Episode 35

Scripture

GEMS




September 7-13: 3 Nephi 1-7




Lamanites, and began to depend
upon their “own strength and upon
their own wisdom, saying:

16 Somc things thcy may have
guessed right, among so many; hut
bchold, we know that all thesce great
and marvelous works cannot come
to pass, of which has been spoken.

17 And they began to reason and to
contend among themselves, saying:

18 That it is *not reasonable that
such a being as a Christ shall come;
if so, and he be the Son of God, the
Father of heaven and of earth, as it
has been spoken, why will he not
show himself unto us as well as unto
them who shall be at Jerusalem?

19 Yea, why will he not show him-
self in this land as well as in the
land of Jerusalem?

20 But behold, we know that this is
a wicked “tradition, which has been
handed down unto us by our fathers,
to cause us that we should believe
in some great and marvelous thing
which should come to pass, but not
among us, but in a land which is
far distant, a land which we know
not; therefore they can keep us in
ignorance, for we cannot *witness
with our own cycs that they arc truc.

21 And they will, by the cunning
and thc mystcrious arts of the cvil

one, work some great mystery which
we cannot understand, which will
keep us down to be servants to
their words, and also scrvants unto
them, for we depend upon them to
tcach us thc word; and thus will
they keep us in ignorance if we will
yield ourselves unto them, all the
days of our lives.

22 And many more things did the
people “imagine up in their hearts,
which were foolish and *vain; and
they were much disturbed, for Sa-
tan did stir them up to do iniquity
continually; yvea, he did go about
spreading ‘rumors and contentions
upon all the face of the land, that
he might harden the hearts of the
people against that which was good
and against that which should come.

23 And notwithstanding the
signs and the wonders which were
wrought among the people of the
Lord, and the many miracles which
they did, Satan did get great hold
upon the hearts of the people upon
all the face of the land.

24 And thus ended the ninetieth
year of the reign of the judges over
the people of Nephi.

25 “And thus cnded the book of
Helaman, according to the record
of Hclaman and his sons.

THIRD NEPHI
THE BOOK OF NEPHI

THE SON OF NEPHI, WHO WAS THE SON OF HELAMAN

And Helaman was the son of Helaman, who was the son of Alma, who was the
son of Alma, being a descendant of Nephi who was the son of Lehi, who came
out of Jerusalem in the first year of the reign of Zedekiah, the king of Judah.

CHAPTER 1

Nephi, the son of Helaman, departs out
of the land, and his san Nephi keeps

the records—Though signs and won-
ders abound, the wicked plan to slay
the righteous—The night of Christ’s
birth arrives—T1 he sign is given, and a

new star arises—Lyings and deceivings
increase, and the Gadianton robbers
slaughter many. About A.D. 1-4.

OW it came to pass that the

ninety and first yvear had

passed away and it was “six
hundred vears from the time that
Lehi left Jerusalem; and it was in
the yvear that *Lachoneus was the
chief judge and the governor over
the land.

2 And “Nephi, the son of Hela-
man, had departed out of the land
of Zarahemla, giving charge unto
his son *Nephi, who was his eldest
son, concerning the ¢plates of brass,
and “all the records which had been
kept, and all those things which
had been kept sacred from the de-
parture of Lehi out of Jerusalem.

3 Then he %departed out of the
land, and *whither he went, no man
knoweth; and his son Nephi did
keep the records in his stead, yea,
the record of this people.

4 And it came to pass that in the
commencement of the ninety and
second year, behold, the prophecies
of the prophets began to be fulfilled
more fully; for there began to be
agreater signs and greater miracles
wrought among the people.

5 But there were some who began
to say that the time was past for the
words to be fulfilled, which were
“spoken by Samuel, the Lamanite.

6 And they began to “rejoice over
their brethren, saying: Behold the
time is past, and the words of Sam-
uel are not fulfilled; therefore, your
joy and your faith concerning this
thing hath been vain.

7 And it came to pass that they did
make a great uproar throughout the

land; and the people who believed
began to be very sorrowful, lest
by any means those things which
had been spoken might not come
to pass.

8 But behold, they did watch stead-
fastly for “that day and that night
and that day which should be as
one day as if there were no night,
that they might know that their
faith had not been vain.

9 Now it came to pass that there
was a day set apart by the “unbe-
lievers, that all those who believed
in those traditions should be Pput to
death except the “sign should come
to pass, which had been given by
Samuel the prophet.

10 Now it came to pass that when
Nephi, the son of Nephi, saw this
wickedness of his people, his heart
was exceedingly sorrowful.

11 And it came to pass that he
went out and bowed himself down
upon the earth, and cried mightily
to his God in behalf of his people,
vea, those who were about to be
destroved because of their faith in
the tradition of their fathers.

12 And it came to pass that he
cried mightily unto the Lord “all
that day; and behold, the *voice of
the Lord came unto him, saying:

13 Lift up vour head and be of
good cheer; for behold, the time is
at hand, and on this night shall the
4sign be given, and on the *morrow
come I into the world, to show unto
the world that I will fulfil all that
which I have caused to be ‘spoken
by the mouth of my holy prophets.

14 Behold, 1 °come unto my own,
to Pfulfil all things which T have
made known unto the children of
men from the ‘foundation of the
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And Helaman was the son of Helaman, who was the son of Alma, who
was the son of Alma, being a descendant of Nephi who was the son of Lehz

who came out of Jerusalem in the first year of the reign of Zedekiah, the
1920 king of Judah.




Lamanites, and began to depend
upon their “own strength and upon
their own wisdom, saying:

16 Somc things thcy may have
guessed right, among so many; hut
bchold, we know that all thesce great
and marvelous works cannot come
to pass, of which has been spoken.

17 And they began to reason and to
contend among themselves, saying:

18 That it is *not reasonable that
such a being as a Christ shall come;
if so, and he be the Son of God, the
Father of heaven and of earth, as it
has been spoken, why will he not
show himself unto us as well as unto
them who shall be at Jerusalem?

19 Yea, why will he not show him-
self in this land as well as in the
land of Jerusalem?

20 But behold, we know that this is
a wicked “tradition, which has been
handed down unto us by our fathers,
to cause us that we should believe
in some great and marvelous thing
which should come to pass, but not
among us, but in a land which is
far distant, a land which we know
not; therefore they can keep us in
ignorance, for we cannot *witness
with our own cycs that they arc truc.

21 And they will, by the cunning
and thc mystcrious arts of the cvil

one, work some great mystery which
we cannot understand, which will
keep us down to be servants to
their words, and also scrvants unto
them, for we depend upon them to
tcach us thc word; and thus will
they keep us in ignorance if we will
yield ourselves unto them, all the
days of our lives.

22 And many more things did the
people “imagine up in their hearts,
which were foolish and *vain; and
they were much disturbed, for Sa-
tan did stir them up to do iniquity
continually; yvea, he did go about
spreading ‘rumors and contentions
upon all the face of the land, that
he might harden the hearts of the
people against that which was good
and against that which should come.

23 And notwithstanding the
signs and the wonders which were
wrought among the people of the
Lord, and the many miracles which
they did, Satan did get great hold
upon the hearts of the people upon
all the face of the land.

24 And thus ended the ninetieth
year of the reign of the judges over
the people of Nephi.

25 “And thus cnded the book of
Helaman, according to the record
of Hclaman and his sons.
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Breaking Down Samuel’s Prophesy

In the 86th year of the reign of the judges

“..for five years more cometh, and
behold, then cometh the Son of God...”
(Helaman 15:2)

“Now It came to pass that the ninety

and first year had passed away...”
(3 Nephi 1:1)

“And 1t came to pass that In the
commencement of the ninety and

second year...”
(3 Nephi 1:4)



Grim Reaper: | haven’t lost at checkers
since time began.

Yakko Warner: When was that?

Grim Reaper: | think it was a Tuesday.
Very few people know that.



Lamanites, and began to depend
upon their “own strength and upon
their own wisdom, saying:

16 Somc things thcy may have
guessed right, among so many; hut
bchold, we know that all thesce great
and marvelous works cannot come
to pass, of which has been spoken.

17 And they began to reason and to
contend among themselves, saying:

18 That it is *not reasonable that
such a being as a Christ shall come;
if so, and he be the Son of God, the
Father of heaven and of earth, as it
has been spoken, why will he not
show himself unto us as well as unto
them who shall be at Jerusalem?

19 Yea, why will he not show him-
self in this land as well as in the
land of Jerusalem?

20 But behold, we know that this is
a wicked “tradition, which has been
handed down unto us by our fathers,
to cause us that we should believe
in some great and marvelous thing
which should come to pass, but not
among us, but in a land which is
far distant, a land which we know
not; therefore they can keep us in
ignorance, for we cannot *witness
with our own cycs that they arc truc.

21 And they will, by the cunning
and thc mystcrious arts of the cvil

one, work some great mystery which
we cannot understand, which will
keep us down to be servants to
their words, and also scrvants unto
them, for we depend upon them to
tcach us thc word; and thus will
they keep us in ignorance if we will
yield ourselves unto them, all the
days of our lives.

22 And many more things did the
people “imagine up in their hearts,
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they were much disturbed, for Sa-
tan did stir them up to do iniquity
continually; yvea, he did go about
spreading ‘rumors and contentions
upon all the face of the land, that
he might harden the hearts of the
people against that which was good
and against that which should come.

23 And notwithstanding the
signs and the wonders which were
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Lord, and the many miracles which
they did, Satan did get great hold
upon the hearts of the people upon
all the face of the land.
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i world, and to do the will, ¢both fof |
{ the Father and of the Son—of the |
i Father because of me, and of the |
: Son because of my flesh. And be- | 21 And it came to pass also that
i hold, the time is at hand, and this § a new “star did appear, according
i night shall the sign be given. i to the word.

| 22 And it came to pass that from

15 And it came to pass that the
words which came unto Nephi | this time forth there began to be

20 And it had come to pass, yea,
all things, every whit, according to
the words of the prophets.

DIVINE INVESTITURE OF AUTHORITY

Defined by the First Presidency in 1916 |
(link in the description)
The Son can speak as the Father and the .
Holy Ghost can speak as the Son or the i
Father

(Revelation 1:1; 22:8-9; 12-13)
Angel speaks as Jesus

(Moses 5:9)
9 And in that day the Holy Ghost fell upon
Adam, which beareth record of the Father
and the Son, saying: | am the Only
Begotten of the Father from the beginning...
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of the ’sign which had been given. 26 And thus the ninéty and second

14d 1G God, Will of. 194 T1G lesus Christ, Birth of. 24a Alma 34:13.

Reactions to the Signs

Wickedness Increase Among the People

year did pass away, bringing “glad
tidings unto the people because of
the signs which did come to pass,
according to the words of the proph-
ecy of all the holy prophets.

27 And it camc to pass that thc
ninety and third year did also pass
away in peace, save it were for the
Gadianton robbers, who dwelt upon
the “mountains, who did infest the
land; for so strong were their holds
and their secret places that the
people could not overpower them,;
therefore they did commit many
murders, and did do much slaugh-
ter among the people.

28 And it came to pass that in the
ninety and fourth year they began
to increase in a great degree, be-
cause there were many dissenters
of the Nephites who did flee unto
them, which did cause much sor-
row unto those Nephites who did
remain in the land.

29 And there was also a cause of
much sorrow among the Lamanites;
for behold, they had many children
who did grow up and began to wax
strong in years, that they became for
themselves, and were “led away by
some who were *Zoramites, by their
lyings and their flattering words,
to join those Gadianton robbers.

30 And thus were the Lamanites
afflicted also, and began to decrease
as to their faith and righteousness,
because of the wickedness of the
4rising generation.

CHAPTER 2

Wickedness and abominations increase
among the people—The Nephites and
Lamanites unite to defend themselves
against the Gadianton robbers—Con-
verted Lamanites become white and
are called Nephites. About A.D. 5-16.

AND it came to pass that thus
passed away the ninety and fifth

year also, and the people began to
forget those “signs and wonders
which they had heard, and began
to be less and less astonished at a
sign or a wonder from heaven, in-
somuch that thcy began to be hard
in their hearts, and blind in their
minds, and began to disbelieve all
which they had heard and seen—

2 “Imagining up some vain thing
in their hearts, that it was wrought
by men and by the power of the
devil, to lead away and ®deceive
the hearts of the people; and thus
did Satan get possession of the
hearts of the people again, inso-
much that he did blind their eyes
and lead them away to believe that
the doctrine of Christ was a “foolish
and a vain thing.

