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easiness and *willingness to believe
in his words.

37 And it came to pass that the
Lamanites did hunt the band of
robbers of Gadianton; and they
did preach the word of God among
the more wicked part of them, in-
somuch that this band of robbers
was utterly destroyed from among
the Lamanites.

38 And it came to pass on the
other hand, that the Nephites did
build them up and support them,
beginning at the more wicked part
of them, until they had overspread
all the land of the Nephites, and
had seduced the more part of the
righteous until they had come down
to believe in their works and par-
take of their spoils, and to join with
them in their secret murders and
combinations.

39 And thus they did obtain the
sole management of the govern-
mcnt, insomuch that they did tram-
ple under their feet and smite and
rend and turn their backs upon the
“poor and the meek, and the hum-
ble followers of God.

40 And thus we see that they were

in an awful state, and “ripening for §*

an everlasting destruction.

41 And it came to pass that thus §

ended the sixty and eighth year
of the reign of the judges over the
people of Nephi.

- - =

# HELAMAN—God threatens the people &
% of Nephi that he will visit them in %%
& his anger, to their utter destruction §
; except they repent of their wick- #
- edness. God smiteth the people of 3
:» Nephi with pestilence; they repent}

ompnsmgc apters troug .‘
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CHAPTER 7

Nephi is rejected in the north and returns
to Zarahemla—He prays upon his gar-
den tower and then calls upon the people
to repent or perish. About 23-21 B.C.

BEHOLD, now it came to pass in the
sixty and ninth year of the reign of
the judges over the people of the
Nephites, that Nephi, the son of
Helaman, “returned to the land of
Zarahemla from the land northward.

2 For he had been forth among the
people who were in the land north-
ward, and did preach the word of
God unto them, and did prophesy
many things unto them;

3 And they did “reject all his words,
insomuch that he could not sta

amon% them1 but returned again
unto the land of his nativity.

4 And seeing the people in a state
of such awful wickedness, and
those Gadianton robbers filling the
judgment-seats—naving cusurped
the power and authority of the land;
laying aside the commandments
of God, and not in the least aright
before him; doing no justice unto
the chlldren of men;
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| ‘ondemning the righteous be- |
. cause of their righteousness; letting |
' the guilty and the wicked go “un- }
' punished because of their *'money;
and moreover to be held in office
i at the head of government, to rule #
" o and do according to their wills, |
THE PROPHECY OF NEPHI THE SON or If that they might get gain and glory |
3 i of the ‘world, and, moreover, that §
they might the more easily commit
adultery, and steal, and kill, and |
% do according to their own wills— §
6 Now this great iniquity had come }
. upon the Nephites, in the space of }
* and turn unto him. Samuel, a Laman- § “not many years; and when Nephi |
¥ saw it, his heart was swollen with
_&¢ sorrow within his breast; and he did §

- | exclaim in the agony of his soul: |

ton Robbers in the Government

Ian
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Nephi is Rejected

{ 7 Oh, that 1 could have had my j|}

t days in the days when my father {fi
t Nephi first came out of the land of {fi
. Jerusalem, that I could have *joyed {f
¢ with him in the promised land; then ?

were his people easy to be entreated, { |}
¢ °firm to keep the commandments jjt
i of God, and slow to be led to do iniq- §

i uity; and they were quick to hearken |
' unto the words of the Lord—
. 8 Yea, if my days could have been §
! in those days, then would my soul §|i
¢ have had joy in the righteousness |
! of my brethren. it
¢ 9 But behold, I am consigned that §} wa
' these are my days, and that my soul i
i shall be filled with “sorrow because of |

that it was upon a tower, which was
in the “garden of Nephi, which
was by the highway which led to

city of Zarahemla; therefore, Nephi
had bowed himself upon the tower
which was in his garden, which
tower was also near unto the garden
gate by which led the highway.

11 And it came to pass that there
were certain men passing by and
saw Nephi as he was pouring out his
soul unto God upon the “tower; and

they had seen, and the people came
together in multitudes that they

mourning for the wickedness of
the people.
12 And now, when Nephi arose he

who had gathered together.
13 And 1t c*1me to p’ISS that he
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t ered your selves together? That I
J|untovou except vershal s repent,

ay tell you of your 1n1qu1t1es”

S

14 Yea, because 1 have got upon .
my tower that I might pour out/

. my soul unto my God, because of |

the exceeding sorrow of my heart, ¢

i which is because of your iniquities! |

15 And because of my “mourning
and lamentation ye have gathered |

{ yourselves together, and do mar-§
i vel; yea, and yve have great need }
i to marvel; vea, ve ought to marvel {
! because ye are given away that the |

devil has got so great hold upon }

{ your hearts.

16 Yea, how could you have given '
y to the enticing of him who ]}
is seeking to hurl away your souls |

! down to “everlasting misery and §
e wickedness of my brethren. i endless wo? i
| behold, now it came to pass |
t will ye die? Turn ye, turn ye unto }
i the Lorg
{ forsaken you?
the chief market, which was in the [}
t ened your hearts; yea, ye will not §
i “hearkKen unto the voice of the good §
' shepherd; yea, ye have provoked
¢ him to anger against you.

17 O repent ye, repent ye! “Why |
your God. Why has he

18 It is because you have hard-

19 And behold, instead of gath-'

: ering you, except ve will repent,
i behold, he shall scatter you forth §
' that ye shall become meat for dogb
' and wild beasts.

they ran and told the people what [
| ten your God in the very day that
i he has delivered you?

might know the cause of so great |i
¢ be "praised of men, yea, and that |
. ye might get gold and silver. And §
t ye have set your hearts upon the }
beheld the multitudes of people |i
: world, for the which ve do murder, |
i and plunder, and steal, and bear |
t ‘false witness against your neigh- ¢
¢ bor, and do all manner of iniquity. §

20 O, how could you have “forgot- |

21 But behold, it is to get “gain, to

‘riches and the vain things of this |

22 And for this cause *wo shall come }
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| this °great city, and also all those
| great citics which are round about, §
twhich are in the land of our pos- §
| session, shall be taken away that §
i ye shall have no place in them; for

i enemies.

¢ ye shall repent.
i 24 For behold, they are more righ
 teous than you, for they have not

i sinned against that great knowledge §
 which ye have received; therefore §| hi
§ the Lord will be merciful unto them; { ic
t yea, he will “lengthen out their days §
' and increase their seed, even when {§
¢ thou shalt be utterly *destroyed ex- §

¢ cept thou shalt repent.

i 25 Yea, wo be unto you because }
{ of that great abomination which {iple
t has come among you; and ye have §
united yourselves unto it, yea, to |
i ness of their law; yea, many things
| did Nephi speak which cannot be
! 26 Yea, “wo shall come unto you f§
t bccausc of that pride which yc¢ have §
i suffered to enter your hearts, which §
i has lifted you up beyond that which §
! is good because of your exceedingly !
1 unto them concerning their secret
1 27 Yea, wo be unto you bhecause of §
i your wickedness and abominations! |
28 And except ye repent ye shall § upon hi
; yea, even your lands shall § ple le:

{ that “secret band which was estab-
t lished by Gadianton!

great riches!

! perish

twhich he has done? |
|7 2 Why seest thou this man, and
: hearest h1m revile agamst this peo- }

P :

i these things shall be, of myself, }
because it is not of myself that
I “know thcsc things; but bechold, 1§
bknow that these things are true be- |
- cause the Lord God has made them ¢
' Known unto me, therefore I testify |
¢ behold, the Lord will not grant unto # that they shall be '
i you °strength, as he has hitherto J== S—
'done, to withstand against your ¢

ple against Nephi—Abraham, Moses,

About 23-21 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that when
Nephi had said these words, behold,

who also belonged to the secret

unto them concerning the corrupt-

written; and nothing did he speak
which was contrary to thc com-
mandments of God.

4 And those judges were angry
with him because he “spake plainly

works of darkness; nevertheless,
they durst not lay their own hands

¢ be taken from you, and ye shall be { tk

{ destroyed from off the face of the § 5 Therefore thev digd
1 people, saying:
e T

{ earth.

29 Behold now, 1 do not say. thdt

22b Hel. 8:5. |
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CHAPTER 8

23 For behold, thus saith the Lord: § COTTuDt judges seek to incite the peo-

oy Stremet: v s e ke ot | Zenos, Zenock, zias, Isaich, Jee
other, save it be unto those who § miak, .Leh" an.d N.ep h.‘ all teSt.lf ied
{ repent of their sins, and hearken § of Christ—By inspiration Nephi an-
i unto my words. Now therefore, 1 ] nounces the murder of the chief judge.

i would that yve should behold, my §
¢ brethren, that it shall be *better for #
'the Lamanites than for you except

1 there were men who were judges,
h- j
| band of Gadianton, and they were
angry, and they crled out agamst |

o“y not seize upon this man and |
bring him forth, that he may be {

3F0rbehold " Nephihdd spoken

{0 you suffer |

The Reaction of the Corrupt Judges

| behold he doth condemn all this }
people, even unto destruction; yea, !
: and also that these our “great cit- ¢
{ ies shall be taken from us, that we
. shall have no place in them.

i impossible, for behold, we are “pow- |
i erful, and our cities great, therefore ;
. our enemles can have no power |

7 And it came to pass that thus
they did “stir up the people to anger
against Nephi, and raised conten-
tions among them; for there were

those things which he saith will
| surely come to pass except we repent; ;

! will come upon us which he has?
¢ testified unto us; for we know that |
. he has testified aright unto us con- §
¢ cerning our iniquities. And behold |
i they are many, and he “knoweth as |
well all things which shall befall |
i us as he knoweth of our iniquities; }

| been a prophet he could not have |

1 OJA nd it came to pass that those

6 And now we know that this is |

"he s a good man, and |

8 Yea, behold, all the judgments |

9 Yea, and behold, if he had not §

people who sought to destroy Nephi
were compelled because of their fear,
that they did not lay their hands
on him; therefore he began again
to speak unto them, seeing that
he had gained favor in the eves of
some, insomuch that the remainder
of them did fear.

11 Therefore he was constrained
to speak more unto them saying:
Behold, my brethren, have ye not
read that God gave power unto one
man, even Moses, to smite upon the
waters of the “Red Sea, and they
parted hither and thither, insomuch

that the Israelites, who were our
fathers, came through upon dry
eround, and the waters closed upon
the armies of the Egyptians and
swallowed them up?

12 And now behold, if God gave
unto this man such power, then
why should ye dispute among your-
selves, and say that he hath given
unto me no power whereby 1 may
sknow concerning the judgments
that shall come upon you except
ye repent?

13 But, behold, ve not only deny
my words, but yve also deny all the
words which have been spoken
by our fathers, and also the words
which were spoken by this man,
Moses, who had such great power
given unto him, yea, the words
which he hath spoken concerning
the coming of the Messiah.

14 Yea, did he not bear record that
the Son of God should come? And
as he “lifted up the brazen serpent
in the wilderness, even so shall he
be lifted up who should come.,

15 And as many as should look
upon that serpent should “live, even
so as many as should look upon the
Son of God with faith, having a con-
trite spirit, might °live, even unto
that life which is eternal,

16 And now behold, Moses did
not only testify of these things, but
also “all the holy prophets, from his
days even to the days of Abraham.

17 Yea, and behold, “Abraham saw
of his coming, and was filled with
cladness and did rejoice.

18 Yea, and behold I say unto you,
that Abraham not only knew of
these things, but there were *many
before the days of Abraham who
were called by the border of God;
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In 1867 the British philosopher and political theorist John Stuart Mill
delivered an inaugural address at the University of St. Andrews.

“Let not any one pacify his conscience by the delusion that he
can do no harm if he takes no part, and forms no opinion. Bad
men need nothing more to compass their ends, than that good
men should look on and do nothing.”

~ John Stuart Mills

1867 March 16, Littell’s Living Age, [Inaugural Address at University of St. Andrews: 1867
February 1], Page 664, Number 1189, Fourth Series, Littell and Gay, Boston.



