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“There are … two conditions which may justify a truly 
Christian man to enter—mind you, I say enter, not 
begin—a war: (1) An attempt to dominate and to 
deprive another of his free agency, and, (2) Loyalty to 
his country. Possibly there is a third, [namely], 
Defense of a weak nation that is being unjustly 
crushed by a strong, ruthless one”  

(Elder David O. McKay in Conference Report, Apr. 1942, 72).
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By James H. Fullmer
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ALMA’S RECORD (Alma 1-44)
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Alma 2-3 Alma 43-44
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Inclusio - A literary device in biblical studies, also 
known as bracketing or an envelope structure, which 

consists of creating a frame by placing similar material 
at the beginning and end of a section.
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One Amlicite Converted
Alma 23:14



Alma and the Sons of Mosiah vs. Amlici (Amulonites, Zoramites, Nehor, Korihor)

Satan… is a spirit son of God who was once an angel “in authority in the presence of 
God” (Doctrine and Covenants 76:25; see also Isaiah 14:12; Doctrine and Covenants 76:26–
27). But in the premortal Council in Heaven, Lucifer, as Satan was then called, rebelled 
against God. Since that time, he has sought to destroy the children of God on the earth and 
to make them miserable. 

…In Satan’s rebellion against God, Satan “sought to destroy the agency of man” (Moses 
4:3). He said: “I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do 
it; wherefore give me thine honor” (Moses 4:1). 

Satan persuaded “a third part of the hosts of heaven” to turn away from the Father 
(Doctrine and Covenants 29:36). As a result of this rebellion, Satan and his followers were 
cut off from God’s presence and denied the blessing of receiving a physical body 
(see Revelation 12:9). 

(Gospel Topics, “Satan” - lds.org)

http://lds.org
http://lds.org
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What happened in the 19th year of the reign of judges?

19th year 20th year

• Moroni v Zarahemna
Battle at the river 
Sidon where the 

Lamanites 
ultimately departed 
with a covenant of 

peace.

• Alma Prophesies to 
Helaman 

• Alma disappears  

• Helaman establishes 
the Church

Alma 43-44 Alma 45 Alma 46

• Amalickiah conspires 
to be king 

• Moroni raises the Title 
of Liberty 

• Amalickiah flees to the 
Lamanites

Alma 47

• Amalickiah gains favor 
of Lamanite king 

• He deceives Lehonti 

• He takes command of 
all Lamanite forces 

• Amalickiah kills the 
king and takes the 
throne.

Alma 48-49

• Amalickiah prepares 
the Lamanites for war 

• Moroni fortifies the 
Nephites 

• Helaman prepares the 
Nephites spiritually 

• Lamanites march to 
attack Ammonihah 

• They march to Noah 
instead but the 
situation is even worse 

• The battle at Noah and 
the defeat of the 
Lamanites

74 BC 73 BC
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Alma 46-49 
The 1st Amalickiahite War



“There are the dissenters who leave the Church, 
either formally or informally, but who cannot leave it 
alone. Usually anxious to please worldly galleries, 
they are critical or at least condescending towards 
the Brethren. They not only seek to steady the ark but 
also on occasion give it a hard shove! Often having 
been taught the same true doctrines as the faithful, 
they have nevertheless moved in the direction of 
dissent (see Alma 47:36). They have minds hardened 
by pride (see Daniel 5:20)”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “Men and Women of Christ” [1991], 4).
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“In that sacred volume of scripture, the Book of 
Mormon, we note the great and prolonged struggle 
for liberty. We also note the complacency of the 
people and their frequent willingness to give up their 
liberty for the promises of a would-be provider. … 

“… Moroni, like the prophets whose words are 
recorded in the Book of Mormon, spoke of the 
Americas as a chosen land—the land of liberty. He led 
the people in battle who were willing to fight to 
‘maintain their liberty.’ 

“And the record states: ‘… that he caused the title of 
liberty to be hoisted upon every tower which was in 
all the land, … and thus Moroni planted the standard 
of liberty among the Nephites.’ [Alma 46:36.] 

“This is our need today—to plant the standard of 



the people in battle who were willing to fight to 
‘maintain their liberty.’ 

“And the record states: ‘… that he caused the title of 
liberty to be hoisted upon every tower which was in 
all the land, … and thus Moroni planted the standard 
of liberty among the Nephites.’ [Alma 46:36.] 

“This is our need today—to plant the standard of 
liberty among our people throughout the Americas. 

