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the devil, and the word of God be-
ing preached in its purity in all the
land, and the Lord pouring out his
blessings upon the people—thus

ended the fourteenth year of the |

reign of the judges over the people of
Nephi.

An account of the sons of Mosiah,}
{ who rejected their rights to the King-§

t to the Lamanites; their sufferings |
i and deliverance—according to the |
¢ record of Alma.

CHAPTER 17

The sons of Mosiah have the spirit of
prophecy and of revelation—They go
their several ways to declare the word
to the Lamanites—Ammon goes to the
land of Ishmael and becomes the ser-
vant of King Lamoni—Ammon saves
the king’s flocks and slays his enemies
at the water of Sebus. Verses 1-3, about
77 B.C.; verse 4, about 91-77 B.C.; and
; ; _2C 1bou B, (

¢t AND now it came to pass that as}
. Alma was journeying from the land §
t of Gideon southward, away to the §
i land of “Manti, behold, to his as- |
i tonishment, he met with the “sons 1
t of Mosiah journeying towards the i
t land of Zarahemla. ;
i 2 Now these sons of Mosiah were |{
¢ with Alma at the time the angel ]
1 “first appeared unto him; therefore
: Alma did rejoice exceedingly to §
see his brethren; and what added }
i more to his joy, they were still his §
{ brethren in the Lord; vea, and they |
¢ had waxed strong in the knowledge §
i of the truth; for they were men of |

I revelation, and when they taught, }

¢ dom for the word of God, and went } |
t up to the land of Nephi to preachj|

il to the *knowledge of the truth; yea, |
i { by the power of their words many |
£ -, ters ik -1 [l were brought before the altar of God, |

' a sound understanding and they !
! had *searched the scriptures dili- }
{ gently, that they might know the |
' word of God. ‘
. 3 But this is not all; they had i
i given themselves to much prayer,
¢ and “fasting; therefore they had the §
i spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of

' they taught with °power and au-
¢ thority of God. *
4 And they had been teaching the §
: word of God for the space of fourteen #
' years among the Lamanites, having |

i had much “success in bringing many §

¢ to call on his name and ‘confess }

"Now these are the circumstances
which attended them in their jour-
neyings, for they had many afflic-
tions; they did suffer much, both in
body and in mind, such as hunger,
thirst and fatigue, and also much
“labor in the spirit.

6 Now these were their journey-
ings: Having “taken leave of their
father, Mosiah, in the *first year of
the judges; having ‘refused the king-
dom which their father was desir-
ous to confer upon them, and also
this was the minds of the people;

7 Nevertheless they departed out
of the land of Zarahemla, and took
their swords, and their spears,
and their bows, and their arrows,
and their slings; and this they did
that they might “provide food for
themselves while in the wilderness.

8 And thus they departed into
the wilderness with their numbers
which they had %selected, to go up
to the land of Nephi, to preach the
word of God unto the Lamanites.

9 And it came to pass that they
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journeyed many days in the wil-
derness, and they fasted much and
“prayed much that the Lord would
grant unto them a portion of his
Spirit to go with them, and abide
with them, that they might be an
Pinstrument in the hands of God to
bring, if it were possible, their breth-
ren, the Lamanites, to the Knowledge
of the truth, to the knowledge of the
baseness of the ‘traditions of their
fathers, which were not correct.

10 And it came to pass that the
Lord did #visit them with his *Spirit,
and said unto them: Be ‘comforted.
And they were comforted.

11 And the Lord said unto them
also: Go forth among the Laman-
ites, thy brethren, and establish
my word; yvet ye shall be ¢patient in
long-suffering and afflictions, that
yve may show forth good Pexamples
unto them in me, and I will make
an instrument of thee in my hands
unto the salvation of many souls.

12 And it came to pass that the hearts
of the sons of Mosiah, and also those
who were with them, took courage
to go forth unto the Lamanites to
declare unto them the word of God.

13 And it came to pass when they
had arrived in the borders of the
land of the Lamanites, that they
“separated themselves and departed
one from another, trusting in the
Lord that they should meet again
at the close of their *harvest; for
they supposed that great was the
work which they had undertaken.

14 And assuredly it was great,
for they had undertaken to preach
the word of God to a *wild and a
hardened and a ferocious people;
a people who delighted in murder-
ing the Nephites, and robbing and
plundering them; and their hearts
were set upon riches, or upon gold

and silver, and precious stones; yet
they sought to obtain these things
by murdering and plundering, that
they might not labor for them with
their own hands.

15 Thus they were a very indolent
people, many of whom did worship
idols, and the “curse of God had
fallen upon them because of the
btraditions of their fathers; notwith-
standing the promises of the Lord
were extended unto them on the
conditions of repentance.

16 Therefore, this was the 4cause
for which the sons of Mosiah had
undertaken the work, that perhaps
they might bring them unto re-
pentance; that perhaps they might
bring them to know of the plan of
redemption.

17 Therefore they separated them-
selves one from another, and went
forth among them, every man alone,
according to the word and power
of God which was given unto him.

18 Now Ammon being the chief
among them, or rather he did ad-
minister unto them, and he departed
from them, after having “blessed
them according to their several
stations, having imparted the word
of God unto them, or administered
unto them before his departure; and
thus they took their several jour-
neys throughout the land.

19 And Ammon went to the land
of “Ishmael, the land being called
after the sons of PIshmael, who also
became Lamanites.

20 And as Ammon entered the land
of Ishmael, the Lamanites took him
and “bound him, as was their cus-
tom to bind all the Nephites who
fell into their hands, and carry them
before the King; and thus it was left
to the pleasure of the king to slay
them, or to retain them in captivity,
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the devil, and the word of God be-
ing preached in its purity in all the
land, and the Lord pouring out his
blessings upon the people—thus
ended the fourteenth year of the
‘reign of the yudges over the people of
Nephi.

,{ An account of the sons of Mosiah,
{ who rejected their rights to the king-§

t dom for the word of God, and went i §
¢t up to the land of Nephi to preach}

- to the Lamanites; their sufferings |
{ and deliverance—according to the

i record of Alma.

CHAPTER 17

The sons of Mosiah have the spirit of
prophecy and of revelation—They go
their several ways to declare the word
to the Lamanites—Ammon goes to the
land of Ishmael and becomes the ser-
vant of King Lamoni—Ammon saves
the king’s flocks and slays his enemies
at the water of Sebus. Verses 1-3, about
77 B C.; verse 4, about 91 77 B.C.; and

i AND now it came to pass that as
. Alma was journeying from the land }
: of Gideon southward, away to the |
¢ land of “Manti, behold, to his as- |
! tonishment, he ®met with the “sons !
' of Mosiah journeying towards the ¢

f land of Zarahemla.

. 2 Now these sons of Mosiah were |
¢ with Alma at the time the angel ;
1 “first appeared unto him; therefore |
' Alma did rejoice exceedingly to§
' see his brethren; and what added §
i more to his joy, they were still his §
{ brethren in the Lord; vea, and they |
- had waxed strong in the knowledge |
- of the truth; for they were men of |
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' a sound understanding and they |
- had ®searched the scriptures dili-
- gently, that they might know the |
- word of God. i
3 But this is not all; they had !
. given themselves to much prayer, |
: and “fasting; therefore they had the |
. spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of !
= revelation, and when they taught, |
| taught with *power and au-
thority of God. *
4 And they had been teaching the §
. word of God for the space of fourteen !
years among the Lamanites, having |
i had much “success in bringing many §
i ;)0 the *knowledge of the trgth; yea, §
‘ : ot i} by the power of their words many |
1 . LSin tT. _ .4 [f were brought before the altar of God, |
to call on his name and ‘confess §
their sins before him.

they

VoW TheSE are The CITCUMSTANCES
which attended them in their jour-
neyings, for they had many afflic-
tions; they did suffer much, both in
body and in mind, such as hunger,
thirst and fatigue, and also much
“labor in the spirit.

6 Now these were their journey-
ings: Having “taken leave of their
father, Mosiah, in the ?first year of
the judges; having ‘refused the king-
dom which their father was desir-
ous to confer upon them, and also
this was the minds of the people;

7 Nevertheless they departed out
of the land of Zarahemla, and took
their swords, and their spears,
and their bows, and their arrows,
and their slings; and this they did
that they might “provide food for
themselves while in the wilderness.

8 And thus they departed mto
the wilderness

which they ith

p 'opreaeh the
word of God unto the Lamanites.
9 And it came to pass that they
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Sons of Mosiah
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_fathers, which were not correct.

: Lord did #visit them with his "Splrlt
! and said unto them: Be ‘comforted. |
: And they were comforted. .,

: also: Go forth among the Laman- §
| ites, thy brethren, and establish §

! yve may show forth good “examples |
{ unto them in me, and I will make |
i an instrument of thee in my hands §
| unto the salvation of many souls -}

journeyved many days in the wil-
derness, and they fasted m‘uch and

grant unto them a portion of his
Spirit to go with them, and abide
with them, they might be an
Pinstrument in the hands of God to
brmg, if it were possible, their breth-

he truth, to the knowledge of the
baseness of the ¢traditions of their

And it came to pass that the |

11 And the Lord said unto them ‘

my word; yet ye shall be *patient in ¢
long-suffering and afflictions, that |

ATC AINE (O PASS
of the sons of Mosiah, and also those
who were with them, took courage
to go forth unto the Lamanites to
declare unto them the word of God.

13 And it came to pass when they
had arrived in the borders of the
land of the Lamanites, that they
“separated themselves and departed
one from another, trusting in the
Lord that they should meet again
at the close of their *harvest; for
they supposed that great was the
work which they had undertaken.

14 And assuredly it was great,
for they had undertaken to preach
the word of God to a *wild and a
hardened and a ferocious people;
a people who delighted in murder-
ing the Nephites, and robbing and
plundering them; and their hearts
were set upon riches, or upon gold

and silver, and precious stones; yet
they sought to obtain these things
by murdering and plundering, that
they might not labor for them with
their own hands.

Alma 26:26

26 But behold, my beloved
brethren, we came into the
wilderness not with the intent
to destroy our brethren, but
with the intent that perhaps
we might save some few of
their souls.

27 Now when our hearts were
depressed, and we were about

to turn back, behold, the
Lord comforted us, and said:
Go amongst thy brethren, the
Lamanites, and bear
with patience thine afflictions,
and | will give unto you
success.

and “bound hlm as was their cus-
tom to bind all the Nephites who
fell into their hands, and carry them
before the King; and thus it was left
to the pleasure of the King to slay
them, or to retain them in captivity,
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“] always want the Lord to know that if He
needs an errand run, Tom Monson will run that

errand for HHm”

(“On the Lord’s Errand: The Life of Thomas S. Monson,” video,
ChurchofJesusChrist.org).




“First, get to know your neighbors. Learn about their
families, their work, their views. Get together with them,
If they are willing, and do so without being pushy and
without any ulterior motives. Friendship should never be
offered as a means to an end; it can and should be an
end unto itself. ...

“... Let us cultivate meaningful relationships of mutual trust
and understanding with people from different backgrounds
and beliefs.

“Second, | believe it would be good if we eliminated a
couple of phrases from our vocabulary: nonmember and
non-Mormon. Such phrases can be demeaning and even
belittling. Personally, | don’t consider myself to be a ‘non-
Catholic’ or a ‘non-dew.’ | am a Christian. | am a member of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. That is
how | prefer to be identified—for who and what | am, as
opposed to being identified for what | am not. Let us extend



that same courtesy to those who live among us. If a
collective description is needed, then ‘neighbors’ seems to
work well in most cases.

“And third, if neighbors become testy or frustrated because
of some disagreement with The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints or with some law we support for moral
reasons, please don’t suggest to them—even In a
humorous way—that they consider moving someplace else.
| cannot comprehend how any member of our Church can
even think such a thing! Our pioneer ancestors were driven
from place to place by uninformed and intolerant
neighbors. They experienced extraordinary hardship and
persecution because they thought, acted, and believed
differently from others. If our history teaches us nothing
else, it should teach us to respect the rights of all people to
peacefully coexist with one another”

(Elder M. Russell Ballard in Conference Report, Oct. 2001, 45; or
Ensign, Nov. 2001, 37-38).



the devil, and the word of God be-
ing preached in its purity in all the
land, and the Lord pouring out his
blessings upon the people—thus
ended the fourteenth year of the

An account of the sons of Mosiah,
who rejected their rights to the king-
dom for the word of God, and went
up to the land of Nephi to preach
to the Lamanites; their sufferings
and deliverance—according to the
record of Alma.

Comprising chapters 17 through 27.

CHAPTER 17

The sons of Mosiah have the spirit of
prophecy and of revelation—They go
their several ways to declare the word
to the Lamanites—Ammon goes to the
land of Ishmael and becomes the ser-
vant of King Lamoni—Ammon saves
the king’s flocks and slays his enemies
at the water of Sebus. Verses 1-3, about
77 B.C.; verse 4, about 91-77 B.C.; and
yerses 5—-39, about 91 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that as
Alma was journeying from the land
of Gideon southward, away to the
land of “Manti, behold, to his as-
tonishment, he ®met with the ¢sons
of Mosiah journeying towards the
land of Zarahemla.

2 Now these sons of Mosiah were
with Alma at the time the angel
“first appeared unto him; therefore
Alma did rejoice exceedingly to
see his brethren; and what added
more to his joy, they were still his
brethren in the Lord; vea, and they
had waxed strong in the knowledge
of the truth; for they were men of

a sound understanding and they
had ?’searched the scriptures dili-
gently, that they might know the
word of God.

3 But this is not all; they had
given themselves to much praver,
and “fasting; therefore they had the
spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of
revelation, and when they taught,
they taught with ’power and au-
thority of God.

4 And they had been teaching the
word of God for the space of fourteen

ears among the 'manes,'
ﬁaﬁ much “success in bringing many
to the *’knowledge of the truth; yea,
by the power of their words many
were brought before the altar of God,
to call on his name and ‘confess
their sins before him.

5 Now these are the circumstances
hem 1n their jour-
neyings, for they had many afflic-
tions; they did suffer much, both in
body and in mind, such as hunger,
thirst and fatigue, and also much
“labor in the spirit.

6 Now these were their journey-
ys: Having “taken leave of ' eir

ings:
‘?atrﬁel Mosiah, in the ®first yvear of

the judges; having ‘refused the king-
dom which their father was desir-
ous to confer upon them, and also
this was the minds of the people;
7 Nevertheless they departed out
of the land of Zarahemla, and took
their swords, and their spears,
and their bows, and their arrows,
and their slings; and this they did
that they might “provide food for
themselves while in the wilderness.
8 And thus they departed into
the wilderness with their numbers
which they had %selected, to go up
to the land of Nephi, to preach the
word of God unto the Lamanites.
9 And it came to pass that they

o B o |

|

aving

-
o
=
O
—
Q
/)
i e
O
N
o,
=
Ll
o
N
-
O
/)

Issionary Journeys

Their M

journeyved many days in the wil-
derness, and they fasted much and

grant unto them a portion of his
Spirit to go with them, and abide
with them, that they might be an
Pinstrument in the hands of God to
bring, if it were possible, their breth-
ren, the Lamanites, to the Knowledge
of the truth, to the knowledge of the
baseness of the ‘traditions of their
fathers, which were not correct.

10 And it came to pass that the
Lord did #visit them with his *Spirit,
and said unto them: Be ‘comforted.
And they were comforted.