For if ye will not repent, behold,
this °great city, and also all those
great citics which arc round about,
which are in the land of our pos-
session, shall be taken away that
ye shall have no place in them; for
behold, the Lord will not grant unto
you °strength, as he has hitherto
done, to withstand against your
enemies.

23 For behold, thus saith the Lord:
I will not show unto the wicked of
my strength, to one more than the
other, save it be unto those who
repent of their sins, and hearken
unto my words. Now therefore, 1
would that ve should behold, my
brethren, that it shall be “better for
the Lamanites than for you except
ye shall repent.

24 For behold, they are more righ-
teous than you, for they have not
sinned against that great knowledge
which ye have received; therefore
the Lord will be merciful unto them:;
yea, he will “lengthen out their days
and increase their seed, even when
thou shalt be utterly *destroyed ex-
cept thou shalt repent.

25 Yea, wo be unto you because
of that great abomination which
has come among you; and ye have
united yourselves unto it, yea, to
that “secret band which was estab-
lished by Gadianton!

26 Yea, “wo shall come unto you
becausc of that pride which ye¢ have
suffered to enter your hearts, which
has lifted you up beyond that which
is good because of your exceedingly
great riches!

27 Yea, wo be unto vou because of
your wickedness and abominations!

28 And except ye repent ye shall
perish; yea, even your lands shall
be taken from you, and ye shall be
destroyed from off the face of the
earth.

29 Behold now, I do not say that

these things shall be, of myself,
because it is not of myself that
I 2know thcsc things; but behold, 1
*know that these things are true be-
cause the Lord God has made them
known unto me, therefore I testify
that they shall be.

CHAPTER 8

Corrupt judges seek to incite the peo-
ple against Nephi—Abraham, Moses,
Zenos, Zenock, Ezias, Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Lehi, and Nephi all testified
of Christ—By inspiration Nephi an-
nounces the murder of the chief judge.
About 23-21 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that when
Nephi had said these words, behold,
there were men who were judges,
who also belonged to the secret
band of Gadianton, and they were
angry, and they cried out against
him, saving unto the people: Why
do ye not seize upon this man and
bring him forth, that he may be
condemned according to the crime
which he has done?

2 Why seest thou this man, and
hearest him revile against this peo-
ple and against our law?

3 For behold, Nephi had spoken
unto them concerning the corrupt-
ness of their law; yea, many things
did Nephi speak which cannot be
written; and nothing did he speak
which was contrary to thc com-
mandments of God.

4 And those judges were angry
with him because he “spake plainly
unto them concerning their secret
works of darkness; nevertheless,
they durst not lay their own hands
upon him, for they feared the peo-
ple lest they should cry out against
them.

5 Therefore they did cry unto the
people, saying: Why do you suffer
this man to revile against us? For

22b Hel. 8:5. |
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The Reaction of the Corrupt Judges

behold he doth condemn all this
people, even unto destruction; yea,
and also that these our ¢great cit-
ies shall be taken from us, that we
shall have no place in them.

6 And now we know that this is
impossible, for behold, we are “pow-
erful, and our cities great, therefore
our enemies can have no power
over us.

7 And it came to pass that thus
they did 4stir up the people to anger
against Nephi, and raised conten-
tions among them; for there were
some who did cry out: *Let this man
alone, for he is a good man, and
those things which he saith will
surely come to pass except we repent;

8 Yea, behold, all the judgments
will come upon us which he has
testified unto us; for we know that
he has testified aright unto us con-
cerning our iniquities. And behold
they are many, and he “knoweth as
well all things which shall befall
us as he knoweth of our iniquities;

9 Yea, and behold, if he had not
been a prophet he could not have
atestified concerning those things.

10 And it came to pass that those
people who sought to destroy Nephi
were compelled because of their fear
on him; therefore he began again
to speak unto them, seeing that
he had gained favor in the eves of
some, insomuch that the remainder
of them did fear.

11 Therefore he was constrained
to speak more unto them saying:
Behold, my brethren, have ye not
read that God gave power unto one
man, even Moses, to smite upon the
waters of the “ﬁed Sea, and they
parted hither and thither, insomuch

that the Israelites, who were our
fathers, came through upon dry
eround, and the waters closed upon
the armies of the Egyptians and
swallowed them up?

12 And now behold, if God gave
unto this man such power, then
why should ye dispute among your-
selves, and say that he hath given
unto me no power whereby 1 may
sknow concerning the judgments
that shall come upon you except
ye repent?

13 But, behold, ve not only deny
my words, but ye also deny all the
words which have been spoken
by our fathers, and also the words
which were spoken by this man,
Moses, who had such great power
given unto him, yea, the words
which he hath spoken concerning
the coming of the Messiah.

14 Yea, did he not bear record that
the Son of God should come? And
as he “lifted up the brazen serpent
in the wilderness, even so shall he
be lifted up who should come.

15 And as many as should look
upon that serpent should “live, even
so as many as should look upon the
Son of God with faith, having a con-
trite spirit, might ®live, even unto
that life which is eternal,

16 And now behold, Moses did
not only testify of these things, but
also “all the holy prophets, from his
days even to the days of Abraham.

17 Yea, and behold, “Abraham saw
of his coming, and was filled with
cladness and did rejoice.

18 Yea, and behold I say unto you,
that Abraham not only knew of
these things, but there were *many
before the days of Abraham who
were called by the border of God;
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Nephi Cites Other Prophets Who Testify of Christ

_of the “coming of Chris

HELAMAN 8:19-28

yvea, even after the order of his Son;
and this that it should be shown
unto the people, a great many
thousand years before his coming,
that even redemption should come
unto them.,

19 And now 1 would that ye should
know, that even since the days of
Abraham there have been many

prophets that have testified these

things; yea, behold, the prophet
aZenos did testify boldly for the
which he was slain.

20 And behold, also ¢Zenock, and
also YEzias, and also ‘Isaiah, and

destruction of ¢Jerusalem) and
now we know that Jerusalem was
destroyed according to the words
of Jeremiah. O then why not the
Son of God come, according to his
prophecy?

21 And now will you dis
“Jerusalem W'lsestro ed
say thaf 1
not slain, all except it were fMulek?
Yea, and do yve not behold that the
seed of Zedekiah are with us, and
they were driven out of the land
of Jerusalem? But behold, this is
not all—

22 Our father Lehi was driven
out of Jerusalem because he “tes-
tified of these things. Nephi also
testified of these things, and also
almost all of our fathers, even down
to this time yea, | they have testified

._ that

“ave 1eJoiced

> " .‘ ._‘ -
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[ 23 And behold, he is 'God ‘and he §

edekiah were

388

| true.

25 But behold, ve have rejected the

' truth, and “rebelled against your
' holy God; and even at this time, §
¢ instead of laying up for yourselves |
¢ treasures in heaven, where nothing |
. doth corrupt, and where nothing can |
' come which is unclean, yve are heap- |
' ing up for vourselves wrath against §
' the day of ‘judgment. i
26 Yea, even at this time ye are |
L ripening, because of your murders |
' and your “fornication and wicked- |
' ness, for everlasting destruction; {
¢ yea, and except ye repent it will §
i come unto you soon. }
' 27 Yea, behold it is now even at |
. your doors; yea, go ve in unto the |
¢ judgment-seat, and search; and be- |
' hold, your judge is murdered, and ¢
¢ he “lieth in his blood; and he hath ¢
. been murdered by his brother, who |}
b seeketh to sit in the judgment-seat.

28 And behold, they both belong

19a Almd 34.7,
Hel. 15:11.
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Jer. 39:6; 52:10.
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' is “with them, and he did manifest |
' himself unto them, that they were !
redeemed by him; and they gave |
¢t unto him glory, because of that |
' which is to come. :
. 24 And now, seeing ye know these }
' things and cannot deny them ex- |
. cept ve shall lie, therefore in this |
¢ ye have sinned, for ye have rejected |
. all these things, notwithstanding ;
¢ so many “evidences which ye have !
i received; yea, even ye have received |
¢ all things, both things in heaven, |
t and all things which are in the |

sala . earth, as a witness that they are §
“!eremiaﬁ'; (Jeremiah being that

same prophet who testified of the |

Nephi Reveals the Assassination of Seezoram

L to your secret band, whose “author §
' 1s Gadianton and the evil one who
| seeketh to destroy the souls of men.

Five Men are Sent to Confirm Nephi’s Revelation

CHAPTER 9

Messengers find the chief judge dead
at the judgment seat

derer

when Nephi had spoken these
words, certain men who were among
them ran to the judgment-seat; vea,
even there were “five who went,

and they said among themselves, as § |
{ hold on them, and bound them and §
2 Behold, now we will know of a §
ty whether this man be a prophet §
and God hath commanded him to §
prophesy such marvelous things #
unto us. Behold, we do not “believe §
that he hath; yvea, we do not believe

they went:

surc

that he is a prophet; nevertheless,

if this thing which he has said con- |
cerning the chief judge be true, that §
he be dead, then will we believe !
that the other words which he has
spoken are true.
. 3 And it came to pass that they ran ;
. in their might, and came in unto |
I the judgment-seat; and behold, the }
¢ chief judge had fallen to the earth,
¢t and did “lie in his blood. |
. 4 And now behold, when they saw
{ this thcy were astonished cxcced-
¢ ingly, insomuch that they fell to }§
the earth; for they had not believed §
i the words which Nephi had spoken |
! concerning the chief judge. |
: 5 But now, when they saw they }
¢ believed, and fear came upon them
i lestall the judgments which Nephi
¢ had spoken “should come upon the {
i people; therefore they did quake, |
: and had fallen to the earth.
. 6 Now, immediately when the |
¢ judge had been murdered—he being |
¢ stabbed by his brother by a garb of
i sccrecy,and he fled, and the servants §
{ ran and told the people, raising the
. cry of murder among them; |
| 7 /\nd behold the people d1d gather 1

They are impris- |
oned and later released—RBy inspiration §
Nephi identifies Seantum as the mur-
Nephi is accepted by some as a |
_Dbrophet. About 23-21 B.C._

BEHOLD, now it came to pass that

¢ of the judgment-seat, and when ‘
. we saw all things even as Nephi j§
_had testified, we were astonished |

themselves together unto the place |
. of the judgment-seat—and behold, |
- to their astonishment they saw |
- those “five men who had fallen to ;

the earth. |
8 And now bchold, the pcoplce

' knew nothing concerning the mul- §
~¢ lilude who had gathered together 3§
at the “garden of Nephi; therefore ¢
¢ they said among themselves: These |
! men are they who have murdered 3
¢ the judge, and God has smitten them
i that they could not flee from us.

9 And it came to pass that they laid |

cast them into prison. And there |
was a proclamation sent abroad |
that the judge was slain, and that ¢
the murderers had been taken and i
e ] LO DI 5O Lo ,

“10 And it came to pass ‘that on the

- morrow the people did assemble

themselves together to “mourn and

to bfast, at the burial of the great

chief judge who had been slain.
11 And thus also those judges who

| were at the garden of Nephi, and

heard his words, were also gathered
together at the burial.
12 And it came to pass that they

i inquired among the people, saying:
i Where are the five who were sent to

inquire concerning the chief judge
whether he was dcad? And they an-
swered and said: Concerning this
five whom ye say ye have sent, we
know not; but there are five who are

§ the murderers, whom we have cast

into prison.

13 And it came to pass that the
judges desired that they should be
brought; and they were brought,
and behold they were the five who

! were sent; and behold the judges in-

quired of them to know concerning
the matter, and they told them all

{ that they had done, saying:

W¢e ran and camc to thc placc |

9 la IIel.‘)'H? 12).

Sa 2 Kgs 2" 13 (8-20).

10a TG Mourning.
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| insomuch that we fell to the earth;
| our astonishment, behold they cast §

! us into *prison.
i 15 Now, as for the murder of this

t it; and only this much we know, &

' desired, and behold he was dead,
] accordin

1 ‘came to pass
] the judges did expound the matter
i unto the people, and did cry out

¢ it unto us, that he might convert us &

- of God, and a prophet.

t this man, and he shall confess his
¢ fault and make known unto us the
- true murderer of this judge.