3 And it came to pass that the
people began to wax strong in wick-
edness and abominations; and they
did not believe that there should be
any more signs or wonders given;
and Satan did “go about, leading
away the hearts of the people,
tempting them and causing them
that they should do greatwickedness
in the land.

4 And thus did pass away the
ninety and sixth year; and also
the ninety and seventh year; and
also the ninety and eighth year;
and also the ninety and ninth year;

5 And also an hundred vears
had passed away since the days of
“Mosiah, who was king over the
people of the Nephites.

6 And six hundred and nine years
had passed away since Lehi left
Jerusalem.

7 And nine years had passed away
from the time when the sign was
given, which was spoken of by the
prophets, that Christ should come
into the world.

8 Now the Nephites began to
reckon their time from this period
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world, and to do the will, ¢*both ‘of
the Father and of the Son—of the
Father because of me, and of the
Son because of my flesh. And be-
hold, the time is at hand, and this
night shall the sign be given.

15 And it came to pass that the
words which came unto Nephi
were fulfilled, according as they
had been spoken; for behold, at the
going down of the “sun there was
°no darkness; and the people began
to be as'tonis’iled because there was
no darkness when the night came.

16 And there were many, who
had not believed the words of the
prophets, “fell to the earth and
became as 1f t were dead, for
they knew that the great ’plan of
destruction which they had Eala for
those who believed in the words of
the prophets had been frustrated;
for the sign which had been given
was already at hand.

17 And they began to know that
the Son of God must shortly appear;
yea, in fine, all the people upon the
face of the whole earth from the
awest to the east, both in the land
north and in the land south, were
so exceedingly astonished that they
fell to the earth.

18 For they knew that the proph-
ets had testified of these things for
many years, and that the sign which
had been given was already at hand;
and they began to fear because of
their iniquity and their unbelief.

19 And it came to pass that there

mid-day. And it came to pass that the
sun di d _rise in the morning again
according to its proper order; anc
they knew that it was the day that
the Lord should be “born, because

of the *sign which had been given.

20 And it had come to pass, yea,
all things, every whit, according to
the words of the prophets.

21 And it came to pass also that
new “star did appear, according
to the word. -

22 And it came to pass that from
this time forth there began to be
4lyings sent forth among the people,
by Satan, to harden their hearts, to
the intent that they might not be-
lieve in those bsigns and wonders
which they had seen; but notwith-
standing these lyings and deceivings
the ‘more part of the people did
believe, and were converted unto
the Lord.

23 And it came to pass that Nephi
went forth among the people, and
also many others, baptizing unto
repentance, in the which there was
a great “remission of sins. And thus
the people began again to have
peace in the land.

24 And there were no contentions,
save it were a few that began to
preach, endeavoring to prove by
the “scriptures that it was no more
expedient to observe the law of
Moses. Now in this thing they did
err, having not understood the
scriptures.

25 But it came to pass that they
soon became converted, and were
convinced of the error which they
were in, for it was made known
unto them that the law was not yet
afulfilled, and that it must be ful-
filled in every whit; yea, the word
came unto them that it must be
fulfilled; yea, that one jot or tittle
should not pass away till it should
all be fulfilled; therefore in this
same year were they brought to a
knowledge of their error and did
bconfess their faults.

26 And thus the ninety and second
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year did pass away, bringing “glad
tidings unto the people because of
the signs which did come to pass,
according to the words of the proph-
ecy of all the holy prophets.

27 And it camc to pass that thc
ninety and third year did also pass
away in peace, save it were for the
Gadianton robbers, who dwelt upon
the “mountains, who did infest the
land; for so strong were their holds
and their secret places that the
people could not overpower them,;
therefore they did commit many
murders, and did do much slaugh-
ter among the people.

28 And it came to pass that in the
ninety and fourth year they began
to increase in a great degree, be-
cause there were many dissenters
of the Nephites who did flee unto
them, which did cause much sor-
row unto those Nephites who did
remain in the land.

29 And there was also a cause of
much sorrow among the Lamanites;
for behold, they had many children
who did grow up and began to wax
strong in years, that they became for
themselves, and were “led away by
some who were *Zoramites, by their
lyings and their flattering words,
to join those Gadianton robbers.

30 And thus were the Lamanites
afflicted also, and began to decrease
as to their faith and righteousness,
because of the wickedness of the
4rising generation.

CHAPTER 2

Wickedness and abominations increase
among the people—The Nephites and
Lamanites unite to defend themselves
against the Gadianton robbers—Con-
verted Lamanites become white and
are called Nephites. About A.D. 5-16.

AND it came to pass that thus
passed away the ninety and fifth

year also, and the people began to
forget those “signs and wonders
which they had heard, and began
to be less and less astonished at a
sign or a wonder from heaven, in-
somuch that thcy began to be hard
in their hearts, and blind in their
minds, and began to disbelieve all
which they had heard and seen—

2 “Imagining up some vain thing
in their hearts, that it was wrought
by men and by the power of the
devil, to lead away and °®deceive
the hearts of the people; and thus
did Satan get possession of the
hearts of the people again, inso-
much that he did blind their eyes
and lead them away to believe that
the doctrine of Christ was a “foolish
and a vain thing.

3 And it came to pass that the
people began to wax strong in wick-
edness and abominations; and they
did not believe that there should be
any more signs or wonders given;
and Satan did “go about, leading
away the hearts of the people,
tempting them and causing them
that they should do greatwickedness
in the land.

4 And thus did pass away the
ninety and sixth year; and also
the ninety and seventh year; and
also the ninety and eighth year;
and also the ninety and ninth year;

5 And also an hundred vears
had passed away since the days of
“Mosiah, who was king over the
people of the Nephites.

6 And six hundred and nine years
had passed away since Lehi left
Jerusalem.

7 And nine years had passed away
from the time when the sign was
given, which was spoken of by the
prophets, that Christ should come
into the world.

8 Now the Nephites began to
2reckon their time from this period
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world, and to do the will, ¢*both ‘of
the Father and of the Son—of the
Father because of me, and of the
Son because of my flesh. And be-
hold, the time is at hand, and this
night shall the sign be given.

15 And it came to pass that the
words which came unto Nephi
were fulfilled, according as they
had been spoken; for behold, at the
going down of the “sun there was
®no darkness; and the people began
to be astonished because there was
no darkness when the night came.

16 And there were many, who
had not believed the words of the
prophets, who “fell to the earth and
became as if they were dead, for
they knew that the great ’plan of
destruction which they had laid for
those who believed in the words of
the prophets had been frustrated;
for the sign which had been given
was already at hand.

17 And they began to know that |

the Son of God must shortly appear;
yed, in fine, all the people upon the
face of the whole earth from the

north and in the land south, were
so exceedingly astonished that they
fell to the earth.

18 For they knew that the proph-
ets had testified of these things for
many years, and that the sign which
had been given was already at hand;

and they began to fear because of §

their iniquity and their unbelief.
19 And it came to pass that there
was no darkness in all that night,
but it was as light as though it was
mid-day. And it came to pass that the
sun did rise in the morning again,
according to its proper order; and
they knew that it was the day that
the Lord should be “born, because
of the ’sign which had been given.

20 And it had come to pass, yea,
all things, every whit, according to
the words of the prophets.

21 And it came to pass also that
a new “star did appear, according
to the word.

22 And it came to pass that from
this time forth there began to be
4lyings sent forth among the people,
b ¥ Satan, to harden their hearts, to
the intent that they might not be-
lieve in those bsigns and wonders
which they had seen; but notwith-

standing these lyings and deceivings
the ‘more part of the people did

23 And 1t came to pass that Nephi
went forth among the people, and
also many others, baptizing unto
repentance, in the which there was
a great “remission of sins. And thus
the people began again to have
peace in the land.

Now 1n this thing they d

us the ninety and s

14d 1G God, Will of.

194 T1G lesus Christ, Birth of.

24a Alma 34:13.

"~ 24 And there were no contentions, |
i save it were a few that began to f
. preach, endeavoring to_prove by §
i the “scriptures that it was no more
“west to the east, both in the land | expedien ok “the law
¢ Moses «;
| érr, having not understood the Zj
i scriptures. {
i 25 But it came to pass that they |
. soon became converted, and were §
i convinced of the error which they |
¢ were in, for it was made known f§
- unto them that the law was not yet |
' “fulfilled, and that it must be ful- }
' filled in every whit; yea, the word |
i came unto them that it must be }
' fulfilled; yea, that one jot or tittle }
. should not pass away till it should }
i all be fulfilled; therefore in this |
. same year were they brought to a !
. knowledge of their error and did |
®confess their faults. :

Reactions to the Signs

Wickedness Increase Among the People

year did pass away, bringing “glad
tidings unto the people because of
the signs which did come to pass,
according to the words of the proph-
ecy of all the holy prophets.

27 And it camc to pass that thc
ninety and third year did also pass
away in peace, save it were for the
Gadianton robbers, who dwelt upon
the “mountains, who did infest the

land; for so strong were their holds
and their secret places that the
people could not overpower them,;
therefore they did commit many
murders, and did do much slaugh-
ter among the people.

28 And it came to pass that in the
mnety and fourth year they began
to increase in a great d

Nephites who did fle
them, which did cause much sor-
row unto those Nephites who did
remain in the land.

29 And there was also a cause of
much sorrow among the Lamanites;
for behold, they had many children
who did grow up and began to wax
strong in years, that they became for
themselves, and were “led away by
some who were *Zoramites, by their
lyings and their flattering words,
to join those Gadianton robbers.

30 And thus were the Lamanites
afflicted also, and began to decrease
as to their faith and righteousness,
because of the wickedness of the
4rising generation.

CHAPTER 2

Wickedness and abominations increase
among the people—The Nephites and
Lamanites unite to defend themselves
against the Gadianton robbers—Con-
verted Lamanites become white and
are called Nephites. About A.D. 5-16.

AND it came to pass that thus
passed away the ninety and fifth

year also, and the people began to
forget those “signs and wonders
which they had heard, and began
to be less and less astonished at a
sign or a wonder from heaven, in-
somuch that thcy began to be hard
in their hearts, and blind in their
minds, and began to disbelieve all
which they had heard and seen—

2 “Imagining up some vain thing
in their hearts, that it was wrought
by men and by the power of the
devil, to lead away and ®deceive
the hearts of the people; and thus
did Satan get possession of the
hearts of the people again, inso-
much that he did blind their eyes
and lead them away to believe that
the doctrine of Christ was a “foolish
and a vain thing.

3 And it came to pass that the
people began to wax strong in wick-
edness and abominations; and they
did not believe that there should be
any more signs or wonders given;
and Satan did “go about, leading
away the hearts of the people,
tempting them and causing them
that they should do greatwickedness
in the land.

4 And thus did pass away the
ninety and sixth year; and also
the ninety and seventh year; and
also the ninety and eighth year;
and also the ninety and ninth year;

5 And also an hundred vears
had passed away since the days of
“Mosiah, who was king over the
people of the Nephites.

6 And six hundred and nine years
had passed away since Lehi left
Jerusalem.

7 And nine years had passed away
from the time when the sign was
given, which was spoken of by the
prophets, that Christ should come
into the world.

8 Now the Nephites began to
reckon their time from this period
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“To our young people, the glorious youth of this
generation, | say, be true. Hold to the faith. Stand

firmly for what you know to be right.

“You face tremendous temptation. It comes at you In
the halls of popular entertainment, on the Internet, in
the movies, on television, in cheap literature, and In
other ways—subtle, titillating, and difficult to resist.
Peer pressure may be almost overpowering. But, my
dear young friends, you must not give in. You must
be strong. You must take the long look ahead rather
than succumbing to the present seductive

temptation. ...

“... You are the best generation we have ever had.
You know the gospel better. You are more faithful In
your duties. You are stronger to face the temptations



dear young triends, you must not give In. You must
be strong. You must take the long look ahead rather
than succumbing to the present seductive
temptation. ...

