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16 And it will come to pass that ye
shall be afflicted with all manner of
2diseases because of your iniquities.

17 Yea, and ve shall be smitten
on every hand, and shall be driven
and scattered to and fro, even as a
wild flock is driven by wild and
ferocious beasts.

18 And in that day ye shall be
hunted, and ye shall be taken by
the hand of your enemies, and then
ve shall suffer, as 1 suffer, the pains
of ®death by fire.

19 Thus God executeth *vengeance
upon those that destroy his people.
O God, ’receive my soul.

20 And now, when “Abinadi had
said these words, he fell, having
suffered death by fire; yea, having
been put to death because he would
not deny the commandments of
God, having sealed the truth of his
words by his bdeath.

CHAPTER 18

Alma preaches in private—He sets forth
the covenant of baptism and baptizes
at the waters of Mormon—He orga-
nizes the Church of Christ and ordains
priests—They support themselves and
teach the people—Alma and his people
flee from King Noah into the wilder-

__ness. About ‘1%71 45 BC.

' AND now, it came to pass that Alma :
. who had fled from the servants of i
¢ king Noah, “repented of his sins and ¢
. iniquities, and went about privately #§
among the people, and began to ¥

teach the words of Abinadi—

- 2 Yea, concerning that which was 3
to come, and also concerning the §
. resurrection of the dead, and the °re- §
. demption of the people, which was §

¥ to be brought to pass through the ~

bMosldh 131019 20,
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{ ascension into heaven.
¢ 3 And as many as would hear his

i come to the knowledge of the king.

as did belleve him did 0 forth to
a“place which was « al_d f mo

"being 1n the ]
and having been infested, by times
or at seasons, by wild bea.sts.

5 Now, there was in Mormon a
fountain of pure water, and Alma
resorted thither, there being near
the water a thicket of small trees,
where he did hide himself in the
daytime from the searches of the
King.

6 And it came to pass that as many
as believed him went thither to
hear his words.

7 And it came to pass after many
days there were a goodly number
gathered together at the place of
Mormon, to hear the words of Alma.
Yea, all were gathered together that
believed on his word, to hear him.
And he did “teach them, and did
preach unto them repentance, and
redemption, and faith on the Lord.

8 And it came to pass that he said
unto them: Behold, here are the wa-
ters of Mormon (for thus were they
called) and now, as ve are 2desirous
to come into the *fold of God, and
to be called his people, and are will-
ing to bear one another’s burdens,
that they may be light;

9 Yea, and are *willing to mourn
with those that Pmourn; vea, and

("power, and sufferings, and cdeath |
¢ of Christ, and his resurrection and |

"' word he did teach. And he taught §
| them privately, that it might not }

Andm'my dldbeheve hlb words B ?

3 Nephi 5:12
And behold,

the people...

fore him that yve have entered into
a ‘covenant with him, that ye will
serve him and keep his command-
ments, that he may pour out his
Spirit more abundantly upon you?

11 And now when the people had
heard these words, they clapped
their hands for joy, and exclaimed:
This is the desire of our hearts.

12 And now it came to pass that
Alma took Helam, he being one of
the first, and went and stood forth
in the water, and cried, saying: O
Lord, pour out thy Spirit upon thy
servant, that he may do this work
with holiness of heart.

13 And when he had said these
words, the *Spirit of the Lord was
upon him, and he said: Helam, 1
baptize thee, having *authority
from the Almighty God, as a tes-
timony that ye have entered into
a ‘covenant to serve him until you
are dead as to the mortal body; and
may the Spirit of the Lord be poured
out upon vou; and may he grant
unto vou eternal life, through the
redemption of Christ, whom he has
prepared from the ¢foundation of
the world.

14 And after Alma had said these
words, both Alma and Helam were

| am called Mormon, being
called after the land of Mormon, the land in
which Alma did establish the church among

Baptisms at the Waters of Mormon

d they arose
he water re-
h the Spirit.
0ok another,
d time into
zed him ac-
y he did not
1 the water,
nner he did
went forth
on; and they
were in number about two hundred
and four souls; vea, and they were
“baptized in the waters of Mormon,
and were filled with the *grace
of God.

17 And they were called the church
of God, or the “church of Christ,
from that time forward. And 1t came
to pass that whosoever was baptized
by the power and authority of God
was added to his church.

18 And it came to pass that Alma,
having “authority from God, ?or-
dained priests; even one priest to
every fifty of their number did he
ordain to preach unto them, and to
‘teach them concerning the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

19 And he commanded them that
“they should °teach nothing save
it were the things which he had
taught, and which had been spoken
by the mouth of the holy prophets.

20 Yea, even he commanded them
that they should *preach nothing
save it were repentance and faith
on the Lord, who had redeemed
his people.

21 And he commanded them that
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16 And it will come to pass that ye
shall be afflicted with all manner of
2diseases because of your inigquities.

17 Yea, and vye shall be smitten
on every hand, and shall be driven
and scattered to and fro, even as a
wild flock is driven by wild and
ferocious beasts.

18 And in that day ve shall be
hunted, and ye shall be taken by
the hand of your enemies, and then
ve shall suffer, as 1 suffer, the pains
of *death by fire.

19 Thus God executeth “vengeance
upon those that destroy his people.
O God, *receive my soul.

20 And now, when “Abinadi had
said these words, he fell, having
suffered death by fire; vea, having
been put to death because he would
not deny the commandments of
God, having sealed the truth of his
words by his ®death.

CHAPTER 18

Alma preaches in private—He sets forth
the covenant of baptism and baptizes
at the waters of Mormon—He orga-
nizes the Church of Christ and ordains
priests—They support themselves and
teach the people—Alma and his people
flee from King Noah into the wilder-
ness. About 147-145B.C.

teach the words of Abinadi—

. 2 Yea, concerning that which was §
' to come, and also concerning the §
i resurrection of the dead, and the “re- §
¢ demption of the people, which was §
¥ to be brought to pass through the ~
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. AND now, it came to pass that Alma ‘
. who had fled from the servants of
¢ king Noah, “repented of his sins and {
. iniquities, and went about privately §
t among the people, and began to §

| power, and sufferings, and ®death

¢ of Christ, and his resurrection and
i ascension into heaven.

3 And as many as would hear his
' word he did teach. And he taught

! them privately, that it might not
: come to the knowledge of the King.

' And many dldbelleve_ his wordsv
g e
as did believe him did go forth to

"o" in the 7]
and having been infested, by times
or at seasons, by wild beasts.

5 Now, there was in Mormon a
fountain of pure water, and Alma

resorted thither, there being near [f
t heard these words, they clapped §

the water a thicket of small trees,
where he did hide himself in the
daytime from the searches of the
King.

6 And it came to pass that as many
as believed him went thither to

{ that they may be light;

[ comfort those that stand in need of |
t comfort, and to stand as “witnesses §

¢ even until death, that ye may be re-
¥ with those of the “first resurrection, |

is words. | that ye may have eternal life—
DASS that as many [¢

7 And it came to pass after many
¢ days there were a goodly number
{ gathered together at the place of |
¢ Mormon, to hear the words of Alma. |
' Yea, all were gathered together that |
' believed on his word, to hear him. |
: And he did °teach them, and did |
: preach unto them repentance, and
y redemption, and faith on the Lord.
- 8 And it came to pass that he said |
t unto them: Behold, here are the wa- |
¢ ters of Mormon (for thus were they |
called) and now, as ye are ?desirous
¢ to come into the *fold of God, and |
' to be called his people, and are will-
t ing to bear one another’s burdens, |
{ the world.
. 9 Yea, and are *willing to mourn |
W1th those that "mourn vea, and .

: of God at all times and in all things, }
. and in all places that ye may be in, §

 deemed of God, and be numbered

: 10 Now I say unto you, if this be i
¢ the desire of your hearts, what have |
you against being “baptized in the §

| fore him that ye have entered into §

i serve him and keep his command-
} ments, that he may pour out his }
! Spirit more abundantly upon you? §
11 And now when the people had ¢

i their hands for joy, and exclaimed: §
¢ This is the desire of our hearts. }
2 And now It came to pass tha
Alma took Helam, he being one of
the first, and went and stood forth
in the water, and cried, saying: O
Lord, pour out thy Spirit upon thy
servant, that he may do this work
with holiness of heart.

13 And when he had said these
words, the *Spirit of the Lord was
upon him, and he said: Helam, 1
baptize thee, having fauthority
from the Almighty God, as a tes-
timony that ye have entered into
a ‘covenant to serve him until you
are dead as to the mortal body; and
may the Spirit of the Lord be poured
out upon you; and may he grant
unto vou eternal life, through the
redemption of Christ, whom he has
prepared from the ¢foundation of

14 And after Alma had said these
words, both Alma and Helam were

' ‘name of the Lord, as a witness be- §

¢ a ‘covenant with him, that ye will |

Baptisms at the Waters of Mormon

“buried in the water; and they arose
and came forth out of the water re-
joicing, being filled with the Spirit.

15 And again, Alma took another,
and went forth a second time 1nto
the water, and baptized him ac-
cording to the first, only he did not
bury “himself again in the water.

16 And after this manner he did
baptize every one that went forth
to the place of Mormon; and they
were in number about two hundred
and four souls; vea, and they were
“baptized in the waters of Mormon,
and were filled with the *grace
of God.

17 And they were called the church
of God, or the “church of Christ,
from that time forward. And it came
to pass that whosoever was baptized
by the power and authority of God
was added to his church.

18 And it came to pass that Alma,
having “authority from God, "or-
dained priests; even one priest to
every fifty of their number did he
ordain to preach unto them, and to
‘teach them concerning the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

19 And he commanded them that
“they should °teach nothing save
it were the things which he had
taught, and which had been spoken
by the mouth of the holy prophets.

20 Yea, even he commanded them
that they should *preach nothing
save it were repentance and faith
on the Lord, who had redeemed
his people.

21 And he commanded them that
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“A covenant Is a contract
and an agreement
between at least two
parties. In the case of
gospel covenants, the
parties are the Lord In
heaven and men on earth.
Men agree to keep the
commandments and the
Lord promises to reward
them accordingly”

(President Joseph Fielding
Smith in Conference Report,
Oct. 1970, 91; or Improvement
Era, Dec. 1970, 26).




By Albin Veselka

“When we covenant in the waters of baptism to ‘stand as withesses of God at all times and
In all things, and In all places,’ we’re not talking solely about fast and testimony meetings. It
may not always be easy, convenient, or politically correct to stand for truth and right, but it
Is always the right thing to do—always”

(Elder M. Russell Ballard in Conference Report, Oct. 1997, 51; or Ensign, Nov. 1997, 37).

LR L

T




“The Holy Ghost gives us the strength and courage to conduct our lives
in the ways of the kingdom of God and is the source of our testimony of
the Father and the Son. ...

