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land of Nephi and the land of Zara-
hemla were nearly surrounded by
water, there being a small *neck of
land between the land northward
and the land southward.

33 And it came to pass that the
Nephites had inhabited the land
Bountiful, even from the east unto
the west sea, and thus the Nephites
in their wisdom, with their guards
and their armies, had hemmed in
the Lamanites on the south, that
thereby they should have no more
possession on the north, that they
might not overrun the land north-
ward.

34 Therefore the Lamanites could
have no more possessions only in
the land of Nephi, and the wilder-
ness round about. Now this was
wisdom in the Nephites—as the
Lamanites were an enemy to them,
they would not suffer their afflictions
on every hand, and also that they
might have a country whither
they might flee, according to their
desires.

35 And now I, after having said
this, return again to the account
of Ammon and Aaron, Omncr and
Himni, and their brethren.

CHAPTER 23

Religious freedom is proclaimed—The
Lamanites in seven lands and cities
are converted—They call themselves
Anti-Nephi-Lehies and are freed from
the curse—1'he Amalekites and the
Amulonites reject the truth. About

BEHOLD now it came to pass that ;-
i the kmg of the Lamanites sent a ¢
¢ “proclamation among all his people,
¢ that they should not lay their hands |

i on Ammon, or Aaron, or Omner, or |
i Himni, nor either of their brethren ¢
: who should go forth preaching the |
¢t word of God, in whatsoever place

i commit

they should be, in any part of their §

land.

t 2 Yea, he sent a decree among !
. them, that they should not lay their |
¢ hands on them to bind them, or}
¢ to cast them into prison; neither}
. should they spit upon them, nor{
| smite them, nor cast them out of}
} their “synagogues, nor scourge them;
{ neither should they cast stones at

. them, but that they should have }
i free access to their houses, and also }
¢ their temples, and their ’sanctuaries. |

3 And thus they might go forth:

{ and preach the word according to §
their desires, for the king had been |
converted unto the Lord, and ®all }

{

{ his *household; therefore he sent
: his proclamation throughout the {
¢ land unto his people, that the word §
¢ of God might have no obstruction, |
{ but that it might go forth through- |
t out all the land, that his people{
I might be convinced concerning |
t the wicked ‘traditions of their
. fathers, and that they might be con- §
| vinced that they were all brethren, |
! and that they oug ’
. nor to plunder, nor to steal, nor fo {
‘ ry, nor to commit j
| ALY manner of w1(,kedness |
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proclamation, that Aaron and his
brethren went forth from “city to
city, and from one house of worship
to another, establishing churches,
and consecrating ’priests and teach-
ers throughout the land among the
Lamanites, to preach and to teach
the word of God among them;
and thus they began to have great
success.

5 And “thousands were brought
to the knowledge of the Lord,
yvea, thousands were brought to

It NOL O Mmurder, |

believe in the Ptraditions of the
Nephites; and they were taught the
‘records and prophecies which were
handed down even to the present
time.

6 And as sure as the Lord liveth, so
sure as many as believed, or as many
as were brought to the knowledge of
the truth, through the preaching
of Ammon and his brethren, accord-
ing to the spirit of revelation and
of prophecy, and the power of God
working “miracles in them—vea, I
say unto vou, as the Lord liveth, as
many of the Lamanites as believed
in their preaching, and were *con-
verted unto the Lord, ‘never did
fall away.

7 For they became a righteous peo-
ple; they did lay down the weapons
of their rebellion, that they did not
fight against God any more, neither
against any of their brethren.

8 Now, these are “they who were
converted unto the Lord:

9 The people of the Lamanites
who were in the land of Ishmael;

10 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the land
of *Middoni;

11 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the city of
Nephi;

12 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the land of
Shilom, and who were in the land
of Shemlon, and in the city of Lem-
uel, and in the city of Shimnilom.

13 And these are the names of the
cities of the Lamanites which were
“converted unto the Lord; and these
are they that laid down the weap-
ons of their rebellion, yvea, all their
weapons of war; and they were all
Lamanites.

14 And the AmaleKkites were not
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“converted, save only one; neither
were any of the "Amulonites; but they
did harden their hearts, and also
the hearts of the Lamanites in that
part of the land wheresoever they
dwelt, vea, and all their villages and
all their cities.

15 Therefore, we have named all
the cities of the Lamanites in which
they did repent and come to the
knowledge of the truth, and were
converted.

16 And now it came to pass that the
king and those who were converted
were desirous that they might have
a name, that thereby they might be
distinguished from their brethren;
therefore the king consulted with
Aaron and many of their priests, con-
cerning the name that they should
take upon them, that they might
be distinguished.

17 And it came to pass that they
called their names “Anti-Nephi-
Lehies; and they were called by
this name and were no more called
*Lamanites.

18 And they began to be a very
“industrious people; vea, and they
were friendly with the Nephites;
therefore, they did Popen a corre-
spondence with them, and the ‘curse
of God did no more follow them.,

CHAPTER 24

The Lamanites come against the people
of God—The Anti-Nephi-Lehies rejoice
in Christ and are visited by angels—
They choose to suffer death rather than
to defend themselves—More Lamanites
are converted. About 90-77 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the Amale-
kites and the Amulonites and the
Lamanites who were in the land
of “Amulon, and also in the land of
*Helam, and who were in the land
of ¢Jerusalem, and in fine, in all the
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“Chairman Honecker began, ‘We know members of your
Church believe in work; you’ve proven that. We know you
believe in the family; you’ve demonstrated that. We know you
are good citizens in whatever country you claim as home; we
have observed that. The floor is yours. Make your desires
known.’

“THe described the thousands of people that have visited our
temple grounds and open houses] We cannot answer
questions, and we cannot convey our feelings, because we
have no missionary representatives here as we do in other
countries. The young men and young women whom we would
like to have come to your country as missionary
representatives would love your nation and your people. More
particularly, they would leave an influence with your people
which would be ennobling. Then we would like to see young
men and young women from your nation who are members of
our Church serve as missionary representatives in many



our Church serve as missionary representatives in many
nations, such as in America, in Canada, and in a host of
others. They will return better prepared to assume positions
of responsibility in your land.’

“Chairman Honecker... smiled and addressed me and the
group, saying, ‘We know you. We trust you. We have had
experience with you. Your missionary request is approved.’

“My spirit literally soared out of the room. ..

“The black darkness of night had ended. The bright light of
day had dawned. The gospel of Jesus Christ would now be
carried to the millions of people in that nation. Their questions
concerning the Church will be answered, and the Kingdom of
God will go forth.”

(President Thomas S. Monson in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 68—-69; or
Ensign, May 1989, 562-53).



land of Nephi and the land of Zara-
hemla were nearly surrounded by
water, there being a small *neck of
land between the land northward
and the land southward.

33 And it came to pass that the
Nephites had inhabited the land
Bountiful, even from the east unto
the west sea, and thus the Nephites
in their wisdom, with their guards
and their armies, had hemmed in
the Lamanites on the south, that
thereby they should have no more
possession on the north, that they
might not overrun the land north-
ward.

34 Therefore the Lamanites could
have no more possessions only in
the land of Nephi, and the wilder-
ness round about. Now this was
wisdom in the Nephites—as the
Lamanites were an enemy to them,
they would not suffer their afflictions
on every hand, and also that they
might have a country whither
they might flee, according to their
desires.

35 And now I, after having said
this, return again to the account
of Ammon and Aaron, Omncr and
Himni, and their brethren.

CHAPTER 23

Religious freedom is proclaimed—The
Lamanites in seven lands and cities
are converted—They call themselves
Anti-Nephi-Lehies and are freed from
the curse—1'he Amalekites and the
Amulonites reject the truth. About
90-77 B.C.

BEHOLD, now it came to pass that
the king of the Lamanites sent a
aproclamation among all his people,
that they should not lay their hands
on Ammon, or Aaron, or Omner, or
Himni, nor either of their brethren
who should go forth preaching the
word of God, in whatsoever place
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they should be, in any part of their
land.

2 Yea, he sent a decree among
them, that they should not lay their
hands on them to bind them, or
to cast them into prison; neither
should they spit upon them, nor
smite them, nor cast them out of
their “synagogues, nor scourge them;
neither should they cast stones at
them, but that they should have
free access to their houses, and also
their temples, and their ’sanctuaries.

3 And thus they might go forth
and preach the word according to
their desires, for the King had been
converted unto the Lord, and ¢all
his *household; therefore he sent
his proclamation throughout the
land unto his people, that the word
of God might have no obstruction,
but that it might go forth through-
out all the land, that his people
might be convinced concerning
the wicked “traditions of their
fathers, and that they might be con-
vinced that they were all brethren,
and that they ought not to murder,
nor to plunder, nor to steal, nor to
commit adultery, nor to commit
any manner of wickedness.

4 And now it came to pass that
when the king had sent forth this
proclamation, that Aaron and his
brethren went forth from “city to
city, and from one house of worship
to another, establishing churches,
and consecrating ’priests and teach-
ers throughout the land among the
Lamanites, to preach and to teach
the word of God among them;
and thus they began to have great

| 5 And “thousands were brought
{ to the knowledge of the Lord, |
t yea, thousands were brought to |

| believe in the *traditions of the }
i Nephites; and they were taught the |
{ ‘records and prophecies which were |
! handed down even to the present |
[ time. !
6 And as sure as the Lord liveth, so ¢
{ sure as many as believed, or as many |
t as were brought to the knowledge of |
¢ the truth, through the preaching
of Ammon and his brethren, accord-
i ing to the spirit of revelation and §
{ of prophecy, and the power of God §
¢t working “miracles in them—vea, I §
{ say unto vou, as the Lord liveth, as
¢ many of the Lamanites as believed 3}
' in their preaching, and were con- |
¢ verted unto the Lord, ‘never did |
| fall away. R N

ple; they did lay down the weapons
of their rebellion, that they did not
fight against God any more, neither
against any of their brethren.

8 Now, these are “they who were
converted unto the Lord:

9 The people of the Lamanites
who were in the land of Ishmael;

10 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the land
of *Middoni;

11 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the city of
Nephi;

12 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the land of
Shilom, and who were in the land
of Shemlon, and in the city of Lem-
uel, and in the city of Shimnilom.

13 And these are the names of the
cities of the Lamanites which were
“converted unto the Lord; and these
are they that laid down the weap-
ons of their rebellion, yvea, all their
weapons of war; and they were all
Lamanites.

14 And the Amalekites were not
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“converted, save only one; neither
were any of the "Amulonites; but they
did harden their hearts, and also
the hearts of the Lamanites in that
part of the land wheresoever they
dwelt, vea, and all their villages and
all their cities.

15 Therefore, we have named all
the cities of the Lamanites in which
they did repent and come to the
knowledge of the truth, and were
converted.

16 And now it came to pass that the
king and those who were converted
were desirous that they might have
a name, that thereby they might be
distinguished from their brethren;
therefore the king consulted with
Aaron and many of their priests, con-
cerning the name that they should
take upon them, that they might
be distinguished.

17 And it came to pass that they
called their names “Anti-Nephi-
Lehies; and they were called by
this name and were no more called
*Lamanites.

18 And they began to be a very
“industrious people; vea, and they
were friendly with the Nephites;
therefore, they did Popen a corre-
spondence with them, and the ‘curse
of God did no more follow them.,

CHAPTER 24

The Lamanites come against the people
of God—The Anti-Nephi-Lehies rejoice
in Christ and are visited by angels—
They choose to suffer death rather than
to defend themselves—More Lamanites
are converted. About 90-77 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the Amale-
kites and the Amulonites and the
Lamanites who were in the land
of “Amulon, and also in the land of
*Helam, and who were in the land
of ¢Jerusalem, and in fine, in all the
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land of Nephi and the land of Zara-
hemla were nearly surrounded by
water, there being a small *neck of
land between the land northward
and the land southward.

33 And it came to pass that the
Nephites had inhabited the land
Bountiful, even from the east unto
the west sea, and thus the Nephites
in their wisdom, with their guards
and their armies, had hemmed in
the Lamanites on the south, that
thereby they should have no more
possession on the north, that they
might not overrun the land north-
ward.

34 Therefore the Lamanites could
have no more possessions only in
the land of Nephi, and the wilder-
ness round about. Now this was
wisdom in the Nephites—as the
Lamanites were an enemy to them,
they would not suffer their afflictions
on every hand, and also that they
might have a country whither
they might flee, according to their
desires.

35 And now I, after having said
this, return again to the account
of Ammon and Aaron, Omncr and
Himni, and their brethren.

CHAPTER 23

Religious freedom is proclaimed—The
Lamanites in seven lands and cities
are converted—They call themselves
Anti-Nephi-Lehies and are freed from
the curse—1'he Amalekites and the
Amulonites reject the truth. About
90-77 B.C.

BEHOLD, now it came to pass that
the king of the Lamanites sent a
aproclamation among all his people,
that they should not lay their hands
on Ammon, or Aaron, or Omner, or
Himni, nor either of their brethren
who should go forth preaching the
word of God, in whatsoever place
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they should be, in any part of their
land.

2 Yea, he sent a decree among
them, that they should not lay their
hands on them to bind them, or
to cast them into prison; neither
should they spit upon them, nor
smite them, nor cast them out of
their “synagogues, nor scourge them;
neither should they cast stones at
them, but that they should have
free access to their houses, and also
their temples, and their ’sanctuaries.

3 And thus they might go forth
and preach the word according to
their desires, for the King had been
converted unto the Lord, and ¢all
his *household; therefore he sent
his proclamation throughout the
land unto his people, that the word
of God might have no obstruction,
but that it might go forth through-
out all the land, that his people
might be convinced concerning
the wicked “traditions of their
fathers, and that they might be con-
vinced that they were all brethren,
and that they ought not to murder,
nor to plunder, nor to steal, nor to
commit adultery, nor to commit
any manner of wickedness.

4 And now it came to pass that
when the king had sent forth this
proclamation, that Aaron and his
brethren went forth from “city to
city, and from one house of worship
to another, establishing churches,
and consecrating ’priests and teach-
ers throughout the land among the
Lamanites, to preach and to teach
the word of God among them;
and thus they began to have great
success.

5 And “thousands were brought
to the knowledge of the Lord,
yvea, thousands were brought to

believe in the Ptraditions of the
Nephites; and they were taught the
‘records and prophecies which were
handed down even to the present
time.

6 And as sure as the Lord liveth, so
sure as many as believed, or as many
as were brought to the knowledge of
the truth, through the preaching
of Ammon and his brethren, accord-
ing to the spirit of revelation and
of prophecy, and the power of God
working “miracles in them—vea, I
say unto vou, as the Lord liveth, as
many of the Lamanites as believed
in their preaching, and were *con-
verted unto the Lord, ‘never did
fall away.