. 18 And it came to pass that the §
¢ five were liberated on the day of §
{ the burial. D !  t
| rebuke the udges in the words |
- 4 i had spoken against §
 Nephi, and did contend with them

{ confound thecm. B
19 Neverthe. ess, they caused that |
Nephi should be taken and bound
and brought before the multitude,
and they began to question him in
divers ways that they might cross
him, that they might accuse him

1O (1CdLI—

federate; who is this man that hath §
done this murder? Now tell us,and %

. will grant unto thee thy life if thou §
I wilt tell us, and acknowledge the §
. agreement which thou hast made §
' with him.

¢ and when we were recovered from # |
& do ye know how long the Lord your §
# God willsuffer you that ye shall go !
# on in this vour way of sin? :

22 O ye ought to begin to howl |
and “mourn, because of the great §
destruction which at this time doth ¢

. we ran and came “according as ye ¥

to the words of Nephi. &

¢ against Nephi, saying: Behold, we §
i know that this Nephi must have §
. agreed with some one to slay the £
{ judge, and then he might declare §

¢ unto his faith, that he might raise §
¢t himself to be a great man, chosen §

17 And now behold, we will detect ¥
Nevertheless, they did §

| one by one, insomuch that they did ¥

20 Saying unto him: Thou art con- §

i acknowledge thy fault; saying, Be- §
i hold here is “money; and also we §

i “fools, ye uncircumcised of heart, ye f

blind, and ye bstiffnecked people, |

await you, except ye shall repent.

23 Behold ye say that [ have agreed |
¢ with a man that he should murder
t Seezoram, our chief judge. But be- }
' hold, I say unto you, that this is }
because I have testified unto you 3

that ye might know concerning this
thing; yea, even for a witness unto

you, that I did know of the wicked- }
ness and abominations which are

among you.

! 24 And because I have done this, |
{ yve say that 1 have agreed with a |
man that he should do this thing; ?
¥ vea, because I showed unto you this
i sign ye are angry with me, and seek
¥ to destroy my life.

25 And now behold, I will show
unto you another sign, and see if §
i ye will in this thing seek to de- |
§ stroy me.
26 Behold I say unto you: Go to ¢
§ the house of Seantum, who is the
“brother of Seezoram, and say unto |
§f him—

27 Has Nephi,

you, Nay.

29 And ye shall say unto him: Have

ye murdered your brother?

| the pretended j
¢ prophet, who doth prophesy so much
¢ evil concerning this people, agreed
. with thee, in the which ye have
. murdered Seezoram, who is your
i brother?

28 And behold, he shall say unto ;

30 And he shall stand with fear, |

and wist not what to say. And be- }
hold, he shall deny unto you; and
he shall make as if he were aston- §
ished; nevertheless, he shall declare §
4 # unto you that he is innocent.
; 21 But Nepm sald unto them O ye
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(i and ye shall find blood
i the skirts of his cloak.

32 And when ye have seen this,

ye shall say: From whence cometh §
{ this blood? Do we not know that it

1S the blood of your brother?

35 And then shall

went and did, even according as
Nephi had said unto them. And be-
hold, the words which he had said
were true; for according to the words
he did deny; and also daccording to
the words he did confess.

38 And he was brought to prove
that he himself was the very mur-
derer, insomuch that the five were
set at liberty, and also was Nephi.

¢ Nephites who believed on the words
1 of Nephi; and there were some $
¢ also, who believed because of the °
- testimony of the five, for they had |
t been converted while they were |
§ in prison. »
!¢ 40 And now there were some !

| among the people, who said that j

¢ Nephi was a prophet.

41a TG God. Omm

i 33 And then shall he tremble, and
: shall look pale, even as if death had |
{ come upon him. |
¢ 34 And then shall ye say: Because |
ggghclgrﬁgru%no%t%sugag:gg S%gﬁgfg, f mands the people to repent or perish—
' we know that thou art guilty. |
¢ greater fear |
§ come upon him; and then shall he |
¢ confess unto you, and deny no more |
. that he has done this murder. |
i 36 And then shall he say unto |
{ you, that I, Nephi, know nothing !
{ concerning the matter save it were |
. given unto me by the power of God. |
¢ And then shall ye know that [ am |
¢ an honest man, and that I am sent |
{ unto you from God. ]
“ And it came to pass that they

}' us the thoughts of our hearts and |
i also has told us things; and even
¢ he has brought unto our knowl-
edge the true murderer of our chief §
1 : judge° o i

CIIAPTER 10

{ The Lord gives Nephi the sealing
| power—He is empowered to bind and

loose on earth and in heaven—He com-

The Spirit carries him from multitude

1 to multitude. About 21-20 B.C.

AND it came to pass that there arose
a division among the people, inso-

! much that they divided hither and

thither and went their ways, leaving
Nephi alone, as he was standing in
the midst of them.

2 And it came to pass that Nephi
went his way towards his own house,
“pondering upon the things which

{ the Lord had shown unto him.

3 And it came to pass as he was
thus pondering—being much cast
down because of the wickedness of
the people of the Nephites, their
secret works of darkness, and their
murderings, and their plunderings,
and all manner of iniquities—and
it came to pass as he was thus pon-
dering in his heart, behold, a “voice
came unto him saying:

4 “Blessed art thou, Nephi, for those

51 things which thou hast done; for

I have beheld how thou hast with
*unwearyingness declared the word,
which 1 have given unto thee, unto
this people. And thou hast not feared
them, and hast not sought thine

{ ‘own life, but hast sought my 4will,

and to keep my commandments.
5 And now, because thou hast done

§ this with such unwearyingness, be-
{ 41 And there were others who said: }
! Behold, he is a god, for except he !
t was a god he could not “know of §
all thlngs For behold he has told g

hold, I will bless thee forever;and I
will make thee mighty in word and
in deed, in faith and in works; yea,
even that #all things shall be >"done
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“The two groups who have the greatest difficulty
In following the prophet are the proud who are
learned and the proud who are rich. The learned
may feel the prophet is only inspired when he
agrees with them; otherwise, the prophet iIs just
giving his opinion—speaking as a man. The rich
may feel they have no need to take counsel of a
lowly prophet”

(The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [1988], 138).



insomuch that we fell to the earth;
and when we were recovered from
our astonishment, behold they cast
us into *prison.

15 Now, as for the murder of this
man, we know not who has done
it; and only this much we know,
we ran and came “according as ye
desired, and behold he was dead,
according to the words of Nephi.

16 And now it came to pass that
the judges did expound the matter
unto the people, and did cry out
against Nephi, saying: Behold, we
know that this Nephi must have
agreed with some one to slay the
judge, and then he might declare
it unto us, that he might convert us
unto his faith, that he might raise
himself to be a great man, chosen
of God, and a prophet.

17 And now behold, we will detect
this man, and he shall confess his
fault and make known unto us the
true murderer of this judge.

18 And it came to pass that the
five were liberated on the day of
the burial. Nevertheless, they did
rebuke the judges in the words
which they had spoken agdinst
Nephi, and did contend with them
one by one, insomuch that they did
confound thcem.

19 Nevertheless, they caused that
Nephi should be taken and bound
and brought before the multitude,
and they began to question him in
divers ways that they might cross
him, that they might accuse him
to death—

20 Saying unto him: Thou art con-
federate; who is this man that hath
done this murder? Now tell us, and
acknowledge thy fault; saying, Be-
hold here is “money; and also we
will grant unto thee thy life if thou
will tell us, and acknowledge (he
agreement which thou hast made
with him.

21 But Nephisaid unto them: O ye

2fools, ye uncircumcised of heart, ye
blind, and ye bstiffnecked people,
do ye know how long the Lord your
God will suffer you that ye shall go
on in this vour way of sin?

22 O ye ought to begin to howl
and “mourn, because of the great
destruction which at this time doth
await you, except ye shall repent.

23 Behold ye say that [ have agreed
with a man that he should murder
Seezoram, our chief judge. But be-
hold, I say unto you, that this is
because I have testified unto you
that ye might know concerning this
thing; yea, even for a witness unto
you, that I did know of the wicked-
ness and abominations which are
among you.

24 And because I have done this,
ye say that 1 have agreed with a
man that he should do this thing;
vea, because I showed unto you this
sign ye are angry with me, and seek
to destroy my life.

25 And now behold, I will show
unto you another sign, and see if
ye will in this thing seek to de-
stroy me.

26 Behold I say unto you: Go to
the house of Seantum, who is the
“brother of Seezoram, and say unto
him—

27 Has Nephi, the pretended
prophet, who doth prophesy so much
evil concerning this people, agreed
with thee, in the which ye have
murdered Seezoram, who is your
brother?

28 And behold, he shall say unto
you, Nay.

29 And ye shall say unto him: Have
ye murdered your brother?

30 And he shall stand with fear,
and wist not what to say. And be-
hold, he shall deny unto you; and
he shall make as if he were aston-
ished; nevertheless, he shall declare
unto you that he is innocent.

31 But behold, ye shall examine
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him, and ye shall find blood upon
the skirts of his cloak.

32 And when ye have seen this,
ye shall say: From whence cometh
this blood? Do we not know that it
is the blood of your brother?

33 And then shall he tremble, and
shall look pale, even as if death had
come upon him.

34 And then shall ye say: Because
of this fear and this paleness which
has come upon your face, behold,
we Know that thou art guilty.

35 And then shall greater fear
come upon him; and then shall he
confess unto you, and deny no more
that he has done this murder.

36 And then shall he say unto
you, that I, Nephi, know nothing
concerning the matter save it were
given unto me by the power of God.
And then shall ye know that [ am
an honest man, and that I am sent
unto you from God.

37 And it came to pass that they
went and did, even according as
Nephi had said unto them. And be-
hold, the words which he had said
were true; for according to the words
he did deny; and also daccording to
the words he did confess.

38 And he was brought to prove
that he himself was the very mur-
derer, insomuch that the five were
set at liberty, and also was Nephi.

39 And there were some of the
Nephites who believed on the words
of Nephi; and there were some
also, who believed because of the
testimony of the five, for they had
been converted while they were
in prison.

40 And now there were some
among the people, who said that
Nephi was a prophet.

41 And there were others who said:
Behold, he is a god, for except he
was a god he could not know of
all things. For behold, he has told

us the thoughts of our hearts, and
also has told us things; and even
he has brought unto our knowl-
edge the true murderer of our chief
judge.

CIIAPTER 10

The Lord gives Nephi the sealing
power—He is empowered to bind and
loose on earth and in heaven—He com-
mands the people to repent or perish—
The Spirit carries him from multitude
to multitude. About 21-20 B.C.

AND it came to pass that there arose
a division among the people, inso-
much that they divided hither and
thither and went their ways, leaving
Nephi alone, as he was standing in
the midst of them.

2 And it came to pass that Nephi
went his way towards his own house,
“pondering upon the things which
the Lord had shown unto him.

3 And it came to pass as he was
thus pondering—being much cast
down because of the wickedness of
the people of the Nephites, their
secret works of darkness, and their
murderings, and their plunderings,
and all manner of iniquities—and
it came to pass as he was thus pon-
dering in his heart, behold, a “voice
came unto him saying:

4 “Blessed art thou, Nephi, for those
things which thou hast done; for
I have beheld how thou hast with
*funwearyingness declared the word,
which I have given unto thee, unto
this people. And thou hast not feared
them, and hast not sought thine
cown life, but hast sought my 4will,
and to keep my commandments.

5 And now, because thou hast done
this with such unwearyingness, be-
hold, I will bless thee forever; and I
will make thee mighty in word and
in deed, in faith and in works; yea,
even that #all things shall be >"done
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“When we ponder, we Invite revelation by the
Spirit. Pondering, to me, is the thinking and the
praying | do after reading and studying In the
scriptures carefully”

(President Henry B. Eyring, “Serve with the Spirit,” Ensign or
Liahona, Nov. 2070, 60).




insomuch that we fell to the earth;
and when we were recovered from
our astonishment, behold they cast
us into *prison.

