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“No man can say that this book (laying his hand on the 
Bible) is true, is the word of the Lord, is the way, is the 
guide-board in the path, and a charter by which we 
may learn the will of God; and at the same time say, 
that the Book of Mormon is untrue; if he has had the 
privilege of reading it, or of hearing it read, and 
learning its doctrines. There is not that person on the 
face of the earth who has had the privilege of learning 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ from these two books, who 
can say that one is true, and the other is false”  

(Discourses of Brigham Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe [1954], 459).



“May I remind you for a moment of the greatness and of 
the goodness of this man Mormon. He lived on this 
American continent in the fourth century after Christ. 
When Mormon was a boy of ten, the historian of the 
people, whose name was Ammaron, described him as ‘a 
sober child, and … quick to observe’ (Mormon 1:2). 
Ammaron gave him a charge that when he reached the 
age of twenty-four, he was to take custody of the records 
of the generations who had preceded him. 

“The years that followed Mormon’s childhood were years 
of terrible bloodshed for his nation, the result of a long and 
vicious and terrible war between those who were called 
Nephites and those who were called Lamanites. 

“Mormon later became the leader of the armies of the 
Nephites and witnessed the carnage of his people, making 
it plain to them that their repeated defeats came because 
they forsook the Lord and He in turn abandoned them. … 



they forsook the Lord and He in turn abandoned them. … 

“He wrote to our generation with words of warning and 
pleading, proclaiming with eloquence his testimony of the 
resurrected Christ. He warned of calamities to come if we 
should forsake the ways of the Lord as his own people had 
done. 

“Knowing that his own life would soon be brought to an 
end, as his enemies hunted the survivors, he pleaded for 
our generation to walk with faith, hope, and charity, 
declaring, ‘Charity is the pure love of Christ, and it 
endureth forever; and whoso is found possessed of it at 
the last day, it shall be well with him’ (Moroni 7:47). 

“Such was the goodness, the strength, the power, the 
faith, the prophetic heart of the prophet-leader Mormon”  

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Oct. 1990, 69–
70; or Ensign, Nov. 1990, 52).
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“‘Do you read the Scriptures, my brethren and sisters, 
as though you were writing them a thousand, two 
thousand, or five thousand years ago? Do you read 
them as though you stood in the place of the men who 
wrote them? If you do not feel thus, it is your privilege 
to do so, that you may be as familiar with the spirit and 
meaning of the written word of God as you are with 
your daily walk and conversation’  

(Discourses of Brigham Young, sel. John A. Widtsoe [Salt Lake City: 
Deseret Book Co., 1941], p. 128).
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“The truth is, simply, that he was a prophet of God—
nothing more and not one whit less! 

“The scriptures did not come so much from Joseph 
Smith as they did through him. He was a conduit 
through which the revelations were given. … 

“The Prophet Joseph Smith was an unschooled farm 
boy. To read some of his early letters in the original 
shows him to be somewhat unpolished in spelling and 
grammar and in expression. 

“That the revelations came through him in any form of 
literary refinement is nothing short of a miracle”  

(President Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Apr. 1974, 137; or 
Ensign, May 1974, 94).



“I commend you faithful Saints who are striving to 
flood the earth and your lives with the Book of 
Mormon. Not only must we move forward in a 
monumental manner more copies of the Book of 
Mormon, but we must move boldly forward into our 
own lives and throughout the earth more of its 
marvelous messages”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1989 “Beware 
of Pride”, 3; or Ensign, May 1989, 4).
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“Except in the case of His only perfect Begotten 
Son, imperfect people are all God has ever had to 
work with. … When you see imperfection, 
remember that the limitation is not in the divinity of 
the work”  

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland “Lord, I Believe,” Ensign or Liahona, May 
2013, 94).
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“We all hear and read a great deal these days about our polluted 
physical environment—acid rain, smog, toxic wastes. But … there is 
another kind of pollution that is much more dangerous—the moral and 
spiritual. 

“In a recent conference, Elder Boyd K. Packer said, ‘As we test the 
moral environment, we find the pollution index is spiraling upward’ (in 
Conference Report, Apr. 1992, p. 91; or Ensign, May 1992, 66). The 
Apostle Paul foresaw ‘that in the last days perilous times shall come’ (2 
Timothy 3:1). And speaking of the last days, the prophet Moroni 
declared, ‘Yea, it shall come in a day when there shall be great 
pollutions upon the face of the earth’ (Mormon 8:31). 

“Sadly, the effects of this great pollution are perhaps most evident in the 
mass media, films, television, and popular music. Of this, Senator 
Robert D. Byrd said, ‘If we in this nation continue to sow the images of 
murder, violence, drug abuse, … perversion, [and] pornography … 
before the eyes of millions of children, year after year and day after day, 



“Sadly, the effects of this great pollution are perhaps most evident in the 
mass media, films, television, and popular music. Of this, Senator 
Robert D. Byrd said, ‘If we in this nation continue to sow the images of 
murder, violence, drug abuse, … perversion, [and] pornography … 
before the eyes of millions of children, year after year and day after day, 
we should not be surprised if the foundations of our society rot away as 
if from leprosy’ (in Michael Medved, Hollywood vs. America [New York: 
Harper Perennial, 1992], p. 194). 