“... You are the best generation we have ever had.
You know the gospel better. You are more faithful in
your duties. You are stronger to face the temptations
which come your way. Live by your standards. Pray
for the guidance and protection of the Lord. He will
never leave you alone. He will comfort you. He will
sustain you. He will bless and magnify you and make
your reward sweet and beautiful. And you will
discover that your example will attract others who
will take courage from your strength”

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Oct. 2003, 86—
88; or Ensign, Nov. 2003, 83-84).



year did pass away, bringing “glad
tidings unto the people because of
the signs which did come to pass,
according to the words of the proph-
ecy of all the holy prophets.

27 And it camc to pass that thc
ninety and third year did also pass
away in peace, save it were for the
Gadianton robbers, who dwelt upon

land; for so strong were their holds
and their secret places that the
people could not overpower them;
therefore they did commit many
murders, and did do much slaugh-
ter among the people.

28 And it came to pass that in the
ninety and fourth year they began
to increase in a great degree, be-
cause there were many dissenters

them, which did cause much sor-
row unto those Nephites who did
remain in the land.

29 And there was also a cause of
much sorrow among the Lamanites;
for behold, they had many children
who did grow up and began to wax
strong in years, that they became for
themselves, and were “led away by
some who were *Zoramites, by their
lyings and their flattering words,
to join those Gadianton robbers.

30 And thus were the Lamanites
afflicted also, and began to decrease
as to their faith and righteousness,
because of the wickedness of the
4rising generation.

CHAPTER 2

Wickedness and abominations increase
among the people—The Nephites and
Lamanites unite to defend themselves
against the Gadianton robbers—Con-
verted Lamanites become white and

are called Nephltes About A D 5 16

' year also, and te eople began t
 forget those “signs and wonders §
. whic they had heard, and began {
0 be s and lessdstomshed ata |
sign or a wond
. somuch that thcy began to be hard ]
' in their hearts, and blind in their §
minds, and began to disbelieve all §
' which they had heard and seen— |
the “mountains, who did infest the § |
| in their hearts, that it was wrought }
- by men and by the power of the i
- devil, to lead away and °®deceive }
. the hearts of the people; and thus ¢

- did Satan get possession of the |
hearts of the people again, inso-
' much that he did blind their eyes
. and lead them away to believe that
. the doctrine of Christ was a “foolish
. and a vain thing.

of the Nephites who did flee unto }
. people began to wax strong in wick-
. edness and abominations; and they
. did not believe that there should be |

i any more signs or wonders given; |
, and Satan did “go about, leading ¢
- away the hearts of the people, |
- tempting them and causing them |
i that they should do greatwickedness |
| Am the land.

an to |

er from heaven, in- |

2 “Imagining up some vain thing 1§

3 And it came to pass that the

- pass away the
ninety and sixth year; and also
the ninety and seventh year; and
also the ninety and eighth year;
and also the ninety and ninth year;

5 And also an hundred vears
had passed away since the days of
“Mosiah, who was king over the
people of the Nephites.

6 And six hundred and nine years
had passed away since Lehi left
Jerusalem.

7 And nine years had passed away
from the time when the sign was
given, which was spoken of by the
prophets, that Christ should come

1] into the world.

8 Now the Nephites began to

1 “reckon their time from this period
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Wickedness Increase Among the People

Nephites and Lamanites Combine
Against the Gaddianton Robbers

when the sign was given, or from
the coming of Christ; therefore, nine
years had passed away.

9 And Nephi, who was the father
of Nephi, who had the charge of the
records, ‘did not return to the land
of Zarahemla, and could nowhere
be found in all the land.

10 And it came to pass that the peo-
ple did still “remain in wickedness,
notwithstanding the much preach-
ing and prophesying which was
sent among them; and thus passed
away the tenth vear also; and the
eleventh year also paased away in
iniquity.

11 And it came to pass in the
thirteenth year there began to be
wars and contentions throughout
all the land; for the *Gadianton rob-
bers had become so Pnumerous, and
did slay so many of the people,
and did lay waste so many cities, and
did spread so much death and
carnagc throughout the land, that
it became expedient that all the
people, both the Nephites and the
Lamanites, should take up arms
against them.

12 Therefore, all the Lamanites
who had become converted unto the
Lord did unite with their brethren,
the Nephites, and were compelled,
for the“safety of their lives and their
women and their children, to take
up arms against those Gadianton
robbers, yea, and also to maintain
their rights, and the privileges of
their church and of their worship,
and their freedom and their *liberty.

13 And it came to pass that before
this thirteenth year had passed away
the Nephites were threatened with
utter destruction because of this
war, which had become exceedingly
sore.

14 And it came to pass that those
Lamanites who had united with the
Nephites were numbered among
the Nephites;

15 And their “curse was taken from
them, and their skin became *white
like unto the Nephites;

16 And their young men and their
daughters became exceedingly fair,
and they were numbered among
the Nephites, and were called Neph-
ites. And thus ended the thirteenth
year.

17 And it came to pass in the com-
mencement of the fourteenth year,
the war between the robbers and
the people of Nephi did continue
and did become exceedingly sore;
nevertheless, the people of Nephi
did gain some advantage of the
robbers, insomuch that they did
drive them back out of their lands
into the mountains and into their
secret places.

18 And thus ended the fourteenth
year. And in the fifteenth year they
did come forth against the people
of Nephi; and because of the wick-
cdnecss of the pcople of Nephi, and
their many contentions and dissen-
sions, the Gadianton robbers did
gain many advantages over them.

19 And thus ended the fifteenth
year, and thus were the people in
a state of many afflictions; and the
asword of destruction did hang over
them, insomuch that they were
about to be smitten down by it,
and this because of their iniquity.

CHAPTER 3

Giddianhi, the Gadianton leader, de-
mands that Lachoneus and the Neph-
ites surrender themselves and their
lands—Lachoneus appoints Gidgid-
doni as chief captain of the armies—
The Nephites assemble in Zarahemla
and Bountiful to defend themselves.

About A.D. 16-18.

AND now it came to pass that in the
sixteenth year from the coming of
Christ, “Lachoneus, the governor of
the land, received an epistle from
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“How quickly [Satan] moves in even where people
have had special spiritual experiences, seeking to
get people who have seen signs ‘to disbelieve all
which they had heard and seen.’ (3 Nephi 2:1-2.) The
adversary has a better chance to persuade us that
what we believe Is foolish if we worry about looking
foolish in front of our fellowmen”

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “Things As They Really Are” [1978], 41).
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year did pass away, bringing “glad
tidings unto the people because of
the signs which did come to pass,
according to the words of the proph-
ecy of all the holy prophets.

27 And it camc to paso
ninety and this*

tc .
amanites
af ), and began to decrease
as to their faith and righteousness,
because of the wickedness of the
4rising generation.

CHAPTER 2

Wickedness and abominations increase
among the people—The Nephites and
Lamanites unite to defend themselves
against the Gadianton robbers—Con-
verted Lamanites become white and
are called Nephites. About A.D. 5-16.

AND it came to pass that thus
passed away the ninety and fifth

year also, and the people began to

YXZaar

forget those “signs and
which they had k=
to below

pass away the
and sixth year; and also

e ninety and seventh year; and
also the ninety and eighth year;
and also the ninety and ninth year;

5 And also an hundred vears
had passed away since the days of
“Mosiah, who was king over the
people of the Nephites.

6 And six hundred and nine years
had passed away since Lehi left
Jerusalem.

7 And nine years had passed away
from the time when the sign was
given, which was spoken of by the
prophets, that Christ should come
into the world.

8 Now the Nephites began to
reckon their time from this period
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Nephites and Lamanites

Against the Gaddianton |

when the sign was given, or from
the coming of Christ; therefore, nine
years had passed away.

9 And Nephi, who was the father
of Nephi, who had the charge of the
records, ¢did not return to the land
of Zarahemla, and could nowhere
be found in all the land.

10 And it came to pass that the peo-
ple did still “remain in wickedness,
notwithstanding the much preach-
ing and prophesying which was
sent among them; and thus passed
away the tenth yvear also; and the
eleventh year also paased away in
iniquity.

11 And it came to pass in the
thirteenth year there began to be
wars and contentions throughout
all the land; for the *Gadianton rob-
bers had become so "numerous, anc
did slay so many of the people,
and did lay waste so many cities, and
did spread so much death and
S?_%l_il& throughout the land, that
it became expedient that all the
people, both the Nephites and the
Lamanite shouﬁ%m_-hp arms
against them.

12 Therefore, all the Lamanites
who had become converted unto the
Lord did unite with their brethren,
the Nephites, and were compelled,
for the“safety of their lives and their
women and their children, to take
up arms against those Gadianton
robbers, yea, and also to maintain
their rights, and the privileges of
their church and of their worship,
and their freedom and their *liberty.

13 And it came to pass that before
tfﬁls thlrteenth year had passed away
the Neg L |
utter estructlon 'ecause of this

11ch had become exceedingly

sore.

14 And it came to pass that those
Lamanites who had united with the
Nephites were numbered among
the Nephites;

robbers, insomuc

gain many advantage:

15 And their “curse was taken from
them, and their skin became *white

1ke unto the Nephites;

16 And their young men and their
daughters became exceedingly fair,
and they were numbered among
the Nephites,and were called Neph-
ites. And thus ended the thirteenth
year.

17 And it came to pass in the com-
mencement of the fourteenth year,
the war between the robbers and
the people of Nephi did continue
and did become exceedingly sore;
nevertheless, the people of Ne h
did antage of the
| that € ey dld
drive them back out of their lands
into the mountains and into their
secret places.

18 And thus ended the fourteenth
year. And in the fifteenth year they
did come forth against the people
of Nephi; and because of the wick-
cdncss of the pcople of Nephi, and
their many contentions and dissen-
sions, the Gadianton robbers did
es over them.
. e fifteenth
year, and thus were the people in
a state of many afflictions; and the
asword of destruction did hang over
them, insomuch that they were
about to be smitten down by it,
and this because of their iniquity.

CHAPTER 3

Giddianhi, the Gadianton leader, de-
mands that Lachoneus and the Neph-
ites surrender themselves and their
lands—Lachoneus appoints Gidgid-
doni as chief captain of the armies—
The Nephites assemble in Zarahemla
and Bountiful to defend themselwves.
About A.D. 16-18.

AND now it came to pass that in the
sixteenth year from the coming of
Christ, “Lachoneus, the governor of
the land, received an epistle from
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the leader and the governor of this
band of robbers; and these were the
_words which were written, saying:
achoneus, most noble and chief
i governor of the land, behold, I write

. defence of your liberty, and your

i property, and your country, or that §

| which yve do call so.

¢ 3 And it seemeth a pity unto me, §
- most noble Lachoneus, that ye §
¢ should be so foolish and vain as to #
i suppose that ye can stand against §
. so many brave men who are at my §

| command, who do now at this time

¢ stand in their arms, and do await §

with great anxiety for the word—

Go down upon the Nephites and §

 ~ “destroy them.
! 4 And I, knowing of their uncon-

_"i querable spirit, having proved them §

. inthe field of battle, and knowing of
. their everlasting hatred towards you

because of the many wrongs which §

. ye have done unto them, therefore
¢ if they should come down against

you they would visit you with utter

t destruction.
. 5 Therefore 1 have written this

epistle, sealing it with mine own §
. hand, feeling for your welfare, be- }
t cause of your firmness in that which |
. ye believe to be right, and your noble |

spirit in the field of battle.

. 6 Therefore 1 write unto you, desir- |
¢ ing that ye would yield up unto this |
. my people, your cities, your lands, |
¢ and your possessions, rather than |
. that they should visit you with the }
t sword and that destruction should |
i and abominable robbers.

. come upon you.

they had “wron

¢ selves up unto us, and unite with |
¢ us and become acquainted with }
§ our “secret works, and become our |
£ brethren that ye may be like unto §
# us—not our slaves, but our brethren |
this epistle unto you, and do give § |
unto you exceedingly great praise
because of your firmness, and also §
¢ the firmness of yvour people, in
! “maintaining that which ye suppose #
i to be your right and *liberty; yea, §
i ye do stand well, as if ye were sup- §
ported by the hand of a god, in the §

and partners of all our substance.