7 For they became a righteous peo-
ple; they did lay down the weapons
of their rebellion, that they did not
fight against God any more, neither
against any of their brethren.

8 Now, these are “they who were
converted unto the Lord:

9 The people of the Lamanites
who were in the land of Ishmael;

10 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the land
of *Middoni;

11 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the city of
Nephi;

12 And also of the people of the
Lamanites who were in the land of
Shilom, and who were in the land
of Shemlon, and in the city of Lem-
uel, and in the city of Shimnilom.

13 And these are the names of the
cities of the Lamanites which were
“converted unto the Lord; and these
are they that laid down the weap-
ons of their rebellion, yvea, all their
weapons of war; and they were all
Lamanites.

14 And the AmaleKkites were not
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“converted saveonl 7 one; neither
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the hearts of the Lamanites in that
part of the land wheresoever they
dwelt, vea, and all their villages and
all their cities.

15 Therefore, we have named all
the cities of the Lamanites in which
they did repent and come to the
knowledge of the truth, and were

i king and those who were converted }
! were desirous that they might have #
¢ aname, that thereby they might be |
| distinguished from their brethren; |
¢ therefore the king consulted with }
{ Aaron and many of their priests, con- }
i cerning the name that they should |
! take upon them, that they might }
¢ be distinguished.
17 And it came to pass that they |
i called their names “Anti-Nephi-
¢t Lehies; and they were called by}
¢ this name and were no more called §
| *Lamanites. ?
t 18 And they began to be a very i
| “mdustrlous people; yea, and they §
i were friendly wi |
{ therefore, they did Popen a corre- |
¢ spondence with them, and the ‘curse !
of God dld no more follow them

‘CHAPTER 24

The Lamanites come against the people
of God—The Anti-Nephi-Lehies rejoice
in Christ and are visited by angels—
They choose to suffer death rather than
to defend themselves—More Lamanites
are converted. About 90-77 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the Amale-
kites and the Amulonites and the
Lamanites who were in the land
of “Amulon, and also in the land of
*Helam, and who were in the land
of ¢Jerusalem, and in fine, in all the

1 the Nephites; §

|



“converted, save only one; neither
were any of the "Amulonites; but they
did harden their hearts, and also
the hearts of the Lamanites in that
part of the land wheresoever they
dwelt, vea, and all their villages and
all their cities.

15 Therefore, we have named all
the cities of the Lamanites in which
they did repent and come to the
knowledge of the truth, and were
converted.

16 And now it came to pass that the
king and those who were converted
were desirous that they might have
a name, that thereby they might be
distinguished from their brethren;
therefore the king consulted with
Aaron and many of their priests, con-
cerning the name that they should
take upon them, that they might
be distinguished.

17 And it came to pass that they
called their names “Anti-Nephi-
Lehies; and they were called by
this name and were no more called
*Lamanites.

18 And they began to be a very
“industrious people; vea, and they
were friendly with the Nephites;
therefore, they did Popen a corre-
spondence with them, and the ‘curse
of God did no more follow them.,

CHAPTER 24

The Lamanites come against the people
of God—The Anti-Nephi-Lehies rejoice
in Christ and are visited by angels—
They choose to suffer death rather than
to defend themselves—More Lamanites
are converted. About 90-77 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the Amale-
kites and the Amulonites and the
Lamanites who were in the land
of “Amulon, and also in the land of
*Helam, and who were in the land
of ¢Jerusalem, and in fine, in all the

i 6 Now there was not one soul |
among all the people who had been §
i converted unto the Lord that would §
' take up arms against their brethren; |
i nay, they would not even make any |
| preparations for war; yea, and also §
1 tlﬁeir king commanded them that j
' the

land round about, who had not been
converted and had not taken upon
them the name of ‘Anti-Nephi-Lehi,
were stirred up by the Amalekites
and by the Amulonites to anger
against their brethren.

2 And their hatred became ex-
ceedingly sore against them, even
insomuch that they began to rebel
against their king, insomuch that
they would not that he should be
their king; therefore, they took up
arms against the people of Anti-
Nephi-Lehi.

3 Now the king conferred the King-
dom upon his son, and he called his

4 And the King died in that self-
same year that the Lamanites be-
gan to make preparations for war
against the people of God.

5 Now when Ammon and his breth-
ren and all those who had come up
with him saw the preparations of
the Lamanites to destroy their breth-
ren, they came forth to the land of
Midian, and there Ammon met all
his brethren; and from thence they
came to the land of Ishmael that
they might hold a “council with
Lamoni and also with his brother
Anti-Nephi-Lehi, what they should
do to de;fend themselves against the
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he said unto the people concern-
ing the matter: 1 thank my God,
my beloved people, that our great
God has in goodness sent these our
brethren, the Nephites, unto us to
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Lehies Will Not Take Up Arms

Anti-Neph

King Anti-Nephi-Lehi’s Address to His People

prcach unto us, and to convincce us of
the “traditions of our wicked fathers.

8 And behold, I thank my great
God that he has given us a portion
of his Spirit to soften our hearts, that
we have “opened a correspondence
with these brethren, the Nephites.

9 And behold, I also thank my God,
that by opening this correspon-
dence we have been convinced of
our 4sins, and of the many murders
which we have committed.

10 And I also thank my God, yea,
my great God, that he hath granted
unto us that we might repent of
these things, and also that he hath
“forgiven us of those our many sins
and murders which we have com-
mitted, and taken away the bguilt
from our hearts, through the mer-
its of his Son.

11 And now behold, my brethren,
since it has been all that we could
do (as we were the most lost of all
mankind) to repent of all our sins
and the many murders which we
have committed, and to get God to
“take them away from our hearts,
for it was all we could do to repent
sufficiently before God that he
would take away our stain—

12 Now, my best beloved breth-
ren, since God hath taken away
our stains, and our swords have be-
come bright, then let us stain our
swords no more with the blood of
our brethren.

13 Behold, I say unto you, Nay, let
us retain our swords that they be
not stained with the blood of our
brethren; for perhaps, if we should
stain our swords “again they can no
more be *washed bright through
the blood of the Son of our great
God, which shall be shed for the
atonement of our sins.

14 And the great God has had
mercy on us, and made these things

known unto us that wc¢ might not
perish; yea, and he has made these
things known unto us beforehand,
because he loveth our “souls as well
as he loveth our children; therefore,
in his mercy he doth visit us by his
angels, that the ’plan of salvation
might be made known unto us as
well as unto future generations.

15 Oh, how merciful is our God!
And now behold, since it has been
as much as we could do to get our
stains taken away from us, and our
swords are made bright, let us *hide
them away that they may be kept
bright, as a testimony to our God at
the last day, or at the day that we
shall be brought to stand before
him to be judged, that we have not
stained our swords in the blood of
our brethren since he imparted
his word unto us and has made us
bclean thereby.

16 And now, my brethren, if our
brethren seek to destroy us, behold,
we will hide away our swords, yea,
even we will bury them deep in the
earth, that they may be kept bright,
as a testimony that we have never
used them, at the last day; and if
our brethren destroy us, behold,
we shall go to our God and shall
be saved.

17 And now it came to pass that
when the king had made an end of
these sayings, and all the people
were assembled together, they took
their swords, and all the weapons
which were used for the shedding
of man’s blood, and they did “bury
them up deep in the earth.

18 And this they did, it being in
their view a testimony to God, and
also to men, that they “never would
use weapons again for the shedding
of man’s blood; and this they did,
vouching and ’covenanting with
God, that rather than shed the
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Ammon Teaches the Gospel to King Lamoni



“For some reason we think the Atonement of Christ
applies only at the end of mortal life to redemption from
the Fall, from spiritual death. It is much more than that. It
IS an ever-present power to call upon In everyday life.
When we are racked or harrowed up or tormented by
guilt or burdened with grief, He can heal us. While we do
not fully understand how the Atonement of Christ was
made, we can experience ‘the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding’ [Philippians 4:7]. ...

“We all make mistakes. Sometimes we harm ourselves
and seriously injure others in ways that we alone cannot
repair. We break things that we alone cannot fix. It is
then In our nature to feel guilt and humiliation and
suffering, which we alone cannot cure. That is when the
healing power of the Atonement will help.

“The Lord said, ‘Behold, I, God, have suffered these



and seriously injure others in ways that we alone cannot
repair. We break things that we alone cannot fix. It is
then In our nature to feel guilt and humiliation and
suffering, which we alone cannot cure. That is when the
healing power of the Atonement will help.

“The Lord said, ‘Behold, I, God, have suffered these
things for all, that they might not suffer if they would
repent’ [D&C 19:16]. ...

“The Atonement has practical, personal, everyday value;
apply 1t in your life. It can be activated with so simple a
beginning as prayer. You will not thereafter be free from
trouble and mistakes but can erase the guilt through
repentance and be at peace”

(President Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Apr. 2001, 28-29; or
Ensign, May 2001, 23-24).



“converted, save only one; neither
were any of the "Amulonites; but they
did harden their hearts, and also
the hearts of the Lamanites in that
part of the land wheresoever they
dwelt, vea, and all their villages and
all their cities.

15 Therefore, we have named all
the cities of the Lamanites in which
they did repent and come to the
knowledge of the truth, and were
converted.

16 And now it came to pass that the
king and those who were converted
were desirous that they might have
a name, that thereby they might be
distinguished from their brethren;
therefore the king consulted with
Aaron and many of their priests, con-
cerning the name that they should
take upon them, that they might
be distinguished.

17 And it came to pass that they
called their names “Anti-Nephi-
Lehies; and they were called by
this name and were no more called
*Lamanites.

18 And they began to be a very
“industrious people; vea, and they
were friendly with the Nephites;
therefore, they did Popen a corre-
spondence with them, and the ‘curse
of God did no more follow them.,

CHAPTER 24

The Lamanites come against the people
of God—The Anti-Nephi-Lehies rejoice
in Christ and are visited by angels—
They choose to suffer death rather than
to defend themselves—More Lamanites
are converted. About 90-77 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the Amale-
kites and the Amulonites and the
Lamanites who were in the land
of “Amulon, and also in the land of
*Helam, and who were in the land
of ¢Jerusalem, and in fine, in all the

land round about, who had not been
converted and had not taken upon
them the name of ‘Anti-Nephi-Lehi,
were stirred up by the Amalekites
and by the Amulonites to anger
against their brethren.

2 And their hatred became ex-
ceedingly sore against them, even
insomuch that they began to rebel
against their king, insomuch that
they would not that he should be
their king; therefore, they took up
arms against the people of Anti-
Nephi-Lehi.

3 Now the king conferred the King-
dom upon his son, and he called his
name Anti-Nephi-Lehi.

4 And the king died in that self-
same year that the Lamanites be-
gan to make preparations for war
against the people of God.

5 Now when Ammon and his breth-
ren and all those who had come up
with him saw the preparations of
the Lamanites to destroy their breth-
ren, they came forth to the land of
Midian, and there Ammon met all
his brethren; and from thence they
came to the land of Ishmael that
they might hold a “council with
Lamoni and also with his brother
Anti-Nephi-Lehi, what they should
do to defend themselves against the
Lamanites.

6 Now there was not one soul
among all the people who had been
converted unto the Lord that would
take up arms against their brethren;
nay, they would not even make any
preparations for war; vea, and also
their king commanded them that
they should not.

7 Now, these are the words which
he said unto the people concern-
ing the matter: 1 thank my God,
my beloved people, that our great
God has in goodness sent these our
brethren, the Nephites, unto us to
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prcach unto us, and to convince us of |

the “traditions of our wicked fathers.

8 And behold, I thank my great |

God that he has given us a portion
of his Spirit to soften our hearts, that

we have “opened a correspondence

with these brethren, the Nephites.

9 And behold,Ialso thank my God, §
that by opening this correspon- |
dence we have been convinced of §

our %sins, and of the many murders
which we have committed.

10 And I also thank my God, yea,

my great God, that he hath granted §

unto us that we might repent of
these things, and also that he hath
“forgiven us of those our many sins
and murders which we have com-

mitted, and taken away the bguilt } |
stained our swords in the blood of §
! our brethren since he imparted
i his word unto us and has made us
| bclean thereby.

16 And now, my brethren, if our §
{ brethrenseek to destroy us, behold, |
. we will hide away our swords, yea, |
. even we will bury them deep in the §
} earth, that they may be kept bright, }
{ as a testimony that we have never
' used them, at the last day; and if §
. our brethren destroy us, behold, §
we shall go to our God and shall |
t be saved.
17 And now it came to pass that }
{ when the king had made an end of }
' these sayings, and all the people }
. were assembled together, they took |
their swords, and all the weapons }
which were used for the shedding j
of man’s blood, and they did “bury ¢
i them up deep in the earth. !
18 And this they did, it being in }
I their view a testimony to God, and
. also to men, that they “never would ¢
{ use weapons again for the shedding |
atonementofoursins. | of man’s blood; and this they did, j
i 14 And the great God has had }

i_mercy on us, and made these things §

from our hearts, through the mer-
its of his Son.

11 And now behold, my brethren,
since it has been all that we could

do (as we were the most lost of all §

mankind) to repent of all our sins
and the many murders which we

have committed, and to get God to |

“take them away from our hearts,
for it was all we could do to repent
sufficiently before God that he
would take away our stain—

12 Now, my best beloved breth- §

ren, since God hath taken away

our stains, and our swords have be- |

come bright, then let us stain our
swords no more with the blood of
our brethren.

13 Behold, I say unto you, Nay, let }
us retain our swords that they be }
not stained with the blood of our |

brethren; for perhaps, if we should

stain our swords “again they can no §

more be *washed bright through
the blood of the Son of our great
God, which shall lqe shed for the

CMEnt O OUr SINS.

- known unto us that wc might not |
. perish; yea, and he has made these }
things known unto us beforehand, §
. because he loveth our “souls as well ¢
. as he loveth our children; therefore,
- in his mercy he doth visit us by his }
- angels, that the ’plan of salvation §
might be made known unto us as §

well as unto future generations.

15 Oh, how merciful is our God! |
{ And now behold, since it has been !
. as much as we could do to get our §
| stains taken away from us, and our §
swords are made bright, let us *hide !
! them away that they may be kept !
. bright, as a testimony to our God at §
. the last day, or at the day that we |
f shall be brought to stand before §

him to be judged, that we have not !

g

vouching and °’covenanting with |
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. known unto us that we might not |
- perish; yea, and he has made these }
{ things known unto us beforehand, §
. because he loveth our “souls as well }
. as he loveth our children; therefore, !
- in his mercy he doth visit us by his }
| angels, that the °plan of salvation §
1y God, | might be made known unto us as §
espon- |
ced of
urders |
. as much as we could do to get our }
| stains taken away from us, and our §
swords are made bright, let us *hide !

well as unto future generations.

