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also many of his people, to serve
him and Keep his commandments.

33 And it came to pass that king
Limhi and many of his people were
desirous to be baptized; but there
was none in the land that had “au-
thority from God. And Ammon de-
clined doing this thing, considering
himself an unworthy servant.

34 Therefore they did not at that
time form themselves into a “church,
waiting upon the Spirit of the Lord.
Now they were desirous to become
even as Alma and his brethren, who
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¢ tized as a witness and a testimony §
¢ that they were willing to serve God
¢ with all their hearts; nevertheless §
{ they did prolong the time; and an #§
I account of their baptism shall be
| “given hereafter.
36 And now all

mon and “his people, and king
Limhi and his people, was to de-
liver themselves out of the hands of
the Lamanites and from *bondage.
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wilderness; for the Lamanites being
SO numerous, it was impossible for
the people of Limhi to contend with
them, thinking to deliver themselves
out of bondage by the sword.

3 Now it came to pass that *Gideon
went forth and stood before the
king, and said unto him: Now O
King, thou hast hitherto hearkened
unto my words many times when
we have been contending with our
brethren, the Lamanites.

4 And now O king, if thou hast
not found me to be an unprofitable
servant, or if thou hast hitherto lis-
tened to my words in any degree,
and they have been of service to
thee, even so I desire that thou
wouldst listen to my words at this
| time, and I will be thy servant and
deliver this people out of bondage.

5 And the king granted unto him
that he might speak. And Gideon
said unto him:

6 Behold the back pass, through
the back wall, on the back side
of the city. The Lamanites, or the
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and they called the valley Alma,
because he led their way in the
wilderness.

21 Yea, and in the valley of Alma
they poured out their “thanks to
God because he had been merciful
unto them, and eased their ’bur-
dens, and had delivered them out
of bondage; for they were in bond-
age, and none could deliver them
except it were the Lord their God.

22 And they gave “thanks to God,
yea, all their men and all their
women and all their children that
could s

1,1 83¢l Reading Zeniff’s Record
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Alma: Haste thee and get thou and
this people out of this land, for the
Lamanites have awakened and do
pursue thee; therefore get thee out
of this

EEld Reading Alma’s Record

come né
people.

24 And it came to pass that they
departed out of the valley, and took
their journey into the wilderness.

25 And after they had been in
the wilderness “twelve days they
arrived in the land of Zarahemla;
and king Mosiah did also *receive
them with joy.

CHAPTER 25

The descendants of Mulek at Zarahemla
become Nephites—They learn of the
people of Alma and of Zeniff—Alma
baptizes Limhi and all his people—
Mosiah authorizes Alma to organize the
Church of God. About 120 B.C.

AND now king Mosiah caused that
all the people should be gathered
together.

2 Now there were not so many of
the children of Nephi, or so many
of those who were descendants of
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half so numerous.

lek, and those who came
with him into the wilderness.

3 And there were not so many of
the people of Nephi and of the peo-
ple of Zarahemla as there were of
the Lamanites; vea, they were not

‘he people of Nephi
were assembled together, and also
all the people of Zarahemla, and
they were gathered together in
two bodies.

5 And it came to pass that Mosiah
did read, and caused to be read, the
records of Zeniff to his people; vea,
he read the records of the people
of Zeniff, from the time they %left
the land of Zarahemla until they
breturned again.

6 And he also read the account
of Alma and his brethren, and all
their afflictions, from the time they
left the land of Zarahemla until the
time they returned again.

7 And now, when Mosiah had made
an end of readlng the 1ee01ds hls

for when they beheld those that
had been dellvered 2out of bondage
they were filled with exceedingly
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559 Kn% again, when they thought of
their brethren who had been %slain

by the Lamanites they were filled

with sorrow, and even shed many
edrs of Sorrow.

10 And again, when they thought
of the immediate goodness of
God, and his power in delivering
Alma and his brethren out of the
hands of the Lamanites and of
“bondage, they did raise their voices
and give thanks to God. |

11 And again, when they thought
upon the Lamanites, who were their
brethren, of their sinful and “pol-
luted state, they were filled with
pain and anguish for the “welfare
of their souls.

12 And it came to pass that those
who “were the children of Amulon
and his brethren,
wife the "daughters of the La-
manites, were displeased with the
conduct of their fathers, and they
would no longer be called by the
names of their fathers, therefore
they took upon themselves the
name of Nephi, that they might be
called the children of Nephi and
be numbe1ed among those who

\d now all

tdants of Nephi.

When Mosiah had made an end of
speaking and reading to the peo-
ple, he desired that Alma should
also speak to the people.

15 And Alma did speak unto them,
when they were assembled together
in large bodies, and he went from
one body to another, preaching unto
the people repentance and faith on
the Lord.

16 And he did exhort the people of
Limhi and his brethren, all those that
had been delivered out of bondage,
that they should remember that it
was the Lord that did deliver them.

17 And it came to pass that after
Alma had taught the people many
things, and had made an end of
speaking to them, that King Limhi
was desirous that he might be
baptized; and all his people were

who had taken to

the people of |
iZarahemla were “numbered with §
ithe Nephites, and this because the |
tkingdom had been conferred upon {
inone but those who were descen-

Nnow it came to pass that

Church of God is Established in Zarahemla

desirous that they might be bap-
tized also.
18 Therefore, Alma

o eme, R T
the manner he did his brethren in
the *waters of Mormon; vea, and as
many as he did baptize did belong
to the church of God; and this be-
cause of their belief on the words
of Alma.

19 And it came to pass that king
Mosiah granted unto Alma that he
might establish churches through-
out all the land of Zarahemla; and
gave h1 power to "rdam priests

done because
there were so many people that they
could not all be governed by one
teacher; neither could they all hear
the word of God in one assembly;
21 Therefore they did “assemble
themselves together in different
bodies, being called churches; every
church having their priests and their
teachers, and every priest preaching
the word according as it was deliv-
ered to him by the mouth of Alma.
22 And thus, notwithstanding
there being many churches they
were all one “church, yea, even the
church of God; for there was nothing
preached in all the churches except
it were repentance and faith in God.
23 And now there were seven
churches in the land of Zarahemla.
And it came to pass that whosoever
were desirous to take upon them the
“name of Christ, or of God, they did
join the churches of God;
24 And they were called the “people
of God And the Lord did pour out
pirit upon them, and they were
blessed, and prospered in the land.

2de
WOl
did
sin.
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CHAPTER 26

Many members of the Church are led
into sin by unbelievers—Alma is prom-
ised eternal life—T hose who repent and
are baptized gain forgiveness—Church
members in sin who repent and confess
to Alma and to the Lord will be forgiven;
otherwise, they will not be numbered
among the people of the Church. About
120-100 B.C.

Now it came to pass that there were
many of the rising generation that
could not understand the *words of
King Benjamin, being little children
at the time he spake unto his peo-
ple; and they did "not beheve the
tradition of thelr fathers.

2 They did not believe what had
been said concerning the resurrec-
tion of the dead, neither did they
believe concerning the coming of
Christ.

3 And cause 'f the1r“u

4 And they would not be baptized;
neither would they join the “church.
And they were a separate people
as to their faith, and remained so
ever after, even in their °carnal and
sinful state; for they 1d not call
upon the Lord their God.

5 And now in the reign of Mosiah
they were not half so numerous
as the people of God; but be-
cause of the ¢dissensions among
the brethren they became more
numerous.

6 For it came to pass that they did
“deceive many with their *flattering
words, who were in the church, and
did cause them to commit many
sins; therefore it became expedient
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The Rising Generation Does Not Believe

that those who committed sin, that
were in the church, should be cad-
monished by the church.

7 And it came to pass that they
were brought before the priests, and
delivered up unto the “priests by
the teachers; and the priests brought
them before Alma, who was the
®high priest.

8 Now king Mosiah had given Alma
the “authority over the *church.

9 And it came to pass that Alma
did not know concerning them;
but there were many °witnesses
against them; yea, the people stood
and testified of their iniquity in
abundance.

10 Now there had not any such
thing happened before in the
church; therefore Alma was trou-
bled in his spirit, and he caused that
they should be brought before the
King.

11 And he said unto the King:
Behold, here are many whom we
have brought before thee, who are
accused of their brethren; vea, and
they have been taken in divers in-
iquities, And they do not repent of
their iniquities; therefore we have
brought them before thee, that thou
mavest judge them according to
their crimes.

12 But king Mosiah said unto Alma:
Behold, 1 judge them not; therefore
[ edeliver them into thy hands to
be judged.

13 And now the spirit of Alma was
again troubled; and he went and in-
guired of the Lord what he should
do concerning this matter, for he
feared that he should do wrong in
the sight of God.

14 And it came to pass that after

he had poured out his whole soul
to God, the ¢voice of the Lord came
to him, saying:

15 Blessed art thou, Alma, and
blessed are they who were baptized
in the *waters of Mormon. Thou art
blessed because of thy exceeding
®faith in the words alone of my
servant Abinadi.

16 And blessed are they because of
their exceeding faith in the words
alone which thou hast spoken unto
them.,

17 And blessed art thou because
thou hast established a “church
among this people; and they shall
be established, and they shall be
my people.

18 Yea, blessed is this people who
are willing to bear my “name; for
in my "name shall they be called;
and they are mine.

19 And because thou hast inquired
of me concerning the transgressor,
thou art blessed.

20 Thou art my servant; and I cov-
enant with thee that thou shalt have
*eternal life; and thou shalt serve
me and go forth in my name, and
shalt gather together my sheep.

