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November 9-15, 2020: Ether 1-5



AD 1 AD 4001000 BC 600 BC2000 BC

Nephites, Lamanites, Mulekites

Jaredites

Book of Mormon Timeline



AD 1 AD 4001000 BC 600 BC2000 BC

Book of Mormon Timeline

AD 1000 AD 2000

From Jared to Moroni - 2600 years 

From Lehi to Us - 2600 years 



The Plates of Ether - The Book of Mormon to the Book of Mormon People

Tells the story of a people from a biblical time and place 

They are led from a wicked city though the wilderness 

They are brought across the great sea to a promised land in the 
Americas 

Tells of their righteousness and wickedness 

Introduces the danger of secret combinations 

The people become wicked and are destroyed in a massive civil war 

The last prophet writes the account on gold plates 

Hides them up 

Another nation led by God finds them and they are translated by the 
gift and power of God



Nephites

Nephi

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Mosiah 8:7–9; 21:25–27

The first account of the Jaredites 
was given in the book of Omni. 
The people of Zarahemla brought 
k i n g M o s i a h t h e s t o n e o f 
Coriantumr which he translated by 
the gift and power of God (see 
Omni 1:20-22).

Where did the Book of 
Ether come from?

Jaredites



Nephites

Nephi

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Mosiah 8:7–9; 21:25–27

Limhi sent a group to find 
Zarahemla and get help to rescue 
them f rom bondage to the 
Lamanites. The group discovers 
the ruins of a destroyed nation and 
24 gold plates. (See Mosiah 8:7–9; 
21:25–27.) 

Where did the Book of 
Ether come from?

Jaredites



Nephites

Nephi

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Mosiah 28:11-19

Eventually Limhi delivered the plates 
to Mosiah II who translated them by 
the gift and power of God. The 
account was made known to the 
Nephites and included in the Book of 
Mormon so that, “all people should 
know the things which are written in 
this account.” (See Mosiah 28:11-19.) 

Where did the Book of 
Ether come from?



Ether 15:33-34

The book is named for the prophet 
Ether, who was the last prophet of 
the Jaredites and who created a 
record of their history (see Ether 
15:33–34).

Where did the Book of 
Ether come from?

Jaredites
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“While residing in Kirtland Elder Reynolds Cahoon had 
a son born to him. One day when President Joseph 
Smith was passing his door he called the Prophet in 
and asked him to bless and name the baby. Joseph did 
so and gave the boy the name of Mahonri Moriancumer. 
When he had finished the blessing he laid the child on 
the bed, and turning to Elder Cahoon he said, the name 
I have given your son is the name of the brother of 
Jared; the Lord has just shown [or revealed] it to me. 
Elder William F. Cahoon, who was standing near heard 
the Prophet make this statement to his father; and this 
was the first time the name of the brother of Jared was 
known in the Church in this dispensation”  

(George Reynolds, “The Jaredites,” Juvenile Instructor, May 1, 1892, 282).



M
or

on
i o

n 
Ab

rid
gi

ng
 

th
e 

24
 P

la
te

s 
of

 E
th

er
Th

e 
G

en
ea

lo
gy

 o
f E

th
er

 
to

 J
ar

ed

Ja
re

d 
an

d 
H

is
 B

ro
th

er
 

Ap
pe

al
 to

 th
e 

Lo
rd



Ja
re

d 
an

d 
H

is
 B

ro
th

er
 A

pp
ea

l t
o 

th
e 

Lo
rd

Th
e 

Ja
re

di
te

s 
Be

gi
n 

Th
ei

r T
ra

ve
ls

M
or

on
i o

n 
th

e 
D

ec
re

es
 o

f 
G

od
 c

on
ce

rn
in

g 
th

e 
La

nd
C

ha
st

en
in

g 
in

 th
e 

W
ild

er
ne

ss



“Do you get answers to your prayers? If not, perhaps you 
did not pay the price. Do you offer a few trite words and 
worn-out phrases, or do you talk intimately to the Lord? 
Do you pray occasionally when you should be praying 
regularly, often, constantly? Do you offer pennies to pay 
heavy debts when you should give dollars to erase that 
obligation? 

“When you pray, do you just speak, or do you also listen? 
Your Savior said, ‘Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.’ (Rev. 3:20.) 

“… Should we ever fail to get an answer to our prayers, we 
must look into our lives for a reason”  

(President Spencer W. Kimball “Prayer,” New Era, Mar. 1978, 17).
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Gen 10:8-10 Nimrod: he began to 
be a mighty one in the earth. He 
was a mighty hunter before the 
Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as 
Nimrod the mighty hunter before 
the Lord. And the beginning of his 
kingdom was Babel 



Babel



Down to the 
Vally of  Nimrod

Babel

Jared + Family 
Brother + Family 
Friends (about 22 souls)
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The Lord led them in the wilderness 
where never man had been (see Ether 2:5).