11 And the Lord said unto them
also: Go forth among the Laman-
ites, thy brethren, and establish
my word; vet ye shall be ®patient in
long-suffering and afflictions, that
yve may show forth good Pexamples
unto them in me, and I will make
an instrument of thee in my hands
unto the salvation of many souls.

12 And it came to pass that the hearts
of the sons of Mosiah, and also those
who were with them, t _
to go forth unto the Lamanites to
declare unto them the word of God.

13 And it came to pghass when they
had arrived in the Jorders of the
land of the Laman| es, that they
“separated themselve |and departed
piing in the
_ eet again
Alma 26-26-27 arvest; for

sat was the
work which they had undertaken.

14 And assuredly it was great,
for they had undertaken to preach
the word of God to a *wild and a
hardened and a ferocious people;
a people who delighted in murder-
ing the Nephites, and robbing and
plundering them; and their hearts
were set upon riches, or upon gold

"minister unto them, and he depar ted

and silver, and precious stones; yet
they sought to obtain these things
by murdering and plundering, that
they might not labor for them with
their own hands.

15 Thus they were a very indolent
people, many of whom did worship
idols, and the “curse of God had
fallen upon them because of the
btraditions of their fathers; notwith-
standing the promises of the Lord
were extended unto them on the
conditions of repentance.

16 Therefore, this was the 4cause
for which the sons of Mosiah had
undertaken the work, that perhaps
they might bring them unto re-
pentance; that perhaps they might
bring them to know of the plan of
redemption.

17 Therefore they separated them-
selves one from another, and went
forth among them, every man alone,
according to the word and power
of God which was given unto him.
18 Now Ammon being the chief

from them, after having “blessed
them a.ccording to their several
stations, having imparted the word
of God unto them, or administered
unto them before his departure; and
thus they took their several jour-
neys throughout the land.

19 And Ammon went to the land
of “Ishmael, the land being called
after the sons of PIshmael, who also
became Lamanites.

20 And as Ammon entered the land
of Ishmael, the Lamanites took him
and “bound him, as was their cus-
tom to bind all the Nephites who
fell into their hands, and carry them
before the King; and thus it was left
to the pleasure of the Kking to slay
them, or to retain them in captivity,
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and silver, and precious stones; yet
they sought to obtain these things
by murdering and plundering, that
they might not labor for them with
their own hands.

15 Thus they were a very indolent
people, many of whom did worship
idols, and the ¢curse of God had
fallen upon them because of the
btraditions of their fathers; notwith-
standing the promises of the Lord
were extended unto them on the
conditions of repentance.

16 Therefore, this was the “cause
for which the sons of Mosiah had
undertaken the work, that perhaps
they might bring them unto re-
pentance; that perhaps they might
bring them to know of the plan of
redemption.

17 Therefore they separated them-
selves one from another, and went
forth among them, every man alone,
according to the word and power
of God which was given unto him.,

18 Now Ammon being the chief
among them, or rather he did ad-
minister unto them, and he departed
from them, after having “blessed
them according to their several
stations, having imparted the word
of God unto them, or administered
unto them before his departure; and
thus they took their several jour-
neys throughout the land.

19 And Ammon went to the land
of “Ishmael, the land being called
after the sons of PIshmael, who also
became Lamanites.

20 And as Ammon entered the land
of Ishmael, the Lamanites took him
and “bound him, as was their cus-
tom to bind all the Nephites who
fell into their hands, and carry them
before the King; and thus it was left
to the pleasure of the Kking to slay
them, or to retain them in captivity,
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Land of Ishmael

or to cast them into prison, or to
cast them out of his land, according
to his will and pleasure.

21 And thus Ammon was carried
before the king who was over the
land of Ishmael; and his name was
Lamoni; and he was a descendant
of Ishmael.

22 And the king inquired of Am-
mon if it were his desire to dwell
in the land among the Lamanites,
or among his people.

23 And Ammon said unto him:
Yea, I desire to “dwell among this
people for a time; vea, and perhaps
until the day I die.

24 And it came to pass that king
Lamoni was much pleased with
Ammon, and caused that his bands
should be loosed; and he would
that Ammon should take one of his
daughters to wife.

25 But Ammon said unto him: Nay,
but I will be thy servant. Therefore
Ammon became a “servant to king
Lamoni. And it came to pass that
he was set among other servants to
watch the flocks of Lamoni, accord-
ing Lo the custom of the Lamanites.

26 And after he had been in the ?,4
service of the king three days, as he ,;

was with the Lamanitish servants
going forth with their flocks to the
place of *water, which was called

the water of Sebus, and all the La- ,

manites drive their flocks hither,
that they mav have water—
27 Therefore, as Ammon and the

forth their flocks to this place of i
water, behold, a certain number of
the Lamanites, who had been with
their flocks to water, stood and
agcattered the flocks of Ammon and
thc scrvants of the King, and they
scattered them insomuch that they

¢ began to murmur, saying: Now §i
| the King will slay us, as he has our §

| scattered by the wickedness of these |
' men. And they began to weep ex- |
i ceedingly, saying: Behold, our flocks }
i are scattered already. i
- 29 Now they wept because of the }
¢ fear of being slain. Now when Am- §
i mon saw this his heart was swollen }
: within him with joy; for, said he, §
' 1 will show forth my power unto j
¢ these my fellow-servants, or the}
i power which is in me, in restoring }
t these flocks unto the King, that I}
{ may win the hearts of these my!
¢ fellow-servants, that I may lead §
' them to “believe in my words. 4
t 30 And now, these were the!
: thoughts of Ammon, when he saw |
i the afflictions of those whom he;
! termed to be his brethren. i
i 31 And it came to pass that he flat- §
i tered them by his words, saying: My |

{ brethren, be of good cheer and let }
Fus g0 In search""j‘Eo”T'"t’H'“‘"f‘I"”e flocks, and §
! we will gather them together and {

: bring them back unto the place of
! water; and thus we will preserve
' the flocks unto the king and he}
 will not slay us. $
¢ 32 And 1t came (O pass that they }

| scatter their flocks; but Ammon |
i said unto his brethren: Encircle |
servants of the king were driving |f i oV |

¢ t 1ese men who do scatter our flocks. |
¢ 34 Therefore, they did as Ammon §
i commanded them,and he went forth §
¢t and stood to contend with those |
' who stood by thc watcrs of Scbus; |
¢ and they were in number not a few. }
i 35 Therefore they did not fear |
Ammon, for they supposed thatj
one of their men could slay him §
according to their pleasure, for j

they knew not that the Lord had |
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i “deliver his sons out of their hands; § ..
| neither did they know anything | KingLam
t concerning the Lord; therefore |
{ they delighted in the destruction of |
- their brethren; and for this cause | that come
i they stood to scatter the flocks of |

;;. the king.

-

his :

the sling, but he “slew none save it
were their leader with his sword;
and he smote off as many of their
arms as were lifted against him,
and thcy wcerce not a few.

39 And when he had driven them
afar off, he returned and they wa-
tered their flocks and returned them
to the pasture of the king, and then
went in unto the King, bearing the
arms which had been smitten off
by the sword of Ammon, of thosc
who sought to slay him; and they
were carried in unto the king for a
testimony of the things which they
had done.

e T

the Great
king abou
ings with

believes ar
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¢ began to cast stones at them with |
' his sling; yea, with mighty power |
¢ he did sling stones amongst them;
i and thus he slew a °certain number |
i of them insomuch that they began |
- to be astonished at his power; nev- |
t ertheless they were angry because |
{ of the slain of their brethren, and !
i they were determined that he
- should fall; therefore, seeing that !
i they ccould not hit him with their |
¢ stones, they came forth with clubs to |
t slay him. _
t 37 But behold, every man that |
¢ lifted his club to smite Ammon, he |
smote off their arms with his sword;
{ for he did withstand their blows by |
i smiting their arms with the edge |
{ of his sword, insomuch that they |
i began to be astonished, and began |
i to flee before him; yea, and they |
¢ were not few in number; and he |
i caused them to flee by
O

"
A ,.' "ﬂ ‘W"'wm

x 0 "y V. AR S e e -=~-‘-...:".,-q'~

AND it cé
moni ca
should st
all the th
concerni

2 And w
to the thi
and he hz
ness of A
flocks, ar
in contet
sought tc
ished exc
this is m
IS not th

{ doth senc

upon thi:
murders”

3 And t
and said:
Spirit or
this muc
“cannot |

the king’
us, becau
‘great stri
that he is
now, O Ki
a man ha
know he

4 And n
these wor
[ know t
and he h:
to preser
not “slay
ren. Now
of whom

5 Now t
Lamoni,




Alma 17:37
He caused them to flee by the strength of his arm.

D&C 35:13-14

13 Wherefore, | call upon the weak things of the world,
those who are unlearned and despised, to thresh
the nations by the power of my Spirit;

14 And their arm shall be my arm, and | will be
their shield and their buckler; and | will gird up their
loins, and they shall fight manfully for me; and
their enemies shall be under their feet; and | will
let fall the sword In their behalf, and by the fire of mine
indignation will | preserve them.
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and silver, and precious stones; vet
they sought to obtain these things
by murdering and plundering, that
they might not labor for them with
their own hands.

15 Thus they were a very indolent
people, many of whom did worship
idols, and the ¢curse of God had
fallen upon them because of the
btraditions of their fathers; notwith-
standing the promises of the Lord
were extended unto them on the
conditions of repentance.

16 Therefore, this was the “cause
for which the sons of Mosiah had
undertaken the work, that perhaps
they might bring them unto re-
pentance; that perhaps they might
bring them to know of the plan of
redemption.

17 Therefore they separated them-
selves one from another, and went
forth among them, every man alone,
according to the word and power
of God which was given unto him.,

18 Now Ammon being the chief
among them, or rather he did ad-
minister unto them, and he departed
from them, after having “blessed
them according to their several
stations, having imparted the word
of God unto them, or administered
unto them before his departure; and
thus they took their several jour-
neys throughout the land.

19 And Ammon went to the land
of “Ishmael, the land being called
after the sons of PIshmael, who also
became Lamanites.

20 And as Ammon entered the land
of Ishmael, the Lamanites took him
and “bound him, as was their cus-
tom to bind all the Nephites who
fell into their hands, and carry them
before the King; and thus it was left
to the pleasure of the Kking to slay
them, or to retain them in captivity,
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or to cast them into prison, or to
cast them out of his land, according
to his will and pleasure.

21 And thus Ammon was carried
before the king who was over the
land of Ishmael; and his name was
Lamoni; and he was a descendant
of Ishmael.

22 And the king inquired of Am-
mon if it were his desire to dwell
in the land among the Lamanites,
or among his people.

23 And Ammon said unto him:
Yea, I desire to “dwell among this
people for a time; vea, and perhaps
until the day I die.

24 And it came to pass that king
Lamoni was much pleased with
Ammon, and caused that his bands
should be loosed; and he would
that Ammon should take one of his
daughters to wife.

25 But Ammon said unto him: Nay,
but I will be thy servant. Therefore
Ammon became a “servant to king
Lamoni. And it came to pass that
he was set among other servants to
watch the flocks of Lamoni, accord-
ing Lo the custom of the Lamanites.

26 And after he had been in the
service of the king three days, as he
was with the Lamanitish servants
going forth with their flocks to the
place of *water, which was called
the water of Sebus, and all the La-
manites drive their flocks hither,
that they mav have water—

27 Therefore, as Ammon and the
servants of the king were driving
forth their flocks to this place of
water, behold, a certain number of
the Lamanites, who had been with
their flocks to water, stood and
agcattered the flocks of Ammon and
thc scrvants of the King, and they
scattered them insomuch that they
fled many ways.

28 Now the servants of the king
began to murmur, saying: Now
the king will slav us, as he has our
brethren because their flocks were

scattered by the wickedness of these
men. And they began to weep ex-
ceedingly, saying: Behold, our flocks
are scattered already.

29 Now they wept because of the
fear of being slain. Now when Am-
mon saw this his heart was swollen
within him with joy; for, said he,
[ will show forth my power unto
these my fellow-servants, or the
power which is in me, in restoring
these flocks unto the king, that I
may win the hearts of these my
fellow-servants, that I may lead
them to “believe in my words.

30 And now, these were the
thoughts of Ammon, when he saw
the afflictions of those whom he
termed to be his brethren.

31 And it came to pass that he flat-
tered them by his words, saying: My

brethren, be of good cheer and let
us go in search of the trlocks, and
we will gather them together and
bring them back unto the place of
water; and thus we will preserve
the flocks unto the king and he
will not slay us.

32 And 1l came (O pass that they

33 And
scatter their flocks: but Ammon
said unto his brethren 'Enur_cl_e

t 1ese men who do scatter our flocks.

34 Therefore, they did as Ammon
commanded them,and he went forth
and stood to contend with those
who stood by thc watcrs of Scbus;
and they were in number not a few.

35 Therefore they did not fear
Ammon, for they supposed that
one of their men could slay him
according to their pleasure, for
they knew not that the Lord had

|

|

promised Mosiah that he would
¢deliver his sons out of their hands;
neither did they know anything
concerning the Lord; therefore
they delighted in the destruction of
their brethren; and for this cause
they stood to scatter the flocks of
the king.

36 But “Ammon stood forth and
began to cast stones at them with
his sling; yea, with mighty power
he did sling stones amongst them;
and thus he slew a ’certain number
of them insomuch that they began
to be astonished at his power; nev-
ertheless they were angry because
of the slain of their brethren, and
they were determined thdt he
should fall; therefore, seeing that
they ‘could not hit him with their
stones, they came forth with clubs to
slay him.

37 But behold, every man that
lifted his club to smite Ammon, he
smote off their arms with his sword;
for he did withstand their blows by
smiting their arms with the edge
of his sword, insomuch that they
began to be astonished, and began
to flee before him; yea, and they
were not few in number; and he
caused them to flee by

S -

. and thcy were not a few.

the strength

- 38 I NOW Six of them had fallen byf
| the sling, but he “slew none save it }
: were their leader with his sword; i
. and he smote off as many of their }
{ arms as were lifted against him, }

39 And when he had driven them }
¢ afar off, he returned and they wa- }
1 tered their flocks and returned them §
: to the pasture of the king, and then |
- went in unto the King, bearing the }
¢t arms which had been smitten off !
i by the sword of Ammon, of thosc §
. who sought to slay him; and they ;
¢ were carried in unto the king for a §
. testimony of the things which they |
{ had done.
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CHAPTER 18

King Lamoni supposes that Ammon is
the Great Spirit—Ammon teaches the
king about the Creation, God’s deal-
ings with men, and the redemption
that comes through Christ—Lamoni
believes and falls to the earth as if dead.
About 90 B.C.

AND it came to pass that king La-
moni caused that his “servants
should stand forth and testify to
all the things which they had seen
concerning the matter.

2 And when they had all testified
to the things which they had seen,
and he had learned of the faithful-
ness of Ammon in preserving his
flocks, and also of his *great power
in contending against those who
sought to slay him, he was aston-
ished exceedingly, and said: Surely,
this is more than a man. Behold,
is not this the Great Spirit who
doth send such great punishments
upon this people, because of their
murders?

3 And they answered the King,
and said: Whether he be the Great
Spirit or a man, we know not; but
this much we do know, that he
“cannot be slain by the enemies
of the king; neither can they Pscatter
the king’s flocks when he is with
us, because of his expertness and
‘oreat strength; therefore, we know
that he is a friend to the king. And
now, O king, we do not believe that
a man has such grcat powcr, for we¢
know he cannot be slain.