21 And he that will hear my voice
shall be my 4sheep; and him shall
ye receive into the church, and him
will I also receive.

22 For behold, *this is my church;
whosoever is ‘baptized shall be bap-
tized unto repentance. And whom-
soever ye receive shall Ybelieve in
my name; and him will 1 freely
‘forgive.

23 For it is I that taketh upon me
the “sins of the world; for it is I that
hath created them; and it is I that
granteth unto him that believeth

|

unto the end a place at my right
hand.

24 For behold, in my name are they
called; and if they “know me they
shall come forth, and shall have a
place eternally at my right hand.

25 And it shall come to pass that
when the “second trump shall sound
then shall they that never *knew
me come forth and shall stand be-
fore me,

26 And then shall they know that
I am the Lord their God, that I am
their Redeemer; but they would not
be redeemed.

27 And then I will confess unto
them that I never *knew them; and
they shall ®depart into ‘everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his
angels.

28 Therefore I say unto vou, that
he that will not *hear my voice, the
same shall ye not receive into my
church, for him I will not receive
at the last day.

29 Therefore I say unto you, Go;
and whosoever transgresseth against
me, him shall ye “judge *according
to the sins which he has commit-
ted; and if he ‘confess his sins be-
fore thee and me, and %repenteth
in the sincerity of his heart, him
shall ve ¢forgive, and I will forgive
him also.

30 Yea, and “as often as my people
*repent will T forgive them their
trespasses against me,

31 And ve shall also “forgive one
another your trespasses; for verily
] say unto vou, he that forgiveth
not his *neighbor’s trespasses when
he says that he repents, the same
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“No charge in the kingdom is more important than to
build faith in youth. Each child In each generation
chooses faith or disbelief. Faith is not an inheritance; it is
a choice. Those who believed King Benjamin learned
that. Many of their children chose later not to believe.
The scriptures give as a reason, ‘for they would not call
upon the Lord their God’ (Mosiah 26:4)”

(Henry B. Eyring“Inquire of the Lord” [remarks at an evening with Elder
Neal A. Maxwell, Feb. 2, 2001], 1, www.ldsces.org).
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CHAPTER 26

Many members of the Church are led
into sin by unbelievers—Alma is prom-
ised eternal life—T hose who repent and
are baptized gain forgiveness—Church
members in sin who repent and confess
to Alma and to the Lord will be forgiven;
otherwise, they will not be numbered
among the people of the Church. About
120-100 B.C.

Now it came to pass that there were
many of the rising generation that
could not understand the *words of
King Benjamin, being little children
at the time he spake unto his peo-
ple; and they did "not beheve the
tradition of thelr fathers.

2 They did not believe what had
been said concerning the resurrec-
tion of the dead, neither did they
believe concerning the coming of
Christ.

3 And cause 'f the1r“u

4 And they would not be baptized;
neither would they join the “church.
And they were a separate people
as to their faith, and remained so
ever after, even in their °carnal and
sinful state; for they 1d not call
upon the Lord their God.

5 And now in the reign of Mosiah
they were not half so numerous
as the people of God; but be-
cause of the ¢dissensions among
the brethren they became more
numerous.

6 For it came to pass that they did
“deceive many with their *flattering
words, who were in the church, and
did cause them to commit many
sins; therefore it became expedient

Aty ~F |

A~ Y aciakh 2C.797° /1Q 92720\,

The Rising Generation Does Not Believe

that those who committed sin, that
were in the church, should be cad-
monished by the church.

7 And it came to pass that they
were brought before the priests, and
delivered up unto the “priests by
the teachers; and the priests brought
them before Alma, who was the
®high priest.

8 Now king Mosiah had given Alma
the “authority over the *church.

9 And it came to pass that Alma
did not know concerning them;
but there were many °witnesses
against them; yea, the people stood
and testified of their iniquity in
abundance.

10 Now there had not any such
thing happened before in the
church; therefore Alma was trou-
bled in his spirit, and he caused that
they should be brought before the
King.

11 And he said unto the King:
Behold, here are many whom we
have brought before thee, who are
accused of their brethren; vea, and
they have been taken in divers in-
iquities, And they do not repent of
their iniquities; therefore we have
brought them before thee, that thou
mavest judge them according to
their crimes.

12 But king Mosiah said unto Alma:
Behold, 1 judge them not; therefore
[ edeliver them into thy hands to
be judged.

13 And now the spirit of Alma was
again troubled; and he went and in-
guired of the Lord what he should
do concerning this matter, for he
feared that he should do wrong in
the sight of God.

14 And it came to pass that after

he had poured out his whole soul
to God, the ¢voice of the Lord came
to him, saying:

15 Blessed art thou, Alma, and
blessed are they who were baptized
in the *waters of Mormon. Thou art
blessed because of thy exceeding
®faith in the words alone of my
servant Abinadi.

16 And blessed are they because of
their exceeding faith in the words
alone which thou hast spoken unto
them.,

17 And blessed art thou because
thou hast established a “church
among this people; and they shall
be established, and they shall be
my people.

18 Yea, blessed is this people who
are willing to bear my “name; for
in my "name shall they be called;
and they are mine.

19 And because thou hast inquired
of me concerning the transgressor,
thou art blessed.

20 Thou art my servant; and I cov-
enant with thee that thou shalt have
*eternal life; and thou shalt serve
me and go forth in my name, and
shalt gather together my sheep.

21 And he that will hear my voice
shall be my 4sheep; and him shall
ye receive into the church, and him
will I also receive.

22 For behold, *this is my church;
whosoever is ‘baptized shall be bap-
tized unto repentance. And whom-
soever ye receive shall Ybelieve in
my name; and him will 1 freely
‘forgive.

23 For it is I that taketh upon me
the “sins of the world; for it is I that
hath created them; and it is I that
granteth unto him that believeth

|

unto the end a place at my right
hand.

24 For behold, in my name are they
called; and if they “know me they
shall come forth, and shall have a
place eternally at my right hand.

25 And it shall come to pass that
when the “second trump shall sound
then shall they that never *knew
me come forth and shall stand be-
fore me,

26 And then shall they know that
I am the Lord their God, that I am
their Redeemer; but they would not
be redeemed.

27 And then I will confess unto
them that I never *knew them; and
they shall ®depart into ‘everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his
angels.

28 Therefore I say unto vou, that
he that will not *hear my voice, the
same shall ye not receive into my
church, for him I will not receive
at the last day.

29 Therefore I say unto you, Go;
and whosoever transgresseth against
me, him shall ye “judge *according
to the sins which he has commit-
ted; and if he ‘confess his sins be-
fore thee and me, and %repenteth
in the sincerity of his heart, him
shall ve ¢forgive, and I will forgive
him also.

30 Yea, and “as often as my people
*repent will T forgive them their
trespasses against me,

31 And ve shall also “forgive one
another your trespasses; for verily
] say unto vou, he that forgiveth
not his *neighbor’s trespasses when
he says that he repents, the same

| . g, g g p——, F o LY |

[ — [—

™y AN

ek M d e eeed S e

P ek A el o N

——

A~ Y Jaew 177.2 |

Alsvryes 1774,



“Seeking the applause of the world, we like to be
honored by the men the world honors. But therein lies
real danger, for ofttimes, in order to receive those
honors, we must join forces with and follow those same
devilish influences and policies which brought some of
those men to positions of prominence. ... Today we are
being plagued within by the flattery of prominent men in
the world”

(Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Oct. 1964, 57; or
Improvement Era, Dec. 1964, 1067).




that those who committed sin, that
were in the church, should be cad-
monished by the church.

7 And it came to pass that they
were brought before the priests, and
delivered up unto the “priests by
the teachers; and the priests brought
them before Alma, who was the
*high priest.
the “authority over the "chu
-9 And 1t came to pass that A
did not know concerning them;
but there were many *witnesses
against them; yvea, the people stood
and testified of their iniquity in
abundance.

10 Now there had not any such
thing happened before in the
church; therefore Alma was trou-
bled in his spirit, and he caused that
they should be brought before the
King.

11 And he said unto the king:
Behold, here are many whom we
have brought before thee, who are
accused of their brethren; vea, and
they have been taken in divers in-
iquities, And they do not repent of
their iniquities; therefore we have
brought them before thee, that thou
mayest judge them according to
their crimes.

12 But king Mosiah said unto Alma:
Behold, 1 judge them not; therefore
[ edeliver them into thy hands to
be judged.

13 And now the spirit of Alma was
again troubled; and he went and in-
guired of the Lord what he should
do concerning this matter, for he
feared that he should do wrong in
the sight of God.

14 And it came to pass that after

he had poured out his whole soul
to God, the *voice of the Lord came
to him, saying:

15 Blessed art thou, Alma, and
blessed are they who were baptized
in the *waters of Mormon. Thou art
blessed because of thy exceeding
®faith in the words alone of my
servant Abinadi.

16 And blessed are they because of
their exceeding faith in the words
alone which thou hast spoken unto
them.,

17 And blessed art thou because
thou hast established a “church
among this people; and they shall
be established, and they shall be
my people.

18 Yea, blessed is this people who
are willing to bear my “name; for
in my "name shall they be called;
and they are mine.

19 And because thou hast inquired
of me concerning the transgressor,
thou art blessed.

20 Thou art my servant; and I cov-
enant with thee that thou shalt have
*eternal life; and thou shalt serve
me and go forth in my name, and
shalt gather together my sheep.

21 And he that will hear my voice
shall be my “sheep; and him shall
ye receive into the church, and him
will I also receive.