8 And behold, I “swear unto you,
if ye will do this, with an oath, ye §
shall not be destroyed; but if ye will |
not do this, I swear unto you with #
an oath, that on the morrow month 1 }
will command that my armies shall |
% come down against you, and they §
g shall not stay their hand and shall §
spare not, but shall slay you, and |
¢ shall let fall the sword upon you }
even until ye shall become extinct. !

9 And behold, I am °Giddianhi; §
and I am the governor of this the }
secret society of Gadianton; which |
society and the works thereof I
§ know to be ‘good; and they are of §
dancient date and they have been
§ handed down unto us. !
¢ 10 And I write this epistle unto !
£ you, Lachoneus, and I hope that ye §
# will deliver up your lands and your §
possessions, without the shedding |
¢ of blood, that this my people may
£ recover their rights and “4govern- |
# ment, who have dissented away }
g from you because of your wicked- §
# ness in retaining from them their §
rights of government, and exceptye ;
§ do this, I will avenge their wrongs. §
£ 1am blddlanhl
And now it came to pass wi en

Lachoneus received this epistle he
was exceedingly astonished, be-
causé of the boldness of Giddianhi
demanding the possession of the
land of the Nephites, and also of
threatening the people and aveng-
ing the wrongs of those that had
received no wrong, save it were
| onged themselves by
dissenting away unto those wicked

12 Now behold, this Lachoneus,

|

Lachoneus Prepares for War

hearken to the epistle of Gi
the governor of t

the governor, was a just man, and
could not be frightened by the
demands and the threatenings of
a “robber; therefore he did not
ianhi,
€ robbers, but he
people should ¢

did cause that his peopl 1Ld CIy
or stle against

unto the Lord

the time that the robbers should

come down against them.

13 Yea, he sent a proclamation
among all the people, that they
should “gather together their women,
and their children, their flocks and
their herds, and all their substance,

save it were their land, unto one place.
14 And he caused fha "3f0r’t'1.?1<,a-

tions should be built round about

them, and the strength thereof
should be exceedingly great. And
he caused that armies, both of the
Nephites and of the Lamanites, or of
all them who were numbered among
the Nephites, should be placed as
uards round about to watch them,

and to guard them from the robbers

day and night.

15 Yea, he said unto them: As the
Lord llveth except ye repent of all
and cry unto the
Lord, ye will in nowise be “delivered
out of the hands of those Gadianton
robbers.

16 And so great and marvelous
were the words and prophecies of
Lachoneus that they did cause fear
to come upon all the people; and
they did exert themselves in their
might to do according to the words
of Lachoneus.

17 And it came to pass that La-
choneus did appoint chief captains
over all the armies of the Nephites,

ites,
to command them at the time that
the robbers should come down out
of the wilderness against them.
18 Now the chiefest among all the

chief captains and the great com-
mander of all the armies of the
Nephites was appointed, and his

name was *Gidgiddoni.

19 Now it was the custom among
all the Nephites to appoint for their
chief captains, (save it were in their

times of wickedness) some one that
had the spirit of revelation and

21d« om"was a great prophet among
them, as also was the chief judge.

20 Now the people said unto Gid-
giddoni: “Pray unto the Lord, and let
us go up upon the mountains and
into the wilderness, that we may
fall upon the robbers and destroy
them in their own lands.

21 But Gidgiddoni saith unto them:
The Lord *forbid; for if we should
oo up against them the Lord would
bdeliver us into their hands; there-
fore we will prepare ourselves in
the center of our lands, and we will
gather all our armies together, and
we will not go against them, but we
will wait till they shall come against
us; therefore as the Lord liveth, if
we do this he will deliver them into
our hands.

22 And it came to pass in the sev-
enteenth year, in the latter end of
the vear, the proclamation of La-
choneus had gone forth throughout
all the face of the land, and they
had taken their ¢horses, and their
chariots, and their cattle, and all
their flocks, and their herds, and
their grain, and all their substance,
and did march forth by thousands
and by tens of thousands, until they
had all gone forth to the ’place
which ‘had been appointed that
they should gather themselves to-
gether, to defend themselves against
their enemies.

23 And the “land which was
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The Nephites Gather Together

appointed was the land of Zara-

hemla, and the land which was

etween the land Zarahemla and

the land *Bountiful, yea, to the
line which was between the cland
Bountiful and the land Desolation.

24 And there were a great many

thousand people who were called
Nephites, who did gather them-
selves together in this land. Now
Lachoneus did cause that they
should gather themselves together
in the land “southward, because of
the great curse which was upon the
®land northward.

25 And they did fortify themselves
ggaiﬁst their leneamiesdand theb %id

well inone land, and in one bo %
and they did fear the words whic
had been spoken by Lachoneus,
insomuch that they did repent of
all their sins; an ey put up
their “prayers unto the Lord their
God, that he would deliver them in
the time that their enemies should
come down against them to battle.

26 And they were exceedingly sor-
rowful because of their enemies.
And Gidgiddoni did cause that they
should make *“weapons of war of ev-
ery Kkind, and they should be strong
with armor, and with shields, and
with bucklers, after the manner of
his instruction.

CHAPTER 4

The Nephite armies defeat the Gadian-
ton robbers—Giddianhi is slain, and his
successor, Zemnarihah, is hanged—The
Nephites praise the Lord for their vic-
tories. About A.D. 19-22.

AND it came to pass that in the lat-
ter end of the eighteenth year those
armies of “robbers had prepared
for battle, and began to come down
and to sally forth from the hills,
and out of the mountains, and the

wilderness, and their strongholds,
and their bsecret places, and be-
gan to take possession of the lands,
both which were in the land south
and which were in the land north,
and began to take possession of all
the lands which had been ‘deserted
by the Nephites, and the cities which
had been left desolate.

2 But behold, there were no wild
beasts nor “game in those lands
which had been deserted by the
Nephites, and there was no game
for the robbers save it were in the
wilderness.

3 And the robbers could not exist
save it were in the wilderness, for

the want of food; for the Nephites/

had left their lands desolate, @

had gathered their flocks and tk

herds and all their sub
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13 And it came to pass that 4Gid-
giddoni commanded that his armies
should pursue them as far as the
borders of the wilderness, and that
they should not spare any that
should fall into their hands by the
way;and thus they did pursue them
and did slay them, to the borders
of the wilderness, even until they
had fulfilled the commandment of
Gidgiddoni.

14 And it camc to pass that Gid-

% dianhi, who had stood and fought
- Jwith boldness, was pursued as he
Afled; and being wearv becdause of
~ %is much fighting he was overtaken

d slain. And thus was the end of

d iddianhi the robber.

% And it came to pass that the
. Wies of the Nephites did return
fin to their place of security. And
- game to pass that this nineteenth
gar did pass away, and the rob-
ers did not come again to battle;

- Jeither did they come again in the
twentieth year.

16 And in the twenty and first year
they did not come up to battle, but
they came up on all sides to lay siege
round about the people of Nephi;

w ™ for they did suppose that if rhey

should cult off the people of Nephi
from thcir ¢lands, and should hcm
them in on every side, and if they
should cut them off from all their
outward privileges, that they could
cause them to yield themselves up
according to their wishes.

17 Now they had appointed unto
themselves another leader, whose
name was Zemnarihah; therefore
it was Zemnarihah that did cause
that this siege should take place.

18 But behold, this was an ad-
vantage to the Nephites; for it was
impossible for the robbers to lay
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“What if the day of His coming were tomorrow? If we
knew that we would meet the Lord tomorrow—
through our premature death or His unexpected
coming—what would we do today? What
confessions would we make? What practices would
we discontinue? What accounts would we settle?
What forgivenesses would we extend? What
testimonies would we bear?

“If we would do those things then, why not now?
Why not seek peace while peace can be obtained? If
our lamps of preparation are drawn down, let us start
iImmediately to replenish them.

“We need to make both temporal and spiritual
preparation for the events prophesied at the time of
the Second Coming. And the preparation most likely



preparation 1or the events prophesied at the time o1
the Second Coming. And the preparation most likely
to be neglected is the one less visible and more
difficult—the spiritual. ...

“Are we following the Lord’s command, ‘Stand ye in
holy places, and be not moved, until the day of the
Lord come; for behold, it cometh quickly’? (D&C
87:8). What are those ‘holy places’? Surely they
Include the temple and its covenants faithfully kept.
Surely they include a home where children are
treasured and parents are respected. Surely the holy
places include our posts of duty assigned by
priesthood authority, including missions and callings
faithfully fulfilled in branches, wards, and stakes”

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 2004, 7-8; or
Ensign, May 2004, 9—-10).



The Nephites Gather Together

appointed was the land of Zara-
hemla, and the land which was
between the land Zarahemla and
the land °*Bountiful, yea, to the
line which was between the ‘land
Bountiful and the land Desolation.

24 And there were a great many
thousand people who were called
Nephites, who did gather them-
selves together in this land. Now
Lachoneus did cause that they
should gather themselves together
in the land “southward, because of
the great curse which was upon the
*land northward.

25 And they did fortify themselves
against their enemies; and they did
dwell in one land, and in one body,
and they did fear the words which
had been spoken by Lachoneus,
insomuch that they did repent of
all their sins; and they did put up
their “prayers unto the Lord their
God, that he would deliver them in
the time that their enemies should
come down against them to battle.

26 And they were exceedingly sor-
rowful because of their enemies.
And Gidgiddoni did cause that they
should make “weapons of war of ev-
ery kind, and they should be strong
with armor, and with shields, and
with bucklers, after the manner of
his instruction.

CHAPTER 4

The Nephite armies defeat the Gadian-
ton robbers—Giddianhi is slain, and his
successor, Zemnarihah, is hanged—The
Nephites praise the Lord for their vic-
tories. About A.D. 19-22.

AND it came to pass that in the lat-
ter end of the eighteenth year those
armies of “robbers had prepared
for battle, and began to come down

and to sally forth from the hills,
and out of t% e mountains, and the

them and slay theh_
dianhi gave comm
his armies that in t
should go up to batt
Nephites. N e
7 And it came to pass that t ey did,
come up to battle; and it was ing”
sixth month; and behold great &,
terrible was the day that they diy
come up to battle; and they wert

wilderness, and their strongholds,
and their bsecret places, and be-
gan to take possession of the lands,
both which were in the land south
and which were in the land north,
and began to take possession of all
the lands which had been ‘deserted
by the Nephites, and the cities which
had been left desolate.
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2 But behold, there were no wild girded about after the manner of ~ Jay that
beasts nor “game in those lands robbers; and they had a lamb-skin ds by the
which had been deserted by the about their loins, and they were  bursue them
Nephites, and there was no game dved in blood, and their heads werglmas® 2 borders
for the robbers save it were in the shorn, and they had head-plag Bountiful O htil they
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was Lhe appearance of the
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3 And the robbers could not exist
save it were in the wilderness, for
the want of food; for the Nephites
had left their lands desolate, and
had gathered their flocks and their
herds and all their substance, and
they were in one body.

4 Therefore, there was no chance
for the robbers to plunder and to
obtain food, save it were to come
up in open battle against the Neph-
ites; and the Nephites being in one
body, and having so great a num-
ber, and having reserved for them-
selves provisions, and “horses and
cattle, and flocks of every kind, that
thev might subsist for the space
of bseven years, in the which time
they did hope to destroy the rob-
bers from off the face of the land;
and thus the eighteenth year did
pass away.

5 And it came to pass that in the
nineteenth year Giddianhi found
that it was expedient that he should
go up to battle against the Nep N
ites, for there was “no way that t ~ gdunto
could subsist save it were to g - /G whose
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The Nephites Gather Together

appointed was the land of Zara-
hemla, and the land which was
between the land Zarahemla and
the land *Bountiful, yea, to the
line which was between the cland
Bountiful and the land Desolation.

24 And there were a great many
thousand people who were called
Nephites, who did gather them-
selves together in this land. Now
Lachoneus did cause that they
should gather themselves together
in the land “southward, because of
the great curse which was upon the
*land northward.

25 And they did fortify themselves |

against their enemies; and they did
dwell in one land, and in one body,

and they did fear the words which §

had been spoken by Lachoneus,
insomuch that they did repent of
all their sins; and they did put up

their “prayers unto the Lord their }
God, that he would deliver them in §

the time that their enemies should
come down against them to battle.

26 And they were exceedingly sor-
rowful because of their enemies.

And Gidgiddoni did cause that they

should make “weapons of war of ev-
ery kind, and they should be strong

with armor, and with shields, and }

with bucklers, after the manner of
his instruction.

