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Alma 36:14 
I had murdered many of 
his children, or rather led 
t h e m a w a y u n t o 
destruction;



“Clearly among His greatest concerns regarding 
mortality are how one gets into this world and how one 
gets out of it. He has set very strict limits in these 
matters. 

“… Human intimacy is reserved for a married couple 
because it is the ultimate symbol of total union, a 
totality and a union ordained and defined by God. … 
Marriage was intended to mean the complete merger of 
a man and a woman. … This is a union of such 
completeness that we use the word seal to convey its 
eternal promise”  

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “Personal Purity,” Ensign, Nov. 1998, 76).



God uses scripture to unmask erroneous thinking, false traditions, 
and sin with its devastating effects. He is a tender parent who 
would spare us needless suffering and grief and at the same time 
help us realize our divine potential. The scriptures, for example, 
discredit an ancient philosophy that has come back into vogue in 
our day—the philosophy of Korihor that there are no absolute 
moral standards... Alma, who had dealt with Korihor, did not leave 
his own son Corianton in doubt about the reality and substance of 
a divine moral code. Corianton had been guilty of sexual sin, and 
his father spoke to him in love but plainly: “Know ye not, my son, 
that these things are an abomination in the sight of the Lord; yea, 
most abominable above all sins save it be the shedding of innocent 
blood or denying the Holy Ghost?” (Alma 39:5). 

In a complete reversal from a century ago, many today would 
dispute with Alma about the seriousness of immorality. Others 
would argue that it’s all relative or that God’s love is permissive. If 
there is a God, they say, He excuses all sins and misdeeds 
because of His love for us—there is no need for repentance. Or at 
most, a simple confession will do. They have imagined a Jesus 



In a complete reversal from a century ago, many today would 
dispute with Alma about the seriousness of immorality. Others 
would argue that it’s all relative or that God’s love is permissive. If 
there is a God, they say, He excuses all sins and misdeeds 
because of His love for us—there is no need for repentance. Or at 
most, a simple confession will do. They have imagined a Jesus 
who wants people to work for social justice but who makes no 
demands upon their personal life and behavior. But a God of love 
does not leave us to learn by sad experience that “wickedness 
never was happiness” (Alma 41:10; see also Helaman 13:38). His 
commandments are the voice of reality and our protection against 
self-inflicted pain. The scriptures are the touchstone for measuring 
correctness and truth, and they are clear that real happiness lies 
not in denying the justice of God or trying to circumvent the 
consequences of sin but in repentance and forgiveness through 
the atoning grace of the Son of God (see Alma 42). 

(Elder D. Todd Christofferson, The Blessing of Scripture,” in General 
Conference, April 2010) 



“All sins shall be forgiven, except the sin against the 
Holy Ghost; for Jesus will save all except the sons of 
perdition. What must a man do to commit the 
unpardonable sin? He must receive the Holy Ghost, 
have the heavens opened unto him, and know God, and 
then sin against him. After a man has sinned against the 
Holy Ghost, there is no repentance for him. He has got 
to say that the sun does not shine while he sees it; he 
has got to deny Jesus Christ when the heavens have 
been opened unto him, and to deny the plan of salvation 
with his eyes open to the truth of it; and from that time 
he begins to be an enemy. This is the case with many 
apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints”  

(Prophet Joseph Smith, “History of the Church,” 6:314).
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Alma 36:14 
I had murdered many of 
his children, or rather led 
t h e m a w a y u n t o 
destruction;

Cross Yourself: “To erase, to cancel, to counteract, 
to stop, to preclude” (Webster’s Dictionary 1828). 



“I think the greatest crime in all this world is to lead men and 
women, the children of God, away from the true principles. We 
see in the world today philosophies of various kinds, tending to 
destroy faith, faith in God, faith in the principles of the gospel. 
What a dreadful thing that is. 

“The Lord says if we labor all our days and save but one soul, 
how great will be our joy with him; on the other hand how great 
will be our sorrow and our condemnation if through our acts we 
have led one soul away from this truth. 

