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who had gone forth unto the La-
manites; and they were stirred up
again to anger against the Nephites.

15 And also in this same year
they came down with a numerous
army to war against the people
of “Moronihah, or against the army of
Moronihah, in the which they were

beaten and driven back again to
their own lands, suffering great loss.

16 And thus ended the thirty and
ninth year of the reign of the judges
over the people of Nephi.

17 And thus ended the account of
“Alma, and Helaman his son, and
also Shiblon, who was his son.

2 Helamaw?

THE BOOK OF HELAMAN

An account of the Nephites. Their wars and contentions, and their dissensions.
And also the prophecies of many holy prophets, before the coming of Christ,
according to the records of Helaman, who was the son of Helaman, and also
according to the records of his sons, even down to the coming of Christ. And
also many of the Lamanites are converted. An account of their conversion.
An account of the righteousness of the Lamanites, and the wickedness
and abominations of the Nephites, according to the record of Helaman and
his sons, even down to the coming of Christ, which is called the book of

Helaman, and so forth.

CHAPTER 1

Pahoran the second becomes chief judge
and is murdered by Kishkumen—Pacu-
meni fills the judgment seat—Corian-
tumr leads the Lamanite armies, takes
Zarahemla, and slays Pacumeni—Mo-
ronihah defeats the Lamanites and re-
takes Zarahemla, and Coriantumr is
slain. About 52-50 B.C.

ND now behold, it came to pass
in the commencement of the
fortieth year of the reign of
the judges over the people of Nephi,
there began to be a serious difficulty
among the people of the Nephites.
2 For behold, “Pahoran had died,
and gonc thc way of all the carth;
therefore there began to be aserious
contention concerning who should
have the judgment-seat among the
brethren, who were the sons of
Pahoran.
3 Now these are their names who

did contend for the judgment-seat,
who did also cause the people to
contend: Pahoran, Paanchi, and
Pacumeni.

4 Now these are not all the sons
of Pahoran (for he had many), but
these are they who did contend for
the judgment-seat; therefore, they
did cause three “divisions among
the people.

5 Nevertheless, it came to pass
that Pahoran was appointed by
the “voice of the people to be chief
judge and a governor over the people
of Nephi.

6 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, when he saw that he could
not obtain the judgment-scat, he
did “unite with the voice of the
people.

7 But behold, Paanchi, and that
part of the people that were desir-
ous that he should be their governor,
was exceedingly wroth; therefore,

Pacumeni Appointed

Pahoran is Assassinated

he was about to “flatter away those
people torise up in rebellion against
their brethren.

8 And it came to pass as he was
about to do this, behold, he was
taken, and was tricd according to
the “voice of the people, and con-
demned unto death; for he had
raised up in rebellion and sought to
destroy the °liberty of the peaople.

9 Now when those people who
were desirous that he should be
their governor saw that he was
condemned unto death, therefore
they were angry, and behold, they
sent forth one Kishkumen, even to
the judgment-seat of Pahoran, and
murdered Pahoran as he sat upon
the judgment-seat.

10 And he was pursued by the
servants of Pahoran; but behold, so
speedy was the flight of Kishkumen
that no man could overtake him.

11 And he went unto those that
sent him, and they all entered into
a covenant, yea, swearing by their
everlasting Maker, that they would
tell no man that Kishkumen had
murdered Pahoran.

12 Therefore, Kishkumen was not
known among the people of Nephi,
for he was in disguise at the time
that he murdered Pahoran. And
Kishkumen and his band, who had
covenanted with him, did mingle
themselves among the people, in a
manner that they all could not be
found; but as many as were found
were condemned unto “death.

13 And now behold, Pacumeni was
appointed, according to the “voice
of the people, to be a chief judge
and a governor over the pcople, to
reign in the stead of his brother
Pahoran; and it was according to
his right. And all this was done in
the fortieth vear of the reign of the
judges; and it had an end.

14 And it came to pass in the forty

and first year of the reign of the
judges, that the Lamanites had
gathered together an innumerable
army of men, and “armed them with
swords, and with cimeters and
with bows, and with arrows, and with
head-plates, and with breastplates,
and with all manner of shields of
every kind.

15 And they came down again that
they might pitch battle against the
Nephites. And they were led by a
man whose name was *Coriantumr;
and he was a descendant of Zara-
hemla; and he was a ®dissenter from
among the Nephites; and he was a
large and a mighty man.

16 Therefore, the King of the La-
manites, whose name was Tubal-
oth, who was the son of “Ammoron,
supposing that Coriantumr, being
a mighty man, could stand against
the Nephites, with his strength and
also with his great *wisdom, inso-
much that by sending him forth
he should gain power over the
Nephites—

17 Therefore he did “stir them up
to anger, and he did gather together
his armies, and he did appoint Co-
riantumr to be their leader, and
did cause that they should march
down to the land of Zarahemla to
battle against the Nephites.

18 And it came to pass that because
of so much contention and so much
difficulty in the government, that
thev had not Kept sufficient guards
in the land of Zarahemla; for they
had supposed that the Lamanites
durst not come into the heart of
their lands to attack that great city
Zarahcmla,

19 But it came to pass that Corian-
tumr did march forth at the head
of his numerous host, and came
upon the inhabitants of the city,
and their march was with such
exceedingly great speed that there
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who had gone forth unto the La-
manites; and they were stirred up
again to anger against the Nephites.

15 And also in this same year
they came down with a numerous
army to war against the people
of “Moronihah, or against the army of
Moronihah, in the which they were

beaten and driven back again to
their own lands, suffering great loss.

16 And thus ended the thirty and
ninth year of the reign of the judges
over the people of Nephi.

17 And thus ended the account of
“Alma, and Helaman his son, and
also Shiblon, who was his son.

o Helaman?

THE BOOK OF HELAMAN

An account of the Nephites. Their wars and contentions, and their dissensions.
And also the prophecies of many holy prophets, before the coming of Christ,
according to the records of Helaman, who was the son of Helaman, and also
according to the records of his sons, even down to the coming of Christ. And

also many of the Lamanites are converted. An account of their conversion.
An account of the righteousness of the Lamanites, and the wickedness
and abominations of the Nephites, according to the record of Helaman and
his sons, even down to the coming of Christ, which is called the book of
Helaman, and so forth.

CHAPTER 1

Pahoran the second becomes chief judge
and is murdered by Kishkumen—Pacu-
meni fills the judgment seat—Corian-
tumr leads the Lamanite armies, takes
Zarahemla, and slays Pacumeni—Mo-
ronihah defeats the Lamanites and re-
takes Zarahemla, and Coriantumr is
slain. About 52-50 B.C.

ND now behold, it came to pass
in the commencement of the
fortieth year of the reign of
the judges over the people of Nephi,
there began to be a serious difficulty
among the people of the Nephites.
2 For behold, “Pahoran had died
and gonc thc way of all the carth;
therefore there began to be aserious
contention concerning who should
have the judgment-seat among the
brethren, who were the sons of
Pahoran.

3 Now these are their names who

did contend for the judgment-seat,
who did also cause the people to
contend:.Pahorar}‘ Paanchi, and
Pacumeni.
"4 Now these are not all the sons
of Pahoran (for he had many), but
these are they who did contend for
the judgment-seat; therefore, they
did cause three “divisions among
the people. -

5 Nevertheless, it came to pass
that Pahoran was appointed by
the “voice of the people to be chief
judge and a governor over the people
of Nephi.

6 And it came to pass that Pacu-

meni, when he saw that he could
not obtain thc judgment-scat, he
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he was about to “flatter away those
people torise up in rebellion against
their brethren.

8 And it came to pass as he was
about to do this, behold, he was
taken, and was tricd according to
the “voice of the people, ang
demned unto death; for

raised up in rebellion and sought to
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were desirous that he should be!
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¢ condemned unto death, therefore ;
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: murdered Pahoran as he sat upon |}

the judgment-seat o

the judgment-seat.

. 10 And he was pursued by the }
' servants of Pahoran; but behold, so |
speedy was the flight of Kishkumen !
that no man could overtake him.
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12 Therefore, Kishkumen was not |
known among the people of Nephi, |
for he was in disguise at the time §
that he murdered Pahoran. And |
Kishkumen and his band, who had |
covenanted with him, did mingle !
. themselves among the people, in a §
: manner that they all could not be §
found; but as many as were found |

were condemned unto “death.

i 13 And now behold, Pacumeni was |

appointed, according to .
:“o¥ ’%ﬁ'e’ people, to be a chief judge |
: and a governor over the pecople, to §
! reign in the stead of his brother }
Pahoran; and it was according to |
his right. And all this was done in §
the fortieth year of the reign of the |

| judges; and it had an end.

¥ And it came to pass in the forty
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and first year of the reign of the
judges, that the Lamanites had
gathered together an innumerable
army of men, and “armed them with
swords, and with cimeters and
with bows, and with arrows, and with
head-plates, and with breastplates,
and with all manner of shields of
every kind.

15 And they came down again that
they might pitch battle against the
Nephites. And they were led by a
man whose name was *Coriantumr;
and he was a descendant of Zara-
hemla; and he was a ®dissenter from
among the Nephites; and he was a
large and a mighty man.

16 Therefore, the King of the La-
manites, whose name was Tubal-
oth, who was the son of “Ammoron,
supposing that Coriantumr, being
a mighty man, could stand against
the Nephites, with his strength and
also with his great *wisdom, inso-
much that by sending him forth
he should gain power over the
Nephites—

17 Therefore he did “stir them up
to anger, and he did gather together
his armies, and he did appoint Co-
riantumr to be their leader, and
did cause that they should march
down to the land of Zarahemla to
battle against the Nephites.

18 And it came to pass that because
of so much contention and so much
difficulty in the government, that
thev had not Kept sufficient guards
in the land of Zarahemla; for they
had supposed that the Lamanites
durst not come into the heart of
their lands to attack that great city
Zarahcmla,

19 But it came to pass that Corian-
tumr did march forth at the head
of his numerous host, and came
upon the inhabitants of the city,
and their march was with such
exceedingly great speed that there
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who had gone forth unto the La-
manites; and they were stirred up
again to anger against the Nephites.

15 And also in this same year
they came down with a numerous
army to war against the people
of “Moronihah, or against the army of
Moronihah, in the which they were

beaten and driven back again to
their own lands, suffering great loss.

16 And thus ended the thirty and
ninth year of the reign of the judges
over the people of Nephi.

17 And thus ended the account of
“Alma, and Helaman his son, and
also Shiblon, who was his son.

o Helaman?

THE BOOK OF HELAMAN

An account of the Nephites. Their wars and contentions, and their dissensions.
And also the prophecies of many holy prophets, before the coming of Christ,
according to the records of Helaman, who was the son of Helaman, and also
according to the records of his sons, even down to the coming of Christ. And
also many of the Lamanites are converted. An account of their conversion.
An account of the righteousness of the Lamanites, and the wickedness
and abominations of the Nephites, according to the record of Helaman and
his sons, even down to the coming of Christ, which is called the book of

Helaman, and so forth.

CHAPTER 1

Pahoran the second becomes chief judge
and is murdered by Kishkumen—Pacu-
meni fills the judgment seat—Corian-
tumr leads the Lamanite armies, takes
Zarahemla, and slays Pacumeni—Mo-
ronihah defeats the Lamanites and re-
takes Zarahemla, and Coriantumr is
slain. About 52-50 B.C.

ND now behold, it came to pass
in the commencement of the
fortieth year of the reign of
the judges over the people of Nephi,
there began to be a serious difficulty
among the people of the Nephites.
2 For behold, “Pahoran had died,
and gonc thc way of all the carth;
therefore there began to be aserious
contention concerning who should
have the judgment-seat among the
brethren, who were the sons of
Pahoran.
3 Now these are their names who

did contend for the judgment-seat,
who did also cause the people to
contend: Pahoran, Paanchi, and
Pacumeni.

4 Now these are not all the sons
of Pahoran (for he had many), but
these are they who did contend for
the judgment-seat; therefore, they
did cause three “divisions among
the people.

5 Nevertheless, it came to pass
that Pahoran was appointed by
the “voice of the people to be chief
judge and a governor over the people
of Nephi.

6 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, when he saw that he could
not obtain thc judgment-scat, he
did “unite with the voice of the
people.

7 But behold, Paanchi, and that
part of the people that were desir-
ous that he should be their governor,
was exceedingly wroth; therefore,

Pacumeni Appointed

Pahoran is Assassinated

he was about to “flatter away those
people torise up in rebellion against
their brethren.

8 And it came to pass as he was
about to do this, behold, he was
taken, and was tricd according to
the “voice of the people, and con-
demned unto death; for he had
raised up in rebellion and sought to
destroy the °liberty of the peaople.

9 Now when those people who
were desirous that he should be
their governor saw that he was
condemned unto death, therefore
they were angry, and behold, they
sent forth one Kishkumen, even to
the judgment-seat of Pahoran, and
murdered Pahoran as he sat upon
the judgment-seat.

10 And he was pursued by the
servants of Pahoran; but behold, so
speedy was the flight of Kishkumen
that no man could overtake him.

11 And he went unto those that
sent him, and they all entered into
a covenant, yea, swearing by their
everlasting Maker, that they would

tell no man that Kishkumen had |

murdered Pahoran.

12 Therefore, Kishkumen was not
known among the people of Nephi,
for he was in disguise at the time
that he murdered Pahoran. And
Kishkumen and his band, who had

covenanted with him, did mingle [}

themselves among the people, in a
manner that they all could not be
found; but as many as were found
were condemned unto “death.

13 And now behold, Pacumeni was
appointed, according to the *voice
of the people, to be a chief judge
and a governor over the pcople, to
reign in the stead of his brother
Pahoran; and it was according to
his right. And all this was done in
the fortleth vear of the relgn of the
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| and first year of the reign of the }
t judges, that the Lamanites had |
i gathered together an innumerable }
i army of men, and “armed them with |
i swords, and with cimeters and }
' with bows, and with arrows, and with
{ head-plates, and with breastplates, }
- and with all manner of shields of }
' every kind. 1
¢ 15 And they came down again that }
¢ thev might pitch battle against the ;
: Nephites. And they were led by a
! man whose name was “Coriantumr; §
' and he was a descendant of Zara- §
{ hemla; and he was a ’dissenter from |
. among the Nephites; and he was a |
i large and a mighty man. i
: 16 Therefore, the King of the La- §
' manites, whose name was Tubal- i
¢ oth, who was the son of “Ammoron, |
¢ supposing that Coriantumr, being
. 2 mighty man, could stand against §
{ the Nephites, with his strength and
¢ also with his great bwisdom, inso-
¢ much that by sending him forth !
t he should gain power over the |
Nephites— |
. 17 Therefore he did “stir them up !
. to anger, and he did gather together }§
i his armies, and he did appoint Co- |
{ riantumr to be their leader, and i
t did cause that they should march |
down to the land of Zarahemla to §
i battle against the Nephites. f
18 And it came to pass that because |
| of so much contention and so much |

in the government that

dlfflcu tX he osovernment. |
. they had not ke t'svufflclent‘uards

| had supposed that the Lamanites }
t durst not come into the heart of §
' their lands to attack that great city j
i Zarahcmla.
19 But it came to pass that Corian- }
¢ tumr did march forth at the head j
i of his numerous host, and came }
 upon the inhabitants of the city, §
It and their march was with such |
exceedmgly great speed that there :
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! was no time for the Nephites to |
¢ gather together their armies. |
i 20 Therefore Coriantumr did cut }
i down the watch by the entrance ?
i of the city, and did march forth §
¢ with his whole army into the city, §
§ and they did slay everv one who }
; did oppose them, insomuch that }
. they did take possession of the §
i whole city. 3
t 21 And it came to pass that Pacu- §
: meni, who was the chief judge, did
i flee before Coriantumr, even to |
i the walls of the city. And it came §
i to pass that Coriantumr did smite §
! him against the wall, insomuch that §
¢ he died. And thus ended the days |
now when Coriantumr
saw that he was in possession of
the city of Zarahemla, and saw that
the Nephites had fled before them,
and were slain, and were taken, and
were cast into prison, and that he
had obtained the possession of the
strongest hold in all the land, his
heart “took courage insomuch that
he was about to go forth against all
the land.

23 And now he did not tarry in
the land of Zarahemla, but he did
march forth with a large army, even
towards the city of “Bountiful; for
it was his determination to go forth
and cut his way through with the
sword, that he might obtain the
north parts of the land.

24 And, supposing that their great-
est strength was in the center of the
land, therefore he did march forth,
giving them no time to assemhle
themselves together save it were in
small bodics; and in this manncr
they did fall upon them and cut
them down to the earth.

25 But behold, this march of Co-
riantumr through the center of the
land gave Moronihah great advan-
tage over them, notwithstanding
the greatness of the number of the
Nephites who were slain.

26 For behold, Moronihah had

supposed that the Lamanites durst

! not come into the center of the

land, but that they would attack the
cities round about in the borders
as they had hitherto done; there-
fore Moronihah had caused that
their strong armies should main-
tain those parts round about by the
borders.

27 But behold, the Lamanites were
not frightened according to his de-
sire, but they had come into the
center of the land, and had taken
the capital city which was the city
of Zarahemla, and were marching
through the most capital parts of
the land, slaying the people with a

{ grcat slaughtcr, both men, women,

and children, taking possession of
many cities and of many strongholds.

28 But when Moronihah had dis-
covered this, he immediately sent
forth Lehi with an army round about
to “head them before they should
come to the land Bountiful.

29 And thus he did; and he did
head them before they came to the
land Bountiful, and gave unto them
battle, insomuch that they began
to retreat back towards the land
of Zarahemla.

30 And it came to pass that Moroni-
hah did head them in their retreat,
and did give unto them battle, in-
somuch that it became an exceed-
ingly bloody battle; vea, many were
slain, and among the number who
were slain “Coriantumr was also
found.

31 And now, behold, the Lamanites
could not retreat either way, neither
on the north, nor on the south, nor on
thc cast, nor on thc west, for they
were surrounded on every hand by
the Nephites.

32 And thus had Coriantumr
plunged the Lamanites into the
midst of the Nephites, insomuch
that they were in the power of the
Nephites, and he himsell was slain,
and the Lamanites did “yield them-
selves into the hands of the Nephites.
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Lamanite Army is Defeated

The Origin of the Gadianton Robbers

33 And itcame to pass that Moroni-
hah took possession of the city of
Zarahemla again, and caused that
the Lamanites who had been taken
prisoners should depart out of the
land in “peace.

34 And thus cnded the forty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

CHAPTER 2

Helaman, the son of Helaman, becomes
chief judge—Gadianton leads the band
of Kishkumen—Helaman's servant
slays Kishkumen, and the Gadianton
band flees into the wilderness. About
50-49 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the forty
and second year of the reign of
the judges, after Moronihah had
established again peace between
the Nephites and the Lamanites,
behold there was no one to fill the
judgment-seat; therefore there be-
gan to be a contention again among
the people concerning who should
fill the judgment-scat.

2 And it came to pass that “Hela-
man, who was the son of Helaman,
was appointed to fill the judgment-
seat, by the "voice of the people.

3 But behold, “Kishkumen, who
had murdered Pahoran, did lay
wait to destroy Helaman also; and
he was upheld by his band, who
had entered into a covenant that no
one should know his wickedness.

4 For there was one “Gadianton,
who was exceedingly expert in many
words, and also in his craft, to carry
on the secret work of murder and
of robbery; therefore he became the
leader of the band of Kishkumen.

5 Therefore he did 4flatter them,
and also Kishkumen, that if they
would place him in the judgment-
seat he would grant unto those
who belonged to his band that they
should be placed in power and au-
thority among the people; there-

fore Kishkumen sought to destroy
Helaman.

6 And it came to pass as he went
forth towards the judgment-seat
to destroy Helaman, behold one of
the servants of Helaman, having
bcen out by night, and having ob-
tained, through disguise, a knowl-
edge of those plans which had
been laid by this band to destroy
Helaman—

7 And it came to pass that he met
Kishkumen, and he gave unto him
a sign; therefore Kishkumen made
known unto him the object of his
desire, desiring that he would con-
duct him to the judgment-seat that
he might murder Helaman.

