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August 24-30: Helaman 7-12
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In 1867 the British philosopher and political theorist John Stuart Mill 
delivered an inaugural address at the University of St. Andrews.

“Let not any one pacify his conscience by the delusion that he 
can do no harm if he takes no part, and forms no opinion. Bad 
men need nothing more to compass their ends, than that good 
men should look on and do nothing.” 

~ John Stuart Mills

1867 March 16, Littell’s Living Age, [Inaugural Address at University of St. Andrews: 1867 
February 1], Page 664, Number 1189, Fourth Series, Littell and Gay, Boston.
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“The two groups who have the greatest difficulty 
in following the prophet are the proud who are 
learned and the proud who are rich. The learned 
may feel the prophet is only inspired when he 
agrees with them; otherwise, the prophet is just 
giving his opinion—speaking as a man. The rich 
may feel they have no need to take counsel of a 
lowly prophet”  

(The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [1988], 138).
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“When we ponder, we invite revelation by the 
Spirit. Pondering, to me, is the thinking and the 
praying I do after reading and studying in the 
scriptures carefully”  

(President Henry B. Eyring, “Serve with the Spirit,” Ensign or 
Liahona, Nov. 2010, 60).
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“When we pray unto the Father in the name of 
Jesus for specific personal things, we should feel 
in the very depths of our souls that we are willing 
to subject our petitions to the will of our Father in 
heaven. … 

“The time will come when we shall know the will 
of God before we ask. Then everything for which 
we pray will be ‘expedient.’ Everything for which 
we ask will be ‘right.’ That will be when as a result 
of righteous living, we shall so enjoy the 
companionship of the spirit that he will dictate 
what we ask”  

(President Marion G. Romney in Conference Report, Oct. 1944, 
55–56).
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“True doctrine, understood, changes attitudes and 
behavior. 

“The study of the doctrines of the gospel will improve 
behavior quicker than a study of behavior will improve 
behavior. … That is why we stress so forcefully the 
study of the doctrines of the gospel”  

(President Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Oct. 1986, 20; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1986, 17).
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“I guess one of the greatest mysteries of 
mortality is why mankind fails to learn from 
history”  

(Elder L. Tom Perry in Conference Report, Oct. 1992, 19; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1992, 16).
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“Is it simply unintended forgetfulness? Or is it a 
failure of intellectual integrity by our refusing to 
review and to acknowledge past blessings? Or is it a 
lack of meekness which requires the repetition of 
such stern lessons, because we neglect the milder 
and gentler signs beckoning us to ‘remember Him’? 
… 

“… We need the Spirit daily to help us remember 
daily. Otherwise memory lapses will occur when we 
are most vulnerable. It is not natural to the natural 
man to remember yesterday’s blessings gratefully, 
especially when today’s needs of the flesh press 
steadily upon him”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “Lord, Increase Our Faith” [1994], 101–2).



“We’re tested and we’re tried. Perhaps we don’t 
realize the severity of the tests we’re going through. 
In the early days of the Church, there were murders 
committed, there were mobbings. The Saints were 
driven out into the desert. They were starving, they 
were unclad, and they were cold. We’re the inheritors 
of what they gave to us. But what are we doing with 
it? Today we’re basking in the lap of luxury, the like of 
which we’ve never seen before in the history of the 
world. It would seem that probably this is the most 
severe test of any we’ve ever had in the history of this 
Church”  

(President Harold B. Lee, Larry E. Dahl, “Fit for the Kingdom,” in Studies 
in Scripture, 5:369).



Tevye says that if riches are a curse, “may [God] 
smite me with it. And may I never recover!” 

“Fiddler on the Roof”
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“Pride is essentially competitive in nature. We pit our will against 
God’s. When we direct our pride toward God, it is in the spirit of ‘my 
will and not thine be done.’ … 

“The proud cannot accept the authority of God giving direction to 
their lives (see Helaman 12:6). They pit their perceptions of truth 
against God’s great knowledge, their abilities versus God’s 
priesthood power, their accomplishments against His mighty works. 

“… The proud wish God would agree with them. They aren’t 
interested in changing their opinions to agree with God’s. … 

“Pride results in secret combinations which are built up to get 
power, gain, and glory of the world (see Helaman 7:5; Ether 8:9, 16, 
22–23; Moses 5:31). This fruit of the sin of pride, namely secret 
combinations, brought down both the Jaredite and the Nephite 
civilizations and has been and will yet be the cause of the fall of 
many nations (see Ether 8:18–25)”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 4–5; or 
Ensign, May 1989, 4, 6).
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“Now this prophet did not mean to say that the Lord has 
greater concern for and loves the dust of the earth more 
than he does his children. … The point he is making is 
that the dust of the earth is obedient. It moveth hither 
and thither at the command of the Lord. All things are in 
harmony with his laws. Everything in the universe obeys 
the law given unto it, so far as I know, except man. 
Everywhere you look you find law and order, the 
elements obeying the law given to them, true to their 
calling. But man rebels, and in this thing man is less 
than the dust of the earth because he rejects the 
counsels of the Lord”  

(President Joseph Fielding Smith in Conference Report, Apr. 1929, 55).
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“The grace of the Lord through the Atonement can both 
cleanse us of sin and assist us in perfecting ourselves 
through our trials, sicknesses, and even character 
defects. … Christ can repair our flaws and failings that 
otherwise are not repairable (see Genesis 18:14; Mark 
9:23–24). 

“To obtain grace, one does not have to be perfect, but 
he does have to be trying to keep the commandments 
the best that he can. Then the Lord will allow him to 
receive that power” 

(Elder Gene R. Cook in Conference Report, Apr. 1993, 99–100; or 
Ensign, May 1993, 80–81).
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“Seek for the real things, not the artificial. Seek for 
the everlasting truths, not the passing whim. Seek for 
the eternal things of God, not for that which is here 
today and gone tomorrow. Look to God and live”  

(Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley [1997], 494).


