
Scripture
Gems

Episode 23







Al
m

a 
Ex

pl
ai

ns
 th

e 
O

rd
in

at
io

n 
of

 P
rie

st
s

Al
m

a 
C

ite
s 

th
e 

Ex
am

pl
e 

of
 M

el
ch

iz
ed

ek

The anti-Nehor Message

Doctrine and Covenants 107:1-3
1 There are, in the church, two priesthoods, namely, the Melchizedek 
and Aaronic, including the Levitical Priesthood. 

2  Why the first is called the  Melchizedek Priesthood  is 
because Melchizedek was such a great high priest. 

3 Before his day it was called the Holy Priesthood, after the Order of 
the Son of God.
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The anti-Nehor Message

In ways that have not been revealed, our actions in 
the spirit world have influenced our circumstances 
in mortality.

President Dallin H Oaks, General Conf. April, 2020



“Every man who has a calling to minister to the 
inhabitants of the world was ordained to that very 
purpose in the Grand Council of heaven before this world 
was. I suppose that I was ordained to this very office in 
that Grand Council”  

(Prophet Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 6:364).



“Before we came here, faithful women were given 
certain assignments whi le fa i thful men were 
foreordained to certain priesthood tasks. While we do 
not now remember the particulars, this does not alter the 
glorious reality of what we once agreed to. You are 
accountable for those things which long ago were 
expected of you just as are those we sustain as prophets 
and apostles!” (“The Role of Righteous Women,” Ensign, 
Nov. 1979, 102).  

(Come, Follow Me references: Teachings of Presidents of the Church: 
Spencer W. Kimball [2006], 215–16)



“God has held you in reserve to make your appearance in 
the final days before the second coming of the Lord. … God 
has saved for the [final days] some of His strongest 
children, who will help bear off the kingdom triumphantly. 
That is where you come in, for you are the generation that 
must be prepared to meet your God. … 

“In all ages prophets have looked down through the 
corridors of time to our day. Billions of the deceased and 
those yet to be born have their eyes on us. Make no 
mistake about it—you are a marked generation. There has 
never been more expected of the faithful in such a short 
period of time than there is of us”  

(The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [1988], 104–5).
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The Lord’s rest refers to “enjoyment of 
peace and freedom from worry and 
turmoil. The Lord has promised such 
rest to His faithful followers during this 
life. He has also prepared a place of rest 
for them in the next life” (Guide to the 
Scriptures, “Rest,” scriptures.lds.org). 

The Lord’s rest can also refer to “the 
fulness of his glory” (D&C 84:24). 

The anti-Nehor Message
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Wrest: “To twist. … To distort; to turn 
from truth or twist from its natural 
meaning … ; to pervert” (Noah 
Webster’s First Edition of an American 
Dictionary of the English Language, 
1828 [1967]).
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“Thus, when Jesus asks you and me to 
“repent,” He is inviting us to change our 
mind, our knowledge, our spirit—even 
the way we breathe. He is asking us to 
change the way we love, think, serve, 
spend our time, treat our wives, teach 
our children, and even care for our 
bodies.” 

(President Russell M. Nelson, “We Can 
Do Better and Be Better,” April, 2019 
General Conference) 
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Alma 10:11 Alma 15:16

What happened in Ammonihah?



What happened in Ammonihah?

Alma 10:11 Alma 15:16
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“If we looked at mortality as the whole of existence, then 
pain, sorrow, failure, and short life would be calamity. 
But if we look upon life as an eternal thing stretching far 
into the premortal past and on into the eternal post-
death future, then all happenings may be put in proper 
perspective. 

“Is there not wisdom in his giving us trials that we might 
rise above them, responsibilities that we might achieve, 
work to harden our muscles, sorrows to try our souls? 
Are we not exposed to temptations to test our strength, 
sickness that we might learn patience, death that we 
might be immortalized and glorified? 

“If all the sick for whom we pray were healed, if all the 
righteous were protected and the wicked destroyed, the 
whole program of the Father would be annulled and the 
basic principle of the gospel, free agency, would be 
ended. No man would have to live by faith. 



righteous were protected and the wicked destroyed, the 
whole program of the Father would be annulled and the 
basic principle of the gospel, free agency, would be 
ended. No man would have to live by faith. 

“If joy and peace and rewards were instantaneously 
given the doer of good, there could be no evil—all would 
do good but not because of the rightness of doing good. 
There would be no test of strength, no development of 
character, no growth of powers, no free agency, only 
satanic controls. 

“Should all prayers be immediately answered according 
to our selfish desires and our limited understanding, then 
there would be little or no suffering, sorrow, 
disappointment, or even death, and if these were not, 
there would also be no joy, success, resurrection, nor 
eternal life and godhood”  

(President Spencer W. Kimball, Faith Precedes the Miracle [1973], 97).
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“There is another part of us, not so tangible, but quite as 
real as our physical body. This intangible part of us is 
described as mind, emotion, intellect, temperament, and 
many other things. Very seldom is it described as spiritual. 

“But there is a spirit in man; to ignore it is to ignore reality. 
There are spiritual disorders, too, and spiritual diseases that 
can cause intense suffering. 

“The body and the spirit of man are bound together. Often, 
very often, when there are disorders, it is very difficult to tell 
which is which”  

(President Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Oct. 1977, 89; or Ensign, 
Nov. 1977, 59).
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Nephites

Nephi

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Ammonihah

Alma 16:1-11 
And for the Lamanite 

version of events: 
Alma 25:1-16

Noah
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Lamanites

Zarahemla

Noah

Manti
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Nephites

Nephi

Lamanites

Zarahemla

Ammonihah

Alma 16:1-11 
And for the Lamanite 

version of events: 
Alma 25:1-16

Noah

Alma 24
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