8 And when the servant of He-
laman had known all the heart of
Kishkumen, and how that it was his
“object to murder, and also that it
was the object of all those who be-
longed to his band to murder, and
to rob, and to gain power, (and this
was their Psecret plan, and their
combination) thc scrvant of Hcla-
man said unto Kishkumen: Let us
go forth unto the judgment-seat.

9 Now this did please Kishkumen
exceedingly, for he did suppose that
he should accomplish his design;
but behold, the servant of Helaman,
as they were going forth unto the
judgment-seat, did stab Kishkumen
even to the heart, that he fell dead
without a groan. And he ran and
told Helaman all the things which
he had seen, and heard, and done.

10 And it came to pass that He-
laman did send forth to take this
band of robbers and “secret mur-
derers, that they might be executed
according to the law.

11 But behold, when Gadianton
had found that Kishkumen did not
return he feared lest that he should
be destroyed; therefore he caused
that his band should follow him.
And they took their flight out of
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was no time for the Nephites to
gather together their armies.

20 Therefore Coriantumr did cut
down the watch by the entrance
of the city, and did march forth
with his whole army into the city,
and they did slay every one who
did oppose them, insomuch that
they did take possession of the
whole city.

21 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, who was the chief judge, did
flee before Coriantumr, even to
the walls of the city. And it came
to pass that Coriantumr did smite
him against the wall, insomuch that
he died. And thus ended the days
of Pacumeni.

22 And now when Coriantumr
saw that he was in possession of

the city of Zarahemla, and saw that || Z ‘
. covered this, he immediately sent §
i forth Lehi with an army round about |
¢ to “head them before they should
- come to the land Bountiful. |

the Nephites had fled before them,
and were slain, and were taken, and
were cast into prison, and that he
had obtained the possession of the

strongest hold in all the land, his [} |
t head them before they came to the ¢
¢ land Bountiful, and gave unto them
- battle, insomuch that they began ¢§
! to retreat back towards the land }
t of Zarahemla. ’
march forth with a large army, even ,_
¢t hah did head them in their retreat, |
' and did give unto them battle, in- §
¢ somuch that it became an exceed- !
¢ ingly bloody battle; yvea, many were
: slain, and among the number who §
{ were slain “Coriantumr was also |
¢ found. i

heart “took courage insomuch that
he was about to go forth against all
the land.

23 And now he did not tarry in
the land of Zarahemla, but he did

towards the city of “Bountiful; for
it was his determination to go forth
and cut his way through with the
sword, that he might obtain the
north parts of the land.

24 And, supposing that their great-
est strength was in the center of the
land, therefore he did march forth,
giving them no time to assemhle
themselves together save it were in
small bodics; and in this manncr
they did fall upon them and cut
them down to the earth.

riantumr through the center of the
land gave Moronihah great advan-
tage over them, notwithstanding
the greatness of the number of the
Nephites who were slain.

26 For behold, Moronihah had

. could not retreat either way, neither §
¢ on the north, nor on the south, noron
i the cast, nor on the west, for they
! were surrounded on every hand by
! the Nephites.

25 But behold, this march of Co- |
' plunged the Lamanites into the |
i midst of the Nephites, insomuch §
! that they were in the power of the §
' Nephiles, and he himsell was slain, {
' and the Lamanites did “yield them- |
' selves into the hands of the Nephites. §

supposed that the Lamanites durst
not come into the center of the
land, but that they would attack the
cities round about in the borders
as they had hitherto done; there-
fore Moronihah had caused that
their strong armies should main-
tain those parts round about by the
borders.

27 But behold, the Lamanites were
not frightened according to his de-
sire, but they had come into the
center of the land, and had taken
the capital city which was the city
of Zarahemla, and were marching
through the most capital parts of
the land, slaying the people with a
grcat slaughtcr, both men, women,
and children, taking possession of
many cities many strongholds.
o But when Moronithah had dis- }

29 And thus he did; and he did

30 And it came to pass that Moroni- §

31 And now, behold, the Lamanites }

32 And thus had Coriantumr

i Lo JFVISNE o PN I ‘,Q e AT

w AN A. F1.9500 /790 2™\ I 22 ~ 1Y-1 A2

Lamanite Army is Defeated

The Origin of the Gadianton Robbers

33 And itcame to pass that Moroni-
hah took possession of the city of
Zarahemla again, and caused that
the Lamanites who had been taken
prisoners should depart out of the
land in “peace.

34 And thus cnded the forty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

CHAPTER 2

Helaman, the son of Helaman, becomes
chief judge—Gadianton leads the band
of Kishkumen—Helaman's servant
slays Kishkumen, and the Gadianton
band flees into the wilderness. About
50-49 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the forty
and second year of the reign of
the judges, after Moronihah had
established again peace between
the Nephites and the Lamanites,
behold there was no one to fill the
judgment-seat; therefore there be-
gan to be a contention again among
the people concerning who should
fill the judgment-scat.

2 And it came to pass that “Hela-
man, who was the son of Helaman,
was appointed to fill the judgment-
seat, by the "voice of the people.

3 But behold, “Kishkumen, who
had murdered Pahoran, did lay
wait to destroy Helaman also; and
he was upheld by his band, who
had entered into a covenant that no
one should know his wickedness.

4 For there was one “Gadianton,
who was exceedingly expert in many
words, and also in his craft, to carry
on the secret work of murder and
of robbery; therefore he became the
leader of the band of Kishkumen.

5 Therefore he did 4flatter them,
and also Kishkumen, that if they
would place him in the judgment-
seat he would grant unto those
who belonged to his band that they
should be placed in power and au-
thority among the people; there-

fore Kishkumen sought to destroy
Helaman.

6 And it came to pass as he went
forth towards the judgment-seat
to destroy Helaman, behold one of
the servants of Helaman, having
bcen out by night, and having ob-
tained, through disguise, a knowl-
edge of those plans which had
been laid by this band to destroy
Helaman—

7 And it came to pass that he met
Kishkumen, and he gave unto him
a sign; therefore Kishkumen made
known unto him the object of his
desire, desiring that he would con-
duct him to the judgment-seat that
he might murder Helaman.

8 And when the servant of He-
laman had known all the heart of
Kishkumen, and how that it was his
“object to murder, and also that it
was the object of all those who be-
longed to his band to murder, and
to rob, and to gain power, (and this
was their Psecret plan, and their
combination) thc scrvant of Hcla-
man said unto Kishkumen: Let us
go forth unto the judgment-seat.

9 Now this did please Kishkumen
exceedingly, for he did suppose that
he should accomplish his design;
but behold, the servant of Helaman,
as they were going forth unto the
judgment-seat, did stab Kishkumen
even to the heart, that he fell dead
without a groan. And he ran and
told Helaman all the things which
he had seen, and heard, and done.

10 And it came to pass that He-
laman did send forth to take this
band of robbers and “secret mur-
derers, that they might be executed
according to the law.

11 But behold, when Gadianton
had found that Kishkumen did not
return he feared lest that he should
be destroyed; therefore he caused
that his band should follow him.
And they took their flight out of
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was no time for the Nephites to
gather together their armies.

20 Therefore Coriantumr did cut
down the watch by the entrance
of the city, and did march forth
with his whole army into the city,
and they did slay every one who
did oppose them, insomuch that
they did take possession of the
whole city.

21 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, who was the chief judge, did
flee before Coriantumr, even to
the walls of the city. And it came
to pass that Coriantumr did smite
him against the wall, insomuch that
he died. And thus ended the days
of Pacumeni.

22 And now when Coriantumr
saw that he was in possession of

the city of Zarahemla, and saw that | 28 ‘
. covered this, he immediately sent §
i forth Lehi with an army round about |
t to “head them before they should §
- come to the land Bountiful. |

the Nephites had fled before them,
and were slain, and were taken, and
were cast into prison, and that he
had obtained the possession of the

strongest hold in all the land, his [} |
t head them before they came to the |
¢ land Bountiful, and gave unto them
- battle, insomuch that they began ¢§
! to retreat back towards the land
i of Zarahemla. *

heart “took courage insomuch that
he was about to go forth against all
the land.

23 And now he did not tarry in
the land of Zarahemla, but he did

march forth with a large army, even | ,_
t hah did head them in their retreat, |
' and did give unto them battle, in- §
¢ somuch that it became an exceed-
¢ ingly bloody battle; yvea, many were
: slain, and among the number who §
i were slain “Coriantumr was also |
¢ found. i

towards the city of “Bountiful; for
it was his determination to go forth
and cut his way through with the
sword, that he might obtain the
north parts of the land.

24 And, supposing that their great-
est strength was in the center of the
land, therefore he did march forth,
giving them no time to assemhle
themselves together save it were in
small bodics; and in this manncr
they did fall upon them and cut
them down to the earth.

riantumr through the center of the
land gave Moronihah great advan-
tage over them, notwithstanding
the greatness of the number of the
Nephites who were slain.

26 For behold, Moronihah had

. could not retreat either way, neither §
¢ on the north, nor on the south, noron
i the cast, nor on the west, for they
! were surrounded on every hand by
! the Nephites.

25 But behold, this march of Co- |
' plunged the Lamanites into the |
i midst of the Nephites, insomuch §
! that they were in the power of the §
' Nephiles, and he himsell was slain, {
' and the Lamanites did “yield them- |
' selves into the hands of the Nephites. §

supposed that the Lamanites durst
not come into the center of the
land, but that they would attack the
cities round about in the borders
as they had hitherto done; there-
fore Moronihah had caused that
their strong armies should main-
tain those parts round about by the
borders.

27 But behold, the Lamanites were
not frightened according to his de-
sire, but they had come into the
center of the land, and had taken
the capital city which was the city
of Zarahemla, and were marching
through the most capital parts of
the land, slaying the people with a
grcat slaughtcr, both men, women,
and children, taking possession of

But when Moroninah had dis- §

29 And thus he did; and he did

30 And it came to pass that Moroni- §

31 And now, behold, the Lamanites }

32 And thus had Coriantumr
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33 And itcame to pass that Moroni-

hah took possession of the city of |i

Zarahemla again, and caused that
the Lamanites who had been taken
prisoners should depart out of the
land in “peace.

34 And thus cnded the forty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

CHAPTER 2

Helaman, the son of Helaman, becomes
chief judge—Gadianton leads the band
of Kishkumen—Helaman’s servant
slays Kishkumen, and the Gadianton
band flees into the wilderness. About
50-49 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the forty
and second year of the reign of
the judges, after Moronihah had
established again peace between
the Nephites and the Lamanites,
behold there was no one to fill the
judgment-seat; therefore there be-
gan to be a contention again among
the people concerning who should
fill the judgment-scat.

2 And it came to pass that “Hela-
man, who was the son of Helaman,
wasa DP omted to flllthe | ud : ment-

forrh towarde the judgment-seat
to destroy Helaman, behold one of
the servants of Helaman, having
bcen out by night, and having ob-
tained, through disguise, a knowl-
edge of those plans which had
been laid by this band to destroy
Helaman—

7 And it came to pass that he met
Kishkumen, and he gave unto him
a sign; therefore Kishkumen made
known unto him the object of his
desire, desiring that he would con-
duct him to the judgment-seat that
he might murder Helaman.

8 And when the servant of He-
laman had Known all the heart of
Kishkumen, and how that it was his
“object to murder, and also that it
was the object of all those who be-
longed to his band to murder, and
to rob, and to gain power, (and this
was their Psecret plan, and their
combination) thc scrvant of Hcla-
man said unto Kishkumen: Let us
go forth unto the judgment-seat.

9 Now this did please Kishkumen
exceedingly, for he did suppose that

ho | he should accomplish his design;

' had murdered Pahoran, did lay §
- wait to destroy Helaman also; and £
¢ he was upheld by his band, who §{
i had entered into a covenant that no |
: one should know his wickedness.
{ 4 For there was one “Gadianton, }
. who was exceedingly expert in many }
{ words, and also in his craft, to carry

i on the secret work of murder and |
t of robbery; therefore he became the |
: leader of the band of Kishkumen. |

5 Therefore he did 4flatter them,

{ and also Kishkumen, that if they |
! would place him in the judgment- §
! seat he would grant unto those |
; who belonged to his band that they §
¢ should be placed in power and au- §
thOI‘ltY among the people there- j\g

224 Alma 44-18

but behold, the servant of Helaman,
as they were going forth unto the
judgment-seat, did stab Kishkumen
even to the heart, that he fell dead

1 without a groan. And he ran and

told Helaman all the things which
he had seen, and heard, and done.

10 And it came to pass that He-
laman did send forth to take this
band of robbers and “secret mur-
derers, that they might be executed

§ according to the law.

11 But behold, when Gadianton
had found that Kishkumen did not
return he feared lest that he should
be destroyed; therefore he caused
that his band should follow him.
And they took their flight out of
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was no time for the Nephites to
gather together their armies.

20 Therefore Coriantumr did cut
down the watch by the entrance
of the city, and did march forth
with his whole army into the city,
and they did slay every one who
did oppose them, insomuch that
they did take possession of the
whole city.

21 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, who was the chief judge, did
flee before Coriantumr, even to
the walls of the city. And it came
to pass that Coriantumr did smite
him against the wall, insomuch that
he died. And thus ended the days
of Pacumeni.

22 And now when Coriantumr
saw that he was in possession of
the city of Zarahemla, and saw that
the Nephites had fled before them,
and were slain, and were taken, and
were cast into prison, and that he
had obtained the possession of the
strongest hold in all the land, his
heart “took courage insomuch that
he was about to go forth against all
the land.

23 And now he did not tarry in
the land of Zarahemla, but he did
march forth with a large army, even
towards the city of “Bountiful; for
it was his determination to go forth
and cut his way through with the
sword, that he might obtain the
north parts of the land.

24 And, supposing that their great-
est strength was in the center of the
land, therefore he did march forth,
giving them no time to assemhle
themselves together save it were in
small bodics; and in this manncr
they did fall upon them and cut
them down to the earth.

25 But behold, this march of Co-
riantumr through the center of the
land gave Moronihah great advan-
tage over them, notwithstanding
the greatness of the number of the
Nephites who were slain.

26 For behold, Moronihah had

supposed that the Lamanites durst
not come into the center of the
land, but that they would attack the
cities round about in the borders
as they had hitherto done; there-
fore Moronihah had caused that
their strong armies should main-
tain those parts round about by the
borders.

27 But behold, the Lamanites were
not frightened according to his de-
sire, but they had come into the
center of the land, and had taken
the capital city which was the city
of Zarahemla, and were marching
through the most capital parts of
the land, slaying the people with a
grcat slaughtcr, both men, women,
and children, taking possession of
many cities and of many strongholds.

28 But when Moronihah had dis-
covered this, he immediately sent
forth Lehi with an army round about
to “head them before they should
come to the land Bountiful.

29 And thus he did; and he did
head them before they came to the
land Bountiful, and gave unto them
battle, insomuch that they began
to retreat back towards the land
of Zarahemla.

30 And it came to pass that Moroni-
hah did head them in their retreat,
and did give unto them battle, in-
somuch that it became an exceed-
ingly bloody battle; yvea, many were
slain, and among the number who
were slain “Coriantumr was also
found.

31 And now, behold, the Lamanites
could not retreat either way, neither
on the north, nor on the south, nor on
thc cast, nor on thc west, for they
were surrounded on every hand by
the Nephites.

32 And thus had Coriantumr
plunged the Lamanites into the
midst of the Nephites, insomuch
that they were in the power of the
Nephites, and he himself was slain,
and the Lamanites did “yield them-
selves into the hands of the Nephites.
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33 And itcame to pass that Moroni-
hah took possession of the city of
Zarahemla again, and caused that
the Lamanites who had been taken
prisoners should depart out of the
land in “peace.

34 And thus cnded the forty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

CHAPTER 2

Helaman, the son of Helaman, becomes
chief judge—Gadianton leads the band
of Kishkumen—Helaman’s servant
slays Kishkumen, and the Gadianton
band flees into the wilderness. About
50-49 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the forty

and second year of the reign of |f |
' laman had Known all the heart of |
t Kishkumen, and how that it was his §
i “object to murder, and also that it |
' was the object of all those who be-
i longed to his band to murder, and
‘ to rob, and to gain power, (and this }

the judges, after Moronihah had
established again peace between
the Nephites and the Lamanites,
behold there was no one to fill the
judgment-seat; therefore there be-
gan to be a contention again among
the people concerning who should
fill the judgment-scat.

2 And it came to pass that “Hela-
man, who was the son of Helaman,
was appointed to fill the judgment-
seat, by the ®voice of the people.

3 But behold, “Kishkumen, who
had murdered Pahoran, did lay
wait to destroy Helaman also; and
he was upheld by his band, who
had entered into a covenant that no
one should know his wickedness.

4 For there was one “Gadianton,
who was exceedingly expert in many
words, and also in his craft, to carry
on the secret work of murder and
of robbery; therefore he became the
leader of the band of Kishkumen.

5 Therefore he did 4flatter them,
and also Kishkumen, that if they
would place him in the judgment-
seat he would grant unto those
who belonged to his band that they
should be placed in power and au-
thority among the people; there-

fore Kishkumen sought to destroy

t forth towards the judgment-seat |
i to destroy Helaman, behold one of |
i the servants of Helaman, having
'been out by night, and having ob- |
t tained, through disguise, a knowl- |
tedge of those plans which had |
: been laid by this band to destroy ¢§
{ Helaman—

7 And it came to pass that he met |
Kishkumen, and he gave unto him |

 a sign; therefore Kishkumen made |
 known unto him the object of his }
t desire, desiring that he would con- !
‘duct him to the judgment-seat that i
{ he might murder Helaman. i

8 And when the servant of He- ,

was their bsecret plan, and their |

i combination) thc scrvant of Hcla-
i man said unto Kishkumen: Let us §
' go forth unto the judgment-seat. |

9 Now this did please Kishkumen }

| exceedingly, for he did suppose that |

he should accomplish his design; ?

t but behold, the servant of Helaman,
: as they were going forth unto the
- judgment-seat, did stab Kishkumen {
{ even to the heart, that he fell dead
s without a groan. And he ran and

told Helaman all the things which

f he had seen, and heard, and done. |

10 And it came to pass that He- §

| laman did send forth to take this |

' band of robbers and “secret mur- |

i derers, that they might be executed |
t according to the law. '

11 But behold, when Gadianton ?

' had found that Kishkumen did not |
' return he feared lest that he should
t be destroyed; therefore he caused
i that his band should follow him. |
| And they took their flight out of |

224 Alma 44-18 |
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was no time for the Nephites to
gather together their armies.

20 Therefore Coriantumr did cut
down the watch by the entrance
of the city, and did march forth
with his whole army into the city,
and they did slay every one who
did oppose them, insomuch that
they did take possession of the
whole city.

21 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, who was the chief judge, did
flee before Coriantumr, even to
the walls of the city. And it came
to pass that Coriantumr did smite
him against the wall, insomuch that
he died. And thus ended the days
of Pacumeni.

22 And now when Coriantumr
saw that he was in possession of
the city of Zarahemla, and saw that
the Nephites had fled before them,
and were slain, and were taken, and
were cast into prison, and that he
had obtained the possession of the
strongest hold in all the land, his
heart “took courage insomuch that
he was about to go forth against all
the land.

23 And now he did not tarry in
the land of Zarahemla, but he did
march forth with a large army, even
towards the city of “Bountiful; for
it was his determination to go forth
and cut his way through with the
sword, that he might obtain the
north parts of the land.

24 And, supposing that their great-
est strength was in the center of the
land, therefore he did march forth,
giving them no time to assemhle
themselves together save it were in
small bodics; and in this manncr
they did fall upon them and cut
them down to the earth.

25 But behold, this march of Co-
riantumr through the center of the
land gave Moronihah great advan-
tage over them, notwithstanding
the greatness of the number of the
Nephites who were slain.

26 For behold, Moronihah had

supposed that the Lamanites durst
not come into the center of the
land, but that they would attack the
cities round about in the borders
as they had hitherto done; there-
fore Moronihah had caused that
their strong armies should main-
tain those parts round about by the
borders.

27 But behold, the Lamanites were
not frightened according to his de-
sire, but they had come into the
center of the land, and had taken
the capital city which was the city
of Zarahemla, and were marching
through the most capital parts of
the land, slaying the people with a
grcat slaughtcr, both men, women,
and children, taking possession of
many cities and of many strongholds.

28 But when Moronihah had dis-
covered this, he immediately sent
forth Lehi with an army round about
to “head them before they should
come to the land Bountiful.