15 Oh, how merciful is our God!

And now behold, since it has been

them away that they may be kept ¢

. bright, as a testimony to our God at §
. the last day, or at the day that we |
i shall be brought to stand before §
> bouilt | |
i stained our swords in the blood of §
{ our brethren since he imparted §
' his word unto us and has made us
- Pclean thereby.
16 And now, my brethren, if our §
{ brethrenseek to destroy us, behold, |
' we will hide away our swords, yea, }
{ even we will bury them deep in the §
earth, that they may be kept bright, ?
{ as a testimony that we have never |
' used them, at the last day; and if §
. our brethren destroy us, behold, }
we shall go to our God and shall
i be saved.
17 And now it came to pass that }
{ when the king had made an end of §
! these sayings, and all the people §
. were assembled together, they took |
their swords, and all the weapons }
t which were used for the shedding
of man’s blood, and they did “bury §
. them up deep in the earth. !
18 And this they did, it being in }
i their view a testimony to God, and ;
also to men, that they “never would
i use weapons again for the shedding §
t of man’s blood; and this they did, |
1s had ! vouching and ’covenanting with |
God, that rather than shed the j

him to be judged, that we have not |
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{ blood of their brethren they would }
t ‘give up their own lives; and rather §
i than take away from a brother they |
- would give unto him; and rather ;
t than spend their days in idleness §
{ they would labor abundantly with §
¢ their hands. g
i 19 And thus we see that, when |
i these Lamanites were brought to §
' “believe and to know the truth, they §
¢ were °firm, and would suffer even }
i unto death rather than commit sin; §
¢ and thus we see that they buried §
| their weapons of peace, or they bur- |
iied the wea

pons of for

J An
brethren, the Lamanites, made pre-
parations for war, and came up to
the land of Nephi for the purpose
of destroying the king, and to place
“another in his stead, and also of
destroying the people of Anti-
Nephi-Lehi out of the land.

21 Now when the people saw that
they were coming against them they
went out to meet them, and “pros-
trated themselves before them to the
earth, and began to call on the name
of the Lord; and thus they were
in this attitude when the Laman-
ites began to fall upon them, and
began to slay them with the sword.

22 And thus without meeting any
resistance, they did slay a “thousand
and five of them; and we know that
they are blessed, for they have gone
to dwell with their God.

23 Now when the Lamanites saw
that their brethren would not flee
from the sword, neither would they
turn aside to the right hand or to the
left, but that they would lie down
and “perish, and praised God even
in the very act of perishing under
the sword—

24 Now when the Lamanites saw

ons of war, for peace. }
It came to pass that their

this they did *forbear from slaying
them; and there were many whose
hearts had ’swollen in them for those
of their brethren who had fallen
under the sword, for they repented
of the things which they had done.

25 And it came to pass that they
threw down their weapons of war,
and they would not take them
again, for they were stung for the
murders which they had committed;
and they came down even as their
brethren, relying upon the mercies
of those whose arms were lifted to
slay them,

26 And it came to pass that the
people of God were joined that day
by more than the number who had
been slain; and those who had been
slain were righteous people, there-
fore we have no reason to doubt but
what they were “saved.

27 And there was not a wicked man
slain among them; but there were
more than a thousand brought to
the knowledge of the truth; thus we
see that the Lord worketh in many
*ways to the salvation of his people.

28 Now the greatest number of
those of the Lamanites who slew so
many of their brethren were Amale-
Kites and Amulonites, the greatest
number of whom were after the
“order of the *Nehors.

29 Now, among those who joined
the people of the Lord, there were
“none who were Amalekites or Amu-
lonites, or who were of the order of
Nehor, but they were actual descen-
dants of Laman and Lemuel.

30 And thus we can plainly dis-
cern, that after a people have been
once “enlightened by the ?Spirit of
God, and have had great ‘knowledge
of things pertaining to righteous-
ness, and then have ‘fallen away into
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sin and transgression, they become
more *hardened, and thus their state
becomes ‘worse than though they
had never known these things.

CHAPTER 25

Lamanite aggressions spread—The
seed of the priests of Noah perish as
Abinadi prophesied—Many Laman-
ites are converted and join the people
of Anti-Nephi-Lehi—They believe in
Christ and keep the law of Moses. About
90-77 B.C.

AND behold, now it came to pass
that those Lamanites were more
angry because they had slain their
brethren; therefore they swore
vengeance upon the Nephites; and
they did “no more attempt to slay
the people of PAnti-Nephi-Lehi at
that time.

2 But they took their armies and
went over into the borders of the
land of Zarahemla, and fell upon
the people who were in the land of
Ammonihah and “destroyed them.

3 And after that, they had “many
battles with the Nephites, in the
which they were driven and slain.

4 And among the Lamanites who
were slain were almost all the “seed
of Amulon and his brethren, who
were the priests of Noah, and they
were slain by the hands of the
Nephites;

5 And the remainder, having fled
into the east wilderness, and hav-
ing usurped the power and “au-
thority over the Lamanites, caused
that many of the Lamanites should
bperish by fire because of their
belief—

6 For many of “them, after having
suffered much loss and so many
afflictions, began to be stirred
up in remembrance of the *words
which Aaron and his brethren had
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“In abandoning sin one cannot merely wish for better
conditions. He must make them... He must be certain
not only that he has abandoned the sin but that he has
changed the situations surrounding the sin. He should
avoid the places and conditions and circumstances
where the sin occurred, for these could most readily
breed it again... He must eliminate anything which would
stir the old memories”

(President Spencer W. Kimball, “The Miracle of Forgiveness” [1969],
171-72).



“1 invite you to commit to a lifelong process of
discipleship. Make and keep covenants. Throw your old
ways Iinto deep, churning waterfalls. Completely bury
your weapons of rebellion with no handles sticking out.
Because of the Atonement of Jesus Christ, making
covenants with a real intent to reliably honor them wiill
bless your life forever. You will become more like the
Savior as you always remember Him, follow Him, and
adore Him.”

(Dale G. Renlund - Oct 2079 GC)
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known unto us that we¢ might not
perish; yea, and he has made these
things known unto us beforehand,
because he loveth our “souls as well
as he loveth our children; therefore,
in his mercy he doth visit us by his
angels, that the *plan of salvation
might be made known unto us as
well as unto future generations.

15 Oh, how merciful is our God!
And now behold, since it has been
as much as we could do to get our
stains taken away from us, and our
swords are made bright, let us *hide
them away that they may be kept
bright, as a testimony to our God at
the last day, or at the day that we
shall be brought to stand before
him to be judged, that we have not
stained our swords in the blood of
our brethren since he imparted
his word unto us and has made us
bclean thereby.

16 And now, my brethren, if our
brethren seek to destroy us, behold,
we will hide away our swords, yea,
even we will bury them deep in the
earth, that they may be kept bright,
as a testimony that we have never
used them, at the last day; and if
our brethren destroy us, behold,
we shall go to our God and shall
be saved.

17 And now it came to pass that
when the king had made an end of
these sayings, and all the people
were assembled together, they took
their swords, and all the weapons
which were used for the shedding
of man’s blood, and they did “bury
them up deep in the earth.

18 And this they did, it being in
their view a testimony to God, and
also to men, that they “never would
use weapons again for the shedding
of man’s blood; and this they did,
vouching and Pcovenanting with
God, that rather than shed the
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blood of their brethren they would
coive up their own lives; and rather
than take away from a brother they
would give unto him; and rather
than spend their days in idleness
they would labor abundantly with
their hands.

19 And thus we see that, when
these Lamanites were brought to
“believe and to know the truth, they
were °firm, and would suffer even
unto death rather than commit sin;
and thus we see that they buried
their weapons of peace, or they bur-
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| 20 And it came to pass ‘that their | |
¢ brethren, the Lamanites, made pre- {}
para.tions for war, and came up to |
- the land of Nephi for the purpose |
i of destroying the king, and to place |
t “another in his stead, and also of |
t destroying the people of Anti- |
{ Nephi-Lehi out of the land.
t 21 Now when the people saw that |
i they were coming against them they |
. went out to meet them, and “pros- |
i trated themselves before them to the |
; earth, and began to call on the name |
- of the Lord; and thus they were |
¢ in this attitude when the Laman- |
i ites began to fall upon them, and |
: began to slay them with the sword. |
{ 22 And thus without meeting any |
' resistance, they did slay a “thousand |
i and five of them; and we know that |
¢ they are blessed, for they have gone |
i to dwell with their God.
¢t 23 Now when the Lamanites saw §
| that their brethren would not flee |
¢t from the sword, neither would they {,.dan
: turn aside to the right hand or to the | »;

i left, but that they would lie down {i
! and “perish, and ?praised God even
i in the very act of perishing under |
i the sword—
{ 24 Now when the Lamanites saw |
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 them; and there were many whose |
t hearts had ’swollen in them for those §
- of their brethren who had fallen |
t under the sword, for they repented #
{ of the things which they had done. }
{ 25 And it came to pass that they
threw down their weapons of war, |
tand they would not take them }
i again, for they were stung for the
t murders which they had committed;
'and they came down even as their |
t brethren, relying upon the mercies |
1 of those whose arms were lifted to !
1islay them, §

26 And it came to pass that the |
people of God were joined that day |
{ by more than the number who had
{ been slain; and those who had been |
it slain were righteous people, there- 3
i fore we have no reason to doubt but |
t what they were “saved. :
t 27 And there was not a wicked man |
i slain among them; but there were
. more than a thousand brought to |
t the knowledge of the truth; thus we ¢
' see that the Lord worketh in many |
i “ways to the salvation of his people. |

28 Now the greatest number O
those of the Lamanites who slew so
many of their brethren were Amale-
Kites and Amulonites, the greatest
number of whom were after the
“order of the ®*Nehors.

29 Now, among those who joined
the people of the Lord, there were

! “none who were AmaleKites or Amu-

lonites, or who were of the order of
Nehor but they were actual descen-
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God, and have had great ‘knowledge
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{ sin and transgression, they become £
i more ‘hardened, and thus their state §
 becomes 'worse than though they §
had never known these thlngs

" CHAPTER 25

Lamanite aggressions spread—The
seed of the priests of Noah perish as
Abinadi prophesied—Many Laman-
ites are converted and join the people
of Anti-Nephi-Lehi—They believe in
Christ and keep the law of Moses. About
90-77 B.C.

AND behold, now it came to pass
that those Lamanites were more
angry because they had slain their
brethren; therefore they swore
vengeance upon the Nephites; and
they did “no more attempt to slay
the people of YAnti-Nephi-Lehi at
that time.

2 But they took their armies and
went over into the borders of the
land of Zarahemla, and fell upon
the people who were in the land of
Ammonihah and “destroyed them.

3 And after that, they had “many
battles with the Nephites, in the
which they were driven and slain.

4 And among the Lamanites who
were slain were almost all the “seed
of Amulon and his brethren, who
were the priests of Noah, and they
were slain by the hands of the
Nephites;

5 And the remainder, having fled
into the east wilderness, and hav-
ing usurped the power and “au-
thority over the Lamanites, caused
that many of the Lamanites should
bperish by fire because of their
belief—

6 For many of “them, after having
suffered much loss and so many
afflictions, began to be stirred
up in remembrance of the *words
which Aaron and his brethren had
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A brother Isaac Behunin once told the Prophet Joseph Smith, “‘If | should
leave this Church | would not do as those men have done: | would go to
some remote place where Mormonism had never been heard of, settle
down, and no one would ever learn that | knew anything about it.’

“The great Seer immediately replied: ‘Brother Behunin, you don’t know
what you would do. No doubt these men once thought as you do. Before
you joined this Church you stood on neutral ground. When the gospel was
preached, good and evil were set before you. You could choose either or
neither. There were two opposite masters inviting you to serve them. When
vou joined this Church you enlisted to serve God. When you did that you
left the neutral ground, and you never can get back on to it. Should you
forsake the Master you enlisted to serve, it will be by the instigation of the
evil one, and you will follow his dictation and be his servant’

(leachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 324).



sin and transgression, they become
more ‘hardened, and thus their state
becomes 'worse than though they
had never known these things.

CHAPTER 25

Lamanite aggressions spread—The
seed of the priests of Noah perish as
Abinadi prophesied—Many Laman-
ites are converted and join the people
of Anti-Nephi-Lehi—They believe in
Christ and keep the law of Moses. About
90-77 B.C.

AND behold, now it came to pass
that those Lamanites were more
angry because they had slain their
brethren; therefore they swore
vengeance upon the Nephites; and
they did “no more attempt to slay
the people of YAnti-Nephi-Lehi at
that time.

2 But they took their armies and
went over into the borders of the
land of Zarahemla, and fell upon
the people who were in the land of
Ammonihah and *destroyed them.

3 And after that, they had “many
battles with the Nephites, in the
which they were driven and slain.

4 And among the Lamanites who
were slain were almost all the “seed
of Amulon and his brethren, who
were the priests of Noah, and they
were slain by the hands of the
Nephites;

5 And the remainder, having fled
into the east wilderness, and hav-
ing usurped the power and “au-
thority over the Lamanites, caused
that many of the Lamanites should
bperish by fire because of their
belief—

6 For many of “them, after having
suffered much loss and so many
afflictions, began to be stirred
up in remembrance of the *words
which Aaron and his brethren had

preached to them in their land;
therefore they began to disbelieve
the ctraditions of their fathers, and
to believe in the Lord, and that he
gave great power unto the Nephites;
and thus there were many of them
converted in the wilderness.

7 And it came to pass that those
rulers who were the remnant of
the children of “Amulon caused
that they should be put to *death,
yea, all those that believed in these
things.

8 Now this martyrdom caused that
many of their brethren should be
stirred up to anger; and there began
to be contention in the wilderness;
and the Lamanites began to “hunt
the seed of Amulon and his breth-
ren and began to slay them; and
they fled into the east wilderness.

9 And behold they are hunted at
this day by the Lamanites. Thus
the words of Abinadi were brought
to pass, which he said concerning
the seed of the priests who caused
that he should suffer death by fire.

10 For he said unto them: What ye
shall “do unto me shall be a type
of things to come.

11 And now Abinadi was the first
that suffered “death by fire because
of his belief in God; now this is
what he meant, that many should
suffer death by fire, according as
he had suffered.

12 And he said unto the priests of
Noah that their seed should cause
many to be put to death, in the
like manner as he was, and that
they should be scattered abroad
and slain, even as a sheep having
no shepherd is driven and slain by
wild beasts; and now behold, these
words were verified, for they were
driven by the Lamanites, and they
were hunted, and they were smitten.

13 And it came to pass that when

1

ts of Noah
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the Pr

More Lamanites are Converted

Abinadi’s Prophecy is Fulfilled Re

the Lamanites saw that they could
not overpower the Nephites they re-
turned again to their own land; and
many of them came over to dwell in
the land of ¢Ishmael and the land
of Nephi, and did join themselves
to the people of God, who were the
people of PAnti-Nephi-Lehi.

