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October 26-November 1, 2020: Mormon 1-6
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Remember Mormon’s description of those who turned away from 
the true path in his day. They did not sin in ignorance. They willfully 
rebelled against God. It did not occur as a universal movement. It 
began as individual members of the Church knowingly began to 
make compromises with the Lord’s standard. They sought 
justification for their diversions in the knowledge that others were 
compromising as well. Those who willfully sin soon seek to establish 
a standard of their own with which they can feel more comfortable 
and which justifies their misconduct. They also seek the association 
of those who are willing to drift with them along this path of self-
delusion. 

“As the number of drifting individuals increases, their influence 
becomes more powerful. It might be described as the ‘great and 
spacious building syndrome.’ The drifting is the more dangerous 
when its adherents continue to overtly identify with and participate 
with the group that conforms to the Lord’s way. Values and 



compromising as well. Those who willfully sin soon seek to establish 
a standard of their own with which they can feel more comfortable 
and which justifies their misconduct. They also seek the association 
of those who are willing to drift with them along this path of self-
delusion. 

“As the number of drifting individuals increases, their influence 
becomes more powerful. It might be described as the ‘great and 
spacious building syndrome.’ The drifting is the more dangerous 
when its adherents continue to overtly identify with and participate 
with the group that conforms to the Lord’s way. Values and 
standards that were once clear become clouded and uncertain. The 
norm of behavior begins to reflect this beclouding of true principles. 
Conduct that would once have caused revulsion and alarm now 
becomes somewhat commonplace”  

(“Likening the Scriptures unto Us,” in Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate Jr., eds., Alma, 
the Testimony of the Word [1992] {collection of articles}, 8).



M
or

m
on

 to
 R

ec
ei

ve
 th

e 
Re

co
rd

s

W
ar

 B
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
N

ep
hi

te
s 

an
d 

La
m

an
ite

s

W
ic

ke
dn

es
s 

Pr
ev

ai
ls

N
ep

hi
te

s 
R

et
re

at



“It is not good practice to become intrigued by Satan 
and his mysteries. No good can come from getting 
close to evil. Like playing with fire, it is too easy to 
get burned. … The only safe course is to keep well 
distanced from him and any of his wicked activities or 
nefarious practices. The mischief of devil worship, 
sorcery, casting spells, witchcraft, voodooism, black 
magic, and all other forms of demonism should be 
avoided like the plague”  

(President James E. Faust in Conference Report, Oct. 1987, 40; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1987, 33).
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Zarahemla

Bountiful

327-330th Year

Nephites

Mormon 2:1-9

Angola

Joshua
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“After recognition, real remorse floods the soul. This is a 
‘godly sorrow,’ not merely the ‘sorrow of the world’ nor 
the ‘sorrowing of the damned’ when we can no longer 
‘take happiness in sin’ (2 Corinthians 7:10; Mormon 
2:13). False remorse instead is like fondling our failings. 
In ritual regret, we mourn our mistakes but without 
mending them”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell in Conference Report, Oct. 1991, 40; or Ensign, 
Nov. 1991, 31).
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Bountiful

345th Year

Nephites Mormon 2:16-17

Angola

Joshua

Jashon Hill Shim



“While in that condition I dreamed [one night] that I 
was on a journey, and I was impressed that I ought 
to hurry—hurry with all my might, for fear I might 
be too late. I rushed on my way as fast as I possibly 
could, and I was only conscious of having just a 
little bundle, a handkerchief with a small bundle 
wrapped in it. I did not realize … what it was, when 
I was hurrying as fast as I could; but finally I came 
to a wonderful mansion. … I thought I knew that 
was my destination. As I passed towards it, as fast 
as I could, I saw a notice [which read B-A-T-H], 
‘Bath.’ I turned aside quickly and went into the bath 
and washed myself clean. I opened up this little 
bundle that I had, and there was [some] white, 
clean [clothing], a thing I had not seen for a long 
time, because the people I was with did not think 
very much of making things exceedingly clean. But 
my [clothing was] clean, and I put [it] on. Then I 



‘Bath.’ I turned aside quickly and went into the bath 
and washed myself clean. I opened up this little 
bundle that I had, and there was [some] white, 
clean [clothing], a thing I had not seen for a long 
time, because the people I was with did not think 
very much of making things exceedingly clean. But 
my [clothing was] clean, and I put [it] on. Then I 
rushed to what appeared to be a great opening, or 
door. I knocked and the door opened, and the man 
who stood there was the Prophet Joseph Smith. He 
looked at me a little reprovingly, and the first words 
he said: ‘Joseph, you are late.’ Yet I took 
confidence and [replied]: 

“‘Yes, but I am clean—I am clean!’ 