29 And thus he did; and he did
head them before they came to the
land Bountiful, and gave unto them
battle, insomuch that they began
to retreat back towards the land
of Zarahemla.

30 And it came to pass that Moroni-
hah did head them in their retreat,
and did give unto them battle, in-
somuch that it became an exceed-
ingly bloody battle; yvea, many were
slain, and among the number who
were slain “Coriantumr was also
found.

31 And now, behold, the Lamanites
could not retreat either way, neither
on the north, nor on the south, nor on
thc cast, nor on thc west, for they
were surrounded on every hand by
the Nephites.

32 And thus had Coriantumr
plunged the Lamanites into the
midst of the Nephites, insomuch
that they were in the power of the
Nephites, and he himself was slain,
and the Lamanites did “yield them-
selves into the hands of the Nephites.
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33 And itcame to pass that Moroni-
hah took possession of the city of
Zarahemla again, and caused that
the Lamanites who had been taken
prisoners should depart out of the
land in “peace.

34 And thus cnded the forty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

CHAPTER 2

Helaman, the son of Helaman, becomes
chief judge—Gadianton leads the band
of Kishkumen—Helaman’s servant
slays Kishkumen, and the Gadianton
band flees into the wilderness. About
50-49 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the forty

and second year of the reign of |f |
' laman had Known all the heart of |
t Kishkumen, and how that it was his §
i “object to murder, and also that it |
' was the object of all those who be-
i longed to his band to murder, and
‘ to rob, and to gain power, (and this }

the judges, after Moronihah had
established again peace between
the Nephites and the Lamanites,
behold there was no one to fill the
judgment-seat; therefore there be-
gan to be a contention again among
the people concerning who should
fill the judgment-scat.

2 And it came to pass that “Hela-
man, who was the son of Helaman,
was appointed to fill the judgment-
seat, by the ®voice of the people.

3 But behold, “Kishkumen, who
had murdered Pahoran, did lay
wait to destroy Helaman also; and
he was upheld by his band, who
had entered into a covenant that no
one should know his wickedness.

4 For there was one “Gadianton,
who was exceedingly expert in many
words, and also in his craft, to carry
on the secret work of murder and
of robbery; therefore he became the
leader of the band of Kishkumen.

5 Therefore he did 4flatter them,
and also Kishkumen, that if they
would place him in the judgment-
seat he would grant unto those
who belonged to his band that they
should be placed in power and au-
thority among the people; there-

fore Kishkumen sought to destroy

t forth towards the judgment-seat |
i to destroy Helaman, behold one of |
i the servants of Helaman, having
'been out by night, and having ob- |
t tained, through disguise, a knowl- |
tedge of those plans which had |
: been laid by this band to destroy ¢§
{ Helaman—

7 And it came to pass that he met |
Kishkumen, and he gave unto him |

 a sign; therefore Kishkumen made |
 known unto him the object of his }
t desire, desiring that he would con- !
‘duct him to the judgment-seat that i
{ he might murder Helaman. i

8 And when the servant of He- ,

was their bsecret plan, and their |

i combination) thc scrvant of Hcla-
i man said unto Kishkumen: Let us §
' go forth unto the judgment-seat. |

9 Now this did please Kishkumen }

| exceedingly, for he did suppose that |

he should accomplish his design; ?

t but behold, the servant of Helaman,
: as they were going forth unto the
- judgment-seat, did stab Kishkumen {
{ even to the heart, that he fell dead
s without a groan. And he ran and

told Helaman all the things which

f he had seen, and heard, and done. |

10 And it came to pass that He- §

| laman did send forth to take this |

' band of robbers and “secret mur- |

i derers, that they might be executed |
t according to the law. '

11 But behold, when Gadianton ?

' had found that Kishkumen did not |
' return he feared lest that he should
t be destroyed; therefore he caused
i that his band should follow him. |
| And they took their flight out of |
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was no time for the Nephites to
gather together their armies.

20 Therefore Coriantumr did cut
down the watch by the entrance
of the city, and did march forth
with his whole army into the city,
and they did slay every one who
did oppose them, insomuch that
they did take possession of the
whole city.

21 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, who was the chief judge, did
flee before Coriantumr, even to
the walls of the city. And it came
to pass that Coriantumr did smite
him against the wall, insomuch that
he died. And thus ended the days
of Pacumeni.

22 And now when Coriantumr
saw that he was in possession of
the city of Zarahemla, and saw that
the Nephites had fled before them,
and were slain, and were taken, and
were cast into prison, and that he
had obtained the possession of the
strongest hold in all the land, his
heart “took courage insomuch that
he was about to go forth against all
the land.

23 And now he did not tarry in
the land of Zarahemla, but he did
march forth with a large army, even
towards the city of “Bountiful; for
it was his determination to go forth
and cut his way through with the
sword, that he might obtain the
north parts of the land.

24 And, supposing that their great-
est strength was in the center of the
land, therefore he did march forth,
giving them no time to assemhle
themselves together save it were in
small bodics; and in this manncr
they did fall upon them and cut
them down to the earth.

25 But behold, this march of Co-
riantumr through the center of the
land gave Moronihah great advan-
tage over them, notwithstanding
the greatness of the number of the
Nephites who were slain.

26 For behold, Moronihah had

supposed that the Lamanites durst
not come into the center of the
land, but that they would attack the
cities round about in the borders
as they had hitherto done; there-
fore Moronihah had caused that
their strong armies should main-
tain those parts round about by the
borders.

27 But behold, the Lamanites were
not frightened according to his de-
sire, but they had come into the
center of the land, and had taken
the capital city which was the city
of Zarahemla, and were marching
through the most capital parts of
the land, slaying the people with a
grcat slaughtcr, both men, women,
and children, taking possession of
many cities and of many strongholds.

28 But when Moronihah had dis-
covered this, he immediately sent
forth Lehi with an army round about
to “head them before they should
come to the land Bountiful.

29 And thus he did; and he did
head them before they came to the
land Bountiful, and gave unto them
battle, insomuch that they began
to retreat back towards the land
of Zarahemla.

30 And it came to pass that Moroni-
hah did head them in their retreat,
and did give unto them battle, in-
somuch that it became an exceed-
ingly bloody battle; yvea, many were
slain, and among the number who
were slain “Coriantumr was also
found.

31 And now, behold, the Lamanites
could not retreat either way, neither
on the north, nor on the south, nor on
thc cast, nor on thc west, for they
were surrounded on every hand by
the Nephites.

32 And thus had Coriantumr
plunged the Lamanites into the
midst of the Nephites, insomuch
that they were in the power of the
Nephites, and he himself was slain,
and the Lamanites did “yield them-
selves into the hands of the Nephites.
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Lamanite Army is Defeated

The Origin of the Gadianton Robbers

33 And itcame to pass that Moroni-
hah took possession of the city of
Zarahemla again, and caused that
the Lamanites who had been taken
prisoners should depart out of the
land in “peace.

34 And thus cnded the forty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

CHAPTER 2

Helaman, the son of Helaman, becomes
chief judge—Gadianton leads the band
of Kishkumen—Helaman’s servant
slays Kishkumen, and the Gadianton
band flees into the wilderness. About
50-49 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the forty

and second year of the reign of |f |
' laman had Known all the heart of |
t Kishkumen, and how that it was his §
i “object to murder, and also that it |
' was the object of all those who be-
i longed to his band to murder, and
‘ to rob, and to gain power, (and this }

the judges, after Moronihah had
established again peace between
the Nephites and the Lamanites,
behold there was no one to fill the
judgment-seat; therefore there be-
gan to be a contention again among
the people concerning who should
fill the judgment-scat.

2 And it came to pass that “Hela-
man, who was the son of Helaman,
was appointed to fill the judgment-
seat, by the ®voice of the people.

3 But behold, “Kishkumen, who
had murdered Pahoran, did lay
wait to destroy Helaman also; and
he was upheld by his band, who
had entered into a covenant that no
one should know his wickedness.

4 For there was one “Gadianton,
who was exceedingly expert in many
words, and also in his craft, to carry
on the secret work of murder and
of robbery; therefore he became the
leader of the band of Kishkumen.

5 Therefore he did 4flatter them,
and also Kishkumen, that if they
would place him in the judgment-
seat he would grant unto those
who belonged to his band that they
should be placed in power and au-
thority among the people; there-

fore Kishkumen sought to destroy

t forth towards the judgment-seat |
i to destroy Helaman, behold one of |
i the servants of Helaman, having
'been out by night, and having ob- |
t tained, through disguise, a knowl- |
tedge of those plans which had |
: been laid by this band to destroy ¢§
{ Helaman—

7 And it came to pass that he met |
Kishkumen, and he gave unto him |

 a sign; therefore Kishkumen made |
 known unto him the object of his }
t desire, desiring that he would con- !
‘duct him to the judgment-seat that i
{ he might murder Helaman. i

8 And when the servant of He- ,

was their bsecret plan, and their |

i combination) thc scrvant of Hcla-
i man said unto Kishkumen: Let us §
' go forth unto the judgment-seat. |

9 Now this did please Kishkumen }

| exceedingly, for he did suppose that |

he should accomplish his design; ?

t but behold, the servant of Helaman,
: as they were going forth unto the
- judgment-seat, did stab Kishkumen {
{ even to the heart, that he fell dead
s without a groan. And he ran and

told Helaman all the things which

f he had seen, and heard, and done. |

10 And it came to pass that He- §

| laman did send forth to take this |

' band of robbers and “secret mur- |

i derers, that they might be executed |
t according to the law. '

11 But behold, when Gadianton ?

' had found that Kishkumen did not |
' return he feared lest that he should
t be destroyed; therefore he caused
i that his band should follow him. |
| And they took their flight out of |
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was no time for the Nephites to
gather together their armies.

20 Therefore Coriantumr did cut
down the watch by the entrance
of the city, and did march forth
with his whole army into the city,
and they did slay every one who
did oppose them, insomuch that
they did take possession of the
whole city.

21 And it came to pass that Pacu-
meni, who was the chief judge, did
flee before Coriantumr, even to
the walls of the city. And it came
to pass that Coriantumr did smite
him against the wall, insomuch that
he died. And thus ended the days
of Pacumeni.

22 And now when Coriantumr
saw that he was in possession of
the city of Zarahemla, and saw that
the Nephites had fled before them,
and were slain, and were taken, and
were cast into prison, and that he
had obtained the possession of the
strongest hold in all the land, his
heart “took courage insomuch that
he was about to go forth against all
the land.

23 And now he did not tarry in
the land of Zarahemla, but he did
march forth with a large army, even
towards the city of “Bountiful; for
it was his determination to go forth
and cut his way through with the
sword, that he might obtain the
north parts of the land.

24 And, supposing that their great-
est strength was in the center of the
land, therefore he did march forth,
giving them no time to assemhle
themselves together save it were in
small bodics; and in this manncr
they did fall upon them and cut
them down to the earth.

25 But behold, this march of Co-
riantumr through the center of the
land gave Moronihah great advan-
tage over them, notwithstanding
the greatness of the number of the
Nephites who were slain.

26 For behold, Moronihah had

supposed that the Lamanites durst
not come into the center of the
land, but that they would attack the
cities round about in the borders
as they had hitherto done; there-
fore Moronihah had caused that
their strong armies should main-
tain those parts round about by the
borders.

27 But behold, the Lamanites were
not frightened according to his de-
sire, but they had come into the
center of the land, and had taken
the capital city which was the city
of Zarahemla, and were marching
through the most capital parts of
the land, slaying the people with a
grcat slaughtcr, both men, women,
and children, taking possession of
many cities and of many strongholds.

28 But when Moronihah had dis-
covered this, he immediately sent
forth Lehi with an army round about
to “head them before they should
come to the land Bountiful.

29 And thus he did; and he did
head them before they came to the
land Bountiful, and gave unto them
battle, insomuch that they began
to retreat back towards the land
of Zarahemla.

30 And it came to pass that Moroni-
hah did head them in their retreat,
and did give unto them battle, in-
somuch that it became an exceed-
ingly bloody battle; yvea, many were
slain, and among the number who
were slain “Coriantumr was also
found.

31 And now, behold, the Lamanites
could not retreat either way, neither
on the north, nor on the south, nor on
thc cast, nor on thc west, for they
were surrounded on every hand by
the Nephites.

32 And thus had Coriantumr
plunged the Lamanites into the
midst of the Nephites, insomuch
that they were in the power of the
Nephites, and he himself was slain,
and the Lamanites did “yield them-
selves into the hands of the Nephites.
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33 And itcame to pass that Moroni-
hah took possession of the city of
Zarahemla again, and caused that
the Lamanites who had been taken
prisoners should depart out of the
land in “peace.

34 And thus cnded the forty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

CHAPTER 2

Helaman, the son of Helaman, becomes
chief judge—Gadianton leads the band
of Kishkumen—Helaman’s servant
slays Kishkumen, and the Gadianton
band flees into the wilderness. About
50-49 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the forty
and second year of the reign of
the judges, after Moronihah had
established again peace between
the Nephites and the Lamanites,
behold there was no one to fill the
judgment-seat; therefore there be-
gan to be a contention again among
the people concerning who should
fill the judgment-scat.

2 And it came to pass that “Hela-
man, who was the son of Helaman,
was appointed to fill the judgment-
seat, by the ®voice of the people.

3 But behold, “Kishkumen, who
had murdered Pahoran, did lay
wait to destroy Helaman also; and
he was upheld by his band, who
had entered into a covenant that no
one should know his wickedness.

4 For there was one “Gadianton,
who was exceedingly expert in many
words, and also in his craft, to carry
on the secret work of murder and
of robbery; therefore he became the
leader of the band of Kishkumen.

5 Therefore he did 4flatter them,
and also Kishkumen, that if they
would place him in the judgment-
seat he would grant unto those
who belonged to his band that they
should be placed in power and au-
thority among the people; there-

fore Kishkumen sought to destroy

5 And 1t came to pass as he went |

¢ forth towards the judgment-seat |
i to destroy Helaman, behold one of £
. the servants of Helaman, having }
i bcen out by night, and having ob- |
} tained, through disguise, a knowl- |

edge of those plans which had

: been laid by this band to destroy }
t Helaman— |

7 And it came to pass that he met |

{ Kishkumen, and he gave unto him |
t a sign; therefore Kishkumen made |

known unto him the object of his }

! desire, desiring that he would con-
t duct him to the judgment-seat that }
: he might murder Helaman.

8 And when the servant of He-

{ laman had known all the heart of
} Kishkumen, and how that it was his |
{“object to murder, and also that it 3
: was the object of all those who be-
longed to his band to murder, and §
: to rob, and to gain power, (and this §
iwas their Psecret plan, and their
 combination) thc scrvant of Hcla-

'man said unto Kishkumen: Let us |

¢ go forth unto the judgment-seat.

9 Now this did please Kishkumen |

“_ exceedingly, for he did suppose that |
t he should accomplish his design; §
t but behold, the servant of Helaman,

as they were going forth unto the |

. judgment-seat, did stab Kishkumen |
: even to the heart, that he fell dead |
i without a groan. And he ran and |
t told Helaman all the things which }
i he had seen, and heard, and done. §

U And 1t came pass that He-
laman did send forth to take this
band of robbers and “secret mur-
derers, that they might be executed
according to the law.

11 But behold, when Gadianton
had found that Kishkumen did not
return he feared lest that he should
be destroyed; therefore he caused
that his band should follow him.
And they took their flight out of
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into the
wilderness; and thus when Helaman
sent forth to take them they could
nowhere be found.

12 And more of this Gadianton
shall be spoken hereafter. And thus
ended the forty and second year
of the reign of the judges over the
cople of Nephi.

ton did prove the overthrow, yea,

people of Nephi.
14 Behold I do not mean the end

from which I have taken all the

CHAPTER 3

Many Nephites migrate to the land
northward—They build houses of ce-
ment and keep many records—Tens
of thousands are converted and bap-
tized—The word of God leads men to
salvation—Nephi the son of Helaman
fills the judgment seat. About 49-39 B.C.

AND now it came to pass in the forty
and third year of the reign of the
judges, there was no contention
among the people of Nephi save
it were a little pride which was in
the church, which did cause some
little dissensions among the people,
which affairs were settled in the
ending of the (orty and third year.

2 And there was no contention
among the people in the forty
and fourth year; neither was there
much contention in the forty and
fifth year.

3 And it came to pass in the forty
and sixth, yea, there was much con-
tention and many dissensions; in the
which there were an exceedingly
great many who departed out of
the land of Zarahemla, and went

forth unto the land “northward to
inherit the land.

4 And they did travel to an ex-
ceedingly great distance, insomuch
that they came to “large bodies of
water and many rivers.

5 Yea, and even they did spread
forth into all parts of the land,
into whatever parts it had not been
rendered desolate and without tim-

i ber, because of the many inhabi-
i tants who had before inherited the
almost the entire destruction of the |

land.
6 And now no part of the land was

i desolate, save it were for timber;
of the “book of Helaman, but I §
mean the end of the book of Nephi, ¢

but because of the greatness of the

¢destruction of the people who had
; i before inhabited the land it was
; account which I have written.

called *desolate.

7 And there being but little timber
upon the face of the land, never-
theless the people who went forth
became exceedingly “expert in the
working of cement; therefore they
did build houses of cement, in the
which they did dwell.

8 And it came to pass that they
did multiply and spread, and did
go forth from the land southward
to the land northward, and did
spread insomuch that they began
to cover the face of the whole earth,
from the sea south to the sea north,
from the “sea west to the sea east.

9 And the people who were in the
land northward did dwell in “tents,
and in houses of cement, and they
did suffer whatsoever tree should
spring up upon the face of the
land that it should grow up, that
in time they might have timber to
build their houses, yea, their cities,
and their temples, and their ’syna-
gogues, and their sanctuaries, and
all manner of their buildings.

10 And it came to pass as timber
was exceedingly scarce in the land
northward, they did send forth
much by the way of “shipping.

Mormon Comments on Nephite Records

11 And thus they did enable the
people in the land northward that
they might build many cities, both
of wood and of cement.

12 And it came to pass that there
were many of the “people of Am-
mon, who were Lamanites by birth,
did also go forth into this land.

13 And now there are many
“records kept of the proceedings of
this people, by many of this people,
which are particular and very large,
concerning them.

14 But behold, a “hundredth part
of the proceedings of this people,
yea, the account of the Laman-
ites and of the Nephites, and their
wars, and contentions, and dissen-
sions, and their preaching, and
their prophecies, and their shipping
and their building of ships, and
their building of ’temples, and of
synagogues and their ‘sanctuaries,
and their righteousness, and their
wickedness, and their murders, and
their robbings, and their plundering,
and all manner of abominations and
whoredoms, cannot be contained
in this work.

15 But behold, there are many
books and many “records of every
kind, and they have been Kkept
chiefly by the Nephites.

16 And they have been “handed
down from one generation to an-
other by the Nephites, even until
they have fallen into transgression
and have been murdered, plun-
dered, and hunted, and driven forth,
and slain, and ®scattered upon the
face of the earth, and mixed with
the Lamanites until they are no
more called the Nephites, becoming
wicked, and wild, and ferocious, yea,
even becoming Lamanites.

17 And now I return again to mine
account; therefore, what I have spo-
ken had passed after there had been

great contentions, and disturbances,
and wars, and dissensions, among
the people of Nephi.

18 The forty and sixth year of the
reign of the judges ended;

19 And it came to pass that there
was still great contention in the
land, yea, even in the forty and
seventh year, and also in the forty
and eighth year.

20 Nevertheless “Helaman did fill
the judgment-seat with justice and
equity; yea, he did observe to keep
the statutes, and the judgments,
and the commandments of God; and
he did do that which was right in
the sight of God continually; and
he did walk after the ways of his
father, insomuch that he did pros-
per in the land.

21 And it came to pass that he had
two sons. He gave unto the eldest
the name of “Nephi, and unto the
youngest, the name of Lehi. And they
began to grow up unto the Lord.

22 And it came to pass that the
wars and contentions began to
cease, in a small degree, among
the people of the Nephites, in the
latter end of the forty and eighth
year of the reign of the judges over
the people of Nephi.

23 And it came to pass in the forty
and ninth year of the reign of the
judges, there was continual peace
established in the land, all save it
were the “secret combinations which
bGadianton the robber had estab-
lished in the more settled parts of
the land, which at that time were not
known unto those who were at the
head of government; therefore they
were not destroyed out of the land.