14 And they did also “bury their
weapons of war, according as their
brethren had, and they began to be
a righteous people; and they did
walk in the ways of the Lord, and
did observe to keep his command-
ments and his statutes.

15 Yea, and they did keep the law
of Moses; for it was expedient that
they should keep the law of Moses
as yet, for it was not all fulfilled. But
notwithstanding the “law of Moses,
they did look forward to the coming
of Christ, considering that the law
of Moses was a °type of his coming,
and believing that they must keep
those outward ¢performances until
the time that he should be revealed
unto them.

16 Now they did not suppose
that “salvation came by the Plaw
of Moses; but the law of Moses did
serve to strengthen their faith in
Christ; and thus they did retain a
‘hope through faith, unto eternal
salvation, relying upon the spirit
of prophecy, which spake of those
things to come.

17 And now behold, Ammon, and
Aaron, and Omner, and Himni,
and their brethren did rejoice ex-
ceedingly, for the success which
they had had among the Laman-
ites, seeing that the Lord had
ecranted unto them according to
their “prayers, and that he had also

verified his word unto them in every
particular.

CHAPTER 26

Ammon glories in the Lord—The
faithful are strengthened by the Lord
and are given knowledge—ByYy faith
men may bring thousands of souls
unto repentance—God has all power
and comprehends all things. About
90-77 B.C.

AND now, these are the words of
Ammon to his brethren, which say
thus: My brothers and my brethren,
behold I say unto you, how great
reason have we to rejoice; for could
we have supposed when we “started
from the land of Zarahemla that
God would have granted unto us
such great blessings?

2 And now, I ask, what great bless-
ings has he bestowed upon us? Can
ve tell?

3 Behold, I answer for you; for
our brethren, the Lamanites, were
in darkness, yea, even in the dark-
est abyss, but behold, how *many
of them are brought to behold the
marvelous light of God! And this is
the blessing which hath been be-
stowed upon us, that we have been
made ?instruments in the hands
of God to bring about this great
work.

4 Behold, “thousands of them do
rejoice, and have been brought into
the fold of God.

5 Behold, the “field was ripe, and
blessed are ve, for ye did thrust in
the tsickle, and did reap with yvour
might, yea, all the day long did vye
labor; and behold the number of
yvour ‘sheaves! And they shall be
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sin and transgression, they become
more ‘hardened, and thus their state
becomes 'worse than though they
had never known these things.

CHAPTER 25

Lamanite aggressions spread—The
seed of the priests of Noah perish as
Abinadi prophesied—Many Laman-
ites are converted and join the people
of Anti-Nephi-Lehi—They believe in
Christ and keep the law of Moses. About
90-77 B.C.

AND behold, now it came to pass
that those Lamanites were more
angry because they had slain their
brethren; therefore they swore
vengeance upon the Nephites; and
they did “no more attempt to slay
the people of YAnti-Nephi-Lehi at
that time.

2 But they took their armies and
went over into the borders of the
land of Zarahemla, and fell upon
the people who were in the land of
Ammonihah and *destroyed them.

3 And after that, they had “many
battles with the Nephites, in the
which they were driven and slain.

4 And among the Lamanites who
were slain were almost all the “seed
of Amulon and his brethren, who
were the priests of Noah, and they
were slain by the hands of the
Nephites;

5 And the remainder, having fled
into the east wilderness, and hav-
ing usurped the power and “au-
thority over the Lamanites, caused
that many of the Lamanites should
bperish by fire because of their
belief—

6 For many of “them, after having
suffered much loss and so many
afflictions, began to be stirred
up in remembrance of the *words
which Aaron and his brethren had

preached to them in their land;
therefore they began to disbelieve
the ctraditions of their fathers, and
to believe in the Lord, and that he
gave great power unto the Nephites;
and thus there were many of them
converted in the wilderness.

7 And it came to pass that those
rulers who were the remnant of
the children of “Amulon caused
that they should be put to *death,
yea, all those that believed in these
things.

8 Now this martyrdom caused that
many of their brethren should be
stirred up to anger; and there began
to be contention in the wilderness;
and the Lamanites began to “hunt
the seed of Amulon and his breth-
ren and began to slay them; and
they fled into the east wilderness.

9 And behold they are hunted at
this day by the Lamanites. Thus
the words of Abinadi were brought
to pass, which he said concerning
the seed of the priests who caused
that he should suffer death by fire.

10 For he said unto them: What ye
shall “do unto me shall be a type
of things to come.

11 And now Abinadi was the first
that suffered “death by fire because
of his belief in God; now this is
what he meant, that many should
suffer death by fire, according as
he had suffered.

12 And he said unto the priests of
Noah that their seed should cause
many to be put to death, in the
like manner as he was, and that
they should be scattered abroad
and slain, even as a sheep having
no shepherd is driven and slain by
wild beasts; and now behold, these
words were verified, for they were
driven by the Lamanites, and they
were hunted, and they were smitten.

13 And it came to pass that when
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the Lamanites saw that they could
not overpower the Nephites they re-
turned again to their own land; and
many of them came over to dwell in
the land of ¢Ishmael and the land
of Nephi, and did join themselves
to the people of God, who were the
people of PAnti-Nephi-Lehi.

14 And they did also “bury their
weapons of war, according as their
brethren had, and they began to be
a righteous people; and they did
walk in the ways of the Lord, and
did observe to keep his command-
ments and his statutes.

15 Yea, and they did keep the law
of Moses; for it was expedient that
they should keep the law of Moses
as yet, for it was not all fulfilled. But
notwithstanding the “law of Moses,
they did look forward to the coming
of Christ, considering that the law
of Moses was a °type of his coming,
and believing that they must keep
those outward ¢performances until
the time that he should be revealed
unto them.

16 Now they did not suppose
that “salvation came by the Plaw
of Moses; but the law of Moses did
serve to strengthen their faith in
Christ; and thus they did retain a
‘hope through faith, unto eternal
salvation, relying upon the spirit
of prophecy, which spake of those
things to come.

17 And now behold, Ammon, and
Aaron, and Omner, and Himni,
and their brethren did rejoice ex-
ceedingly, for the success which
they had had among the Laman-
ites, seeing that the Lord had
ecranted unto them according to
their “prayers, and that he had also

verified his word unto them in every
particular.

CHAPTER 26

Ammon glories in the Lord—The
faithful are strengthened by the Lord
and are given knowledge—ByYy faith
men may bring thousands of souls
unto repentance—God has all power
and comprehends all things. About
90-77 B.C.

AND now, these are the words of
Ammon to his brethren, which say
thus: My brothers and my brethren,
behold I say unto you, how great
reason have we to rejoice; for could
we have supposed when we “started
from the land of Zarahemla that
God would have granted unto us
such great blessings?

2 And now, I ask, what great bless-
ings has he bestowed upon us? Can
ve tell?

3 Behold, I answer for you; for
our brethren, the Lamanites, were
in darkness, yea, even in the dark-
est abyss, but behold, how *many
of them are brought to behold the
marvelous light of God! And this is
the blessing which hath been be-
stowed upon us, that we have been
made ?instruments in the hands
of God to bring about this great
work.

4 Behold, “thousands of them do
rejoice, and have been brought into
the fold of God.

5 Behold, the “field was ripe, and
blessed are ve, for ye did thrust in
the tsickle, and did reap with yvour
might, yea, all the day long did vye
labor; and behold the number of
yvour ‘sheaves! And they shall be
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sin and transgression, they become
more ‘hardened, and thus their state
becomes 'worse than though they
had never known these things.

CHAPTER 25

Lamanite aggressions spread—The
seed of the priests of Noah perish as
Abinadi prophesied—Many Laman-
ites are converted and join the people
of Anti-Nephi-Lehi—They believe in
Christ and keep the law of Moses. About
90-77 B.C.

AND behold, now it came to pass
that those Lamanites were more
angry because they had slain their
brethren; therefore they swore
vengeance upon the Nephites; and
they did “no more attempt to slay
the people of YAnti-Nephi-Lehi at
that time.

2 But they took their armies and
went over into the borders of the
land of Zarahemla, and fell upon
the people who were in the land of
Ammonihah and *destroyed them.

3 And after that, they had “many
battles with the Nephites, in the
which they were driven and slain.

4 And among the Lamamtes who

were the priests of Noah, and they
were slain by the hands of the
Nephites;

5 And the remainder, having fled
into the east wilderness, and hav-
ing usurped the power and “au-
thority over the Lamanites, caused
that many of the Lamanites should
bperish by fire because of their
belief—

6 For many of “them, after having
suffered much loss and so many
afflictions, began to be stirred
up in remebrance of the *words
w h1c T Aaron and his brethren had

9 And behold they are hunted at

preached to them in their land;
therefore they began to disbelieve
the ctraditions of their fathers, and
to believe in the Lord, and that he
gave great power unto the Nephites;

and thus there were many of them
converted 1n th | oSS,

And it came to pass that those
rulers who were the remnant of
the children of “Amulon caused
that they should be put to *death,
yea, all those that believed in these
things.

8 Now this martyrdom caused that
many of their brethren should be
stirred up to anger; and there began
to be contentlon in the wilderness;

fTed into the east wilderness.

this day by the Lamanites. Thus
the words of Abinadi were brought
to pass, which he said concerning
the seed of the priests who caused
that he should suffer death by fire.

10 For he said unto them: What ye
shall “do unto me shall be a type
of things to come.

11 And now Abinadi was the first
that suffered “death by fire because
of his belief in God; now this is
what he meant, that many should
suffer death by fire, according as
he had suffered.

12 And he said unto the priests of
Noah that their seed should cause
many to be put to death, in the
like manner as he was, and that
they should be scattered abroad
and slain, even as a sheep having
no shepherd is driven and slain by
wild beasts; and now behold, these
words were verified, for they were
driven by the Lamanites, and they
were hunted, and they were smitten.

13 And it came to pass that when
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the Lamanites saw that they could
not overpower the Nephites they re-
turned again to their own land; and
many of them came over to dwell in
the land of “Ishmael and the land
of Nephi, and did join themselves

le of God, who were t e
" i-Lehi.

14 And they did also “bury their
weapons of war, according as their
brethren had, and they began to be
a righteous people; and they did
walk in the ways of the Lord, and
did observe to keep his command-
ments and his statutes.

15 Yea, and they did keep the law
of Moses; for it was expedient that
they should keep the law of Moses
as yet, for it was not all fulfilled. But
notwithstanding the “law of Moses,
they did look forward to the coming
of Christ, considering that the law
of Moses was a °type of his coming,
and believing that they must keep
those outward ¢performances until
the time that he should be revealed
unto them.

16 Now they did not suppose
that “salvation came by the Plaw
of Moses; but the law of Moses did
serve to strengthen their faith in
Christ; and thus they did retain a
‘hope through faith, unto eternal
salvation, relying upon the spirit
of prophecy, which spake of those
things to come.

17 And now behold, Ammon, and
Aaron, and Omner, and Himni,
and their brethren did rejoice ex-
ceedingly, for the success which
they had had among the Laman-
ites, seeing that the Lord had
ecranted unto them according to
their “prayers, and that he had also

verified his word unto them in every
particular.

CHAPTER 26

Ammon glories in the Lord—The
faithful are strengthened by the Lord
and are given knowledge—ByYy faith
men may bring thousands of souls
unto repentance—God has all power
and comprehends all things. About
90-77 B.C.

AND now, these are the words of
Ammon to his brethren, which say
thus: My brothers and my brethren,
behold I say unto you, how great
reason have we to rejoice; for could
we have supposed when we “started
from the land of Zarahemla that
God would have granted unto us
such great blessings?

2 And now, I ask, what great bless-
ings has he bestowed upon us? Can
ve tell?

3 Behold, I answer for you; for
our brethren, the Lamanites, were
in darkness, yea, even in the dark-
est abyss, but behold, how *many
of them are brought to behold the
marvelous light of God! And this is
the blessing which hath been be-
stowed upon us, that we have been
made ®instruments in the hands
of God to bring about this great
work.

4 Behold, “thousands of them do
rejoice, and have been brought into
the fold of God.

5 Behold, the “field was ripe, and
blessed are ve, for ye did thrust in
the ¢sickle, and did reap with your
might, yea, all the day long did vye
labor; and behold the number of
yvour ‘sheaves! And they shall be
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the Lamanites saw that they could
not overpower the Nephites they re-
turned again to their own land; and
many of them came over to dwell in
the land of ¢Ishmael and the land
of Nephi, and did join themselves
to the people of God, who were the
people of PAnti-Nephi-Lehi.

14 And they did also “bury their
weapons of war, according as their
brethren had, and they began to be
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verified his word unto them in every
particular.

CHAPTER 26

Ammon glories in the Lord—The
faithful are strengthened by the Lord
and are given knowledge—BYy faith
men may bring thousands of souls
unto repentance—God has all power
and comprehends all things. About
90-77 B.C.

a righteous people; and they Aid | o

walk in the ways of the Lord, and
did observe to keep his command-
ments and his statutes.

15 Yea, and they did keep the law
of Moses; for it was expedient that
they should keep the law of Moses
as yet, for it was not all fulfilled. But
notwithstanding the “law of Moses,
they did look forward to the coming

of Moses was a °type of his coming,
and believing that they must keep

those ‘outward ‘performances until |

the time that he should be revealed
unto them.

16 Now they did not suppose
that “salvation came by the law

of Moses; but the law of Moses did |

serve to strengthen their faith in
Christ; and thus they did retain a
‘hope through faith, unto eternal
salvation, relying upon the spirit
of prophecy, which spake of those
things to come.

17 And now behold, Ammon, and
Aaron, and Omner, and Himni,
and their brethren did rejoice ex-
ceedingly, for the success which
they had had among the Laman-
ites, seeing that the Lord had
eranted unto them according to
their “prayers, and that he had also

AND now,

- 2 And now, I ask, what great bless- |
- ings has he bestowed upon us? Can |
ve tell? i
3 Behold, I answer for you; for |
- our brethren, the Lamanites, were !
in darkness, yea, even in the dark- |
~est abyss, but behold, how “many |
- of them are brought to behold the !}
marvelous light of God! And this is §
the blessing which hath been be- |
- stowed upon us, that we have been |
- made *instruments in the hands !
- of God to bring about this great |
- work. )
4 Behold, “thousands of them do }
' rejoice, and have been brought into |
the fold of God o

blessed qre ve, for ye did thrust in
the ¢sickle, and did reap with your
might, yea, all the day long did ye
labor; and behold the number of
your ‘sheaves! And they shall be

these are the words of !
Ammon to his brethren, which say |
- thus: My brothers and my brethren, |
- behold I say unto you, how great }
. reason have we to rejoice; for could ¢
we have supposed when we “started |
- from the land of Zarahemla that |
- God would have granted unto us |
- such great blessings? :
of Christ, considering that the law |
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cathered into the garners, that they
are not wasted.