22 For behold, ¢this is my bchurch;
whosoever is ‘baptized shall be bap-
tized unto repentance. And whom-
soever ye receive shall “believe in
my name; and him will 1 freely
‘forgive.

23 For it is I that taketh upon me
the “sins of the world; for it is I that
hath created them; and it is I that
granteth unto him that believeth
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unto the end a place at my right
hand.

24 For behold, in my name are they
called; and if they “know me they
shall come forth, and shall have a
place eternally at my right hand.

25 And it shall come to pass that
when the “second trump shall sound
then shall they that never ’knew
me come forth and shall stand be-
fore me,

26 And then shall they know that
I am the Lord their God, that I am
their Redeemer; but they would not
be redeemed.

27 And then I will confess unto
them that I never *knew them; and
they shall ®depart into ‘everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his
angels.

28 Therefore I say unto yvou, that
he that will not *hear my voice, the
same shall ye not receive into my
church, for him I will not receive
at the last dayv.

29 Therefore 1 say unto you, Go;
and whosoever transgresseth against
me, him shall ye “judge *according
to the sins which he has commit-
ted; and if he ‘confess his sins be-
fore thee and me, and “repenteth
in the sincerity of his heart, him
shall ve ¢forgive, and I will forgive
him also.

30 Yea, and “as often as my people
*repent will T forgive them their
trespasses against me,

31 And ve shall also “forgive one
another your trespasses; for verily
] say unto vou, he that forgiveth
not his ’neighbor’s trespasses when
he says that he repents, the same

hath brought himself under con-
demnation.

32 Now I say unto you, Go; and
whosoever will *not repent of his
sins the same shall not be numbered
among my people; and this shall be
observed from this time forward.

33 And it came to pass when Alma
had heard these words he “wrote
them down that he might have
them, and that he might judge the
people of that church according to
the commandments of God.

34 And it came to pass that Alma
went and judged those that had
been taken in iniquity, according
to the *word of the Lord.

35 And whosoever repented of
their sins and did “confess them,
them he did number among the
people of the church;

36 And those that would not con-
fess their sins and repent of their in-
iquity, the same were not numbered
among the people of the church,
and their names were “blotted out.

37 And it came to pass that Alma
did regulate all the affairs of the
church; and they began again to
have peace and to prosper exceed-
ingly in the affairs of the church,
walking circumspectly before God,
receiving many, and baptizing many.

38 And now all these things did
Alma and his “fellow laborers do
who were over the church, *walking
in all diligence, teaching the word
of God in all things, suffering all
manner of afflictions, being per-
secuted by all those who did not
belong to the church of God.

39 And they did admonish their

24a Tohn 17:3. | Alma 17:4:

| b '11G Neighbor.



“After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins,
and Is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives
the Holy Ghost, (by the laying on of hands), ... then let
him continue to humble himself before God, hungering
and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every
word of God, and the Lord will soon say unto him, Son,
thou shalt be exalted. When the Lord has thoroughly
proved him, and finds that the man is determined to
serve Him at all hazards, then the man will find his
calling and his election made sure, then it will be his
privilege to receive the other Comforter, which the Lord
hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony
of St. John”

(Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 3:380).



that those who committed sin, that
were in the church, should be cad-
monished by the church.

7 And it came to pass that they
were brought before the priests, and
delivered up unto the “priests by
the teachers; and the priests brought
them before Alma, who was the
*high priest.

8 Now king Mosiah had given Alma
the 2authority over the *church.

9 And it came to pass that Alma
did not know concerning them;
but there were many *witnesses
against them; yvea, the people stood
and testified of their iniquity in
abundance.

10 Now there had not any such
thing happened before in the
church; therefore Alma was trou-
bled in his spirit, and he caused that
they should be brought before the
King.

11 And he said unto the king:
Behold, here are many whom we
have brought before thee, who are
accused of their brethren; vea, and
they have been taken in divers in-
iquities, And they do not repent of
their iniquities; therefore we have
brought them before thee, that thou
mayest judge them according to
their crimes.

12 But king Mosiah said unto Alma:
Behold, 1 judge them not; therefore
[ edeliver them into thy hands to
be judged.

13 And now the spirit of Alma was
again troubled; and he went and in-
guired of the Lord what he should
do concerning this matter, for he
feared that he should do wrong in
the sight of God.

14 And it came to pass that after

he had poured out his whole soul
to God, the ¢voice of the Lord came
to him, saying:

15 Blessed art thou, Alma, and
blessed are they who were baptized
in the *waters of Mormon. Thou art
blessed because of thy exceeding
®faith in the words alone of my
servant Abinadi.

16 And blessed are they because of
their exceeding faith in the words
alone which thou hast spoken unto
them.

17 And blessed art thou because
thou hast established a “church
among this people; and they shall
be established, and they shall be
my people.

18 Yea, blessed is this people who
are willing to bear my “name; for
in my "name shall they be called;
and they are mine.

19 And because thou hast inquired
of me concerning the transgressor,
thou art blessed.

20 Thou art my servant; and I cov-
enant with thee that thou shalt have
*eternal life; and thou shalt serve
me and go forth in my name, and
| ‘will hear my voice |
i shall be my “sheep; and him shall |
: ye receive into the church, and him |
t will I also receive. :
I 22 For behold, *this is my bchurch; |
i whosoever is “baptized shall be bap- |
i tized unto repentance. And whom- |
i soever ye receive shall 4believe in |
' my name; and him will 1 freely |
“forgive. l
¢ 23 For it is [ that taketh upon me ¢
' the “sins of the world; for it is 1 that ¢
' hath Pcreated them; and it is I that
{ granteth unto him that believeth |
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when the “second trump shall sound
then shall they that never ’knew
me come forth and shall stand be-
fore me,

26 And then shall they know that
I am the Lord their God, that I am
their Redeemer; but they would not
be redeemed.

27 And then I will confess unto
them that I never *knew them; and
they shall ®depart into ‘everlasting
fire prepared for the devil and his
angels.

28 Therefore I say unto yvou, that
he that will not *hear my voice, the
same shall ye not receive into my
church, for him I will not receive
at the last dayv.

29 Therefore 1 say unto you, Go;
and whosoever transgresseth against
me, him shall ye “judge *according
to the sins which he has commit-
ted; and if he ‘confess his sins be-
fore thee and me, and “repenteth
in the sincerity of his heart, him
shall ve ¢forgive, and I will forgive
him also.

30 Yea, and “as often as my people
*repent will T forgive them their
trespasses against me,

31 And ve shall also “forgive one
another your trespasses; for verily
] say unto vou, he that forgiveth
not his ’neighbor’s trespasses when
he says that he repents, the same

tunto the end a place at my right ;

| demnation.
i 24 For behold, in my name are they !
t called; and if they *know me they ¢
. shall come forth, and shall have a }
pla.ce eternally at my right hand. 5;»

hath brought himself under con-

32 Now I say unto you, Go; and
whosoever will *not repent of his
sins the same shall not be numbered
among my people; and this shall be
observed from this time forward.

33 And it came to pass when Alma
had heard these words he “wrote
them down that he might have
them, and that he might judge the
people of that church according to
the commandments of God.

34 And it came to pass that Alma
went and judged those that had
been taken in iniquity, according
to the *word of the Lord.

35 And whosoever repented of
their sins and did “confess them,
them he did number among the
people of the church;

36 And those that would not con-
fess their sins and repent of their in-
iquity, the same were not numbered
among the people of the church,
and their names were “blotted out.

37 And it came to pass that Alma
did regulate all the affairs of the
church; and they began again to
have peace and to prosper exceed-
ingly in the affairs of the church,
walking circumspectly before God,
receiving many, and baptizing many.

38 And now all these things did
Alma and his “fellow laborers do
who were over the church, *walking
in all diligence, teaching the word
of God in all things, suffering all
manner of afflictions, being per-
secuted by all those who did not
belong to the church of God.

39 And they did admonish their

24a Tohn 17:3. |

Alma 17-4:
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“We can choose to know the Lord by reading the
scriptures every day; by communicating with him in
fervent prayer at least morning and night, and In
times of trial, every hour or more, if needed; and by
keeping his commandments. Remember, ‘Hereby
we do know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. He that saith, | know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not iIn him. But whoso keepeth his word, In
him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know
we that we are in him.” (1 John 2:3-5.)”

(Joseph B. Wirthlin, “Finding Peace in Our Lives” [1995], 74).



that those who committed sin, that
were in the church, should be cad-
monished by the church.

7 And it came to pass that they
were brought before the priests, and
delivered up unto the “priests by
the teachers; and the priests brought
them before Alma, who was the
*high priest.

8 Now king Mosiah had given Alma
the 2authority over the *church.

9 And it came to pass that Alma
did not know concerning them;
but there were many *witnesses
against them; yvea, the people stood
and testified of their iniquity in
abundance.

10 Now there had not any such
thing happened before in the
church; therefore Alma was trou-
bled in his spirit, and he caused that
they should be brought before the
King.

11 And he said unto the king:
Behold, here are many whom we
have brought before thee, who are
accused of their brethren; vea, and
they have been taken in divers in-
iquities. And they do not repent of
their iniquities; therefore we have
brought them before thee, that thou
mayest judge them according to
their crimes.

12 But king Mosiah said unto Alma:
Behold, 1 judge them not; therefore
[ edeliver them into thy hands to
be judged.

13 And now the spirit of Alma was
again troubled; and he went and in-
guired of the Lord what he should
do concerning this matter, for he
feared that he should do wrong in
the sight of God.