“By choosing to be in His kingdom, we separate—not isolate—ourselves
from the world. Our dress will be modest, our thoughts pure, our
language clean. The movies and television we watch, the music we listen
to, the books, magazines, and newspapers we read will be uplifting. We
will choose friends who encourage our eternal goals, and we will treat
others with kindness. We will shun the vices of immorality, gambling,
tobacco, liquor, and illicit drugs. Our Sunday activities will reflect the
commandment of God to remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. We
will follow the example of Jesus Christ in the way we treat others. We will
live to be worthy to enter the house of the Lord”

(Elder Robert D. Hales in Conference Report, Oct. 2000, 6—7; or Ensign, Nov.
2000, 8).
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16 And it will come to pass that ye
shall be afflicted with all manner of
2diseases because of your inigquities.

17 Yea, and vye shall be smitten
on every hand, and shall be driven
and scattered to and fro, even as a
wild flock is driven by wild and
ferocious beasts.

18 And in that day ve shall be
hunted, and ye shall be taken by
the hand of your enemies, and then
ve shall suffer, as 1 suffer, the pains
of *death by fire.

19 Thus God executeth “vengeance
upon those that destroy his people.
O God, *receive my soul.

20 And now, when “Abinadi had
said these words, he fell, having
suffered death by fire; vea, having
been put to death because he would
not deny the commandments of
God, having sealed the truth of his
words by his ®death.

CHAPTER 18

Alma preaches in private—He sets forth
the covenant of baptism and baptizes
at the waters of Mormon—He orga-
nizes the Church of Christ and ordains
priests—They support themselves and
teach the people—Alma and his people
flee from King Noah into the wilder-
ness. About 147-145 B.C.

AND now, it came to pass that Alma,
who had fled from the servants of
king Noah, *repented of his sins and
iniquities, and went about privately
among the people, and began to
teach the words of Abinadi—

2 Yea, concerning that which was
to come, and also concerning the
resurrection of the dead, and the °re-
demption of the people, which was
to be brought to pass through the

. 3:6;
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power, and sufferings, and ®death
of Christ, and his resurrection and
ascension into heaven.

3 And as many as would hear his
word he did teach. And he taught
them privately, that it might not
come to the knowledge of the king.
And many did believe his words.

4 And it came to pass that as many
as did believe him did go forth to

em 1n the ok
and having been infested, by times
or at seasons, by wild beasts.

5 Now, there was in Mormon a
fountain of pure water, and Alma
resorted thither, there being near
the water a thicket of small trees,
where he did hide himself in the
daytime from the searches of the
King.

6 And it came to pass that as many
as believed him went thither to
hear his words.

7 And it came to pass after many
days there were a goodly number
gathered together at the place of
Mormon, to hear the words of Alma.
Yea, all were gathered together that
believed on his word, to hear him.
And he did “teach them, and did
preach unto them repentance, and
redemption, and faith on the Lord.

8 And it came to pass that he said
unto them: Behold, here are the wa-
ters of Mormon (for thus were they
called) and now, as ve are 2desirous
to come into the *fold of God, and
to be called his people, and are will-
ing to bear one another’s burdens,
that they may be light;

9 Yea, and are *willing to mourn
with those that Pmourn; vea, and

comfort those that stand in need of
comfort, and to stand as “witnesses
of God at all times and in all things,
and in all places that yve may be in,
even until death, that ye may be re-
deemed of God, and be numbered
with those of the “first resurrection,
that ye may have eternal life—

10 Now I say unto you, if this be
the desire of your hearts, what have
you against being “baptized in the
bname of the Lord, as a witness be-
fore him that ye have entered into
a ‘covenant with him, that yve will
serve him and keep his command-
ments, that he may pour out his
Spirit more abundantly upon you?

11 And now when the people had
heard these words, they clapped
their hands for joy, and exclaimed:
This is the desire of our hearts.

12 And now it came to pass that
Alma took Helam, he being one
the first, and went and stood forth
in the water, and cried, sayving: O
Lord, pour out thy Spirit upon thy
servant, that he may do this work
with holiness of heart.

13 And when he had said these
words, the *Spirit of the Lord was
upon him, and he said: Helam, 1
baptize thee, having fauthority
from the Almighty God, as a tes-
timony that ye have entered into
a ‘covenant to serve him until you
are dead as to the mortal body; and
may the Spirit of the Lord be poured
out upon you; and may he grant
unto vou eternal life, through the
redemption of Christ, whom he has
prepared from the foundation of
the world.

14 And after Alma had said these

words, both and Helam were

Baptisms at the Waters of Mormon

“buried in the water; and they arose

and came forth out of the water re-

joicing, being filled with the Spirit.

15 And again, Alma took another,
and went forth a second time into
the water, and baptized him ac-
cording to the first, only he did not
bury “himself again in the water.

16 And after this manner he did
baptize every one that went forth
to the place of Mormon; and they
were in number about two hundred
and four souls; vea, and they were
“baptized in the waters of Mormon,
and were filled with the *grace
of God.

17 And they were called the church
of God, or the “church of Christ,
from that time forward. And it came
to pass that whosoever was baptized
by the power and authority of God
was added to his church.

18 And it came to pass that Alma,
having “authority from God, "or-
dained priests; even one priest to
every fifty of their number did he
ordain to preach unto them, and to
‘teach them concerning the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

19 And he commanded them that
“they should °teach nothing save
it were the things which he had
taught, and which had been spoken
by the mouth of the holy prophets.

20 Yea, even he commanded them
that they should *preach nothing
save it were repentance and faith
on the Lord, who had redeemed
his people.

21 And he commanded them that
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“We may conclude that Alma held the priesthood
before he, with others, became disturbed with King
Noah. Whether this is so or not makes no difference
because in the Book of Mosiah i1t is stated definitely
that he had authority [see Mosiah 18:13].

“If he had authority to baptize that is evidence that he
had been baptized. Therefore, when Alma baptized
himself with Helam that was not a case of Alma
baptizing himself, but merely as a token to the Lord of
his humility and full repentance”

(Joseph Fielding Smith, “Answers to Gospel Questions, comp.
Joseph Fielding Smith Jr., 5 vols. [1957-66], 3:203).
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16 And it will come to pass that ye
shall be afflicted with all manner of
2diseases because of your iniquities.

17 Yea, and ve shall be smitten
on every hand, and shall be driven
and scattered to and fro, even as a
wild flock is driven by wild and
ferocious beasts.

18 And in that day ve shall be
hunted, and ye shall be taken by
the hand of your enemies, and then
ve shall suffer, as 1 suffer, the pains
of ®death by fire.

19 Thus God executeth *vengeance
upon those that destroy his people.
O God, ’receive my soul.

20 And now, when “Abinadi had
said these words, he fell, having
suffered death by fire; yea, having
been put to death because he would
not deny the commandments of
God, having sealed the truth of his
words by his bdeath.

CHAPTER 18

Alma preaches in private—He sets forth
the covenant of baptism and baptizes
at the waters of Mormon—He orga-
nizes the Church of Christ and ordains
priests—They support themselves and
teach the people—Alma and his people
flee from King Noah into the wilder-
ness. About 147-145 B.C.

AND now, it came to pass that Alma,
who had fled from the servants of
king Noah, *repented of his sins and
iniquities, and went about privately
among the people, and began to
teach the words of Abinadi—

2 Yea, concerning that which was
to come, and also concerning the
resurrection of the dead, and the °re-
demption of the people, which was
to be brought to pass through the
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power, and sufferings, and ®death
of Christ, and his resurrection and
ascension into heaven.

3 And as many as would hear his
word he did teach. And he taught
them privately, that it might not
come to the knowledge of the king.
And many did believe his words.

4 And it came to pass that as many
as did believe him did go forth to
“place WthhS ald rmo

"being 1n the ?]
and having been infested, by times
or at seasons, by wild bea.sts.

5 Now, there was in Mormon a
fountain of pure water, and Alma
resorted thither, there being near
the water a thicket of small trees,
where he did hide himself in the
daytime from the searches of the
King.

6 And it came to pass that as many
as believed him went thither to
hear his words.

7 And it came to pass after many
days there were a goodly number
gathered together at the place of
Mormon, to hear the words of Alma.
Yea, all were gathered together that
believed on his word, to hear him.
And he did “teach them, and did
preach unto them repentance, and
redemption, and faith on the Lord.

8 And it came to pass that he said
unto them: Behold, here are the wa-
ters of Mormon (for thus were they
called) and now, as ve are 2desirous
to come into the *fold of God, and
to be called his people, and are will-
ing to bear one another’s burdens,
that they may be light;

9 Yea, and are *willing to mourn
with those that Pmourn; vea, and

comfort those that stand in need of
comfort, and to stand as ‘witnesses
of God at all times and in all things,
and in all places that ye may be in,
even until death, that ye may be re-
deemed of God, and be numbered
with those of the “first resurrection,
that ye may have eternal life—

10 Now I say unto you, if this be
the desire of your hearts, what have
you against being “baptized in the
bname of the Lord, as a witness be-
fore him that ve have entered into
a ‘covenant with him, that ye will
serve him and keep his command-
ments, that he may pour out his
Spirit more abundantly upon you?

11 And now when the people had
heard these words, they clapped
their hands for joy, and exclaimed:
This is the desire of our hearts.

12 And now it came to pass that
Alma took Helam, he being one of

mnt 'e"water, and crled saying: O
Lord, pour out thy Spirit upon thy
servant, that he may do this work
with holiness of heart.

13 And when he had said these
words, the *Spirit of the Lord was
upon him, and he said: Helam, 1
baptize thee, having *authority
from the Almighty God, as a tes-
timony that ye have entered into
a ‘covenant to serve him until you
are dead as to the mortal body; and
may the Spirit of the Lord be poured
out upon vou; and may he grant
unto vou eternal life, through the
redemption of Christ, whom he has
prepared from the 4foundation of
the world.

14 And after Alma had said these

words, both Alma and Helam were

Baptisms at the Waters of Mormon

“buried in the water; and they arose

and came forth out of the water re-

joicing, being filled with the Spirit.
15 And again, Alma took another,
and went forth a second time into
the water, and baptized him ac-
cording to the first, only he did not
bury “himself again in the water.
16 And after this manner he did
baptize every one that went forth
to the place of Mormon; and they
were in number about two hundred
and four souls; yea, and they were
aptized 1n the waters of Mormon
a?d re filled with the ’grace
of God.
17 And they were called the church
of God, or the “church of Christ

Alma’s Authority

Priests were consecrated
(2 Nephi 5:26; Mosiah 11:5)

Mosiah to Benjamin to
Mosiah were consecrated
kings and rulers

(Mosiah 2:11; 6:3)

Amaleki (from Jacob’s
lineage) had a brother who
went with Zeniff

(Omni 1:30)
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“buried in the water; and they arose
and came forth out of the water re-
joicing, being filled with the Spirit,

15 And again, Alma took another,
and went forth a second time into
the water, and baptized him ac-
cording to the first, only he did not
bury “himself again in the water.

16 And after this manner he did
baptize every one that went forth
to the place of Mormon; and they
were in number about two hundred
and four souls; vea, and they were
“baptized in the waters of Mormon,
and were filled with the ®grace
of God.

17 And they were called the church
of God, or the church of Christ,
from that time forward. And it came
to pass that whosoever was baptized
by the power and authority of Goc

- And 1t came to pass that Alma,
having “authority from God, Por-
dained priests; even one priest to
every fifty of their number did he
ordain to preach unto them, and to
‘teach them concerning the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

19 And he commanded them that

that they should “preach nothing
save it were repentance and faith
on the Lord, who had redeemed
his people.