6 Yea, they shall not be beaten
down by the storm at the last day;
vea, neither shall they be harrowed
up by the whirlwinds; but when the
“storm cometh they shall be gath-
ered together in their place, that
the storm cannot penetrate to them,;
yvea, neither shall they be driven
with fierce winds whithersoever
the enemy listeth to carry them.

7 But behold, they are in the hands
of the Lord of the “harvest, and they
are his; and he will °raise them up
at the last day.

8 *Blessed be the name of our God,;
let us ’sing to his praise, yea, let us
give ‘thanks to his holy name, for
he doth work righteousness forever.

9 For if we had not come up out
of the land of Zarahemla, these
our dearly beloved brethren, who
have so dearly beloved us, would
still have been racked with “hatred
'1g'1mst us, Ye'l and the would also
| 10 And it Lame to pass that when |
t Ammon had said these words, his !
 brother Aaron rebuked him, saying: |
' Ammon, I fear that thy joy doth{
icarry thee away unto boasting. ¢
i 11 But Ammon said unto him: 1}
t do not “boast in my own strength, |
' nor in my own wisdom; but behold, }
imy ®joy is full, yea, my heart is}
{ brim with ¢joy, and I will rejoice in §
imy God. !
t 12 Yea, 1 know that 1 am “noth-
ing; as to my strength I am weak; |
t therefore I will Pnot boast of myself, |
tbut I will *boast of my God, for in §

{ his “strength I can do all ¢things; |
| yea, behold, many mighty mira- §
¢ cles we have wrought in this land, |
' for which we will praise his name
: for ; “

13 Behold how m'1ny thousands of
our brethren has he loosed from the
pains of *hell; and they are brought
to ’sing redeeming love, and this
because of the power of his word
which is in us, therefore have we
not great reason to rejoice?

14 Yea, we have reason to praise
him forever, for he is the Most High
God, and has loosed our brethren
from the “chains of hell.

15 Yea, they were encircled about
with everlasting *darkness and
destruction; but behold, he has
brought them into his everlasting
’light, vea, into everlasting salvation;
and they are encircled about with
the matchless bounty of his love;
yvea, and we have been instruments
in his hands of doing this great
and marvelous work.

16 Therefore, let us %glory, yea,
we will ’glory in the Lord; vea, we
will rejoice, for our joy is full; vea,
we will praise our God forew er. Be-
hold, who can glory too much in the
L01d. Yea, W ho can say too much of

his oreat power, and of his ‘mercy,

and of his long-suffering towards
the children of men? Behold, I say
unto yvou, I cannot say the smallest
part which 1 feel.

17 Who could have supposed that
our God would have been so merci-
ful as to have snatched us from our
awful, sinful, and “polluted state?

18 Behold, we went forth even in

6a Hel. 5:12;
I Ne 14-25 (75 27

b 1 Thes. 3:9;
N&EC 1816 (14-16)

b Alma 5:26.
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“Is it possible to be happy when life is hard? To feel peace amid uncertainty and hope in
the midst of cynicism? Is it possible to change, to shake off old habits and become new
again? Is it possible to live with integrity and purity in a world that no longer values the
virtues that distinguish the followers of Christ?

“Yes. The answer is yes because of Jesus Christ, whose Atonement ensures that we
need not bear the burdens of mortality alone. ...

“Through the years |, like you, have experienced pressures and disappointments that
would have crushed me had | not been able to draw upon a source of wisdom and
strength far greater than my own. He has never forgotten or forsaken me, and | have
come to know for myself that Jesus is the Christ and that this is His Church. With
Ammon | say, ‘[For] who can glory too much in the Lord? Yea, who can say too much of
his great power, and of his mercy ... ? Behold, ... | cannot say the smallest part which |
feel’ (Alma 26:16). | testify that in this, the twilight of the dispensation of the fulness of
times, when Lucifer is working overtime to jeopardize our journey home and to separate
us from the Savior’s atoning power, the only answer for any of us is Jesus Christ”

(Sister Sheri L. Dew in Conference Report, Apr. 1999, 85-86; or Ensign, May 1999, 67).
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the Lamanites saw that they could
not overpower the Nephites they re-
turned again to their own land; and
many of them came over to dwell in
the land of ¢Ishmael and the land
of Nephi, and did join themselves
to the people of God, who were the
people of PAnti-Nephi-Lehi.

14 And they did also “bury their
weapons of war, according as their
brethren had, and they began to be
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verified his word unto them in every
particular.

CHAPTER 26

Ammon glories in the Lord—The
faithful are strengthened by the Lord
and are given knowledge—BYy faith
men may bring thousands of souls
unto repentance—God has all power
and comprehends all things. About
90-77 B.C.
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walk in the ways of the Lord, and
did observe to keep his command-
ments and his statutes.

15 Yea, and they did keep the law
of Moses; for it was expedient that
they should keep the law of Moses
as yet, for it was not all fulfilled. But
notwithstanding the “law of Moses,
they did look forward to the coming

of Moses was a °type of his coming,
and believing that they must keep

those ‘outward ‘performances until |

the time that he should be revealed
unto them.

16 Now they did not suppose
that “salvation came by the law

of Moses; but the law of Moses did |

serve to strengthen their faith in
Christ; and thus they did retain a
‘hope through faith, unto eternal
salvation, relying upon the spirit
of prophecy, which spake of those
things to come.

17 And now behold, Ammon, and
Aaron, and Omner, and Himni,
and their brethren did rejoice ex-
ceedingly, for the success which
they had had among the Laman-
ites, seeing that the Lord had
eranted unto them according to
their “prayers, and that he had also

AND now,

- 2 And now, I ask, what great bless- |
- ings has he bestowed upon us? Can |
ve tell? i
3 Behold, I answer for you; for |
- our brethren, the Lamanites, were !
in darkness, yea, even in the dark- |
~est abyss, but behold, how “many |
- of them are brought to behold the !}
marvelous light of God! And this is §
the blessing which hath been be- |
- stowed upon us, that we have been |
- made *instruments in the hands !
- of God to bring about this great |
- work. )
4 Behold, “thousands of them do }
' rejoice, and have been brought into |
the fold of God o

blessed qre ve, for ye did thrust in
the ¢sickle, and did reap with your
might, yea, all the day long did ye
labor; and behold the number of
your ‘sheaves! And they shall be

these are the words of !
Ammon to his brethren, which say |
- thus: My brothers and my brethren, |
- behold I say unto you, how great }
. reason have we to rejoice; for could ¢
we have supposed when we “started |
- from the land of Zarahemla that |
- God would have granted unto us |
- such great blessings? :
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cathered into the garners, that they
are not wasted.

6 Yea, they shall not be beaten
down by the storm at the last day;
vea, neither shall they be harrowed
up by the whirlwinds; but when the
“storm cometh they shall be gath-
ered together in their place, that
the storm cannot penetrate to them,;
yvea, neither shall they be driven
with fierce winds whithersoever
the enemy listeth to carry them.

7 But behold, they are in the hands
of the Lord of the “harvest, and they
are his; and he will °raise them up
at the last day.

8 *Blessed be the name of our God,;
let us ’sing to his praise, yea, let us
give ‘thanks to his holy name, for
he doth work righteousness forever.

9 For if we had not come up out
of the land of Zarahemla, these
our dearly beloved brethren, who
have so dearly beloved us, would
still have been racked with “hatred
'1g'1mst us, vea, and they would also
have been ‘strangers to God.

tcarry thee away unto boasting.

imy God.

{ his “strength I can do all ¢things; |
| yea, behold, many mighty mira- §
¢ cles we have wrought in this land, |
' for which we will praise his name
: for ; “

| 10 And it came to pass that when |
t Ammon had said these words, his !
{ brother Aaron rebuked him, saying: |
. Ammon, 1 fear that thy joy doth§

i 11 But Ammon said unto him: I}
:do not “boast in my own strength, ;
' nor in my own wisdom; but behold, }
imy ®joy is full, yea, my heart is}
{ brim with ¢joy, and I will rejoice in {| .

i 12 Yea, 1 know that 1 am “noth-
ing; as to my strength I am weak; |
t therefore I will Pnot boast of myself, |
{but I will “boast of my God, for in

13 Behold how m'1ny thousands of
our brethren has he loosed from the
pains of *hell; and they are brought
to ’sing redeeming love, and this
because of the power of his word
which is in us, therefore have we
not great reason to rejoice?

14 Yea, we have reason to praise
him forever, for he is the Most High
God, and has loosed our brethren
from the “chains of hell.

15 Yea, they were encircled about
with everlasting *darkness and
destruction; but behold, he has
brought them into his everlasting
’light, vea, into everlasting salvation;
and they are encircled about with
the matchless bounty of his love;
yvea, and we have been instruments
in his hands of doing this great
and marvelous work.

16 Therefore, let us %glory, yea,
we will ’glory in the Lord; vea, we
will rejoice, for our joy is full; vea,
we will praise our God forew er. Be-
hold, who can glory too much in the
L01d. Yea, W ho can say too much of

his oreat power, and of his ‘mercy,

and of his long-suffering towards
the children of men? Behold, I say
unto you, I Umnot say the smallest

! 17 Who Louldhavesupposed
: our God would have been so merci-|

{ ful as to have snatched us from our
awful, sinful, and “polluted state?

6a Hel. 5:12;
I Ne 14-25 (75 27

b 1 Thes. 3:9;
N&EC 1816 (14-16)

b Alma 5:26.
144 Alma 1211



. wrath, with mighty threatenings to §f as ‘stiffnecked a people as they are; |
{ “destroy his church. I
{ 19 Oh then, why did he not con- §
i sign us to an awful destruction, yea, i
! why did he not let the sword of his §§ whose ways have been the ways of |
} justice fall upon us, and doom us
! to eternal “despair? 3
20 Oh, my soul, almost as it were, i
i fleeth at the thought. Behold, he did
} not exercise his justice upon us, but §§ us take up arms against them, that |
} in his great mercy hath brought us jf we destroy them and their iniquity
t over that everlasting 2gulf of death jf
{ and misery, even to the salvation
t of our souls. il
t 21 And now behold, my brethren, |
' what “natural man is there that
i knoweth these things? I say unto |
. you, there is *none that ‘knoweth f
i these things, save it be the penitent. i
Yea, he that “repenteth anc ex- |

1 Corinthians 2:14

But the natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.

ding of blood; whose days have !

this was their language.

us and destroy us.

it ren, we came into the wilderness |

of their souls.

. us, and said: Go amongst thy breth- |

‘f._’ ive unto you success.

and been forth amongst them; and !
we have been patient in our suffer-
- ings, and we have suffered every pri- |
- vation; yvea, we have traveled from
house to house, relying upon the |
mercies of the world—not upon &
the mercies of the world alone but |
upon the mercies of God. :
29 And we have entered into their ;
houses and taught them, and we !
have taught them in their streets; |
yea, and we have taught them upon §
their hills; and we have also entered §
into their temples and their “syna- |
gogues and taught them; and we §
have been cast out, and mocked, |
and bplt upon and smote upon our 3

" 23 Now do ye 1emember my breth- i
¢ ren, that we said unto our brethren
in the land of Zarahemla, we go up
to the land of Nephi, to preach unto §
{ our brethren, the Lamanites, and
i they “laughed us to scorn?

. 24 For they said unto us: Do ye sup-
! pose that yve can bring the Laman- |
{ ites to the knowledge of the truth?
! Do ye suppose that yve can convince §
i the Lamanites of the “incorrectness
i of the t'tradltlons of thelr fathers,
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b 1G Good Works
¢ Luke 8:10;
Alma 12:9,
TG Mysteries of

24 a Mosiah 1:5; 28:2.
b Alma 23:3; 25:6.
¢ TG Stiffnecked.
d Jacob 7:24;

18a Monah 27 10
28:4 (3-4);
Alma 36:6 (6-11).
19a TG Despair.

{f whose hearts delight in the “shed- |
been spent in the grossest iniquity; ¢

{f atransgressor from the beginning? §
it Now my brethren, ye remember that |

25 And moreover they did say: Let i

out of the land, lest they overrun §
26 But behold, my beloved breth- -
not with the intent to destroy our §

il brethren, but with the intent that |
perhaps we might save some few |}

27 Now when our hearts were de- 3,
. pressed, and we were about to “turn }
' back, behold, the Lord ®comforted |

' ren, the Lamanites, and bear with
 ‘patience thine “afflictions, and I }

We nave come, I

Ammon Recounts Their Conversion and

Labors

issionary

M

 cheeks; and we have been ®stoned, |
i and taken and bound with “strong }
{ cords, and cast into prison; and |
t through the power and wisdom of |
¢ God we have been delivered again. !
30 And we have suffered all manner §
¢ of afflictions, and all this, that per- §
f haps we might be the means of sav- {
i ing some soul; and we supposed that |
our “joy would be full if perhaps we |
. could be the means of saving some. }
i 31 Now behold, we can look forth §

¢ and see the *fruits of our labors; and §
i are they few? 1 say unto you, Nay, |
' they are ®Pmany; yea, and we can §
' witness of their sincerity, because |
i of their love towards their brethren |
and also towards, us. o

2sacrifice their llves than even to
take the life of their enemy; and
they have *buried their weapons of
war deep in the earth, because of
their love towards their brethren.

33 And now behold I say unto you,
has there been so great love in all
the land? Behold, I say unto vou,
Nay, there has not, even among the
Nephites.

34 For behold, they would take
up arms against their brethren;
they would not suffer themselves
to be slain. But behold how *many
of these have laid down their lives;
and we know that they have gone
to their God, because of their love
and of their hatred to sin.

35 Now have we not reason to
rejoice? Yea, 1 say unto vou, there
never were men that had so great
reason to rejoice as we, since the
world began; yea, and my joy is
carried away, even unto boasting
in my God; for he has all “power,
ball wisdom, and all understanding;
he comprehendeth all things, and

he is a ‘merciful Being, even unto
salvation, to those who will repent
and believe on his name.

36 Now if this is “boasting, even so
will T boast; for this is my life and
my light, my joy and my salvation,
and my redemption from everlast-
ing wo. Yea, blessed is the name
of my God, who has been mindful of
this people, who are a*branch of the
tree of Israel, and has been clost
from its body in a strange land; yea,
I say, blessed be the name of my
God, who has been mindful of us,
dwanderers in a strange land.

37 Now my brethren, we see that
God 1is “mmdful of every "people,
whatsoever land they may be in;
vea, he numbereth hlS pe0ple and
his bowels of mercy are over all the
earth. Now this is my joy, and my
great thanksgiving; vea, and 1 will
give thanks unto my God forever.
Amen.