CHAPTER 4

The Nephite armies defeat the Gadian- §
ton robbers—Giddianhi is slain, and his §

Nephites praise the Lord for their vic- §

tories. About A.D. 19-22.
AND it came to pass that in the lat-

for battle, and began to come down

and to sally forth from the hills, |
and out of t% e mountains, and the

3 And the robbers could not exist
- save it were in the wilderness, for }
' the want of food; for the Nephites }
had left their lands desolate, and }
- had gathered their flocks and their
. herds and all their substance, and |
i they were in one body. |

4 Therefore, there was no chance |
for the robbers to plunder and to |
. obtain food, save it were to come |
! upinopen battle against the Neph- j
 ites; and the Nephites being in one }
' body, and having so great a num- !
ber, and having reserved for them- }
. selves provisions, and “horses and |
¢ cattle, and flocks of every kind, that §
thev might subsist for the space !
- of bseven years, in the which time |
! they did hope to destroy the rob- |
¢ bers from off the face of the land; |
- and thus the eighteenth year did |
I pass away.
5 And it tsame t% pczllcsls that in thde
, ) ! nineteenth year Giddianhi found !
successor, Zemnarinah, is hanged—The { thatit was expedient that he should
g0 up to battle against the Neph-
. ites, for there was “no way that they }
! could subsist save it were to plun- |
ter end of the eighteenth year those :
armies of “robbers had prepared ¢}

wilderness, and their strongholds,
and their ’secret places, and be-
gan to take possession of the lands,
both which were in the land south
and which were in the land north,
and began to take possession of all
the lands which had been ‘deserted
by the Nephites, and the cities which
had been left desolate.

2 But behold, there were no wild
beasts nor “game in those lands
which had been deserted by the
Nephites, and there was no game
for the robbers save it were in the

der and rob and murder.

6 And they durst not spread them- !
- selves upon the face of the land in- §
somuch that they could raise grain, |
. lest the Nephites should come upon |
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The War with the Robbers Resumes

. should go up to battle against the
— { And 1t came to pass tha
come up to battle; and it was in the
sixth month; and behold, great and
terrible was the day that they did
come up to battle; and they were
girded about after the manner of
robbers; and they had a lamb-skin
about their loins, and they were
dved in blood, and their heads were
shorn, and they had head-plates
upon them; and great and terrible
was Lhe appearance of the armies ol
Giddianhi, becausce of their armor,
and because of their being dyed
in blood.

8 And it came to pass that the

armies of the Nephites, when the

saw the appearance of the army

of Giddi anﬁi, had all fallen to the
rth, and did lift their cries to the

.ord their God, that he would spare
them and deliver them out of the
hands of their enemies.

9 And it came to pass that when
the armies of Giddianhi saw this
they began to shout with a loud
voice, because of their joy, for they
had supposed that the Nephites had
fallen with fear because of the ter-
ror of their armies.

10 But in this thing they were
disappointed, for the Nephites dic
nol “fear them; bul they id
their God and did supplicatc him
for ’protection; therefore, when the
armies of Giddianhi did rush upon
them they were prepared to meet
them; yea, in the strength of the
Lord they did receive them.

11 And the battle commenced in
this the sixth month; and great and
terrible was the battle thereof, vea,
great and terrible was the “slaughter
thereof, insomuch that there never
was known so great a slaughter
among all the people of Lehi since
he left Jerusalem.

. them and slay them; therefore Gid-
dianhi gave commandment unto |
his armies that in this year they |
| Nephites did beat them, insomuch
| that they did fall back from before
ey did

12 And notwithstanding the
athreatenings and the oaths which
Giddianhi had made, behold, the

them.

13 And it came to pass that *Gid-
giddoni commanded that his armies
should pursue them as far as the
borders of the wilderness, and that
they should not spare any that
should fall into their hands by the
way; and thus they did pursue them
and did slay them, to the borders
of the wilderness, even until they
had fulfilled the commandment of
Gidgiddoni.

14 And it camc to pass that Gid-
dianhi, who had stood and fought
with boldness, was pursued as he
fled; and being weary because of
his much fighting he was overtaken
and slain. And thus was the end of
Giddianhi the robber.

15 And it came to pass that the
armies of the Nephites did return
again to their place of security. And
it came to pass that this nineteenth
yvear did pass away, and the rob-
bers did not come again to battle;
neither did they come again in the
twentieth year.

16 And in the twenty and first year
they did not come up to battle, but
they came up on all sides to lay siege
round about the people of Nephi;
for they did suppose that if they
should cut off the people of Nephi
from their “lands, and should hcm
them in on every side, and if they
should cut them off from all their
outward privileges, that they could
cause them to yield themselves up
according to their wishes,

17 Now they had appointed unto
themselves another leader, whose
name was Zemnarihah; therefore
it was Zemnarihah that did cause
that this siege should take place.

18 But behold, this was an ad-
vantage to the Nephites; for it was
impossible for the robbers to lay
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“Preparing ourselves and our families for the
challenges of the coming years will require us to
replace fear with faith. We must be able to overcome
the fear of enemies who oppose and threaten us. The
Lord has said, ‘Fear not, little flock; do good; let
earth and hell combine against you, for if ye are built
upon my rock, they cannot prevail’ (D&C 6:34)”

(Elder M. Russell Ballard in Conference Report, Oct. 1989, 43; or
Ensign, Nov. 1989, 34).




them and slay them; therefore Gid-
dianhi gave commandment unto
his armies that in this year they
should go up to battle against the
Nephites.

7 And it came
come up to ba
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them they were prepared to meet
them; yea, in the strength of the
Lord they did receive them.

11 And the battle commenced in
this the sixth month; and great and
terrible was the battle thereof, vea,
great and terrible was the slaughter
thereot insomuch that there never

12 And notwithstanding the
athreatenings and the oaths which
Giddianhi had made, behold, the

Nephites did beat rhem. # \rntpch
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should cut them off all their
outward privileges, that they could
cause them to yield themselves up
according to their wishes,

17 Now they had appointed unto
themselves another leader, whose
name was Zemnarihah; therefore
it was Zemnarihah that did cause
that this siege should take place

18 But behold, this
vantage to_

siege sufficiently long to have any

effect upon the Nephites, because
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25 And this did they do in the
night-time, and got on their march
beyond the robbers, so that on the
morrow, when the robbers began
their march, they were met by the
armies of the Nephites both in their
front and in their rear.

26 And the robbers who were on
the south were also cut off in their

places of retreat. And all these
things were done by command of
Gidgiddoni.

27 And there were many thou-
sands who did yvield themselves up
prisoners unto the Nephites, and

Lhe remainder of them were slain,

|

| 28 And their leader, Zemnarihah, |

t was taken and hanged upon atree,
i yea, even upon the top thereof un-
¢ til he was dead. And when they#
had hanged him until he was dead !
¢ they did fell the tree to the earth, ‘
and did cry with a loud voice,

t saying: |
! 29 May the Lord preserve his peo- ,
¢ ple in righteousness and in holiness
i of heart, that they may cause to be }
} felled to the earth all who shall seek |
to slay them because of power and i
¢ secret combinations, even as this}
: man hath been felled to the earth. }
t 30 And they did rejoice and cry,
{ again with one voice, saying: May i
i the “God of Abraham, and the God §
of Isaac, and the God ofJacoh pm-
! tect this people in righteousness, $O |
. long as they shall ®call on the name }

. of their God for ‘praotection. |

31 And it came to pass that they

[ did break forth, all as one, in sing-|

ing, and “praising their God for

i the great thlng which he had done !
{ for them, in preserving them from §

fallmg into the hands of thelr
enemies.
32 Yea, they did cry: Hosanna to

t the Most High God. And they did |
i cry: Blessed be the name of the Lord {
- God “Almighty, the Most High God. §
! 33 And their hearts were swollen |
t with joy, unto the gushing out ofi
I many tears because of the great |
g‘ooa ness of God in delivering them
 out of the hands of their enemies;

! and they knew it was because of
! their repentance and their humility }

“.f that they had been delivered from
i an everlasting destruction.
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The End of the Robbers

Nephites Give Thanks

CHAPTER 5

The Nephites repent and forsake their
sins—Mormon writes the history of his
people and declares the everlasting word
to them—Israel will be gathered in from
her long dispersion. About A.D. 22-26.

AND now behold, there was not a
living soul among all the people
of the Nephites who did *doubt in
the least the words of all the holy
prophets who had spoken; for they
knew that it must needs be that
they must be fulfilled.

2 And they knew that it must be
expedient that Christ had come, be-
cause of the many signs which had
been given, according to the words
of the prophets; and because of the
things which had come to pass al-
ready they knew that it must needs
be that all things should come to
pass accordmg to that which had

3 Therefore they did forsake all
i their sins, and their abominations, §
i and their whoredoms, and did serve
God w1th, alldlllence dayandmght

came to pass
when they had taken all the rob-
bers prisoners, insomuch that none
did escape who were not slain, they
did cast their prisoners into prison,
and did causc the word of God to be
preached unto them; and as many
as would repent of their sins and
“enter into a “covenant that they
would murder no more were set at
‘liberty.

5 But as many as there were who
did not enter into a covenant, and
who did still continue to have those
secret murders in their hearts, yea,
as many as were found breathing
out threatenings against their breth-
ren were condemned and punished
according to the law.

6 And thus they did put an end

to all those wicked, and secret,
and abominable combinations,
in the which there was so much
wickedness, and so many murders
committed.

7 And thus had the “twenty and
second vear passed away, and the
twenty and third year also, and the
twenty and fourth, and the twenty
and fifth; and thus had twenty and
five years passed away.

8 And there had many things tran-
spired which, in the eyes of some,
would be great and marvelous; nev-
ertheless, they cannot all be written
in this book; yea, this book cannot
contain even a “hundredth part
of what was done among so many
people in the space of twenty and
five years;

9 But behold there are “records
which do contain *all the proceed-
ings of this people; and a °shorter
but true account was given by
Nephi.

10 Therefore I have made my
“record of these things according
to the record of Nephi, which was
engraven on the plates which were
called the Pplates of Nephi.

11 And behold, I do make the
record on plates which I have made
with mine own hands.

12 And bchold, I am callcd “Mor-
mon, being called after the ’land of
Mormon, the land in which Alma
did establish the church among the
people, yea, the first church which
was established among them after
their transgression.

13 Behold, I am a disciple of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. I have been
“called of him to declare his word
among his people, that they might
have everlasting life.

14 And it hath become expedient
that I, according to the will of God,
that the prayers of those who have
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gone hence, who were the holy ones,
should be fulfilled according to their
faith, should make a “record of these
things which have been done—

15 Yea, a“small record of that which
hath taken place from the time that
Lehi left Jerusalem, even down un-
til the present time.

16 Therefore I do make my record
from the accounts which have been
given by those who were before me,
until the commencement of my day;

17 And then I do make a “record of
the things which I have seen with
mine own eves.

18 And I know the record which 1
make to be a just and a true record;
nevertheless there are many things
which, according to our “language,
we are not able to Pwrite.

19 And now I make an end of my
saying, which is of myself, and
proceed to give my account of the
things which have been before me.

20 T am Mormon, and a pure “de-
scendant of Lehi. 1 have reason to
bless my God and my Savior Jesus
Christ, that he brought our fathers
out of the land of Jerusalem, (and
’no one kKnew it save it were him-
self and those whom he brought
out of that land) and that he hath
given me and my people so much
knowledge unto the salvation of
our souls.

21 Surely he hath “blessed the
house of ?Jacob, and hath been
‘merciful unto the seed of Joseph.

22 And “insomuch as the children
of Lehi have kept his command-
ments he hath blessed them and
prospered them according to his
word.

23 Yea, and surely shall he again
bring a “remnant of the seed of Jo-
seph to the *knowledge of the Lord
their God.

24 And as surely as the Lord liv-
eth, will he °gather in from the four
quarters of the earth all the rem-
nant of the ’seed of Jacob, who are
scattered abroad upon all the face
of the earth.

25 And as he hath “covenanted with
all the house of Jacob, even so shall
the covenant wherewith he hath
covenanted with the house of Jacob
be fulfilled in his own due time,
unto the brestoring all the house
of Jacob unto the knowledge of the
covenant that he hath covenanted
with them.