15 Now, as for the murder of this
man, we know not who has done
it; and only this much we know,
we ran and came “according as ye
desired, and behold he was dead,
according to the words of Nephi.

16 And now it came to pass that
the judges did expound the matter
unto the people, and did cry out
against Nephi, saying: Behold, we
know that this Nephi must have
agreed with some one to slay the
judge, and then he might declare
it unto us, that he might convert us
unto his faith, that he might raise
himself to be a great man, chosen
of God, and a prophet.

17 And now behold, we will detect
this man, and he shall confess his
fault and make known unto us the
true murderer of this judge.

18 And it came to pass that the

five were liberated on the day of

the burial. Nevertheless, they did
rebuke the judges in the words
which they had spoken agdinst
Nephi, and did contend with them
one by one, insomuch that they did
confound thcem.

19 Nevertheless, they caused that
Nephi should be taken and bound
and brought before the multitude,
and they began to question him in
divers ways that they might cross
him, that they might accuse him
to death—

20 Saying unto him: Thou art con-
federate; who is this man that hath
done this murder? Now tell us, and
acknowledge thy fault; saying, Be-
hold here is “money; and also we
will grant unto thee thy life if thou
will tell us, and acknowledge (he
agreement which thou hast made
with him.

21 But Nephi said unto them: O ye

2fools, ye uncircumcised of heart, ye
blind, and ye bstiffnecked people,
do ye know how long the Lord your
God will suffer you that ye shall go
on in this vour way of sin?

22 O ye ought to begin to howl
and “mourn, because of the great
destruction which at this time doth
await you, except ye shall repent.

23 Behold ye say that I have agreed
with a man that he should murder
Seezoram, our chief judge. But be-
hold, I say unto you, that this is
because 1 have testified unto you
that ye might know concerning this
thing; yea, even for a witness unto
you, that I did know of the wicked-
ness and abominations which are
among you.

24 And because I have done this,
ye say that 1 have agreed with a
man that he should do this thing;
vea, because I showed unto you this
sign ye are angry with me, and seek
to destroy my life.

25 And now behold, I will show

unto you another sign, and see if

ye will in this thing seek to de-
Stroy me.

26 Behold 1 say unto you: Go to
the house of Seantum, who is the
“brother of Seezoram, and say unto
him—

27 Has Nephi, the pretended
prophet, who doth prophesy so much
evil concerning this people, agreed
with thee, in the which ye have
murdered Seezoram, who is your
brother?

28 And behold, he shall say unto
you, Nay.

29 And ye shall say unto him: Have
ye murdered your brother?

30 And he shall stand with fear,
and wist not what to say. And be-
hold, he shall deny unto you; and
he shall make as if he were aston-
ished; nevertheless, he shall declare
unto you that he is innocent.

31 But behold, ye shall examine
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him, and ye shall find blood upon
the skirts of his cloak.

32 And when ye have seen this,
ye shall say: From whence cometh
this blood? Do we not know that it
is the blood of your brother?

33 And then shall he tremble, and
shall look pale, even as if death had
come upon him.

34 And then shall ye say: Because
of this fear and this paleness which
has come upon your face, behold,
we know that thou art guilty.

35 And then shall greater fear
come upon him; and then shall he
confess unto you, and deny no more
that he has done this murder.

36 And then shall he say unto
you, that I, Nephi, know nothing
concerning the matter save it were
given unto me by the power of God.
And then shall ye know that [ am
an honest man, and that I am sent
unto you from God.

37 And it came to pass that they
went and did, even according as
Nephi had said unto them. And be-
hold, the words which he had said
were true; for according to the words
he did deny; and also daccording to
the words he did confess.

38 And he was brought to prove
that he himself was the very mur-

us the thoughts of our hearts, and
also has told us things; and even
he has brought unto our knowl-
edge the true murderer of our chief
judge.

CIIAPTER 10

The Lord gives Nephi the sealing
power—He is empowered to bind and
loose on earth and in heaven—He com-
mands the people to repent or perish—
The Spirit carries him from multitude
to multitude. About 21-20 B.C.

AND it came to pass that there arose
a division among the people, inso-
much that they divided hither and
thither and went their ways, leaving
Nephi alone, as he was standing in
the midst of them.

2 And it came to pass that Nephi
went his way towards his own house,
“pondering upon the things which
the Lord had shown unto him.

3 And it came to pass as he was
thus pondering—being much cast
down because of the wickedness of
the people of the Nephites, their
secret works of darkness, and their
murderings, and their plunderings,
and all manner of iniquities—and
it came to pass as he was thus pon-
derlng in his heart behold atvoice

derer, insomuch that the five were | came unto him sa

set at liberty, and also was Nephi.

39 And there were some of the
Nephites who believed on the words
of Nephi; and there were some
also, who believed because of the
testimony of the five, for they had
been converted while they were
in prison.

40 And now there were some

among the people, who said that }

Nephi was a prophet.

41 And there were others who said:
Behold, he is a god, for except he
was a god he could not know of
all things. For behold, he has told

41a 16 God. Omni-
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thmgs which thou hast done; for ,,
t 1 have beheld how thou hast with
¢ Punwearyingness declared the word, }
' which 1 have given unto thee, unto §
¢ this people. And thou hast not feared
i them, and hast not sought thine f§

¢ cown life, but hast sought my 4will,
i and to keep my commandments. {
5 And now, because thou hast done
¢ this with such unwearyingness, be- |
. hold, I will bless thee forever;and 1 |
| will make thee mighty in word and §
¢ in deed, in faith and in works; yea, }§
: even that “all thmgs shall be *’done :
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The Lord Gives Nephi Sealing Power

- for thou shalt ‘not ask that whlch_

P 6 Behold, thou art Neph1 and I |
. am God. Behold I declare it unto
| thee in the presence of mine angels, |
i that ye shall have power over this |
¢ people, and shall smite the earth |
| with “famine, and with pestilence, |
¢ and destruction, according to the |
! wickedness of this people ]
i 7Tk hod 1 give unto you “power, |

: earth shall be loosed in heaven; and |
| thus shall ye have power among |
¢ this people. |
! 8 And thus, if ye shall say unto this |
: temple it shall be rent in twain, it §
' shall be done.
¢ 9 And if ye shall say unto this |
' mountain, Be thou cast down and |
¢ become smooth, it shall be done.
it 10 And behold, if ye shall say that |
¢ God shall smite this people, it shall |
! come to pass. 1
¢ 11 And now behold, I command |
i you, that ye shall go and declare |
¢ unto this people, that thus saith the |
i Lord God, who is the Almighty: Ex- |
i cept ye repent ye shall be smitten, |
' even unto “destruction. ]
, NOW 1t came to
pass that when the Lord had spoken
these words unto Nephi, he did stop
and did not go unto his own house,
but did return unto the multitudes
who were scattered about upon
the face of the land, and began to
declare unto them the word of the
Lord which had been spoken unto
him, concerning their destruction
if they did not repent.

13 Now behold, “notwithstanding
that great miracle which Nephi
had done in telling them concern-
ing the death of the chief judge,

they did harden their hearts and
did not hearken unto the words of
the Lord.

14 Therefore Nephi did declare
unto them the word of the Lord,
saying: Except ye repent, thus saith
the Lord, ye shall be “smitten even
unto destruction.

15 And it came to pass that when
Nephi had declared unto them the

{ word, behold, they did still harden

their hearts and would not hearken
unto his words; therefore they did

ST . arevile against him, and did seek to
n | lay their hands upon him that they

might cast him into prison.
16 But behold, the power of God

{ was with him, and they could not

take him to cast him into prison,
for he was taken by the Spirit and

§ “conveyed away out of the midst

of them.

17 And it came to pass that thus
he did go forth in the Spirit, from
multitude to multitude, declaring
the word of God, even until he had

i declared it unto them all, or sent it

forth among all the people.

18 And it came to pass that they
would not hearken unto his words;
and there began to be contentions,
insomuch that they were divided

| against themselves and began to

slay one another with the sword.

19 And thus ended the seventy and
first year of the reign of the judges
over the people of Nephi.

CHAPTER 11

Nephi persuades the Lord to replace
their war with a famine—Many people
perish—They repent, and Nephi impor-
tunes the Lord for rain—Nephi and
Lehi receive many revelations—The
Gadianton robbers entrench themselves
in the land. About 20-6 B.C.

8+ 1 Ko 17-1- | 2 Heel 1118

| Fther 17-30

Nephi Preaches Again to the People

Nephi Prays for the Lord to Send a Famine

AND now it came to pass in the sev-
enty and second vear of the reign
of the judges that the contentions
did incrcasc, insomuch that therc
were wars throughout all the land
among all the people of Nephi.

2 And it was this “secret band of
robbers who did carry on this work
of destruction and wickedness. And
this war did last all that year; and
in the seventy and third year it did
also last.

3 And it came to pass that in this
year Nephi did cry unto the Lord,
saying:

4 O Lord, do not suffer that this
people shall be destroyed by the
sword; but O Lord, rather “let there
be a *famine in the land, to stir
them up in remembrance of the
Lord their God, and perhaps they
will repent and turn unto thee.

5 And so it was done, according
to the words of Nephi. And there
was a great famine upon the land,
among all the people of Nephi. And
thus in the seventy and fourth year
the famine did continue, and the
work of destruction did cease by the
sword but became sore by famine.,

6 And this work of destruction did
also continue in the seventy and
fifth year. For the earth was smitten
that it was “dry, and did not yield
forth grain in the season of grain;
and the whole earth was smitten,
even among the Lamanites as well
as among the Nephites, so that they
were smitten that they did perish
by thousands in the more wicked
parts of the land.

7 And it came to pass that the
people saw that they were about to
perish by famine, and they began
to “remember the Lord their God;
and they began to remember the
words of Nephi.

8 And the people “began to plead
with their chief judges and their

leaders, that they would say unto
Nephi: Behold, we know that thou
art a man of God, and therefore
cry unto the Lord our God that he
turn away from us this famine, lest
all the words which thou hast spo-
ken concerning our ®destruction
be fulfilled.

9 And it came to pass that the
judges did say unto Nephi, accord-
ing to the words which had been
desired. And it camc to pass that
when Nephi saw that the people
had “repented and did humble
themselves in sackcloth, he cried
again unto the Lord, saying:

10 O Lord, behold this people re-
penteth; and they have swept away
the band of Gadianton from amongst
them insomuch that they have be-
come extinct, and they have con-
cealed their secret plans in the earth.

11 Now, O Lord, because of this
their humility wilt thou turn away
thine anger, and let thine anger
be appeased in the destruction of
those wicked men whom thou hast
already destroyed.

12 O Lord, wilt thou turn away
thine anger, yea, thy fierce anger, and
cause that this famine may cease in
this land.

13 O Lord, wilt thou hearken unto
me, and cause that it may be done ac-
cording to my words, and send forth
“rain upon the face of the earth,
that she may bring forth her fruit,
and her grain in the season of grain.

14 O Lord, thou didst hearken unto
‘my words when I said, Let there
be a famine, that the pestilence of
the sword might cease; and I know
that thou wilt, even at this time,
hearken unto my words, for thou
saidst that: If this people repent I
will spare them.

15 Yea, O Lord, and thou seest
that they have repented, because of
the famine and the pestilence and

11 24 Hel 627 (18-24). |

Hel 10:6.
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“When we pray unto the Father in the name of
Jesus for specific personal things, we should feel
In the very depths of our souls that we are willing
to subject our petitions to the will of our Father In
heaven. ...

“The time will come when we shall know the will
of God before we ask. Then everything for which
we pray will be ‘expedient.” Everything for which
we ask will be ‘right.” That will be when as a result
of righteous living, we shall so enjoy the
companionship of the spirit that he will dictate
what we ask”

(President Marion G. Romney in Conference Report, Oct. 1944,
55-56).



The Lord Gives Nephi Sealing Power

unto thee according to thy ‘word,
for thou shalt Ynot ask that which
is contrary to my will.

6 Behold, thou art Nephi, and 1
am God. Behold, I declare it unto
thee in the presence of mine angels,
that ye shall have power over this
people, and shall smite the earth
with ¢famine, and with pestilence,
and destruction, according to the
wickedness of this people.