21 And he commanded them that

there should be no “contention one
with another, but that they should
look forward with Pone eye, having
one faith and one baptism, having
their hearts °knit together in unity
and in love one towards another.

22 And thus he commanded them
to preach. And thus they became
the °children of God.

23 And he commanded them that
they should observe the “sabbath
ly, and also ev-
give thanks to

Yy day
the Lord their God.

24 And he also commanded them
that the priests whom he had or-
dained “4should *labor with their
own hands for their support.

25 And there was “one day in every
week that was set apart that they
should bgather themselves together
to teach the people, and to worship
the Lord their God, and also, as of-
ten as it was in their power, to “as-
semble themselves together.

26 And the priests were not to de-
pend upon the people for their sup-
port; but for their labor they were
to receive the “grace of God, that
they might wax strong in the Spirit,
having the *knowledge of God, that
they might teach with power and
authority from God.

27 And again Alma commanded
that the people of the church should
impart of their substance, “every
one according to that which he
had; if he have more abundantly
he should impart more abundantly;
and of him that had but little, but
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little should be required; and to
him that had not should be given.

28 And thus they should impart
of their “substance of their own
free will and good desires towards
God, and to those priests that stood
in need, yea, and to every needy,
naked soul.

29 And this he said unto them,
having been commanded of God;
and they did *walk uprightly before
God, imparting to one another both
temporally and spiritually accord-
ing to their needs and their wants.

30 And now it came to pass that all
this was done in Mormon, yea, by
the “waters of Mormon, in the forest
that was near the waters of Mormon;
yea, the place of Mormon, the waters
of Mormon, the forest of Mormon,
how beautiful are they to the eyes
of them who there came to the
knowledge of their Redeemer; yea,
and how blessed are they, for they
shall ’sing to his praise forever.

31 And these things were done in
the “borders of the land, that they
might not come to the knowledge
of the king.

32 But behold, it came to pass that
the king, having discovered a move-
ment among the people, sent his
servants to watch them. Therefore
on the day that they were assem-
bling themselves together to hear
the word of the Lord they were dis-
covered unto the king.

33 And now the King said that
Alma was stirring up the people
to rebellion against him; therefore
he sent his “army to destroy them.

34 And it came to pass that Alma
and the people of the Lord were “ap-
prised of the coming of the king’s
army; therefore they took their tents
and their families and *departed
into the wilderness.

35 And they were in number about
“four hundred and fifty souls.

CHAPTER 19

Gildeon seeks to slay King Noah—The
Lamanites invade the land—King Noah
suffers death by fire—Limhi rules as a
tributary monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the “army of
the king returned, having searched
in vain for the people of the Lord.

2 And now behold, the forces of
the king were small, having been
reduced, and there began to be a
division among the remainder of
the people.

3 And the lesser part began to
“breathe out threatenings against
the King, and there began to be a
great contention among them.

4 And now there was a man among
them whose name was Gideon, and
he being a strong man and an en-
emy to the king, therefore he drew
his sword, and swore in his wrath
that he would slay the king.

5 And it came to pass that he
fought with the king; and when the
king saw that he was about to over-
power him, he fled and ran and got
upon the “tower which was near the
temple.

6 And Gideon pursued after him
and was about to get upon the tower
to slay the king, and the king cast
his eyes round about towards the
land of “Shemlon, and behold, the
army of the Lamanites were within
the borders of the land.

7 And now the King cried out in the
anguish of his soul, saying: Gideon,
spare me, for the Lamanites are
upon us, and they will destroy us;
yea, they will destroy my people.

8 And now the king was not so
much concerned about his people as
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“We can readily see that observance of the Sabbath is
an indication of the depth of our conversion.

“Our observance or nonobservance of the Sabbath is
an unerring measure of our attitude toward the Lord
personally and toward his suffering in Gethsemane,
his death on the cross, and his resurrection from the
dead. It is a sign of whether we are Christians in very
deed, or whether our conversion is so shallow that
commemoration of his atoning sacrifice means little
or nothing to us”

(Elder Mark E. Petersen in Conference Report, Apr. 1975, 72; or
Ensign, May 1975, 49).



“buried in the water; and they arose
and came forth out of the water re-
joicing, being filled with the Spirit,

15 And again, Alma took another,
and went forth a second time into
the water, and baptized him ac-
cording to the first, only he did not
bury “himself again in the water.

16 And after this manner he did
baptize every one that went forth
to the place of Mormon; and they
were in number about two hundred
and four souls; vea, and they were
“baptized in the waters of Mormon,
and were filled with the ®grace
of God.

17 And they were called the church

of God, or the church of Christ,
from that time forward. And it came
to pass that whosoever was b’l tlz_e_d

- And 1tc at Alma,
having “authority from God, Por-
dained priests; even one priest to
every fifty of their number did he
ordain to preach unto them, and to
‘teach them concerning the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

19 And he commanded them that
“they should *teach nothing save
it were the things which he had
taught, and which had been spoken
by the mouth of the holy prophets.

20 Yea, even he commanded them
that they should “preach nothing
save it were repentance and faith
on the Lord, who had redeemed
his people.

21 And he commanded them that

there should be no “contention one
with another, but that they should
look forward with Pone eye, having
one faith and one baptism, having
their hearts °knit together in unity
and in love one towards another.

22 And thus he commanded them
to preach. And thus they became
the °children of God.

23 And he commanded them that
they should oserve the 4sabbath
1t holy, and also ev-

1ve thanks to

Y 5 } ‘
the Lord their God.
24 And he also commanded them

that the ; 1iests whom he had or-
dained “should *labor with their
ds for t "suport

25 And there was “one day in ever
week that was set apart that they
should tgather themselves together
to teach the people, and to worship
the Lord their God, and also, as of-
ten as it was in thlr power, to ‘as-
semble themselves together.

26 And the priests were not to de-
pend upon the people for their sup-
port; but for their labor they were
to receive the “grace of God, that
they might wax strong in the Spirit,
having the *knowledge of God, that
they might teach with power and
authority from God.

27 And again Alma commanded
that the people of the church should
impart of their substance, “every
one according to that which he
had; if he have more abundantly
he should impart more abundantly;
and of him that had but little, but
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little should be required; and to
him that had not should be given.

28 And thus they should impart
of their “substance of their own
free will and good desires towards
God, and to those priests that stood
in need, yea, and to every needy,
naked soul.

29 And this he said unto them,
having been commanded of God;
and they did *walk uprightly before
God, imparting to one another both
temporally and spiritually accord-
ing to their needs and their wants.

30 And now it came to pass that al
this was done in Mormon, yea, by
the “waters of Mormon, in the forest
that was near the waters of Mormon;
yea, the place of Mormon, the waters
of Mormon, the forest of Mormon,
how beautiful are they to the eyes
of them who there came to the
knowledge of their Redeemer; yea,
and how blessed are they, for they
shall ’sing to his praise forever.

31 And these things were done in
the “borders of the land, that they
might not come to the knowledge
of the king.

32 But behold, it came to pass that
the king, having discovered a move-
ment among the people, sent his
servants to watch them. Therefore
on the day that they were assem-
bling themselves together to hear
the word of the Lord they were dis-
covered unto the king.

33 And now the King said that
Alma was stirring up the people
to rebellion against him; therefore
he sent his “army to destroy them.

34 And it came to pass that Alma
and the people of the Lord were “ap-
prised of the coming of the king’s
army; therefore they took their tents
and their families and *departed
into the wilderness.

35 And they were in number about
“four hundred and fifty souls.

CHAPTER 19

Gildeon seeks to slay King Noah—The
Lamanites invade the land—King Noah
suffers death by fire—Limhi rules as a
tributary monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the “army of
the king returned, having searched
in vain for the people of the Lord.

2 And now behold, the forces of
the king were small, having been
reduced, and there began to be a
division among the remainder of
the people.

3 And the lesser part began to
“breathe out threatenings against
the King, and there began to be a
great contention among them.

4 And now there was a man among
them whose name was Gideon, and
he being a strong man and an en-
emy to the king, therefore he drew
his sword, and swore in his wrath
that he would slay the king.

5 And it came to pass that he
fought with the king; and when the
king saw that he was about to over-
power him, he fled and ran and got
upon the “tower which was near the
temple.

6 And Gideon pursued after him
and was about to get upon the tower
to slay the king, and the king cast
his eyes round about towards the
land of “Shemlon, and behold, the
army of the Lamanites were within
the borders of the land.

7 And now the King cried out in the
anguish of his soul, saying: Gideon,
spare me, for the Lamanites are
upon us, and they will destroy us;
yea, they will destroy my people.

8 And now the king was not so
much concerned about his people as
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“Some may ask, ‘How do | obtain these righteous
feelings In giving? How do | overcome giving
grudgingly? How do | obtain the “pure love of
Christ?”’ To those | would say: Faithfully live all the
commandments, give of yourselves, care for your
families, serve in church callings, perform missionary
work, pay tithes and offerings, study the scriptures—
and the list could go on. As you lose yourself in this
service, the Lord will touch and soften your heart”

(President Marion G. Romney in Conference Report, Oct. 1981,
131-32; or Ensign, Nov. 1981, 93).



“buried in the water; and they arose
and came forth out of the water re-
joicing, being filled with the Spirit,

15 And again, Alma took another,
and went forth a second time into
the water, and baptized him ac-
cording to the first, only he did not
bury “himself again in the water.

16 And after this manner he did
baptize every one that went forth
to the place of Mormon; and they
were in number about two hundred
and four souls; vea, and they were
“baptized in the waters of Mormon,
and were filled with the ®grace
of God.

17 And they were called the church

of God, or the church of Christ,
from that time forward. And it came
to pass that whosoever was b’l tlz_e_d

- And 1tc at Alma,
having “authority from God, Por-
dained priests; even one priest to
every fifty of their number did he
ordain to preach unto them, and to
‘teach them concerning the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God.

19 And he commanded them that
“they should *teach nothing save
it were the things which he had
taught, and which had been spoken
by the mouth of the holy prophets.

20 Yea, even he commanded them
that they should “preach nothing
save it were repentance and faith
on the Lord, who had redeemed
his people.

21 And he commanded them that

there should be no “contention one
with another, but that they should
look forward with Pone eye, having
one faith and one baptism, having
their hearts °knit together in unity
and in love one towards another.

22 And thus he commanded them
to preach. And thus they became
the °children of God.

23 And he commanded them that
they should oserve the 4sabbath
1t holy, and also ev-

1ve thanks to

Y 5 } ‘
the Lord their God.
24 And he also commanded them

that the ; 1iests whom he had or-
dained “should *labor with their
ds for t "suport

25 And there was “one day in ever
week that was set apart that they
should tgather themselves together
to teach the people, and to worship
the Lord their God, and also, as of-
ten as it was in thlr power, to ‘as-
semble themselves together.

26 And the priests were not to de-
pend upon the people for their sup-
port; but for their labor they were
to receive the “grace of God, that
they might wax strong in the Spirit,
having the *knowledge of God, that
they might teach with power and
authority from God.