24 And it came to pass that in this
same year there was exceedingly
great prosperity in the church, in-
somuch that there were thousands
who did ¢join themselves unto the
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“The Book of Mormon teaches that secret combinations
engaged in crime present a serious challenge, not just to
individuals and families but to entire civilizations. Among
today’s secret combinations are gangs, drug cartels, and
organized crime families. The secret combinations of our day
function much like the Gadianton robbers of the Book of
Mormon times. They have secret signs and code words. They
participate in secret rites and initiation ceremonies. Among
their purposes are to ‘murder, and plunder, and steal, and
commit whoredoms and all manner of wickedness, contrary
to the laws of their country and also the laws of their
God’ [Helaman 6:23].

“If we are not careful, today’s secret combinations can obtain
power and influence just as quickly and just as completely as
they did in Book of Mormon times. Do you remember the
pattern? The secret combinations began among the ‘more

wicked part’ of society, but eventually ‘seduced the more
nart of the riadhteoiic’ 1intil the whole cocietv wae nolhited
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W|cked part’ of society, but eventually seduced the more
part of the righteous’ until the whole society was polluted
[Helaman 6:38]. ...

“The Book of Mormon teaches that the devil is the ‘author of
all sin” and the founder of these secret combinations
[Helaman 6:30; see 2 Nephi 26:22]. He uses secret
combinations, including gangs, ‘from generation to
generation according as he can get hold upon the hearts of
the children of men’ [Helaman 6:30]. His purpose is to
destroy individuals, families, communities, and nations [see 2
Nephi 9:9]. To a degree, he was successful during Book of
Mormon times. And he is having far too much success today.
That’s why 1t is so important for us as priesthood holders to
take a firm stand for truth and right by doing what we can to
help keep our communities safe”

(Elder M. Russell Ballard in Conference Report, Oct. 1997, 51-52; or
Ensign, Nov. 1997, 38).



“When there iIs
contention, the Spirit
of the Lord will depart,
regardless of who is

at fault”

(President James E. Faust in
Conference Report, Apr. 1996,
57; or Ensign, May 1996, 41).

CHAPTER 3

Many Nephites migrate to the land
northward—They build houses of ce-
ment and keep many records—Tens
of thousands are converted and bap-
tized—The word of God leads men to
salvation—Nephi the son of Helaman
fills the judgment seat. About 49-39 B.C.

AND now it came to pass in the forty
and third year of the reign of the
judges, there was no contention
among the people of Nephi save
it were a little pride which was in
the church, which did cause some
little dissensions among the people,
which affairs were settled in the
ending of the forty and third year.

2 And there was no contention
among the people in the forty
and fourth year; neither was there
much contention in the forty and
fifth year.

3 And it came to pass in the forty
and sixth, yea, there was much con-
tention and many dissensions; in the
ich there were an exceedingly
great many who departed out of
the land of Zarahemla, and went

forth unto the land “northward to
inherit the land.” |

4 And they did travel to an ex-
ceedingly great distance, insomuch
that they came to “large bodies of
water and many rivers.

5 Yea, and even they did spread
forth into all parts of the land,
into whatever parts it had not been
rendered desolate and without tim-
ber, because of the many inhabi-
fants who had before inherited the
land.

6 And now no part of the land was
desolate, save it were for timber;
but because of the greatness fe
adestruction of the peot 10 had
efore 1nhabite e land it was
called *desolate.

7 And there being but little timber
upon the face of the land, never-
theless the people who went forth
became exceedmgly “‘expert in the

i ouses of cement, in the
Wthh they did dwell.

8 And it came to pass that they
did multiply and spread, and did
go forth from the land southward
to the land northward, and did
spread insomuch that they began
to cover the face of the whole earth,
from the sea south to the sea north,
from the “sea west to the sea east.

9 And the people who were in the
land northward did dwell in “tents,
and in houses of cement, and they
did suffer whatsoever tree should
spring up upon the face of the
land that it should grow up, that
in time they might have timber to
build their houses, yea, their cities,
and their temples, and their ’syna-
gogues, and their sanctuaries, and
all manner of their buildings.

10 And it came to pass as timber
was exceedingly scarce in the land
northward, they did send forth
much b the way of “shipping.

Mormon Comments on Nephite Records

11 And thus they did enable the
people in the land northward that
they might build many cities, both
of wood and of cement.

12 And it came to pass that there
were many of the “people of Am-

mon, who were Lamanites by birth
3 id also 0 forthmo tlS lad

this people, by many of this people,
which are particular and very large,
concerning them.

14 But behold, a “hundredth part
of the proceedings of this people,
yea, the account of the Laman-
ites and of the Nephites, and their
wars, and contentions, and dissen-
sions, and their preaching, and
their prophecies, and their shipping
and their building of ships, and
their building of *temples, and of
synagogues and their ‘sanctuaries,
and their righteousness, and their
wickedness, and their murders, and
their robbings, and their plundering,
and all manner of abominations and
whoredoms, cannot be contained
in this work.

15 But behold, there are many
books and many “records of every
kind, and they have been kept
chiefly by the Nephites.

16 And they have been “handed
down from one generation to an-
other by the Nephites, even until
they have fallen into transgression
and have been murdered, plun-
dered, and hunted, and driven forth,
and slain, and ?scattered upon the
face of the earth, and mixed with
the Lamanites until they are “no
more called the Nephites, becoming
wicked, and wild, and ferocious, yea,
even becoming Lamanites.

17 And now I return again to mine
account; therefore, what I have spo-
ken had passed after there had been

great contentions, and disturbances,
and wars, and dissensions, among
the people of Nephi.

18 The forty and sixth year of the
reign of the judges ended;

19 And it came to pass that there
was still great contention in the
land, yea, even in the forty and
seventh year, and also in the forty
and eighth year.

20 Nevertheless “Helaman did fill
the judgment-seat with justice and
equity; yea, he did observe to keep
the statutes, and the judgments,
and the commandments of God; and
he did do that which was right in
the sight of God continually; and
he did walk after the ways of his
father, insomuch that he did pros-
per in the land.

21 And it came to pass that he had
two sons. He gave unto the eldest
the name of “Nephi and unto the
youngest, the name o 1,
began to grow up unto the Lord.

22 And it came to pass that the
wars and contentions began to
cease, in a small degree, among
the people of the Nephites, in the
latter end of the forty and eighth
year of the reign of the judges over
the people of Nephi.

23 And it came to pass in the forty
and ninth year of the reign of the
judges, there was continual peace
established in the land, all save it
were the “secret combinations which
bGadianton the robber had estab-
lished in the more settled parts of
the land, which at that time were not
known unto those who were at the
head of government therefore they

And it came to pass thatm this |
lsame year there was exceedmgly g
| great prosperity in the church, in- |

f somuch that there were thousands |
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[ church and were baptized unto |
i repentance.
i 25 And so great was the prosper- |
ity of the church, and so many the .
{ blessings which were poured out §
upon the people, that even the high §
t priests and the teachers Wrethe- i
i sclves astonishe 1

And it came to pass tl

27 Thus we ma

0 And
immortal souls, at the r1ght hand
of God in the kingdom of heaven,
to sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and with Jacob, and with all
our holy fathers, to go no more out.

31 And in this year there was con-
tinual rejoicing in the land of Zara-
hemla, and in all the regions round
about, even in all the land which
was possessed by the Nephites.

32 And it came to pass that there
was peace and exceedingly great
joyv in the remainder of the forty

everlasting |

and ninth vear; vea, and also there
was continual peace and great joy
in the fiftieth year of the reign of
the judges.

33 And in the fifty and first year
of the reign of the judges there
was peace also, save it were the

i pride which began to enter into the
:‘; church—not into the church of God,
. work of the Lord did prosper unto !
i the baptizing and uniting to the }
{ church of God, many souls, yea, j
i even tens of thousands. !
| U ' see that the Lord §
¢ is merciful unto allwho will, in the
i sincerity of their hearts, call upon f§
¢ his holy name. |
{ 28 Yea, thus we see that the “gate |
i of heaven is open unto ®all, even to |
! those who will believe on the name
¢ of Jesus Christ,who is the Son of God. }
. 29 Yea, we see that whosoever |
i ‘hold upon the *word !
i of God, which is Pquick and pow- |
i erful, which shall ‘divide asunder |
i all the cunning and the snares and }
- the wiles of the devil, and lead the |
! man of Christ in a strait and “nar-
{ rOow course across that
. gulf of misery which is prepared |
i _to engulf the wicked—
and their souls, Ve’l,t eir

but into the hearts of the people
who ?professed to belong to the
church of God—

34 And they were lifted up in
apride, even to the persecution of
many of their brethren. Now this
was a great evil, which did cause

il the more humble part of the people

to suffer great persecutions, and to
wade through much affliction.

35 Nevertheless they did #fast and
bpray oft, and did wax stronger and
stronger in their “humility, and
firmer and firmer in the faith of
Christ, unto the filling their souls
with joy and consolation, yea, even
to the ‘purifying and the ®sanctifi-
cation of their hearts, which sanc-
tification cometh because of their
fyielding their hearts unto God.

36 And it came to pass that the
fifty and second year ended in peace
also, save it were the exceedingly
great pride which had gotten into
the hearts of the people; and it was
because of their exceedingly great
“riches and their prosperity in the
land; and it did grow upon them
from day to day.

37 And it came to pass in the fifty
and third vear of the reign of the
judges, “Helaman died, and his el-
dest son *Nephi began to reign in
his stead. And it came to pass that
he did fill the judgment-seat with
justice and equity; vea, he did keep

284 Tsa. 26:2. |

d 2 Ne. 9:41; 33:9. |

Purity.

Problems with Pride
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the commandments of God, and
did walk in the ways of his father.

CHAPTER 4

Nephite dissenters and the Lamanites
join forces and take the land of Zara-
hemla—The Nephites’ defeats come be-
cause of their wickedness—The Church
dwindles, and the people become weak
like the Lamanites. Ahout 38-30 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the fifty and
fourth year there were many dis-
sensions in the church, and there
was also a “contention among the
people, insomuch that there was
much bloodshed.

2 And the rebellious part were
slain and driven out of the land,
and they did go unto the king of
the Lamanites.

3 And it came to pass that they did
endeavor to stir up the Lamanites
to “war against the Nephites; but
behold, the Lamanites were *exceed-
ingly afraid, insomuch that they
would not hearken to the words of
those dissenters.

4 But it came to pass in the fifty
and sixth year of the reign of the
judges, there were “dissenters who
went up from the Nephites unto the
Lamanites; and they succeeded with
those others in ’stirring them up to
anger against the Nephites; and they
were all that year preparing for war.

5 And in the fifty and seventh
year they did come down against
the Nephites to battle, and they
did commence the work of death;
yea, insomuch that in the fifty and
eighth year of the reign of the judges
they succeeded in obtaining “pos-
session of the land of Zarahemla;
yea, and also all the lands, even unto
the land which was near the land
Bountiful.

6 And the Nephites and the armies

of Moronihah were driven even into
the land of Bountiful;

7 And there they did fortify against
the Lamanites, from the west sea,
even unto the east; it being a “day’s
journey for a Nephite, on the line
which they had fortified and sta-
tioned their armies to defend their
north country.

8 And thus those “*dissenters of
the Nephites, with the help of a
numerous army of the Lamanites,
had obtained all the possession of
the Nephites which was in the land
southward. And all this was done
in the fifty and eighth and ninth
years of the reign of the judges.

9 And it came to pass in the sixti-
eth year of the reign of the judges,
Moronihah did succeed with his
armies in obtaining many parts of
the land; yea, they regained many
cities which had fallen into the
hands of the Lamanites.

10 And it came to pass in the sixty
and first year of the reign of the
judges they succeeded in regaining
even the half of all their possessions.

11 Now this great loss of the Neph-
ites, and the great slaughter which
was among them, “would not have
happened had it not been for their
bwickedness and their abomination
which was among them; yea, and it
was among those also who professed
to belong to the church of God.

12 And it was because of the “pride
of their hearts, because of their ex-
ceeding riches, yea, it was because
of their oppression to the °poor,
withholding their food from the
hungry, withholding their clothing
from the naked, and smiting their
humble brethren upon the cheek,
making a ‘mock of that which
was sacred, denying the spirit of
prophecy and of revelation, mur-
dering, plundering, lying, stealing,
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“Success In righteousness, the power to avoid
deception and resist temptation, guidance in our daily
lives, healing of the soul—these are but a few of the
promises the Lord has given to those who will come
to His word. Does the Lord promise and not fulfill?
Surely if He tells us that these things will come to us if
we lay hold upon His word, then the blessings can be
ours. And If we do not, then the blessings may be lost.
However diligent we may be In other areas, certain
blessings are to be found only in the scriptures, only
in coming to the word of the Lord and holding fast to
it as we make our way through the mists of darkness
to the tree of life”

(President Ezra Taft Benson, “The Power of the Word,” Ensign, May
1986, 82).
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church and were baptized unto
repentance.

25 And so great was the prosper-
ity of the church, and so many the
blessings which were poured out
upon the people, that even the high
priests and the teachers were them-
selves astonished beyond measure.

26 And it came to pass that the
work of the Lord did prosper unto
the baptizing and uniting to the
church of God, many souls, vea,
even tens of thousands.

27 Thus we may see that the Lord
is merciful unto all who will, in the
sincerity of their hearts, call upon
his holy name.

28 Yea, thus we see that the “gate
of heaven is open unto ®all, even to
those who will believe on the name
of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God.

29 Yea, we see that whosoever
will may lay hold upon the *word
of God, which is Pquick and pow-
erful, which shall ‘divide asunder
all the cunning and the snares and
the wiles of the devil, and lead the
man of Christ in a strait and 4nar-
row course across that everlasting
cgulf of misery which is prepared
to engulf the wicked—

30 And land their souls, vea, their
immortal souls, at the “right hand
of God in the Kingdom of heaven,
to sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and with Jacob, and with all
our holy fathers, to go no more out.

31 And in this year there was con-
tinual rejoicing in the land of Zara-
hemla, and in all the regions round
about, even in all the land which
was possessed by the Nephites.

32 And it came to pass that there
was peace and exceedingly great
joyv in the remainder of the forty

the judg

S R R R

and ninth vear; vea, and also there
was continual peace and great joy
in the fiftieth year of the reign of
1n the f1 ty and

An

—not into the church of God,

wade through much affliction.

35 Nevertheless they did *fast and |
bpray oft, and did wax stronger and }
stronger in their ‘humility, and §
firmer and firmer in the faith of |
- Christ, unto the filling their souls |
¢ with j Joy and consolation, yea, even |}
' to the “purifying and the *sanctifi- §
' cation of their hearts, which sanc- |
tlfu,atlon cometh because of their |
 'yielding their hearts unto God. |
"It came to pass that the

AT
fifty and second year ended in peace
also, save it were the exceedingly
great pride which had gotten into
the hearts of the people; and it was
because of their exceedingly great
“riches and their prosperity in the
land; and it did grow upon them
from day to day.

37 And it came to pass in the fifty
and third vear of the reign of the
judges, “Helaman died, and his el-
dest son *Nephi began to reign in
his stead. And it came to pass that
he did fill the judgment-seat with
justice and equity; vea, he did keep

284 Tsa. 26:2. |

d 2 Ne. 9:41; 33:9. |

Purity.

first year ;
of the reign of the judges there i
was peace also, save it were the }
f gude which began to enter into the |
- churc
but into the hearts of the people

they were lifted up in |}
“pride, even to the persecution of |
many of their brethren. Now this $
was a great evil, which did cause |
the more humble part of the people |
- to suffer great persecutions, and to !

Problems with Pride
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the commandments of God, and
did walk in the ways of his father.

CHAPTER 4

Nephite dissenters and the Lamanites
join forces and take the land of Zara-
hemla—The Nephites’ defeats come be-
cause of their wickedness—The Church
dwindles, and the people become weak
like the Lamanites. Ahout 38-30 B.C.

AND it came to pass in the fifty and
fourth year there were many dis-
sensions in the church, and there
was also a “contention among the
people, insomuch that there was
much bloodshed.

2 And the rebellious part were
slain and driven out of the land,
and they did go unto the king of
the Lamanites.

3 And it came to pass that they did
endeavor to stir up the Lamanites
to “war against the Nephites; but
behold, the Lamanites were *exceed-
ingly afraid, insomuch that they
would not hearken to the words of
those dissenters.

4 But it came to pass in the fifty
and sixth year of the reign of the
judges, there were “dissenters who
went up from the Nephites unto the
Lamanites; and they succeeded with
those others in ’stirring them up to
anger against the Nephites; and they
were all that year preparing for war.

5 And in the fifty and seventh
year they did come down against
the Nephites to battle, and they
did commence the work of death;
yea, insomuch that in the fifty and
eighth year of the reign of the judges
they succeeded in obtaining “pos-
session of the land of Zarahemla;
yea, and also all the lands, even unto
the land which was near the land
Bountiful.

6 And the Nephites and the armies

of Moronihah were driven even into
the land of Bountiful;

7 And there they did fortify against
the Lamanites, from the west sea,
even unto the east; it being a “day’s
journey for a Nephite, on the line
which they had fortified and sta-
tioned their armies to defend their
north country.

8 And thus those “*dissenters of
the Nephites, with the help of a
numerous army of the Lamanites,
had obtained all the possession of
the Nephites which was in the land
southward. And all this was done
in the fifty and eighth and ninth
years of the reign of the judges.

9 And it came to pass in the sixti-
eth year of the reign of the judges,
Moronihah did succeed with his
armies in obtaining many parts of
the land; yea, they regained many
cities which had fallen into the
hands of the Lamanites.

10 And it came to pass in the sixty
and first year of the reign of the
judges they succeeded in regaining
even the half of all their possessions.

11 Now this great loss of the Neph-
ites, and the great slaughter which
was among them, “would not have
happened had it not been for their
bwickedness and their abomination
which was among them; yea, and it
was among those also who professed
to belong to the church of God.

12 And it was because of the “pride
of their hearts, because of their ex-
ceeding riches, yea, it was because
of their oppression to the °poor,
withholding their food from the
hungry, withholding their clothing
from the naked, and smiting their
humble brethren upon the cheek,
making a ‘mock of that which
was sacred, denying the spirit of
prophecy and of revelation, mur-
dering, plundering, lying, stealing,
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“How can you make the gospel of Jesus Christ not
just an Influence In your life but the controlling
influence and, indeed, the very core of what you are?

“As a first step, you must lay aside any feeling of
pride that is so common in the world today. By this |
mean the attitude that rejects the authority of God to
rule in our lives. ... You hear it expressed today In
phrases such as ‘Do your own thing’ or ‘Right and

wrong depend on what | feel is right for me.” That
attitude is a rebellion against God”

(Elder D. Todd Christofferson in Conference Report, Apr. 2004, 9; or
Ensign, May 2004, 11).




“Only as an individual can you develop a firm faith
in God and a passion for personal prayer. Only as
an individual can you keep the commandments of
God. Only as an individual can you repent. Only as
an individual can you qualify for the ordinances of
salvation and exaltation”

(Elder Russell M. Nelson in Conference Report, Oct. 2003, 47; or
Ensign, Nov. 2003, 44).
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church and were baptized unto
repentance.

25 And so great was the prosper-
ity of the church, and so many the
blessings which were poured out
upon the people, that even the high
priests and the teachers were them-
selves astonished beyond measure.

26 And it came to pass that the
work of the Lord did prosper unto
the baptizing and uniting to the
church of God, many souls, vea,
even tens of thousands.

27 Thus we may see that the Lord
is merciful unto all who will, in the
sincerity of their hearts, call upon
his holy name.

28 Yea, thus we see that the “gate
of heaven is open unto ®all, even to
those who will believe on the name
of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God.

29 Yea, we see that whosoever
will may lay hold upon the *word
of God, which is Pquick and pow-
erful, which shall ‘divide asunder
all the cunning and the snares and
the wiles of the devil, and lead the
man of Christ in a strait and 4nar-
row course across that everlasting
cgulf of misery which is prepared
to engulf the wicked—

30 And land their souls, vea, their
immortal souls, at the “right hand
of God in the Kingdom of heaven,
to sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and with Jacob, and with all
our holy fathers, to go no more out.