“While this incident occurred some seventy years 
B.C., the struggle went on through one thousand 
years covered by this sacred Book of Mormon record. 
In fact, the struggle for liberty is a continuing one—it 
is with us in a very real sense today”  

(President Benson in Conference Report, Oct. 1962, 14–15). 
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You too can be a tyrannical dictator 
with my 8 step program!

Amalekiah’s  
8-Step Plan

For World Domination



Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king
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Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king

Step 2) pretend to follow the king’s orders and pursue those who were not loyal
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Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king

Step 2) pretend to follow the king’s orders and pursue those who were not loyal

Step 3) secretly surrender to those not loyal to the king’s command, and become 
second-in-command of the combined forces:
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Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king

Step 2) pretend to follow the king’s orders and pursue those who were not loyal

Step 3) secretly surrender to those not loyal to the king’s command, and become 
second-in-command of the combined forces:
Step 4) secretly murder the first-in-charge (Lehonti), and, by succession, become 
the leader of the combined forces
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The traitorous Amalickiah urged Lehonti to ‘come 
down’ and meet him in the valley. But when Lehonti 
left the high ground, he was poisoned ‘by degrees’ 
until he died, and his army fell into Amalickiah’s 
hands (see Alma 47). By arguments and accusations, 
some people bait us to leave the high ground. The 
high ground is where the light is. … It is the safe 
ground”  

(Elder Robert D. Hales, “Christian Courage: The Price of 
Discipleship,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2008, 74).



But as the walls of the city began to rise, opposition intensified… 
Their threats were very real, and they grew so intimidating that 
Nehemiah confessed, “They all made us afraid.”  In spite of the 
danger and the ever-present threat of invasion, the work 
progressed. It was a time of stress, for every builder “had his sword 
girded by his side, and so builded.” 

As the work continued, Nehemiah’s enemies became more 
desperate. Four times they entreated him to leave the safety of the 
city and meet with them under the pretense of resolving the conflict, 
but Nehemiah knew that their intent was to do him harm. Each time 
they approached him, he responded with the same answer: “I am 
doing a great work, so that I cannot come down.” 

What a remarkable response!… Nehemiah refused to allow 
distractions to prevent him from doing what the Lord wanted him to 
do. 

(President Dieter F. Uchtdorf, GC, April 2009)



Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king

Step 2) pretend to follow the king’s orders and pursue those who were not loyal

Step 3) secretly surrender to those not loyal to the king’s command, and become 
second-in-command of the combined forces:
Step 4) secretly murder the first-in-charge (Lehonti), and, by succession, become 
the leader of the combined forces
Step 5) secretly murder the king of the Lamanites, blame it on someone else, and 
gain the favor of the the Lamanite people
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Nephites

Nephi

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Melek

Laman and fellow 
guards flee



Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king
Step 2) pretend to follow the king’s orders and pursue those who were not loyal
Step 3) secretly surrender to those not loyal to the king’s command, and become 
second-in-command of the combined forces:
Step 4) secretly murder the first-in-charge (Lehonti), and, by succession, become 
the leader of the combined forces
Step 5) secretly murder the king of the Lamanites, blame it on someone else, and 
gain the favor of the the Lamanite people
Step 6) marry the queen, become king of the the Lamanites
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Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king
Step 2) pretend to follow the king’s orders and pursue those who were not loyal
Step 3) secretly surrender to those not loyal to the king’s command, and become 
second-in-command of the combined forces:
Step 4) secretly murder the first-in-charge (Lehonti), and, by succession, become 
the leader of the combined forces
Step 5) secretly murder the king of the Lamanites, blame it on someone else, and 
gain the favor of the the Lamanite people
Step 6) marry the queen, become king of the the Lamanites
Step 7) Use propaganda to inspire Lamanites to hate Nephites
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Amalekiah’s 8-Step Plan
For World Domination

Step 1) control the portion of the army of the Lamanites who are loyal to the king
Step 2) pretend to follow the king’s orders and pursue those who were not loyal
Step 3) secretly surrender to those not loyal to the king’s command, and become 
second-in-command of the combined forces:
Step 4) secretly murder the first-in-charge (Lehonti), and, by succession, become 
the leader of the combined forces
Step 5) secretly murder the king of the Lamanites, blame it on someone else, and 
gain the favor of the the Lamanite people
Step 6) marry the queen, become king of the the Lamanites
Step 7) Use propaganda to inspire Lamanites to hate Nephites
Step 8) Use Lamanite armies to conquer Nephites
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“Even though Helaman was not as noticeable or 
conspicuous as Moroni, he was as serviceable; that is, he 
was as helpful or useful as Moroni. … 

“Not all of us are going to be like Moroni, catching the 
acclaim of our colleagues all day every day. Most of us will 
be quiet, relatively unknown folks who come and go and do 
our work without fanfare. To those of you who may find that 
lonely or frightening or just unspectacular, I say, you are ‘no 
less serviceable’ than the most spectacular of your 
associates. You, too, are part of God’s army. 