26 And then shall they “know their
Redeemer, who is Jesus Christ, the
Son of God; and then shall they be
gathered in from the four quarters
of the earth unto their own lands,
from whence they have been dis-
persed; yea, as the Lord liveth so
shall it be. Amen,

CHAPTER 6

The Nephites prosper—Pride, wealth,
and class distinctions arise—The
Church is rent with dissensions—Sa-
tan leads the people in open rebellion—
Many prophets cry repentance and are
slain—Their murderers conspire to take
over the government. About A.D. 26-30.

AND now it came to pass that the
people of the Nephites did all return
to their own lands in the twenty
and sixth year, every man, with
his family, his flocks and his herds,
his “horses and his cattle, and all

14a Enos 1:16 (13-18); ‘

b 1 Ne. 4:36;

‘ 23a Alma 46:24;
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“If we think deeply, we realize that the first principle—faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ—underlies all else; that is, it takes faith in Christ to
repent or be baptized or perform any other ordinances of the gospel.
Jesus made saving repentance possible and He made baptism
meaningful. If we have faith in Him, we will repent and be baptized.

“If we do not repent, or refuse to be baptized, or are unwilling to keep
His commandments, it iIs because we do not have sufficient faith In
Him. Thus, repentance, baptism, and all other principles and
ordinances are not entirely separate but are actually extensions of our
faith in Christ. Without faith in Him, we do little of eternal value. With
faith in Him, our lives become focused on doing things of eternal
value”

(Elder John H. Groberg in Conference Report, Oct. 1993, 35; or Ensign, Nov. 1993, 26).



CHAPTER 5

The Nephites repent and forsake their
sins—Mormon writes the history of his

people and declares the everlasting word |

AND now behold, there was not a
living soul among all the people
of the Nephites who did *doubt in
the least the words of all the holy
prophets who had spoken; for they
knew that it must needs be that
they must be fulfilled.

2 And they knew that it must be
expedient that Christ had come, be-
cause of the many signs which had
been given, according to the words
of the prophets; and because of the
things which had come to pass al-
ready they knew that it must needs
be that all things should come to
pass according to that which had
been spoken.

3 Therefore they did forsake all
their sins, and their abominations,
and thelr whoredoms, and did serve

Nephites Give Thanks

¢ “liberty.

i according to the law.

The End of the Robbers

"4 And now it came to pass t at"'
¢ when they had taken all the rob- §
{ bers prisoners, insomuch that none §
i did escape who were not slain, they §
- did cast their prisoners into prison, §
i and did causc thcword of God to bc §
¢ preache ) 1N  many § mon, being called after the *land of
¢ as would repent o thelr sins and #
| “enter into a covenant that they §
! would murder no more were set at §
i was established among them after

5 But as many as there were who §
| did not enter into a covenant, and §
t who did still continue to have those
| “secret murders in their hearts, yea, §
i as many as were found breathing §
¢ out threatenings against their breth- |
i ren were condemned and punished §
y thatl, according to the will of God,
{ 6 And thus they did put an end §

tand abominable combinations, §
{ in the which there was so much

' wickedness, and so many murders |

to them—Israel will be gathered in from '," Oltt TP

her long dispersion. About A.D. 22-26.

second vear passed away, and the
twenty and third year also, and the
twenty and fourth, and the twenty
and fifth; and thus had twenty and
five years passed away.

8 And there had many things tran-
spired which, in the eyes of some,
would be great and marvelous; nev-
ertheless, they cannot all be written
in this book; yea, this book cannot
contain even a “hundredth part
of what was done among so many
people in the space of twenty and
five years;

9 But behold there are “records
which do contain *all the proceed-
ings of this people; and a “shorter
but true account was given by
Nephi.

10 Therefore I have made my
“record of these things according
to the record of Nephi, which was
engraven on the plates which were
called the Pplates of Nephi.

11 And behold, I do make the
record on plates which I have made
with mine own hands.

12 And bchold, I am callcd “Mor-

Mormon, the land in which Alma
did establish the church among the
people, yea, the first church which

their transgression.

13 Behold, I am a disciple of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. I have been
“called of him to declare his word
among his people, that they might
have everlasting life.

14 And it hath become expedient

that the prayers of those who have

B 1. 1~ NArrlhé |
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gone hence, who were the holy ones,
should be fulfilled according to their
faith, should make a “record of these
things which have been done—

15 Yea, a“small record of that which
hath taken place from the time that
Lehi left Jerusalem, even down un-
til the present time.

16 Therefore I do make my record
from the accounts which have been
given by those who were before me,
until the commencement of my day;

17 And then I do make a “record of
the things which I have seen with
mine own eves.

18 And I know the record which 1
make to be a just and a true record;
nevertheless there are many things
which, according to our “language,
we are not able to Pwrite.

19 And now I make an end of my
saying, which is of myself, and
proceed to give my account of the
things which have been before me.

20 T am Mormon, and a pure “de-
scendant of Lehi. 1 have reason to
bless my God and my Savior Jesus
Christ, that he brought our fathers
out of the land of Jerusalem, (and
’no one kKnew it save it were him-
self and those whom he brought
out of that land) and that he hath
given me and my people so much
knowledge unto the salvation of
our souls.

21 Surely he hath “blessed the
house of ?Jacob, and hath been
‘merciful unto the seed of Joseph.

22 And “insomuch as the children
of Lehi have kept his command-
ments he hath blessed them and
prospered them according to his
word.

23 Yea, and surely shall he again
bring a “remnant of the seed of Jo-
seph to the *knowledge of the Lord
their God.

24 And as surely as the Lord liv-
eth, will he °gather in from the four
quarters of the earth all the rem-
nant of the ’seed of Jacob, who are
scattered abroad upon all the face
of the earth.

25 And as he hath “covenanted with
all the house of Jacob, even so shall
the covenant wherewith he hath
covenanted with the house of Jacob
be fulfilled in his own due time,
unto the brestoring all the house
of Jacob unto the knowledge of the
covenant that he hath covenanted
with them.

26 And then shall they “know their
Redeemer, who is Jesus Christ, the
Son of God; and then shall they be
gathered in from the four quarters
of the earth unto their own lands,
from whence they have been dis-
persed; yea, as the Lord liveth so
shall it be. Amen,

CHAPTER 6

The Nephites prosper—Pride, wealth,
and class distinctions arise—The
Church is rent with dissensions—Sa-
tan leads the people in open rebellion—
Many prophets cry repentance and are
slain—Their murderers conspire to take
over the government. About A.D. 26-30.

AND now it came to pass that the
people of the Nephites did all return
to their own lands in the twenty
and sixth year, every man, with
his family, his flocks and his herds,
his “horses and his cattle, and all

14a Enos 1:16 (13-18); ‘

b 1 Ne. 4:36;

‘ 23a Alma 46:24;
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Nephites Give Thanks

The End of the Robbers

CHAPTER 5

The Nephites repent and forsake their
sins—Mormon writes the history of his
people and declares the everlasting word
to them—Israel will be gathered in from

her long dispersion. About A.D. 22-26. |

AND now behold, there was not a
living soul among all the people
of the Nephites who did *doubt in
the least the words of all the holy

prophets who had spoken; for they |[i

knew that it must needs be that
they must be fulfilled.

2 And they knew that it must be
expedient that Christ had come, be-
cause of the many signs which had
been given, according to the words
of the prophets; and because of the
things which had come to pass al-
ready they knew that it must needs
be that all things should come to
pass according to that which had
been spoken.

3 Therefore they did forsake all
their sins, and their abominations,
and their whoredoms, and did serve
God with all diligence day and night.

4 And now it came to pass that
when they had taken all the rob-
bers prisoners, insomuch that none
did escape who were not slain, they
did cast their prisoners into prison,

and did causc thc word of God to be |

preached unto them; and as many
as would repent of their sins and
“enter into a ‘covenant that they
would murder no more were set at
‘liberty.

5 But as many as there were who

did not enter into a covenant, and [}

who did still continue to have those
secret murders in their hearts, yea,
as many as were found breathing
out threatenings against their breth-

ren were condemned and punished |

according to the law.
6 And thus they did put an end

i “called
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to all those wicked, and secret,
and abominable combinations,
in the which there was so much

wickedness, and so many murders
COTINLLLECL

7 And thus had the “twenty and |
i second vear passed away, and the
| twenty and third year also, and the ¢
t twenty and fourth, and the twenty }
{ and fifth; and thus had twenty and |
 five years passed away.
8 And there had many things tran- &
' spired which, in the eyes of some, |
t would be great and marvelous; nev- §
' ertheless, they cannot all be written |
in this book; yea, this book cannot |
i contain even a “hundredth part ;
| of what was done among so many
i people in the space of twenty and |
§ five years; |
. 9 But behold there are “records §
{ which do contain *all the proceed- {
i ings of this people; and a “shorter §
 but true account was given by ¢
Nephi. ;
. 10 Therefore I have made my ¢{
t “‘record of these things according
' to the record of Nephi, which was !
| engraven on the plates which were §
{ called the Pplates of Nephi. i
i 11 And behold, I do make the
{ record on plates which I have made !
t with mine own hands. ;
' 12 And bchold, I am callcd *Mor-
i mon, being called after the *land of |
| Mormon, the land in which ATma |
dl’d'estaﬁlish the church among the
! people, yea, the first church which
i was established among them after §
! their transgression.
- 13 Behold, 1 am adisciple of Jesus
t Christ, the Son of God. I have been |
declare his word 3§
. among his people, that they might §
t have everlasting life. {
. 14 And it hath become expedient |
; that I, according to the will of God, §
{ that the prayers of those who have §

of him to
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i gone hence, who were the holy ones, |
' should be fulfilled according to their }
{ faith, should make a “record of these |
tthings which have been done— |
¢ 15 Yea,a“small record of that which |
 hath taken place from the time that |
¢ Lehi left Jerusalem, even down un- |
1 til the present time.
¢ 16 Therefore I do make my record |
from the accounts which have been |
i given by those who were before me, |
Luntil the commencement of my day; |

17 And then I do make a “record of |

19 And now I make an end of my

house of ?Jacob, and hath been
‘merciful unto the seed of Joseph.

22 And “insomuch as the children
of Lehi have kept his command-
ments he hath blessed them and
prospered them according to his
word.

ithe things which I have seen with !
‘mine own eyes.
¢ 18 And I know the record which1 }
:make to be a just and a true record;
: nevertheless there are many things
twhich, according to our “language,
fwe are not able to "write.

tsaying, which is of myself, and i}
iproceed to give my account of the i
' things which have been before me.
iscendant of Lehi. I have reason to i
ibless my God and my Savior Jesus {|
' Christ, that he brought our fathers |
rout of the land of Jerusalem, (and |
1’no one knew it save it were him- |
:self and those whom he brought |
jout of that land) and that he hath |
tgiven me and my people so much
tknowledge unto the salvation of }

|

' 26 And then shall they “know their }
i Redeemer, who is Jesus Christ, the }
Son of God; and then shall they be |
¢ gathered in from the four quarters
it of the earth unto their own lands, |
it from whence they have been dis- |
persed; yea, as the Lord liveth so
¢ shall it be. Amen.

23 Yea, and surely shall he again
bring a “remnant of the seed of Jo-
seph to the *knowledge of the Lord
their God.

24 And as surely as the Lord liv-
eth, will he °gather in from the four
quarters of the earth all the rem-
nant of the ’seed of Jacob, who are
scattered abroad upon all the face
of the earth.

25 And as he hath “covenanted with
all the house of Jacob, even so shall
the covenant wherewith he hath
covenanted with the house of Jacob
be fulfilled in his own due time,
unto the brestoring all the house
of Jacob unto the knowledge of the
covenant that he hath covenanted

CHAPTER 6

The Nephites prosper—Pride, wealth,
and class distinctions arise—The
Church is rent with dissensions—Sa-
tan leads the people in open rebellion—
Many prophets cry repentance and are
slain—Their murderers conspire to take
over the government. About A.D. 26-30.