27 And again Alma commanded
that the people of the church should
impart of their substance, “every
one according to that which he
had; if he have more abundantly
he should impart more abundantly;
and of him that had but little, but
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little should be required; and to
him that had not should be given.

28 And thus they should impart
of their “substance of their own
free will and good desires towards
God, and to those priests that stood
in need, yea, and to every needy,
naked soul.

29 And this he said unto them,
having been commanded of God;
and they did *walk uprightly before
God, imparting to one another both
temporally and spiritually accord-
ing to their needs and their wants.

30 And now it came to pass that al
this was done in Mormon, yea, by
the *waters of Mormon, in the forest
that was near the waters of Mormon;
yea, the place of Mormon, the waters
of Mormon, the forest of Mormon,
how beautiful are they to the eyes
of them who there came to the
knowledge of their Redeemer; yea,
and how blessed are they, for they
shall ’sing to his praise forever.

31 And these things were done in
the “borders of the land, that they
might not come to the knowledge
of the king.

32 But behold, it came to pass that
the king, having discovered a move-
ment among the people, sent his
servants to watch them. Therefore
on the day that they were assem-
bling themselves together to hear
the word of the Lord they were dis-
covered unto the king.

33 And now the king said that
Alma was stirring up the people
to rebellion against him; therefore
he sent his “army to destroy them.

34 And it came to pass that Alma

and the people of the Lord were “ap-
1sed of the coming of tﬁe

ar ny: therefore tl ey‘o Ctheir tents
and thelr families and *departed
into the wilderness.

35 And they were in number about

CHAPTER 19

Gildeon seeks to slay King Noah—The
Lamanites invade the land—King Noah
suffers death by fire—Limhi rules as a
tributary monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the “army of
the king returned, having searched
in vain for the people of the Lord.

2 And now behold, the forces of
the king were small, having been
reduced, and there began to be a
division among the remainder of
the people.

3 And the lesser part began to
“breathe out threatenings against
the King, and there began to be a
great contention among them.

4 And now there was a man among
them whose name was Gideon, and
he being a strong man and an en-
emy to the king, therefore he drew
his sword, and swore in his wrath
that he would slay the king.

5 And it came to pass that he
fought with the king; and when the
king saw that he was about to over-
power him, he fled and ran and got
upon the “tower which was near the
temple.

6 And Gideon pursued after him
and was about to get upon the tower
to slay the king, and the king cast
his eyes round about towards the
land of “Shemlon, and behold, the
army of the Lamanites were within
the borders of the land.

7 And now the King cried out in the
anguish of his soul, saying: Gideon,
spare me, for the Lamanites are
upon us, and they will destroy us;
yea, they will destroy my people.

8 And now the king was not so
much concerned about his people as
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35 And they were in number about
“four hundred and fifty souls.

CHAPTER 19

Gideon seeks to slay King Noah—The
Lamanites invade the land—King Noah
suffers death by fire—Limhi rules as a
tributary monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the “army of
the king returned, having searched
in vain for the people of the Lord.

2 And now behold, the forces of
the king were small, having been
reduced, and there began to be a
division among the remainder of
the people.

3 And the lesser part began to
“breathe out threatenings against
the king, and there began to be a
great contention among them.

4 And now there was a man among
them whose name was Gideon, and
he being a strong man and an en-
emy to the king, therefore he drew
his sword, and swore in his wrath
that he would slay the King,

5 And it came to pass that he
fought with the King; and when the
king saw that he was about to over-
power him, he fled and ran and got
upon the *tower which was near the
temple.

6 And Gideon pursued after him
and was about to get upon the tower
to slay the king, and the king cast
his eves round about towards the
land of “Shemlon, and behold, the
army of the Lamanites were within
the borders of the land.

7 And now the king cried out in the
anguish of his soul, saying: Gideon,
“spare me, for the Lamanites are
upon us, and they will destroy us;
yea, they will destroy my people.

8 And now the King was not so
much concerned about his people as
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he was about his “own life; never-
theless, Gideon did spare his life.

9 And the king commanded the
people that they should flee be-
fore the Lamanites, and he himself
did go before them, and they did
flee into the wilderness, with their
women and their children.

10 And it came to pass that the
Lamanites did pursue them, and
did overtake them, and began to
slay them.

11 Now it came to pass that the
kKing commanded them that all the
men should ¢leave their wives and
their children, and flee before the
Lamanites.

12 Now there were many that
would not leave them, but had
rather stay and perish with them.
And the rest left their wives and
their children and fled.

13 And it came to pass that those
who tarried with their wives and
their children caused that their fair
daughters should stand forth and
plead with the Lamanites that they
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11 Now it came to pass that the
King commanded them that all the
men should ¢leave their wives and
their children, and flee before the
Lamanites.

12 Now there were many that
would not leave them, but had
rather stay and perish with them.
And the rest left their wives and
their children and fled.

13 And it came to pass that those
who tarried with their wives and
their children caused that their fair
daughters should stand forth and
plead with the Lamanites that they
would not slay them.

14 And it came to pass that the La-
manites had compassion on them,
for they were charmed with the
beauty of their women.

15 Therefore the Lamanites did
spare their lives, and took them
captives and carried them back
to the land of Nephi, and granted
unto them that they might possess
the land, under the conditions that

they Would del1ver up kmg Noah
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11 Now it came to pass that the
King commanded them that all the
men should ¢leave their wives and
their children, and flee before the
Lamanites.

12 Now there were many that
would not leave them, but had
rather stay and perish with them.
And the rest left their wives and
their children and fled.

13 And it came to pass that those
who tarried with their wives and
their children caused that their fair
daughters should stand forth and
plead with the Lamanites that they
would not slay them.

14 And it came to pass that the La-
manites had compassion on them,
for they were charmed with the
beauty of their women.

15 Therefore the Lamanites did
spare their lives, and took them
captives and carried them back
to the land of Nephi, and granted
unto them that they might possess
the land, under the conditions that

they Would del1ver up kmg Noah

oy» =

. ..

| w

Alns
.-"l
- s
Uit









:
< ~ .
e e P e
B

-4
W TR T
RY =L HATE

Pieta by Michelangelo Buonarroti, 1499




A\
-:" oK b T A -

1 Cid . | re were many that
E R ¢ ~ . & 3 ot leave them, but had
& 2 2 3tay. and perish with them.
; = . ». | L st left their wives and

| = & ° seren and fled.
~. (L came to pass that those
J > 2@ oed with their wives and
NES o ‘en caused that their fair
' {’ 21s should stand forth and
le'1 the Lamanites that they

‘ould not slay them.

d And it came to pass that the La-
nites had compassion on them,
i'hey were charmed with the

= p . y of their women.
“nerefore the Lamanites did
#rc their lives, and took them
preaptives and carried them back
" to the land of Nephi, and granted
ST wato them that they might possess
\)? g > land, under the conditions that
- T s ey would deliver up king Noah
* : e fe.the hands of the Lamanites, and
iver up their property, even “one

- ' o

."'A:’. e ,-

alf of all they possessed, one half

e | W&, Of their gold, and their silver, and
R all their precious things, and thus

"I L\

AT “ 7
2 4’?’ Sy as; <

e .- cople.
-1 thc kmg WS, 710t 8O
roncerned about his people as

of the Lamanites from year to year.

16 And now there was one of the
sons of the king among those that
were taken captive, whose name
was “Limhi.

_ .

they should pay tribute to the king

. ... childl “wec. e
also those that had tarried with
them, that they would seek revenge

nd the king command
that they should not return; and
they were angry with the king, and
caused that he should suffer, even
unto “death by fire.
21 And they were about to take
the priests also and “put them to
death, and they fled before them.
22 And it came to pass that they
were about to return to the land
of Nephi, and they met the men
of Gideon. And the men of Gideon
told them of all that had happened
to their wives and their children;
and that the Lamanites had granted
unto them that they might possess
the land by paying a tribute to the
Lamanites of one half of all they
possessed.
23 And the people told the men
of *Gideon that they had slain the
king, and his ®priests had fled from
them farther into the wilderness.
24 And it came to pass that after
they had ended the ceremony, that
they returned to the land of Nephi,
rejoicing, because their wives and
their children were not slain; and
7 told Gldeon what they had

25 And it came to pass that the

culCl

Noah is killed and His Men Reff*i‘f»-;*-j '

U

Peace with the Lamanites

king of the Lamanites made an
4path unto them, that his people
should not slay them.

26 And also Limhi, being the son
of the king, having the kingdom
conferred upon him “by the people,
made *oath unto the king of the La-
manites that his people should pay
‘tribute unto him, even one half of
all they possessed.

27 And it came to pass that Limhi
began to establish the kingdom and
to establish “peace among his people.

28 And the king of the Lamanites
set “guards round about the land,
that he might *keep the people of
Limhi in the land, that they might
not depart into the wilderness; and
he did support his guards out of the
tribute which he did receive from
the Nephites.

29 And now king Limhi did have
continual peace in his kingdom
for the space of two years, that the
Lamanites did not molest them nor
seek to destroy them.

CITAPTLER 20

Some Lamanite daughters are abducted
by the priests of Noah—The Lamanites
wage war upon Limhi and his people—
The Lamanite hosts are repulsed and
pacified. About 145-123 B.C.

Now there was a place in“Shemlon
where the daughters of the Laman-
ites did gather themselves together
to sing, and to ®dance, and to make
themselves merry.

2 And it came to pass that there
was one day a small number of
them gathered together to sing and
to dance.

3 And now the priests of king Noah,
being ashamed to return to the city
of Nephi, yea, and also fearing that
the people would “slay them, there-
fore they durst not return to their
wives and their *children.
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Mosiah 19:24 - Ceremony?

- "peace ceremony" between the men of Gideon and the men returning from the king (Nibley, Hugh W.,
Teachings of the Book of Mormon-Semester 2 Transcripts of Lecrures (Provo, UT: FARMS, 1993), pg 125).

"It may have been some form of thanksgiving sacrifice to God." (Nyman, Monte S., Book of Mormon
Commentary: These Records are True, volume 2 (Orem, UT: Granite Publishing, 2003), pg 435).

* Possibly a purification ceremony, nhecessary after the killing of King Noah. (Tvedtnes, John, The Most
Correct Book: Insights from a Book of Mormon Scholar (Salt Lake City: Cornerstone, 1999) pg 176-177)

- Brant Gardner offers the ceremony could have been a greeting ceremony between the two
groups, a surrender of the king's men lo the men of Gideon, or a truce or peace making ceremony

between the two groups (Gardner, Brant A. Second Wih1ess: Analytical and Contextual Commentary on the Book of
Mormon, volume 3, (Greg Kofford Books: Salt Lake City, 2007). pg 353- 354).

- Could have been the wrong word resulting from a spelling error and misinterpreted by the printer.

Perhaps it should have been “Sermon.” Royal Skousen in Analysis of Textual Variants of the Book of Mormon,
Second Edition, (Provo, UT: FARMS, 2017) pages 1441-1446.
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35 And they were in number about
“four hundred and fifty souls.