14 And it came to pass that after

he had poured out his whole soul
to God, the *voice of the Lord came
to him, saying:

15 Blessed art thou, Alma, and
blessed are they who were baptized
in the *waters of Mormon. Thou art
blessed because of thy exceeding
®faith in the words alone of my
servant Abinadi.

16 And blessed are they because of
their exceeding faith in the words
alone which thou hast spoken unto
them.,

17 And blessed art thou because
thou hast established a “church
among this people; and they shall
be established, and they shall be
my people.

18 Yea, blessed is this people who
are willing to bear my “name; for
in my "name shall they be called;
and they are mine.

19 And because thou hast inquired
of me concerning the transgressor,
thou art blessed.

20 Thou art my servant; and I cov-
enant with thee that thou shalt have
*eternal life; and thou shalt serve
me and go forth in my name, and
shalt gather together my sheep.

21 And he that will hear my voice
shall be my “sheep; and him shall
ye receive into the church, and him
will I also receive.

22 For behold, ¢this is my bchurch;
whosoever is ‘baptized shall be bap-
tized unto repentance. And whom-
soever ye receive shall “believe in
my name; and him will 1 freely
‘forgive.

23 For it is I that taketh upon me
the “sins of the world; for it is I that
hath created them; and it is I that
granteth unto him that believeth
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unto the end a place at my right
hand.

24 For behold, in my name are they
called; and if they “know me they
shall come forth, and shall have a

I 25 And it shall come to pass that §
t when the “second trump shall sound §
 then shall they that never *knew |

: me come forth and shall stand be- 4

t fore me,
i 26 And then shall they know that §
i1 am the Lord their God, that I am |
' their Redeemer; but they would not |
i be redeemed.
. 27 And then I will confess unto ¢
 them that [ never “knew them; and !
i they shall *depart into ‘everlasting
i fire prepared for the devil and his §
i angels.
. 28 Therefore 1 say unto you, that |
i he that will not *hear my voice, the |
{ same shall ye not receive into my {
i church, for him I will not receive !
t at the last day. \
. 29 Therefore I say unto you, Go; |
¢ and whosoever transgresseth against §
t me, him shall ye “judge *according }
| to the sins which he has commit- |
t ted; and if he ‘confess his sins be- |
| fore thee and me, and “repenteth |
in the sincerity of his heart, him §
i shall ye ¢forgive, and I will forgive |
t him also.
. 30 Yea, and “as often as my people |
t 'repent will I forgive them their §
| trespasses against me, j
¢ 31 And ve shall also “forgive one |
L another your trespasses; for verily {
{1 say unto you, he that forgiveth }
i not his *neighbor’s trespasses when |
e says that he repents, the same |

| hath brought himself under con- |
: demnation. :

32 Now I say unto you, Go; and !

i whosoever will “not repent of his ¢
i sins the same shall not be numbered }
. among my people; and this shall be |

And it came to pass when Alma
had heard these words he “wrote
them down that he might have

| them, and that he might judge the

people of that church according to
the commandments of God.
34 And it came to pass that Alma

! went and judged those that had

been taken in iniquity, according
to the *word of the Lord.

35 And whosoever repented of
their sins and did “confess them,

| them he did number among the

people of the church;

36 And those that would not con-
fess their sins and repent of their in-
iquity, the same were not numbered

{{ among the people of the church,

and their names were “blotted out.

37 And it came to pass that Alma
did regulate all the affairs of the
church; and they began again to
have peace and to prosper exceed-
ingly in the affairs of the church,
walking circumspectly before God,
receiving many, and baptizing many.

38 And now all these things did
Alma and his “fellow laborers do
who were over the church, *walking

| in all diligence, teaching the word

of God in all things, suffering all
manner of afflictions, being per-
secuted by all those who did not
belong to the church of God.

39 And they did admonish their
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32 Now I say unto you, Go; and
whosoever will *not repent of his
sins the same shall not be numbered
among my people; and this shall be
observed from this time forward.

33 And it came to pass when Alma
had heard these words he “wrote
them down that he might have
them, and that he might judge the
people of that church according to
the commandments of God.

34 And it came to pass that Alma
went and judged those that had
been taken in iniquity, according
to the *word of the Lord.

35 And whosoever repented of
their sins and did “confess them,
them he did number among the
people of the church;

36 And those that would not con-
fess their sins and repent of their in-
iquity, the same were not numbered
among the people of the church,
and their names were “blotted out.

37 And it came to pass that Alma
did regulate all the affairs of the
church; and they began again to
have peace and to prosper exceed-
ingly in the affairs of the church,
walking circumspectly before God,
receiving many, and baptizing many.

38 And now all these things did
Alma and his “fellow laborers do
who were over the church, *walking
in all diligence, teaching the word
of God in all things, suffering all
manner of afflictions, being per-
secuted by all those who did not
belong to the church of God.

39 And they did admonish their
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Mosiah Forbids Persecution

brethren; and they were also “ad-
monished, every one by the word
of God, according to his sins, or to
the sins which he had committed,
being commanded of God to Ppray
without ceasing, and to give ‘thanks
in all things.

CHAPTER 27

Mosiah forbids persecution and enjoins
equality—Alma the younger and the
four sons of Mosiah seek to destroy
the Church—An angel appears and
commands them to cease their evil
course—Alma is struck dumb—All
mankind must be born dgain to gain
salvation—Alma and the sons of
Mosiah declare glad tidings. About
100-92 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that the
persecutions which were inflicted
on the church by the unbelievers
became so great that the church
began to murmur, and complain
to their leaders concerning the
matter; and they did complain to
Alma. And Alma laid the case be-
fore their king, Mosiah. And Mosiah
“consulted with his priests.

2 And it came to pass that king
Mosiah sent a proclamation through-
out the land round about that there
should not any unbeliever “perse-
cute any of those who belonged to
the church of God.

3 And there was a strict command
throughout all the churches that
there should be no ¢persecutions
among them, that there should be
an bequality among all men;

4 That they should let no pride nor
haughtiness disturb their “peace;
that every man should esteem his

‘neighbor as himself, ‘laboring with
their own hands for their support.

5 Yea, and all their priests and
teachers ?should ?labor with their
own hands for their support, in
all cases save it were in sickness,
or in much want; and doing these
things, they did abound in the ‘grace
of God.

6 And there began to be much
peace again in the land; and the
people began to be very numerous,
and began to scatter abroad upon the
face of the earth, vea, on the north
and on the south, on the east and on
the west, building large cities and
villages in all quarters of the land.

7 And the Lord did 4visit them and
bprosper them, and they became a
large and wealthy people.

8 Now the sons of Mosiah were
numbered among the “unbelievers;
and also one of the sons of Alma was
numbered among them, he being
called Alma, after his father; never-
theless, he became a very wicked
and an ®*idolatrous man. And he
was a man of many words, and did
speak much “flattery to the people;
therefore he “led many of the peo-
ple to do after the manner of his
‘Iniquities,

9 And he became a great hinder-
ment to the prosperity of the church
of God; %stealing away the hearts of
the people; causing much dissension
among the people; giving a chance
for the enemy of God to exercise
his *power over them.

10 And now it came to pass that
while he was going about to *destroy
the church of God, for he did go
about secretly with the sons of Mo-
siah seeking to destroy the church,

o o | -
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“Church discipline encourages members to keep
the commandments of God. Its mere existence ...
stresses the seriousness and clarifies the meaning
of the commandments of God. This is extremely
Important in an otherwise permissive society. ...

“The shepherd has a responsibility to protect the
flock. ... That responsibility may require him to deny
[the sinner] the fellowship of the Saints or even to
sever his membership in the flock. As Jesus taught:
‘If he repent not he shall not be nhumbered among
my people, that he may not destroy my people, for
behold | know my sheep, and they are numbered.’ (3
Ne. 18:31; see also Mosiah 26:34-36.)”

(Dallin H. Oaks, “The Lord’s Way” [1991], 216, 227).
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32 Now I say unto you, Go; and
whosoever will *not repent of his
sins the same shall not be numbered
among my people; and this shall be
observed from this time forward.

33 And it came to pass when Alma
had heard these words he “wrote
them down that he might have
them, and that he might judge the
people of that church according to
the commandments of God.

34 And it came to pass that Alma
went and judged those that had
been taken in iniquity, according
to the *word of the Lord.

35 And whosoever repented of
their sins and did “confess them,
them he did number among the
people of the church;

36 And those that would not con-
fess their sins and repent of their in-
iquity, the same were not numbered
among the people of the church,
and their names were “blotted out.

37 And it came to pass that Alma
did regulate all the affairs of the
church; and they began again to
have peace and to prosper exceed-
ingly in the affairs of the church,
walking circumspectly before God,
receiving many, and baptizing many.

38 And now all these things did
Alma and his “fellow laborers do
who were over the church, *walking
in all diligence, teaching the word
of God in all things, suffering all
manner of afflictions, being per-
secuted by all those who did not
belong to the church of God.

39 And they did admonish their
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brethren; and they were also “ad-
monished, every one by the word
of God, according to his sins, or to
the sins which he had committed,
being commanded of God to Ppray
without ceasing, and to give ‘thanks
in all things.

CHAPTER 27

Mosiah forbids persecution and enjoins
equality—Alma the younger and the
four sons of Mosiah seek to destroy
the Church—An angel appears and
commands them to cease their evil
course—Alma is struck dumb—All
mankind must be born dgain to gain
salvation—Alma and the sons of
Mosiah declare glad tidings. About
100-92 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that the
persecutions which were inflicted
on the church by the unbelievers
became so great that the church
began to murmur, and complain
to their leaders concerning the
matter; and they did complain to
Alma. And Alma laid the case be-
fore their king, Mosiah. And Mosiah
“consulted with his priests.