“Consider, for example, the profound service a mother or 
father gives in the quiet anonymity of a worthy Latter-day 
Saint home. Think of the Gospel Doctrine teachers and 
Primary choristers and Scoutmasters and Relief Society 
visiting teachers who serve and bless millions but whose 
names will never be publicly applauded or featured in the 
nation’s media. 



“Consider, for example, the profound service a mother or 
father gives in the quiet anonymity of a worthy Latter-day 
Saint home. Think of the Gospel Doctrine teachers and 
Primary choristers and Scoutmasters and Relief Society 
visiting teachers who serve and bless millions but whose 
names will never be publicly applauded or featured in the 
nation’s media. 

“Tens of thousands of unseen people make possible our 
opportunities and happiness every day. As the scriptures 
state, they are ‘no less serviceable’ than those whose lives 
are on the front pages of newspapers. 

“The limelight of history and contemporary attention so 
often focuses on the one rather than on the many”  

(President Howard W. Hunter, “No Less Serviceable,” Ensign, Apr. 1992, 
64). 
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By James H. Fullmer
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What does it take to fortify a city?

People to dig (lots of them)

People to make tools

People to repair tools

People to make and fix clothes

People with medical skill

People to make food

People to bring water

People to design the fortifications

People to lead the various labors

People to keep watch

People to make weapons

People to care for children

People to offer spiritual support

People to offer spiritual support

People to care for flocks

People to gather resources



Nephites

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Ammonihah

Noah

Lamanites in  
Alma 49
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What happened in the 19th year of the reign of judges?

19th year 20th year

• Moroni v Zarahemna
Battle at the river 
Sidon where the 

Lamanites 
ultimately departed 
with a covenant of 

peace.

• Alma Prophesies to 
Helaman 

• Alma disappears  

• Helaman establishes 
the Church

Alma 43-44 Alma 45 Alma 46

• Amalickiah conspires 
to be king 

• Moroni raises the Title 
of Liberty 

• Amalickiah flees to the 
Lamanites

Alma 47

• Amalickiah gains favor 
of Lamanite king 

• He deceives Lehonti 

• He takes command of 
all Lamanite forces 

• Amalickiah kills the 
king and takes the 
throne.

Alma 48-49

• Amalickiah prepares 
the Lamanites for war 

• Moroni fortifies the 
Nephites 

• Helaman prepares the 
Nephites spiritually 

• Lamanites march to 
attack Ammonihah 

• They march to Noah 
instead but the 
situation is even worse 

• The battle at Noah and 
the defeat of the 
Lamanites

74 BC 73 BC
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Nephites

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Ammonihah

Noah

Mulek

Aaron

Gideon

Minon

JudeaAntiparah

Manti

Zeezrom
Cumeni

Melek

Jershon



Nephites

Lamanites

Ammonihah
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“Men really are brothers because God really is our Father. Nevertheless, 
scriptures are studded with stories of contention and combat. They 
strongly condemn wars of aggression but sustain obligations of citizens 
to defend their families and their freedoms [see Alma 43:45–47; 46:11–
12, 19–20; 48:11–16]. … Members of this Church will be called into 
military service of many nations. ‘We believe that governments were 
instituted of God for the benefit of man; and that he holds men 
accountable for their acts in relation to them, both in making laws and 
administering them, for the good and safety of society’ [D&C 134:1]. 

“During the Second World War, when members of the Church were 
forced to fight on opposing sides, the First Presidency affirmed that ‘the 
state is responsible for the civil control of its citizens or subjects, for 
their political welfare, and for the carrying forward of political policies, 
domestic and foreign. … But the Church itself, as such, has no 
responsibility for these policies, [other] than urging its members fully to 
render … loyalty to their country’ [in James R. Clark, comp., Messages of the First 
Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. (1965–75), 6:155–56]”  

(Elder Russell M. Nelson  in Conference Report, Oct. 2002, 42; or Ensign, 
Nov. 2002, 40).
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