AND now it came to pass that the
people of the Nephites did all return
to their own lands in the twenty
and sixth year, every man, with
his family, his flocks and his herds,
his “horses and his cattle, and all
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Nephites Rebuild and Prosper

things whatsoever did belong unto
them,

2 And it came to pass that they had
“not eaten up all their provisions;
therefore they did take with them
all that they had not devoured, of
all their grain of every kind, and
their gold, and their silver, and all
their precious things, and they did
return to their own lands and their
possessions, both on the north and
on the south, both on the land north-
ward and on the land southward.

3 And they granted unto those [

robbers who had “entered into a
covenant to keep the peace of the
land, who were desirous to remain
Lamanites, lands, according to their
numbers, that they might have, with
their labors, wherewith to subsist

upon; and thus they did establish |

peace in all the land.

4 And they began again to prosper
and to wax great; and the twenty
and sixth and seventh years passed
away, and there was great “order
in the land; and they had formed
their laws according to equity and
justice.

5 And now there was nothing in
all the land to hinder the people
from prospering continually, except
they should fall into transgression.

6 And now it was “Gidgiddoni, and
the judge, *Lachoneus, and those
who had been appointed leaders,
who had established this great peace
in the land.

7 And it came to pass that there
were many cities built anew, and
there were many old cities repaired.

8 And there were many “highways
cast up, and many roads made,
which led from city to city, and
from land to land, and from place
to place.

9 And thus passed away the twenty
and eighth year, and the people had
continual peace.

10 But it came to pass in the twenty
and ninth year there began to be
some disputings among the people;
and some were lifted up unto pride
and “boastings because of their ex-
ceedingly great riches, vea, even
unto great persecutions;

11 For there were many “mer-
chants in the land, and also many
Jlawyers, and many officers.
- 12 And the people began to be |
¢ distinguished by ranks, according }
! to their “riches and their chances |
¢ for learning; yea, some were %igno- |
| rant because of their poverty, and }
' others did receive great ‘learning |
' because of their riches. ;
t 13 Some were lifted up in pride,and |
¢ others were exceedingly humble; ;
! some did return railing for railing, |
¢ while others would receive railing |
' and ‘“persecution and all manner
¢ of Pafflictions, and would not turn §
¢ and ‘revile again, but were humble |
- 14 And thus there became a great
inequality in all the land, insomuch
that the church began to be broken
up; vea, insomuch that in the thirti-
eth year the church was broken up
in all the land save it were among
a few of the Lamanites who were
converted unto the true faith; and
“they would not depart from it, for
they were firm, and steadfast, and
immovable, willing with all °dili-
oence to keep the commandments
of the Lord.

15 Now the cause of this iniquity
of the people was this—*Satan had
great Ppower, unto the stirring up
of the people to do all manner of
iniquity, and to the puffing them up

e
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with pride, tempting them to seek
for power, and authority, and “riches,
and the vain things of the world.

16 And thus Satan did lead away
the hearts of the people to do all
manner of iniquity; therefore they
had enjoyed peace but a few years.

17 And thus, in the commencement
of the thirtieth year—the people
having been “delivered up for the
space of a long time to be carried
about by the *temptations of the
devil whithersoever he desired to
carry them, and to do whatsoever
iniquity he desired they should—
and thus in the commencement of
this, the thirtieth yvear, they were in
a state of awful wickedness.

18 Now they did not sin ®igno-
rantly, for they knew the *will of God
concerning them, for it had been
taught unto them; therefore they
did wilfully “rebel against God.

19 And now it was in the days of
Lachoneus, the son of *Lachoneus,
for Lachoneus did fill the seat of his
father and did govern the people
that year.

20 And there began to be men %in-
spired from heaven and sent forth,
standing among the people in all
the land, preaching and testifying
boldly of the sins and iniquities of
the people, and testifying unto them
concerning the redemption which
the Lord would make for his peo-
ple, or in other words, the resurrec-
tion of Christ; and they did testify
boldly of his Pdeath and sufferings.

21 Now there were many of the
people who were exceedingly an-
ory because of those who testified
of these things; and those who were
angry were chiefly the chief judges,
and they who *had been high priests
and lawyers; vea, all those who were

lawyers were angry with those who
testified of these things.

22 Now there was no lawyer nor
judge nor high priest that could
have power to condemn any one to
death save their condemnation was
signed by the governor of the land.

23 Now there were many of those
awho testified of the things pertain-
ing to Christ who testified boldly,
who were taken and put to death
bsecretly by the judges, that the
knowledge of their death came not
unto the governor of the land until
after their death.

24 Now behold, this was contrary
to the laws of the land, that any
man should be put to death except
they had power from the governor
of the land—

25 Therefore a complaint came up
unto the land of Zarahemla, to the
governor of the land, against these
judges who had condemned the
prophets of the Lord unto *death,
not according to the law.

26 Now it came to pass that they
were taken and brought up before
the judge, to be judged of the crime
which they had done, according to
the “law which had been given by
the people.

27 Now it came to pass that those
judges had many friends and kin-
dreds; and the remainder, yea, even
almost all the lawyers and the high
priests, did gather themselves to-
gether, and unite with the kKindreds
of those judges who were to be tried
according to the law.

28 And they did enter into a 2cov-
enant one with another, yea, even
into that covenant which was given
by them of old, which covenant was
given and administered by the devil,
to combine against all righteousness.
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“Certainly one of our God-given privileges is the
right to choose what our attitude will be In any
given set of circumstances. We can let the events
that surround us determine our actions—or we
can personally take charge and rule our lives,
using as guidelines the principles of pure religion.
Pure religion is learning the gospel of Jesus Christ
and then putting it into action. Nothing will ever be
of real benefit to us until it is incorporated into our
own lives”

(Elder Marvin J. Ashton in Conference Report, Oct. 1982, 91; or
Ensign, Nov. 1982, 63).



Nephites Rebuild and Prosper

things whatsoever did belong unto
them.,

2 And it came to pass that they had
“not eaten up all their provisions;
therefore they did take with them
all that they had not devoured, of
all their grain of every kind, and
their gold, and their silver, and all
their precious things, and they did
return to their own lands and their
possessions, both on the north and
on the south, both on the land north-
ward and on the land southward.

3 And they granted unto those
robbers who had “entered into a
covenant to keep the peace of the
land, who were desirous to remain
Lamanites, lands, according to their
numbers, that they might have, with
their labors, wherewith to subsist
upon; and thus they did establish
peace in all the land.

4 And they began again to prosper
and to wax great; and the twenty
and sixth and seventh years passed
away, and there was great “order
in the land; and they had formed

their laws according to equity and | _an

justice.

5 And now there was nothing in
all the land to hinder the people
from prospering continually, except
they should fall into transgression.

6 And now it was “Gidgiddoni, and §

the judge, *Lachoneus, and those
who had been appointed leaders,
who had established this great peace
in the land.

7 And it came to pass that there
were many cities built anew, and
there were many old cities repaired.

8 And there were many “highways
cast up, and many roads made,
which led from city to city, and
from land to land, and from place
to place.

9 And thus passed away the twenty
and eighth year, and the people had
continual peace.

10 But it came to pass in the twenty
and ninth year there began to be
some disputings among the people;
and some were lifted up unto pride
and “boastings because of their ex-
ceedingly great riches, vea, even
unto great persecutions;

11 For there were many “mer-
chants in the land, and also many
*lawvyers, and many officers.

12 And the people began to be
distinguished by ranks, according
to their “riches and their chances
for learning; yea, some were *igno-
rant because of their poverty, and
others did receive great ‘learning
because of their riches.

13 Some were lifted up in pride, and
others were exceedingly humble;
some did return railing for railing,
while others would receive railing
and “persecution and all manner
of Pafflictions, and would not turn
and Crew ile again but were humble

14 And thus there became a great
: inequality in all the land, insomuch
| that the church began to be broken }
up; vea, insomuch that in the thirti- }
¢ eth yvear the church was broken up i
in all the land save it were among }
i a few of the Lamanites who were |
. converted unto the true faith; and |
. “they would not depart from it, for §
| they were firm, and steadfast, and }
| immovable, willing with all °dili- |
. gence to keep the commandments §
. of the Lord. i
. 15 Now the cause of this iniquity
¢ of the people was this—*Satan had |
¢ great Ppower, unto the stirring up ¢
¢ of the people to do all manner of }
:’; 1mqu1ty, and to the pufflng them up 3
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| and the vain things of the world.

of the thirtieth vear—the people
having been “delivered up for the
space of a long time to be carried
about by the *temptations of the
devil whithersoever he desired to
carry them, and to do whatsoever
iniquity he desired they should—
and thus in the commencement of
this, the thirtieth year, they were in
a state of awful wickedness.

18 Now they did not sin ®igno-
rantly, for they knew the *will of God
concerning them, for it had been
taught unto them:; therefore they
did wilfully “rebel against God.

19 And now it was in the days of
Lachoneus, the son of *Lachoneus,
for Lachoneus did fill the seat of his
father and did govern the people
that year.

20 And there began to be men %in-
spired from heaven and sent forth,
standing among the people in all
the land, preaching and testifying
boldly of the sins and iniquities of
the people, and testifying unto them
concerning the redemption which
the Lord would make for his peo-
ple, or in other words, the resurrec-
tion of Christ; and they did testify
boldly of his Pdeath and sufferings.

21 Now there were many of the
people who were exceedingly an-
ory because of those who testified
of these things; and those who were
angry were chiefly the chief judges,
and they who *had been high priests
and lawyers; vea, all those who were

(with pride, tempting them o seek |
{ for power, and authority, and ‘riches, |

{ 16 And thus Satan did lead away ¢
t the hearts of the people to do all §
: manner of 1n1qu1ty therefore they i
Ie§ >d ped _ { signed by the governor of the land.
17 And thus, in the (,ommem,ement

lawyers were angry with those who
testified of these things.

22 Now there was no lawyer nor
judge nor high priest that could
have power to condemn any one to
death save their condemnation was

23 Now there were many of those
awho testified of the things pertain-
ing to Christ who testified boldly,
who were taken and put to death
bsecretly by the judges, that the
knowledge of their death came not
unto the governor of the land until
after their death.

24 Now behold, this was contrary
to the laws of the land, that any
man should be put to death except
they had power from the governor
of the land—

25 Therefore a complaint came up
unto the land of Zarahemla, to the
governor of the land, against these
judges who had condemned the
prophets of the Lord unto *death,
not according to the law.

26 Now it came to pass that they
were taken and brought up before
the judge, to be judged of the crime
which they had done, according to
the “law which had been given by
the people.

27 Now it came to pass that those
judges had many friends and kin-
dreds; and the remainder, yea, even
almost all the lawyers and the high
priests, did gather themselves to-
gether, and unite with the kKindreds
of those judges who were to be tried
according to the law.

28 And they did enter into a 2cov-
enant one with another, yea, even
into that covenant which was given
by them of old, which covenant was
given and administered by the devil,
to combine against all righteousness.
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“Surely it should give us more pause than it does to
think of how casually we sometimes give to [Satan]
who could not control his own ego in the premortal
world such awful control over our egos here. We
often let the adversary do indirectly now what we
refused to let him do directly then”

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “We Will Prove Them Herewith” [1982], 45).



Nephites Rebuild and Prosper

things whatsoever did belong unto
them.,

2 And it came to pass that they had
“not eaten up all their provisions;
therefore they did take with them
all that they had not devoured, of
all their grain of every kind, and
their gold, and their silver, and all
their precious things, and they did
return to their own lands and their
possessions, both on the north and
on the south, both on the land north-
ward and on the land southward.

3 And they granted unto those
robbers who had “entered into a
covenant to keep the peace of the
land, who were desirous to remain
Lamanites, lands, according to their
numbers, that they might have, with
their labors, wherewith to subsist
upon; and thus they did establish
peace in all the land.

4 And they began again to prosper
and to wax great; and the twenty
and sixth and seventh years passed
away, and there was great “order
in the land; and they had formed
their laws according to equity and
justice.

5 And now there was nothing in
all the land to hinder the people
from prospering continually, except
they should fall into transgression.

6 And now it was “Gidgiddoni, and
the judge, *Lachoneus, and those
who had been appointed leaders,
who had established this great peace
in the land.

7 And it came to pass that there
were many cities built anew, and
there were many old cities repaired.

8 And there were many “highways
cast up, and many roads made,
which led from city to city, and
from land to land, and from place
to place.