7 Behold, 1 give unto you “power,
that whatsoever ye shall seal on
earth shall be sealed in heaven;
and whatsoever ye shall loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven; and
thus shall ve have power among
this people.

8 And thus, if yve shall say unto this
temple it shall be rent in twain, it
shall be done.

9 And if ye shall say unto this
amountain, Be thou cast down and
become smooth, it shall be done.

10 And behold, if ye shall say that
God shall smite this people, it shall
come to pass.

11 And now behold, I command
you, that ye shall go and declare
unto this people, that thus saith the
Lord God, who is the Almighty: Ex-
cept ye repent ye shall be smitten,
even unto “destruction.

12 And behold, now it came to
pass that when the Lord had spoken

these words unto Nephi, he did stop
and did not 0 un”f’ Els ow’n"ﬁouse,

the face of the land, and began to
declare unto them the word of the
Lord which had been spoken unto
him, concerning their destruction
if they did not repent.

13 Now behold, “notwithstanding

that great miracle which Nephi
had done in telling them concern-

ing the death of the chief judge,

they did harden their hearts and
did not hearken unto the words of
the Lord.

14 Therefore Nephi did declare
unto them the word of the Lord,
saying: Except ye repent, thus saith
the Lord, ye shall be “smitten even
unto destruction.

15 And it came to pass that when
Nephi had declared unto them the
word, behold, they did still harden
their hearts and would not hearken
unto his words; therefore they did
¢revile against him, and did seek to
lay their hands upon him that they
might cast him into prison.

16 But behold, the power of God
was with him, and they could not
take him to cast him into prison,
orhe was taken by the Spirit and

*T‘ '7"1&1’13’ it came to pass that thus
he did go forth in the Spirit, from
multitude to multitude, declaring
the word of God, even until he had
declared it unto them all, or sent it
forth among all the people.

18 And it came to pass that they
would not hearken unto his words;
and there began to be contentions,
insomuch that they were divided
against themselves and began to
slay one another with the sword.

19 And thus ended the seventy and
first year of the reign of the judges
over the people of Nephi.

CHAPTER 11

Nephi persuades the Lord to replace
their war with a famine—Many people
perish—They repent, and Nephi impor-
tunes the Lord for rain—Nephi and
Lehi receive many revelations—The
Gadianton robbers entrench themselves
in the land. About 20-6 B.C.

8+ 1 Ko 17-1- | 2 Heel 1118

| Fther 17-30

Nephi Preaches Again to the People

Nephi Prays for the Lord to Send a Famine

AND now it came to pass in the sev-
enty and second vear of the reign
of the judges that the contentions
did incrcasc, insomuch that therc
were wars throughout all the land
among all the people of Nephi.

2 And it was this “secret band of
robbers who did carry on this work
of destruction and wickedness. And
this war did last all that year; and
in the seventy and third year it did
also last.

3 And it came to pass that in this
year Nephi did cry unto the Lord,
saying:

1O TorT

: will repent and turn unto thee.

: parts of the land.

people saw that they were about to
perish by famine, and they began
to “remember the Lord the1r God

they began to remember the
words of Nephi.

8 And the people “began to plead
with their chief judges and their

1S
. people shall be destroyed by the |
i sword; but O Lord, rather “let there |
! be a *famine in the land, to stir &
' them up in remembrance of the |
t Lord their God, and perhaps they |
1 cealed their secret plansin the earth.
. 5 And so it was done, according |
{ to the words of Nephi. And there |
¢ was a great famine upon the land,
. among all the people of Nephi. And
. thus in the seventy and fourth year |
{ the famine did continue, and the
t work of destruction did cease by the |
. sword but became sore by famine. |
¢ 6 And this work of destruction did |
- also continue in the seventy and |
{ fifth year. For the earth was smitten |
' that it was *dry, and did not yield ¢
' forth grain in the season of grain; |
 and the whole earth was smitten, |
i even among the Lamanites as well !
t as among the Nephites, so that they |
i were smitten that they did perish |
i by thousands in the more wicked !

leaders, that they would say unto
Nephi: Behold, we know that thou
art a man of God, and therefore
cry unto the Lord ourGod that hc
turn away from us this fam

all the words which thou hast Spo-
ken concerning our ®destruction
be fulfilled.

9 And it came to pass that the
judges did say unto Nephi, accord-
ing to the words which had been
desired. And it camc to pass that
when Nephi saw that the people
had “repented and did humble
themselves in sackcloth, he cried
again unto the Lord, saying:

10 O Lord, behold this people re-
penteth; and they have swept away
the band of Gadianton from amongst
them insomuch that they have be-
come extinct, and they have con-

11 Now, O Lord, because of this
their humility wilt thou turn away
thine anger, and let thine anger
be appeased in the destruction of
those wicked men whom thou hast
already destroyed.

12 O Lord, wilt thou turn away
thine anger, yea, thy fierce anger, and
cause that this famine may cease in
this land.

13 O Lord, wilt thou hearken unto
me, and cause that it may be done ac-
cording to my words, and send forth
“rain upon the face of the earth,
that she may bring forth her fruit,
and her grain in the season of grain.

14 O Lord, thou didst hearken unto
‘my words when I said, Let there

{ be a famine, that the pestilence of

the sword might cease; and I know
that thou wilt, even at this time,
hearken unto my words, for thou
saidst that: If this people repent I
will spare them.

15 Yea, O Lord, and thou seest
that they have repented, because of
the famine and the pestilence and

11 24 Hel 627 (18-24). |

Hel 10:6.
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The People Prosper

destruction which has come unto
them.

16 And now, O Lord, wilt thou
turn away thine anger, and try

again if they will serve thee? And |

if so, O Lord, thou canst bless them
according to thy words which thou
hast said.

17 And it came to pass that in the
seventy and sixth year the Lord did
turn away his anger from the peo-
ple, and caused that “rain should
fall upon the earth, insomuch that
it did bring forth her fruit in the
season of her fruit. And it came to
pass that it did bring forth her grain
in the season of her grain.

18 And behold, the people did re-
joice and glorify God, and the whole
face of the land wasfllledvuthreg

im as a igreat prophet, and a man
of GGod, havmggreat power and au-
thority given unto him from God.

19 And behold, Lehi, his brother,
was not a awhit behind him as to
| -_  pertaining to righteousness.
B \1 ' did come to pass |
¢ that the people of Nephi began to
| prosper again in the land, and be- |
. gan (o build up their waste places, |
t and began to multiply and spread, }
! even until they did “cover the whole
' face of the land, both on the north- }
¢ ward and on the southward, from |
| the sea west to the sea east.
And it came to pass that the
seventy and sixth vear did end in
peace. And the seventy and seventh
year began in peace; and the “church
did spread throughout the face of all
the land; and the more part of the
people, both the Nephites and the
Lamanites, did belong to the church;
and they did have exceedingly great
peace in the land; and thus ended
the seventy and seventh year.

22 And also they had peace in the

i year there began to be much strife. }
But it came to pass that Nephi and |
i Lehi, and many of their brethren |
i who knew concerning the true |}
. points of doctrine, having many |
| “revelations daily, therefore they !}
¢ did preach unto the people, inso- |
' much that they did put an end to }
i their strife in that same year.  §

{ and plunder; and then they would

{ that went forth unto them.

seventy and eighth year, save it were
a few contentions concerning the
p()llltb of doctrine which had been

73 And in the seventy and ninth |

4§ And it came to pass
eightieth year of the reign of the
judges over the people of Nephi,
there were a certain number of the
dissenters from the people of Nephi,
who had some years before gone
over unto the Lamanites, and taken
upon themselves the name of La-
manites, and also a certain number
who were real descendants of the
Lamanites, being stirred up to anger
by them, or by those dissenters,
therefore they commenced a “war
with their brethren.

25 And they did commit murder

Contentions About
Doctrine Resolved

retreat back into the mountains,
and into (the wilderness and secret
places, hiding themselves that they
could not be discovered, receiving
daily an addition to their numbers,
inasmuch as there were dissenters

26 And thus in time, yea, even in
the space of “not many vyears, they
became an exceedingly great band
of robbers; and they did search out
all the ®secret plans of Gadianton;
and thus they became robbers of
Gadianton.

27 Now behold, these robbers did
make great havoc, yea, even great
destruction among the people of
Nephi, and also among the people
of the Lamanites.

The Resurgence of the
Gadianton Robbers
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by Prophets

28 And it came to pass that it was
expedient that there should be a
stop put to this work of destruc-
tion; therefore they sent an army
of strong men into the wilderness
and upon the mountains to search
out this band of robbers, and to
destroy them.

29 But behold, it came to pass that
in that same year they were driven
back even into their own lands.
And thus ended the eightieth year
of the reign of the judges over the
people of Nephi.

30 And it came to pass in the
commencement of the eighty and
first year they did go forth again
against this band of robbcrs, and
did destroy many; and they were
alsovisited with much destruction.

31 And they were again obliged to
return out of the wilderness and out
of the “mountains unto their own
lands, because of the exceeding
greatness of the numbers of those
robbers who infested the mountains
and the wilderness.

32 And it came to pass that thus
ended this year. And the robbers
did still increase and wax strong,
insomuch that they did defy the
whole armies of the Nephites, and
also of the Lamanites; and they did
cause great fear to come unto the
people upon all the face of the land.

33 Yea, for they did visit many
parts of the land, and did do great
destruction unto them; yea, did Kill
many, and did carry away others
captive into the wilderness, yea,
and more especially their women
and their children.

34 Now this great evil, which came
unto the people because of their
iniquity, did stir them up again in
‘remembrance of the Lord their God.

35 And thus ended the eighty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

36 And in the eighty and second
year they began again to “forget the
Lord their God. And in the eighty
and third year they began to wax
strong in iniquity. And in the eighty
and fourth year they did not mend
their ways.

37 And it came to pass in the eighty
and fifth year they did wax stron-
ger and stronger in their pride, and
in their wickedness; and thus they
were ‘ripening again for destruction.

38 And thus ended the eighty and
fifth year.

CHAPTER 12

Men are unstable and foolish and
quick to do evil—The Lord chastens
His people—The nothingness of men is
compared with the power of God—In
the day of judgment, men will gain ev-
erlasting life or everlasting damnation.
About 6 B.C.

AND thus we can behold how false,
and also the unsteadiness of the
hearts of the children of men; yea,
we can see that the Lord in his
great infinite goodness doth bless
and “prosper those who put their
®trust in him.

2 Yea, and we may see at the very
“time when he doth Pprosper his
people, yea, in the increase of their
fields, their flocks and their herds,
and in gold, and in silver, and in all
manner of ‘precious things of every
kind and art; sparing their lives,
and delivering them out of the
hands of their enemies; softening
the hearts of their enemies that they
should not declare wars against
them; yea, and in fine, doing all
things for the welfare and happiness
of his people; yea, then is the time
that they do “harden their hearts,
and do ¢forget the Lord their God,
and do/trample under their feet the
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“True doctrine, understood, changes attitudes and
behavior.

“The study of the doctrines of the gospel will improve
behavior quicker than a study of behavior will improve
behavior. ... That is why we stress so forcefully the
study of the doctrines of the gospel”

(President Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Oct. 1986, 20; or
Ensign, Nov. 1986, 17).




The People Prosper

destruction which has come unto
them.

16 And now, O Lord, wilt thou
turn away thine anger, and try
again if they will serve thee? And
if so, O Lord, thou canst bless them
according to thy words which thou
hast said.

17 And it came to pass that in the
seventy and sixth year the Lord did
turn away his anger from the peo-
ple, and caused that “rain should
fall upon the earth, insomuch that
it did bring forth her fruit in the
season of her fruit. And it came to
pass that it did bring forth her grain
in the season of her grain.

18 And behold, the people did re-
joice and glorify God, and the whole
face of the land was filled with re-
joicing; and they did no more seek to
destroy Nephi, but they did esteem
him as a °great prophet, and a man
of God, having great power and au-
thority given unto him from God.