CHAPTER 27

The Lord commands Ammon to lead
the people of Anti-Nephi-Lehi to safety—
Upon meeting Alma, Ammon’s joy
exhausts his strength—The Nephites
give the Anti-Nephi-Lehies the land of
Jershon—They are called the people of
Ammon. About 90-77 B.C.

NOw it came to pass that when
those Lamanites who had gone
to war against the Nephites had
found, after their “many struggles
to destroy them, that it was in vain
to seek their destruction, they re-
turned again to the land of Nephi.

2 And it came to pass that the
Amalekites, because of their loss,
were exceedingly angry. And when
they saw that they could not seek
revenge from the Nephites, they be-
gan to “stir up the people in anger
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“| was reading again the twenty-sixth chapter of Alma and the story of Ammon’s
mission. | read out loud, as | sometimes do, trying to put myself in the position of
the characters Iin the book, imagining that | was saying or hearing the words, that |
was there. Once more | went over the report, and, with a clarity which cannot be
described and which would be difficult to comprehend by one who has not
experienced it, the Spirit spoke to my soul, saying, Did you notice? Everything that
happened to Ammon happened to you?

“It was a totally unexpected sentiment. It was startling In its scope; it was a
thought that had never occurred to me before. | quickly reread the story. Yes, there
were times when my heart had been depressed and | had thought about going
home. | too had gone to a foreign land to teach the gospel to the Lamanites. | had
gone forth among them, had suffered hardships, had slept on the floor, endured
the cold, gone without eating. | too had traveled from house to house, knocking on
doors for months at a time without being invited in, relying on the mercies of God.

“There had been other times when we had entered houses and talked to people.
We had taught them on their streets and on their hills. We had even preached in
other churches. | remembered the time | had been spit upon...



“There had been other times when we had entered houses and talked to people.
We had taught them on their streets and on their hills. We had even preached in
other churches. | remembered the time | had been spit upon...

“I remembered the concern about being hit or injured by those who did not want
to hear the message.

“I remembered spending time in jail while my legal right to be a missionary In a
certain country was decided by the police authorities...

“I remembered enduring these things with the hope that ‘we might be the means
of saving some soul’ (Alma 26:30).

“And then on that day as | read, the Spirit testified to me again, and the words
remain with me even today: No one but a missionary could have written this story.
Joseph Smith could never have known what it was like to be a missionary to the
Lamanites, for no one he knew had ever done such a thing before”

(Elder F. Burton Howard, “Ammon: Reflections on Faith and Testimony,” in Heroes from the Book
of Mormon [1995], 124-25).



cheeks; and we have been ’stoned,
and taken and bound with ‘strong
cords, and cast into prison; and

through the power and wisdom of |

God we have been delivered again.

30 And we have suffered all manner
of afflictions, and all this, that per-
haps we might be the means of sav-
ing some soul; and we supposed that
our “joy would be full if perhaps we
could be the means of saving some,

31 Now behold, we can look forth
and see the *fruits of our labors; and
are they few? 1 say unto vou, Nay,
they are ’many; vea, and we can
witness of their sincerity, because
of their love towards their brethren
and also towards us.

32 For behold, they had rather
2sacrifice their lives than even to
take the life of their enemy; and
they have *buried their weapons of
war deep in the earth, because of
their love towards their brethren.

33 And now behold I say unto you,
has there been so great love in all
the land? Behold, I say unto vou,
Nay, there has not, even among the
Nephites.

34 For behold, they would take
up arms against their brethren;
they would not suffer themselves
to be slain. But behold how “many
of these have laid down their lives;
and we know that they have gone
to their God because of their love

‘rejoice? Yea, 1 say unto you, there
‘never were men that had so great
ireason to rejoice as we, since the
tworld began; yvea, and my joy is
tcarried away, even unto boasting
:in my God; for he has all “power,
ttall wisdom, and all understanding;

1 35 Now have we not reasonto/

jhe comprehendeth all things, and ,

' and believe on his name.

| ‘wanderers in a strange land.

? Amen.

The Lord commands Ammon to lead
the people of Anti-Nephi-Lehi to safety—
Upon meeting Alma, Ammon’s joy
exhausts his strength—The Nephites
give the Anti-Nephi-Lehies the land of
Jershon—They are called the people of
Ammon, About 90-77 B.C,

t Now it came to pass that when 1;
had gone§
. to war against the Nephites had §
-4 found, after their “many struggles !
to destroy them, that it was in vain #
| to seek their destruction, they re- }

turned again to the land of Nephi. }
2 And it came to pass that the ;
Amalekites, because of their loss, }
| were exceedingly angry. And when |
' they saw that they could not seek !
revenge from the Nephites, they be- |
gan to “stir up the people in anger |

' those Lamanites who
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he is a ‘merciful Being, even unto
- salvation, to those who will repent §

36 Now if this is “boasting, even so
. will I boast; for this is my life and |
. my light, my joy and my salvation, }
b and my redemption from everlast-
ing wo. Yea, blessed is the name |
. of my God, who has been mindful of
+ this people, who are abranch of the |
. tree of Israel, and has been ¢lost}
i from its body in a strange land; yea, |
' 1 say, blessed be the name of my |
' God, who has been mindful of us, |

-~ 37 Now my brethren, we see that §
. God is “mindful of every peoole, ]
- whatsoever land they may be in;|
| yea, he numbereth hlS pe0ple, and {
- his bowels of mercy are over all the §
i earth. Now this is my joy, and my
i great thanksgiving; vea, and 1 will
. give thanks unto my God forever. |

| against their °brethren, the people i

¢} of ‘Anti-Nephi-Lehi; therefore they
I began again to destroy them. 4
! 3 Now this people “again refused to
{ take their arms, and they suffered {[~
i themselves to be slain according to
! the desires of their enemies.
¢ 4 Now when Ammon and his breth- §
' ren saw this work of destruction {
t among those whom they so dearly §
. beloved, and among those who had §
i so dearly beloved them—for they !
i were treated as though they were §
: angels sent from God to save them §
¢t from cvcerlasting destruction—§
t therefore, when Ammon and his:
| brethren saw this great work of §
. destruction, they were moved with §
' compassion, and they “said unto §
¢ the king: '
¢ 5 Let us gather together this peo- |
t ple of the Lord, and let us go down §
{ to the land of Zarahemla to our §
i brethren the Nephites, and flee out |
¢ of the hands of our enemies, that }
¢ we be not destroyed. i
. 6 But the king said unto them: Be- §
i hold, the Nephites will destroy us, §
t because of the many murders and §
i sins we have committed against |
t them. i
t 7 And Ammon said: I will go and {
i inquire of the Lord, and if he say §
i unto us, go down unto our breth- §
! ren, will ye go? ]
¢ 8 And the king said unto him: Yea, }
¢ if the Lord saith unto us go, we will §
! go down unto our brethren, and |
{ we will be their slaves until we re- |
. pair unto them the many murders }
¢ and sins which we have committed }
¢ against them. }
¢ 9 But Ammon said unto him: It
' is against the law of our brethren,
¢ which was established by my father, §
: that there should be any “slaves }
. among them; therefore let us go}
. down and rely upon the mercies |
; of our brethren

27hb Alma 4311

{ quire of the Lord, and if he saith

i unto us go, we will go; otherwise §
wewﬂl perlsh in the.land ]

mon went and 1nqu1red of the Lord,
and the Lord said unto him:
12 Get thls people “out of this

tan Has great hold on the hearts of

the Amalekites, who do stir up the
Lamanites to anger against their
brethren to slay them; therefore get
thee out of this land; and blessed
arc this pcoplc in this genceration,
for I will ’preserve them.

13 And now it came to pass that
Ammon went and told the king all
the words which the Lord had said
unto him.

14 And they gathered together all
their people, vea, all the people of
the Lord, and did gather together
all their flocks and herds, and de-
parted out of the land, and came
into the wilderness which divided
the land of Nephi from the land of
Zarahcmla, and camc over ncar the
borders of the land.

15 And it came to pass that Am-
mon said unto them: Behold, I and
my brethren will go forth into the
land of Zarahemla, and ye shall re-
main here until we return; and we
will “try the hearts of our brethren,

whether they will that ye shall come
into their land.
16 And it came to pass.that as

Ammon was going forth into the
land, that he and his brethren met
Alma, over in the “place of which
has been spoken; and behold, this
was a joyful meeting.

17 Now the “joy of Ammon was
50 great even that he was full; yea,
he was swallowed up in the joy of
his God, even to the *exhausting
of his strength; and he fell cagain
to the earth.

12 a T1C Senaratinn. |

E Dan 10:8 (R-17)-

10 But the king said unto him: In- |
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cheeks; and we have been ’stoned,
and taken and bound with ‘strong
cords, and cast into prison; and

through the power and wisdom of |

God we have been delivered again.

30 And we have suffered all manner
of afflictions, and all this, that per-
haps we might be the means of sav-
ing some soul; and we supposed that
our “joy would be full if perhaps we
could be the means of saving some,

31 Now behold, we can look forth
and see the *fruits of our labors; and
are they few? 1 say unto vou, Nay,
they are ’many; vea, and we can
witness of their sincerity, because
of their love towards their brethren
and also towards us.

32 For behold, they had rather
2sacrifice their lives than even to
take the life of their enemy; and
they have *buried their weapons of
war deep in the earth, because of
their love towards their brethren.

33 And now behold I say unto you,
has there been so great love in all
the land? Behold, I say unto vou,
Nay, there has not, even among the
Nephites.

34 For behold, they would take
up arms against their brethren;
they would not suffer themselves
to be slain. But behold how “many
of these have laid down their lives;
and we know that they have gone
to their God because of their love

‘rejoice? Yea, 1 say unto you, there
‘never were men that had so great
ireason to rejoice as we, since the
tworld began; yvea, and my joy is
tcarried away, even unto boasting
:in my God; for he has all “power,
ttall wisdom, and all understanding;

jhe comprehendeth all things, and ,

. he is a ‘merciful Being, even unto /
' salvation, to those who will repent ¢
. and believe on his name. ;
36 Now if this 1s “boasting, even so
. will I boast; for this is my life and
. my light, my joy and my salvation, }
b and my redemption from everlast-
ing wo. Yea, blessed is the name |
. of my God, who has been mindful of
+ this people, who are abranch of the |
. tree of Israel, and has been ¢lost}
i from its body in a strange land; yea, |
' 1 say, blessed be the name of my |
| God, who has been mindful of us, |
| ‘wanderers in a strange land. :
-~ 37 Now my brethren, we see that §
. God is “mindful of every peoole, ]
. whatsoever land they may be in;|
| yea, he numbereth hlS pe0ple, and {
- his bowels of mercy are over all the §
' earth. Now this is my joy, and my
i great thanksgiving; vea, and 1 will
- give thanks unto my God forever. |
? Amen. 3

The Lord commands Ammon to lead
the people of Anti-Nephi-Lehi to safety—
Upon meeting Alma, Ammon’s joy
exhausts his strength—The Nephites
give the Anti-Nephi-Lehies the land of
Jershon—They are called the people of
Ammon, About 90-77 B.C,

. Now it came to pass that when :
¢ those Lamanites who had gone |
. to war against the Nephites had !

- g foUnd, after their *many struggles
35 Now have we not reason to

to destroy them, that it was in vain #
| to seek their destruction, they re- )

turned again to the land of Nephi. }
2 And it came to pass that the ;
Amalekites, because of their loss, }
| were exceedingly angry. And when |
' they saw that they could not seek |
revenge from the Nephites, they be- |
gan to “stir up the people in anger |
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| against their °brethren, the people i

¢} of ‘Anti-Nephi-Lehi; therefore they
{ began again to destroyv them. 4
! 3 Now this people “again refused to
{ take their arms, and they suffered {[~
i themselves to be slain according to
! the desires of their enemies.
¢ 4 Nowwhen Ammon and his breth- }
' ren saw this work of destruction {
t among those whom they so dearly §
. beloved, and among those who had §
i so dearly beloved them—for they !
i were treated as though they were §
: angels sent from God to save them §
¢t from cvcerlasting destruction—§
¢ therefore, when Ammon and his
| brethren saw this great work of §
. destruction, they were moved with §
' compassion, and they “said unto §
¢ the king: !
¢ 5 Let us gather together this peo- |
t ple of the Lord, and let us go down §
{ to the land of Zarahemla to our §
¢ brethren the Nephites, and flee out |
¢ of the hands of our enemies, that }
¢ we be not destroyed. i
. 6 But the king said unto them: Be- §
i hold, the Ncphites will destroy us, §
t because of the many murders and §
i sins we have committed against |
t them. i
t 7 And Ammon said: I will go and {
i inquire of the Lord, and if he say §
i unto us, go down unto our breth- §
! ren, will ye go? ]
¢ 8 And the king said unto him: Yea, }
¢ if the Lord saith unto us go, we will §|_iJ
: go down unto our brethren, and jff
{ we will be their slaves until we re- §j
| pair unto them the many murders §f
¢ and sins which we have committed jf
¢ against them.
¢ 9 But Ammon said unto him: It
- is against the law of our brethren, i}
i which was established by my father,
: that there should be any “slaves }
: among them; therefore let us go {f
' down and rely upon the mercies {f
; of our brethren

27hb Alma 4311

{ quire of the Lord, and if he saith

i unto us go, we will go; otherwise §
wewﬂl perlsh in the.land ]

mon went and 1nqu1red of the Lord,
and the Lord said unto him:
12 Get thls people “out of thls

N Tl TS T ) e

“Tan has great hold on the hearts of
the Amalekites, who do stir up the
Lamanites to anger against their
brethren to slay them; therefore get
thee out of this land; and blessed
arc this pcoplc in this genceration,
for I will ’preserve them.

13 And now it came to pass that
Ammon went and told the king all
the words which the Lord had said
unto him.

14 And they gathered together all
their people, vea, all the people of
the Lord, and did gather together
all their flocks and herds, and de-
parted out of the land, and came
into the wilderness which divided
the land of Nephi from the land of
Zarahcmla, and camc over ncar the
borders of the land.

15 And it came to pass that Am-
mon said unto them: Behold, I and
my brethren will go forth into the
land of Zarahemla, and ye shall re-
main here until we return; and we
will 4try the hearts of our brethren,

whether they will that ye shall come

his God, even to the *exhausting

12 a T1C Senaratinn. |

E Dan 10:8 (R-17)-

10 But the king said unto him: In- |

16 And it came to pass that as
Ammon was going forth into the !
¢ land, that he and his brethren met }
¥ Alma, over in the “place of which }
if has been spoken; and behold, this §
i was a joyful meeting.

