2.  
TG Israel, Joseph,  
People of.

  b TG Record Keeping.

 18 a Alma 22:12.
  b JS—H 1:33.
 19 a Alma 37:4.
 21 a TG Scriptures, Value of.
  b TG Scriptures, 

Preservation of.
6 1 a 2 Ne. 4:15.
  b 1 Ne. 9:2.
  c TG Scriptures,  

Writing of.
  d 1 Ne. 1:17 (16–17);  

19:1 (1–6).
 2 a 1 Ne. 5:16 (14–16).
 3 a Jacob 7:27;  

Jarom 1:2 (2, 14);  
Omni 1:1, 30.

121 NEPHI 6  : 4–7  : 10

plates, for I desire the room that 
I may write of the things of God.
4 For the fulness of mine intent is 

that I may a persuade men to b come 
unto the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 
and be saved.
5 Wherefore, the things which 

are a pleasing unto the world I do 
not write, but the things which are 
pleasing unto God and unto those 
who are not of the world.
6 Wherefore, I shall give com-

mandment unto my seed, that they 
shall not occupy these plates with 
things which are not of worth unto 
the children of men.

CHAPTER 7
Lehi’s sons return to Jerusalem and  
invite Ishmael and his household to  
join them in their journey—Laman 
and others rebel—Nephi exhorts his  
brethren to have faith in the Lord—
They bind him with cords and plan his  
destruction—He is freed by the power 
of faith—His brethren ask forgiveness—
Lehi and his company offer sacrifice 
and burnt offerings. About 600–592 B.C.
AND now I would that ye might 
know, that after my father, Lehi, 
had made an end of a prophesying 
concerning his seed, it came to pass 
that the Lord spake unto him again, 
saying that it was not meet for him, 
Lehi, that he should take his fam-
ily into the wilderness alone; but 
that his sons should take b daugh-
ters to c wife, that they might raise 
up d seed unto the Lord in the land  
of promise.
2 And it came to pass that the Lord 

a commanded him that I, Nephi, and 
my brethren, should again return 
unto the land of Jerusalem, and 

bring down Ishmael and his family 
into the wilderness.
3 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, 

did a again, with my brethren, go 
forth into the wilderness to go up 
to Jerusalem.
4 And it came to pass that we  

went up unto the house of Ishmael, 
and we did gain favor in the sight 
of Ishmael, insomuch that we did 
speak unto him the words of the  
Lord.
5 And it came to pass that the a Lord 

did soften the heart of Ishmael, 
and also his household, insomuch 
that they took their journey with 
us down into the wilderness to the 
tent of our father.
6 And it came to pass that as we 

journeyed in the wilderness, be-
hold Laman and Lemuel, and two 
of the a daughters of Ishmael, and 
the two b sons of Ishmael and their 
families, did c rebel against us; yea, 
against me, Nephi, and Sam, and 
their father, Ishmael, and his wife, 
and his three other daughters.
7 And it came to pass in the which 

rebellion, they were desirous to re-
turn unto the land of Jerusalem.
8 And now I, Nephi, being a grieved 

for the hardness of their hearts, 
therefore I spake unto them, say-
ing, yea, even unto Laman and unto 
Lemuel: Behold ye are mine elder 
brethren, and how is it that ye 
are so hard in your hearts, and so 
blind in your minds, that ye have 
need that I, your b younger brother, 
should speak unto you, yea, and set 
an c example for you?
9 How is it that ye have not heark-

ened unto the word of the Lord?
10 How is it that ye have a forgot-

ten that ye have seen an angel of 
the Lord?
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 5 a Gal. 1:10;  

1 Thes. 2:4;  
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W of M 1:4.

7 1 a 1 Ne. 1:16.
  b 1 Ne. 16:7.

  c TG Marriage, Marry.
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 2 a 1 Ne. 16:8.
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12 And also a a record of the Jews 
from the beginning, even down to 
the commencement of the reign of 
Zedekiah, king of Judah;
13 And also the prophecies of the 

holy prophets, from the beginning, 
even down to the commencement 
of the reign of a Zedekiah; and also 
many prophecies which have been 
spoken by the mouth of b Jeremiah.
14 And it came to pass that my 

father, Lehi, also found upon the 
a plates of brass a b genealogy of his 
c fathers; wherefore he knew that 
he was a descendant of d  Joseph; 
yea, even that Joseph who was the 
son of e Jacob, who was f sold into 
Egypt, and who was g preserved by 
the hand of the Lord, that he might 
preserve his father, Jacob, and all 
his household from perishing with  
famine.
15 And they were also a  led out 

of captivity and out of the land of 
Egypt, by that same God who had 
preserved them.
16 And thus my father, Lehi, did 

discover the genealogy of his fathers. 
And Laban also was a descendant 
of a Joseph, wherefore he and his 
fathers had kept the b records.
17 And now when my father saw 

all these things, he was filled with 
the Spirit, and began to prophesy 
concerning his seed—
18 That these a  plates of brass 

should go forth unto all b nations, 
kindreds, tongues, and people who 
were of his seed.
19 Wherefore, he said that these 

plates of brass should a never perish; 
neither should they be dimmed any 
more by time. And he prophesied 
many things concerning his seed.
20 And it came to pass that thus 

far I and my father had kept the 
commandments wherewith the 
Lord had commanded us.
21 And we had obtained the records 

which the Lord had commanded us, 
and searched them and found that 
they were desirable; yea, even of  
great a worth unto us, insomuch that 
we could b preserve the command-
ments of the Lord unto our children.
22 Wherefore, it was wisdom in the 

Lord that we should carry them with 
us, as we journeyed in the wilder-
ness towards the land of promise.

CHAPTER 6
Nephi writes of the things of God—
Nephi’s purpose is to persuade men to 
come unto the God of Abraham and be 
saved. About 600–592 B.C.
AND now I, Nephi, do not give the 
genealogy of my fathers in a this 
part of my record; neither at any 
time shall I give it after upon these 
b plates which I am c writing; for it is 
given in the record which has been 
kept by my d father; wherefore, I do 
not write it in this work.
2 For it sufficeth me to say that we 

are descendants of a Joseph.
3 And it mattereth not to me that I 

am particular to give a full account 
of all the things of my father, for 
they cannot be written upon a these 
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