2 And it came to pass that king
Mosiah sent a proclamation through-
out the land round about that there
should not any unbeliever “perse-
cute any of those who belonged to
the church of God.

3 And there was a strict command
throughout all the churches that
there should be no ¢persecutions
among them, that there should be
an bequality among all men;

4 That they should let no pride nor
haughtiness disturb their “peace;
that every man should esteem his

‘neighbor as himself, ‘laboring with
their own hands for their support.

5 Yea, and all their priests and
teachers ?should ?labor with their
own hands for their support, in
all cases save it were in sickness,
or in much want; and doing these
things, they did abound in the ‘grace
of God.

6 And there began to be much
peace again in the land; and the
people began to be very numerous,
and began to scatter abroad upon the
face of the earth, vea, on the north
and on the south, on the east and on
the west, building large cities and
villages in all quarters of the land.

7 And the Lord did 4visit them and
bprosper them, and they became a
large and wealthy people.

8 Now the sons of Mosiah were
numbered among the “unbelievers;
and also one of the sons of Alma was
numbered among them, he being
called Alma, after his father; never-
theless, he became a very wicked
and an ®*idolatrous man. And he
was a man of many words, and did
speak much “flattery to the people;
therefore he “led many of the peo-
ple to do after the manner of his
‘Iniquities,

9 And he became a great hinder-
ment to the prosperity of the church
of God; %stealing away the hearts of
the people; causing much dissension
among the people; giving a chance
for the enemy of God to exercise
his *power over them.

10 And now it came to pass that
while he was going about to *destroy
the church of God, for he did go
about secretly with the sons of Mo-
siah seeking to destroy the church,
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‘neighbor as himself, “‘laboring with

their own hands for their support.

5 Yea, and all their priests and
teachers ?should ’labor with their
own hands for their support, in
all cases save it were in sickness,
or in much want; and doing these
things, they did abound in the ‘grace
of God.

6 And there began to be much
peace again in the land; and the
people began to be very numerous,
and began to scatter abroad upon the
face of the earth, vea, on the north
and on the south, on the east and on
the west, building large cities and
villages in all quarters of the land.

7 And the Lord did 4visit them and
éprosper them, and they became a
large and wealthy people.

8 Now the sons of Mosiah were
numbered among the “unbelievers;
and also one of the sons of Alma was
numbered among them, he being
called Alma, after his father; never-
theless, he became a very wicked
and an Yidolatrous man. And he
was a man of many words, and did
speak much “flattery to the people;
therefore he “led many of the peo-
ple to do after the manner of his
‘Iniquities.

9 And he became a great hinder-
ment to the prosperity of the church
of God; ?stealing away the hearts of
the people; causing much dissension
among the people; giving a chance
for the enemy of God to exercise
his *power over them.

10 And now it came to pass that
while he was going about to *destroy
the church of God, for he did go
about secretly with the sons of Mo-
siah seeking to destroy the church,

Alma Il and the Sons of Mosiah Are Rebuked by an Angel

and to lead astray the people of the
Lord, contrary to the command-
ments of God, or even the king—
11 And as I said unto vou, as they
were going about *rebelling against
God, behold, the *angel of the Lord

‘appeared unto them; and he de-

scended as it were in a “cloud; and
he spake as it were with a voice of
thunder, which caused the earth to
shake upon which they stood;

12 And so great was their aston-
ishment, that they fell to the earth,
and understood not the words which
he spake unto them.

13 Nevertheless he cried again, say-
ing: Alma, arise and stand forth, for
why persecutest thou the church of
God? For the Lord hath said: “This
is my church, and I will establish
it; and nothing shall *overthrow
it, save it is the transgression of
my people.

14 And again, the angel said:
Behold, the Lord hath “heard the
prayers of his people, and also
the Pprayers of his servant, Alma,
who is thy father; for he has “prayed
with much faith concerning thee
that thou mightest be brought to
the ‘knowledge of the truth; there-
fore, for this purpose have I come
to cconvince thee of the power and
authority of God, that the ‘prayers
of his servants might be answered
according to their faith.

15 And now behold, can ve dis-
pute the power of God? For be-
hold, doth not my voice shake the
earth? And can ve not also “be-
hold me before you? And I am sent
from God.

16 Now I say unto thee: Go, and

remember the captivity of thy
fathers in the land of “Helam, and
in the land of Nephi; and remember
how great things he has done for
them; for they were in *bondage,
and he has “delivered them. And
now 1 say unto thee, Alma, go thy
way, and seek to destroy the church
no more, that their prayvers may be
answered, and this even if thou wilt
of ‘thyself be ¢cast off.

17 And now it came to pass that
these were the last words which
the angel spake unto Alma, and
he departed.

18 And now Alma and those that
were with him fell again to the
earth, for great was their aston-
ishment; for with their own eves
they had beheld an “angel of the
Lord; and his voice was as thunder,
which °shook the earth; and they
knew that there was nothing save
the power of God that could shake
the earth and cause it to tremble
as though it would part asunder.

19 And now the astonishment of
Alma was so great that he became
dumb, that he could not open his
mouth; vea, and he became weak,
even that he could not move his
hands; therefore he was taken by
those that were with him, and car-
ried helpless, even until he was laid
before his father.

20 And they rehearsed unto his
father all that had happened unto
them; and his father rejoiced,
he knew th B

ZT Kna he caused that a multitude

should be gathered together that
they might witness what the Lord
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Prayers for the Recovery of Alma i

had done for his son, and also for
those that were with him.

22 And he caused that the priests
should assemble themselves to-
gether; and they began to fast,
and to pray to the Lord their God
that he would open the mouth of
Alma, that he might speak, and also
that his limbs might receive their
strength—that the eyes of the people
might be opened to see and know
of the goodness and glory of God.

23 And it came to pass after they
had fasted and praved for the
space of “two days and two nights,
the limbs of Alma received their
strength, and he stood up and be-
can to speak unto them, bidding
them to be of good comfort:

24 For, said he, [ have repented of
my sins, and have been “redeemed
of the Lord; behold I am born of
the Spirit.

25 And the Lord said unto me: Mar-
vel not that all mankind, yvea, men
and women, all nations, Kindreds,
tongues and people, must be “born
again; yea, *born of God, ‘changed
from their carnal and 4fallen state,
to a state of righteousness, being re-
deemed of God, becoming his ‘sons
and daughters;

26 And thus they become new
creatures; and unless they do this,
they can in “nowise inherit the
kingdom of God.

27 1 say unto vou, unless this be
the case, they must be cast off; and
this I know, because 1 was like to
be cast off.

28 Nevertheless, after “wading
through much ’tribulation, repent-
ing nigh unto death, the Lord in
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“Perhaps no anguish of the human spirit matches the
anguish of a mother or father who fears for the soul of
a child. ... [But] parents can never give up hoping or
caring or believing. Surely they can never give up
praying. At times prayer may be the only course of

action remaining—but it iIs the most powerful of them
all”

(Jeffrey R. Holland, “Alma, Son of Alma,” Ensign, Mar. 1977, 80-81).
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‘neighbor as himself, “‘laboring with

their own hands for their support.

5 Yea, and all their priests and
teachers ?should ’labor with their
own hands for their support, in
all cases save it were in sickness,
or in much want; and doing these
things, they did abound in the ‘grace
of God.

6 And there began to be much
peace again in the land; and the
people began to be very numerous,
and began to scatter abroad upon the
face of the earth, vea, on the north
and on the south, on the east and on
the west, building large cities and
villages in all quarters of the land.

7 And the Lord did 4visit them and
bprosper them, and they became a
large and wealthy people.

8 Now the sons of Mosiah were
numbered among the “unbelievers;
and also one of the sons of Alma was
numbered among them, he being
called Alma, after his father; never-
theless, he became a very wicked
and an *idolatrous man. And he
was a man of many words, and did
speak much ¢flattery to the people;
therefore he “led many of the peo-
ple to do after the manner of his
‘Iniquities.

9 And he became a great hinder-
ment to the prosperity of the church
of God; %stealing away the hearts of
the people; causing much dissension
among the people; giving a chance
for the enemy of God to exercise
his *power over them.

10 And now it came to pass that
while he was going about to *destroy
the church of God, for he did go
about secretly with the sons of Mo-
siah seeking to destroy the church,

|

Alma Il and the Sons of Mosiah Are Rebuked by an Angel

and to lead astray the people of the
Lord, contrary to the command-
ments of God, or even the king—
11 And as I said unto you, as they
were going about *rebelling against
God, behold, the *angel of the Lord

‘appeared unto them; and he de-

scended as it were in a ‘cloud; and
he spake as it were with a voice of
thunder, which caused the earth to
shake upon which they stood;

12 And so great was their aston-
ishment, that they fell to the earth,
and understood not the words which
he spake unto them.

13 Nevertheless he cried again, say-
ing: Alma, arise and stand forth, for
why persecutest thou the church of
God? For the Lord hath said: “This
is my church, and I will establish
it; and nothing shall *overthrow
it, save it is the transgression of
my people.

14 And again, the angel said:
Behold, the Lord hath “heard the
prayers of his people, and also
the Pprayers of his servant, Alma,
who is thy father; for he has “prayed
with much faith concerning thee
that thou mightest be brought to
the ‘knowledge of the truth; there-
fore, for this purpose have I come
to cconvince thee of the power and
authority of God, that the ‘prayers
of his servants might be answered
according to their faith.