9 And thus passed away the twenty
and eighth year, and the people had
continual peace.

10 But it came to pass in the twenty
and ninth year there began to be
some disputings among the people;
and some were lifted up unto pride
and “boastings because of their ex-
ceedingly great riches, vea, even
unto great persecutions;

11 For there were many “mer-
chants in the land, and also many
*lawvyers, and many officers.

12 And the people began to be
distinguished by ranks, according
to their “riches and their chances
for learning; yea, some were *igno-
rant because of their poverty, and
others did receive great ‘learning
because of their riches.

13 Some were lifted up in pride, and
others were exceedingly humble;
some did return railing for railing,
while others would receive railing
and “persecution and all manner
of Pafflictions, and would not turn
and ‘revile again, but were humble
and penitent before God.

14 And thus there became a great
inequality in all the land, insomuch
that the church began to be broken
up; vea, insomuch that in the thirti-
eth year the church was broken up
in all the land save it were among
a few of the Lamanites who were
converted unto the true faith; and
“they would not depart from it, for
they were firm, and steadfast, and
immovable, willing with all °dili-
oence to keep the commandments
of the Lord.

15 Now the cause of this iniquity
of the people was this—*Satan had
great Ppower, unto the stirring up
of the people to do all manner of
iniquity, and to the puffing them up
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with pride, tempting them to seek
for power, and authority, and “riches,
and the vain things of the world.

16 And thus Satan did lead away
the hearts of the people to do all
manner of iniquity; therefore they
had enjoyed peace but a few years.

17 And thus, in the commencement
of the thirtieth year—the people
having been “delivered up for the
space of a long time to be carried
about by the *temptations of the
devil whithersoever he desired to
carry them, and to do whatsoever
iniquity he desired they should—
and thus in the commencement of
this, the thirtieth year, they were in
a state of awful wickedness.

18 Now they did not sin “igno-

taught unto them; therefore they
did wilfully Crebel_ agalnst God.

Lachoneus, the son of *Lachoneus,
for Lachoneus did fill the seat of his
father and did govern the people
that year.

20 And there began to be men %in-
spired from heaven and sent forth,
standing among the people in all
the land, preaching and testifying

boldly of the sins and iniquities of [f

the people, and testifying unto them
concerning the redemption which
the Lord would make for his peo-
ple, or in other words, the resurrec-
tion of Christ; and they did testify
boldly of his Pdeath and sufferings.

21 Now there were many of the
people who were exceedingly an-
ory because of those who testified
of these things; and those who were
angry were chiefly the chief judges,
and they who had been hij riests
and lawyers; yea, all those who were

18~ 7 Qolfichnoce

lawyers were angry with those who
testified of these things.

22 Now there was no lawyer nor
judge nor high priest that could
have power to condemn any one to
death save their condemnation was
signed by the governor of the land.

23 Now there were many of those
awho testified of the things pertain-
ing to Christ who testified boldl
who were tak‘nan | 'put to*

bsecretly by the judges, that the
knowledge of their deatl mme not
unto the governor of the land until
after their death.

24 Now behold, this was contrary
to the laws of the land, that any
man should be put to death except
they had power from the governor
of the land—

25 Therefore a complaint came up
unto the land of Zarahemla, to the
governor of the land, against these
judges who had condemned the
prophets of the Lord unto *death,
not according to the law.

26 Now it came to pass that they
were taken and brought up before
the judge, to be judged of the crime
which they had done, according to
the “law which had been given by
27 Now 1t came to pass that those }
¢ judges had many friends and kin- i
{ dreds; and the remainder, yea, even |
t almost all the lawyers and the high |
| priests, did gather themselves to- }
. gether, and unite with the kindreds §
i of those judges who were to be tried |
i according to the law. .
i 28 And they did enter into a cov- |
t enant one with another, vea, even |
¢ into that covenant which was given |
. by them of old, which covenant was ¢
! given and administered by the tdevil, :
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The Central Government is Destroyed

N ba

} Now behold, I will show unto you ]
t that they dld not establish a King }
. over the land; but in this same year, }
i yea, the thirtieth year, they did |
¢ destroy upon the judgment-seat,
i yea, did murder the chief judge of }
? the land. ;
i 2 And the people were divided one }
{ againstanother;and they did “sepa- |
¢ rate one from another into tribes, §
¢ every man according to his family |
{ and his kindred and friends; and |
. thus they did destroy the govern- }
i ment of the land.
' 3 And every tribe did appoint a i
. chief or a leader over them; and !
{ thus they became tribes and Tlead- |
¢ crs of tribcs. | i
| 4 Now bchold, there was no man |
¢ among them save he had much fam- |
. ily and many kindreds and friends; |
¢ therefore their tribes became ex-
' ceedingly great.

i against the people of the Lord, and’

| cnter into a covenant to destroyd
' them, and to deliver those who werce
i guilty of murder from the grasp of{
i justice, which was about to be ad-§
| ministered according to the law. {|

i law and the rights of their country;}
¢ and they did covenantone with an-}
| other to destroy the governor, andjff
' to establish a ¢king over the land,;
! that the land should no more bef}
¢ at Pliberty but should be subject}
unto kmge

CHAPTER 7

ernment is destroyed, and the people
divide into tribes—]Jacob, an anti-

Christ, becomes king of a secret com- |

bination—Nephi preaches repentance
and faith in Christ—Angels minister
to him daily, and he raises his brother
from the dead—Many repent and are
btized. About A.D. ,30—33

| tention in the land, insomuch that

' the more righteous part of the peo- {

i ple had nearly all become wicked; |
il yea, there were but few righteous |
< men among them. |
{ 8 And thus Siﬁ years had not pgssgd !
1 b e . _ [ away since the more part of the
The chief judge is murdered, the gov | people had turned from their righ- }
i teousness, like the dog to his “vomit, |
- or like the sow to her wallowing |}
{ in the mire. | )
| his secret combination,

NOW
which had brought so great iniq-
uity upon the people, did gather
themselves together, and did place
at their head a man whom they did
call Jacob;

10 And they did call him their
king; therefore he became a king
over this wicked band; and he was
one of the chiefest who had given
his voice against the prophets who

| testified of Jesus.

11 And it came to pass that they
were not so strong in number as
the tribes of the people, who were
united together save it were their
leaders did establish their laws,
every one according to his tribe;

il nevertheless they were enemies; not-

withstanding they were not a righ-
teous people, yet they were united
in the hatred of those who had en-

il tcred intoa covenant to4destroy the

government.

12 Therefore, Jacob seeing that
their enemies were more numerous
than they, he being the king of the
band, therefore he commanded his

I P R

5 Now all this was done, and there |
| were no wars as yet among them;
and all this iniquity had comc upon ¢
¢ the pcople “becausce they did yicld |
| themselves unto the power of Satan. |
¢ 6 And the regulations of the gov- 1
{[f ernment were destroyed, because §
30 And they did set at defiance thejf of the “secret combination of the |
! friends and kindreds of those who |
¢ murdered the prophets. !
7 And they did cause a great con- |

Tribes unite in hatred of Jacob’s Secret Combination

affairs of the _
" 14 And it came to pass in the |
¢ thirty and first year that they were
i divided into tribes, every man }
: according to his family, kKindred
i and friends; nevertheless they had
: come to an agreement that they

people that they should take their |

flight into the northernmost part of
the land, and there build up unto

themselves a “kingdom, until they }
were joined by dissenters, (for he |

flattered them that there would be
many dissenters) and they become
sufficiently strong to contend with

the tribes of the people; and they |

did so.

13 And so speedy was their march
that it could not be impeded until
they had gone forth out of the reach

thirtieth year; and thus were the
people of Nephi.

would not go to war one with an-

. other; but they were not united as
! to their laws, and their manner of
. government, for they were estab-

' lished according to the minds of

¢ those who were their chiefs and
i their leaders. But they did estab- §
: lish very strict laws that one tribe
¢ should not trespass against another,
. insomuch that in some degree they
i had peace in the land; nevertheless,
! their hearts were turned from the

' Lord their God, and they did stone

¢ the “prophets and did cast them
i out from among them.

15 And it came to pass that

{ aNephi—having been visited by an-
; gels and also the voice of the Lord,

' therefore having seen angels, and

. being eye-witness, and having had
{ power given unto him that he might
¢ know concerning the ministry of
i Christ, and also being eye-witness
¢ to their quick return from righ-

. teousness unto their wickedness and

| ‘ereat was I

16 Therefore, being “grieved for |
. the hardness of their hearts and }
- the blindness of their minds—went ¢
forth among them in that same }

year, and began to testify, boldly, |

And Nephi did minister with “power

18 And it came to pass that they
were angry with him, even because

' he had greater power than they,

for it were “not possible that they

people.

20 And the people saw it, and did |
' witness of it, and were angry with !
him because of his power; and he
. did also do “many more miracles, i
- in the sight of the people, in the |
_name of Jesus.
1T And it came to pass that the
' thirty and first year did pass away,
. and there were but few who were
- converted unto the Lord; but as

many as were converted did truly

. signify unto the people that they
. had been ¢visited by the power and
- Spirit of God, which was in Jesus

Christ, in whom they believed.
22 And as many as had devils cast
out from them, and were “healed

. of their sicknesses and their infir-
. mities, did truly manifest unto the

179 3 Ne A3
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- repentance and remission of sins |
- through faith on the Lord Jesus ¢
- Christ. ;
17 And he did minister many |
- things unto them; and all of them !
. cannot be written, and a part of }
- them would not suffice, therefore
' they are not written in this book.
of the people. And thus ended the §
! and with great authority.

1s faith on the Lord Jesus {
i Christ that angels did minister unto
. him daily. ]
. 19 And in the name of Jesus did he |

cast out devils and “unclean spirits; {
- and even his *brother did he ‘raise }
from the dead, after he had been |
stoned and suffered death by the f§

Nephi Preaches Repentance and Performs Miracles
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Jmiracles among the people,
¢ 23 Thus passed away thirty |
¢ and second year also. And Nephi |
did cry unto the people in the com-
. mencement of the thirty and third ;

people that they had been wrought
upon by the Spirit of God, and had
been healed; and they did show
forth signs also and did do some
the people.

¢ year; and he did preach unto them §
repentance and remission of sins. §
. 24 Now I would have you to re- §
{ member also, that there were none
! who were brought unto “repentance §
. who were not baptized with water. |
i 25 Therefore, there were ordained |
. of Nephi, men unto this ministry, |
that all such as should come unto }
them should be “baptized with wa- {
ter, and this as a witness and a tes- §
timony before God, and unto the |
people, that they had repented and §
i received a ’remission of their sins. |
. 26 And there were many in the }
¢ commencement of this year that §
' were baptized unto repentance; }
¢ and thus the more part of the year |
t did pass away.

Tempests, earthquakes, fires, whirl-
winds, and physical upheavals attest
the crucifixion of Christ—Many people
are destroyed—Darkness covers the
land for three days—Those who remain
bemoan their fate. About A.D. 33-34.

AND now it came to pass that ac-
cording to our record, and we know
our record to be “true, for behold,
it was a fjust man who did keep
the record—for he truly did ‘many
Ymiracles in the ‘name of Jesus; and

| terrible tempest; and there was ter-

there was not any man who could
do a miracle in the name of Jesus
save he were cleansed every whit
from his iniquity—

2 And now it came to pass, if
there was no mistake made by
this man in the reckoning of our
time, the “thirty and third year had
passed away;

3 And the people began to look
with great earnestness for the sign
which had been given by the prophet
Samuel, the Lamanite, yea, for the
time that there should be “darkness
for the space of three days over the
face of the land.

4 And there began to be great
“doubtings and *disputations among
the people, notwithstanding so
many signs had been given.

5 And it came to pass in the *thirty
and fourth vear, in the first month,
on the fourth day of the month,
there arose a great ’storm, such an
one as never had been known in all
the land.

6 And there was also a great and

rible “thunder, insomuch that it did
bshake the whole earth as if it was
about to divide asunder.

7 And there were exceedingly
sharp lightnings, such as never had
been known in all the land.

8 And the “city of Zaraheml
take fire,

9 And the city of *Morq
into the depths of the
inhabitants thereof we

10 And the earth wa
upon the city of “Moro
the place of the city
a great mountain.

24a TG Baptism, |

Jacob 4:6.

| Crucif