31 And in this year there was con-
tinual rejoicing in the land of Zara-
hemla, and in all the regions round
about, even in all the land which
was possessed by the Nephites.

32 And it came to pass that there
was peace and exceedingly great
joyv in the remainder of the forty

and ninth vear; vea, and also there
was continual peace and great joy
in the fiftieth year of the reign of
the judges.

33 And in the fifty and first year
of the reign of the judges there
was peace also, save it were the
pride which began to enter into the
church—not into the church of God,
but into the hearts of the people
who °¢professed to belong to the
church of God—

34 And they were lifted up in
apride, even to the persecution of
many of their brethren. Now this
was a great evil, which did cause
the more humble part of the people
to suffer great persecutions, and to
wade through much affliction.

35 Nevertheless they did #fast and
bpray oft, and did wax stronger and
stronger in their ‘humility, and
firmer and firmer in the faith of
Christ, unto the filling their souls
with joy and consolation, yea, even
to the Ypurifying and the *sanctifi-
cation of their hearts, which sanc-
tification cometh because of their
fyielding their hearts unto God.

36 And it came to pass that the
fifty and second year ended in peace
also, save it were the exceedingly
great pride which had gotten into
the hearts of the people; and it was
because of their exceedingly great
“riches and their prosperity in the
land; and it did grow upon them
from day to day.

37 And it came to pass in the fifty
and third vear of the reign of the
judges, “Helaman died, and his el-
dest son *Nephi began to reign in
his stead. And 1t came to pass that

A '
he did fill the judgment-seat with
justice and equity; vea, he did keep
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‘'would not hearken to the words of
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the commandments of God, and
did walk in the ways of his father.

CHAPTER 4

Book of Nephi

Son of Helaman

like the Lamanites. Ahout 38—
AND it came to pass in the fifty and
fourth year there were many dis-
sensions in the church, and there
was also a “contention among the
people, insomuch that there was
much bloodshed.

2 And the rebellious part were
slain and driven out of the land,
and they did go unto the king of
the Lamanites.

3 And it came to pass that they did
endeavor to stir up the Lamanites
to “war against the Nephites; but

30 B.C.

those dissenters.

4 But it came to pass in the fifty
and sixth year of the reign of the
judges, there were “dissenters who
went up from the Nephites unto the
Lamanites; and they succeeded with

5 And in the fifty and seventh
year they did come down against
the Nephites to battle, and they
did commence the work of death;
yea, insomuch that in the fifty and
eighth year of the reign of the judges
they succeeded in obtaining “pos-
session of the land of Zarahemla;
yea, and also all the lands, even unto
the land which was near the land
Bountiful.

6 And the Nephites and the armies

of Moronihah were driven even into
the land of Bountiful;

7 And there they did fortify against
the Lamanites, from the west sea,
even unto the east; it being a “day’s
journey for a Nephite, on the line
which they had fortified and sta-
tioned their armies to defend their
north country.

8 And thus those “*dissenters of
the Nephites, with the help of a
numerous army of the Lamanites,
had obtained all the possession of
the Nephites which was in the land
southward. And all this was done
in the fifty and eighth and ninth
years of the reign of the judges.

9 And it came to pass in the sixti-
eth year of the reign of the judges,
Moronihah did succeed with his
armies in obtaining many parts of
the land; yea, they regained many
cities which had fallen into the
hands of the Lamanites.

10 And it came to pass in the sixty
and first year of the reign of the
judges they succeeded in regaining
even the half of all their possessions.

11 Now this great loss of the Neph-
ites, and the great slaughter which
was among them, “would not have
happened had it not been for their
bwickedness and their abomination
which was among them; yea, and it
was among those also who professed
to belong to the church of God.

12 And it was because of the “pride
of their hearts, because of their ex-
ceeding riches, yea, it was because
of their oppression to the °poor,
withholding their food from the
hungry, withholding their clothing
from the naked, and smiting their
humble brethren upon the cheek,
making a ‘mock of that which
was sacred, denying the spirit of
prophecv and of revelation, mur-
dering, plundering, lying, stealing,
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church and were baptized unto
repentance.

25 And so great was the prosper-
ity of the church, and so many the
blessings which were poured out
upon the people, that even the high
priests and the teachers were them-
selves astonished beyond measure.

26 And it came to pass that the
work of the Lord did prosper unto
the baptizing and uniting to the
church of God, many souls, vea,
even tens of thousands.

27 Thus we may see that the Lord
is merciful unto all who will, in the
sincerity of their hearts, call upon
his holy name.

28 Yea, thus we see that the “gate
of heaven is open unto ®all, even to
those who will believe on the name
of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God.

29 Yea, we see that whosoever
will may lay hold upon the *word
of God, which is Pquick and pow-
erful, which shall ‘divide asunder
all the cunning and the snares and
the wiles of the devil, and lead the
man of Christ in a strait and 4nar-
row course across that everlasting
cgulf of misery which is prepared
to engulf the wicked—

30 And land their souls, vea, their
immortal souls, at the “right hand
of God in the Kingdom of heaven,
to sit down with Abraham, and
Isaac, and with Jacob, and with all
our holy fathers, to go no more out.

31 And in this year there was con-
tinual rejoicing in the land of Zara-
hemla, and in all the regions round
about, even in all the land which
was possessed by the Nephites.

32 And it came to pass that there
was peace and exceedingly great
joyv in the remainder of the forty

and ninth vear; vea, and also there
was continual peace and great joy
in the fiftieth year of the reign of
the judges.

33 And in the fifty and first year
of the reign of the judges there
was peace also, save it were the
pride which began to enter into the
church—not into the church of God,
but into the hearts of the people
who °¢professed to belong to the
church of God—

34 And they were lifted up in
apride, even to the persecution of
many of their brethren. Now this
was a great evil, which did cause
the more humble part of the people
to suffer great persecutions, and to
wade through much affliction.

35 Nevertheless they did #fast and
bpray oft, and did wax stronger and
stronger in their ‘humility, and
firmer and firmer in the faith of
Christ, unto the filling their souls
with joy and consolation, yea, even
to the Ypurifying and the *sanctifi-
cation of their hearts, which sanc-
tification cometh because of their
fyielding their hearts unto God.

36 And it came to pass that the
fifty and second year ended in peace
also, save it were the exceedingly
great pride which had gotten into
the hearts of the people; and it was
because of their exceedingly great
“riches and their prosperity in the
land; and it did grow upon them
from day to day.

37 And it came to pass in the fifty
and third vear of the reign of the
judges, “Helaman died, and his el-
dest son *Nephi began to reign in
his stead. And it came to pass that
he did fill the judgment-seat with
justice and equity; vea, he did keep

284 Tsa. 26:2. |
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Problems with Pride

Lamanites Capture the Land Southward

the commandments of God, and
did walk in the ways of his father.

CHAPTER 4

Book of Nephi

Son of Helaman

llke the Lamamtec Ahout 38 3() B.C.

AND it came to pass in the fifty and
fourth year there were many dis-
sensions in the church, and there
was also a “contention among the
people, insomuch that there was
much bloodshed.

2 And the rebellious part were
slain and driven out of the land,
and they did go unto the king of
the Lamanites.

3 And it came to pass that they did
endeavor to stir up the Lamanites
to “war against the Nephites; but
behold, the Lamanites were *exceed-
ingly afraid, insomuch that they
would not hearken to the words of
those dissenters.

4 But it came to pass in the fifty
and sixth year of the reign of the
judges, there were “dissenters who
went up from the Nephites unto the

those others in ’stirring them up to

of Moronihah were driven even into
the land of Bountiful;

7 And there they did fortify against
the Lamanites, from the west sea,
even unto the east; it being a “day’s
journey for a Nephite, on the line
which they had fortified and sta-
tioned their armies to defend their
north country.

8 And thus those “dissenters of
the Nephites, with the help of a
numerous army of the Lamanites,
had obtained all the possession of
the Nephites which was in the land
southward. And all this was done
in the fifty and eighth and ninth
years of the reign of the judges.

9 And it came to pass in the sixti-
eth year of the reign of the judges,
Moronihah did succeed with his
armies in obtaining many parts of
the land; yea, they regained many
cities which had fallen into the
hands of the Lamanites.

10 And it came to pass in the sixty
and first year of the reign of the
judges they succeeded in regainmg

_even the half of all their p Sesswns*

' ites, and the great slaughter which
- was among them, “would not have |
i happened had it nobeen for their }
Lamanites; and they succeeded with | *wick s and their abom: n
{“which was among them; yea, and it |
anger against the Nephites; and they ¢
were all that year preparing for war. }

10 those alsowho professed §

5 And in the fifty and seventh { 12 And it was because Of the

year they did come down against

did commence the work of death;
yea, insomuch that in the fifty and
eighth year of the reign of the judges
they succeeded in obtaining “pos-
session of the land of Zarahemla;

yea, and also all the lands, even unto ¢
t was sacred, denying the spirit of j
- prophecy and of revelation, mur- }
¢ dering, plundering, lying, stealing, ;

the land which was near the land
Bountiful.
6 And the Nephites and the armies

A 14 I N 11.70 | O~ Lial 1.1C

{ of their hearts, becaus
the Nephites to battle, and they §

ceeding triches, yea, it was because |

¢ of their oppression to the °poor, §
i withholding their food from the |
t hungry, withholding their clothing !
i from the naked, and smiting their
¢ humble brethren upon the cheek,

making a ‘mock of that which !




! committing adultery, rising up in }
i great contentions, and deserting |
{ away into the land of Nephi, among |
! the Lamanites— |

i wickedness, and their “boastings ¢
{ in their own strength, they
t leftin their own strength; th
| ey b

- afflicted and smitten, and driven
i before the Lamanites, until they §
{ had lost possession of almost all §
{ their lands. -

Reasons for Losses and Victories

13 And because of this their great

were |

| prosper, but were j

S U

ple because of their iniquity, and
also ?PNephi and Lehi, who were
the sons of Helaman, did preach
many things unto the people, yea,
and did prophesy many things unto
them concerning their iniquities,
and what should come unto them
if they did not repent of their sins.

15 And it came to pass that they
did repent, and inasmuch as they
did repent they did begin to prosper.

16 For when Moronihah saw that
they did repent he did venture to
4lead them forth from place to place,
and from city to city, even until
they had regained the one-half of
their property and the one-half
of all their lands.

17 And thus ended the sixty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

18 And it came to pass in the sixty
and second year of the reign of the
judges, that Moronihah could ob-
tain no more possessions over the
Lamanites.

19 Therefore they did abandon
their design to obtain the remain-
der of their lands, for so numerous
were the Lamanites that it became
impossible for the Nephites to ob-
tain more power over them; there-
fore Moronihah did employ all his

armies in maintaining those parts

il which he had taken.

20 And it came to pass, because of
the greatness of the number of the
Lamanites the Nephites were in great
fear, lest they should be overpow-
ered, and trodden down, and slain,
and destroyed.

21 Yea, they began to remember
the “prophecies of Alma, and also the
bwords of Mosiah; and they saw that
they had been a sstiffnecked people,
and that they had set at “naught the
commandments of God;

22 And that they had altered and
trampled under their feet the “laws
of Mosiah, or that which the Lord
commanded him to give unto the
people; and they saw that their laws
had become corrupted, and that
they had become a wicked people,
insomuch that they were wicked
even like unto the Lamanites.

23 And because of their iniquity
the church had begun to “dwindle;
and they began to disbelieve in the
spirit of prophecy and in the spirit
of revelation; and the judgments of
God did stare them in the face.

24 And they saw that they had be-
come “wealk, like unto their brethren,
the Lamanites, and that the Spirit of
the Lord did no more preserve them,;
vea, it had withdrawn from them
because the Spirit of the Lord doth
not ®dwell in ‘unholy temples—

25 Therefore the Lord did cease to
preserve them by his miraculous and
matchless power, for they had fallen
into a state of “unbelief and awful
wickedness; and they saw that the
Lamanites were exceedingly more
numerous than they, and except they
should bcleave unto the Lord their
God they must unavoidably perish.

26 For behold, they saw that the
strength of the Lamanites was as
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great as their strength, even man for
man. And thus had they fallen into
this great transgression; vea, thus
had they become “weak, because
of their transgression, in the space of
not many years.

CHAPTER 5

Nephi and Lehi devote themselves to
preaching—T heir names invite them to
pattern their lives after their forebears—
Christ redeems those who repent—
Nephi and Lehi make many converts
and are imprisoned, and fire encircles
them—A cloud of darkness overshad-
ows three hundred people—The earth
shakes, and a voice commands men to
repent—Nephi and Lehi converse with
angels, and the multitude is encircled
by fire. About 30 B.C.

AND it came to pass that in this same
year, behold, “Nephi Pdelivered up
the judgment-seat to a man whose
name was “Cezoram.

2 For as their laws and their gov-
ernments were established by the
“yoice of the people, and they who
bchose evil were ‘more numerous
than they who chose good, therefore
they were ‘ripening for destruction,
for the laws had become corrupted.

3 Yea, and this was not all; they
were a %stiffnecked people, inso-
much that they could not be gov-
erned by the law nor justice, save
it were to their destruction.

4 And it came to pass that Nephi
had become weary because of their
iniquity; and he vielded up the
judgment-seat, and took it upon
him to preach the word of God all
the remainder of his days, and his
brother Lehi also, all the remain-
der of his days;

5 For they remembered the words
which their “father Helaman spake
unto them. And these are the words
which he spake:

6 Behold, my sons, I desire that
ve should remember to Keep the
commandments of God; and 1
would that ye should declare unto
the people these words. Behold, 1
have given unto you the names of
our first ¢parents who came out
of the land of Jerusalem; and this
I have done that when you remem-
ber yvour names ye may remember
them; and when ve remember them
ve may remember their works; and
when yve remember their works ve
may know how that it is said, and
also written, that they were *good.

7 Therefore, my sons, I would that
ve should do that which is good,
that it may be said of vou, and also
written, even as it has been said and
written of them.

8 And now my sons, behold 1 have
somewhat more to desire of you,
which desire is, that ye may not
do these things that ve may boast,
but that ve may do these things to
lay up for yourselves a “treasure in
heaven, yea, which is eternal, and
which fadeth not away; vea, that
ve may have that °precious gift of
eternal life, which we have reason
to suppose hath been given to our
fathers.

9 O remember, remember, my sons,
the *words which king Benjamin
spake unto his people; yea, remem-
ber that there is no other way nor
means whereby man can be saved,
only through the *atoning blood
of Jesus Christ, who shall come;
vea, remember that he cometh to
‘redeem the ‘world.

164 Ezek. 19:8 (6-9). |

¢ 4 Ne. 1:40.

| TG Treasure.

Remembering the Words of Helaman



“Think of what pride has cost us in the past and what it is now costing
us in our own lives, our families, and the Church.

“Think of the repentance that could take place with lives changed,
marriages preserved, and homes strengthened, if pride did not keep us
from confessing our sins and forsaking them (see D&C 58:43).

“Think of the many who are less-active members of the Church because
they were offended and their pride will not allow them to forgive or fully
sup at the Lord’s table.

“Think of the tens of thousands of young men and couples who could be
on missions except for the pride that keeps them from yielding their
hearts unto God (see Alma 10:6; Helaman 3:34-35).

“Think how temple work would increase if the time spent in this godly
service were more important than the many prideful pursuits that

compete for our time”

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 6; or Ensign, May 1989, 6).



Reasons for Losses and Victories

committing adultery, rising up in
great contentions, and deserting
away into the land of Nephi, among
the Lamanites—

13 And because of this their great
wickedness, and their “boastings
in their own strength, they were
left in their own strength; therefore
they did not prosper, but were
afflicted and smitten, and driven
before the Lamanites, until they
had lost possession of almost all

16 For when Moronihah saw that

. they did repent he did venture to
i “lead them forth from place to place, §
¢ and from city to city, even until §
i they had regained the one-half of §
' their property and the one-half ¥
_of all their lands. |
17 And thus ended the sixty and

first year of the reign of the judges.

18 And it came to pass in the sixty
and second vear of the reign of the
judges, that Moronihah could ob-
tain no more possessions over the
Lamanites.

19 Therefore they did abandon
their design to obtain the remain-
der of their lands, for so numerous
were the Lamanites that it became
impossible for the Nephites to ob-
tain more power over them; there-
fore Moronihah did employ all his

armies in maintaining those parts
which he had taken.

20 And it came to pass, because of
the greatness of the number of the
Lamanites the Nephites were in great
fear, lest they should be overpow-
ered, and trodden down, and slain,

and destro ved. _
| 21 Yea, they began to remember |
: the “prophecies of Alma, and also the §
! bwords of Mosiah; and they saw that }
' they had been a Sstiffnecked people, ¢
LREIL LIS e msmrmmmmmmmmmmmernamned] A1 that they had set at “naught the
. 14 But behold, Moronihah did §
i “preach many things unto the peo- §
t ple because of their iniquity, and §
- also PNephi and Lehi, who were
i the sons of Helaman, did preach
! many things unto the people, vea,
t and did prophesy many things unto
. them concerning their iniquities,
{ and what should come unto them #
- 1f they did not repent of their sins.
¢ 15 And it came to pass that they §
¢ did repent, and inasmuch as they
¢t did repent they did begin to prosper.

¢ commandments of God; !
22 And that they had altered and |

trampled under their feet the “laws

i of Mosiah, or that which the Lord |
i commanded him to give unto the |
¢ people; and they saw that their laws §
# had become corrupted, and that }
#f they had become a wicked people, i
# insomuch that they were wicked |}
# even like unto the Lamanites.
: 23 And because of their iniquity |
£ the church had begun to “dwindle; §
# and they began to disbelieve in the §
§i spirit of prophecy and in the spirit }
§ of revelation; and the judgments of }
# God did stare them in the face. !
' had be- |
# come “weak, like unto their brethren,

24 And they saw that the

that the Spirit O

amanites, and

the L

¢ the Lord did no more preserve them; §
[i yea, it had withdrawn from them
¢ because the Spirit of the Lord doth §
' not *dwell'1n & v “temples |
{25 Therefore the Lord did cease to |
i preserve them by his miraculous and {
¢ matchless power, for they had fallen
' into a state of “unbelief and awful |
. wickedness; and they saw that the }§
i Lamanites were exceedingly more |
! numerous than they, and except they 1§
' should ®cleave unto the Lord their |
¢ God they must unavoidably perish. }
| 26 For behold, they saw that the }§
i strength of the Lamanites was as |
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| great as their strength, even man for |
. man. And thus had they fallen into |
i this great transglession yea thus ‘

{ had they become “weak, because i
i of their transrsswn in the space of |
‘ not many yeaus |

CHAPTER 5

Nephi and Lehi devote themselves to
preaching—T heir names invite them to
pattern their lives after their forebears—
Christ redeems those who repent—
Nephi and Lehi make many converts
and are imprisoned, and fire encircles
them—A cloud of darkness overshad-
ows three hundred people—The earth
shakes, and a voice commands men to
repent—Nephi and Lehi converse with
angels, and the multitude is encircled
by fire. About 30 B.C.

AND it came to pass that in this same
year, behold, “Nephi Pdelivered up
the judgment-seat to a man whose
name was “Cezoram.

2 For as their laws and their gov-
ernments were established by the
“yoice of the people, and they who
bchose evil were ‘more numerous
than they who chose good, therefore
they were ‘ripening for destruction,
for the laws had become corrupted.

3 Yea, and this was not all; they
were a %stiffnecked people, inso-
much that they could not be gov-
erned by the law nor justice, save
it were to their destruction.

4 And it came to pass that Nephi
had become weary because of their
iniquity; and he vielded up the
judgment-seat, and took it upon
him to preach the word of God all
the remainder of his days, and his
brother Lehi also, all the remain-
der of his days;

5 For they remembered the words
which their “father Helaman spake
unto them. And these are the words
which he spake:

6 Behold, my sons, I desire that

| ve should remember to Keep the

commandments of God; and 1
would that ye should declare unto
the people these words. Behold, 1
have given unto you the names of
our first ¢parents who came out
of the land of Jerusalem; and this
I have done that when you remem-
ber yvour names ye may remember
them; and when ve remember them
ve may remember their works; and
when yve remember their works ve
may know how that it is said, and
also written, that they were °good.

7 Therefore, my sons, I would that
ve should do that which is good,
that it may be said of vou, and also
written, even as it has been said and
written of them.