15 And now behold, can ve dis-
pute the power of God? For be-
hold, doth not my voice shake the
earth? And can ve not also “be-
hold me before you? And I am sent
from God.

16 Now I say unto thee: Go, and

remember the captivity of thy
fathers in the land of “Helam, and
in the land of Nephi; and remember
how great things he has done for
them; for they were in *bondage,
and he has °delivered them. And
now I say unto thee, Alma, go thy
way, and seek to destroy the church
no more, that their pravers may be
answered, and this even if thou wilt
of 4thyself be ¢cast off.

17 And now it came to pass that
these were the last words which
the angel spake unto Alma, and
he departed.

18 And now Alma and those that
were with him fell again to the
earth, for great was their aston-
ishment; for with their own eves
they had beheld an “angel of the
Lord; and his voice was as thunder,
which %shook the earth; and they
knew that there was nothing save
the power of God that could shake
the earth and cause it to tremble
as though it would part asunder.

19 And now the astonishment of
Alma was so great that he became
“dumb, that he could not open his
mouth; vea, and he became weak,
even that he could not move his
hands; therefore he was taken by
those that were with him, and car-
ried helpless, even until he was laid
before his father.

20 And they rehearsed unto his
father all that had happened unto
them; and hlb f’]ther ou,ed for

ZT K d he caused that a multitude
should be gathered together that
they might witness what the Lord
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Prayers for the Recovery of Alma Il

had done for his son, and also for
those that were with him.

22 And he caused that the priests
should assemble themselves to-
gether; and the ,, to_fast
and to raytot ‘e "'.‘ heir God

G R
Alma, that he might speak and also
that his limbs might receive their
strength—that the eyes of the people
might be opened to see and know
of the goodness and glory of God.

23 And it came to pass after they
had fasted and praved for the
space of *two days and two nights,
the limbs of Alma received their
strength, and he stood up and be-
gan to speak unto them, bidding
them to be of good comfort:

24 For, said he, I have repented of
my sins, and have been “redeemed
of the Lord; behold I am born of
the Spirit.

25 And the Lord said unto me: Mar-
vel not that all mankind, yvea, men
and women, all nations, Kindreds,
tongues and people, must be “born
again; yea, ’born of God, ‘changed
from their carnal and 4fallen state,
to a state of righteousness, being re-
deemed of God, becoming his ¢sons
and daughters;

26 And thus they become new
creatures; and unless they do this,
they can in “nowise inherit the
kingdom of God.

27 1 say unto vou, unless this be
the case, they must be cast off; and
this I know, because 1 was like to
be cast off.

28 Nevertheless, after “wading
through much ?tribulation, repent-
ing nigh unto death, the Lord in

22 Alma 3410
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“| have been asked the question, ‘Isn’t it depressing to have to review
the sins and transgressions of people involved in such difficulties?’ It
would be if | were looking for sins and transgressions. But | am
working with people who are repenting. These are sons and daughters
of God who have made mistakes—some of them very serious. But
they are not sinners. They were sinners in the past but have learned
through bitter experience the heartbreak that results from
disobedience to God’s laws. Now they are no longer sinners. They are
God’s repentant children who want to come back to Him and are
striving to do so. They have made their mistakes and have paid for
them. Now they seek understanding, love, and acceptance”

(Elder Theodore M. Burton in Conference Report, Oct. 1985, 80-81; or Ensign, Nov.
1985, 64).



had done for his son, and also for
those that were with him.

22 And he caused that the priests
should assemble themselves to-
gether; and they began to fast,
and to pray to the Lord their God
that he would open the mouth of
Alma, that he might speak, and also
that his limbs might receive their
strength—that the eyes of the people
might be opened to see and know
of the goodness and glory of God.

23 And it came to pass after they
had fasted and praved for the
space of *two days and two nights,
the limbs of Alma received their
strength, and he stood up and be-
gan to speak unto them, bidding
them to be of good comfort:

24 For, said he, I have repented of
my sins, and have been “redeemed
of the Lord; behold I am born of
the Spirit.

25 And the Lord said unto me: Mar-
vel not that all mankind, vea, men
and women, all nations, kindreds,
tongues and people, must be “born
again; yea, ’born of God, c<changed
from their carnal and 4fallen state,
to a state of righteousness, being re-
deemed of God, becoming his °sons
and daughters;

26 And thus they become new
creatures; and unless they do this,
they can in “nowise inherit the
kingdom of God.

27 1 say unto vou, unless this be
the case, they must be cast off; and
this I know, because 1 was like to
be cast off.

28 Nevertheless, after “wading
through much ?tribulation, repent-
ing nigh unto death, the Lord in

mercy hath seen fit to snatch me
out of an ‘everlasting burning, and
1 am born of God.

29 My soul hath been “redeemed
from the gall of bitterness and
bbonds of iniquity, I was in the
darkest abyss; but now I behold
the marvelous light of God. My soul
was ‘racked with eternal torment;
but I am snatched, and my soul is
dpained no more.

301 rejected my Redeemer, and
denied that which had been spoken
of by our fathers; but now that they
may foresee that he will come, and
that he remembereth every crea-
ture of his creating, he will make
himself manifest unto “all.

31 Yea, *every knee shall bow, and
every tongue confess before him.
Yea, even at the last day, when all
men shall stand to be ?judged of
him, then shall they confess that
he is °God; then shall they confess,
who live ‘without God in the world,
that the judgment of an everlast-
ing punishment is just upon them;
and they shall quake, and tremble,
and shrink beneath the glance of
his call-searching eye.

32 And now it came to pass that
Alma began from this time forward
to teach the people, and those who
were with Alma at the time the
angel appeared unto them, trav-
eling round about through all the
land, publishing to all the people
the things which they had heard
and seen, and preaching the word
of God in much tribulation, being
greatly persecuted by those who
were unbelievers, being smitten by
many of them.
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Alma Il and the Sons of Mosiah

Strengthen the Church

33 But notwithstanding all this,
they did impart much consolation
to the church, confirming their
faith, and exhorting them with long-
suffering and much travail to keep
the commandments of God.

34 And four of them were the ?sons
of Mosiah; and their names were
Ammon, and Aaron, and Omner,
and Himni; these were the names
of the sons of Mosiah.

35 And they traveled through-
out all the land of Zarahemla, and
among all the “people who were
under the reign of King Mosiah,
bzealously striving to repair all the
injuries which they had done to the
church, cconfessing all their sins,
and publishing all the things which
they had seen, and explaining the
prophecies and the scriptures to all
who desired to hear them.

36 And thus they were instru-
ments in the hands of God in bring-
ing many to the knowledge of the
truth, vea, to the knowledge of their
Redeemer.

37 And how blessed are they! For
they did 4publish ?peace; they did
publish good tidings of good; and
they did declare unto the people
that the Lord reigneth.

CHAPTER 28

The sons of Mosiah go to preach to the
Lamanites—Using the two seer stones,
Mosiah translates the Jaredite plates.
About 92 B.C.

NOw it came to pass that after the
“sons of Mosiah had done all these
things, they took a small number
with them and returned to their
father, the king, and desired of
him that he would grant unto them

that they might, with these whon
they had bselected, go up to the lanc
of *‘Nephi that they might preacl
the things which they had heard
and that they might impart th
word of God to their brethren, th:
Lamanites—

2 “That perhaps they might brin;
them to the knowledge of the Lor«
their God, and convince them of th
iniquity of their fathers; and tha
perhaps they might cure them o
their *hatred towards the Nephites
that they might also be brought t
rejoice in the Lord their God, tha
they might become friendly te
one another, and that there shouls
be no more contentions in all th
land which the Lord their God hac
given them.

3 Now they were desirous that sal
vation should be declared to ever
creature, for they could not *bea
that any human °®soul should “per
ish; yea, even the very thoughts tha
any soul should endure “endles
torment did cause them to quak
and ‘tremble.

4 And thus did the Spirit of th
Lord work upon them, for they wer
the very “vilest of sinners. And th
Lord saw fit in his infinite ®merc
to spare them; nevertheless the
suffered much anguish of soul be
cause of their iniquities, sufferin;
much and fearing that they shoulc
be cast off forever.

5 And it came to pass that the
did plead with their father mamn
days that they might go up to th
land of Nephi.

6 And king Mosiah went and “in
quired of the Lord if he should le
his sons go up among the Laman
ites to preach the word.




“We must be careful, as we seek to become more and
more godlike, that we do not become discouraged
and lose hope. Becoming Christlike is a lifetime
pursuit and very often involves growth and change
that is slow, almost imperceptible. The scriptures
record remarkable accounts of men whose lives
changed dramatically, in an instant, as it were: Alma
the Younger, Paul on the road to Damascus, Enos
praying far into the night, King Lamoni. Such
astonishing examples of the power to change even
those steeped in sin give confidence that the
Atonement can reach even those deepest Iin despairr.

“But we must be cautious as we discuss these
remarkable examples. Though they are real and
powerful, they are the exception more than the rule.
For every Paul, for every Enos, and for every King
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Atonement can reach even those deepest In despair.

“But we must be cautious as we discuss these
remarkable examples. Though they are real and
powerful, they are the exception more than the rule.
For every Paul, for every Enos, and for every King
Lamoni, there are hundreds and thousands of people
who find the process of repentance much more
subtle, much more imperceptible. Day by day they
move closer to the Lord, little realizing they are
building a godlike life. They live quiet lives of
goodness, service, and commitment. They are like the
Lamanites, who the Lord said ‘were baptized with fire
and with the Holy Ghost, and they knew it not.’ (3 Ne.
9:20; italics added.)”