CHAPTER 19

Gideon seeks to slay King Noah—The
Lamanites invade the land—King Noah
suffers death by fire—Limhi rules as a
tributary monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

AND it came to pass that the “army of
the king returned, having searched
in vain for the people of the Lord.

2 And now behold, the forces of
the king were small, having been
reduced, and there began to be a
division among the remainder of
the people.

3 And the lesser part began to
“breathe out threatenings against
the king, and there began to be a
great contention among them.

4 And now there was a man among
them whose name was Gideon, and
he being a strong man and an en-
emy to the king, therefore he drew
his sword, and swore in his wrath
that he would slay the king,

5 And it came to pass that he
fought with the King; and when the
king saw that he was about to over-
power him, he fled and ran and got
upon the *tower which was near the
temple.

6 And Gideon pursued after him
and was about to get upon the tower
to slay the king, and the king cast
his eyes round about towards the
land of “Shemlon, and behold, the
army of the Lamanites were within
the borders of the land.

7 And now the king cried out in the
anguish of his soul, saving: Gideon,
“spare me, for the Lamanites are
upon us, and they will destroy us;
yvea, they will destroy my people.

8 And now the King was not so
much concerned about his people as

| 10 1 ~ Y4201« 10.72

A Lamanite Invasion saves King Noah

he was about his *own life; never-
theless, Gideon did spare his life.

9 And the king commanded the
people that they should flee be-
fore the Lamanites, and he himself
did go before them, and they did
flee into the wilderness, with their
women and their children.

10 And it came to pass that the
Lamanites did pursue them, and
did overtake them, and began to
slay them.

11 Now it came to pass that the
king commanded them that all the
men should ¢leave their wives and
their children, and flee before the
Lamanites.

12 Now there were many that
would not leave them, but had
rather stay and perish with them.
And the rest left their wives and
their children and fled.

13 And it came to pass that those
who tarried with their wives and
their children caused that their fair
daughters should stand forth and
plead with the Lamanites that they
would not slay them.

14 And it came to pass that the La-
manites had compassion on them,
for they were charmed with the
beauty of their women.

15 Therefore the Lamanites did
spare their lives, and took them
captives and carried them back
to the land of Nephi, and granted
unto them that they might possess
the land, under the conditions that
they would deliver up king Noah
into the hands of the Lamanites, and
deliver up their property, even “one
half of all they possessed, one half
of their gold, and their silver, and
all their precious things, and thus
they should pay tribute to the king
of the Lamanites from year to year.

16 And now there was one of the
sons of the king among those that
were taken captive, whose name
was “Limhi.

o e o

17 And now Limhi was desirous
that his father should not be de-
stroyed; nevertheless, Limhi was
not ignorant of the iniquities of his
father, he himself being a just man.

18 And it came to pass that Gideon
sent men into the wilderness se-

cretly, to search for the king and

those that were with him. And it
came to pass that they met the peo-
ple in the wilderness, all save the
king and his priests.

19 Now they had sworn in their
hearts that they would return to the
land of Nephi, and_if their *wives
and their children were slain, and
also those that had tarried with

nd the king commanded them
that they should not return; and
they were angry with the king, and
caused that he should suffer, even
unto “death by fire.

21 And they were about to take
the priests also and “put them to
death, and they fled before them.

22 And it came to pass that they
were about to return to the land
of Nephi, and they met the men
of Gideon. And the men of Gideon
told them of all that had happened
to their wives and their children;
and that the Lamanites had granted
unto them that they might possess
the land by paying a tribute to the
Lamanites of one half of all they
possessed.

23 And the people told the men
of “Gideon that they had slain the
King, and his ?priests had fled from
them farther into the wilderness.

24 And it came to pass that after
they had ended the ceremony, that
they returned to the land of Nephi,
rejoicing, because their wives and
their children were not slain; and
they told Gideon what they had
done to the king.

25 And it came to pass that the

Noah is killed and His Men Return

Peace with the Lamanites

king of the Lamanites made an
2oath unto them, that his people
should not slay them.

26 And also Limhi, being the son
of the king, having the Kingdom
conferred upon him “by the people,
made Yoath unto the King of the La-
manites that his people should pay
‘tribute unto him, even one half of
all they possessed.

27 And it came to pass that Limhi
began to establish the kingdom and
to establish “peace among his people.

28 And the king of the Lamanites
set “guards round about the land,
that he might ’keep the people of
Limhi in the land, that they might
not depart into the wilderness; and
he did support his guards out of the
tribute which he did receive from
the Nephites.

29 And now Kking Limhi did have
continual peace in his Kingdom
for the space of two years, that the
Lamanites did not molest them nor
seek to destroy them.

CITAPTLR 20

Some Lamanite daughters are abducted
by the priests of Noah—The Lamanites
wage war upon Limhi and his people—
The Lamanite hosts are repulsed and
pacified. About 145-123 B.C.

Now there was a place in“Shemlon
where the daughters of the Laman-
ites did gather themselves together
tosing, and to ®dance, and to make
themselves merry.

2 And it came to pass that there
was one day a small number of
them gathered together to sing and
to dance.

3 And now the priests of king Noah,
being ashamed to return to the city
of Nephi, yea, and also fearing that
the people would “slay them, there-
fore they durst not return to their
wives and their *children.
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king of the Lamanites made an
“oath unto them, that his people
should not slay them.

26 And also Limhi, being the son
of the king, having the Kingdom
conferred upon him “by the people,
made oath unto the king of the La-
manites that his people should pay
‘tribute unto him, even one half of
all they possessed.

27 And it came to pass that Limhi
began to establish the kingdom and
to establish “peace among his people.

28 And the king of the Lamanites
set “guards round about the land,
that he might ’keep the people of
Limhi in the land, that they might
not depart into the wilderness; and
he did support his guards out of the
tribute which he did receive from
the Nephites.

29 And now king Limhi did have
continual peace in his kKingdom
for the space of two years, that the
Lamanites did not molest them nor
seek to destroy them.

CITAPTLR 20

Some Lamanite daughters are abducted
by the priests of Noah—The Lamanites
wage war upon Limhi and his people—
The Lamanite hosts are repulsed and
pacified. About 145-123 B.C.

Now there was a place in“Shemlon
where the daughters of the Laman-
ites did gather themselves together
to sing, and to ®dance, and to make
themselves merry.

2 And it came to pass that there
wds one day a small number of
them gathered together to sing and
to dance.

3 And now the priests of king Noah,
being ashamed to return to the city
of Nephi, yea, and also fearing that
the people would “slay them, there-
fore they durst not return to their
wives and their *children.

4 And having tarried in the wil-
derness, and having discovered the
daughters of the Lamanites, they
laid and watched them;

5 And when there were bult few of
them gathered together to dance,
they came forth out of their secret
places and took them and carried
them into the wilderness; yea,
twenty and four of the “daughters
of the Lamanites they carried into
the wilderness.

6 And it came to pass that when the
Lamanites found that their daugh-
ters had been missing, they were
angry with the people of Limbhi,
for they thought it was the people
of IR s

T Therefore they sent their armies

forth; yvea, even the king himself
went before his people; and they
went up to the land of Nephi to
destroy the people of Limhi.

8 And now Limhi had discov-
ered them from the “tower, even
all their preparations for war did
he discover; therefore he gathered
his people together, and laid wait
for them in the fields and in the
forests.

9 And it came to pass that when
the Lamanites had come up, that the
people of Limhi began to fall upon
them from their waiting places, and
began to slay them.

10 And it came to pass that the
battle became exceedingly sore, for
they fought like lions for their pre
"And 1t came to pass that t
people of Limhi began to drive the
Lamanites before them; yet they
were not half so numerous as the
Lamanites. But they “fought for

their lives, and for their *wives,

and for their children; therefore
they exerted themselves and like
dragons did they fight.

12 And 1t came to pass that they
found the king of the Lamanites

1

1

Noah’s Priests Abduct Lamanite Daughters

G

fore he said: I will search among
my pcoplc and whosocver has donc
this thing shall perish. Therefore he
caused a search to be made among
his people.

17 Now when “Gldeon had heard

hc Kking: I pray thee forbear,
and do not search this people, and
lay not this thing to their charge.
18 For do ye not remember the
priests of thy father, whom this
people sought to destroy? And are
they not in the wilderness? And are
not they the ones who have stolen
the daughters of the Lamanites?
19 And now, behold, and tell the
King of these things, that he may

go forth to meet my people, without
arms; and I swcar unto you with an
“oath that my people shall not slay
thy people.

25 And it came to pass that they
followed the king, and went forth
without arms to meet the Laman-
ites. And it came to pass that they
did mcct the Lamanitcs; and the
king of the Lamanites did bow
himself down before them, and did
plead in behalf of the people of
Limhi.

26 And when the Lamanites saw
the people of Limhi, that they were
without arms, they had “compassion
on them and were pacified towards
them, and returned with their king
in peace to their own land.

Gideon a



CHAPTER 21

Limhi’s people are smitten and defeated
by the Lamanites—Limhi’s people meet
Ammon and dre converted—T hey tell
Ammon of the twenty-four Jaredite
plates. About 122-121 B.C.

AND it came to pass that Limhi and
his people returned to the city of
Nephi, and began to dwell in the
land again in peace.

2 And it came to pass that after
many days the Lamanites began
again to be stirred up in anger
against the Nephites, and they be-
gan to come into the borders of the
land round about.

3 Now they durst not slay them,
because of the “oath which their
king had made unto Limhi; but they
would smite them on their ’cheeks,
and exercise authority over them;
and began to put heavy ‘burdens
upon their backs, and drive them
as they would a dumb ass—

4 Yea, all this was done that the ,

“word of the Lord might be ®ful-
filled.

5 And now the afflictions of the
Nephites were great, and there was
no way that they could deliver them-
selves out of their hands, for the
Lamanites had “surrounded them
on every side.

6 And it came to pass that the
people began to murmur with the
king because of their afflictions;
and they began to be desirous to
g0 against them to battle. And they
did afflict the king sorely with their
complaints; therefore he granted
unto them that they should do ac-
cording to their desires.

7 And they gathered themselves
together again, and put on their
armor, and went forth against the

Lamanites to drive them out of their

land.
8 And jtearetopass.that the La-
manites fand drove

thembac “andfslevwMany of them.

9 And now thele was a great
‘“mourning and lamentation among
the people of Limhi, the widow
mourning for her husband, the
son and the daughter mourning
for their father, and the brothers
for their brethren.

10 Now there were a great many
“wwidows in the land, and they did
cry mightily from day to day, for
a great fear of the Lamanites had
come upon them.

11 And it came to pass that their
continual cries did stir up the re-
mainder of the people of Limhi to
anger agamst the Lamanltes and
wer :lf

~ d those that were not
sl'11n returned again to the city of
Nephi.

13 And they did humble them-
selves even to't" ust, subjecting
| € [0 the “yoke of bondage,
bsubmitting themselves to be smit-
ten, and to be driven to and fro, and
burdened, according to the desires
of their enemies.

14 And they did *humble them-
selves even in the depths of hu-
mility; and they did cry mightily
to God; vea, even all the day long
did they cry unto their God that
he would ®deliver them out of their
afflictions.