“… In most areas of the mass media there seems to be a declaration of 
war against almost everything the majority treasures most: the family, 
religion, and patriotism. Marriage is degraded, while premarital and 
extramarital relations are encouraged and glamorized. Profanity and the 
foulest of vulgar gutter language bombard the ears of all who listen. … 
Human life itself is trivialized by the constant barrage of violence and 
killings”  

(Elder Joe J. Christensen in Conference Report, Oct. 1993, 12; or Ensign, Nov. 1993, 11).
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“The antidote for pride is humility—meekness, 
submissiveness (see Alma 7:23). It is the broken heart 
and contrite spirit (see 3 Nephi 9:20; 12:19; D&C 20:37; 
59:8; Psalm 34:18; Isaiah 57:15; 66:2). … 

“God will have a humble people. Either we can choose 
to be humble or we can be compelled to be humble. … 

“Let us choose to be humble”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1989 “Beware 
of Pride”, 6; or Ensign, May 1989, 6).



“We must make the Book of Mormon a center focus of 
study [because] it was written for our day. The Nephites 
never had the book; neither did the Lamanites of ancient 
times. It was meant for us. 

“If they saw our day and chose those things which would 
be of greatest worth to us, is not that how we should study 
the Book of Mormon? We should constantly ask ourselves, 
‘Why did the Lord inspire Mormon (or Moroni or Alma) to 
include that in his record? What lesson can I learn from that 
to help me live in this day and age?’ 

“And there is example after example of how that question 
will be answered” 

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Oct. 1986, 5; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1986, 6).
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“As repentance gets under way, there must be a 
deep consciousness of gui l t , and in that 
consciousness of guilt may come suffering to the 
mind, the spirit, and sometimes even to the body. In 
order to live with themselves, people who transgress 
must follow one or the other of two alternatives. The 
one is to sear their conscience or dull their 
sensitivity with mental tranquilizers so that their 
transgression may be continued. Those who choose 
this alternative eventually become calloused and 
lose their desire to repent. The other alternative is to 
permit remorse to lead one to total sorrow, then to 
repentance, and finally on to eventual forgiveness. 

“Remember this, that forgiveness can never come 
without repentance. And repentance can never come 
until one has bared his soul and admitted his actions 



repentance, and finally on to eventual forgiveness. 

“Remember this, that forgiveness can never come 
without repentance. And repentance can never come 
until one has bared his soul and admitted his actions 
without excuses or rationalizations. He must admit 
to himself that he has sinned, without the slightest 
minimization of the offense or rationalizing of its 
seriousness, or without soft-pedaling its gravity. He 
must admit that his sin is as big as it really is and not 
call a pound an ounce. Those persons who choose 
to meet the issue and transform their lives may find 
repentance the harder road at first, but they will find 
it the infinitely more desirable path as they taste of 
its fruits”  

(President Spencer W. Kimball, “The Gospel of Repentance,” Ensign, 
Oct. 1982, 4).
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“What makes [Latter-day Saints] different from most 
other Christians in the way we read and use the Bible and 
other scriptures is our belief in continuing revelation. For 
us, the scriptures are not the ultimate source of 
knowledge, but what precedes the ultimate source. The 
ultimate knowledge comes by revelation. With Moroni we 
affirm that he who denieth revelation ‘knoweth not the 
gospel of Christ’ (Morm. 9:8). 

“The word of the Lord in the scriptures is like a lamp to 
guide our feet (see Ps. 119:105), and revelation is like a 
mighty force that increases the lamp’s illumination 
manyfold. We encourage everyone to make careful study 
of the scriptures and of the prophetic teachings 
concerning them and to prayerfully seek personal 
revelation to know their meaning for themselves”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks , “Scripture Reading and Revelation,” Ensign, 
Jan. 1995, 7).
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BD: Miracles are an important element in 
the work of Jesus Christ, being not only 
divine acts, but forming also a part of the 
divine teaching. Christianity is founded on 
the greatest of all miracles, the Resurrection 
of our Lord. If that be admitted, other 
miracles cease to be improbable. Miracles 
should not be regarded as deviations from 
the ordinary course of nature so much as 
manifestations of divine or spiritual power.
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“I believe that all of us can bear witness to … miracles. 
We know children who pray for help to find a lost item 
and find it. We know of young people who gather the 
courage to stand as a witness of God and feel His 
sustaining hand. We know friends who pay their tithing 
with the last of their money and then, through a miracle, 
find themselves able to pay their tuition or their rent or 
somehow obtain food for their family. We can share 
experiences of prayers answered and priesthood 
blessings that gave courage, brought comfort, or 
restored health. These daily miracles acquaint us with the 
hand of the Lord in our lives”  

(Sister Sydney S. Reynolds, “A God of Miracles,” April 2001 GC 
Ensign, May 2001, 12). 
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“If you were offered diamonds or rubies or the Book 
of Mormon, which would you choose? Honestly, 
which is of greater worth to you?”  

(President Russell M. Nelson, “The Book of Mormon: What Would Your 
Life Be Like without It?” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2017, 61).



“I bless you with increased understanding of the 
Book of Mormon. I promise you that from this 
moment forward, if we will daily sup from its pages 
and abide by its precepts, God will pour out upon 
each child of Zion and the Church a blessing hitherto 
unknown”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1986, 100; or 
Ensign, May 1986, 78).