(President Ezra Taft Benson, “A Mighty Change of Heart,” Ensign,
Oct. 1989, 5).



“We learn that repentance is a very painful process. By his
own admission Alma said he wandered ‘through much
tribulation, repenting nigh unto death,” that he was
consumed with an ‘everlasting burning. ... | was iIn the
darkest abyss,’ he said. ‘My soul was racked with eternal
torment’ (Mosiah 27:28-29). ...

“For three seemingly endless days and nights he was torn
‘with the pains of a damned soul’ (Alma 36:16), pain so real
that he was physically incapacitated and spiritually
terrorized by what appeared to be his ultimate fate. No one
should think that the gift of forgiveness is fully realized
without significant effort on the part of the forgiven. No one
should be foolish enough to sin willingly or wantonly,
thinking forgiveness is easily available.

“Repentance of necessity involves suffering and sorrow.
Anyone who thinks otherwise has not read the life of the



“Repentance of necessity involves suffering and sorrow.
Anyone who thinks otherwise has not read the life of the
youndg Alma, nor tried personally to repent. In the process of
repentance we are granted just a taste of the suffering we
would endure If we failed to turn away from evil. That pain,
though only momentary for the repentant, is the most bitter
of cups. No man or woman should be foolish enough to
think 1t can be sipped, even briefly, without consequence. ...

“We learn that when repentance is complete, we are born
again and leave behind forever the self we once were. To
me, none of the many approaches to teaching repentance
falls more short than the well-intentioned suggestion that
‘although a nail may be removed from a wooden post, there
will forever be a hole In that post.” We know that repentance
(the removal of that nalil, if you will) can be a very long and
painful and difficult task. Unfortunately, some will never have
the incentive to undertake it. We even know that there are a
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“We learn that when repentance iIs complete, we are born
again and leave behind forever the self we once were. To
me, none of the many approaches to teaching repentance
falls more short than the well-intentioned suggestion that
‘although a nail may be removed from a wooden post, there
will forever be a hole In that post.” We know that repentance
(the removal of that nalil, if you will) can be a very long and
painful and difficult task. Unfortunately, some will never have
the incentive to undertake it. We even know that there are a
very few sins for which no repentance is possible. But where
repentance Is possible, and its requirements are faithfully
pursued and completed, there is no ‘hole left in the post’ for
the bold reason that it is no longer the same post. It is a new
post. We can start again, utterly clean, with a new will and a
new way of life”

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “However Long and Hard the Road” [1985], 83—
84).



had done for his son, and also for
those that were with him.

22 And he caused that the priests
should assemble themselves to-
gether; and they began to fast,
and to pray to the Lord their God
that he would open the mouth of
Alma, that he might speak, and also
that his limbs might receive their
strength—that the eyes of the people
might be opened to see and know
of the goodness and glory of God.

23 And it came to pass after they
had fasted and praved for the
space of *two days and two nights,
the limbs of Alma received their
strength, and he stood up and be-
gan to speak unto them, bidding
them to be of good comfort:

24 For, said he, I have repented of
my sins, and have been “redeemed
of the Lord; behold I am born of
the Spirit.

25 And the Lord said unto me: Mar-
vel not that all mankind, vea, men
and women, all nations, kindreds,
tongues and people, must be “born
again; yea, ’born of God, c<changed
from their carnal and 4fallen state,
to a state of righteousness, being re-
deemed of God, becoming his °sons
and daughters;

26 And thus they become new
creatures; and unless they do this,
they can in “nowise inherit the
kingdom of God.

27 1 say unto vou, unless this be
the case, they must be cast off; and
this I know, because 1 was like to
be cast off.

28 Nevertheless, after “wading
through much ?tribulation, repent-
ing nigh unto death, the Lord in

mercy hath seen fit to snatch me
out of an ‘everlasting burning, and
1 am born of God.

29 My soul hath been “redeemed
from the gall of bitterness and
bbonds of iniquity, I was in the
darkest abyss; but now I behold
the marvelous light of God. My soul
was ‘racked with eternal torment;
but I am snatched, and my soul is
dpained no more.

301 rejected my Redeemer, and
denied that which had been spoken
of by our fathers; but now that they
may foresee that he will come, and
that he remembereth every crea-
ture of his creating, he will make
himself manifest unto “all.

31 Yea, *every knee shall bow, and
every tongue confess before him.
Yea, even at the last day, when all
men shall stand to be ?judged of
him, then shall they confess that
he is °God; then shall they confess,
who live ‘without God in the world,
that the judgment of an everlast-
ing punishment is just upon them;
and they shall quake, and tremble,
and shrink beneath the glance of
his call-searching eye.

32 And now it came to pass that
Alma began from this time forward
to teach the people, and those who
were with Alma at the time the
angel appeared unto them, trav-
eling round about through all the
land, publishing to all the people
the things which they had heard
and seen, and preaching the word
of God in much tribulation, being
greatly persecuted by those who
were unbelievers, being smitten by
many of them.
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Strengthen the Church

33 But notwithstanding all this,
they did impart much consolation
to the church, confirming their
faith, and exhorting them with long-
suffering and much travail to keep
the commandments of God.

34 And four of them were the ?sons
of Mosiah; and their names were
Ammon, and Aaron, and Omner,
and Himni; these were the names
of the sons of Mosiah.

35 And they traveled through-
out all the land of Zarahemla, and
among all the “people who were
under the reign of King Mosiah,
bzealously striving to repair all the
injuries which they had done to the
church, cconfessing all their sins,
and publishing all the things which
they had seen, and explaining the
prophecies and the scriptures to all
who desired to hear them.

36 And thus they were instru-
ments in the hands of God in bring-
ing many to the knowledge of the
truth, vea, to the knowledge of their
Redeemer.

37 And how blessed are they! For
they did 4publish ?peace; they did
publish good tidings of good; and
they did declare unto the people
that the Lord reigneth.

CHAPTER 28

The sons of Mosiah go to preach to the
Lamanites—Using the two seer stones,
Mosiah translates the Jaredite plates.
About 92 B.C.

NOw it came to pass that after the
“sons of Mosiah had done all these
things, they took a small number
with them and returned to their
father, the king, and desired of
him that he would grant unto them

that they might, with these whon
they had bselected, go up to the lanc
of *‘Nephi that they might preacl
the things which they had heard
and that they might impart th
word of God to their brethren, th:
Lamanites—

2 “That perhaps they might brin;
them to the knowledge of the Lor«
their God, and convince them of th
iniquity of their fathers; and tha
perhaps they might cure them o
their *hatred towards the Nephites
that they might also be brought t
rejoice in the Lord their God, tha
they might become friendly te
one another, and that there shouls
be no more contentions in all th
land which the Lord their God hac
given them.

3 Now they were desirous that sal
vation should be declared to ever
creature, for they could not *bea
that any human °®soul should “per
ish; yea, even the very thoughts tha
any soul should endure “endles
torment did cause them to quak
and ‘tremble.

4 And thus did the Spirit of th
Lord work upon them, for they wer
the very “vilest of sinners. And th
Lord saw fit in his infinite ®merc
to spare them; nevertheless the
suffered much anguish of soul be
cause of their iniquities, sufferin;
much and fearing that they shoulc
be cast off forever.

5 And it came to pass that the
did plead with their father mamn
days that they might go up to th
land of Nephi.

6 And king Mosiah went and “in
quired of the Lord if he should le
his sons go up among the Laman
ites to preach the word.




“After conversion comes the desire to share—not so
much out of a sense of duty, even though that
responsibility falls on the priesthood, but out of a
sincere love and appreciation for that which has been
received. When such a ‘pearl of great price’ comes
Into our lives, we cannot be content just to admire 1t
by ourselves. It must be shared!”

(Elder L. Tom Perry in Conference Report, Apr. 1984, 106; or
Ensign, May 1984, 79).



33 But notwithstanding all this,
they did impart much consolation
to the church, confirming their
faith, and exhorting them with long-
suffering and much travail to keep
the commandments of God.

34 And four of them were the ®sons
of Mosiah; and their names were
Ammon, and Aaron, and Omner,
and Himni; these were the names
of the sons of Mosiah,

35 And they traveled through-
out all the land of Zarahemla, and
among all the ¢people who were
under the reign of king Mosiah,
bzealously striving to repair all the
injuries which they had done to the
church, cconfessing all their sins,
and publishing all the things which

they had seen, and explaining the

who desired to hear them.

36 And thus they were instru-
ments in the hands of God in bring-
ing many to the knowledge of the
truth, yea, to the knowledge of thelr
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; publish good tidings of good; and |
' they did declare unto the people |
| thatthe Lord reigneth. |

CHAPTER 28

The sons of Mosiah go to preach to the
Lamanites—Using the two seer stones,
Mosiah translates the Jaredite plates.
About 92 B.C.

NOw it came to pass that after the
asons of Mosiah had done all these
things, they took a small number
with them and returned to their
father, the king, and desired of
him that he would grant unto them
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that they might, with these whom
they had bselected, go up to the land
of °Nephi that they might preach
the things which they had heard,
and that they might impart the
word of God to their brethren, the
Lamanites—

2 “That perhaps they might bring
them to the knowledge of the Lord
their God, and convince them of the
iniquity of their fathers; and that
perhaps they might cure them of
the1r *hatred towards the Nephites

rejou:e in the Lord their God, that
they might become frlendly to
one another, and that there should
be no more contentions in all the

land which the Lord their God had

"3 Now they were desirous that sal- ]
vation should be declared to every §
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Lord work upon them, for they were
the very “vilest of sinners. And the
Lord saw fit in his infinite ®mercy
to spare them; nevertheless they
suffered much anguish of soul be-
cause of their iniquities, suffering
much and fearing that they should
be cast off forever.