17 Now the “joy of Ammon was }
5o great even that he was full; yea, ;
¢ he was swallowed up in the joy of ;

of his strength; and he fell cagain V‘.

Flashback

Alma Meets

Them



R = - hdis i = - e e e hadlieid

18 Now was not this “exceed-

| ing joy? Behold, this is joy which

{ none receiveth save it be the truly |
. penitent and humble seeker of

. "happiness.

19 Now the joy of Alma in meeting

.\ do unto our brethren, that they
may inherit the land Jershon; and
we will guard them from their en-
emies with our armles, on condltlon

¢ his “brethren was truly great, and | 1

¢ also the joy of Aaron, of Omner,and §
. Himni; but behold their joy was not |

| that to exceed their strength.

0"ANd NOW 1t came to pass that |

Alma conducted his brethren back
to the land of Zarahemla; even to
his “own house. And they went and
told the bchief judge all the things
that had happened unto them in
the land of Nephi, among their
brethren, the Lamanites.

21 And it came to pass that the
chief judge sent a proclamation
throughout all the land, desiring
the voice of the people concern-
ing the admitting their brethren,
who were the people of “Anti-
Nephi-Lehi.

22 And it came to pass that the
voice of the people came, saying:
Behold, we will give up the “land of
*Jershon,which is on the east by the
sea, which joins the land Bountiful,
which is on the south of the land
Bountiful; and this land Jershon is
the land which we will give unto
our brethren for an inheritance.

23 And behold, we will set our
armies between the lanc
and the land Nephi, that we ma
“protect our brethren in the land
] s i s we do for our
brethren on account of their
fear to take up arms against their
brethren lest they should commit
sin; and this their great fear came
because of their sore repentance
which they had, on account of their
many murders and their awful
wickedness.

24 And now behold, this will we

Ammon had heard thlS, hereturned
to the people of Anti-Nephi-Lehi,
and also Alma with him, into the
wilderness, where they had pitched
their tents, and made known unto
them all these things. And Alma
also related unto them his “conver-
sion, with Ammon and Aaron, and
his brethren.

26 And it came to pass that it did
cause great joy among them. And
they went down into the land of
Jershon, and took possession of
the land of Jershon; and they were
called by the Nephites the “people
of Ammon; therefore they were
distinguished by that name ever
after.

27 And they were among the peo-
ple of Nephi, and also numbered
among the people who were of the
church of God. And they were also
distinguished for their “zeal towards
God, and also towards men; for they
were perfectly Phonest and upright
in all things; and they were “firm
in the faith of Christ, even unto
the end.

28 And they did look upon shed-
ding the blood of their brethren
with the greatest abhorrence; and
they never could be prevailed upon
to take up arms against their breth-
ren; and they never did look upon
death with any degree of terror, for
their hope and views of Christ and
the resurrection; therefore, death
was swallowed up to them by the
victory of Christ over it.

29 Therefore, they would suffer

184 Alma 28:8. | 43-11.
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Anti-Nephi-Lehies (People of Ammon) are Given the

Land of Jershon and Protected by the Nephites

“death in the most aggravating and
distressing manner which could be
inflicted by their brethren, before
they would take the sword or cime-
ter Lo smite them.

30 And thus they were a zealous
and beloved people, a highly fa-
vored people of the Lord.

CHAPTER 28

The Lamanites are defeated in a tre-
mendous battle—Tens of thousands
are slain—The wicked are consigned
to a state of endless woe; the righteous
attain a never-ending happiness. About
77-76 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that after
the people of Ammon were estab-
lished in the land of ¢Jershon, and
a church also established in the
land of Jershon, and the armics of
the Nephites were set round about
the land of Jershon, yea, in all the
borders round about the land of
Zarahemla; behold the armies of
the Lamanites had followed their
brethren into the wilderness.

2 And thus there was a tremen-
dous battle; yea, even such an one
as never had been known among
all the people in the land from the
time Lehi left Jerusalem; vea, and
tens of thousands of the Lamanites
were slain and scaltered abroad.

3 Yea, and also there was a tremen-
dous slaughter among the people of
Nephi; nevertheless, the Lamanites
were “driven and scattered, and the
people of Nephi returned again to
their land.

4 And now this was a timc that
there was a great “mourning and
lamentation heard throughout all
the land, among all the people of
Nephi—

5 Yea, the cry of “widows mourn-
ing for their husbands, and also of
fathers mourning for their sons,

and the daughter for the brother,
yea, the brother for the father;
and thus the cry of mourning was
heard among all of them, mourn-
ing f(or their Kindred who had
heen slain.

6 And now surely this was a sor-
rowful day; yea, a time of solem-
nity, and a time of much “¢fasting
and prayer.

7 And thus endeth the fifteenth
ycar of the rcign of the judgces over
the people of Nephi;

8 And “this is the account of Am-
mon and his brethren, their jour-
neyings in the land of Nephi, their
sufferings in the land, their sorrows,
and their afflictions, and their *in-
comprehensible joy, and the recep-
tion and safety of the brethren in
the land of Jershon. And now may
the Lord, the Redeemer of all men,
bless their souls forever.

9 And this is the account of the
wars and contentions among the
Nephites, and also the wars between
the Nephites and the Lamanites;
and the fifteenth year of the reign
of the judges is ended.

10 And from the “first year to the
fifteenth has brought to pass the
destruction of many thousand lives;
yea, it has brought to pass an awful
scene of bloodshed.

11 And the bodies of many thou-
sands are laid low in the earth,
while the bodies of many thousands
are “moldering in heaps upon the
face of the earth; yea, and many
thousands are *mourning for the
loss of their Kindred, because they
havc rcason to fcar, according to the
promises of the Lord, that they are
consigned to a state of endless wo.

12 While many thousands of others
truly “mourn for the loss of their
kKindred, yet they rejoice and exult
in the hope, and even Know, accord-
ing to the ’promises of the Lord, that

29a Alma 24:23 (20-23).
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6a Matt. 5:4; Alma 30:2;

in Alma 1-28.



“Consider, for example, this instruction from Christ to his
disciples. He said, ‘Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you’ (Matthew 5:44).

“Think what this admonition alone would do In your
neighborhood and mine, in the communities in which you and
your children live, in the nations which make up our great global
family. | realize this doctrine poses a significant challenge, but
surely 1t Is a more agreeable challenge than the terrible tasks
posed for us by the war and poverty and pain the world
continues to face. ...

“We all have significant opportunity to practice Christianity, and
we should try it at every opportunity. For example, we can all be
a little more forgiving”

(President Howard W. Hunter in Conference Report, Oct. 1992, 22-23; or
Ensign, Nov. 1992, 18).



A Tremendous Battle

“death in the most aggravating and
distressing manner which could be
inflicted by their brethren, before
they would take the sword or cime-
ter Lo smite them.

30 And thus they were a zealous
and beloved people, a highly fa-
vored people of the Lord.

CHAPTER 28

The Lamanites are defeated in a tre-
mendous battle—Tens of thousands
are slain—The wicked are consigned
to a state of endless woe; the righteous
attain a never-ending happiness. About
77-76 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that after
the people of Ammon were estab-
ished 1n the land of 4Jershon, and
a church also established in the
land of Jershon, and the armics of
the Nephites were set round about
the land of Jershon, yea, in all the
borders round about the land of
Zarahemla; behold the armies of
the Lamanites had followed their
brethren into the wilderness.

2 And thus there was a tremen-
dous battle; yea, even such an one
as never had been known among
all the people in the land from the
time Lehi left Jerusalem; vea, and
tens of thousands of the Lamanites
were slain and scaltered abroad.

3 Yea, and also there was a tremen-
dous slaughter among the people of
Nephi; nevertheless, the Lamanites
were “driven and scattered, and the
people of Nephi returned again to
their land.

4 And now this was a timc that
there was a great “mourning and
lamentation heard throughout all
the land, among all the people of
Nephi—

5 Yea, the cry of “widows mourn-
ing for their husbands, and also of
fathers mourning for their sons,

and the daughter for the brother,
yea, the brother for the father;
and thus the cry of mourning was
heard among all of them, mourn-
ing f(or their Kindred who had
been slain.

6 And now surely this was a sor-
rowful day; yea, a time of solem-
nity, and a time of much “fasting
and prayer.

7 And thus endeth the fifteenth
ycar of the rcign of the judgces over
the people of Nephi;

8 And “this is the account of Am-
mon and his brethren, their jour-
neyings in the land of Nephi, their
sufferings in the land, their sorrows,
and their afflictions, and their *in-
comprehensible joy, and the recep-
tion and safety of the brethren in
the land of Jershon. And now may
the Lord, the Redeemer of all men,
bless their souls forever.

9 And this is the account of the
wars and contentions among the
Nephites, and also the wars between
the Nephites and the Lamanites;
and the fifteenth year of the reign
of the judges is ended.

10 And from the “first year to the
fifteenth has brought to pass the
destruction of many thousand lives;
yea, it has brought to pass an awful
scene of bloodshed.

11 And the bodies of many thou-
sands are laid low in the earth,
while the bodies of many thousands
are “moldering in heaps upon the
face of the earth; yea, and many
thousands are *mourning for the
loss of their Kindred, because they
havc rcason to fcar, according to the
promises of the Lord, that they are
consigned to a state of endless wo.

12 While many thousands of others
truly “mourn for the loss of their
Kindred, yet they rejoice and exult
in the hope, and even know, accord-
ing to the ’promises of the Lord, that
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Mormon Summarizes the Year

they are raised to dwell at the right
hand of God, in a state of never-
ending chappiness.

13 And thus we see how great
the “inequality of man is because
of sin and ®transgression, and the
power of the devil, which comes
by the cunning °plans which he
hath devised to ensnare the hearts
of men.,

14 And thus we see the great call
of ?diligence of men to labor in the
vineyards of the Lord; and thus we
see the great reason of sorrow, and
also of rejoicing—sorrow because
of death and destruction among
men, and joy because of the *light
of Christ unto life.

CHAPTER 29

Alma desires to cry repentance with an-
gelic zeal—T he Lord grants teachers for
all nations—Alma glories in the Lord’s
work and in the success of Ammon and
his brethren. About 76 B.C.

O THAT I were an angel, and could
have the wish of mine heart, thatl
might go forth and speak with the
“trump of God, with a voice to shake
the earth, and cry repentance unto
every people!

2 Yea, I would declare unto every
soul, as with the voice of thunder,
repentance and the plan of redemp-
tion, that they should repent and
“come unto our God, that there
might not be more sorrow upon all
the face of the earth.

3 But behold, I am a man, and do
sin in my wish; for I ought to be
content with the things which the
Lord hath allotted unto me.

4 1 ought not to harrow up in my
desires the firm decree of a just God,

for 1 know that he granteth unto men
according to their ?desire, whether
it be unto death or unto life; yea,
I know that he allotteth unto men,
yvea, decreeth unto them decrees
which are unalterable, according to
their *wills, whether they be unto
salvation or unto destruction.

5 Yea, and I know that good and
evil have come before all men; he
that knoweth not good from evil is
“blameless; but he that *knoweth
good and evil, to him it is given ac-
cording to his desires, whether he
desireth good or evil, life or death,
joy or remorse of ‘conscience.

6 Now, seeing that I know these
things, why should I desire more
than to “perform the work to which
[ have been called?

7 Why should I desire that I were
an angel, that I could speak unto
all the ends of the earth?

8 For behold, the Lord doth “grant
unto fall nations, of their own na-
tion and ‘tongue, to teach his word,
vea, in wisdom, all that he 4seeth
fit that they should have; therefore
we see that the Lord doth counsel
in wisdom, according to that which
is just and true.

9 1 know that which the Lord hath
commanded me, and I glory in it.
I do “not *glory of myself, but I
olory in that which the Lord hath
commanded me; vea, and this is
my glory, that perhaps I may be an
instrument in the hands of God to
bring some soul to repentance; and
this is my jov.

10 And behold, when I see many
of my brethren truly penitent, and
coming to the Lord their God, then
is my soul filled with joy; then do 1
remember “what the Lord has done
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A Tremendous Battle

[~ 2 And thus there was a tremen- |
i dous battle; yea, even such an one {}
i as never had been known among }
¢ all the people in the land from the §}
t1me Leh1 left Ierusalem yea, and 3

“death in the most aggravating and
distressing manner which could be
inflicted by their brethren, before
they would take the sword or cime-
ter Lo smite them.

30 And thus they were a zealous
and beloved people, a highly fa-
vored people of the Lord.

CHAPTER 28

The Lamanites are defeated in a tre-
mendous battle—Tens of thousands
are slain—The wicked are consigned
to a state of endless woe; the righteous
attain a never-ending happiness. About
77-76 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that after
the people of Ammon were estab-
ished 1n th ershon, and
a church also established in the
land of Jershon, and the armics of
the Nephites were set round about
the land of Jershon, yea, in all the
borders round about the land of
Zarahemla; behold the armies of
the Lamanites had followed their
he wilderness,

were slain and scaltered abroad

3 Yea, and also there was a tremen-
dous slaughter among the people of
Nephi; nevertheless, the Lamanites
were “driven and scattered, and the
people of Nephi returned again to
their land.

4 And now this was a timc that
there was a great “mourning and
lamentation heard throughout all

the land, among all the people of ||

Nephi—

5 Yea, the cry of “widows mourn-
ing for their husbands, and also of
fathers mourning for their sons,
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and the daughter for the brother,
yea, the brother for the father;
and thus the cry of mourning was
heard among all of them, mourn-
ing f(or their Kindred who had
been slain.

6 And now surely this was a sor-
rowful day; yea, a time of solem-
nity, and a time of much “fasting
and prayer.

7 And thus endeth the fifteenth
ycar of the rcign of the judgces over
the people of Nephi;

8 And “this is the account of Am-
mon and his brethren, their jour-
neyings in the land of Nephi, their
sufferings in the land, their sorrows,
and their afflictions, and their *in-
comprehensible joy, and the recep-
tion and safety of the brethren in
the land of Jershon. And now may
the Lord, the Redeemer of all men,
bless their souls forever.