8 And now my sons, behold 1 have
somewhat more to desire of you,
which desire is, that ye may not
do these things that ve may boast,
but that ve may do these things to
lay up for yourselves a “treasure in
heaven, yea, which is eternal, and
which fadeth not away; vea, that
ve may have that °precious gift of
eternal life, which we have reason
to suppose hath been given to our
fathers.

9 O remember, remember, my sons,
the *words which king Benjamin
spake unto his people; yea, remem-
ber that there is no other way nor
means whereby man can be saved,
only through the *atoning blood
of Jesus Christ, who shall come;
vea, remember that he cometh to
‘redeem the ‘world.

164 Ezek. 19:8 (6-9). |
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“You must be honest with yourself and remain true to the
covenants you have made with God. Do not fall into the trap
of thinking you can sin a little and it will not matter.
Remember, ‘the Lord cannot look upon sin with the least
degree of allowance’ (D&C 1:31). ... Some youth foolishly
rationalize that it is ‘no big deal’ to sin now because they can
always repent later when they want to go to the temple or on
a mission. Anyone who does that is breaking promises made
to God both in the premortal life and Iin the waters of
baptism. The idea of sinning a little is self-deception. Sin is
sin! Sin weakens you spiritually, and it always places the
sinner at eternal risk. Choosing to sin, even with the intent to
repent, is simply turning away from God and violating
covenants”

(Elder M. Russell Ballard in Conference Report, Apr. 1993, 6; or Ensign,
May 1993, 7).



Reasons for Losses and Victories

committing adultery, rising up in
great contentions, and deserting
away into the land of Nephi, among
the Lamanites—

13 And because of this their great
wickedness, and their “boastings
in their own strength, they were
left in their own strength; therefore
they did not prosper, but were
afflicted and smitten, and driven
before the Lamanites, until they
had lost possession of almost all
their lands.

14 But behold, Moronihah did
“preach many things unto the peo-
ple because of their iniquity, and
also ?PNephi and Lehi, who were
the sons of Helaman, did preach
many things unto the people, yea,
and did prophesy many things unto
them concerning their iniquities,
and what should come unto them
if they did not repent of their sins.

15 And it came to pass that they
did repent, and inasmuch as they
did repent they did begin to prosper.

16 For when Moronihah saw that
they did repent he did venture to
4lead them forth from place to place,
and from city to city, even until
they had regained the one-half of
their property and the one-half
of all their lands.

17 And thus ended the sixty and
first year of the reign of the judges.

18 And it came to pass in the sixty
and second year of the reign of the
judges, that Moronihah could ob-
tain no more possessions over the
Lamanites.

19 Therefore they did abandon
their design to obtain the remain-
der of their lands, for so numerous
were the Lamanites that it became
impossible for the Nephites to ob-
tain more power over them; there-
fore Moronihah did employ all his

armies in maintaining those parts
which he had taken.

20 And it came to pass, because of
the greatness of the number of the
Lamanites the Nephites were in great
fear, lest they should be overpow-
ered, and trodden down, and slain,
and destroyed.

21 Yea, they began to remember
the “prophecies of Alma, and also the
bwords of Mosiah; and they saw that
they had been a sstiffnecked people,
and that they had set at “naught the
commandments of God;

22 And that they had altered and
trampled under their feet the “laws
of Mosiah, or that which the Lord
commanded him to give unto the
people; and they saw that their laws
had become corrupted, and that
they had become a wicked people,
insomuch that they were wicked
even like unto the Lamanites.

23 And because of their iniquity
the church had begun to “dwindle;
and they began to disbelieve in the
spirit of prophecy and in the spirit
of revelation; and the judgments of
God did stare them in the face.

24 And they saw that they had be-
come “wealk, like unto their brethren,
the Lamanites, and that the Spirit of
the Lord did no more preserve them,;
vea, it had withdrawn from them
because the Spirit of the Lord doth
not ®dwell in ‘unholy temples—

25 Therefore the Lord did cease to
preserve them by his miraculous and
matchless power, for they had fallen
into a state of “unbelief and awful
wickedness; and they saw that the
Lamanites were exceedingly more
numerous than they, and except they
should bcleave unto the Lord their
God they must unavoidably perish.

26 For behold, they saw that the
strength of the Lamanites was as
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great as their strength, even man for
man. And thus had they fallen into
this great transgression; vea, thus
had they become “weak, because
of their transgression, in the space of
not many years.

CHAPTER 5

Nephi and Lehi devote themselves to
preaching—T heir names invite them to
pattern their lives after their forebears—
Christ redeems those who repent—
Nephi and Lehi make many converts
and are imprisoned, and fire encircles
them—A cloud of darkness overshad-
ows three hundred people—The earth
shakes, and a voice commands men to
repent—Nephi and Lehi converse with
angels, and the multitude is encircled
by fire. About 30 B.C.

AND it came to pass that in this same
year, behold, “Nephi Pdelivered up
the judgment-seat to a man whose
name was “Cezoram.

2 For as their laws and their gov-
ernments were established by the
“yoice of the people, and they who
bchose evil were ‘more numerous
than they who chose good, therefore
they were ‘ripening for destruction,
for the laws had become corrupted.

3 Yea, and this was not all; they
were a %stiffnecked people, inso-
much that they could not be gov-
erned by the law nor justice, save
it were to their destruction.

4 And it came to pass that Nephi
had become weary because of their
iniquity; and he vielded up the
judgment-seat, and took it upon
him to preach the word of God all
the remainder of his days, and his
brother Lehi also, all the remain-
der of his days;

5 For they remembered the words
which their “father Helaman spake
unto them. And these are the words
which he spake:

6 Behold, my sons, I desire that
ve should remember to Keep the
commandments of God; and 1
would that ye should declare unto
the people these words. Behold, 1
have given unto you the names of
our first ¢parents who came out
of the land of Jerusalem; and this
I have done that when you remem-
ber yvour names ye may remember
them; and when ve remember them
ve may remember their works; and
when yve remember their works ve
may know how that it is said, and
also written, that they were *good.

7 Therefore, my sons, I would that
ve should do that which is good,
that it may be said of vou, and also
written, even as it has been said and
written of them.

8 And now my sons, behold 1 have
somewhat more to desire of you,
which desire is, that ye may not
do these things that ye may boast,
but that ve may do these things to
lay up for yourselves a “treasure in
heaven, yea, which is eternal, and
which fadeth not away; vea, that
ve may have that °precious gift of
eternal life, which we have reason
to suppose hath been given to our
fathers.

9 O remember, remember, my sons,
the *words which king Benjamin
spake unto his people; yea, remem-
ber that there is no other way nor
means whereby man can be saved,
only through the *atoning blood
of Jesus Christ, who shall come;
vea, remember that he cometh to
‘redeem the ‘world.

164 Ezek. 19:8 (6-9). |
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10 And remember also the words
which Amulek spake unto Zeez-
rom, %in the city of Ammonihah;
for he said unto him that the Lord
surely should come to redeem his
people, but that he should not come
to redeem them in their sins, but to
redeem them from their sins.

11 And he hath power given unto
him from the Father to redeem
them from their sins because of re-
pentance; therefore he hath “sent
his angels to declare the tidings
of the conditions of repentance,
which bringeth unto the power of
the Redeemer, unto the salvation of
eir soul

t if men build they cannot fall.

Remembering the Words of Helaman

were the words which Helaman
ataught to his sons; yvea, he did
teach them many things which are
not written, and also many things
which are written.

14 And they did remember his
words; and therefore they went
forth, keeping the commandments
of God, to teach the word of God
among all the people of Nephi, be-
ginning at the city Bountiful;

15 And from thenceforth to the

| 12 And now, my sons, remember, !
| remember that it is upon the %rock |
: of our Redeemer, who is Christ, the |
t Son of God, that ye must build your |
I !foundation; that when the devil §
t shall send forth his mighty winds, §
{ yea, his shafts in the whirlwind, yea, }
t when all his hail and his mighty |
¢ storm shall beat upon vou, it shall §
have no power over you to drag you ¢
¢ down to the gulf of misery and end- §
¢ less wo, because of the rock upon |}
. which ye are built, which is a sure |
. foundation, a foundation whereon |

city of Gid; and from the city of
Gid to the city of Mulek;

16 And even from one city to an-
other, until they had gone forth
“among all the people of Nephi
who were in the land southward;
and from thence into the land of
Zarahemla, among the Lamanites.

17 And it came to pass that they
did “preach with great *power, inso-
much that they did confound many
of those ‘dissenters who had gone
over from the Nephites, insomuch
that they came forth and did con-
fess their sins and were baptized
unto repentance, and immediately
returned to the Nephites to endeavor
to repair unto them the wrongs
which they had done.

18 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did preach unto the Laman-
ites with such great power and author-
ity, for they had power and authority
given unto them that they might
2speak, and they also had what they
should speak given unto them—

19 Therefore they did speak unto
the great astonishment of the La-
manites, to the convincing them,
insomuch that there were eight thou-
sand of the Lamanites who were in

1 D they cannot fall. | the land of Zarahemla and round
And 1t came to pass that these

about “baptized unto repentance,
and were convinced of the ®wick-
edness of the °traditions of their
fathers.

20 And i1t came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did proceed from thence
to go to the ¢land of Nephi.

21 And it came to pass that they
were taken by an army of the La-
manites and cast into *prison; vea,
even in that same prison in which
Ammon and his brethren were cast
by the servants of Limhi.

10a Alma 11:34. |

Jacob 4:16.

| ¢ Hel. 4:4 (2. 4).

Lehi and Nephi are Protected in Prison

22 And after they had been cast
into prison many days without
food, behold, they went forth into
the prison to take them that they
might slay them.

23 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi were encircled about “as
if by ®fire, even insomuch that they
durst not lay their hands upon them
for fear lest they should be burned.
Nevertheless, Nephi and Lehi were
not burned; and they were as stand-
ing in the midst of fire and were
not burned.

24 And when they saw that they
were encircled about with a *pillar
of fire, and that it burned them not,
their hearts did take courage.

25 For they saw that the Laman-
ites durst not lay their hands upon
them; neither durst they come near
unto them, but stood as if they were
struck dumb with amazement.

26 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did stand forth and began
to speak unto them, saying: “Fear
not, for behold, it is God that has
shown unto you this marvelous
thing, in the which is shown unto
you that ye cannot lay your hands
on us to slay us.

27 And behold, when they had
said these words, the earth shook
exceedingly, and the walls of the
prison did shake as if they were
about to tumble to the earth; but
behold, they did not fall. And be-
hold, they that were in the prison
were Lamanites and Nephites who
were dissenters.

28 And it came to pass that they
were overshadowed with a cloud
of “darkness, and an awful solemn
fear came upon them.,

29 And it came to pass that there
came a “voice as if it were above the
cloud of darkness, saying: Repent ye,

repent ye, and seek no more to de-
stroy my servants whom I have sent
unto you to declare good tidings.

30 And it came to pass when they
heard this “voice, and beheld that
it was not a voice of thunder, nei-
ther was it a voice of a great tu-
multuous noise, but behold, it was
a bstill voice of perfect mildness,
as if it had been a whisper, and it
did pierce even to the very soul—

31 And notwithstanding the mild-
ness of the voice, behold the earth
shook exceedingly, and the walls of
the prison trembled again, as if it
were about to tumble to the earth;
and behold the cloud of darkness,
which had overshadowed them, did
not disperse—

32 And behold the voice came
again, saying: “Repent ve, repent
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand; and seek no more to destroy
my servants. And it came to pass
that the earth shook again, and the
walls trembled.

33 And also again the third time the
voice came, and did speak unto them
marvelous words which 2cannot be
uttered by man; and the walls did
tremble again, and the earth shook
as if it were about to divide asunder.

34 And it came to pass that the
Lamanites could not flee because
of the cloud of darkness which did
overshadow them; vea, and also they
were immovable because of the fear
which did come upon them.

35 Now there was one among them
who was a Nephite by birth, who
had once belonged to the church of
God but had dissented from them.

36 And it came to pass that he
turned him about, and behold, he
saw through the cloud of darkness
the faces of Nephi and Lehi; and be-
hold, they did “shine exceedingly,

23a Ex. 24:17;
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5 For they remembered the words
which their “father Helaman spake
unto them. And these are the words
which he spake:

6 Behold, my sons, I desire that
ve should remember to Keep the
commandments of God; and 1
would that ye should declare unto
the people these words. Behold, 1
have given unto you the names of
our first ?parents who came out
of the land of Jerusalem; and this
I have done that when you remem-
ber your names ye may remember

them; and when ve remember them

yve may remember their works; and
when ye remember their works ve
may know how that it is said, and
also written, that they were *good.

7 Therefore, my sons, I would that
ve should do that which is good,
that it may be said of vou, and also
written, even as it has been said and
written of them.

8 And now my sons, behold 1 have
somewhat more to desire of you,
which desire is, that ye may not
do these things that ye may boast,
but that ve may do these things to
lay up for yourselves a “treasure in
heaven, vea, which is eternal, and
which fadeth not away; vea, that
yve may have that ’precious gift of
eternal life, which we have reason
to suppose hath been given to our
fathers.

9 O remember, remember, my sons,
the %words which King ii"enjamin
spake unto his people; yvea, remem-
ber that there is no other way nor
means whereby man can be saved,
only through the *atoning blood
of Jesus Christ, who shall come;
vea, remember that he cometh to
‘redeem the ‘world.

TG Treasure.

Nephi and Lehi Remember the Words of Helaman
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10 And remember also the words
which Amulek spake unto Zeez-
rom, “in the city of Ammonihah;
for he said unto him that the Lord
surely should come to redeem his
people, but that he should not come
to redeem them in their sins, but to
redeem them from their sins.

11 And he hath power given unto
him from the Father to redeem
them from their sins because of re-
pentance; therefore he hath “sent
his angels to declare the tidings
of the conditions of repentance,
which bringeth unto the power of

the .Redeemer, unto the salvation of
i =T

| 12 And now, my sons, remember, !
i remember that it is upon the %rock |
! of our Redeemer, who is Christ, the |
- Son of God, that ye must build your |
I *foundation; that when the devil §
t shall send forth his mighty winds, §
{ yea, his shafts in the whirlwind, yea, }
! when all his hail and his mighty §
t °storm shall beat upon you, it shall |
have no power over you to drag you |
¢ down to the gulf of misery and end- §
. less wo, because of the rock upon
., which ye are built, which is a sure |
i foundation, a foundation whereon |
- 13 And it came to pass that these

were the words which Helaman
ataught to his sons; vea, he did
teach them many things which are
not written, and also many things
which are written.

14 And they did remember his
words; and therefore they went
forth, keeping the commandments
of God, to teach the word of God
among all the people of Nephi, be-
ginning at the city Bountiful;

15 And from thenceforth to the

SO

city of Gid; and from the city of
(Gid to the city of Mulek;

16 And even from one city to an-
other, until they had gone forth
“among all the people of Nephi
who were in the land southward;
and from thence into the land of
Zarahemla, among the Lamanites.

17 And it came to pass that they
did “preach with great *power, inso-
much that they did confound many
of those ‘dissenters who had gone
over from the Nephites, insomuch
that they came forth and did con-
fess their sins and were baptized
unto repentance, and immediately
returned to the Nephites to endeavor
to repair unto them the wrongs
which they had done.

18 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did preach unto the Laman-
ites with such great power and author-
ity, for they had power and authority
given unto them that they might
*speak, and they also had what they
should speak given unto them—

19 Therefore they did speak unto
the great astonishment of the La-
manites, to the convincing them,
insomuch that there were eight thou-
sand of the Lamanites who were in

| the land of Zarahemla and round

about “baptized unto repentance,
and were convinced of the *wick-
edness of the ctraditions of their
fathers.

20 And 1t came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did proceed from thence
to go to the ¢land of Nephi.

21 And it came to pass that they
were taken by an army of the La-
manites and cast into *prison; vea,
even in that same prison in which
Ammon and his brethren were cast
by the servants of Limhi.

Lehi and Nephi are Protected in Prison

~

22 And after they had been cast
into prison many days without
food, behold, they went forth into
the prison to take them that they
might slay them.

23 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi were encircled about “as
if by ®fire, even insomuch that they
durst not lay their hands upon them
for fear lest they should be burned.
Nevertheless, Nephi and Lehi were
not burned; and they were as stand-
ing in the midst of fire and were
not burned.

24 And when they saw that they
were encircled about with a *pillar
of fire, and that it burned them not,
their hearts did take courage.

25 For they saw that the Laman-
ites durst not lay their hands upon
them; neither durst they come near
unto them, but stood as if they were
struck dumb with amazement.

26 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did stand forth and began
to speak unto them, saying: “Fear
not, for behold, it is God that has
shown unto you this marvelous
thing, in the which is shown unto
you that ye cannot lay your hands
on us to slay us.

27 And behold, when they had
said these words, the earth shook
exceedingly, and the walls of the
prison did shake as if they were
about to tumble to the earth; but
behold, they did not fall. And be-
hold, they that were in the prison
were Lamanites and Nephites who
were dissenters.

28 And it came to pass that they
were overshadowed with a cloud
of “darkness, and an awful solemn
fear came upon them.,

29 And it came to pass that there
came a *voice as if it were above the
cloud of darkness, saying: Repent ye,

— wn

O, D) D) e e ke

!t e A A o o T I o B o VPR

o) =t ¢~ ™~ -

te ool u

o p—

| ™t N

312 o T DYA.1™. |

tevrs Tasm o v+ 8 e



“When you look In the dictionary for the most
important word, do you know what it is? It could be
‘remember.’ Because all of J[us] have made covenants
. our greatest need is to remember. That Is why
everyone goes to sacrament meeting every Sabbath
day—to take the sacrament and listen to the priests
pray that [we] ‘... may always remember him and
keep his commandments which he has given [us].’ ...
‘Remember’ is the word. Remember is the program”

(Elder Spencer W. Kimball, “Circles of Exaltation” [address to religious
educators, Brigham Young University, 28 June 1968], 8).



“Someone once said you can’t visually tell the difference between
a strand of cobweb and a strand of powerful cable—until stress is
put on the strand. Our testimonies are that way, and for most of
us, the days of stress for our testimonies have already begun. It
may not be the death of a loved one. We might not yet have been
asked to give up something that is really precious to us, though
the time for such a test may well come to us by and by. Our
current stress is more likely to come in the form of overpowering
temptations, which show us that a shallow acceptance of the
gospel does not have the power to cope with the full fury of the
powers of darkness. Perhaps there is a mission call to a place of
illness and disappointment, when we had planned on a mission to
a place of unbounded opportunity. Or perhaps there are too many
questions to which our limited knowledge simply has no answer,
and those who claim to know more than we do taunt us with what
appears to be a persuasive certainty.



Illness and disappointment, when we had planned on a mission to
a place of unbounded opportunity. Or perhaps there are too many
questions to which our limited knowledge simply has no answer,
and those who claim to know more than we do taunt us with what
appears to be a persuasive certainty.

“When those times come, our testimonies must be more than the
cobweb strands of a fair-weather faith. They need to be like
strands of cable, powerful enough to resist the shafts of him who
would destroy us. In our days of stress and trouble, we must be
built ‘upon the rock of our Redeemer, who is Christ, the Son of
God, ... that when the devil shall send forth his mighty winds, yea,
his shafts in the whirlwind, ... and his mighty storm shall beat
upon you, it shall have no power over you, ... because of the rock
upon which ye are built.’ (Helaman 5:12.)”

(Elder Bruce C. Hafen, “The Believing Heart”, 2nd ed. [1990], 21-22).



Lif men they cannot fall.

Remembering the Words of Helaman

10 And remember also the words
which Amulek spake unto Zeez-
rom, %in the city of Ammonihah;
for he said unto him that the Lord
surely should come to redeem his
people, but that he should not come
to redeem them in their sins, but to
redeem them from their sins.

11 And he hath power given unto
him from the Father to redeem
them from their sins because of re-
pentance; therefore he hath “sent
his angels to declare the tidings
of the conditions of repentance,
which bringeth unto the power of
the Redeemer, unto the salvation of
their souls.