5 And it came to pass that they
did plead with their father many
days that they might go up to the
land of Nephi,

6 And king Mosiah went and “in-
quired of the Lord if he should let
his sons go up among the Laman-
ites to preach the word.

s of Mosiah Desire to Preach to the Lamanites

The §

7 And the Lord said unto Mosiah:
Let them go up, for many shall
believe on their words, and they
shall have eternal life; and I will
¢deliver thy sons out of the hands
of the Lamanites.

8 And it came to pass that Mosiah
granted that they might go and do
according to their request.

9 And they °took their journey into
the wilderness to go up to preach
the word among the Lamanites;
and I shall give an Yaccount of their
proceedings hereafter.

10 Now Kking Mosiah had no one to
confer the kingdom upon, for there
was not any of his sons who *would
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15 And they have been kept and
preserved by the hand of the Lord,
that he should discover to every
creature who should possess the
land the iniquities and abomina-
tions of his people;

16 And whosoever has these things
is called %seer, after the manner of
old times.

17 Now after Moslah had finished
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the time the Lord ¢confounded the
language of the people and they
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Alma 26:23-25 (Ammon is speaking)
Now do ye remember, my brethren, that we said unto our
brethren in the land of Zarahemla, we go up to the land of Nephi,
to preach unto our brethren, the Lamanites, and they laughed us
to scorn? For they said unto us: Do ye suppose that ye can bring
the Lamanites to the knowledge of the truth? Do ye suppose that
yve can convince the Lamanites of the incorrectness of
the traditions of their fathers, as stiffnecked a people as they
are; whose hearts delight in the shedding of blood; whose days
have been spent in the grossest iniquity; whose ways have been
the ways of a transgressor from the beginning? Now my
brethren, ye remember that this was their language. And
moreover they did say: Let us take up arms against them, that

we destroy them and their iniquity out of the land,

overrun us and destroy us.
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7 And the Lord said unto Mosiah:
Let them go up, for many shall
believe on their words, and they

shall have etemﬂl life; 'md [ will
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10 Now king Mosiah had no one to
confer the kingdom upon, for there
was not any of his sons who *would
accept of the kKingdom.

11 Therefore he took the records
which were engraven on the plates
of 4brass, and also the plates of
®Nephi, and all the things which he
had kept and preserved according
to the commandments of God, after
having translated and caused to be
written the records which were on
the cplates of gold which had been
found by the people of Limhi, which
were delivered to him by the hand
of Limbhi;

12 And this he did because of the
oreat anxiety of his people; for they
were desirous beyond measure to
know concerning those people *who
had been destroyed.

13 And now he translated them
by the means of those two “stones
1ch were fastened into tﬁ e _two

4 Now tl 'se' things were prepared
from the beginning, and were
handed down from generation to
generation, for the purpose of in-
terpreting languages;

15 And they have been kept and
preserved by the hand of the Lord,
that he should discover to every
creature who should possess the
land the iniquities and abomina-
tions of his people;

16 And whosoever has these things
is called %seer, after the manner of
old times.

17 Now after Mosiah had finished
etranslating these frecords, behold,
it gave an account of the people
who were ‘destroyed, from the time
that they were destroyed back to
the building of the 4great tower, at
the time the Lord ¢confounded the
language of the people and they
were scattered abroad upon the
face of all the earth, yea, and even
from that time back until the cre-
ation of Adam.

18 Now this account did cause the
people of Mosiah to mourn exceed-
ingly, vea, they were filled with
sorrow; nevertheless it gave them
much knowledge, in the which they
did rejoice.

19 And this account shall be “writ-
ten hereafter; for behold, it is expe-
dient that all pesple should know
the things which are ‘ i
this account.

20 And now, as I said unto vou;
that after king Mosiah had done
these things, he took the plates of
“brass, and all the things which
he had kept, and *conferred them
upon Alma, who was the son of Alma;
vea, all the records, and also the
‘interpreters, and conferred them
upon him, and commanded him
that he should keep and Ypreserve
them, and also keep a record of the
people, handing them down from

T Altvia 17.26. 10.22 (77_72) | A+ 2.1,
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one generation to another, even as
they had been handed down from
the time that Lehi left Jerusalem.,

CHAPTER 29

Mosiah proposes that judges be chosen
in place of a king—Unrighteous kings
lead their people into sin—Alma the
younger is chosen chief judge by the
voice of the people—He is also the high

priest over the Church—Alma the el-
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written, saying:
5 Behold, O ve my people, or my
brethren for I esteem you as such,
. a¥e cnsider the

“Hereafter” will be

the book of Ether

ingdom doth rightly

belong has dec,llned, and will not
take upon him the kingdom.

7 And now if there should be an-

other appointed in his stead, behold

I fear there would rise “contentions

among you. And who knoweth but
what my son, to whom the king-
dom doth belong, should turn to
be angry and ’draw away a part
of this people after him, which
would cause wars and contentions
among you, which would be the
cause of shedding much blood and
perverting the way of the Lord,
vea, and destroy the souls of many
pe0p1e

LRy - N
,,,,,
.....

affairs of this people, for we will
appoint wise men to be judges, that
will judge this people according to
the commandments of God.

12 Now it is better that a man
should be “judged of God than of
man, for the judgments of God are
always just, but the judgments of
man are not always just.

13 Therefore, “if it were possible
that you could have ?just men to be
your kKings, who would establish the
‘laws of God, and judge this people
according to his commandments,




The Plates of Ether - The Book of Mormon to the Book of Mormon People

©® Tells the story of a people from a biblical time and place

They are led from a wicked city though the wilderness

They are brought across the great sea to a promised land in the
Americas

Tells of their righteousness and wickedness

Introduces the danger of secret combinations

The people become wicked and are destroyed in a massive civil war
The last prophet writes the account on gold plates

Hides them up

Another nation led by God finds them and they are translated by the
gift and power of God



7 And the Lord said unto Mosiah:
Let them go up, for many shall
believe on their words, and they
shall have etern'xl life; 'md [ will

2
.4 nto

.,ﬁqfigch
~amanites;
~ount of their
p1oceed1ngs hereafter.

10 Now King Mosiah had no one to
confer the kingdom upon, for there
was not any of his sons who *would
accept of the kingdom.

11 Therefore he took the records
which were engraven on the plates
of 4brass, and also the plates of
®Nephi, and all the things which he
had kept and preserved according
to the commandments of God, after
having translated and caused to be
written the records which were on
the “plates of gold which had been
found by the people of Limhi, which
were delivered to him by the hand
of Limhi;

12 And this he did because of the
oreat anxiety of his people; for they
were desirous beyond measure to
know concerning those people *who
had been destroyed.

13 And now he translated them
by the means of those two “stones
1ch were fastened into the two

ow these things were prepared
from the beginning, and were
handed down from generation to
generation, for the purpose of in-
terpreting languages;

15 And they have been kept and
preserved by the hand of the Lord,
that he should discover to every
creature who should possess the
land the iniquities and abomina-
tions of his people;

16 And whosoever has these things
is called %seer, after the manner of
old times.

17 Now after Mosiah had finished
etranslating these Precords, behold,
it gave an account of the people
who were ‘destroyed, from the time
that they were destroyed back to
the building of the Ygreat tower, at
the time the Lord ¢confounded the
language of the people and they
were scattered abroad upon the
face of all the earth, yea, and even
from that time back until the cre-
ation of Adam.

18 Now this account did cause the
people of Mosiah to mourn exceed-
ingly, vea, they were filled with
sorrow; nevertheless it gave them
much knowledge, in the which they
did rejoice.

19 And this account shall be “writ-
ten hereafter; for behold, it is expe-
dient that all pesple should know
the things which are i i
this account.

20 And now, as I said unto vous
that after king Mosiah had done
these things, he took the plates of
“brass, and all the things which
he had kept, and *conferred them
upon Alma, who was the son of Alma;
vea, all the records, and also the
‘interpreters, and conferred them
upon him, and commanded him
that he should keep and Ypreserve
them, and also keep a record of the
people, handing them down from
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one generation to another, even as
they had been handed down from
the time that Lehi left Jerusalem.,
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- }u s be chosen
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| the
= high
he el-
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5 Behold, O ye my people, or my |

brethren for I esteem you as such,
ider the

“Hereafter” will be

the book of Ether

rightly
belong has declined, and will not
take upon him the kingdom.

7 And now if there should be an-
other appointed in his stead, behold
I fear there would rise “contentions

among you. And who knoweth but
what my son, to whom the king-
dom doth belong, should turn to
be angry and °draw away a part
of this people after him, which
would cause wars and contentions
among you, which would be the
cause of shedding much blood and
perverting the way of the Lord,
vea, and destroy the souls of many
people.

8 Now I say unto you let us be W1$e

appoint wise men to be judges, that
will judge this people according to
the commandments of God.

12 Now it is better that a man
should be “judged of God than of
man, for the judgments of God are
always just, but the judgments of
man are not always just.

13 Therefore, “if it were possible
that you could have ?just men to be
your kKings, who would establish the
‘laws of God, and judge this people
according to his commandments,
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