15 And now the Lord was “slow
to hear their cry because of their
iniquities; nevertheless the Lord

1

Afflictions and Defeats

Humility and Relief

2nd Account of the Discovery

of Ammon and His Brethren

did hear their °cries, and began to
soften the hearts of the Lamanites
that they began to ease their bur-
dens; vet the Lord did not see fit to
deliver them out of bondage.

16 And it came to pass that they
began to prosper by degrees in the
land, and began to raise grain more
abundantly, and flocks, and herds,
that they did not suffer with hunger.

17 Now there was a great number
of women, more than there was of
men; therefore King Limhi com-
manded that every man should “im-
part to the support of the *widows
and their children, that they might
not perish with hunger; and this
they did because of the greatness of
their number that had been slain.

18 Now the people of Limhi kept
together in a body as much as it was
possible, and secured their grain
and their flocks;

19 And the King himself did not
trust his person without the walls
of the city, unless he took his guards
with him, fearing that he might by
some means fall into the hands of
the Lamanites.

20 And he caused that his people
should watch the land round about,
that by some means they might take
those priests that fled into the wil-
derness, who had stolen the “daugh-
ters of the Lamanites, and that had
caused such a great destruction to
come upon them.

21 For they were desirous to take
them that they might “punish them,;
for they had come into the land
of Nephi by night, and carried off
their grain and many of their pre-
cious things; therefore they laid
walit for them.

22 And it came to pass that there
was no more disturbance between
the Lamanites and the people of

Limhi, even until the time that
“‘Ammon and his brethren came
into the land.

23 And the King having been
without the gates of the city with
his guard, “discovered Ammon and
his brethren; and supposing them
to be priests of Noah therefore he
caused that they should be taken,
and bound, and cast into ®prison.
And had they been the priests of
Noah he would have caused that
they should be put to death.

24 But when he found that they
were not, but that they were his
brethren, and had come from the
aland of Zarahemla, he was filled
with exceedingly great joy.

25 Now king Limhi had sent, pre-
vious to the coming of Ammon, a
ssmall number of men to ’search
for the land of Zarahemla; but they
could not find it, and they were lost
in the wilderness.

26 Nevertheless, they did find a
land which had been peopled; yea,
a land which was covered with dry
hones; yea, a land which had been
peopled and which had been de-
stroved; and they, having supposed
it to be the land of Zarahemla, re-
turned to the land of Nephi, having
arrived in the borders of the land
not many days before the ’coming
of Ammon.

27 And they brought a “record with
them, even a record of the people
whose bones they had found; and
it was engraven on plates of ore.

28 And now Limhi was again filled
with joy on learning from the mouth
of Ammon that king Mosiah had a
“gift from God, whereby he could
*interpret such engravings; yea, and
Ammon also did rejoice.

29 Yet Ammon and his brethren
were filled with sorrow because so

15b Ex. 3:9(7 9);

| 23a Mosiah 7:10, |

b Mosiah 7:6 (6-11).

2nd Account of Limhi’s Search Party



“Our freedom to choose our course of conduct does
not provide personal freedom from the consequences
of our performances. God’s love for us is constant
and will not diminish, but he cannot rescue us from
the painful results that are caused by wrong choices”

(Elder Marvin J. Ashton in Conference Report, Oct. 1990, 24; or
Ensign, Nov. 1990, 20).




CHAPTER 21

Limhi’s people are smitten and defeated
by the Lamanites—Limhi’s people meet
Ammon and dre converted—T hey tell
Ammon of the twenty-four Jaredite
plates. About 122-121 B.C.

AND it came to pass that Limhi and
his people returned to the city of
Nephi, and began to dwell in the
land again in peace.

2 And it came to pass that after
many days the Lamanites began
again to be stirred up in anger
against the Nephites, and they be-
gan to come into the borders of the
land round about.

3 Now they durst not slay them,
because of the “oath which their
king had made unto Limhi; but they
would smite them on their ’cheeks,
and exercise authority over them;
and began to put heavy ‘burdens
upon their backs, and drive them
as they would a dumb ass—

4 Yea, all this was done that the _

“word of the Lord might be ®ful-
filled.

5 And now the afflictions of the
Nephites were great, and there was
no way that they could deliver them-
selves out of their hands, for the
Lamanites had “surrounded them
on every side.

6 And it came to pass that the
people began to murmur with the
king because of their afflictions;
and they began to be desirous to
g0 against them to battle. And they
did afflict the king sorely with their
complaints; therefore he granted
unto them that they should do ac-
cording to their desires.

7 And they gathered themselves
together again, and put on their
armor, and went forth against the

Lamanites to drive them out of their

land.
8 And jtearetopass.that the La-
maniteg fand drove

thembac “andfslevwMany of them.

9 And now thele was a great
‘mourning and lamentation among
the people of Limhi, the widow
mourning for her husband, the
son and the daughter mourning
for their father, and the brothers
for their brethren.

10 Now there were a great many
“wwidows in the land, and they did
cry mightily from day to day, for
a great fear of the Lamanites had
come upon them.

11 And it came to pass that their
continual cries did stir up the re-
mainder of the people of Limhi to
anger agamst the Lamanltes and
wer :lf

‘d those that were not

sl'11n rt’urned again to the city of
Nephi.
13 And they ¢ ld humble them-

selves even to the dust, subjecting
themselves to the “yoke of bondage,

bsubmitting themselves to be smit-
ten, and to be driven to and fro, and
burdened, according to the desires
of their enemies.

14 And they did *humble them-
selves even in the depths of hu-
mility; and they did cry mightily
to God; vea, even all the day long
did they cry unto their God that
he would ®deliver them out of their
afflictions.

15 And now the Lord was “slow
to hear their cry because of their
iniquities; nevertheless the Lord
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did hear their °cries, and began to
soften the hearts of the Lamanites
that they began to ease their bur-
dens; vet the Lord did not see fit to
deliver them out of bondage.

16 And it came to pass that they
began to prosper by degrees in the
land, and began to raise grain more
abundantly, and flocks, and herds,
that they did not suffer with hunger.

17 Now there was a great number
of women, more than there was of
men; ther ef01e King Limhi com-

not perish with hunger; and this
they did because of the greatness of
their number that had been slain.

18 Now the people of Limhi kept
together in a body as much as it was
possible, and secured their grain
and their flocks;

19 And the King himself did not
trust his person without the walls
of the city, unless he took his guards
with him, fearing that he might by
some means fall into the hands of
the Lamanites.

20 And he caused that his people
should watch the land round about,
that by some means they might take
those priests that fled into the wil-
derness, who had stolen the “daugh-
ters of the Lamanites, and that had
caused such a great destruction to
come upon them.

21 For they were desirous to take
them that they might “punish them,;
for they had come into the land
of Nephi by night, and carried off
their grain and many of their pre-
cious things; therefore they laid
walit for them.

22 And it came to pass that there
was no more disturbance between
the Lamanites and the people of

1m-'

Limhi, even until the time that
“Ammon and his brethren came
into the land.

23 And the King having been
without the gates of the city with
his guard, “discovered Ammon and
his brethren; and supposing them
to be priests of Noah therefore he
caused that they should be taken,
and bound, and cast into ®prison.
And had they been the priests of
Noah he would have caused that
they should be put to death.

24 But when he found that they
were not, but that they were his
brethren, and had come from the
aland of Zarahemla, he was filled
with exceedingly great joy.

25 Now king Limhi had sent, pre-
vious to the coming of Ammon, a
2small number of men to ?search
for the land of Zarahemla; but they
could not find it, and they were lost
in the wilderness.

26 Nevertheless, they did find a
land which had been peopled; yea,
a land which was covered with dry
hones; yea, a land which had been
peopled and which had been de-

stro yed; and _the y, having _(_o posed

arrwed in the borders of the land'

not many days before the ’coming{

them, even a record of the people
whose bones they had found and
it was engraven on plates of ore.

28 And now Limhi was again filled
with joy on learning from the mouth
of Ammon that king Mosiah had a
“gift from God, whereby he could
*interpret such engravings; yea, and
Ammon also did rejoice.

29 Yet Ammon and his brethren
were filled with sorrow because so

15b Ex. 3:9(7,9);

| 23a Mosiah 7:10, |

b Mosiah 7:6 (6-11).

2nd Account of Limhi’s Search Party



Limhi, even until the time that
“‘Ammon and his brethren came
into the land.

23 And the King having been
without the gates of the city with
his guard, “discovered Ammon and
his brethren; and supposing them
to be priests of Noah therefore he
caused that they should be taken,
and bound, and cast into ®prison.
And had they been the priests of
Noah he would have caused that
they should be put to death.

24 But when he found that they
were not, but that they were his
brethren, and had come from the
aland of Zarahemla, he was filled
with exceedingly great joy.

25 Now king Limhi had sent, pre-
vious to the coming of Ammon, a
2small number of men to bsearch
for the land of Zarahemla; but they
could not find it, and they were lost
in the wilderness.

26 Nevertheless, they did find a
land which had been peopled; yea,
a land which was covered with dry
“hones; yea, a land which had been
peopled and which had been de-
stroved; and they, having supposed
it to be the land of Zarahemla, re-
turned to the land of Nephi, having
arrived in the borders of the land
not many days before the °coming
of Ammon.

27 And they brought a “record with
them, even a record of the people
whose bones they had found; and
it was engraven on plates of ore.

28 And now Limhi was again filled
with joy on learning from the mouth
of Ammon that king Mosiah had a
“gift from God, whereby he could
*interpret such engravings; vea, and
Ammon also did rejoice.

29 Yet Ammon and his brethren
were filled with sorrow because so

7:10, b Mosmh 7:6 (6-11).
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many of their brethren had been
aslain;

30 And also that king Noah and
his priests had caused the people
to commit so many sins and iniqui-
ties against God; and they also did
mourn for thc “dcath of Abinadi;
and also for the *departure of Alma
and the people that went with him,
who had formed a church of God
through the strength and power of
God, and faith on the words which
had been spoken by Abinadi.

31 Yea, they did mourn for their de-
parture, for they knew not whither
they had fled. 0 the would have

d now since t ecommg of
Ammon, king Limhi had also en-
tered into a covenant with God, and
also many of his people, to serve
him and keep his commandments.

33 And it came to pass that King
Limhiand many of his peopl

was none in the land that had “au-
thority from God. And Ammon de-

34 Therefore ‘they ot' that
time form themselves into a “church,
waiting upon the Spirit of the Lord.
Now they were desirous to become
even as Alma and his brethren, who
had fled into the wilderness.

35 They were desirous to be bap-
tized as a witness and a testimony
that they were willing to serve God
with all their hearts; nevertheless
they did prolong the time; and an
account of their baptism shall be
agiven hereafter.

36 And now all the study of Am-
mon and “his people, and King
Limhi and his people, was to de-
liver themselves out of the hands of
the Lamanites and from *bondage.

A, "tt CvrC

CHAPTER 22

Plans are made for the people to es-
cape from Lamanite bondage—1 he
Lamanites are made drunk—T he peo-
ple escape, return to Zarahemla, and
become subject to King Mosiah. About
121-120 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that Am-
mon and king Limhi began to
consult with the people how they
should “deliver themselves out of
bondage; and even they did cause
that all the people should gather
themselves together; and this they
did that they might have the voice
of the people concerning the matter.