12 And now, my sons, remember,
remember that it is upon the ?rock
of our Redeemer, who is Christ, the
Son of God, that ye must build your
*foundation; that when the devil
shall send forth his mighty winds,
yea, his shafts in the whirlwind, yea,
when all his hail and his mighty
‘storm shall beat upon vou, it shall
have no power over you to drag you
down to the gulf of misery and end-
less wo, because of the rock upon
which ve are built, which is a sure
foundation, a foundation whereon

n.
And they did remember |
words; and therefore they went
forth, keeping the commandments
of God, to teach the word of God
among all the people of Nephi, be-
ginning at the city Bountiful;

15 And from thenceforth to the

I 13 And it came to pass that these |
! were the words which Helaman §
{ “taught to his sons; yea, he did |
i teach them many things which are §
{ not written, and also many things
i which are writte

city of Gid; and from the city of
Gid to the city of Mulek;

16 And even from one city to an-
other, until they had gone forth
“among all the people of Nephi
who were in the land southward;
and from thence into the land of
Zarahemla, among the Lamanites.

17 And it came to pass that they
did “preach with great *power, inso-
much that they did confound many
of those ‘dissenters who had gone
over from the Nephites, insomuch
that they came forth and did con-
fess their sins and were baptized
unto repentance, and immediately
returned to the Nephites to endeavor
to repair unto them the wrongs
which they had done.

18 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did preach unto the Laman-
ites with such great power and author-
ity, for they had power and authority
given unto them that they might
2speak, and they also had what they
should speak given unto them—

19 Therefore they did speak unto
the great astonishment of the La-
manites, to the convincing them,
insomuch that there were eight thou-
sand of the Lamanites who were in
the land of Zarahemla and round
about “baptized unto repentance,
and were convinced of the ®wick-
edness of the °traditions of their
fathers.

20 And i1t came to pass that Nephi

__{l and Lehi did proceed from thence
1S

to go to the ¢land of Nephi.

21 And it came to pass that they
were taken by an army of the La-
manites and cast into *prison; vea,
even in that same prison in which
Ammon and his brethren were cast
by the servants of Limhi.

10a Alma 11:34. |

Jacob 4:16.

| ¢ Hel. 4:4 (2. 4).

Lehi and Nephi are Protected in Prison

22 And after they had been cast
into prison many days without
food, behold, they went forth into
the prison to take them that they
might slay them.

23 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi were encircled about “as
if by ®fire, even insomuch that they
durst not lay their hands upon them
for fear lest they should be burned.
Nevertheless, Nephi and Lehi were
not burned; and they were as stand-
ing in the midst of fire and were
not burned.

24 And when they saw that they
were encircled about with a *pillar
of fire, and that it burned them not,
their hearts did take courage.

25 For they saw that the Laman-
ites durst not lay their hands upon
them; neither durst they come near
unto them, but stood as if they were
struck dumb with amazement.

26 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did stand forth and began
to speak unto them, saying: “Fear
not, for behold, it is God that has
shown unto you this marvelous
thing, in the which is shown unto
you that ye cannot lay your hands
on us to slay us.

27 And behold, when they had
said these words, the earth shook
exceedingly, and the walls of the
prison did shake as if they were
about to tumble to the earth; but
behold, they did not fall. And be-
hold, they that were in the prison
were Lamanites and Nephites who
were dissenters.

28 And it came to pass that they
were overshadowed with a cloud
of “darkness, and an awful solemn
fear came upon them.,

29 And it came to pass that there
came a “voice as if it were above the
cloud of darkness, saying: Repent ye,

repent ye, and seek no more to de-
stroy my servants whom I have sent
unto you to declare good tidings.

30 And it came to pass when they
heard this “voice, and beheld that
it was not a voice of thunder, nei-
ther was it a voice of a great tu-
multuous noise, but behold, it was
a bstill voice of perfect mildness,
as if it had been a whisper, and it
did pierce even to the very soul—

31 And notwithstanding the mild-
ness of the voice, behold the earth
shook exceedingly, and the walls of
the prison trembled again, as if it
were about to tumble to the earth;
and behold the cloud of darkness,
which had overshadowed them, did
not disperse—

32 And behold the voice came
again, saying: “Repent ve, repent
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand; and seek no more to destroy
my servants. And it came to pass
that the earth shook again, and the
walls trembled.

33 And also again the third time the
voice came, and did speak unto them
marvelous words which 2cannot be
uttered by man; and the walls did
tremble again, and the earth shook
as if it were about to divide asunder.

34 And it came to pass that the
Lamanites could not flee because
of the cloud of darkness which did
overshadow them; vea, and also they
were immovable because of the fear
which did come upon them.

35 Now there was one among them
who was a Nephite by birth, who
had once belonged to the church of
God but had dissented from them.

36 And it came to pass that he
turned him about, and behold, he
saw through the cloud of darkness
the faces of Nephi and Lehi; and be-
hold, they did “shine exceedingly,

23a Ex. 24:17;
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Remembering the Words of Helaman

10 And remember also the words
which Amulek spake unto Zeez-
rom, %in the city of Ammonihah;
for he said unto him that the Lord
surely should come to redeem his
people, but that he should not come
to redeem them in their sins, but to
redeem them from their sins.

11 And he hath power given unto |
him from the Father to redeem §
them from their sins because of re- §
pentance; therefore he hath “sent §
his angels to declare the tidings |
of the conditions of repentance, |

which bringeth unto the power of

their souls.

12 And now, my sons, remember, §
remember that it is upon the “rock § whi
of our Redeemer, who is Christ, the §| 1
Son of God, that ye must build your |
*foundation; that when the devil §
shall send forth his mighty winds, !
yea, his shafts in the whirlwind, yea, §
when all his hail and his mighty §
‘storm shall beat upon you, it shall §
have no power over you to drag you |
down to the gulf of misery and end- |
less wo, because of the rock upon |
which ye are built, which is a sure {
foundation, a foundation whereon §

if men build they cannot fall.

13 And it came to pass that these !
were the words which Helaman |
“taught to his sons; yea, he did §
teach them many things which are }
not written, and also many things

which are written.

14 And they did remember his
words; and therefore they went
forth, keeping the commandments
of God, to teach the word of God
among all the people of Nephi, be-
ginning at the city Bountiful;

15 And from thenceforth to the

city of Gid; and from the city of
Gid to the city of Mulek;

16 And even from one city to an-
other, until they had gone forth
“among all the people of Nephi
who were in the land southward;
and from thence into the land of
Zarahemla, among the Lamanites.

17 And it came to pass that they
did “preach with great *power, inso- |
much that they did confound many }
| of those “dissenters who had gone!
| over from the Nephites, insomuch |
| that they came forth and did con-}
|1 fess their sins and were baptized |
the Redeemer, unto the salvation of | unto repentance, and 1eE{ lately

should speak given unto them—

19 Therefore they did speak unto |
the great astonishment of the La-|
manites, to the convincing them,
insomuch that there were eight thou-
sand of the Lamanites who were in §
| the land of Zarahemla and round }
about “baptized unto repentance,
and were convinced of the *wick-}
edness of the °traditions of their!
20 And 1t came to pass that Nephi

and Lehi did proceed from thence
to go to the ¢land of Nephi.

21 And it came to pass that they
were taken by an army of the La-
manites and cast into *prison; vea,
even in that same prison in which
Ammon and his brethren were cast
by the servants of Limhi.

10a Alma 11:34. |

Jacob 4:16.

| ¢ Hel. 4:4 (2. 4).

And it came 10 pass that Nephi
and Lehi did preach unto the Laman- |
ites with such great power and author-
ity, for they had power and authority §
given unto them that they might |
2speak, and they also had what they |

Lehi and Nephi are Protected in Prison

22 And after they had been cast
into prison many days without
food, behold, they went forth into
the prison to take them that they
might slay them.

23 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi were encircled about “as
if by ®fire, even insomuch that they
durst not lay their hands upon them
for fear lest they should be burned.
Nevertheless, Nephi and Lehi were
not burned; and they were as stand-
ing in the midst of fire and were
not burned.

24 And when they saw that they
were encircled about with a *pillar
of fire, and that it burned them not,
their hearts did take courage.

25 For they saw that the Laman-
ites durst not lay their hands upon
them; neither durst they come near
unto them, but stood as if they were
struck dumb with amazement.

26 And it came to pass that Nephi
and Lehi did stand forth and began
to speak unto them, saying: “Fear
not, for behold, it is God that has
shown unto you this marvelous
thing, in the which is shown unto
you that ye cannot lay your hands
on us to slay us.

27 And behold, when they had
said these words, the earth shook
exceedingly, and the walls of the
prison did shake as if they were
about to tumble to the earth; but
behold, they did not fall. And be-
hold, they that were in the prison
were Lamanites and Nephites who
were dissenters.

28 And it came to pass that they
were overshadowed with a cloud
of “darkness, and an awful solemn
fear came upon them.,

29 And it came to pass that there
came a “voice as if it were above the
cloud of darkness, saying: Repent ye,

repent ye, and seek no more to de-
stroy my servants whom I have sent
unto you to declare good tidings.

30 And it came to pass when they
heard this “voice, and beheld that
it was not a voice of thunder, nei-
ther was it a voice of a great tu-
multuous noise, but behold, it was
a bstill voice of perfect mildness,
as if it had been a whisper, and it
did pierce even to the very soul—

31 And notwithstanding the mild-
ness of the voice, behold the earth
shook exceedingly, and the walls of
the prison trembled again, as if it
were about to tumble to the earth;
and behold the cloud of darkness,
which had overshadowed them, did
not disperse—

32 And behold the voice came
again, saying: “Repent ve, repent
ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand; and seek no more to destroy
my servants. And it came to pass
that the earth shook again, and the
walls trembled.

33 And also again the third time the
voice came, and did speak unto them
marvelous words which 2cannot be
uttered by man; and the walls did
tremble again, and the earth shook
as if it were about to divide asunder.

34 And it came to pass that the
Lamanites could not flee because
of the cloud of darkness which did
overshadow them; vea, and also they
were immovable because of the fear
which did come upon them.

35 Now there was one among them
who was a Nephite by birth, who
had once belonged to the church of
God but had dissented from them.

36 And it came to pass that he
turned him about, and behold, he
saw through the cloud of darkness
the faces of Nephi and Lehi; and be-
hold, they did “shine exceedingly,

23a Ex. 24:17;
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“l testify that you will remove barriers to happiness
and find greater peace as you make your first
allegiance your membership in the Church of Jesus
Christ, and His teachings the foundation of your life.
Where family or national traditions or customs
conflict with the teachings of God, set them aside.
Where traditions and customs are in harmony with
His teachings, they should be cherished and followed
to preserve your culture and heritage. There is one
heritage that you need never change. It is that
heritage that comes from your being a daughter or
son of Father in Heaven”

(Elder Richard G. Scott in Conference Report, Apr. 1998, 114; or Ensign,
May 1998, 87).
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Remembering the Words of Helaman

10 A
which
rom, ¢
for he
surely
people
to rede
redee

11 A
him f
them f
penta
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of the
which
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their s

12 A
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of our
Sonof ¢
*found
shall se¢
yea, his
when
‘storm
have n¢
down tc
less wc
which
founda
if men

13 A
were tf
“taugh’
teach ti ST fa 1111 airc
not written, and also many things
which are written.

14 And they did remember his
words; and therefore they went
forth, keeping the commandments
of God, to teach the word of God
among all the people of Nephi, be-
ginning at the city Bountiful;

15 And from thenceforth to the

1 alllCl D

Amulek taught the
Zoramites that when the
wicked repent, the Lord
"encircles them
arms of safety, while he
that exercises no faith
unto repentance i
exposed to the whole
law of the demands of
justice" (Alma 34:16)

Amulek warned that i
they procrastinated the
day of their repentance,
there would come a
"night of darkness
wherein there can be no
labor performed" (Alma

34:33)

00 to the “lan of Nephi.
T T CAE 16 AT

' and Lehi did proceed from thence §
o ;
‘;i at they |
were taken by an army of the La- {
i manites and cast 1nto ¢prison; yea, ¢
i even in that same prison in which ¢
{ Ammon and his brethren were cast |
! by the servants of Limhi. 1

10a Alma 11:34. |

Jacob 4:16.

| ¢ Hel. 4:4 (2, 4),

rotected In

| are

Lehi a

i 22 And after they had been cast |
. into prison many days without |
i food, behold, they went forth into
i the prison to take them that they §
| might slay them.

23 And it came to pass that Nephi

at they

24 And when they saw that they

{ were encircled about with a ¢pillar
: of fire, and that it burned them not, |
i their hearts did take courage.
i 25 For they saw that the Laman- §
ites durst not lay their hands upon §
! them; neither durst they come near §
{ unto them, but stood as if they were
{ struck dumb with amazement.
26 And it came to pass that Nephi §
: and Lehi did stand forth and began §
¢ to speak unto them, saying: “Fear |
{ not, for behold, it is God that has
t shown unto yvou this marvelous |
. thing, in the which is shown unto
: you that ye cannot lay yvour hands
! on us to slay us.

i 27 And behold, when they had |
t said these words, the earth shook |
j exceedlngly, and the walls of the ]

11 & y 115 N E

e to the earth; but

 and Lehi were encircled about “as ¥
if by "ﬁrei even Insomuc ey §

{ durstnot lay their hands upon them § a
i for fear lest they should be burned. §
. Nevertheless, Nephi and Lehi were
: not burned; and they were as stand- §

! ing in the midst of fire and were
i not burned.

“repent ye, and seek no more to de- |
- stroy my ’servants whom I have sent #

{ unto you to declare good tidings.

30 And it came to pass when they ¢
heard this “voice, and beheld that
it was not a voice of thunder, nei- §
ther was it a voice of a great tu- }
multuous noise, but behold, it was ¢

bstill voice of perfect mildness, !
as if it had been a whisper, and it |

{ did pierce even to the very soul—

31 And notwithstanding the mild- §
ness of the voice, behold the earth
shook exceedingly, and the walls of §

{ the prison trembled again, as if it |
# were about to tumble to the earth; |

and behold the cloud of darkness,

{ which had overshadowed them, did |

not disperse— |
32 And behold the voice came
again, saying: “Repent ye, repent }

{ ve, for the kingdom of heaven is at |

hand; and seek no more to destroy !
my servants. And it came to pass §
that the earth shook again, and the
walls trembled. :

33 And also again the third time the |

' voice came, and did speak unto them i
' marvelous words which “cannot be |
{ uttered by man; and the walls did §

tremble again, and the earth shook }
as if it were about to divide asunder. |
34 And it came to pass that the |

' Lamanites could not flee because |
it of the cloud of darkness which did
/.-‘ { overshadow them; yea, and also they |
behold they did not fall. And be- §

: hold, they that were in the prison
. were Lamanites and Nephites who
¢ were dissenters.

{28 And it came to pass that they |
were overshadowed with a cloud |
t of “darkness, and an awful solemn
. fear came upon them.

{ 29 And it came to pass that there |
. came a *voice as if it were above the §

3 L

were immovable because of the fear |

which did come upon them.

35 Now there was one among them §
who was a Nephite by birth, who §
had once belonged to the church of |
God but had dissented from them. }

36 And it came to pass that he |
turned him about, and behold, he j§

saw through the cloud of darkness
' the faces of Neph1 and Leh1 and be- |

23a Ex. 24:17,

‘TG Protection, Divine.

™ 7Y 19~ " N v TVhoveme 101
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Alma taught the
Zoramites about the
bronze serpent that
Moses

raised up as a
"type" in the wilderness,
"that whosoever would
look upon it might live.
And many did look and
live" (Alma 33:19).
also urged the
Zoramites to "cast
about [their] eyes" in
order that they might
begin to have faith in
Christ (Alma 33:21-22).

In urging the Zoramites
to cry unto God for all of
their needs, Amulek
said, "Therefore may

God grant unto you, my

brethren, that ye may
begin to exercise your
faith unto repentance. ..
. Yea, cry unto him for
mercy; for he is mighty
to save" (Alma
34:17-18).

‘as the faces of angels "And |

he beheld that they did lift thcxr
eyes to heaven; and they were in §

the attitude as 1f talking or hftmg

their voices to some being whom
they beheld.

37 And it came to pass that this
man did cry unto the multitude,
that thcy might turn and look. And
behold, there was power given unto

them that they did turn and look; |
and they did behold the faces of i

Nephi and Lehi.

38 And they said unto the man:
Behold, what do all these things
mean, and who is it with whom
these men do converse?

39 Now the man’s name was
Aminadab. And Aminadab said

the angels of God.

40 And it came to pass that the La- §

manites said unto him: *What shall

i we do, that this cloud of darkness |
| “may 'ﬁe removed from overshad-

owing us?

(

M

‘unto them: They do converse with

41 And Aminadab said unto them: §

{ You must“repent, and cry unto the f

| cloud of darkness shall be removed
~ from overshadowing you.
42 And it came to pass that they #

Aminadab and thg Baptism by Fire

voice, even until ve shall have *faith §
in Christ, who was taug |

rom; and when ye shall do this, the §

all did begin to cry unto the voice }
of him who had shaken the earth; {
yvea, they did cry even until the
cloud of darkness was dispersed.

43 And it came to pass that when §

they cast their eyes about, and saw §
that the cloud of darkncess was dis- &
persed from overshadowing them,

. behold, they saw that they were §
"enc1rcled about ’v'e“"x"‘""‘[" soul, |

the midst of them; yea, they were |
encircled about; yea, they were as

ht unto you 4 A
ind t to go forth and marvel not, neither §
4 should they doubt. 3
50 And it came to pass that they |
did go forth, and did minister unto
the people, declaring throughout ¢
all the regions round about all the
things which they had heard and
seen, insomuch that the more part §

1f in the mldst of a f lammg flre, yet
it did harm them not, neither did 1§
it take hold upon the walls of the ;
prison; and they were filled with §
~that “joy which is unspeakable and ]

full of glory.

45 And behold, the “Holy Spirit of }
God did come down from heaven, ¥
| and did cnter into their hearts, and
they were filled as if with fire, |
and they could ’speak forth mar- |

velous words.

46 And it came to pass that there l

came a voice unto them, vea, a

pleasant voice, as if it were a whis- |

per, sayimng: b

47 “Peace, peace be unto you, be- }
cause of your faith in my Well Be- |
loved, who was from the foundation

of the world.

48 And now, when they heard this |}
they cast up their eyes as if to be- }
hold from whence the voice came;
and behold, they saw the “heavens
i open; and angels came down out }
of heaven and ministered unto

them.

49 And there were about three “

hundred souls who saw and heard

3 Nephi 9:20 may be In
reference to this very
event as the baptism of
fire of the Lamanites.

these things; and they were bidden § o -

of the Lamanites were “convinced

of thém, because of the great- |

ness of the evidences which they
had rccceived.
51 And as many as were “convmced

52 And it came to pass that they
dld“_ ~_- unto the Nep h1tes the §

did lay down their weap ons_f |

Lamanite
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“To find the way back, as Aminadab [remembered], one must
repent and pray until doubt and darkness disappear and important

things can be seen again. ...

“... Itis possible to return. It is possible for those who have ceased
to pray, to pray again. It is possible for those who are lost to find

their way through the dark and come home.

“And when they do, they will know, as | know, that the Lord is more
concerned with what a man i1s than with what he was, and with

where he is than with where he has been”

(Elder F. Burton Howard in Conference Report, Oct. 1986, 99-100; or Ensign, Nov. 1986,
/7—78).






Nepnl and Lent.

38 And they said unto the man:
Behold, what do all these things
mean, and who is it with whom
these men do converse?

39 Now the man’s name was
Aminadab. And Aminadab said
unto them: They do converse with
the angels of God.

40 And it came to pass that the La-
manites said unto him: *What shall
we do, that this cloud of darkness
may be removed from overshad-
owing us?

41 And Aminadab said unto them:
You must “repent, and cry unto the
voice, even until ye shall have *faith
in Christ, who was taught unto you
by Alma, and ‘Amulek, and Zeez-
rom; and when ye shall do this, the
cloud of darkness shall be removed
from overshadowing you.

42 And it came to pass that they
all did begin to cry unto the voice
of him who had shaken the earth;
yea, they did cry even until the
cloud of darkness was dispersed.

43 And it came to pass that when
they cast their eyes about, and saw
that the cloud of darkncess was dis-
persed from overshadowing them,
behold, they saw that they were
“encircled about, yea every soul,
by a pillar of fire.