9 And this is the account of the
wars and contentions among the
Nephites, and also the wars between
the Nephites and the Lamanites;
and the fifteenth year of the reign

ofthe ud es 1s‘endedﬁ S

| fifteenth has brought to pass the ]
 destruction of many thousand lives; ?
f yea, it has brought to pass an awful }
“|i scene of bloodshed. i

' 11 And the bodies of many thou- |
'sands are laid low in the earth, f§
t while the bodies of many thousands }
jare “moldering in heaps upon the
t face of the earth; yea, and many }
' thousands are *mourning for the |
t loss of their Kindred, because they |
i havc rcason to fcar, according to the §
: promises of the Lord, that they are }
i consigned to a state of endless wo. ¢
¢ 12 While many thousands of others
truly “mourn for the loss of their §
t Kindred, yet they rejoice and exult Z.»
i in the hope, and even know, accord-
f 1 ing to the promlses of the Lord that ~
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t they are raised to dwell at the right §
- hand of God, in a state of never- §
t ending “happiness.
. 13 And thus we see how great |
y of man is because §
t of sin and ®transgression, and the }
: power of the devil, which comes §
' by the cunning °plans which he §
¢ hath devised to ensnare the hearts |
i of men. !
14 And thus we see the great call §
{ of “diligence of men to labor in the |
{ vineyards of the Lord; and thus we ¢{
| see the great reason of Sorrow, and
| Also of rejoicing—sorrow because §
t of death and destruction among §
i men, and joy because of the Plight |
{ of Ch1 ist unto life.
B T T than to “perform the work to which

CHAPTER 29

Alma desires to cry repentance with an-
gelic zeal—T he Lord grants teachers for
all nations—Alma glories in the Lord’s
work and in the success of Ammon and
his brethren. About 76 B.C.

O THAT I were an angel, and could
have the wish of mine heart, thatl
might go forth and speak with the
“trump of God, with a voice to shake
the earth, and cry repentance unto
every people!

2 Yea, I would declare unto every
soul, as with the voice of thunder,
repentance and the plan of redemp-
tion, that they should repent and
“come unto our God, that there
might not be more sorrow upon all
the face of the earth.

3 But behold, I am a man, and do
sin in my wish; for I ought to be
content with the things which the
Lord hath allotted unto me.

4 1 ought not to harrow up in my
desires the firm decree of a just God,

for 1 know that he granteth unto men
according to their *desire, whether
it be unto death or unto life; vea,
I know that he allotteth unto men,
yvea, decreeth unto them decrees
which are unalterable, according to
their *wills, whether they be unto
salvation or unto destruction.

5 Yea, and I know that good and

| evil have come before all men; he

that knoweth not good from evil is
“blameless; but he that *knoweth
good and evil, to him it is given ac-

| cording to his desires, whether he

desireth good or evil, life or death,

1 joy or remorse of ‘conscience.

6 Now, seeing that I know these
things, why should I desire more

[ have been called?

7 Why should I desire that I were
an angel, that I could speak unto
all the ends of the earth?

8 For behold, the Lord doth “grant
unto fall nations, of their own na-
tion and ‘tongue, to teach his word,
vea, in wisdom, all that he 4seeth
fit that they should have; therefore
we see that the Lord doth counsel
in wisdom, according to that which
is just and true.

9 1 know that which the Lord hath
commanded me, and I glory in it.
I do “not *glory of myself, but I
olory in that which the Lord hath
commanded me; vea, and this is
my glory, that perhaps I may be an
instrument in the hands of God to
bring some soul to repentance; and
this is my jov.

10 And behold, when I see many
of my brethren truly penitent, and
coming to the Lord their God, then
is my soul filled with joy; then do 1
remember “what the Lord has done




they are raised to dwell at the right
hand of God, in a state of never-
ending ‘happiness.

13 And thus we see how great
the “inequality of man is because
of sin and ®transgression, and the
power of the devil, which comes
by the cunning °plans which he
hath devised to ensnare the hearts
of men.,

14 And thus we see the great call
of ediligence of men to labor in the
vineyards of the Lord; and thus we
see the great reason of sorrow, and
also of rejoicing—sorrow because
of death and destruction among
men, and joy because of the ?light
of Christ unto life.

CHAPTER 29

Alma desires to cry repentance with an-
gelic zeal—T he Lord grants teachers for
all nations—Alma glories in the Lord’s
work and in the success of Ammon and
his brethren. About 76 B.C. _

| every people!

i 2 Yea, I would declare unto every |
{ soul, as with the voice of thunder, }
i repentance and the plan of redemp- §
¢ tion, that they should repent and
: “come unto our God, that there }
t might not be more sorrow upon all §
|1 bringsome soul to repentance; and
t 3 But behold, I am a man, and do §
' sin in my wish; for I ought to be |
: content with the things which the §

t the face of the earth.

{ Lord hath allotted unto me.

¢ for 1 know that he granteth unto men }
- according to their °desire, whether |
L it be unto death or unto life; yea, |
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t yea, decreeth unto them decrees ¢§
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evil h'we come before all men; he
that knoweth not good from ev11 is
“blameless; but he that *knoweth
good and evil, to him it is given ac-
cording to his desires, whether he
desireth good or evil, life or death,
joy or remorse of ‘conscience.

6 Now, seeing that I know these
things, why should I desire more

than to “perform the work to which ges

[ have been called?

7 Why should I desire that I were

an angel, that I could speak unto
all the ends of the earth?

3 For behold, the Lord doth “grant
unto all nations, of their own na-

: - - tiOon and ‘tongue, to teach his word,
{ O THAT I were an angel and LOll].d
t have the wish of mine heart, that1 |
t might go forth and speak with the ;
i “trump of God, with a voice to shake {
¢ the earth, and cry repentance unto ¢

yvea, in wisdom, all that he 4seeth
fit that they should have; therefore
we see that the Lord doth counsel
in wisdom, according to that which
is just and true.

9 I know that which the Lord hath
commanded me, and I glory in it.
I do “not ®glory of myself, but I
olory in that which the Lord hath
commanded me; vea, and this is
my glory, that perhaps I may be an
instrument in the hands of God to

this is my jov.
10 And behold, when I see many
of my brethren truly penitent, and

{ coming to the Lord their God, then
{ 41 ought not to harrow up in my §
| desires the firm decree of a just God, |

is my soul filled with joy; then do I
remember “what the Lord has done

Alma Reflects on
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CHAPTER 30

Korihor, the anti-Christ, ridicules Christ,
the Atonement, and the spirit of proph-

_ = ecy—He teaches that there is no God, no

“lalled me
“weach the
tand hath

Ssl1 e which

40 SNy own
asuccess alone, bu S more
full because of the success of my
brethren, who have been up to the
land of Ncphi.

15 Behold, they have labored ex-
ceedingly, and have brought forth
much fruit; and how great shall be
their reward!

16 Now, when I think of the suc-
cess of these my brethren my soul
is carried away, even to the separa-
tion of it from the body, as it were,
SO great is my 4joy.

17 And now may God grant unto
these, my brethren, that they may
sit down in the kingdom of God; vea,
and also all those who are the fruit
of their labors that they may go no
more out, but that they may praise
him forever. And may God grant
that it may be done according to
my words, even as I have spoken.
Amen.

fall of man, no penalty for sin, and no
Christ—Alma testifies that Christ will
come and that all things denote there is
a God—Korihor demands a sign and is
struck dumb—The devil had appeared
to Korihor as an angel and taught him
what to say—Korihor is trodden doun
and dies. About 76-74 B.C.

BEHOLD, now it came to pass that
after the “people of Ammon were
established in the land of Jershon,
vea, and also after the Lamanites
were driven out of the land, and
their dead were buried by the peo-
ple of the land—

2 Now their dead were not num-
bered because of the greatness of
their numbers; neither were the dead
of the Nephites numbered—but it
came to pass after they had buried
their dead, and also after the days of
“fasting, and "mourning, and prayer,
(and it was in the sixteenth year of
the reign of the judges over the peo-
plc of Ncphi) there began to be con-
tinual peace throughout all the land.

3 Yea, and the people did observe
to keep the commandments of the
Lord; and they were strict in ob-
serving the “ordinances of God,
according to the law of Moses; for
they were taught to ’keep the law
of Moses until it should be fulfilled.

4 And thus the people did have
no disturbance in all the sixteenth
year of the reign of the judges over
the people of Nephi.

5 And it came to pass that in the
commencement of the seventeenth
yvear of the reign of the judges, there
was continual peace.

6 But it came to pass in the latter
end of the seventeenth year, there
came a man into the land of

|

|



“Desires ... become real determinants, even when, with
pitiful naivete, we do not really want the consequences
of our desires. ...

“Therefore, what we Insistently desire, over time, is what
we will eventually become and what we will receive In
eternity. ...

“Righteous desires need to be relentless, therefore,
because, said President Brigham Young, ‘the men and
women, who desire to obtain seats in the celestial
kingdom, will find that they must battle every day’ (in
Journal of Discourses, 11:14). Therefore, true Christian
soldiers are more than weekend warriors. ...

“. .. Remember, brothers and sisters, it Is our own desires
which determine the sizing and the attractiveness of
various temptations. We set our thermostats as to



“... Remember, brothers and sisters, it is our own desires
which determine the sizing and the attractiveness of

various temptations. We set our thermostats as to
temptations.

“Thus, educating and training our desires clearly
requires understanding the truths of the gospel, yet even
more is involved. President Brigham Young confirmed,
saying, ‘It is evident that many who understand the truth
do not govern themselves by it; consequently, no matter
how true and beautiful truth is, you have to take the
passions of the people and mould them to the law of
God’ (in Journal of Discourses, 7:595). ...

“...0nly by educating and training our desires can they
become our allies instead of our enemies!”

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell in Conference Report, Oct. 1996, 26-28; or
Ensign, Nov. 1996, 21-22).



they are raised to dwell at the right
hand of God, in a state of never-
ending ‘happiness.

13 And thus we see how great
the “inequality of man is because
of sin and ®transgression, and the
power of the devil, which comes
by the cunning °plans which he
hath devised to ensnare the hearts
of men.,

14 And thus we see the great call
of ?diligence of men to labor in the
vineyards of the Lord; and thus we
see the great reason of sorrow, and
also of rejoicing—sorrow because
of death and destruction among
men, and joy because of the ?light
of Christ unto life.

CHAPTER 29

Alma desires to cry repentance with an-
gelic zeal—T he Lord grants teachers for
all nations—Alma glories in the Lord’s
work and in the success of Ammon and
his brethren. About 76 B.C.

O THAT I were an angel, and could
have the wish of mine heart, that 1
might go forth and speak with the
“trump of God, with a voice to shake
the earth, and cry repentance unto
every people!

2 Yea, I would declare unto every
soul, as with the voice of thunder,
repentance and the plan of redemp-
tion, that they should repent and
“come unto our God, that there
might not be more sorrow upon all
the face of the earth.,

3 But behold, I am a man, and do
sin in my wish; for I ought to be
content with the things which the
Lord hath allotted unto me.

4 1 ought not to harrow up in my
desires the firm decree of a just God,

for 1 know that he granteth unto men
according to their ?desire, whether
it be unto death or unto life; yea,
I know that he allotteth unto men,
yvea, decreeth unto them decrees
which are unalterable, according to
their ®wills, whether they be unto
salvation or unto destruction.

5 Yea, and I know that good and
evil have come before all men; he
that knoweth not good from evil is
“blameless; but he that *knoweth
good and evil, to him it is given ac-
cording to his desires, whether he
desireth good or evil, life or death,
joy or remorse of ‘conscience.

6 Now, seeing that I know these
things, why should I desire more
than to “perform the work to which
[ have been called?

7 Why should I desire that I were
an angel, that I could speak unto
all the ends of the earth?

8 For behold, the Lord doth “grant
unto all nations, of their own na-
tion and ‘tongue, to teach his word,
yvea, in wisdom, all that he 4seeth
fit that they should have; therefore
we see that the Lord doth counsel
in wisdom, according to that which
is just and true.

9 I know that which the Lord hath
commanded me, and I glory in it.
I do “not ®glory of myself, but I
olory in that which the Lord hath
commanded me; vea, and this is
my glory, that perhaps I may be an
instrument in the hands of God to
bring some soul to repentance; and

. 10 And behold, when 1 see many |
t of my brethren truly penitent, and {
i coming to the Lord their God, then |
- is my soul filled with joy; thendo 1 |
: remember “what the Lord has done ¢
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i for me, yea, even that he hath heard |
t my praver; yea, then do I remem- }
{ ber his merciful arm which he ex- |

- tended towards me. |

11 Yea, and I also r

12 Yea,I have always

i the captivity of my fathers; and that §
¢ same God who “delivered them out §
. of the hands of the Egyptians dld
¢ deliver them out of *bondage.

13 Yea, and that same God did es-

¢ tablish hlS church among them; yea, |
;. and that same God hath called me §
i by a “holy calling, to ’preach the §
i word unto this people, and hath |
i given me much success, in the which §

y joy is full.
“success alone, but my joy is more
full because of the success of my
brethren, who have been up to the
land of Ncphi.

15 Behold, they have labored ex-
ceedingly, and have brought forth
much frult and how great shall be

. cess of these my brethren my soul
! is carried away, even to the separa- |
¢ tion of it from the body, as it were, !
1 SO0 great is my 4joy. ?
¢ 17 And now may God grant unto §
' these, my brethren, that they may {
¢ sitdown in the kingdom of God; vea, }

i and also all those who are the fruit |
¢ of their labors that they may go no |
! more out, but that they may praise |
. him forever. And may God grant §
{ that it may be done according to |
¢ my words, even as I have spoken. §
¢ Amen. 1

00 not joy 1n 1 my own

CHAPTER 30
Korihor, the anti-Christ, ridicules Christ,

1 the Atonement, and the spirit of proph-
the | ecy—He teaches that there is no God, no
! captivity of my fathers; for I surely £
{ do know that the “Lord did deliver §
t them out of bondage, and by this §
{ did establish his church; yea, the |
{ Lord God, the God of Abraham, f;'i
| the God of Isaac, and the God of |
¢ Jacob, did deliver them out of
i bondage.

fall of man, no penalty for sin, and no
Christ—Alma testifies that Christ will
come and that all things denote there is
a God—Korihor demands a sign and is
struck dumb—The devil had appeared
to Korihor as an angel and taught him
what to say—Korihor is trodden down

{ and dies. About 76-74 B.C.
| BEHOLD, now it came to pass that

after the “people of Ammon were
established in the land of Jershon,
vea, and also after the Lamanites

| were °driven out of the land, and

their dead were buried by the peo-
ple of the land—

2 Now their dead were not num-
bered because of the greatness of
their numbers; neither were the dead
of the Nephites numbered—but it

1 came to pass after they had buried

their dead, and also after the days of
“fasting, and "mourning, and prayer,
(and it was in the sixteenth year of
the reign of the judges over the peo-
plc of Ncphi) there began to be con-
tinual peace throughout all the land.

3 Yea, and the people did observe
to keep the commandments of the

| Lord; and they were strict in ob-
i serving the “ordinances of God,

according to the law of Moses; for
they were taught to ’keep the law
of Moses until it should be fulfilled.

4 And thus the people did have
no disturbance in all the sixteenth
year of the reign of the judges over
the people of Nephi.

5 And it came to pass that in the
commencement of the seventeenth
yvear of the reign of the judges, there
was continual peace.

6 But it came to pass in the latter
end of the seventeenth year, there

| came a man into the land of