4 And now, when the king heard
these words, he said unto them: Now
[ know that it is the Great Spirit;
and he has come down at this time
to preserve vour lives, thatI might
not “slay you as I did your brcth-
ren. Now this is the Great Spirit
of whom our fathers have spoken.

5 Now this was the *tradition of
Lamoni, which he had received

1

The Testimony of King Lamoni’s Servants

from his father, that there was a
®Great Spirit. Notwithstanding they

believed in a Great Spirit, they sup- |

sedthat whatsoever they dig was
r ht; nevertheless, Lamoni began

0 fear exceedingly, with fear lest
he had done wrong in slaying his
servants;

6 For he had slain many of them
because their brethren had scattered
their flocks at the place of water;
and thus, because they had had their
flocks scattered they were slain.

7 Now it was the practice of these
Lamanites to stand by the “waters

of Sebus to scatter the flocks of the

people, that thereby they might
drive away many that were scat-
tered unto their own land, it being

a practice of lundramon them.,

"8 And it came to pass that King |

i such great power?
! 9 And they said unto him: Behold,

! ing of their flocks, that they should

i boreat ‘feast appointed at the land |
b of Nephi, by the father of Lamoni,
! who was king over all the land.

10 Now when king Lamoni heard |

, | astonished, because of the faithful- |

! has not been any servant among all |

! to execute them.
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i Lamoni inquired of his servants, |
' saying: Where is this man that has ;1

| he is feeding thy “horses. Now the | |
{ king had commanded his servants, |
f previous to the time of the water- |

: prepare his horses and chariots, |
' and conduct him forth to the land |
{ of Nephi; for there had been a |

{ that Ammon was preparing his |
i horses and his chariots he was more |

¢ ness of Ammon saying: Surely there

. my servants that has been so faith- |
' ful as this man; for even he doth |
i remember all my commandments |
{ therefore, whatsoever thou desirest
11 Now I surely know that this is |
v the Great Spirit, and I would desire |

T Al Y06

' I durst not.

Ammon had made ready the horses
and the chariots for the king and
his servants, he went in unto the
king, and he saw that the “coun-
tenance of the king was changed,;
therefore he was about to return
out of his presence.

13 And one of the kKing’s servants
said unto him, “Rabbanah, which
is, being interpreted, powerful or
great king, considering their kKings
to be powerful; and thus he said
unto him: Rabbanah, the king de-
sireth thee to stay.

14 Therefore Ammon turned him-
self unto the king, and said unto
him: What wilt thou that I should
do for thee, O king? And the king
answered him not for the space of
an “hour, according to their time,
for he knew not what he should
say unto him,

15 And it came to pass that Am-
mon said unto him again: What
desirest thou of me? But the King
answered him not.

16 And it came to pass that Am-
mon, being filled with the “Spirit
of God, therefore he perceived the
*thoughts of the king. And he said

unto him: Is it because thou hast

heard that I defended thy servants

and thy flocks, and slew ‘seven of
their brethren with the sling and
with the sword, and smote off the
arms of others, in order to defend thy
flocks and thy servants; behold, is
it this that causeth thy marvelings?

17 1 say unto you, what is it, that
thy marvelings are so great? Behold,
I am a “man, and am thy servant;

which is right, that will I do.
18 Now when the king had heard

| 142 3 Ne K10

And it came to pass that when

Ammon Returns to the King

these words, he marveled again,
for he beheld that Ammon could
¢discern his thoughts; but notwith-
standing this, king Lamoni did open
his mouth, and said unto him: Who
art thou? Art thou that Great Spirit,
who ’knows all things?

19 Ammon answered and said unto
him: I am not.

20 And the King said: How know-
est thou the thoughts of my heart?
Thou mayest speak boldly, and tell
me concerning these things; and also
tell me by what power ve slew and
smote off the arms of my brethren
that scattered my flocks—

21 And now, ¢if thou wilt tell me
concerning these things, whatso-
ever thou desirest 1 will give unto
thee; and if it were needed, I would
guard thee with my armies; but I
know that thou art more powerful
than all they; nevertheless, what-
soever thou desirest of me I will
ogrant it unto thee.

22 Now Ammon being “wise, yet
harmless, he said unto Lamoni: Wilt
thou hearken unto my words, if 1
tell thee by what power I do these
things? And this is the thing that I
desire of thee.

23 And the King answered him,
and said: Yea, I “will believe all
thy words. And thus he was caught
with bguile.

24 And Ammon began to speak
unto him with “boldness, and
said unto him: Believest thou that
there 1s a God?

25 And he answered, and said
unto him: 1 do not know what that
meaneth.

26 And then Ammon said: Believest
thou that there is a *Great Spirit?

27 And he said, Yea.

28 And Ammon said: This is God.
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“When the other servants brought the evidence of what
Ammon had done, King Lamoni said, ‘Where is he?’ They
said, ‘Oh, he is in the stables. He is doing every little thing to
serve you’ (see Alma 18:8-9).

“Isn’t that odd? He was called to teach the doctrines of
salvation, but he was Iin the stables. Don’t you think he
should have been praying and fasting and polishing his
teaching plan? No, he was in the stables.

“King Lamoni had been brought up with a belief that there
was a God but that whatever the king did was right. He had
been specifically taught false doctrine that might have made
him impervious to feelings of guilt. Do you remember that
when he heard where Ammon was, a feeling of guilt, of fear
that he had done wrong in the killing of the servants, came
over him (see Alma 18:5)? ...



that he had done wrong in the killing of the servants, came
over him (see Alma 18:5)? ...

“l have always focused before on how mixed up Lamoni was
in his doctrine, without seeing the miracle. The miracle was
that a spiritual need was created in a man, that he might be
taught the gospel of Jesus Christ. His heart was broken. He

felt guilt. And it came from the temporal things that Ammon
had done. ...

“... Never, never underestimate the spiritual value of doing
temporal things well for those whom you serve.

“... Be their servants, and you will love them. And they wiill
feel your love. And more important, they will feel God’s love”

(President Henry B. Eyring, “The Book of Mormon Will Change Your Life,”
Ensign, Feb. 2004, 13-14).
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CHAPTER 18

King Lamoni supposes that Ammon is
the Great Spirit—Ammon teaches the
king about the Creation, God’s deal-
ings with men, and the redemption
that comes through Christ—Lamoni
believes and falls to the earth as if dead.
About 90 B.C.

AND it came to pass that king La-
moni caused that his “servants
should stand forth and testify to
all the things which they had seen
concerning the matter.

2 And when they had all testified
to the things which they had seen,
and he had learned of the faithful-
ness of Ammon in preserving his
flocks, and also of his *great power
in contending against those who
sought to slay him, he was aston-
ished exceedingly, and said: Surely,
this is more than a man. Behold,
is not this the Great Spirit who
doth send such great punishments
upon this people, because of their
murders?

3 And they answered the King,
and said: Whether he be the Great
Spirit or a man, we know not; but
this much we do know, that he
“cannot be slain by the enemies
of the king; neither can they Pscatter
the king’s flocks when he is with
us, because of his expertness and
‘oreat strength; therefore, we know
that he is a friend to the king. And
now, O king, we do not believe that
a man has such grcat powcr, for we¢
know he cannot be slain.

4 And now, when the king heard
these words, he said unto them: Now
[ know that it is the Great Spirit;
and he has come down at this time
to preserve vour lives, thatI might
not “slay you as I did your brcth-
ren. Now this is the Great Spirit
of whom our fathers have spoken.

5 Now this was the *tradition of
Lamoni, which he had received

1

The Testimony of King Lamoni’s Servants

from his father, that there was a
®Great Spirit. Notwithstanding they
believed in a Great Spirit, they sup-
osedthat whatsoever they dig was
ht; nevertheless, Lamoni began
to fear exceedingly, with fear lest
he had done wrong in slaying his
servants;

6 For he had slain many of them
because their brethren had scattered
their flocks at the place of water;

and thus, because they had had their §

flocks scattered they were slain.
7 Now it was the practice of these
Lamanites to stand by the “waters

of Sebus to scatter the flocks of the §

people, that thereby they might

drive away many that were scat- |
tered unto their own land, it being |

a practice of plunder among them.

8 And it came to pass that King
Lamoni inquired of his servants,
saying: Where is this man that has
such great power?

he is feeding thy “horses. Now the f
king had commanded his servants,
previous to the time of the water-

prepare his horses and chariots,
and conduct him forth to the land
of Nephi; for there had been a
boreat ‘feast appointed at the land
of Nephi, by the father of Lamoni,
who was king over all the land.

10 Now when king Lamoni heard
that Ammon was preparing his
horses and his *chariots he was more
astonished, because of the faithful-
ness of Ammon, saying: Surely there
has not been any servant among all
my servants that has been so faith-
ful as this man; for even he doth
remember all my commandments
to execute them.

11 Now I surely know that this is
the Great Spirit, and I would desire

him that he come in unto me, but
I durst not.

12 And it came to pass that when
Ammon had made ready the horses
and the chariots for the king and
his servants, he went in unto the
king, and he saw that the “coun-
tenance of the king was changed,;
therefore he was about to return

out of his presence.
"~ 13 And one of the
said unto him, “Rabbanah, which
i is, being interpreté
| great King, considering their Kings §
i 10 be powerful and thus he said |
unto him: Rabbanah, the king de- §
' sireth thee to stay. .',

14 Therefore Ammon turned him- }
self unto the king, and said unto §
¢ him: What wilt thou that I should
do for thee, O king? And the king
 answered him not for the space of §
| an “hour, according to their time, |
¢ for he knew not what he should ¢
9 And they said unto him: Behold, | '

say unto him,

= 15 And it came to pass that Am- §
mon said unto him again: What |
¢ desirest thou of me? But the king §
ing of their flocks, that they should § ’

answered him not.

- 16 And it came to pass that Am- §
i mon, being filled with the “Spirit §
| of God, therefore he
¢ “thoug hts of the King.’
i unto him: Is
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ing’s servants |

, powerful or ¢

perceived the |
€ said {
‘because thou hast §
I heard that I defended thy servants |
i and thy flocks, and slew “seven of }
their brethren with the sling and }
i with the sword, and smote off the ¢
“arms of others, in order to defend thy !
' flocks and thy servants; behold, is §
' it this that causeth thy marvelings? §
17 1 say unto you, what is it, that }
thy marvelings are so great? Behold, }
1 am a “man, and am thy servant; {
! therefore, whatsoever thou desirest ¢
whluh is r1ht that will I do.
ing had heard

Ammon Returns to the King

f and said: Yea, 1

these words, he marveled again,
for he beheld that Ammon could
¢discern his thoughts; but notwith-

standing this, king Lamoni did open
¥ his mouth, and said unto him: Who |
| art thou? Art thou that Great Spirit,
' who "knows all things? |
¢ 19 Ammon answered and said unto
! him: I am not. '

20 And the

23 And the King answered him,

27 And he said, Yea.

i’,5 28 And Ammon sald Th1s 1s God

i Ing said: How Know- |
i est thou the thoughts of my heart? |
Thou mayest speak boldly, and tell
! me concerning these things; and also |
: tell me by what power ve slew and |
: smote off the arms of my brethren
' that scattered my flocks— |
{ 21 And now, “if thou wilt tell me |
. concerning these things, whatso- |
. ever thou desirest 1 will give unto
¢ thee; and if it were needed, I would
t guard thee with my armies; but I
: know that thou art more powerful |
¢ than all they; nevertheless, what- |
' soever thou desirest of me I will |
¢ grant it unto thee. :
22 Now Ammon being “wise, yet
¢ harmless, he said unto Lamoni: Wilt
! thou hearken unto my words, if I |
¢ tell thee by what power I do these |
' things? And this is the thing that I
i desire of thee. |

! “will believe all |
i thy words. And thus he was caught |
{ with Pguile.
- 24 And Ammon began to speak
t unto him with “boldness, and |
i said unto him: Believest thou that
there is a God? |
t 25 And he answered, and said

t unto him: I do not know what that |
¢ meaneth. |
. 26 And then Ammon said: Believest
t thou that there is a *Great Spirit?
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| "1ng said: How Know-
est thou the thoughts of my heart?

Thou mayest speak boldly, and tell |

me concerning these things; and also

tell me by what power ye slew and |

smote off the arms of my brethren
that scattered my flocks—

21 And now, ¢if thou wilt tell me
concerning these things, whatso-
ever thou desirest 1 will give unto
thee; and if it were needed, I would
guard thee with my armies; but I
know that thou art more powerful

than all they; nevertheless, what- [i

soever thou desirest of me I will
orant it unto thee.

22 Now Ammon being “wise, yet
harmless, he said unto Lamoni: Wilt
thou hearken unto my words, if 1
tell thee by what power I do these

things? And this is the thing thatI |

desire of thee.

23 And the King answered him,
and said: Yea, I “will believe all
thy words. And thus he was caught
with bguile.

24 And Ammon began to speak
unto him with “boldness, and
said unto him: Believest thou that
there 1s a God?

25 And he answered, and said
unto him: 1 do not know what that
meaneth.

26 And then Ammon said: Believest
thou that there is a *Great Spirit?

27 And he said, Yea.

28 And Ammon said: This is God.

{ And Ammon said unto him again: }
i Believest thou that this Great Spirit, |
t who is God, created all things which
are in heaven and in the earth? .
t 29 And he said: Yea, 1 believe that
t he created all things which are in ¢
i the earth; but I do not know the ¢
{ heavens.
¢ 30 And Ammon said unto him: j
' The heavens is a place where God
t dwells and all his holy angels.
31 And king Lamoni said: Is it j
. above the earth? i
! 32 And Ammon said: Yea, and he |
¢ looketh down upon all the chil- }
{ dren of men; and he “knows all the §
i thoughts and Pintents of the heart; }
i for by his hand were they all cre- |
¢ ated from the beginning.
i 33 And king Lamoni said: I believe |
i all these things which thou hast |
' spoken. Art thou %sent from God? |
- 34 Ammon said unto him: I am a ¢
| “man; and man in the beginning was |
t created after the image of God, and I ¢
t am called by his "Holy Spirit to teach |
' these things unto this people, that |
¢ they may be brought to a knowledge
t of that which is just and true; !
i 35 And a portion of that *Spirit }
{ dwelleth in me, which giveth me ;
i Yknowledge, and also power accord- |
! ing to my faith and desires which }§
are in God. i
36 Now when Ammon had said |

these words, he began at the cre-
ation of the world, and also the
creation of Adam, and told him all
the things concerning the fall of

man, and “rehearsed and laid be-
fore him the ?records and the holy
scriptures of the people, which had
been spoken by the ‘prophets, even
down to the time that their father,
Lehi, left Jerusalem,

37 And he also rehearsed unto

Ammon Teaches the Gospel to King Lamoni

King Lamoni is Overcome

them (for it was unto the king and to
his servants) all the journeyings of
their fathers in the wilderness, and
all their sufferings with hunger and
thirst, and their travail, and so forth.

38 And he also rehearsed unto them
concerning the “rebellions of Laman
and Lemuel, and the sons of Ishmael,
yvea, all their rebellions did he relate
unto them; and he expounded unto
them all the ’records and scriptures
from the time that Lehi left Jerusa-
lem down to the present time.

39 But this is not all; for he “ex-
pounded unto them the ’plan of
redemption, which was prepared
from the foundation of the world;
and he also made known unto them
concerning the coming of Christ,
and all the works of the Lord did
he make known unto them.

40 And it came to pass that after
he had said all these things, and
expounded them to the King, that
the king “believed all his words.