Possible Route
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The Lord led them in the wilderness 
where never man had been (see Ether 2:5).

Possible Route
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AIR God gives instructions



(Then) Elder Russell M. Nelson said that he has 
often heard President Gordon B. Hinckley say, “I 
don’t know how to get anything done except 
getting on my knees and pleading for help and 
then getting on my feet and going to work”  

(in Conference Report, Oct. 1997, 18; or Ensign, Nov. 1997, 16). 



“The Lord talked to him about it a little and then he 
said this: ‘What will ye that I should do that ye may 
have light in your vessels?’ (Ether 2:23.) In effect, 
‘What are you asking me for? This is something you 
should have solved.’ And he talked a little more, and 
he repeated in essence the question: ‘What will ye 
that I should prepare for you that ye may have light 
when ye are swallowed up in the depths of the 
sea?’ (Ether 2:25.) In other words, ‘Moriancumer, this 
is your problem. Why are you troubling me? I’ve 
given you your agency; you are endowed with 
capacity and ability. Get out and solve the problem’”  

(Elder Bruce R. McConkie “Agency or Inspiration?” New Era, Jan. 
1975, 40–41).
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AIR God gives instructions

LIGHT We should come up 
with our own solution

STEER God will take care of 
the problem for us.
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“I plead with you to increase your spiritual 
capacity to receive revelation. … Choose to do 
the spiritual work required to enjoy the gift of 
the Holy Ghost and hear the voice of the Spirit 
more frequently and more clearly”  

(President Russell M. Nelson, “Revelation for the Church, Revelation 
for Our Lives,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2018, 96).
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“Redemptive faith must often be exercised 
toward experiences in the future—the unknown, 
which provides an opportunity for the 
miraculous. Exacting faith, mountain-moving 
faith, faith like that of the brother of Jared, 
precedes the miracle and the knowledge. … 
Faith is to agree unconditionally—and in 
advance—to whatever conditions God may 
require in both the near and distant future”  

(Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant: The Messianic 
Message of the Book of Mormon [1997], 18–19).



“Christ was saying to the brother of Jared, 
‘Never have I showed myself unto man in this 
manner, without my volition, driven solely by the 
faith of the beholder’” 

(Jeffrey R. Holland, Christ and the New Covenant: The Messianic 
Message of the Book of Mormon [1997], 23).



Br
ot

he
r o

f J
ar

ed
 S

ee
s 

th
e 

Pr
em

or
ta

l C
hr

is
t

M
or

on
i o

n 
a 

Kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 G
od

A 
Se

al
ed

 V
is

io
n 

of
 A

ll 
Th

in
gs

M
or

on
i o

n 
th

e 
Se

al
ed

 P
or

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
G

ol
d 

Pl
at

es





Br
ot

he
r o

f J
ar

ed
 S

ee
s 

th
e 

Pr
em

or
ta

l C
hr

is
t

M
or

on
i o

n 
a 

Kn
ow

le
dg

e 
of

 G
od

A 
Se

al
ed

 V
is

io
n 

of
 A

ll 
Th

in
gs

M
or

on
i o

n 
th

e 
Se

al
ed

 P
or

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
G

ol
d 

Pl
at

es



M
or

on
i o

n 
th

e 
Lo

rd
’s

 P
ro

m
is

es
 o

f A
dd

iti
on

al
 

Re
ve

la
tio

n 
fo

r T
ho

se
 W

ho
 B

el
ie

ve

M
or

on
i’s

 M
es

sa
ge

 to
 th

e 
Fu

tu
re

 T
ra

ns
la

to
r

2 Nephi 27:7–10 tells us that the 
sealed portion of the Book of 
Mormon contains a revelation of “all 
things from the foundation of the 
world unto the end thereof.” 
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“Furthermore, their testimony stands uncontradicted 
by any other witnesses. Reject it one may, but how 
does one explain three men of good character uniting 
and persisting in this published testimony to the end 
of their lives in the face of great ridicule and other 
personal disadvantage? Like the Book of Mormon 
itself, there is no better explanation than is given in 
the testimony itself, the solemn statement of good 
and honest men who told what they saw. … 

“… Witnesses are important, and the testimony of the 
Three Witnesses to the Book of Mormon is 
impressive and reliable”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks  in Conference Report, Apr. 1999, 46, 49; or “The 
Witness: Martin Harris,” Ensign, May 1999, 35–37).


