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September 21-27: 3 Nephi 12-16
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A Nephite Version of the Sermon 
of the Mount: 3 Nephi 12:3-14:27



3 Nephi 11:39-41



3 Nephi 11:39-41
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Sermon on the Mount 
- Matthew 5-7 

Sermon on the Plain 
- Luke 6:17-49 

Sermon at the Temple 
- 3 Nephi 12-14



“The apostolic and prophetic foundation of the Church was 
to bless in all times, but especially in times of adversity or 
danger, times when we might feel like children, confused or 
disoriented, perhaps a little fearful, times in which the 
devious hand of men or the maliciousness of the devil would 
attempt to unsettle or mislead. Against such times as come 
in our modern day, the First Presidency and Quorum of the 
Twelve are commissioned by God and sustained by you as 
prophets, seers, and revelators. … 

“… Such a foundation in Christ was and is always to be a 
protection. … In such days as we are now in—and will more 
or less always be in—the storms of life ‘shall have no power 
over you …’ [Helaman 5:12]”  

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland in Conference Report, Oct. 2004, 5; or Ensign, 
Nov. 2004, 7).
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A Nephite Version of the Sermon 
of the Mount: 3 Nephi 12:3-14:27
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“Scholars have debated the basic character of the injunctions of 
the Sermon on the Mount: Do they form a new public order, a set 
of ideals, a set of commands, a law of the future kingdom but not 
of the present church, rules applicable only for a brief period 
before a shortly awaited coming of the kingdom, an existential 
claim of God on the individual, or general conditions of 
discipleship?”  

(John W. Welch, “Illuminating the Sermon at the Temple & the Sermon on the Mount”, 
1999, pg 30) 
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“In Matt. 5:48, the term perfect was translated from the 
Greek teleios, which means “complete.” Teleios is an 
adjective derived from the noun telos, which means 
“end.” The infinitive form of the verb is teleiono, which 
means “to reach a distant end, to be fully developed, to 
consummate, or to finish.” Please note that the word 
does not imply “freedom from error”; it implies 
“achieving a distant objective.” In fact, when writers of 
the Greek New Testament wished to describe perfection 
of behavior—precision or excellence of human effort—
they did not employ a form of teleios; instead, they 
chose different words. 

Teleios is not a total stranger to us. From it comes the 
prefix tele- that we use every day. Telephone literally 
means “distant talk.” Television means “to see distantly.” 
Telephoto means “distant light,” and so on. 



they did not employ a form of teleios; instead, they 
chose different words. 

Teleios is not a total stranger to us. From it comes the 
prefix tele- that we use every day. Telephone literally 
means “distant talk.” Television means “to see distantly.” 
Telephoto means “distant light,” and so on. 

With that background in mind, let us consider another 
highly significant statement made by the Lord. Just prior 
to his crucifixion, he said that on “the third day I shall be 
perfected.” Think of that! The sinless, errorless Lord—
already perfect by our mortal standards—proclaimed his 
own state of perfection yet to be in the future. His 
eternal perfection would follow his resurrection and 
receipt of “all power … in heaven and in earth.” 

(Elder Russell M. Nelson, Oct. 1995 GC) 
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Is it important to examine 
WHY we serve? 

Alms: 3 Nephi 13:1–4 
Prayer: 3 Nephi 13:5–6 

Fasting: 3 Nephi 13:16–18 
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“...There was no need in Bountiful for Jesus to instruct the people 
to pray, ‘Thy kingdom come’ (Matthew 6:10), a phrase missing 
from the Lord's Prayer in the Sermon at the Temple (see 3 Nephi 
13:9-13), for God's kingdom had already come both in heaven 
through Christ's victory over death and on earth that day in their 
midst.” 

(John W. Welch, “Illuminating the Sermon at the Temple & the Sermon on the Mount”, 
1999, pg 128-129) 
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Parables of Discipleship 

V 1-6 judge righteousness judgments 
V 7-12 Seeking blessings from Heavenly Father 
V 13-27 Do the will of the Father 



“Does God really want to speak to you? Yes! 
… Oh, there is so much more that your 
Father in Heaven wants you to know”  

(President Russell M. Nelson, “Revelation for the Church, Revelation for 
Our Lives,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2018, 95).
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“Clearly the Nephite congregation understood this more readily 
than did the Jewish world, partly because the Nephite prophets 
had been so careful to teach the transitional nature of the law. 
Abinadi had said, ‘It is expedient that ye should keep the law of 
Moses as yet; but I say unto you, that the time shall come when 
it shall no more be expedient to keep the law of Moses.’ [Mosiah 
13:27.] In that same spirit Nephi emphasized, ‘We speak 
concerning the law that our children may know the deadness of 
the law; and they, by knowing the deadness of the law, may look 
forward unto that life which is in Christ, and know for what end 
the law was given. And after the law is fulfilled in Christ, that 
they need not harden their hearts against him when the law 
ought to be done away.’ [2 Nephi 25:27; italics added.] 

“That kind of teaching—a caution against hardening one’s heart 
against Christ in ignorant defense of the law of Moses—could 
have served (and saved) so many living in the Old World then and 
living throughout the world now” 

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “Christ and the New Covenant [1997], 156–57).
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“By day and by night the shepherd is always with his sheep. … This was 
necessary on account of the exposed nature of the land, and the presence 
of danger from wild animals and robbers. One of the most familiar and 
beautiful sights of the East is that of the shepherd leading his sheep to the 
pasture. … He depends upon the sheep to follow, and they in turn expect 
him never to leave them. … 

“… As he is always with them, and so deeply interested in them, the 
shepherd comes to know his sheep very intimately. … One day a 
missionary, meeting a shepherd on one of the wildest parts of the Lebanon, 
asked him various questions about his sheep, and among others if he 
counted them every night. On answering that he did not, he was asked how 
he knew if they were all there or not. His reply was, ‘Master, if you were to 
put a cloth over my eyes, and bring me any sheep and only let me put my 
hands on its face, I could tell in a moment if it was mine or not’”  

(George M. Mackie, Bible Manners and Customs [n.d.], 33, 35). 
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