19 And behold, Lehi, his brother,
was not a “whit behind him as to
things pertaining to righteousness.

20 And thus it did come to pass
that the people of Nephi began to
prosper again in the land, and be-
gan (o build up their waste places,
and began to multiply and spread,
even until they did “cover the whole
face of the land, both on the north-
ward and on the southward, from
the sea west to the sea east.

21 And it came to pass that the
seventy and sixth vear did end in
peace. And the seventy and seventh
year began in peace; and the “church
did spread throughout the face of all
the land; and the more part of the
people, both the Nephites and the
Lamanites, did belong to the church;
and they did have exceedingly great
peace in the land; and thus ended
the seventy and seventh year.

22 And also they had peace in the

all the ’secret plans of G

seventy and eighth year, save it were
a few contentions concerning the
points of doctrine which had been
laid down by the prophets.

23 And in the seventy and ninth
year there began to be much strife.
But it came to pass that Nephi and
Lehi, and many of their brethren
who knew concerning the true
points of doctrine, having many
arevelations daily, therefore they
did preach unto the people, inso-
much that they did put an end to
their strife in that same year.

24 And it came to pass that in the
eightieth year of the reign of the
judges over the people of Nephi,
there were a certain number of the
dissenters from the people of Nephi,
who had some years before gone
over unto the Lamanites, and taken
upon themselves the name of La-
manites, and also a certain number
who were real descendants of the
Lamanites, being stirred up to anger
by them, or by those dissenters,
therefore they commenced a “war
with their brethren.

25 And they did commit murder
and plunder; and then they would
retreat back into the mountains,
and into (the wilderness and secret
places, hiding themselves that they
could not be discovered, receiving
daily an addition to their numbers,
inasmuch as there were dissenters
that went forth unto them.

26 And thus in time, yea, even in
the space of “not many years, they
became an exceedingly great band
of robbers; and they did search out
adianton,

Gadianton.

27 Now behold, these robbers did
make great havoc, yea, even great
destruction among the people of
Nephi, and also among the people
of the Lamanites.
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by Prophets

28 And it came to pass that it was
expedient that there should be a
stop put to this work of destruc-
tion; therefore they sent an army
of strong men into the wilderness
and upon the mountains to search
out this band of robbers, and to
destroy them.

29 But behold, it came to pass that
in that same year they were driven
back even into their own lands.
And thus ended the eightieth year
of the reign of the judges over the
people of Nephi.

30 And it came to pass in the
commencement of the eighty and
first year they did go forth again
against this band of robbcrs, and
did destroy many; and they were
alsovisited with much destruction.

31 And they were again obliged to
return out of the wilderness and out
of the “mountains unto their own
lands, because of the exceeding
greatness of the numbers of those
robbers who infested the mountains
and the wilderness.

32 And it came to pass that thus
ended this year. And the robbers
did still increase and wax strong,
insomuch that they did defy the
whole armies of the Nephites, and
also of the Lamanites; and they did
cause great fear to come unto the
people upon all the face of the land.

33 Yea, for they did visit many
parts of the land, and did do great
destruction unto them; yea, did Kill
many, and did carry away others
captive into the wilderness, yea,
and more _especially their women

their children.

And thus endec eighty anc
first year of the reign of the judges.

I 34 Now' t 1sgreat”ev1l’ which came |
‘unto the people because of their |
iniquity, did stir them up again in }
i “remembrance of the Lord their God. }

36 And in the eighty and second
began again to “forget the

and thir¢ year they began to wax

strong in iniquity. And in the eighty
and fourth year they did not mend
their ways.

37 And it came to pass in the eighty
and fifth year they did wax stron-
ger and stronger in their pride, and
in their wickedness; and thus they
were ‘ripening again for destruction.

38 And thus ended the eighty and
fifth year.

CHAPTER 12

Men are unstable and foolish and
quick to do evil—The Lord chastens
His people—The nothingness of men is
compared with the power of God—In
the day of judgment, men will gain ev-
erlasting life or everlasting damnation.
About 6 B.C.

AND thus we can behold how false,
and also the unsteadiness of the
hearts of the children of men; yea,
we can see that the Lord in his
great infinite goodness doth bless
and “prosper those who put their
®trust in him.

2 Yea, and we may see at the very
“time when he doth Pprosper his
people, yea, in the increase of their
fields, their flocks and their herds,
and in gold, and in silver, and in all
manner of ‘precious things of every
kind and art; sparing their lives,
and delivering them out of the
hands of their enemies; softening
the hearts of their enemies that they
should not declare wars against
them; yea, and in fine, doing all
things for the welfare and happiness
of his people; yea, then is the time
that they do “harden their hearts,
and do ¢forget the Lord their God,
and do/trample under their feet the
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“l] guess one of the greatest mysteries of
mortality is why mankind fails to learn from

history”

(Elder L. Tom Perry in Conference Report, Oct. 1992, 19; or
Ensign, Nov. 1992, 16).




The People Prosper

destruction which has come unto
them.

16 And now, O Lord, wilt thou
turn away thine anger, and try
again if they will serve thee? And
if so, O Lord, thou canst bless them
according to thy words which thou
hast said.

17 And it came to pass that in the
seventy and sixth year the Lord did
turn away his anger from the peo-
ple, and caused that “rain should
fall upon the earth, insomuch that
it did bring forth her fruit in the
season of her fruit. And it came to
pass that it did bring forth her grain
in the season of her grain.

18 And behold, the people did re-
joice and glorify God, and the whole
face of the land was filled with re-
joicing; and they did no more seek to
destroy Nephi, but they did esteem
him as a °great prophet, and a man
of God, having great power and au-
thority given unto him from God.

19 And behold, Lehi, his brother,
was not a “whit behind him as to
things pertaining to righteousness.

20 And thus it did come to pass
that the people of Nephi began to
prosper again in the land, and be-
gan (o build up their waste places,
and began to multiply and spread,
even until they did “cover the whole
face of the land, both on the north-
ward and on the southward, from
the sea west to the sea east.

21 And it came to pass that the
seventy and sixth vear did end in
peace. And the seventy and seventh
year began in peace; and the “church
did spread throughout the face of all
the land; and the more part of the
people, both the Nephites and the
Lamanites, did belong to the church;
and they did have exceedingly great
peace in the land; and thus ended
the seventy and seventh year.

22 And also they had peace in the

seventy and eighth year, save it were
a few contentions concerning the
points of doctrine which had been
laid down by the prophets.

23 And in the seventy and ninth
year there began to be much strife.
But it came to pass that Nephi and
Lehi, and many of their brethren
who knew concerning the true
points of doctrine, having many
arevelations daily, therefore they
did preach unto the people, inso-
much that they did put an end to
their strife in that same year.

24 And it came to pass that in the
eightieth year of the reign of the
judges over the people of Nephi,
there were a certain number of the
dissenters from the people of Nephi,
who had some years before gone
over unto the Lamanites, and taken
upon themselves the name of La-
manites, and also a certain number
who were real descendants of the
Lamanites, being stirred up to anger
by them, or by those dissenters,
therefore they commenced a “war
with their brethren.

25 And they did commit murder
and plunder; and then they would
retreat back into the mountains,
and into (the wilderness and secret
places, hiding themselves that they
could not be discovered, receiving
daily an addition to their numbers,
inasmuch as there were dissenters
that went forth unto them.

26 And thus in time, yea, even in
the space of “not many years, they
became an exceedingly great band
of robbers; and they did search out
all the *secret plans of Gadianton;
and thus they became robbers of
Gadianton.

27 Now behold, these robbers did
make great havoc, yea, even great
destruction among the people of
Nephi, and also among the people
of the Lamanites.
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by Prophets

28 And it came to pass that it was
expedient that there should be a
stop put to this work of destruc-
tion; therefore they sent an army
of strong men into the wilderness
and upon the mountains to search
out this band of robbers, and to
destroy them.

29 But behold, it came to pass that
in that same year they were driven
back even into their own lands.
And thus ended the eightieth year
of the reign of the judges over the
people of Nephi.

30 And it came to pass in the
commencement of the eighty and
first year they did go forth again
against this band of robbcrs, and
did destroy many; and they were
alsovisited with much destruction.

31 And they were again obliged to
return out of the wilderness and out
of the “mountains unto their own
lands, because of the exceeding
greatness of the numbers of those
robbers who infested the mountains
and the wilderness.

32 And it came to pass that thus
ended this year. And the robbers
did still increase and wax strong,
insomuch that they did defy the
whole armies of the Nephites, and
also of the Lamanites; and they did
cause great fear to come unto the
people upon all the face of the land.

33 Yea, for they did visit many
parts of the land, and did do great
destruction unto them; yea, did Kill
many, and did carry away others
captive into the wilderness, yea,
and more especially their women
and their children.

34 Now this great evil, which came
unto the people because of their
iniquity, did stir them up again in
‘remembrance of the Lord their God.

35 And thus ended the eighty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

36 And in the eighty and second
year they began again to “forget the
Lord their God. And in the eighty
and third year they began to wax
strong in iniquity. And in the eighty
and fourth year they did not mend
their ways.

37 And it came to pass in the eighty
and fifth year they did wax stron-
ger and stronger in their pride, and
in their wickedness; and thus they
were ‘ripening again for destruction.

38 And thus ended the eighty and
fifth year.

CHAPTER 12

Men are unstable and foolish and
quick to do evil—The Lord chastens
His people—The nothingness of men is
compared with the power of God—In
the day of judgment, men will gain ev-
erlasting life or everlasting damnation.
About 6 B.C.

! AND thus we can behold how false, |

tand also the unsteadiness of the}
hearts of the children of men; yea, §
iwe can see that the Lord in his}
i great infinite goodness doth bless }
rand “prosper those who put their |
i Ptrust in him.,
¢t 2 Yea, and we may see at the very }
i “time when he doth °prosper his }
 people, yea, in the increase of their §
i fields, their flocks and their herds, |
y and in gold, and in silver, and in all !
i manner of “precious things of every §
t kind and art; sparing their lives, }
'and delivering them out of thej
t hands of their enemies; softening |
{ the hearts of their enemies that they }
: should not declare wars against |
{ them; yea, and in fine, doing all}
¢ things for the welfare and happiness |
{ of his people; yea, then is the time §
i that they do “harden their hearts, |
1 and do “forget the Lord their God, }
: and dotrample under their feet the |
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: Holy One—yea, and this because of §
{ their ease, and their exceedingly |
¢ oreat prosperity. !
i 3 And thus we see that except the )
¢ Lord doth “chasten his people with §
| many afflictions, yea, except he doth §
i visit them with *death and with ter- |
i ror, and with famine and with all {
- manner of pestilence, they will not §
| ‘remember him. |

and how evil, and devilish, and how
bquick to do iniquity, and how slow
to do good, are the children of men;
yvea, how quick to hearken unto the
words of the evil one, and to set
their ‘hearts upon the vain things of
the world!

5 Yea, how quick to be lifted up
in “pride; vea, how quick to ’boast,
and do all manner of that which is
iniquity; and how slow are they to
remember the Lord their God, and
to give ear unto his counsels, yea,
how slow to “‘walk in wisdom’s paths!

6 Behold, they do not desire that
the Lord their God, who hath “cre-
ated them, should °rule and reign
over them; notwithstanding his
oreat goodness and his mercy to-
wards them, they do set at ‘naught
his counsels, and they will not that
he should be their guide.

7 O how great is the “nothingness of
the children of men; vea, even they
are Pless than the dust of the earth.

8 For behold, the dust of the earth
moveth hither and thither, to the
dividing asunder, at the command
of our great and everlasting God.

9 Yea, behold at his “voice do the
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hills and the mountains tremble
and *quake.

10 And by the “power of his voice
they are broken up, and become
smooth, vea, even like unto a valley.

11 Yea, by the power of his voice
doth the “whole earth shake;

12 Yea, by the power of his voice,
do the foundations rock, even to
the very center.

13 Yea, and if he say unto the
earth—Move—it is moved.

14 Yea, if he say unto the “earth—
Thou shalt ®’go back, that it ‘lengthen
out the day for many hours—it is
done;

15 And thus, according to his
word the “earth goeth back, and it
appeareth unto man that the ’sun
standeth still; vea, and behold, this
is so; for surely it is the earth that
moveth and not the sun.