41 And he began to ¢ry unto the
Lord, saying: O Lord, have mercy;
according to thy abundant “mercy
which thou hast had upon the peo-
ple of Nephi, have upon me, and
my people.

42 And now, when he had said
this, he 2fell unto the earth, bas if
he were dead.

43 And it came to pass that his
“servants took him and carried him
in unto his wife, and laid him upon
a bed; and he lay as if he were dead
for the space of two days and two
nights; and his wife, and his sons,
and his daughters mourned over
him, after the manner of the La-
manites, greatly lamenting his loss.

CHAPTER 19

Lamoni receives the light of everlasting
life and sees the Redeemer—His house-

hold falls into a trance, and many see
angels—Ammon is preserved miracu-
lously—He baptizes many and establishes
a church among them. About 90 B.C.

AND it came to pass that after two
days and two nights they were about
to take his “body and lay it in a sep-
ulchre, which they had made for
the purpose of burying their dead.

2 Now the queen having heard of
the fame of Ammon, therefore she
sent and desired that he should
come in unto her.

3 And it came to pass that Ammon
did as he was commanded, and
went in unto the queen, and desired
to know what she would that he
should do.

4 And she said unto him: The “ser-
vants of my husband have made it
known unto me that thou art a
®prophet of a holy God, and that
thou hast ‘power to do many mighty
works in his name;

5 Therefore, if this is the case, I
would that ye should go in and
see my husband, for he has been
laid upon his bed for the space
of two days and two nights; and
some say that he is not dead, but
others say that he is dead and that
he “stinketh, and that he ought to
be placed in the sepulchre; but as
for myself, to me he doth not stink.

6 Now, this was what Ammon de-
sired, for he knew that kKing Lam-
oni was under the power of God; he
knew that the dark %veil of "unbe-
lief was being cast away from his
mind, and the ‘light which did light
up his mind, which was the light of
the glory of God, which was a mar-
velous light of his goodness—yea,
this light had infused such joy into
his soul, the cloud of darkness hav-
ing been dispelled, and that the
light of everlasting life was lit up in

20 .0 I NT~ 1.9 | A7 &~ Adeswvveas 1001 71 = 1) | ~ Y204



“Creating a gospel-sharing home does not mean that we
are going to have to dedicate large amounts of time to
meeting and cultivating friends with whom to share the
gospel. These friends will come naturally into our lives,
and if we are open about our membership in the Church
from the very beginning, we can easily bring gospel
discussions into the relationship with very little risk of
being misunderstood. Friends and acquaintances will
accept that this is part of who we are, and they will feel
free to ask questions. ...

“A sister in France was asked about the secret of her
success. She said, ‘1 simply share my joy. | treat
everyone as If they were already a member of the
Church. If I’m standing by someone in line and strike up
a conversation, | share with them how much | enjoyed

my Church meetings on Sunday. When co-workers ask,
E\AMhat Adid varnr dAea thiec waalkand??” | da nat clein froam



being misunderstood. Friends and acquaintances will
accept that this i1s part of who we are, and they will feel

free to ask questions. ...

“A sister in France was asked about the secret of her
success. She said, ‘I simply share my joy. | treat
everyone as If they were already a member of the
Church. If I’'m standing by someone in line and strike up
a conversation, | share with them how much | enjoyed
my Church meetings on Sunday. When co-workers ask,
“What did you do this weekend?” | do not skip from
Saturday night to Monday morning. | share with them
that | w (Elder M. Russell Ballard ent to church, what was
said, and my experiences with the Saints. | talk about
how | live, think, and feel’”

(Elder M. Russell Ballard in Conference Report, Apr. 2006, 89; or
Ensign, May 2006, 86).



“Today we live In times of conflict, dissent, differences of opinion,
charges, countercharges, disagreements. There Is a need for us,
perhaps more than ever before, to reach within ourselves and allow
the quality of mutual respect, mingled with charity and forgiveness,
to influence our actions with one another; to be able to disagree
without becoming disagreeable; to lower our voices and build on
common ground with the realization that once the storm has
passed, we will still have to live with one another”

(Elder Loren C. Dunn in Conference Report, Apr. 1991, 109; or Ensign, May 1991, 82).



“We say In a spirit of love, bring with you all
that you have of good and truth which you
have received from whatever source, and
come and let us see If we may add to it. This
invitation | extend to men and women
everywhere”

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Oct.
2002, 87; or Ensign, Nov. 2002, 81).



“The plan required the Creation, and that in turn
required both the Fall and the Atonement. These are
the three fundamental components of the plan. The
creation of a paradisiacal planet came from God.
Mortality and death came into the world through the
Fall of Adam. Immortality and the possibility of
eternal life were provided by the Atonement of
Jesus Christ. The Creation, the Fall, and the
Atonement were planned long before the actual
work of the Creation began”

(Elder Russell M. Nelson in Conference Report, Apr. 2000, 105; or
Ensign, May 2000, 84).
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and he also made known unto them
concerning the coming of Christ,
and all the works of the Lord did
he make known unto them.

40 And it came to pass that after
he had said all these things, and
expounded them to the king, that
the king *believed all his words.

41 And he began to cry unto the
Lord, saying: O Lord, have mercy:
according to thy abundant *mercy
which thou hast had upon the peo-
ple of Nephi, have upon me, and
my people.

42 And now, when he had said
this, he “fell unto the earth, *as if
he were dead.

43 And it came to pass that his
sservants took him and carried him
in unto his wife, and laid him upon
a bed; and he lay as if he were dead
for the space of two days and two
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should do.
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works in his name;
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laid upon his bed for the space
of two days and two nights; and
some say that he is not dead, but
others say that he is dead and that
he “stinketh, and that he ought to
be placed in the sepulchre; but as
for myself, to me he doth not stink.

6 Now, this was what Ammon de-
sired, for he knew that king Lam-
oniwas under the power of God; he
knew that the dark “veil of "unbe-
lief was being cast away from his
mind, and the light which did light
up his mind, which was the light of
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them (for it was unto the king and to
his servants) all the journeyings of
their fathers in the wilderness, and
all their sufferings with hunger and
thirst, and their travail, and so forth.

38 And he also rehearsed unto them
concerning the “rebellions of Laman
and Lemuel, and the sons of Ishmael,
yea, all their rebellions did he relate
unto them; and he expounded unto
them all the °records and scriptures
from the time that Lehi left Jerusa-
lem down to the present time.

39 But this is not all; for he “%ex-
pounded unto them the °plan of
redemption, which was prepared
from the foundation of the world;
and he also made known unto them
concerning the coming of Christ,
and all the works of the Lord did
he make known unto them.

40 And it came to pass that after
he had said all these things, and
expounded them to the king, that
the king “believed all his words.

41 And he began to cry unto the
Lord, saying: O Lord, have mercy;
according to thy abundant “mercy
which thou hast had upon the peo-
ple of Nephi, have upon me, and
my people.

42 And now, when he had said
this, he “fell unto the earth, ?as if
he were dead.

43 And it came to pass that his
4servants took him and carried him
in unto his wife, and laid him upon
a bed; and he lay as if he were dead
for the space of two days and two
nights; and his wife, and his sons,
and his daughters mourned over
him, after the manner of the La-
manites, greatly lamenting his loss.

CHAPTER 19

Lamoni receives the light of everlasting
life and sees the Redeemer—His house-

“come in unto her.

hold falls into a trance, and many see
angels—Ammon is preserved miracu-
lously—He baptizes many and establishes
a church among them. About 90 B.C.

AND it came to pass that after two
days and two nights they were about
to take his “body and lay it in a sep-
ulchre, which they had made for
the purpose of burving their dead.

2 Now the queen having heard of
the fame of Ammon, therefore she
sent and desired that he should

3 And it came to pass that Ammon
did as he was commanded, and
went in unto the queen, and desired
to know what she would that he
should do.

4 And she said unto him: The “ser-
vants of my husband have made it
known unto me that thou art a
éprophet of a holy God, and that
thou hast ‘power to do many mighty
works in his name;

5 Therefore, if this is the case, I
would that ye should go in and
see my husband, for he has been
laid upon his bed for the space
of two days and two nights; and

some say_that he is not dead, but

h, and that he ought to
be placed in the sepulchre; but as
for myself, to me he doth not stink.

6 Now, this was what Ami de-
sired, for he knew that king Lam-
oni was under the power of God; he
knew that the dark “veil of "unbe-
lief was being cast away from his
mind, and the clight which did light
up his mind, which was the light of
the glory of God, which was a mar-
velous light of his goodness—yvea,
this light had infused such joy into
his soul, the cloud of darkness hav-
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his soul, yea, he knew that this had
dovercome his natural frame, and
he was carried away in God—

7 Therefore, what the queen de-
sired of him was his only desire.
Therefore, he went in to see the
king according as the queen had
desired him; and he saw the Kking,
and he knew that he was not dead.

8 And he said unto the queen:
He is not dead, but he sleepeth in
God, and on the morrow he shall
rise again; therefore bury him not.

9 And Ammon said unto her:
sBelievest thou this? And she said
unto him: I have had no witness
save thy word, and the word of our
servants; nevertheless 1 Ybelieve
that it shall be according as thou
hast said.

10 And Ammon said unto her:
Blessed art thou because of thy
exceeding faith; 1 say unto thee,
woman, there has not been such
great faith among all the people of
the “Nephites.

11 And it came to pass that she
watched over the bed of her hus-
band, from that time even until that
time on the morrow which Ammon
had appointed that he should rise.

12 And it came to pass that he
arose, according to the words of Am-
mon; and as he arose, he stretched
forth his hand unto the wor: &
and said: Blessed be thga %
God, and blessed . art

13 For as @i
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of the Lord poured out according to
his “prayers upon the Lamanites, his
brethren, who had been the cause
of so much mourning among the
Nephites, or among all the people
of God because of their iniquities
and their °traditions, he fell upon
his knees, and began to pour out his
soul in prayer and thanksgiving to
God for what he had done for his
brethren; and he was also overpow-
ered with ¢joy; and thus they all
three had 4sunk to the earth.

15 Now, when the servants of the
king had seen that they had fallen,
they also began to cry unto God,
for the fear of the Lord had come
upon them also, for it was “they
who had stoggaaefore the king and

testified oncerning the
great 14 .,
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King Lamoni is Overcome

them (for it was unto the king and to
his servants) all the journeyings of
their fathers in the wilderness, and
all their sufferings with hunger and
thirst, and their travail, and so forth.

38 And he also rehearsed unto them
concerning the “rebellions of Laman
and Lemuel, and the sons of Ishmael,
yea, all their rebellions did he relate
unto them; and he expounded unto
them all the °records and scriptures
from the time that Lehi left Jerusa-
lem down to the present time.

39 But this is not all; for he “%ex-
pounded unto them the °plan of
redemption, which was prepared
from the foundation of the world;
and he also made known unto them
concerning the coming of Christ,
and all the works of the Lord did
he make known unto them.

40 And it came to pass that after
he had said all these things, and
expounded them to the king, that
the king “believed all his words.

41 And he began to cry unto the
Lord, saying: O Lord, have mercy;
according to thy abundant “mercy
which thou hast had upon the peo-
ple of Nephi, have upon me, and
my people.

42 And now, when he had said
this, he “fell unto the earth, ?as if
he were dead.

43 And it came to pass that his
4servants took him and carried him
in unto his wife, and laid him upon
a bed; and he lay as if he were dead
for the space of two days and two
nights; and his wife, and his sons,
and his daughters mourned over
him, after the manner of the La-
manites, greatly lamenting his loss.

CHAPTER 19

Lamoni receives the light of everlasting
life and sees the Redeemer—His house-

hold falls into a trance, and many see
angels—Ammon is preserved miracu-
lously—He baptizes many and establishes
a church among them. About 90 B.C.

AND it came to pass that after two
days and two nights they were about
to take his “body and lay it in a sep-
ulchre, which they had made for
the purpose of burving their dead.

2 Now the queen having heard of
the fame of Ammon, therefore she
sent and desired that he should
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come in unto her.

3 And it came to pass that Ammon
did as he was commanded, and
went in unto the queen, and desired
to know what she would that he
should do.

4 And she said unto him: The “ser-
vants of my husband have made it
known unto me that thou art a
éprophet of a holy God, and that
thou hast ‘power to do many mighty
works in his name;

5 Therefore, if this is the case, I
would that ye should go in and
see my husband, for he has been
laid upon his bed for the space
of two days and two nights; and

some say_that he is not dead, but

h, and that he ought to
be placed in the sepulchre; but as
for myself, to me he doth not stink.

6 Now, this was what Ami de-
sired, for he knew that king Lam-
oni was under the power of God; he
knew that the dark “veil of "unbe-
lief was being cast away from his
mind, and the clight which did light
up his mind, which was the light of
the glory of God, which was a mar-
velous light of his goodness—yvea,
this light had infused such joy into
his soul, the cloud of darkness hav-
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his soul, yea, he knew that this had
dovercome his natural frame, and
he was carried away in God—

7 Therefore, what the queen de-
sired of him was his only desire.
Therefore, he went in to see the
king according as the queen had
desired him; and he saw the Kking,
and he knew that he was not dead.

8 And he said unto the queen:
He is not dead, but he sleepeth in
God, and on the morrow he shall
rise again; therefore bury him not.

9 And Ammon said unto her:
sBelievest thou this? And she said

unto him: I have had no witness

save thy word, and the word of our
servants; nevertheless 1 Ybelieve
that it shall be according as thou
_hast said.
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his knees, and began to pour out his
soul in prayer and thanksgiving to
God for what he had done for his
brethren; and he was also overpow-
ered with ¢joy; and thus they all
three had 4sunk to the earth.

15 Now, when the servants of the
king had seen that they had fallen,
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And it came to pass that he
arose, according to the
words of Ammon; and as he
arose, he stretched forth his
hand unto the woman, and
said: Blessed be the name of
God, and blessed art thou.
For as sure as thou livest,
behold, | have seen my
Redeemer: and he shall
come forth, and be born of '
a woman, and he shall
‘redeem all mankind who
believe on his name.







King Lamoni is Overcome

them (for it was unto the king and to
his servants) all the journeyings of
their fathers in the wilderness, and
all their sufferings with hunger and
thirst, and their travail, and so forth.

38 And he also rehearsed unto them
concerning the “rebellions of Laman
and Lemuel, and the sons of Ishmael,
yea, all their rebellions did he relate
unto them; and he expounded unto
them all the °records and scriptures
from the time that Lehi left Jerusa-
lem down to the present time.

39 But this is not all; for he “%ex-
pounded unto them the ?plan of
redemption, which was prepared
from the foundation of the world;
and he also made known unto them
concerning the coming of Christ,
and all the works of the Lord did
he make known unto them.

40 And it came to pass that after
he had said all these things, and
expounded them to the king, that
the king “believed all his words.

41 And he began to cry unto the
Lord, saying: O Lord, have mercy;
according to thy abundant “mercy
which thou hast had upon the peo-
ple of Nephi, have upon me, and
my people.

42 And now, when he had said
this, he “fell unto the earth, ?as if
he were dead.

43 And it came to pass that his
4servants took him and carried him
in unto his wife, and laid him upon
a bed; and he lay as if he were dead
for the space of two days and two
nights; and his wife, and his sons,
and his daughters mourned over
him, after the manner of the La-
manites, greatly lamenting his loss.

CHAPTER 19

Lamoni receives the light of everlasting
life and sees the Redeemer—His house-

hold falls into a trance, and many see
angels—Ammon is preserved miracu-
lously—He baptizes many and establishes
a church among them. About 90 B.C.