“He who blinds one soul, he who spreads error, he who 
destroys, through his teachings, divine truth, truth that would 
lead a man to the kingdom of God and to its fulness, how great 
shall be his condemnation and his punishment in eternity. For 
the destruction of a soul is the destruction of the greatest thing 
that has ever been created”  

(President Joseph Fielding Smith, “Doctrines of Salvation”, comp. Bruce 
R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954–56], 1:314).



“To you is extended the peace and renewal of 
repentance available through the atoning sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In such serious matters the path 
of repentance is not easily begun or painlessly traveled. 
But the Savior of the world will walk that essential 
journey with you. He will strengthen you when you 
waver. He will be your light when it seems most dark. 
He will take your hand and be your hope when hope 
seems all you have left. His compassion and mercy, with 
all their cleansing and healing power, are freely given to 
all who truly wish complete forgiveness and will take 
the steps that lead to it”  

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland in Conference Report, Oct. 1998, 101–2; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1998, 78).
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But the rest of these are great too!
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“What a comfort to know that all who have been 
disadvantaged in life from birth defects, from mortal 
injuries, from disease, or from the natural 
deterioration of old age will be resurrected in ‘proper 
and perfect frame.’ … 

“The assurance of resurrection gives us the strength 
and perspective to endure the mortal challenges 
faced by each of us and by those we love, such things 
as the physical, mental, or emotional deficiencies we 
bring with us at birth or acquire during mortal life. 
Because of the resurrection, we know that these 
mortal deficiencies are only temporary!”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 2000, 16–17; or 
Ensign, May 2000, 14). 
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Actually, everything depends—initially and finally—on our desires. These 
shape our thought patterns. Our desires thus precede our deeds and lie 
at the very cores of our souls, tilting us toward or away from God (see  
D&C 4:3). God can “educate our desires” (see Joseph F. Smith, Gospel 
Doctrine, 5th ed., Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1939, p. 297). Others 
seek to manipulate our desires. But it is we who form the desires, the 
“thoughts and intents of [our] hearts”  (Mosiah 5:13). 

The end rule is “according to [our] desires … shall it be done unto [us]”  
(D&C 11:17) “for I, the Lord, will judge all men according to their works, 
according to the desire of their hearts”   (D&C 137:9 see also   Alma 41:5  
D&C 6:20, 27). One’s individual will thus remains uniquely his. God will 
not override it nor overwhelm it. Hence we’d better want the 
consequences of what we want! 

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “Swallowed Up In the Will of the Father,” in General Conference, 
October 1995) 
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“Each of us lives on a kind of spiritual credit. One day the 
account will be closed, a settlement demanded. However 
casually we may view it now, when that day comes and the 
foreclosure is imminent, we will look around in restless agony 
for someone, anyone, to help us. 

“And, by eternal law, mercy cannot be extended save there be 
one who is both willing and able to assume our debt and pay 
the price and arrange the terms for our redemption. 

“Unless there is a mediator, unless we have a friend, the full 
weight of justice untempered, unsympathetic, must, positively 
must fall on us. The full recompense for every transgression, 
however minor or however deep, will be exacted from us to the 
uttermost farthing. 

“But know this: Truth, glorious truth, proclaims there is such a 
Mediator. 

“‘For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 



“‘For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus.’ (1 Tim. 2:5.) 

“Through Him mercy can be fully extended to each of us 
without offending the eternal law of justice. 

“This truth is the very root of Christian doctrine. … 

“The extension of mercy will not be automatic. It will be through 
covenant with Him. It will be on His terms, His generous terms, 
which include, as an absolute essential, baptism by immersion 
for the remission of sins. 

“All mankind can be protected by the law of justice, and at once 
each of us individually may be extended the redeeming and 
healing blessing of mercy”  

(President Boyd K. Packer, in Conference Report, Apr. 1977, 80; or Ensign, 
May 1977, 55–56).
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We are about to go to WAR (Alma 35)