16 And behold, also, if he say unto
the *waters of the great deep—?Be
thou dried up—it is done.

17 Behold, if he say unto this
mountain—Be thou raised up, and
2come over and fall upon that city,
that it be buried up—behold it is
done.

18 And behold, if a man *hideup a
treasure in the earth, and the Lord
shall say—Let it be ®*accursed, be-
cause of the iniquity of him who
hath hid it up—behold, it shall be
accursed.

19 And if the Lord shall say—Be
thou accursed, that no man shall
find thee from this time henceforth
and forever—behold, no man getteth
it henceforth and forever.
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20 And behold, if the Lord shall
say unto a man—Because of thine
iniquities, thou shalt be accursed
*forever—it shall be done.

21 And if the Lord shall say—Be-
cause of thine iniquities thou shalt
be “cut off from my presence—he
will cause that it shall be so.

22 And wo unto him to whom he
shall say this, for it shall be unto
him that will do iniquity, and he
cannot be “saved; therefore, for this
cause, that men might be saved, hath
repentance been declared.

23 Therefore, blessed are they who
will repent and hearken unto the
voice of the Lord their God; for these
are they that shall be saved.

24 And may God grant, in his great
fulness, that men might be brought
untorepentance and good works, that
they might be restored unto grace
for ?grace, according to their works.

25 And I would that all men might
be saved. But we read that in the
sgreat and last day there are some
who shall be cast out, vea, who shall
be cast off from the Ppresence of
the Lord;

26 Yea, who shall be consigned to
a state of endless misery, fulfilling
the words which say: They that have
done good shall have %everlasting
life; and they that have done evil
shall have everlasting ®*damnation.
And thus it is. Amen.

The prophecy of Samuel, the
Lamanite, to the Nephites.

Comprising chapters 13 through 15.

they repent—They and t
are cursed—T hey reject ar
prophets, are encircled al
mons, and seek for happin
iniquity. About 6 B.C.

AND now it came to p
eighty and sixth year, th.
did still remain in wicke
in great wickedness, whi
manites did observe stric
the commandments of G«
ing to the law of Moses.

2 And it came to pass t
year there was one “Sam
manite, came into the las
hemla, and began to preac
people. And it came to p
did preach, many davs, r
unto the people, and the
him out, and he was abou
to his own land.

3 But behold, the *voice
came unto him, that he
turn again, and prophes
people whatsoever thin
come into his "heart.

4 And it came to pass
would not suffer that he
ter into the city; therefo
and got upon the “wall tl
stretched forth his hand
with a loud voice, and °¢
unto the people whatsoe
the Lord put into his he

5 And he said unto thei
[, Samuel, a Lamanite, dc
words of the Lord which 1
into my heart; and beho
put it into my heart to sa
people that the 4sword

| hanocath nver thhic manmnle



“Is it simply unintended forgetfulness? Or is it a
fallure of intellectual integrity by our refusing to
review and to acknowledge past blessings? Or is it a
lack of meekness which requires the repetition of
such stern lessons, because we neglect the milder
and gentler signs beckoning us to ‘remember Him’?

“... We need the Spirit daily to help us remember
daily. Otherwise memory lapses will occur when we
are most vulnerable. It i1s not natural to the natural
man to remember yesterday’s blessings gratefully,
especially when today’s needs of the flesh press
steadily upon him”

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “Lord, Increase Our Faith” [1994], 107-2).



“We’re tested and we’re tried. Perhaps we don’t
realize the severity of the tests we’re going through.
In the early days of the Church, there were murders
committed, there were mobbings. The Saints were
driven out into the desert. They were starving, they
were unclad, and they were cold. We’re the inheritors
of what they gave to us. But what are we doing with
it? Today we’re basking in the lap of luxury, the like of
which we’ve never seen before In the history of the
world. It would seem that probably this is the most
severe test of any we’ve ever had in the history of this
Church”

(President Harold B. Lee, Larry E. Dahl, “Fit for the Kingdom,” in Studies
in Scripture, 5:369).



Tevye says that if riches are a curse, “may [God]
smite me with it. And may | never recover!”

“Fiddler on the Roof”
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Holy One—yvea, and this because of
their ease, and their exceedingly
oreat prosperity.

3 And thus we see that except the
Lord doth “chasten his people with
many afflictions, yea, except he doth
visit them with *death and with ter-
ror, and with famine and with all
manner of pestilence, they will not

C
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. 4 O how “foolish, and how vain, )
t and how evil, and devilish, and how ¢}
{ ’quick to do iniquity, and how slow |
. to do good, are the children of men; }
¢ yvea, how quick to hearken unto the |
i words of the evil one, and to set !
' their “hearts upon the vain things of §

| the world!

t 5 Yea, how quick to be lifted up §
{ in “pride; yea, how quick to *boast, §
and do all manner of that which is |
¢ iniquity; and how slow are they to f
 remember the Lord their God, and |
i to give ear unto his counsels, yea, |
i how slow to ‘walk in wisdom’s paths! |
- 6 Behold, they do not desire that }
| the Lord their God, who hath “cre- |
{ ated them, should ?rule and reign |
t over them; notwithstanding his |
i great goodness and his mercy to- }
i wards them, they do set at “‘naught |
' his counsels, and they will not that |

- 7 O how great 1s the “nothingness of
the children of men; vea, even they
are Pless than the dust of the earth.
8 For behold, the dust of the earth
moveth hither and thither, to the
dividing asunder, at the command
of our great and everlasting God.
9 Yea, behold at his “voice do the
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hills and the mountains tremble
and *quake.

10 And by the “power of his voice
they are broken up, and become
smooth, vea, even like unto a valley.

11 Yea, by the power of his voice
doth the “whole earth shake;

12 Yea, by the power of his voice,
do the foundations rock, even to
the very center.

13 Yea, and if he say unto the
earth—Move—it is moved.

14 Yea, if he say unto the “earth—
Thou shalt ®’go back, that it ‘lengthen
out the day for many hours—it is
done;

15 And thus, according to his
word the “earth goeth back, and it
appeareth unto man that the ’sun
standeth still; vea, and behold, this
is so; for surely it is the earth that
moveth and not the sun.

16 And behold, also, if he say unto
the *waters of the great deep—?Be
thou dried up—it is done.

17 Behold, if he say unto this
mountain—Be thou raised up, and
2come over and fall upon that city,
that it be buried up—behold it is
done.

18 And behold, if a man *hideup a
treasure in the earth, and the Lord
shall say—Let it be ®*accursed, be-
cause of the iniquity of him who
hath hid it up—behold, it shall be
accursed.

19 And if the Lord shall say—Be
thou accursed, that no man shall
find thee from this time henceforth
and forever—behold, no man getteth
it henceforth and forever.
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20 And behold, if the Lord shall
say unto a man—Because of thine
iniquities, thou shalt be accursed
*forever—it shall be done.

21 And if the Lord shall say—Be-
cause of thine iniquities thou shalt
be “cut off from my presence—he
will cause that it shall be so.

22 And wo unto him to whom he
shall say this, for it shall be unto
him that will do iniquity, and he
cannot be “saved; therefore, for this
cause, that men might be saved, hath
repentance been declared.

23 Therefore, blessed are they who
will repent and hearken unto the
voice of the Lord their God; for these
are they that shall be saved.

24 And may God grant, in his great
fulness, that men might be brought
untorepentance and good works, that
they might be restored unto grace
for ?grace, according to their works.

25 And I would that all men might
be saved. But we read that in the
sgreat and last day there are some
who shall be cast out, vea, who shall
be cast off from the Ppresence of
the Lord;

26 Yea, who shall be consigned to
a state of endless misery, fulfilling
the words which say: They that have
done good shall have %everlasting
life; and they that have done evil
shall have everlasting ®*damnation.
And thus it is. Amen.

The prophecy of Samuel, the
Lamanite, to the Nephites.

Comprising chapters 13 through 15.

they repent—They and t
are cursed—T hey reject ar
prophets, are encircled al
mons, and seek for happin
iniquity. About 6 B.C.

AND now it came to p
eighty and sixth year, th.
did still remain in wicke
in great wickedness, whi
manites did observe stric
the commandments of G«
ing to the law of Moses.

2 And it came to pass t
year there was one “Sam
manite, came into the las
hemla, and began to preac
people. And it came to p
did preach, many davs, r
unto the people, and the
him out, and he was abou
to his own land.

3 But behold, the *voice
came unto him, that he
turn again, and prophes
people whatsoever thin
come into his "heart.

4 And it came to pass
would not suffer that he
ter into the city; therefo
and got upon the “wall tl
stretched forth his hand
with a loud voice, and °¢
unto the people whatsoe
the Lord put into his he

5 And he said unto thei
[, Samuel, a Lamanite, dc
words of the Lord which 1
into my heart; and beho
put it into my heart to sa
people that the 4sword

| hanocath nver thhic manmnle



“Pride Is essentially competitive in nature. We pit our will against
God’s. When we direct our pride toward God, it is in the spirit of ‘my
will and not thine be done.’ ...

“The proud cannot accept the authority of God giving direction to
their lives (see Helaman 12:6). They pit their perceptions of truth
against God’s great knowledge, their abilities versus God’s
priesthood power, their accomplishments against His mighty works.

“.. The proud wish God would agree with them. They aren’t
interested in changing their opinions to agree with God’s. ...

“Pride results in secret combinations which are built up to get
power, gain, and glory of the world (see Helaman 7:5; Ether 8:9, 16,
22-23; Moses 5:31). This fruit of the sin of pride, namely secret
combinations, brought down both the Jaredite and the Nephite
civilizations and has been and will yet be the cause of the fall of
many nations (see Ether 8:18-25)”

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 4-5; or
Ensign, May 1989, 4, 6).
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Holy One—yvea, and this because of
their ease, and their exceedingly
oreat prosperity.

3 And thus we see that except the
Lord doth “chasten his people with

many afflictions, vea, except he doth |

visit them with ®death and with ter-

ror, and with famine and with all
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‘remember him.

4 O how <foolish, and how vain, }

and how evil, and devilish, and how
bquick to do iniquity, and how slow
to do good, are the children of men;
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how slow to “‘walk in wisdom’s paths!
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over them; notwithstanding his
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his counsels, and they will not that
he should be their guide
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hills and the mountains tremble |
- and *quake. :
. 10 And by the “power of his voice !
. they are broken up, and become i
smooth, vea, even like unto a valley. §
- 11 Yea, by the power of his voice |
. doth the “whole earth shake;
12 Yea, by the power of his voice, ]
. do the foundations rock, even toj
. the very center. I
. 13 Yea, and if he say unto the|
earth—Move—it is moved. ;;
14 Yea, if he say unto the “earth— |
. Thou shalt ®go back, that it (lengthen |
. out the day for many hours—it is|
- done; !
15 And thus, according to his|
. word the “earth goeth back, and it
. appeareth unto man that the *sun{
standeth still; yea, and behold, this |
is so; for surely it is the earth that
. moveth and not the sun. i
16 And behold, also, if he say unto }
the *waters of the great deep—'Be
, thou dried up—it is done.
17 Behold, if he say unto this
" mountain—Be thou raised up, and ;
2come over and fall upon that city,
. that it be buried up—behold it is{
- done, i
18 And behold, if a man *hideupa
. treasure in the earth, and the Lord §
he should be their guide. .t shall say—Let it be *accursed, be-}
t 7 Ohow great is the “nothingness of
if hath hid it up—behold, it shall be }
i are "less than the dust of the earth. j
i 8 For behold, the dust of the earth j}
¢ moveth hither and thither, to the §
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19 And if the Lord shall say—Be }
. thou accursed, that no man shall §
{I find thee from this time henceforth |
it and forever—behold, no man getteth i
it henceforth and forever.
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20 And behold, if the Lord shall
say unto a man—Because of thine
iniquities, thou shalt be accursed
*forever—it shall be done.