AND it came to pass that after two
days and two nights they were about
to take his “body and lay it in a sep-
ulchre, which they had made for
the purpose of burving their dead.

2 Now the queen having heard of
the fame of Ammon, therefore she
sent and desired that he should

UL
come in unto her.

3 And it came to pass that Ammon
did as he was commanded, and
went in unto the queen, and desired
to know what she would that he
should do.

4 And she said unto him: The “ser-
vants of my husband have made it
known unto me that thou art a
éprophet of a holy God, and that
thou hast ‘power to do many mighty
works in his name;

5 Therefore, if this is the case, I
would that ye should go in and
see my husband, for he has been
laid upon his bed for the space
of two days and two nights; and

some say_that he is not dead, but

h, and that he ought to
be placed in the sepulchre; but as
for myself, to me he doth not stink.

6 Now, this was what Ami de-
sired, for he knew that king Lam-
oni was under the power of God; he
knew that the dark “veil of "unbe-
lief was being cast away from his
mind, and the clight which did light
up his mind, which was the light of
the glory of God, which was a mar-
velous light of his goodness—yvea,
this light had infused such joy into
his soul, the cloud of darkness hav-
ing been dispelled, and that the
light of everlasting life was litup in
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his soul, yea, he knew that this had
dovercome his natural frame, and
he was carried away in God—

7 Therefore, what the queen de-
sired of him was his only desire.
Therefore, he went in to see the
king according as the queen had
desired him; and he saw the king,
and he knew that he was not dead.

8 And he said unto the queen:
He is not dead, but he sleepeth in
God, and on the morrow he shall
rise again; therefore bury him not.

9 And Ammon said unto her:
sBelievest thou this? And she said
unto him: I have had no witness
save thy word, and the word of our
servants; nevertheless I Pbelieve
that it shall be according as thou
hast said.

10 And Ammon said unto her:
Blessed art thou because of thy
exceeding faith; 1 say unto thee,
woman, there has not been such
great faith among all the people of
the “Nephites.

11 And it came to pass that she
watched over the bed of her hus-
band, from that time even until that
time on the morrow which Ammon
had appointed that he should rise.

12 And it came to pass that he
arose, according to the words of Am-
mon; and as he arose, he stretched
forth his hand unto the woman,
and said: Blessed be the name of
God, and blessed art thou.

13 For as sure as thou livest, be-
hold, I have %seen my Redeemer;
and he shall come forth, and be
*horn of a ‘woman, and he shall re-

deem all mankind who el,”e

1s name.

these words, hlS heart was swollen ?,j
| within him, and he sunk again with }

i joy; and the queen also sunk down, :
| belngoverpowered _by the Sp1r1t =

vears, on account ot

of the Lord poured out according to
his “prayers upon the Lamanites, his
brethren, who had been the cause
of so much mourning among the
Nephites, or among all the people
of God because of their iniquities
and their °traditions, he fell upon
his knees, and began to pour out his
soul in prayer and thanksgiving to
God for what he had done for his
brethren; and he was also overpow-
ered with ¢joy; and thus they all
three had 4sunk to the earth.

15 Now, when the servants of the
king had seen that they had fallen,
they also began to cry unto God,
for the fear of the Lord had come
upon them also, for it was “they
who had stood before the king and
testified unto him concerning the
great power of Ammon.

16 And it came to pass that they
did call on the name of the Lord, in
their might, even until they had all
fallen to the earth, save it were one
of the Lamanitish “women, whose
name was Abish, she havm bn
conertedn' Q - many

vision of her father—

17 Thus, having been converted to
the Lord, and never having made
it “’known, therefore, when she saw
that all the servants of Lamoni had
®fallen to the earth, and also her
mistress, the queen, and the king,
and Ammon lay ‘prostrate upon
the earth, she knew that it was the
power of God; and supposing that
this opportunity, by making known
unto the people what had happened
among them, that by beholding this
scene it would “cause them to be-
lieve in the power of God, therefore
she ran forth from house to house.
making 1t known unto the people.

18 And they began to assemble
themselves together unto the house

I - a e —

The King, Queen, Ammon and
Servants are Overcome

Abish Summons the

People



| OI thhe Lord poured out according to
his “prayers upon the Lamanites, his
brethren, who had been the cause
of so much mourning among the
Nephites, or among all the people
of God because of their iniquities
and their *traditions, he fell upon
his knees, and began to pour out his
soul in prayer and thanksgiving to
God for what he had done for his
brethren; and he was also overpow-
ered with ¢joy; and thus they all
three had 4sunk to the earth.

15 Now, when the servants of the
king had seen that they had fallen,
they also began to cry unto God,
for the fear of the Lord had come
upon them also, for it was %they
who had stood before the king and
testified unto him concerning the
great power of Ammon.

16 And it came to pass that they
did call on the name of the Lord, in
their might, even until they had all
fallen to the earth, save it were one
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n | vision of her father—

= 17 Thus, having been converted to
e | the Lord, and never having made
1- | it “known, therefore, when she saw
d | thatall the servants of Lamoni had
1, | ®fallen to the earth, and also her
f | mistress, the queen, and the king,
and Ammon lay ‘prostrate upon
- | the earth, she knew that it was the
; | power of God; and supposing that
e | this opportunity, by making known
- | unto the people what had happened
n | among them, that by beholding this
d | scene it would “cause them to be-
n | lieve in the power of God, therefore
h | she ran forth from house to house
18 And they began to assemble
it | themselves together unto the house

Christ, Appear- d Alma 27:17.
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’Xars, ‘On account of a remarkaple

Abish Summons the People

¢ waters of Sebus, while defending ‘;

of the king. And there came a mul-
titude, and to their astonishment,
they beheld the king, and the queen,
and their servants prostrate upon
the earth, and they all lay there as
though they were dead; and they
also saw Ammon, and behold, he
was a Nephite. s
nd now the people

. murmur among themselves; some }|i
| saying that it was a great evil that i}
. had come upon them, or upon the j
i kKing and his house, because he had }
i suffered that the Nephite should j;

remain in the land.

' had slain of their brethren at the |
| the flocks of the King.

And it came to pass en
the multitude beheld that the man
had fallen dead, who lifted the
sword to slay Ammon, “fear came
upon them all, and they durst not
put forth their hands to touch him

thm

! were many among them who said i
i that Ammon was the Great Spirit, §

began to {ff and others said he was sent by the }

' saying that he was a “‘monster, who §
{ had been sent from the Nephites to |
torment them. "

¢ 20 But others rebuked them, say- |
' ing: The King hath brought this evil }
¢ upon his house, because he slew his §
¢ servants who had had their flocks |
: scattered at the “waters of Sebus.
{ 21 And they were also rebuked }
. by those men who had stood at the §
i waters of Sebus and “%scattered the }
¢ flocks which belonged to the king,
i for they were angry with Ammon ¢
! because of the number which he §

Now, one of them, whose brother |
i had been “lain with the sword of |
i Ammon, being exceedingly angry !
¢ with Ammon, drew his sword and §
' went forth that he might let it fall }{ tea
{ upon Ammon, to slay him; and as §{ 2%
| he lifted the sword to smite him, !
: behold, he fell dead. j
{ 23 Now we see that Ammon could §
. not be slain, for the “Lord had said |
i unto Mosiah, his father: I will spare }
¢ him, and it shall be unto him ac- |
i cording to thy faith—therefore, |
Mosiah *trusted him unto the Lord. §

twent and took the queen by the |
il “band, that perhaps she might raise }
ther from the ground; and as soon }
fas she touched her hand she arose |
rand stood upon her feet, and cried
'with a loud voice, saying: O blessed §
i Jesus, who has saved me from an }
ttawful hell! O blessed God, have ?
i‘mercy on this people!
. 30 And when she had said this, she }
i clasped her hands, being filled with }
tjoy, speaking many words which j
twere not understood; and when she |
thad done this, she took the king, }

or any of those who had fallen; and
they began to marvel again among
themselves what could be the cause
of this great power, or what all these
s could mean. |

And it came to pass that there |

Great Spirit; ]
26 But others rebuked them all, |

there were some who said
that Ammon was sent by the Great
Spirit to afflict them because of
their iniquities; and that it was
the Great Spirit that had always at-
tended the Nephites, who had ever
delivered them out of their hands;
and they said that it was this Great
Spirit who had destroyed so many
of their brethren, the Lamanites.
28 And thus the contention be-
gan to be exceedingly sharp among
them. And while they were thus
contending, the “woman servant

| who had caused the multitude to

be gathered together came, and
when she saw the contention which
was among the multitude she was
exceedingly sorrowful, even unto

19 Alma 17:23 (22-23) |
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: Lamoni, by the hand, and behold |
¢ he arose and stood upon his feet.
| 31 And he, immediately, seeing}
! the contention among his people, ?
i went forth and began to rebuke!
 them, and to teach them the *words §
. which he had heard from the mouth §
¢ of Ammon; and as many as heard ;
¢ his words believed, and were con- |
. verted unto the LOlvd |
32 BUt theré were fmany among.

them who would not hear his words;
therefore they went their way.

33 And it came to pass that when
Jmmon arose he also administered

“declare unto the people the selfsame

thing—that their hearts had been
“changed; that they had no more
desire to do Pevil.

34 And behold, many did declare
unto the people that they had seen
aangels and had conversed with them;
and thus they had told them things
of God, and of his righteousness.

35 And it came to pass that there
were many that did “believe in their
words; and as many as did believe
were baptized; and they became a
11ghteous people, and they did es-

s the Work of the Lor d’
i did commence among the Laman-
¢ ites; thus the Lord did begin to pour §

t out his *Spirit upon them; and we |
see that his arm is extended to *all |
i people who will repent and believe §
-on his name. ».

CHAPTER 20

The Lord sends Ammon to Middoni to
deliver his imprisoned brethren—Am-
mon and Lamoni meet Lamoni’s father,
who is king over all the land—Ammon
compels the old king to approve the
release of his brethren. About 90 B.C.
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AND it came to pass that when they
had established a church in that
4land, that kKing Lamoni desired that
Ammon should go with him to the
land of Nephi, that he mi
him unto his father.

2 And the voice of the Lord came
to Ammon, saying: Thou shalt not go
up to the la.nd of Nephi, for behold,
the king will seek thy life; but thou
shalt go to the land of “Middoni; for
behold, thy brother Aaron, and also
Muloki and Ammah are in prison.

3 Now it came to pass that when
Ammon had heard this, he said unto
Lamoni: Behold, my brother and
brethren are in prison at Middoni,
and I go that I may deliver them.

4 Now Lamoni said unto Ammon:
I know, in the “strength of the Lord
thou canst do all things. But behold,
I will go with thee to the land of
Middoni; for the king of the land
of Middoni, whose name is Anti-
omno, is a friend unto me; therefore
I go to the land of Middoni, that I
may flatter the king of the land,
and he will cast thy brethren out
of Pprison. Now Lamoni said unto
him: Who told thee that thy breth-
ren were in prison?

5 And Ammon said unto him: No
one hath told me, save it be God;
and he said unto me—Go and de-
liver thy brethren, for they are in
prison in the land of Middoni.

6 Now when Lamoni had heard
this he caused that his servants
should make ready his “horses and
his chariots.

7 And he said unto Ammon: Come,
I will go with thee down to the land
of Middoni, and there 1 will plead
with the king that he will cast thy
brethren out of pr 1son o

ht show_,

Ammon and Lamoni Travel to Middoni

They Meet Lamoni’s Father on the Road

""‘. cause of his tarrying in his own }
' kingdom, that he did not go unto I

{thither, they met the father of {
t Lamoni, who was King “over all §
t the land. |
{ 9 And behold, the father of La- }
tmoni said unto him: Why did ye ¢
r“not come to the *feaston that great
tday when I made a feast unto my §
i sons, and unto my people?

10 And he also said: Whither art !

 thou going with this Nephite, who |
 is one of the children of a “liar?

11 And it came to pass that La- i

;'Al moni rehearsed unto him whither }
: he was going, for he feared to offend §
¢t him.

12 And he also told him all the §

' his father to the feast which he had §

¢t prepared.

13 And now when Lamoni had re- §

- hearsed unto him all these things, i
{ behold, to his astonishment, his §
i father was angry with him, and said:
. Lamoni, thou art going to deliver |
t these Nephites, who are sons of a §

liar. Behold, he robbed our fathers; §

{ and now his children are also come §
tamongst us that they may, by their §
cunning and their lyings, deceive {
t us, that they again may rob us of §
rour property. ‘

14 Now the father of Lamoni com- §

'manded him that he should slay }

{ Ammon with the sword. And he !
{ also commanded him that he should §
: not go to the land of Middoni, but |
i that he should return with him to §
: the land of “Ishmael.

|

15 But Lamoni said unto him: I §

t will not slay Ammon, neither will }
i Lreturn to the land of Ishmael, but §
i1 go to the land of Middoni that I §

' may release the brethren of Ammon, }

i for I know that they are just men }
i and holy prophets of the true God.

16 Now when his father had heard §

| these words, he was angry with |
. him, and he drew his sword that §
|he might smite him to the earth. |

17 But Ammon stood forth and
said unto him: Behold, thou shalt

1 not slay thy son; nevertheless, it

were “better that he should fall than
thee, for behold, he has °repented
of his sins; but if thou shouldst fall
at this time, in thine anger, thy soul

I could not be saved.

18 And again, it is expedient that
thou shouldst forbear; for if thou

| shouldst “slay thy son, he being an

innocent man, his blood would cry
from the ground to the Lord his
God, for vengeance to come upon
thee; and perhaps thou wouldst
lose thy *soul.

19 Now when Ammon had said
these words unto him, he answered
him, saying: I know that if I should

i| slay my son, that I should shed in-

nocent blood; for it is thou that hast
sought to destroy him.
20 And he stretched forth his hand

1 to slay Ammon. But Ammon with-

stood his blows, and also smote his
arm that he could not use it.

21 Now when the king saw that
Ammon could slay him, he bhegan
to plead with Ammon that he would
spare his life.

22 But Ammon raised his sword,

i and said unto him: Behold, 1 will

smite thee except thou wilt grant
unto me that my brethren may be
acast out of prison.

23 Now the king, fearing he should
lose his life, said: If thou wilt spare
me I will grant unto thee whatso-

i ever thou wilt ask, even to half of

the kingdom.

24 Now when Ammon saw that he
had wrought upon the old king ac-
cording to his desire, he said unto
him: If thou wilt grant that my
brethren may be cast out of prison,

i and also that Lamoni may retain his

kingdom, and that ye be not dis-
pleased with him, but grant that he
may do according to his own desires
in “whatsoever thing he thinketh,
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then will I spare thee; otherwise 1
will smite thee to the earth.

25 Now when Ammon had said
these words, the king began to re-
joice because of his life.

26 And when he saw that Ammon
had no desire to destroy him, and
when he also saw the great “love
he had for his son Lamoni, he was
astonished exceedingly, and said:
Because this is all that thou hast
desired, that I would °release thy
brethren, and suffer that my son
Lamoni should retain his Kingdom,
behold, I will grant unto you that
my son may retain his kingdom
from this time and forever; and 1
will govern him no more—

27 And I will also grant unto thee
that thy brethren may be cast out
of prison, and thou and thy brcth-
ren may come unto me, in my king-
dom; for 1 shall greatly desire to
see thee. For the king was greatly
astonished at the words which he
had spoken, and also at the words
which had been spoken by his son
Lamoni, therefore he was “desirous to
learn them.