2 And it came to pass that they
could find no way to deliver them-
selves out of bondage, except it were
to take their women and children,
and their flocks, and their herds,
and their tents,and depart into the
wilderness; for the Lamanites being
SO numerous, it was impossible for
the people of Limhi to contend with
them, thinking to deliver themselves
out of bondagc by thc¢ sword.

3 Now it came to pass that *Gideon
went forth and stood before the
king, and said unto him: Now O
King, thou hast hitherto hearkened
unto my words many times when
we have been contending with our
brethren, the Lamanites.

4 And now O King, if thou hast
not found me to be an unprofitable
servant, or if thou hast hitherto lis-
tened to my words in any degree,
and they have been of service to
thee, even so [ desire that thou
wouldst listen to my words at this
time, and I will be thy servant and
deliver this people out of bondage.

5 And the king granted unto him
that he might speak. And Gideon
said unto him:

6 Behold the back pass, through
the back wall, on the back side
of the city. The Lamanites, or the

Limhi’s People Escape and Return to Zarahemla

“guards of the Lamanites, by night
are ®"drunken; therefore let us send a
proclamation among all this people
that they gather together their flocks
and herds, that they may drive them
into the wilderness by night.

7 And I will go according to thy
command and pay the last “tribute
of wine to the Lamanites, and they
will be ®drunken; and we will pass
through the secret pass on the left of
their camp when they are drunken
and asleep.

8 Thus we will depart with our
women and our children, our flocks,
and our herds into the wilderness;
and we will travel around the land
of “Shilom.

9 And it came to pass that the king
hearkened unto the words of Gideon.

10 And king Limhi caused that his
people should gather their flocks
together; and he sent the tribute of
wine to the Lamanites; and he also
sent more wine, as a present unto
them; and they did drink freely
of the wine which king Limhi did
send unto them.

11 And it came to pass that the
people of king Limhi did “depart
by night into the wilderness with
their flocks and their herds, and
they went round about the land
of *Shilom in the wilderness, and
bent their course towards the land
of Zarahemla, being led by Ammon
and his brethren.

12 And they had taken all their
gold, and silver, and their precious
things, which they could carry, and
also their provisions with them, into
the wilderness; and they pursued
their journey.

13 And after being many days in the
wilderness they “arrived in the land
of Zarahemla, and joined Mosiah’s
people, and became his subjects.

14 And it came to pass that Mosiah
“received them with joy; and he also
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many of their brethren had been
aslain;

30 And also that king Noah and
his priests had caused the people
to commit so many sins and iniqui-
ties against God; and they also did
mourn for thc “dcath of Abinadi;
and also for the *departure of Alma
and the people that went with him,
who had formed a church of God
through the strength and power of
God, and faith on the words which
had been spoken by Abinadi.

31 Yea, they did mourn for their de-
parture, for they knew not whither
they had fled. Now they would have
gladly joined with them, for they
themselves had entered into a “cov-
enant with God to serve him and
keep his commandments.

32 And now since the coming of
Ammon, king Limhi had also en-
tered into a covenant with God, and
also many of his people, to serve
him and keep his commandments.

33 And it came to pass that King
Limhiand many of his people were
desirous to be baptized; but there
was none in the land that had “au-
thority from God. And Ammon de-
clined doing this thing, considering
himsell an unworthy servant.

34 Therefore they did not at that
time form themselves into a “church,
waiting upon the Spirit of the Lord.

Now they were desirous to become

even as Alma and his brethren, who
had fled into the wilderness.

35 They were desirous to be bap-
tized as a witness and a testimony
that they were willing to serve God
with all their hearts; nevertheless
they did prolong the time; and an
account of their baptism shall be
agiven hereafter.

36 And now all the study of Am-
mon and “his people, and Kking
Limhi and his people, was to de-
liver themselves out of the hands of
the Lamanites and from *bondage.

CHAPTER 22

Plans are made for the people to es-
cape from Lamanite bondage—T1 he
Lamanites are made drunk—T he peo-
ple escape, return to Zarahemla, and
become subject to King Mosiah. About
121-120 B.C.

AND now it came to pass that Am-
mon and king Limhi began to
consult with the people how they
should “deliver themselves out of
bondage; and even they did cause
that all the people should gather
themselves together; and this they
did that they might have the voice
of the people concerning the matter.

2 And it came to pass that they
could find no way to deliver them-
selves out of bondage, except it were
to take their women and children,
and their flocks, and their herds,
and their tents,and depart into the
wilderness; for the Lamanites being
SO numerous, it was impossible for
the people of Limhi to contend with
them, thinking to deliver themselves
out of bondagc by thc sword.

3 Now it came to pass that “Gideon
went forth and stood before the
king, and said unto him: Now O
King, thou hast hitherto hearkened
unto my words many times when
we have been contendmg with our

4 And now O klng, if thou hast I
¢ not found me to be an unprofitable !
¢ servant, or if thou hast hitherto lis- £
¢ tened to my words in any degree, §
¢ and they have been of service to §
i thee, even so [ desire that thou §
¢ wouldst listen to my words at this
E time, and 1 will be thy servant and §
dellver,thls people out of bondage.

that he mlght speak And Gideon
said unto him:

6 Behold the back pass, through
the back wall, on the back side
of the city. The Lamanites, or the

Limhi’s People Escape and Return to Zarahemla

“guards of the Lamanites, by night
are ®drunken; therefore let us send a
proclamation among all this people
that they gather together their flocks
and herds, that they may drive them
into the wilderness by night.

7 And I will go according to thy
command and pay the last “tribute
of wine to the Lamanites, and they
will be ®drunken; and we will pass
through the secret pass on the left of
their camp when they are drunken
and asleep.

8 Thus we will depart with our
women and our children, our flocks,
and our herds into the wilderness;
and we will travel around the land
of “Shilom.

9 And it came to pass that the king
hearkened unto the words of Gideon.

10 And king Limhi caused that his
people should gather their flocks
together; and he sent the tribute of
wine to the Lamanites; and he also
sent more wine, as a present unto
them; and they did drink freely
of the wine which king Limhi did
send unto them.

11 And it came to pass that the
people of king Limhi did “depart
by night into the wilderness with
their flocks and their herds, and
they went round about the land
of ®*Shilom in the wilderness, and
bent their course towards the land
of Zarahemla, being led by Ammon
and his brethren.

12 And they had taken all their
gold, and silver, and their precious
things, which they could carry, and
also their provisions with them, into
the wilderness; and they pursued
their journey.

13 And after being many days in the
wilderness they “arrived in the land
of Zarahemla, and joined Mosiah’s
people, and became his subjects.

14 And it came to pass that Mosiah
4rcccived them with joy; and he also

received their *records, and also the
‘records which had been found by
the people of Limhi.

15 And now it came to pass when
the Lamanites had found that the
people of Limhi had departed out
of the land by night, that they sent
an “army into the wilderness to
pursue them;

16 And after they had pursued
them two days, they could no lon-
ger follow their tracks; therefore
they were lost in the wilderness.

An account of Alma and the peo-
ple of the Lord, who were driven
into the wilderness by the people
of King Noah.

Comprising chapters 23 and 24.

CHAPTER 23

Alma refuses to be king—He serves as
high priest—The Lord chastens His
people, and the Lamanites conquer the
land of Helam—Amulon, leader of King
Noah’s wicked priests, rules subject to the
Lamanite monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

Now Alma, having been “warned
of the Lord that the armies of king
Noah would come upon them, and
having made it known to his people,
therefore they gathered together
their flocks, and took of their grain,
and departed into the wilderness
before the armies of king Noah.

2 And the Lord did strengthen
them, that the people of king Noah
could not overtake them to destroy
them.

3 And they fled “eight days’ jour-
ney into the wilderness.

4 And they came to a land, yea,
even a very beautiful and pleasant
land, a land of pure water.

5 And they pitched their tents,
and began to till the ground, and
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many of their brethren had been
aslain;

30 And also that king Noah and
his priests had caused the people
to commit so many sins and iniqui-
ties against God; and they also did
mourn for thc “dcath of Abinadi;
and also for the *departure of Alma
and the people that went with him,
who had formed a church of God
through the strength and power of
God, and faith on the WO
had been spoke
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35 B
tizedEaeewitness and a testimony
that they were willing to serve God
with all their hearts; nevertheless
they did prolong the time; and an
account of their baptism shall be
agiven hereafter.

36 And now all the study of Am-
mon and “his people, and king
Limhi and his people, was to de-
liver themselves out of the hands of
the Lamanites and from *bondage.

CHAPTER 22

Plans are made for the people to es-
cape from Lamanite bondage—T1 he
Lamanites are made drunk—T he peo-
ple escape, return to Zarahemla, and
become subject to King Mosiah. About
121-120 B.C.

mon antes

ound me to be an unprofitable
servant, or if thou hast hitherto lis-
tened to my words in any degree,
and they have been of service to
thee, even so [ desire that thou
wouldst listen to my words at this
time, and I will be thy servant and
deliver this people out of bondage.

5 And the king granted unto him
that he might speak. And Gideon
said unto him:

6 Behold the back pass, through
the back wall, on the back side
of the city. The Lamanites, or the

Limhi’s People Escal #* g &8 B

“guards of the Lamanites, by night
are ®drunken; therefore let us send a
proclamation among all this people
that they gather together their flocks
and herds, that they may drive them
into the wilderness by night.

7 And I will go according to thy
command and pay the last “tribute
of wine to the Lamanites, and they
will be ®drunken; and we will pass
through the secret pass on the left of
their camp when they are drunken
and asleep.

8 Thus we will depart with our
women and our children, our flocks,

'nd our herds into the wilderness;

-3\ ud we will travel around the land

*aShilom.
' And it came to pass that the king
arkened unto the words of Gideon.
' And king Limhi caused that his
ple should gather their flocks
‘ther; and he sent the tribute of
> to the Lamanites; and he also
ore wine, as a present unto
and they did drink freely

Bnto them.
d it came to pass that the
®of king Limhi did “depart

iy S # wine which king Limhi did

g y night into the wilderness with

their flocks and their herds, and
they went round about the land
of *Shilom in the wilderness, and
bent their course towards the land
of Zarahemla, being led by Ammon
and his brethren.

12 And they had taken all their
gold, and silver, and their precious
things, which they could carry, and
also their provisions with them, into
the wilderness; and they pursued
their journey.

13 And after being many days in the
wilderness they “arrived in the land
of Zarahemla, and joined Mosiah’s
people, and became his subjects.

14 And it came to pass that Mosiah
“rcceived them with joy; and he also

received their *records, and also the
‘records which had been found by
ThE people of Limhi.

15 And now it came to pass when
the Lamanites had found that the
people of Limhi had departed out
of the land by night, that they sent
an “army into the wilderness to
pursue them;

16 And after they had pursued
them two days, they could no lon-
ger follow their tracks; therefore
they were lost in the wilderness.

An account of Alma and the peo-
ple of the Lord, who were driven
into the wilderness by the people
of King Noah.

Comprising chapters 23 and 24.