21 And if the Lord shall say—Be-
cause of thine iniquities thou shalt
be “cut off from my presence—he
will cause that it shall be so.

22 And wo unto him to whom he
shall say this, for it shall be unto
him that will do iniquity, and he
cannot be “saved; therefore, for this
cause, that men might be saved, hath
repentance been declared.

23 Therefore, blessed are they who
will repent and hearken unto the
voice of the Lord their God; for these
are they that shall be saved.

24 And may God grant, in his great
fulness, that men might be brought
untorepentance and good works, that
they might be restored unto grace
for ?grace, according to their works.

25 And I would that all men might
be saved. But we read that in the
sgreat and last day there are some
who shall be cast out, vea, who shall
be cast off from the Ppresence of
the Lord;

26 Yea, who shall be consigned to
a state of endless misery, fulfilling
the words which say: They that have
done good shall have %everlasting
life; and they that have done evil
shall have everlasting ®*damnation.
And thus it is. Amen.

The prophecy of Samuel, the
Lamanite, to the Nephites.

Comprising chapters 13 through 15.

they repent—They and t
are cursed—T hey reject ar
prophets, are encircled al
mons, and seek for happin
iniquity. About 6 B.C.

AND now it came to p
eighty and sixth year, th.
did still remain in wicke
in great wickedness, whi
manites did observe stric
the commandments of G«
ing to the law of Moses.

2 And it came to pass t
year there was one “Sam
manite, came into the las
hemla, and began to preac
people. And it came to p
did preach, many davs, r
unto the people, and the
him out, and he was abou
to his own land.

3 But behold, the *voice
came unto him, that he
turn again, and prophes
people whatsoever thin
come into his "heart.

4 And it came to pass
would not suffer that he
ter into the city; therefo
and got upon the “wall tl
stretched forth his hand
with a loud voice, and °¢
unto the people whatsoe
the Lord put into his he

5 And he said unto thei
[, Samuel, a Lamanite, dc
words of the Lord which 1
into my heart; and beho
put it into my heart to sa
people that the 4sword
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“Now this prophet did not mean to say that the Lord has
greater concern for and loves the dust of the earth more
than he does his children. ... The point he is making is
that the dust of the earth is obedient. It moveth hither
and thither at the command of the Lord. All things are In
harmony with his laws. Everything in the universe obeys
the law given unto it, so far as | know, except man.
Everywhere you look you find law and order, the
elements obeying the law given to them, true to their
calling. But man rebels, and in this thing man is less
than the dust of the earth because he rejects the
counsels of the Lord”

(President Joseph Fielding Smith in Conference Report, Apr. 1929, 55).
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Holy One—yvea, and this because of
their ease, and their exceedingly
oreat prosperity.

3 And thus we see that except the
Lord doth “chasten his people with
many afflictions, yea, except he doth
visit them with *death and with ter-
ror, and with famine and with all
manner of pestilence, they will not
‘remember him.

4 O how <4foolish, and how wvain,
and how evil, and devilish, and how
bquick to do iniquity, and how slow
to do good, are the children of men;
yvea, how quick to hearken unto the
words of the evil one, and to set
their ‘hearts upon the vain things of
the world!

5 Yea, how quick to be lifted up
in “pride; vea, how quick to ’boast,
and do all manner of that which is
iniquity; and how slow are they to
remember the Lord their God, and
to give ear unto his counsels, yea,
how slow to “‘walk in wisdom’s paths!

6 Behold, they do not desire that
the Lord their God, who hath “cre-
ated them, should °rule and reign
over them; notwithstanding his
oreat goodness and his mercy to-
wards them, they do set at ‘naught
his counsels, and they will not that
he should be their guide.

7 O how great is the “nothingness of
the children of men; vea, even they
are Pless than the dust of the earth.

8 For behold, the dust of the earth
moveth hither and thither, to the
dividing asunder, at the command
of our great and everlasting God.

9 Yea, behold at his “voice do the
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hills and the mountains tremble
and *quake.

10 And by the “power of his voice
they are broken up, and become
smooth, vea, even like unto a valley.

11 Yea, by the power of his voice
doth the “whole earth shake;

12 Yea, by the power of his voice,
do the foundations rock, even to
the very center.

13 Yea, and if he say unto the
earth—Move—it is moved.

14 Yea, if he say unto the “earth—
Thou shalt ®’go back, that it ‘lengthen
out the day for many hours—it is
done;

15 And thus, according to his
word the “earth goeth back, and it
appeareth unto man that the ’sun
standeth still; vea, and behold, this
is so; for surely it is the earth that
moveth and not the sun.

16 And behold, also, if he say unto
the *waters of the great deep—?Be
thou dried up—it is done.

17 Behold, if he say unto this
mountain—Be thou raised up, and
2come over and fall upon that city,
that it be buried up—behold it is
done.

18 And behold, if a man *hideup a
treasure in the earth, and the Lord
shall say—Let it be ®*accursed, be-
cause of the iniquity of him who
hath hid it up—behold, it shall be
accursed.

19 And if the Lord shall say—Be
thou accursed, that no man shall
find thee from this time henceforth
and forever—behold, no man getteth
it henceforth and forever.
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{ 20 And behold, if the Lord shall |
- say unto a man—Because of thine |
. prophets, are encircled al
. mons, and seek for happin
- iniguity. About 6 B.C.

. AND now it came to p
| eighty and sixth year, th

iniquities, thou shalt be accursed

“forever—it shall be done.

21 And if the Lord shall say—Be-
cause of thine iniquities thou shalt
be “cut off from my presence—he
will cause that it shall be so.

22 And wo unto him to whom he

him that will do iniquity, and he |

cannot be 4saved; therefore, for this

cause, that men might be saved, hath §

repentance been declared.

23 Therefore, blessed are they who
will repent and hearken unto the
voice of the Lord their God; for these
are they that shall be saved.

24 And may God grant, in his great
fulness, that men might be brought
untorepentance and good works, that

And I would that all men t
be saved. But we read that in the
sgreat and last day there are some
who shall be cast out, vea, who shall
be cast off from the Ppresence of
the Lord;

26 Yea, who shall be consigned to
a state of endless misery, fulfilling
the words which say: They that have
done good shall have %everlasting
life; and they that have done evil
shall have everlasting ®*damnation.
And thus it is. Amen.

The prophecy of Samuel, the
Lamanite, to the Nephites.

Comprising chapters 13 through 15.
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and got upon the “wall tl
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with a loud voice, and °¢
unto the people whatsoe
the Lord put into his he

5 And he said unto thei
[, Samuel, a Lamanite, dc
words of the Lord which 1
into my heart; and beho
put it into my heart to sa
people that the 4sword
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“The grace of the Lord through the Atonement can both
cleanse us of sin and assist us in perfecting ourselves
through our trials, sicknesses, and even character
defects. ... Christ can repair our flaws and failings that

otherwise are not repairable (see Genesis 18:14; Mark
0:23-24).

“To obtain grace, one does not have to be perfect, but
he does have to be trying to keep the commandments
the best that he can. Then the Lord will allow him to
receive that power”

(Elder Gene R. Cook in Conference Report, Apr. 1993, 99-700; or
Ensign, May 1993, 80-81).
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Holy One—yvea, and this because of
their ease, and their exceedingly
oreat prosperity.

3 And thus we see that except the
Lord doth “chasten his people with
many afflictions, yea, except he doth
visit them with *death and with ter-
ror, and with famine and with all
manner of pestilence, they will not
‘remember him.

4 O how <4foolish, and how wvain,
and how evil, and devilish, and how
bquick to do iniquity, and how slow
to do good, are the children of men;
yvea, how quick to hearken unto the
words of the evil one, and to set
their ‘hearts upon the vain things of
the world!

5 Yea, how quick to be lifted up
in “pride; vea, how quick to ’boast,
and do all manner of that which is
iniquity; and how slow are they to
remember the Lord their God, and
to give ear unto his counsels, yea,
how slow to “‘walk in wisdom’s paths!

6 Behold, they do not desire that
the Lord their God, who hath “cre-
ated them, should °rule and reign
over them; notwithstanding his
oreat goodness and his mercy to-
wards them, they do set at ‘naught
his counsels, and they will not that
he should be their guide.

7 O how great is the “nothingness of
the children of men; vea, even they
are Pless than the dust of the earth.

8 For behold, the dust of the earth
moveth hither and thither, to the
dividing asunder, at the command
of our great and everlasting God.

9 Yea, behold at his “voice do the
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hills and the mountains tremble
and *quake.

10 And by the “power of his voice
they are broken up, and become
smooth, vea, even like unto a valley.

11 Yea, by the power of his voice
doth the “whole earth shake;

12 Yea, by the power of his voice,
do the foundations rock, even to
the very center.

13 Yea, and if he say unto the
earth—Move—it is moved.

14 Yea, if he say unto the “earth—
Thou shalt ®’go back, that it ‘lengthen
out the day for many hours—it is
done;

15 And thus, according to his
word the “earth goeth back, and it
appeareth unto man that the ’sun
standeth still; vea, and behold, this
is so; for surely it is the earth that
moveth and not the sun.

16 And behold, also, if he say unto
the *waters of the great deep—?Be
thou dried up—it is done.

17 Behold, if he say unto this
mountain—Be thou raised up, and
2come over and fall upon that city,
that it be buried up—behold it is
done.

18 And behold, if a man *hideup a
treasure in the earth, and the Lord
shall say—Let it be ®*accursed, be-
cause of the iniquity of him who
hath hid it up—behold, it shall be
accursed.

19 And if the Lord shall say—Be
thou accursed, that no man shall
find thee from this time henceforth
and forever—behold, no man getteth
it henceforth and forever.
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t And thus it is. Amen.

20 And behold, if the Lord shall
say unto a man—Because of thine
iniquities, thou shalt be accursed
*forever—it shall be done.

21 And if the Lord shall say—Be-
cause of thine iniquities thou shalt
be “cut off from my presence—he
will cause that it shall be so.

22 And wo unto him to whom he
shall say this, for it shall be unto
him that will do iniquity, and he
cannot be “saved; therefore, for this
cause, that men might be saved, hath
repentance been declared.

23 Therefore, blessed are they who
will repent and hearken unto the
voice of the Lord their God; for these
are they that shall be saved.

24 And may God grant, in his great
fulness, that men might be brought
untorepentance and good works, that
they might be restored unto grace

_for *grace ording to their work:

25 Iwould that all men might

the Lord;

26 Yea, who shall be consigned to |

a state of endless misery, fulfilling | ... cop o 4°¢01th his hand

the words which say: They that have
done good shall have %everlasting
life; and they that have done evil
shall have everlasting ®*damnation.

The prophecy of Samuel, the

Lamanite, to the Nephites.
Comprising chapters 13 through 15.

they repent—They and t
are cursed—T hey reject ar
prophets, are encircled al
mons, and seek for happin
iniquity. About 6 B.C.

AND now it came to p
eighty and sixth year, th.
did still remain in wicke
in great wickedness, whi
manites did observe stric
the commandments of G
ing to the law of Moses.

2 And it came to pass t
year there was one “Sam
manite, came into the las
hemla, and began to preac
people. And it came to p
did preach, many davs, r
unto the people, and the
him out, and he was abou
to his own land.

3 But behold, the *voice
came unto him, that he

be saved. But we read that in the | tUrm again, and prophes

g agreat and last day there are some
{ who shall be cast out, yea, who shall |
be cast off from the °presence of §

! people whatsoever thin
. come into his Pheart.

4 And it came to pass
would not suffer that he

ter into the city; therefo
and got upon the “wall tl

with a loud voice, and °¢

. unto the people whatsoe
| the Lord put into his he

5 And he said unto thes

[, Samuel, a Lamanite, dc

words of the Lord which 1
into my heart; and beho
put it into my heart to sa
people that the 4sword

| hanocath nver thhic manmnle



“Seek for the real things, not the artificial. Seek for
the everlasting truths, not the passing whim. Seek for
the eternal things of God, not for that which is here
today and gone tomorrow. Look to God and live”

(leachings of Gordon B. Hinckley [1997], 494).