28 And it came to pass that Am-
mon and Lamoni proceeded on
their journey towards the land of
Middoni. And Lamoni found favor
in the eyes of the king of the land;
therefore the bhrethren of Ammon
were brought forth out of prison.

29 And when Ammon did meet
them he was exceedingly sorrowful,
for behold they were naked, and
their skins were worn exceedingly
because of being bound with strong
cords. And they also had “suffered
hungecr, thirst, and all kinds of af-
flictions; nevertheless they were
bpatient in all their sufferings.

30 And, as it happened, it was their
lot to have fallen into the hands of
amore hardened and a more “stiff-
necked people; therefore they would
not hearken unto their words, and
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AND it came to pass that when they
had established a church in that
4land, that kKing Lamoni desired that
Ammon should go with him to the
land of Nephi, that he mi
him unto his father.

2 And the voice of the Lord came
to Ammon, saying: Thou shalt not go
up to the la.nd of Nephi, for behold,
the king will seek thy life; but thou
shalt go to the land of “Middoni; for
behold, thy brother Aaron, and also
Muloki and Ammah are in prison.

3 Now it came to pass that when
Ammon had heard this, he said unto
Lamoni: Behold, my brother and
brethren are in prison at Middoni,
and I go that I may deliver them.

4 Now Lamoni said unto Ammon:
I know, in the “strength of the Lord
thou canst do all things. But behold,
I will go with thee to the land of
Middoni; for the king of the land
of Middoni, whose name is Anti-
omno, is a friend unto me; therefore
I go to the land of Middoni, that I
may flatter the king of the land,
and he will cast thy brethren out
of Pprison. Now Lamoni said unto
him: Who told thee that thy breth-
ren were in prison?

5 And Ammon said unto him: No
one hath told me, save it be God;
and he said unto me—Go and de-
liver thy brethren, for they are in
prison in the land of Middoni.

6 Now when Lamoni had heard
this he caused that his servants
should make ready his “horses and
his chariots.

7 And he said unto Ammon: Come,
I will go with thee down to the land
of Middoni, and there 1 will plead
with the king that he will cast thy
brethren out of pr lson o

ht show_,

Ammon and Lamoni Travel to Middoni

They Meet Lamoni’s Father on the Road

;"l moni rehearsed unto him whither
: he was going, for he feared to offend §
{ him.

i manded him that he should slay §
i Ammon with the sword. And he {}
{ also commanded him that he should §
: not go to the land of Middoni, but |
i that he should return with him to §
‘ the land of “[shmael.

| these words, he was angry with |
. him, and he drew his sword that §
|he might smite him to the earth. |

{thither, they met the father of {}
t Lamoni, who was King “over all §
i the land. I
t 9 And behold, the father of La- §
i moni said unto him: Why did ye ¢
r“not come to the *feaston that great
tday when I made a feast unto my
i sons, and unto my people? 1
i 10 And he also said: Whither art §j
 thou going with this Nephite, who |
{is one of the children of a “liar?

11 And it came to pass that La- i

12 And he also told him all the §

icause of his tarrying in his own §j
: kingdom, that he did not go unto !
'his father to the feast which he had §;
¢t prepared. i

13 And now when Lamoni had re- §}

- hearsed unto him all these things, 3t
{ behold, to his astonishment, his §}
i father was angry with him, and said: §}
. Lamoni, thou art going to deliver {
i these Nephites, who are sons of a {f
liar. Behold, he robbed our fathers; §i
{ and now his children are also come §
t amongst us that they may, by their }
cunning and their lyings, deceive {}
i us, that they again may rob us of {}
our property.

14 Now the father of Lamoni com- §

|

15 But Lamoni said unto him: I

16 Now when his father had heard §

i were “better that he should fall than |
i1 thee, for behold, he has *repented {
it of his sins; but if thou shouldst fall |
{1 at this time, in thine anger, thy soul §
it could not be saved.
18 And again, it is expedient that |
i} thou shouldst forbear; for if thou §
1! shouldst 4slay thy son, he being an }
|{ innocent man, his blood would cry |
1t from the ground to the Lord his §
It God, for vengeance to come upon §
ii thee; and perhaps thou wouldst §

: lose thy ®soul. |
19 Now when Ammon had said |
i these words unto him, he answered 1
'him, saying: I know that if I should §
slay my son, that I should shed in- }
nocent blood; for it is thou that hast |

sought to destroy him.

20 And he stretched forth his hand |
to slay Ammon. But Ammon with- }
stood his blows, and also smote his |}

arm that he could not use it.

21 Now when the king saw that ,}?
{ Ammon could slay him, he hegan j
 to plead with Ammon that he would }

spare his life.

22 But Ammon raised his sword, !
4i and said unto him: Behold, 1 will |
i smite thee except thou wilt grant §
| unto me that my brethren may be |

acast out of prison.

[ 23 Now the king, fearing he should |
: lose his life, said: If thou wilt spare |
i me I will grant unto thee whatso- |
{7 ever thou wilt ask, even to half of }
i 11 the kingdom. ~
. will not slay Ammon, neither will §}
I return to the land of Ishmael, but §
i1 go to the land of Middoni that I §
' may release the brethren of Ammon, }
i for I know that they are just men }
. and holy prophets of the true God.

24 Now when Ammon saw that he §{
{ had wrought upon the old king ac- §
i cording to his desire, he said unto ¢§
'him: If thou wilt grant that my |
! brethren may be cast out of prison, }
1§ and also that Lamoni may retain his }
' kingdom, and that ye be not dis- j
 pleased with him, but grant that he }
. may do according to his own desires }
{ in “whatsoever thing he thinketh, |
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17 But Ammon stood forth and '
t said unto him: Behold, thou shalt

{ then will I spare thee; otherwise I
will smite thee to the earth.

{ 25 Now when Ammon had said
! these words, the king began to re-
! joice because of his life.

i 26 And when he saw that Ammon
. had no desire to destroy him, and
i when he also saw the great “love
{ he had for his son Lamoni, he was
¢ astonished exceedingly, and said:
¢ Because this is all that thou hast |
¢ desired, that I would °release thy |
' hrethren, and suffer that my son
i Lamonishould retain his kKingdom,
! behold, I will grant unto you that |
¢ my son may retain his kingdom |
. from this time and forever; and I }
¢ will govern him no more—
also grant unto thee
that thy brethren may be cast out
of prison, and thou and thy brcth-
ren may come unto me, in my king-
dom; for 1 shall greatly desire to
see thee. For the king was greatly
astonished at the words which he
had spoken, and also at the words
which had been spoken by his son
Lamoni, therefore he was “desirous to
learn them.

28 And it came to pass that Am-
mon and Lamoni proceeded on
their journey towards the land of
Middoni. And Lamoni found favor
in the eyes of the king of the land;
therefore the brethren of Ammon
were brought forth out of prison.

29 And when Ammon did meet
them he was exceedingly sorrowful,
for behold they were naked, and
their skins were worn exceedingly
because of being bound with strong
cords. And they also had “suffered
hungecr, thirst, and all kinds of af-
flictions; nevertheless they were
bpatient in all their sufferings.

30 And, as it happened, it was their
lot to have fallen into the hands of
a more hardened and a more “stiff-
necked people; therefore they would
not hearken unto their words, and
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Ammon and Lamoni
Rescue Ammon’s Brethren

then will I spare thee; otherwise I
will smite thee to the earth.

25 Now when Ammon had said
these words, the king began to re-
joice because of his life.

26 And when he saw that Ammon
had no desire to destroy him, and
when he also saw the great “love
he had for his son Lamoni, he was
astonished exceedingly, and said:
Because this is all that thou hast
desired, that I would °release thy
hrethren, and suffer that my son
Lamonishould retain his kKingdom,
behold, I will grant unto you that
my son may retain his kingdom
from this time and forever; and 1
will govern him no more—

27 And I will also grant unto thee
that thy brethren may be cast out
of prison, and thou and thy brcth-
ren may come unto me, in my King-
dom; for 1 shall greatly desire to
see thee. For the king was greatly
astonished at the words which he
had spoken, and also at the words
which had been spoken by his son
Lamoni, therefore he was “desirous to
learn them.

28 And it came to pass that Am-
mon and Lamoni proceeded on
their journey towards the land of
Middoni. And Lamoni found favor
in the eyes of the king of the land;
therefore the hrethren of Ammon
were brought forth out of prison.

29 And when Ammon did meet
them he was exceedingly sorrowful,
for behold they were naked, and
their skins were worn exceedingly
because of being bound with strong
cords. And they also had “suffered
hungecr, thirst, and all kinds of af-
flictions; nevertheless they were
bpatient in all their sufferings.

30 And, as it happened, it was their
lot to have fallen into the hands of
amore hardened and a more “stiff-
necked people; therefore they would
not hearken unto their words, and

they had cast them out, and had
smitten them, and had driven them
from house to house, and from
place to place, even until they had
arrived in the land of Middoni; and
there they were taken and cast into
prison, and bound with °strong
cords, and Kept in prison for many
davs,and were delivered by Lamoni
and Ammon.

An account of the preaching of
Aaron, and Muloki, and thc¢ir breth-
ren, to the Lamanites.

Comprising chapters 21 through 25.

CHAPTER 21 Flashback
Aaron teaches the Amalekites o

Christ and His Atonement—Aaron
and his brethren are imprisoned in
Middoni—After their deliverance, they
teach in the synagogues and make many
converts—Lamoni granis religious free-
dom to the peaple in the land of Ishmael.
About 90-77 B.C.

Now when Ammon and his breth-
ren “separated themselves in the
borders of the land of the Laman-
ites, behold Aaron took his journey
towards the land which was called
by the Lamanites, ?Jerusalem, call-
ing it after the land of their fathers’
nativity; and it was away joining
the borders of Mormon.

2 Now the Lamanites and the
Amalekites and the people of “Amu-
lon had built a great city, which
was called Jerusalem.

3 Now the Lamanites of themselves
were sufficiently hardened, but
the Amalekites and the Amulonites
were still harder; therefore they
did cause the Lamanites that they
should harden their hearts, that
they should wax strong in wicked-
ness and their abominations.

4 And it came to pass that Aaron
came to the city of Jerusalem, and

1

1

first began to preach to the Amale-
kites. And he began to preach to
them in their *synagogues, for they
had built synagogues after the Yor-
der of the Nehors; for many of the
Amalekites and the Amulonites
were after the order of the Nehors.

5 Therefore, as Aaron entered into
one of their asynagogues to preach
unto the people, and as he was
speaking unto them, behold there
arose an Amalekite and began to
contend with him, saying: What is
that thou hast testified? Hast thou
seen an Pangel? Why do not angels
appear unto us? Behold ‘are not
this people as good as thy people?

6 Thou also savest, except we re-
pent we shall perish. How knowest
thou the thought and intent of our
hearts? How knowest thou that we
have cause to repent? How knowest
thou that we are not a ¢righteous peo-
ple? Behold, we have built ’sanctu-
aries, and we do assemble ourselves
together to worship “God. We do
believe that God will save all men.

7 Now Aaron said unto him: Be-
lievest thou that the Son of God
shall come to redeem mankind
from their sins?

8 And the man said unto him: We
do not *believe that thou knowest
any such thing. We do not believe
in these foolish traditions. We do
not believe that thou knowest of
things to come, neither do we be-
lieve that thy fathers and also that
our fathers did know concerning
the things which they spake, of that
which is to come.

9 Now Aaron began to open the
“sceriptures unto them concern-
ing the coming of Christ, and also
concerning the resurrection of the
dead, and that there could be *no
redemption for mankind ¢save it

were through the “death and suffer-
ings of Christ, and the atonement of
his blood.

10 And it came to pass as he began
to expound these things unto them
they were angry with him, and be-
gan to “mock him; and they would
not hear the words which he spake.

11 Therefore, when he saw that
they would not hear his words, he
departed out of their synagogue,
and came over to a village which
was called Ani-Anti, and there he
found Muloki preaching the word
unto them; and also Ammah and
his brethren. And they contended
with many about the word.

12 And it came to pass that they
saw that the people would harden
their hearts, therefore they departed
and came over into the land of
“Middoni. And they did preach the
word unto many, and *few believed
on the words which they taught.

13 Nevertheless, Aaron and a cer-
tain number of his brethren were
taken and cast into “prison, and the
remainder of them fled out of the
land of Middoni unto the regions
round about.

14 And those who were cast into
prison suffered many things, and
they were delivered by the hand
of Lamoni and Ammon, and they
were fed and clothed.

15 And they went forth again to
declare the word, and thus they were
delivered for the first time out of
prison; and thus they had suffered.

16 And they went forth whither-
soever they were led by the “Spirit
of the Lord, preaching the word
of God in every synagogue of the
Amalekites, or in every assembly
of the Lamanites where they could
be admitted.

17 And it came to pass that the

4a D&C 66:7 |
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Ammon and Lamoni
Rescue Ammon’s Brethren

then will I spare thee; otherwise I
will smite thee to the earth.

25 Now when Ammon had said
these words, the king began to re-
joice because of his life.

26 And when he saw that Ammon
had no desire to destroy him, and
when he also saw the great “love
he had for his son Lamoni, he was
astonished exceedingly, and said:
Because this is all that thou hast
desired, that I would °release thy
hrethren, and suffer that my son
Lamonishould retain his kingdom,
behold, I will grant unto you that
my son may retain his kingdom
from this time and forever; and 1
will govern him no more—

27 And I will also grant unto thee
that thy brethren may be cast out
of prison, and thou and thy brcth-
ren may come unto me, in my king-
dom; for 1 shall greatly desire to
see thee. For the king was greatly
astonished at the words which he
had spoken, and also at the words
which had been spoken by his son
Lamoni, therefore he was “desirous to
learn them.

28 And it came to pass that Am-
mon and Lamoni proceeded on
their journey towards the land of
Middoni. And Lamoni found favor
in the eyes of the king of the land;
therefore the brethren of Ammon
were brought forth out of prison.

29 And when Ammon did meet
them he was exceedingly sorrowful,
for behold they were naked, and
their skins were worn exceedingly
because of being bound with strong
cords. And they also had “suffered
hungecr, thirst, and all kinds of af-
flictions; nevertheless they were
bpatient in all their sufferings.

30 And, as it happened, it was their
lot to have fallen into the hands of
amore hardened and a more “stiff-
necked people; therefore they would
not hearken unto their words, and

they had cast them out, and had
smitten them, and had driven them
from house to house, and from
place to place, even until they had
arrived in the land of Middoni; and
there they were taken and cast into
prison, and bound with °strong
cords, and Kept in prison for many
davs,and were delivered by Lamoni
and Ammon.

An account of the preaching of
Aaron, and Muloki, and thc¢ir breth-
ren, to the Lamanites.

Comprising chapters 21 through 25.

CHAPITER 21
Aaron teaches the Amalekites
Christ and His Atonement—Aaron
and his brethren are imprisoned in
Middoni—After their deliverance, they
teach in the synagogues and make many
converts—Lamoni granis religious free-

dom to the peaple in the land of Ishmael.
About 920-77 B.C.

Now when Ammon and his breth-
ren “separated themselves in the
borders of the land of the Laman-
ites, behold Aaron took his journey
towards the land which was called
by the Lamanites, ?Jerusalem, call-
ing it after the land of their fathers’
nativity; and it was away joining
the borders of Mormon.

2 Now the Lamanites and the
Amalekites and the people of “Amu-
lon had built a great city, which
was called Jerusalem.

3 Now the Lamanites of themselves
were sufficiently hardened, but
the Amalekites and the Amulonites
were still harder; therefore they
did cause the Lamanites that they
should harden their hearts, that
they should wax strong in wicked-
ness and their abominations.