44 And “Nephi and *Lehi were in
the midst of them; yea, they were
encircled about; yea, they were as

40 ANA 1T came 10 pass tndt tnere
came a voice unto them, yea, a
pleasant voice, as if it were a whis-
per, saying:

47 “Peace, peace be unto you, be-
cause of your faith in my Well Be-
loved, who was from the foundation
of the world.

48 And now, when they heard this
they cast up their eyes as if to be-
hold from whence the voice came;
and behold, they saw the “heavens
open; and angels came down out
of heaven and ministered unto
them.

49 And there were about three
hundred souls who saw and heard
these things; and they were bidden
to go forth and marvel not, neither
should they doubt.

50 And it came to pass that they
did go forth, and did minister unto
the people, declaring throughout
all the regions round about all the
things which they had heard and
seen, insomuch that the more part
of the Lamanites were “convinced
of them, because of the great-
ness of the evidences which they
had rccceived.

51 And as many as were “convinced
did lay down their weapons of
war, and also their hatred and the
tradition of their fathers.

52 And it came to pass that they
did %yield up unto the Nephites the
lands of their possession.
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Lamanite Righteousness & the Joy of the Church

CHAPTER 6

The righteous Lamanites preach to the
wicked Nephites—Both peoples prosper

during an era of peace and plenty— |

Lucifer, the author of sin, stirs up the
hearts of the wicked and the Gadianton
robbers in murder and wickedness—T he
robbers take over the Nephite govern-

_ment. . About 29—23 B.C.

! AND it came to pass that When the
- sixty and second vyear of the reigni
t of the judges had ended, all these]
{ things had happened and the La-}
¢ manites had become, the more part}
. of them, a righteous people, inso-}
t much that their “righteousness did |
t exceed that of the Nephites, because
i of their firmness and their steadi-}
{ ness in the faith.
¢ 2 For behold, there were many of}
. the Nephites who had become “hard- {
¢ ened and impenitent and grossly}
. wicked, insomuch that they did;
t reject the word of God and all the
i preaching and prophesying which
¢ did come among them., ,‘
3 Nevertheless, the people of the}
¢ church did have great joy because]
i of the conversion of the Laman-{
¢ ites, yea, because of the church of}
' God, which had been established:
¢ among them. And they did “fellow-
! ship one with another, and did re-{
¢ joice one with another, and did have }
| great joy. :
4 And it came to pass that many
! of the Lamanites did come down!
¢t into the land of Zarahemla, and3
. did declare unto the people of the}
i Nephites the manner of their “con-}
¢ version, and did exhort them to]
{ faith and repentance.
- 5 Yea, and many did *preach with
{ exceedingly great power and author-}
|_ity, unto the bringing down many

_ Bt B AT B A AN -, A .

. of them into the depths of humil- §
- ity, to be the humble followers of |
. God and the Lamb. :
. 6 And it came to pass that many of |
. the Lamanites did go into the land §
i northward; and also “Nephi and §
. "Lehi went into the ‘land northward, §
| to preach unto the people. And thus §
' ended the sixty and third year.  }
d be ere was peace 1n
all the land, insomuch that the N eph-
ites did go into whatsoever part of
the land they would, whether among
the Nephites or the Lamanites.

8 And it came to pass that the La-
manites did also go whithersoever
they would, whether it were among
the Lamanites or among the Neph-
ites; and thus they did have free
1nteru)urseone with another, to

| sell to get gain,
according to their desire.

9 And it came to pass that they
became exceedingly rich, both the
Lamanites and the Nephites; and
they did have an exceeding plenty
of 2gold, and of silver, and of all
manner of precious metals, both in
the land south and in the land north.

10 Now the land south was called
“Lehi, and the land north was called
PMulek, which was after the cson of
Zedekiah; for the Lord did bring
Mulek into the land north, and Lehi
into the land south.

11 And behold, there was all man-
ner of gold in both these lands, and
of silver, and of precious ore of ev-
ery Kind; and there were also cu-
rious workmen, who did “work all
kinds of ore and did refine it; and
thus they did become rich.

12 They did raise grain in abun-
dance, both in the north and in the
south; and they did flourish exceed-
ingly, both in the north and in the

6 1a Hel 131 |

b Hel 544 (36-44):- 11:19

b Omni 1:14:

Lamanites and Nephites Prosper Together



south. And they did multiply and
wax exceedingly strong in the land.
And they did raise many flocks and
herds, yea, many fatlings.

13 Behold their women did toil
and spin, and did “make all manner
of bcloth, of fine-twined linen and
cloth of every Kind, to clothe their
nakedness. And thus the sixty and
fourth year did pass away in peace.

14 And in the sixty and fifth year
they did also have great joy and peace,
yea, much preaching and many
prophecies concerning that which
was to comc. And thus passcd away
the sixty and fifth year.

15 And it came to pass that in the
sixty and sixth year of the reign of
the judges, behold, *Cezoram was

1e sat upon the judgment-seat. And
it came to pass that in the same
year, that his son, who had been ap-
pointed by the people in his stead,
was also murdered. And thus ended

wicked again.

ers and plunderers were a band who
had been formed by Kishkumen and
“Gadianton. And now it had come
to pass that there were many, even
among the Nephites, of Gadianton’s

der the chief judge

murdered by an (nown hand as

band. But behold, they were more
numercus among the more wicked
part of the Lamanites. And they
were called Gadianton’s robbers and
murderers. -

19 And it was

hey. did mur-
aCezoram, and
1s son, while in the judgment-seat;
and behold, they were not found.

20 And now it came to pass that
when the Lamanites found that
there were robbers among them they
were exceedingly sorrowful; and
they did use every means in their
powcr to destroy them off the facce
of the earth.

21 But behold, Satan did stir up
the “hearts of the more part of the
Nephites, insomuch that they did
unite with those bands of robbers,
and did enter into their covenants
and their oaths, that they would
protect and preserve one another in
whatsoever difficult circumstances
they should be placed, that they
should not suffer for their murders,

: t | and their plunderings, and their
¢ of the sixty and seventh year the }
' people began to grow exceedingly ?
1 did have their signs, yea, their “se-
17 For behold, the Lord had blessed |
¢ them so long with the “riches of i
i the world that they had not been }
¢ stirred up to anger, to wars, nor to |
' bloodshed; therefore they began to §
¢ set their hearts upon their riches; §
i yea, they began to seek to get gain §
¢ that they might be lifted up one §
' above another; therefore they began !
¢ to commit ’secret murders, and to |
{ roband to plunder, that they might }
it getgain.  { wickedness, contrary to the laws
8 Anc behold, those murder-

bstealings.
22 And it came to pass that they

cret signs, and their ’secret words;
and this that they might distinguish
a brother who had entered into the
covenant, that whatsoever wicked-
ness his brother should do he should
not be injured by his brother, nor by
those who did belong to his band,
who had taken this covenant.

23 And thus they might murder,
and plunder, and steal, and commit
swhoredoms and all manner of

of their country and also the laws of
their God.

24 And whosoever of those who be-
longed to their band should reveal
unto the world of their *wickedness
and their abominations, should be

13a 1G Art.

18a Hel. 2:4 (4. 12-13): 3:23. |

b Hel. 11:2:

Gadianton Robbers Reappear

Satan the Author of Secret Oaths and Sin

tried, not according to the laws of
their country, but according to the
laws of their wickedness, which
had been given by Gadianton and
Kishkumen.

25 Now behold, it is these secret
oaths and covenants which Alma
commanded his son should not
oo forth unto the world, lest they
should be a means of bringing down
the people unto destruction.

26 Now behold, those “secret oaths
and covenants did not come forth
unto Gadianton from the ®records
which were delivered unto Helaman;
but behold, they were put into the
heart of ‘Gadianton by that “same be-
ing who did entice our first parents
to partake of the forbidden fruit—

27 Yea, that same being who did
plot with 2Cain, that if he would
murder his brother Abel it should
not be known unto the world. And
he did plot with Cain and his fol-
lowers from that time forth.

28 And also it is that same being
who put it into the hearts of the
people to“build a tower sufficiently
high that they might get to heaven.
And it was that same being who led
on the people who came from that
tower into this land; who spread
the works of darkness and abomi-
nations over all the face of the land,
until he dragged the people down
to an Pentire destruction, and to an
everlasting hell.

29 Yea, it is that same being who
put it into the heart of *Gadianton
to still carry on the work of dark-
ness, and of secret murder; and he
has brought it forth from the begin-
ning of man even down to this time.

30 And behold, it is he who is the
sauthor of all sin. And behold, he
doth carry on his works of darkness

and secret murder, and doth hand
down their plots, and their oaths,
and their covenants, and their plans
of awful wickedness, from genera-
tion to generation according as he
can get hold upon the hearts of the
children of men,

31 And now behold, he had got
great hold upon the hearts of the
Nephites; yea, insomuch that they
had become exceedingly wicked; vea,
the more part of them had turned
out of the “way of righteousness,
and did ®trample under their feet
the commandments of God, and did
turn unto their own ways, and
did build up unto themselves ¢idols
of their gold and their silver.

32 And it came to pass that all
these iniquities did come unto them
in the space of *not many years,
insomuch that a more part of it had
come unto them in the sixty and
seventh vear of the reign of the
judges over the people of Nephi.

33 And they did grow in their in-
iquities in the sixty and eighth year
also, to the great sorrow and lam-
entation of the righteous.

34 And thus we see that the “Neph-
ites did begin to dwindle in unbe-
lief, and grow in wickedness and
abominations, while the Lamanites
began to grow exceedingly in the
knowledge of their God; vea, they
did begin to keep his statutes and
commandments, and to walk in
truth and uprightness before him.

35 And thus we see that the Spirit
of the Lord began to “withdraw
from the Nephites, because of the
wickedness and the hardness of
their hearts.

36 And thus we see that the Lord
began to pour out his *Spirit upon
the Lamanites, because of their

w4 a9 My sy I o\ I - 9

[ .

4 ™~ 4w e oowoY ™ ™M e

Gadianton Robbers (Nephite and Lamanite Response)



“God is forgotten out of vanity. A little prosperity and
peace, or even a turn slightly for the better, can bring
us feelings of self-sufficiency. We can feel quickly that
we are in control of our lives, that the change for the
better is our own doing, not that of a God who
communicates to us through the still, small voice of
the Spirit. Pride creates a noise within us which
makes the quiet voice of the Spirit hard to hear. And
soon, in our vanity, we no longer even listen for it. We
can come quickly to think we don’t need it”

(President Henry B. Eyring in Conference Report, Oct. 2001, 16; or
Ensign, Nov. 2001, 16).




south. And they did multiply and
wax exceedingly strong in the land.
And they did raise many flocks and
herds, yea, many fatlings.

13 Behold their women did toil
and spin, and did “make all manner
of bcloth, of fine-twined linen and
cloth of every Kind, to clothe their
nakedness. And thus the sixty and
fourth year did pass away in peace.

14 And in the sixty and fifth year
they did also have great joy and peace,
yea, much preaching and many
prophecies concerning that which
was to comc. And thus passcd away
the sixty and fifth year.

15 And it came to pass that in the
sixty and sixth year of the reign of
the judges, behold, *Cezoram was
murdered by an unknown hand as
hesat upon the jud gment seat. And
it came to pass that in the same
year, that his son, who had been ap-
pointed by the people in his stead,
was also murdered And thus ended
the sixty and sixth year.

16 And in the commencement
of the sixty and seventh year the
people began to grow exceedingly
wicked again.

17 For behold, the Lord had blessed |
them so long with the “riches of |
the world that they had not been
stirred up to anger, to wars, nor to
bloodshed; therefore they began to
set their hearts upon their riches;
yea, they began to seek to get gain
that they might be lifted up one

above another; therefore they began |

to commit ’secret murders, and to
rob and to plunder, that they might
get gain.

18 And now behold, those murder-
ers and plunderers were a band who

had been formed by Kishkumen and :

“Gadianton. And now it had come
to pass that there were many, even
among the Nephites, of Gadianton’s

band. But behold, they were more
numerous among the more wicked
part of the Lamanites. And they
were called Gadianton’s robbers and
murderers. -

19 And it was they who did mur-
der the chief judge “Cezoram, and
‘his son, while in the judgment-seat;

.001.0 l' "l. .l.

"~ 20 And now it came to pass that ‘
when the Lamanites found that !}
there were robbers among them they }
' were exceedingly sorrowful; and |
they did use every means in their |
. powcr to destroy them off the face |

of the earth.

21 But behold, Satan did stir up |
the “hearts of the more part of the

Nephites, insomuch that they did
“funite with those bands of robbers, |
elr covenants

and did enter into tl
and their oaths, that they would i

’stealings.

did have their signs, yea, their “se- |

. cret signs, and their ’secret words;

. and this that they might dlstmgulsh ;
a brother who had entered into the §

covenant, that whatsoever wicked-

ness his brother should do he should |
not be injured by his brother, nor by |
those who did belong to his band, §

who had taken this covenant.

23 And thus they might murder,

i and plunder, and steal, and commit }

' awhoredoms and all manner of i
wickedness, contrary to the laws
of their country and also the laws of |

their God.

24 And whosoever of those who be- |
longed to their band should reveal
unto the world of their “wickedness |
_and their abominations, should be

13a 1G Art.
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protect and preserve one another in 1§
whatsoever difficult circumstances
they should be placed, that they |
should not suffer for their murders, |
and their plunderings, and their |
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Gadianton Robbers Reappear

Satan the Author of Secret Oaths and Sin

¢ tried, not according to the laws of
{ their country, but according to the §#
i laws of their wickedness, which
' had been given by Gadianton and
¢ Kishkumen. ]
{ 25 Now behold, it is these secret §
i ‘oaths and covenants which Alma § chil [ )
{ commanded his son should not 31 And now behold
¢ go forth unto the world, lest they |
i should be a means of bringing down |
i the people unto destruction. |
¢ 26 Now behold, those “secret oaths |
i and covenants did not come forth
' unto Gadianton from the ®records
t which were delivered unto Helaman;
t but behold, they were put into the |
t heart of ‘Gadianton by that“same be-
t ing who did entice our first parents |
__to partake of the forbidden fruit— |

27 Yea, that same peing who did

plot with 2Cain, that if he would
murder his brother Abel it should
not be known unto the world. And
he did plot with Cain and his fol-
lowers from that time forth.

28 And also it is that same being
who put it into the hearts of the
people to“build a tower sufficiently
high that they might get to heaven.
And it was that same being who led
on the people who came from that
tower into this land; who spread
the works of darkness and abomi-
nations over all the face of the land,
until he dragged the people down
toan ®entire destruction, and to an

Verlastlng*he L.

29 Yea, it is that same being who
put it into the heart of *Gadianton
to still carry on the work of dark-
ness, and of secret murder; and he
has brought it forth from the begin-

hing of man even down to this time.

author of all sin. And behold, he
paoicaraoni Swor kol Rcs N

the more part of them had turned
out of the “way of righteousness,
and did ®trample under their feet

! the commandments of God, and did

turn unto their own ways, and
did build up unto themselves ¢idols
of their gold and their silver.

32 And it came to pass that all
these iniquities did come unto them
in the space of *not many years,
insomuch that a more part of it had
come unto them in the sixty and
seventh vear of the reign of the
judges over the people of Nephi.

33 And they did grow in their in-
iquities in the sixty and eighth year
also, to the great sorrow and lam-

w4 a9 My sy I o\ I - 9

Lcotation of the righteous,
thus we see that the ¢

i truth and uprightness before him.

' their hearts.

and secret murder, and doth hand
: down their plots, and their oaths, ;
¢ and their covenants, and their plans
I of awful wickedness, from genera-
¥ tion to generation according as he |
j (,an get hold upon the hearts of the |

‘he had got

great hold upon the hearts of the
Nephites; yea, insomuch that they
{ had become exceedingly wicked; yea,

cph- |
ites did begin to dwindle in unbe-
i lief, and grow in wickedness and |
' abominations, while the Lamanites |
i began to grow exceedingly in the
 knowledge of their God; yea, they |
' did begin to keep his statutes and |
commandments, and to walk in }

35 And thus we see that the Spirit }
| of the Lord began to “withdraw |
from the Nephites, because of the |
wickedness and the hardness of !

36 And thus we see that the Lord 3§
began to pour out his *Spirit upon |
' the Lamanites, because of their |

Gadianton Robbers (Nephite and Lamanite Response)
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| be a means of bringing down
{ had become exceedingly wicked; vea,

ople unto destruction.

w behold, those “secret oaths |
wvenants did not come forth |
sadianton from the Precords |
were delivered unto Helaman; |
'hold, they were put into the |
f ‘Gadianton by that “same be- |
10 did entice our first parents |
take of the forbidden fruit— |

a, that same being who did
yith “Cain, that if he would
*r his brother Abel it should
- known unto the world. And
| plot with Cain and his fol-
, from that time forth.

nd also it is that same being
yut it into the hearts of the
» to “build a tower sufficiently
hat they might get to heaven.
‘was that same being who led
 people who came from that
into this land; who spread
yrks of darkness and abomi-
s over all the face of the land,
he dragged the people down
entire destruction, and to an
stmg"hell -

a, it is that same being who
into the heart of “Gadianton
| carry on the work of dark-
nd of secret murder; and he
ought it forth from the begin- |

f man even down to this time.
nd behold, it is he who is the §

r of all sm And behold, he i
arry on his works of carkness §
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Nephites; vea, insomuch that they

the more part of them had turned
out of the “way of righteousness,
and did °trample under their feet
the commandments of God, and did
turn unto their own ways, and
did build up unto themselves cidols
of their gold and their silver.

32 And it came to pass that all
these iniquities did come unto them
in the space of “not many years,
insomuch that a more part of it had
come unto them in the sixty and
seventh year of the reign of the
judges over the people of Nephi.

33 And they did grow in their in-
iquities in the sixty and eighth yvear
also, to the great sorrow and lam-

entation of the righteous.

1 3‘ 'ndt uswe seet att

1 0 O | 'eep'

{ truth and uprightness before him.

! their hearts.

ma 37:29 (27-32).

Ether 1:3,
"o 2.0- h Fther Q.71 (0 15_95)

c Judg. 2:17; 2 Ne. 9:37;
Almma 7-A

ef, and grow in wickedness and |
1bom1mt10ns, whlle the Lamanites |

1S statutes and |
commandments, and to walk in

35 And thus we see that the Spirit |
. of the Lord began to “withdraw |
. from the Nephites, because of the |
wickedness and the hardness of |

36 And thus we see that the Lord
. began to pour out his *Spirit upon |
the Lamamtes, because of the1r

Gadianton Robbers (Nephite and Lamanite Response)

| easiness and *willingness to believe |
! in his words.

37 And it came to pass that the

sole management of the govern-
ment, insomuch that they did tram-
ple under their feet and smite and
rend and turn their backs upon the

poor and the meek, and the hum-

ble followers of God.

40 And thus we see that they were
in an awful state, and “ripening for
an everlasting destruction.

41 And it came to pass that thus
ended the sixty and eighth vyear
of the reign of the judges over the
people of Nephi.

THE PROPHECY OF NEPHI, THE SON OF
HeELAMAN—God threatens the people
of Nephl that he W111 uslt them in

L - a1,

CHAPT]

‘ Nephi is rejected in the
| Lamanites did hunt the band of | 0 7arahemla-Fle p
I‘ObCl_S 0 ‘;Gadlanton and they ; 10 repent or perish. A
| BEHOLD, now it can
- { sixty and ninth yea
wastt1 destro ed from among | the judges over th
| the Lamanites. | Nephites, that Nej
. 38 And it came to pass on the | Helaman, “returne:
| other hand, that the Nephites did |

| beginning at the more wicked part | seople who were in
. of them, until they had overspread | i
. all the land of the Nephites, and
! had seduced the more part of the |
. righteous until they had come down |
| to believe in their works and par- |
i take of their spoils, and to join with |
: them in their secret murders and
i _combinations.

And thus they did obtain the

| Zarahemla from the

2 For he had been

| ward, and did pre:
{ God unto them, an

many things unto
3 And they did “rej

| insomuch that he
{ among them, but
{ unto the land of hi

4 And seeing the |
of such awful wi
those Gadianton ro
judgment-seats—h
the power and auth
laying aside the ¢
of God, and not in
before him; doing
the children of me

5 Condemning th
cause of their righte
the guilty and the
punished because «
and moreover to b
at the head of gove
and do according
that they might gef
of the °“world, and,
they might the mor

| adulterv. and stea