“He clasped my hand and drew me in… 

(Joseph F. Smith, “Gospel Doctrine”, 5th ed. [1939], 542–43). 
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Bountiful

345-346th Year

Nephites Mormon 2:20-26

Angola

Joshua

Jashon Hill Shim

Shem

50,000

 30,000 
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Lamanites

350th Year

Nephites

Mormon 2:28-29



While serving as a member of the Seventy, Elder Ray H. Wood 
explained: “When a person violates any of God’s 
commandments, if there is no repentance the Lord withdraws 
His protective and sustaining influence. When we lose power 
with God, we know of a certainty that the problem lies within 
us and not within God. ‘I, the Lord, am bound when ye do 
what I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no promise’ 
(D&C 82:10). Our misdeeds bring despair. They sadden and 
extinguish the ‘perfect brightness of hope’ offered by Christ (2 
Nephi 31:20). Without God’s help, we are left to ourselves”  

(in Conference Report, Apr. 1999, 54; or Ensign, May 1999, 40–41).
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President Henry B. Eyring urged us “to find ways to 
recognize and remember God’s kindness. … Pray and 
ponder, asking the questions: Did God send a message 
that was just for me? Did I see His hand in my life or the 
lives of my children? … I testify that He loves us and 
blesses us, more than most of us have yet recognized”  

(“O Remember, Remember,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2007, 67, 69).



Lamanites

360-362 Year

Nephites

Mormon 3:4-8
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“Before enjoying the harvests of righteous efforts, let us 
therefore first acknowledge God’s hand. Otherwise, the 
rationalizations appear, and they include, ‘My power and 
the might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth’ (Deuteronomy 8:17). Or, we ‘vaunt’ ourselves, as 
ancient Israel would have done (except for Gideon’s 
deliberately small army), by boasting that ‘mine own 
hand hath saved me’ (Judges 7:2). Touting our own 
‘hand’ makes it doubly hard to confess God’s hand in all 
things (see Alma 14:11; D&C 59:21)”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell in Conference Report, Apr. 2002, 43; or Ensign, 
May 2002, 37).
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“This scripture of the New World, is before us as an added 
witness of the divinity and reality of the Lord Jesus Christ, of 
the encompassing beneficence of His atonement, and of His 
coming forth from the darkness of the grave. Within these 
covers is found much of the sure word of prophecy 
concerning Him who should be born of a virgin, the Son of 
the Almighty God. There is a foretelling of His work among 
men as a living mortal. There is a declaration of His death, of 
the lamb without blemish who was to be sacrificed for the 
sins of the world. And there is an account that is moving and 
inspiring and true of the visit of the resurrected Christ among 
living men and women in the western continent. The 
testimony is here to handle; it is here to be read; it is here to 
be pondered; it is here to be prayed over with a promise that 
he who prays shall know by the power of the Holy Ghost of 
its truth and validity (see Moroni 10:3–5)”  

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Apr. 1994, 95; or 
Ensign, May 1994, 72).



N
ep

hi
te

 V
ic

to
rie

s 
Le

ad
 to

 P
rid

ef
ul

 B
oa

st
in

g

M
or

m
on

 R
ef

us
es

 to
 L

ea
d 

H
is

 P
eo

pl
e

M
es

sa
ge

 to
 L

at
te

r-
D

ay
 P

eo
pl

e

N
ep

hi
te

s 
At

ta
ck

 a
nd

 A
re

 D
ef

ea
te

d



Bountiful

363rd Year

Nephites Mormon 4:1-3

Angola

Joshua
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Bountiful

375th Year

Nephites Mormon 4:16-21

Angola

Joshua

Jashon Hill Shim
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Teancum

Boaz
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Bountiful

375-380 Year

Nephites Mormon 5:3-10

Angola

Joshua

Jashon Hill Shim
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Land of 
Desolation

Teancum

Boaz

Jordan
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“Mormon described some people, his people, from 
whom the spirit of the Lord had departed, and when I 
read that … it seems clear to me that what he was 
talking about was not merely the inability to have the 
companionship of or the gift of the Holy Ghost, but he 
was talking of that light of truth to which every one born 
into the world is entitled and will never cease to strive 
with the individual unless he loses it through his own 
sinning”  

(President Harold B. Lee in Conference Report, Apr. 1956, 108).
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From BYU Virtual Scripture
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Then Elder Nelson taught that the word Atonement is 
related to an Aramaic and Arabic word meaning “a close 
embrace…” 

“References to that embrace are evident in the Book of 
Mormon. One states that ‘the Lord hath redeemed my 
soul … ; I have beheld his glory, and I am encircled 
about eternally in the arms of his love’ [2 Nephi 1:15]. 
Another proffers the glorious hope of our being ‘clasped 
in the arms of Jesus’ [Mormon 5:11]”  

(Russell M. Nelson, “The Atonement,” Ensign, Nov. 1996, 34).



“The scriptures speak of His arms being open, 
extended, stretched out, and encircling. They are 
described as mighty and holy, arms of mercy, arms of 
safety, arms of love, ‘lengthened out all the day long’ [2 
Nephi 28:32]. 

“We have each felt to some extent these spiritual arms 
around us. We have felt His forgiveness, His love and 
comfort. The Lord has said, ‘I am he [who] comforteth 
you’ [2 Nephi 8:12]. 

“The Lord’s desire that we come unto Him and be 
wrapped in His arms is often an invitation to repent”  

(Neil L. Andersen, “Repent … That I May Heal You,” Ensign or Liahona, 
Nov. 2009, 40).