4 And it came to pass that Aaron
came to the city of Jerusalem, and
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¢ after the order of the Nehors.

Flashback

{ have cause to repent? How knowest |
i thou that we are not a *righteous peo- |
: ple? Behold, we have built ’sanctu-
' aries, and we do assemble ourselves ;
{ together to worship “God. We do ¢
i believe that God will save all men. |
{ 7 Now Aaron said unto him: Be- {
¢ lievest thou that the Son of God |
t shall come to redeem mankind §
- from their sins? ,v
. 8 And the man said unto him: We {
i do not “believe that thou knowest ;
' any such thing. We do not believe §
i in these foolish traditions. We do |
| not believe that thou knowest of §jf
! things to come, neither do we be- {f
! lieve that thy fathers and also that |
i our fathers did know concerning |
' the things which they spake, of that jf
: which is to come. |
{ 9 Now Aaron began to open the |
- 4seriptures unto them concern- |
t ing the coming of Christ, and also |
t concerning the resurrection of the if
. dead, and that there could be ’no §
! redempuon for mankind “save it § j;f

first began to preach to the Amale-
kites. And he began to preach to
them in their *synagogues, for they
had built synagogues after the Yor-
der of the Nehors; for many of the
Amalekites and the Amulonites

erefore, as Aaron enterec 1nto” ‘
. one of their “synagogues to preach ji

i unto the people, and as he was |
. speaking unto them, behold there |
arose an Amalekite and began to
i contend with him, saying: What is !
i that thou hast testified? Hast thou ¢
i seen an angel? Why do not angels i}
¢ appear unto us? Behold ‘are not }
| this people as good as thy people? !
i 6 Thou also sayest, except we re- J|}
i pent we shall perish. How knowest |}
{ thou the thought and intent of our §

¢ hearts? How knowest thou that we |

il soever they were led by the “Spirit
i of the Lord, preaching the word §
t of God in every synagogue of the |
- Amalekites, or in every assembly !
of the Lamanites where they could §
{ be admitted. ~
17 And 1t came to pass that the :
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- were through the “death and suffer- |
i ings of Christ, and the atonement of £
t his blood.
- 10 And it came to pass as he began ¢
| to expound these things unto them !
! they were angry with him, and be- §
|} gan to “mock him; and they would }
: not hear the words which he spake. ¢
{ 11 Therefore, when he saw that |
' they would not hear his words, he |
t departed out of their synagogue, |
tand came over to a village which §
twas called Ani-Anti, and there he }
t found Muloki preaching the word §
unto them; and also Ammah and |
' his brethren. And they contended §
t with many about the word.

12 And it came to pass that they |
saw that the people would harden !
their hearts, therefore they departed }
tand came over into the land of §
ili “Middoni. And they did preach the }
t word unto many, and *few believed .
ion the words which they taught. |}
13 acer-

Nevertheless, Aaron and
tain number of hlb brethren were
taken and cast into “prison, and the
remainder of them fled out of the
land of Middoni unto the regions
round about.

14 And those who were cast into
prison suffered many things, and
they were delivered by the hand
of Lamoni and Ammon, and they

were fed and clothed.

they went forth ag

16 And they went forth whither- |

L)edth of,

ain to
declare the word, and thus they were }
delivered for the first time out of §
i prison; and thus they had suffered. |
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first began to preach to the Amale-
kites. And he began to preach to
them in their *synagogues, for they
had built synagogues after the Yor-
der of the Nehors; for many of the
Amalekites and the Amulonites
were after the order of the Nehors.

5 Therefore, as Aaron entered into
one of their 2synagogues to preach
unto the people, and as he was
speaking unto them, behold there
arose an Amalekite and began to
contend with him, saying: What is
that thou hast testified? Hast thou
seen an Pangel? Why do not angels
appear unto us? Behold ‘are not
this people as good as thy people?

6 Thou also savest, except we re-
pent we shall perish. How knowest
thou the thought and intent of our
hearts? How knowest thou that we
have cause to repent? How knowest
thou that we are not a ¢righteous peo-
ple? Behold, we have built ’sanctu-
aries, and we do assemble ourselves
together to worship “God. We do
believe that God will save all men.

7 Now Aaron said unto him: Be-
lievest thou that the Son of God
shall come to redeem mankind
from their sins?

8 And the man said unto him: We
do not *believe that thou knowest
any such thing. We do not believe
in these foolish traditions. We do
not believe that thou knowest of
things to come, neither do we be-
lieve that thy fathers and also that
our fathers did know concerning
the things which they spake, of that
which is to come.

9 Now Aaron began to open the
“seriptures unto them concern-
ing the coming of Christ, and also
concerning the resurrection of the
dead, and that there could be *no
redemption for mankind “save it

SN Nl =~

were through the “death and suffer-
ings of Christ, and the atonement of
his blood.

10 And it came to pass as he began
to expound these things unto them
they were angry with him, and be-
gan to “mock him; and they would
not hear the words which he spake.

11 Therefore, when he saw that
they would not hear his words, he
departed out of their synagogue,
and came over to a village which
was called Ani-Anti, and there he
found Muloki preaching the word
unto them; and also Ammah and
his brethren. And they contended
with many about the word.

12 And it came to pass that they
saw that the people would harden
their hearts, therefore they departed
and came over into the land of
“Middoni. And they did preach the
word unto many, and *few believed
on the words which they taught.

13 Nevertheless, Aaron and a cer-
tain number of his brethren were
taken and cast into “prison, and the
remainder of them fled out of the
land of Middoni unto the regions
round about.

14 And those who were cast into
prison “suffered many things, and
they were delivered by the hand
of Lamoni and Ammon, and they
were fed and clothed.

15 And they went forth again to
declare the word, and thus they were
delivered for the first time out of
prison; and thus they had suffered.

16 And they went forth whither-
soever they were led by the “Spirit
of the Lord, preaching the word
of God in every synagogue of the
Amalekites, or in every assembly
of the Lamanites where they could
be admitted.

17 And it came to pass that the
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Ammon and Lamoni Return to Ishmael

! Lord began to bless them, insomuch |
that they brought many to the { )
| knowledge of the truth; yea, they | Aaron teaches Lamoni’s father about
t did “convince many of their sins, |
i and of the traditions of their fathers, |
jwhich were not correct. ‘

BANd 1t came to pass that Am-
mon and Lamoni returned from
the land of Middoni to the land
of “Ishmael, which was the land of
their inheritance.

19 And king Lamoni would not
suffer that Ammon should serve
him, or be his %servant.

20 But he caused that there should
be “synagogues built in the land
of Ishmael; and he caused that his
people, or the people who were
under his reign, should assemble
themselves together.

21 And he did rejoice over them,
and he did teach them many things.
And he did also declare unto them
that they were a people who were
under him, and that they were a

“free people, that they were free

from the oppressions of the king,
his father; for that his father had
granted unto him that he might
reign over the people who were in
the land of Ishmael, and in all the
land round about.

22 And he also declared unto them
that they might have the “liberty
of worshiping the Lord their God
according to their desires, in what-
soever place they were in, if it were
in the land which was under the
reign of king Lamoni.

23 And Ammon did preach unto
the people of king Lamoni; and
it came to pass that he did teach
them all things concerning things
pertaining to righteousness. And
he did exhort them daily, with all
diligence; and they gave heed unto
his word, and they were “zealous for
kKeeping the commandments of God.

CHAPTER 22

the Creation, the Fall of Adam, and the
plan of redemption through Christ—
The king and all his household are

| converted—T he division of the land be-

fween the Nephites and the Lamanites
is explained. About 90-77 B.C.

Now, as Ammon was thus teaching
the people of Lamoni continually,
we will return to the account of
Aaron and his brethren; for after he
departed from the land of Middoni
he was “led by the Spirit to the land
of Nephi, even to the house of the
king which was Pover all the land
‘save it were the land of Ishmael,;
and he was the father of Lamoni.

2 And it came to pass that he went
in unto him into the king’s palace,
with his brethren, and bowed him-
self before the King, and said unto
him: Behold, O king, we are the
brethren of Ammon, whom thou
hast “delivered out of ’prison.

3 And now, O king, if thou wilt
spare our lives, we will be thy
servants. And the King said unto
them: Arise, for I will grant unto
you your lives, and I will not suffer
that ye shall be my servants; but I
will insist that ye shall administer
unto me; for I have been somewhat
“troubled in mind because of the
boenerosity and the greatness of
the words of thy brother Ammon;
and I desire to know the cause why
he has not come up out of Middoni
with thee.

4 And Aaron said unto the king:
Behold, the Spirit of the Lord has
called him another way; he has gone
“to the land of Ishmael, to teach the
people of Lamoni.

5 Now the Kking said unto them:
What is this that ye have said
concerning the Spirit of the Lord?
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“Why should | speak to anyone about the gospel who seems
content? What danger is there to them or to me if | do or say
nothing?

“Well, the danger may be hard to see, but 1t is real, both for them
and for us. For instance, at some moment in the world to come,
everyone you will ever meet will know what you know now. They
will know that the only way to live forever in association with our
families and in the presence of our Heavenly Father and His Son,
Jesus Christ, was to choose to enter into the gate by baptism at
the hands of those with authority from God. They will know that
the only way families can be together forever is to accept and
keep sacred covenants offered in the temples of God on this
earth. And they will know that you knew. And they will remember
whether you offered them what someone had offered you”

(President Henry B. Eyring in Conference Report, Oct. 1998, 41; or Ensign,
Nov. 1998, 33).



Ammon and Lamoni Return to Ishmael

Lord began to bless them, insomuch
that they brought many to the
knowledge of the truth; yea, they
did “convince many of their sins,
and of the traditions of their fathers,
which were not correct.

18 And it came to pass that Am-
mon and Lamoni returned from
the land of Middoni to the land
of “Ishmael, which was the land of
their inheritance.

19 And king Lamoni would not
suffer that Ammon should serve
him, or be his “servant.

20 But he caused that there should
be “synagogues built in the land
of Ishmael; and he caused that his
people, or the people who were
under his reign, should assemble
themselves together.

21 And he did rejoice over them,
and he did teach them many things.
And he did also declare unto them
that they were a people who were
under him, and that they were a
“free people, that they were free
from the oppressions of the king,
his father; for that his father had
granted unto him that he might
reign over the people who were in
the land of Ishmael, and in all the
land round about.

22 And he also declared unto them
that they might have the “liberty
of worshiping the Lord their God
according to their desires, in what-
soever place they were in, if it were
in the land which was under the
reign of King Lamoni.

23 And Ammon did preach unto
the people of king Lamoni; and
it came to pass that he did teach
them all things concerning things
pertaining to righteousness. And
he did exhort them daily, with all
diligence; and they gave heed unto
his word, and they were “zealous for
keeping the commandments of God.

CHAPTER 22

Aaron teaches Lamoni’s father about
the Creation, the Fall of Adam, and the
plan of redemption through Christ—
The king and all his household are
converted—T he division of the land be-
fween the Nephites and the Lamanites
is explained. About 90-77 B.C.

Now, as Ammon was thus teaching
the people of Lamoni continually,
we will return to the account of
Aaron and his brethren; for after he
departed from the land of Middoni
he was “led by the Spirit to the land
of Nephi, even to the house of the
kKing which was Pover all the land
‘save it were the land of Ishmael;
and he was the father of Lamoni.

2 And it came to pass that he went
in unto him into the king’s palace,
with his brethren, and bowed him-
self before the King, and said unto
him: Behold, O king, we are the
brethren of Ammon, whom thou
hast “delivered out of ®prison.

3 And now, O king, if thou wilt
spare our lives, we will be thy
servants. And the king said unto
them: Arise, for I will grant unto
you your lives, and I will not suffer
that ye shall be my servants; but I
will insist that ye shall administer
unto me; for I have been somewhat
‘troubled in mind because of the
boenerosity and the greatness of
the words of thy brother Ammon;
and I desire to know the cause why
he has not come up out of Middoni
with thee.

4 And Aaron said unto the king:
Behold, the Spirit of the Lord has
called him another way; he has gone
“to the land of Ishmael, to teach the
people of Lamoni.

5 Now the Kking said unto them:
What is this that ye have said
concerning the Spirit of the Lord?
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Behold, this is the thing which doth
trouble me.

6 And also, what is this that Am-
mon said—“If ye will repent ye shall
be saved, and if ye will not repent,
ve shall be cast off at the last day?

7 And Aaron answered him and
said unto him: Believest thou that
there is a God? And the King said: 1
know that the AmalekKkites say that
there is a God, and I have granted
unto them that they should build
sanctuaries, that they may assem-
ble themselves together to worship
him. And if now thou sayest there
is a God, behold 1 will “believe.

8 And now when Aaron heard this,
his heart began to rejoice, and he
said: Behold, assuredly as thou liv-
est, O King, there is a God.

9 And the Kking said: Is God that
¢GGreat Spirit that brought our
fathers out of the land of Jerusalem?

10 And Aaron said unto him: Yea,
he is that Great Spirit, and he “cre-
ated all things both in heaven and
in earth. Believest thou this?

11 And he said: Yea, 1 believe that
the Great Spirit created all things,
and I desire that ye should tell me
concerning all these things, and 1
will ¢believe thy words.

12 And it came to pass that when
Aaron saw that the king would
believe his words, he began from
the creation of Adam, “reading the
scriptures unto the king—how God
’created man after his own image,
and that God gave him command-
ments, and that because of trans-
gression, man had fallen.

13 And Aaron did expound unto
him the scriptures from the “cre-
ation of Adam, laying the fall of man

before him, and their carnal state
and also the ?plan of ‘redemption,
which was prepared from the foun-
dation of the world, through Christ,
for all whosoever would believe on
his name.

14 And since man had “fallen he
could not Pmerit anything of him-
self; but the sufferings and <death
of Christ “atone for their sins,
through faith and repentance, and
so forth; and that he breaketh the
bands of death, that the “grave shall
have no victory, and that the sting
of death should be swallowed up
in the hopes of glory; and Aaron
did expound all these things unto
the King.

15 And it came to pass that after
Aaron had expounded these things
unto him, the King said: “What shall
I do that I may have this eternal life
of which thou hast spoken? Yea,
what shall I do that I may be *born
of God, having this wicked spirit
‘rooted out of my breast, and receive
his Spirit, that I may be filled with
joy, that I may not be cast off at the
last day? Behold, said he, Il will give
up 4all that I possess, yvea, I will for-
sake my kingdom, that I may receive
this great joy.

16 But Aaron said unto him: If
thou desirest this thing, if thou wilt
“bow down before God, yea, if thou
wilt repent of all thy sins, and will
bow down before God, and call on
his name in faith, believing that ve
shall receive, then shalt thou receive
the *hope which thou desirest.

17 And it came to pass that when
Aaron had said these words, the
king did “bow down before the Lord,
upon his Knees; yea, even he did

6a Alma 20:17 (17-18).
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Aaron Teaches Lamoni’s Father in Nephi

Behold, this is the thing which doth
trouble me.

6 And also, what is this that Am-
mon said—“If ye will repent ye shall
be saved, and if ye will not repent,
ve shall be cast off at the last day?

7 And Aaron answered him and
said unto him: Believest thou that
there is a God? And the King said: 1
know that the Amalekites say that
there is a God, and I have granted
unto them that they should build
sanctuaries, that they may assem-
ble themselves together to worship
him. And if now thou sayest there
is a God, behold 1 will “believe.

8 And now when Aaron heard this,
his heart began to rejoice, and he
said: Behold, assuredly as thou liv-
est, O king, there is a God.

9 And the king said: Is God that
“Great Spirit that brought our
fathers out of the land of Jerusalem?

10 And Aaron said unto him: Yea,
he is that Great Spirit, and he “cre-
ated all things both in heaven and
in earth. Believest thou this?

11 And he said: Yea, 1 believe that
the Great Spirit created all things,
and I desire that ve should tell me
concerning all these things, and 1
will ¢believe thy words,

12 And it came to pass that when
Aaron saw that the king would
believe his words, he began from
the creation of Adam, “reading the
scriptures unto the king—how God
’created man after his own image,
and that God gave him command-
ments, and that because of trans-
gression, man had fallen.

13 And Aaron did expound unto
him the scriptures from the “cre-
ation of Adam, laying the fall of man

before him, and their carnal state
and also the ?plan of ‘redemption,
which was prepared ¢from the foun-
dation of the world, through Christ,
for all whosoever would believe on
his name.

14 And since man had “fallen he
could not Pmerit anything of him-
self; but the sufferings and “death
of Christ “atone for their sins,
through faith and repentance, and
so forth; and that he breaketh the
bands of death, that the ¢grave shall
have no victory, and that the sting
of death should be swallowed up

in the hopes of glory; and Aaron
did expound all these things unto
the king. | -
" 15 And it came to pass that after }
' Aaron had expounded these things §
{ unto him, the king said: “What shall {
i 1 do that I may have this eternal life
i of which thou hast spoken? Yea, i
{ what shall I do that I may be *born }
{ of God, having this wicked spirit }
i ‘rooted out of my breast, and receive |
i his Spirit, that I may be filled with |
§ joy, that I may not be cast off at the }
last day? Behold, said he, I will ive
fu “all that I poss ‘ vea, | r- |

i 16 But Aaron said unto him: If |
| thou desirest this thing, if thou wilt j
 “bow down before God, yea, if thou |
' wilt repent of all thy sins, and will §
' bow down before God, and call on
 his name in faith, believing that ye |
i shall receive, then shalt thou receive |
i the *hope which thou desirest. |
i 17 And it came to pass that when |
' Aaron had said these words, the |
 king did “bow down before the Lord, }
upon hls knees, ye‘: even he d1d ,

6a AIm;x 20:17 (17-18).
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(rostrate himself upon the earth,
i and cried *mightily, saying:

: 18 O God, Aaron hath told mc that }
- there is a God; and if there is a God, |
{ and if thou art God, wilt thou make |
i thyself known unto me, and 1 will

j give away all my sins to kno tﬁee, i
I ' may b d Trom the
dead, and be saved at the last day. |§
¢ And now when the king had said }
! these words, he was struck “as if he ¢§
19 And 1t came to pass that his

servants ran and told the queen all
that had happened unto the King.
And she came in unto the King; and
when she saw him lay as if he were
dead, and also Aaron and his breth-
ren standing as though they had
been the cause of his fall, she was
angry with them, and commanded
that her servants, or the servants
of the king, should take them and
slay them.

20 Now the servants had seen the
cause of the king’s fall, therefore
thcy durst not lay their hands on
Aaron and his brethren; and they
pled with the queen saving: Why
commandest thou that we should
slay these men, when behold one
of them is “mightier than us all?
Therefore we shall fall before them.

21 Now when the queen saw the
fear of the servants she also be-
gan to fear exceedingly, lest there
should some evil come upon her.
And she commanded her servants
that they should go and call the
people, that they might slay Aaron
and his brethren.

22 Now when Aaron saw the de-
termination of the queen, he, also
Knowing the hardness of the hearts
of the people, feared lest that a
multitude should assemble them-
selves together, and there should
be a great contention and a distur-
bance among them; therefore he

put forth his *hand and raised the

! king from the earth, and said unto

him: Stand. And hc stood upon his
feet, receiving his strength.

23 Now (his was done in the pres-
ence of the queen and many of the
servants. And when they saw it
they greatly marveled, and began
to fear. And the King stood forth,
and began to “minister unto them.
And he did minister unto them, in-

i somuch that his bwhole household

were ‘converted unto the Lord.

24 Now there was a multitude
gathered together because of the
commandment of the queen, and
there began to be great murmur-
ings among them because of Aaron
and his brethren.

25 But the King stood forth among
them and administered unto them.
And they were “pacified towards
Aaron and those who were with him.

26 And it came to pass that when
the king saw that the people were
pacified, he caused that Aaron and
his brcethren should stand forth in the
midst of the multitude, and that they
should preach the word unto them.

27 And it came to pass that the
King sent a “proclamation through-
out all the land, amongst all his
people who were in all his land,
who were in all the regions round
about, which was bordering even
to the sea, on the east and on the
bwest, and which was divided from
the land of ¢Zarahemla by a narrow
strip of wilderness, which ran from
the sea east even to the sea west,
and round about on the borders of
the seashore, and the borders of the
wilderness which was on the north
by the land of Zarahemla, through
the borders of “Manti, by the head
of the °river Sidon, running from
the east towards the west—and
thus were the Lamanites and the
Nephites divided.




“Each of us must surrender our sins If we are to really
know Christ. For we do not know Him until we become
like Him. There are some, like this king, who must pray
until they, too, have ‘a wicked spirit rooted’ from them so
they can find the same joy”

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Oct. 1983, 63; or
Ensign, Nov. 1983, 43).




“To take His name upon us means a willingness to do whatever He requires
of us.

“Someone has said that the price of a Christian life is the same today as
always: it is simply to give all that we have, holding back nothing, to ‘give
away all [our] sins to know [HIim]’ (Alma 22:18). When we fall short of that
standard by reason of sloth, indifference, or wickedness; when we are evil
or envious, selfish, sensual, or shallow; we, in a sense at least, crucify Him
afresh. And when we try consistently to be our very best, when we care for
and serve others, when we overcome selfishness with love, when we place
the welfare of others above our own, when we bear each other’s burdens
and ‘mourn with those that mourn,” when we ‘comfort those that stand in
need of comfort, and ... stand as withesses of God at all times and in all
things, and in all places’ (Mosiah 18:8-9), then we honor Him and draw from
His power and become more and more like Him, growing ‘brighter and
brighter,’ if we persist, ‘until the perfect day’ (D&C 50:24)”

(Elder Alexander B. Morrison in Conference Report, Oct. 1999, 33; or Ensign, Nov. 1999, 27).



Aaron Teaches Lamoni’s Father in Nephi

Behold, this is the thing which doth
trouble me.

6 And also, what is this that Am-
mon said—“If ye will repent ye shall
be saved, and if ye will not repent,
ve shall be cast off at the last day?

7 And Aaron answered him and
said unto him: Believest thou that
there is a God? And the King said: 1
know that the Amalekites say that
there is a God, and I have granted
unto them that they should build
sanctuaries, that they may assem-
ble themselves together to worship
him. And if now thou sayest there
is a God, behold 1 will “believe.

8 And now when Aaron heard this,
his heart began to rejoice, and he
said: Behold, assuredly as thou liv-
est, O king, there is a God.

9 And the king said: Is God that
“Great Spirit that brought our
fathers out of the land of Jerusalem?

10 And Aaron said unto him: Yea,
he is that Great Spirit, and he “cre-
ated all things both in heaven and
in earth. Believest thou this?

11 And he said: Yea, 1 believe that
the Great Spirit created all things,
and I desire that ve should tell me
concerning all these things, and 1
will ¢believe thy words,

12 And it came to pass that when
Aaron saw that the king would
believe his words, he began from
the creation of Adam, “reading the
scriptures unto the king—how God
’created man after his own image,
and that God gave him command-
ments, and that because of trans-
gression, man had fallen.

13 And Aaron did expound unto
him the scriptures from the “cre-
ation of Adam, laying the fall of man

before him, and their carnal state
and also the ?plan of ‘redemption,
which was prepared ¢from the foun-
dation of the world, through Christ,
for all whosoever would believe on
his name.

14 And since man had “fallen he
could not Pmerit anything of him-
self; but the sufferings and “death
of Christ “atone for their sins,
through faith and repentance, and
so forth; and that he breaketh the
bands of death, that the ¢grave shall
have no victory, and that the sting
of death should be swallowed up

in the hopes of glory; and Aaron
did expound all these things unto
the king. | -
b 15 An came to pass that after |
. Aaron had expounded these things |
{ unto him, the king said: “What shall
i 1 do that I may have this eternal life
i of which thou hast spoken? Yea, i
{ what shall I do that I may be *born }
{ of God, having this wicked spirit }
i ‘rooted out of my breast, and receive |
t his Spirit, that I may be filled with |
§ joy, that I may not be cast off at the }
last day? Behold, said he, I will ive
fu “all thatI 0SS ‘ vea, | r- |

i 16 But Aaron said unto him: If |
{ thou desirest this thing, if thou wilt }
t “bow down before God, yea, if thou |
' wilt repent of all thy sins, and will §
' bow down before God, and call on
 his name in faith, believing that ye |
t shall receive, then shalt thou receive |
i the *hope which thou desirest. |
¢ 17 And it came to pass that when ¢
' Aaron had said these words, the |
 king did “bow down before the Lord, }
upon hls knees, ye'l even he d1d ,

6a Alma 20 1.7 (17—18)
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| prostrate himself upon the earth,
i and cried *mightily, saying: i
i 18 OGod, Aaron hath told mc that §
- there is a God; and if there isa God, §
| and if thou art God, wilt thou make §
i thyself known unto me, and I will }
| give away allmy sins to knowtﬁ ee, #
j an 'y
{ dead, and be saved at the last day.
: And now when the king had said
! these words, he was struck “as if he
¢ were dead. o . .
19 And it came to pass “that his
servants ran and told the queen all |§ j
' gathered together because of the |
r commandment of the queen, and |
! there began to be great murmur- !
? ings among them because of Aaron §
i and his brethren. ]
been the cause of his fall, she was [
! them and administered unto them. }
¢ And they were “pacified towards |
1 Aaron and those who were with him. |

T3

that had happened unto the King.
And she came in unto the king; and
when she saw him lay as if he were
dead, and also Aaron and his breth-
ren standing as though they had

angry with them, and commanded
that her servants, or the servants
of the king, should take them and
slay them.

20 Now the servants had seen the

thcy durst not lay their hands on
Aaron and his brethren; and they
pled with the queen saving: Why
commandest thou that we should
slay these men, when bhehc _
of them is “mightier than us all:
rerefore we shall fall before them.

21 Now when the queen saw the
fear of the servants she also be-
gan to fear exceedingly, lest there
should some evil come upon her.
And she commanded her servants
that they should go and call the
people, that they might slay Aaron

{ 22 Now when Aaron saw the de-|
. termination of the queen, he, also?
. knowing the hardness of the hearts
i of the people, feared lest that af

: multitude should assemble them-|
selves together, and there should j
| be a great contention and a distur-§
! bance among them; therefore he?

W put forth his *hand and raised the |
§ King from the earth, and said unto |

him: Stand. And hc stood upon his
feet, receiving his strength. }
23 Now this was done in the pres- |

il ence of the queen and many of the |

servants. And when they saw it }

i they greatly marveled, and began |
it to fear. And the king stood forth, |}
i and began to “minister unto them. |
# And he did minister unto them, in- }
i somuch that his bwhole household !
' were ‘converted unto the Lord.

24 Now there was a multitude i

25 But the King stood forth among i

26 And it came to pass that when }

' the king saw that the people were
cause of the king’s fall, therefore |
! his brcthren should stand forthin the
' midst of the multitude, and that they
,‘wshuuld preach the word unto them ]

pacified, he caused that Aaron and

“And It came to pass that the
King sent a “proclamation through-
out all the land, amongst all his
people who were in all his land,
who were in all the regions round
about, which was bordering even
to the sea, on the east and on the
bwest, and which was divided from
the land of °Zarahemla by a narrow
strip of wilderness, which ran from
the sea east even to the sea west,
and round about on the borders of
the seashore, and the borders of the
wilderness which was on the north
by the land of Zarahemla, through
the borders of “Manti, by the head
of the °river Sidon, running from
the east towards the west—and
thus were the Lamanites and the
Nephites divided.
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put forth his *hand and raised the
king from the earth, and said unto
him: Stand. And hc stood upon his
feet, receiving his strength.

23 Now this was done in the pres-
ence of the queen and many of the
servants. And when they saw it
they greatly marveled, and began
to fear. And the King stood forth,
and began to “minister unto them.
And he did minister unto them, in-
somuch that his ®whole household
were ‘converted unto the Lord.

24 Now there was a multitude
gathered together because of the
commandment of the queen, and
there began to be great murmur-
ings among them because of Aa
and his brethren.

25 But the king stood forth &&=
them and administered unto &
And they were “pacified to
Aaron and those who were with ¥

26 And it came to pass that
the king saw that the people
pacified, he caused that Aaron a
his brcthren should stand forthin t
midst of the multitude, and that the
should preach the word unto then

27 And 1t came to pass that the
king sent a “proclamation through-
out all the land, amongst all his
people who were in all his land,
who were in all the regions round
about, which was bordering even
to the sea, on the east and on the
bwest, and which was divided from
the land of *Zarahemla by a narrow
strip of wilderness, which ran from
the sea east even to the sea west,
and round about on the borders of
the seashore, and the borders of the
wilderness which was on the north
by the land of Zarahemla, through
the borders of “Manti, by the head
of the ‘river Sidon, running from
the east towards the west—and
thus were the Lamanites and the
Nephites divided.
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28 Now, the more *idle part of the
Lamanites lived in the wilderness,
and dwelt in tents; and they were
spread through the wilderness on
the west, in the land of NeoisiS s
and also on the wossESSaatEse .
Zarahem ] 2 e

¢
Jountiful,
derness which is
1 all manner of wild ani-
nals of every kind, a part of which
had come from the land northward
for food.

32 And now, it was only the “dis-
tance of a day and a half’s journey
for a Nephite, on the line Bountiful
and thc land Decsolation, from the
east to the west sea; and thus the

= LIS

land of Nephi and the land of Zara-
hemla were nearly surrounded by
water, there being a small ’neck of
land between the land northward
and the land southward.

33 And it came to pass that the
Nephites had inhabited the land
Bountiful, even from the east unto
the west sea, and thus the Nephites
in thecir wisdom, with their guards
and their armies, had hemmed in
the Lamanites on the south, that
hereby they should have no more
yossession on the north, that they
1ight not overrun the land north-
ard.

4 Therefore the Lamanites could
€ N0 more possessions only in
land of Nephi, and the wilder-
round about. Now this was
om in the Nephites—as the
inites were an enemy to them,
ould not suffer their afflictions
2ry hand, and also that they
have a country whither
ight flee, according to their

now [, after having said
rn again to the account
and Aaron, Omner and
d their brethren.

"HAPTER 23

EeEmedom is proclaimed—The
’ seven lands and cities
perted—T hey call themselves
Anti-Nephi-Lehies and are freed from
the curse—1'he Amalekites and the
Amulonites reject the truth. About
90-77 B.C.

BEHOLD, now it came to pass that
the king of the Lamanites sent a
aproclamation among all his people,
that they should not lay their hands
on Ammon, or Aaron, or Omner, or
Himni, nor either of their brethren
who should go forth prcaching the
word of God, in whatsoever place

-~ P 4B e & ab 2 A 2 A oy I

a 20 o Pemn ool I a A @ 2 AP = ammm Yy e |