CHAPTER 23

Alma refuses to be king—He serves as
high priest—The Lord chastens His
people, and the Lamanites conquer the
land of Helam—Amulon, leader of King
Noah’s wicked priests, rules subject to the
Lamanite monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

Now Alma, having been “warned
of the Lord that the armies of king
Noah would come upon them, and
having made it known to his people,
therefore they gathered together
their flocks, and took of their grain,
and departed into the wilderness
before the armies of king Noah.

2 And the Lord did strengthen
them, that the people of king Noah
could not overtake them to destroy
them.

3 And they fled “eight days’ jour-
ney into the wilderness.

4 And they came to a land, yea,
even a very beautiful and pleasant
land, a land of pure water.

5 And they pitched their tents,
and began to till the ground, and
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the people of Limhi.

15 And now it came to pass when
the Lamanites had found that the
people of Limhi had departed out
of the land by night, that they sent
an “army into the wilderness to
pursue them;

16 And after they had pursued
them two days, they could no lon-
ger follow their tracks; therefore
they were lost in the wilderness.

An account of Alma and the peo-
ple of the Lord, who were driven
into the wilderness by the people
of King Noah.

Comprising chapters 23 and 24.

CHAPTER 23

Alma refuses to be king—He serves as
high priest—The Lord chastens His
people, and the Lamanites conquer the
land of Helam—Amulon, leader of King
Noah’s wicked priests, rules subject to the
Lamanite monarch. About 145-121 B.C.

Now Alma, having been “warned
of the Lord that the armies of king
Noah would come upon them, and
having made it known to his people,
therefore they gathered together
their flocks, and took of their grain,
and *departed into the wilderness
before the armies of king Noah.

2 And the Lord did strengthen
them, that the people of king Noah
could not overtake them to destroy
them.

3 And they fled “eight days’ jour-
ney into the wilderness.

4 And they came to a land, yea,
even a very beautiful and pleasant
land, a land of pure water.

5 And they pitched their tents,
and began to‘tl' | '

ah 19:28; 21:5.
1 55:14 (8-17).

b Mosiah 11:12 (12-13);
Alma 23:12.

15a Mosiah 23:30 (30 39).
23 1a Mosiah 18:34:

Alma and His People Flee

King Noah'’s Forces

Alma Refuses to be King but Serves as High Priest

s; vea, they

began to build buildin
1 “did labor

were “industrious, and
exceedingly,
"6 And the peop [e were desirous

that Alma should be their °king, }

for he was beloved by his people.
7 But he said unto them: Behold,
1t is not expedient that we should
{have a King; for thus saith the Lord: }
' Ye shall “not esteem one flesh above §
tanother, or one man shall not think !
thimself above another;

that ye should have a King,
8 Neve1 theless, if it “were posslble
that ve could always have just men §

fto be your bkings it would be Well

for vou to have a king,

- 9 But remember the “iniquity of 3

klng Noah and his bpriests; and 1
tmyself was ccaught in a snare, and §

it been made free, and that ye trust |

therefore | i n
'1 say unto you it is not expedient #[

r

'did many things which were aboml- -

inable in the sight of the Lord, Wthh
Icaused me sore “repent'lnce

! 10 Nevertheless, “after mu(,h
tbtribulation, the Lord did hear my

icries, and d1d answer my prayers, i

band has made me an Cmstrument
'in his hands in bringing 4so many #
tof you to a knowledge of his truth. §
t 11 Nevertheless, in this I do not
rglory, for I am unworthy to glory
rof myself.

12 And now I say unto vou, ve have

ibeen “oppressed by king Noah, and

‘have been in bondage to him and his
i priests, and have been ®brought into §

tiniquity by them,; therefore ye were §
ibound with the cbands of iniquity.
¢ 13 And now as ye have been deliv-|
ered by the power of God out of these

Sa TG Industry,

b TG Trlbuldtlon

| bonds; yea, even out of the “hands of }
: King Noah and his people, and also !
: from the *bonds of iniquity, even so §
¢ I desire that ye should “stand fast ;
{ in this “liberty wherewith ye have §

f ‘no man to be a kKing over you. !
! 14 And also trust no one to be your |
1§ “teacher nor your minister, except |
|t he be a man of God, walking in his §{
ways and Keeping his command- }

ple that every man should “love
his *neighbor cas himself, that there
should be no “contention among
them.

16 And now, Alma was their “high
priest, he being the founder of their
church.

17 And it came to pass that none
received “authority to preach or to
teach except it were by him from
God. Therefore he bconsecrated all
their priests and all their teachers;
and none were consecrated except
they were just men,

18 Therefore they did watch over
their people, and did “nourish them
with things pertaining to righ-
teousness.

19 And it came to pass that they
began to prosper exceedingly in
the land; and they called the land
“Helam.

20 And it came to pass that they
did multiply and prosper exceed-
ingly in the land of Helam; and they
built a city, which they called the
city of Helam.

21 Nevertheless the Lord seeth fit

‘ 15a TG Love.



Doctrine and Covenants 95:1-2

Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you whom | love, and
whom | love | also chasten that their sins may

be forgiven, for with the chastisement | prepare a way
for their deliverance in all things out of temptation, and
| have loved you—Wherefore, ye must needs be
chastened and stand rebuked before my face;

Alma Refuses to be King but Serves

that ve could always have just men
to be your Pkings it would be well
for vou to have a king,

9 But remember the “iniquity of
King Noah and his bpriests; and 1
myself was ‘caught in a snare, and
did many things which were abomi-
nable in the sight of the Lord, which
caused me sore ‘repentance;

10 Nevertheless, “after much
btribulation, the Lord did hear my
cries, and did answer my pravers,
and has made me an ‘instrument
in his hands in bringing 4so many
of you to a knowledge of his truth.

11 Nevertheless, in this I do not
glory, for I am unworthy to glory
of myself.

12 And now I say unto vou, ve have
been “oppressed by king Noah, and
have been in bondage to him and his
priests, and have been *brought into
iniquity by them; therefore ye were
bound with the “bands of iniquity.

13 And now as ve have been deliv-
ered by the power of God out of these

Ccl1ty of

them.

16 And now, Alma was their “high
priest, he being the founder of their
church.

17 And it came to pass that none
received “authority to preach or to
teach except it were by him from
God. Therefore he tconsecrated all
their priests and all their teachers;
and none were consecrated except
they were just men.,

18 Therefore they did watch over
their people, and did “nourish them
with things pertaining to righ-
teousness.

19 And it came to pass that they
began to prosper exceedingly in
the land; and they called the land
“Helam.

20 And it came to pass that they
did multiply and prosper exceed-
ingly in the land of Helam; and they
built a city, which they called the
21 Nevertheless the Lord seeth fit
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Why the the Lord
Chastens His People

to “chasten his people; yea, he tri-
eth their Ppatience and their faith.

22 Nevertheless—whosoever put-
teth his “trust in him the same shall
be *lifted up at the last day. Yea,
and thus it was with this people.

23 For behold, I will show unto
yvou that they were brought into
“bondage, and none could deliver
them but the Lord their God, vea,
even the God of Abraham and Isaac
and of Jacob.

24 And it came to pass that he did
deliver them, and he did show forth
his mighty power unto them, and
great were their rejoicings.

25 For behold, it came to pass that
while they were in the land of He-
lam, vea, in the city of Helam, while
tilling the land round about, behold
an army of the Lamanites was in
the borders of the land.

26 Now it came to pass that the
brethren of Alma fled from their
fields, and gathered themselves
together in the city of Helam; and
they were much frightened because
of the appearance of the Lamanites.

27 But Alma went forth and stood
among them, and exhorted them
that they should not be frightened,
but that they should remember the
Lord their God and he would de-
liver them.,

28 Therefore they hushed their
fears, and began to cry unto the
Lord that he would soften the hearts
of the Lamanites, that they would
spare them, and their wives, and
their children,

29 And it came to pass that the
Lord did soften the hearts of the
Lamanites. And Alma and his breth-
ren went forth and delivered them-
selves up into their hands; and the
Lamanites took possession of the
land of Helam.

30 Now the 2armies of the Laman-

ites, which had followed after the
people of king Limhi, had been lost
in the wilderness for many days.

31 And behold, they had found
those priests of king Noah, in a
place which they called “Amulon;
and they had begun to possess the
land of Amulon and had begun to
till the ground.

Mosiah 11:21, 23

And except they repent and

turn to the Lord their God,
behold, | will deliver them
iInto the hands of their
enemies; yea, and they
shall be brought

into bondage; and they
shall be afflicted by the
hand of their enemies.

...except this people repent
and turn unto the Lord their
God, they shall be brought
iInto bondage; and none
shall deliver them, except it
be the Lord the Almighty
God.

em the wives and the children
of the guards who had been left in
the land.



“No pain that we suffer, no trial that we experience iIs wasted. It
ministers to our education, to the development of such qualities as
patience, faith, fortitude and humility. All that we suffer and all that we
endure, especially when we endure it patiently, builds up our
characters, purifies our hearts, expands our souls, and makes us more
tender and charitable, more worthy to be called the children of God ...
and it is through sorrow and suffering, toil and tribulation, that we gain
the education that we come here to acquire and which will make us
more like our Father and Mother in heaven”

(Elder Orson F. Whitney, cited in Spencer W. Kimball, Faith Precedes the Miracle [1972],
98).



Lamanite Army Finds

Alma and his People

to “chasten his people; yvea, he tri-
eth their Ppatience and their faith.

22 Nevertheless—whosoever put-
teth his “trust in him the same shall
be *lifted up at the last day. Yea,
and thus it was with this people.

23 For behold, 1 will show unto
yvou that they were brought into
“bondage, and none could deliver
them but the Lord their God, vea,
even the God of Abraham and Isaac
and of Jacob.

24 And it came to pass that he did
deliver them, and he did show forth
his mighty power unto them, and
oreat were their rejoicings.

25 For behold, it came to pass that
while they were in the land of He-
lam, vea, in the city of Helam, while
tilling the land round about, behold
an army of the Lamanites was in
the borders of the land.

26 Now it came to pass that the
brethren of Alma fled from their
fields, and gathered themselves
together in the city of Helam; and
they were much frightened because
of the appearance of the Lamanites.

27 But Alma went forth and stood
among them, and exhorted them
that they should not be frightened,
but that they should remember the
Lord their God and he would de-
liver them.

28 Therefore they hushed their
fears, and began to cry unto the
Lord that he would soften the hearts
of the Lamanites, that they would
spare them, and their wives, and
their children,

29 And it came to pass that the
Lord did soften the hearts of the
Lamanites. And Alma and his breth-
ren went forth and delivered them-
selves up into their hands; and the
Lamanites took possession of the
land of Helam.

30 Now the ¢armies of the Laman- |

ites, which had followed after the
people of king Limhi, had been lost
in the wilderness for many days.

31 And behold, they had found
those priests of king Noah, in a
place which they called “Amulon;
and they had begun to possess the
land of Amulon and had begun to
till the ground.

32 Now the name of the leader of
those priests was “Amulon,

33 And it came to pass that Amulon
did plead with the Lamanites; and
he also sent forth their wives, who
were the “daughters of the Laman-
ites, to plead with their brethren,
that they should not destroy their
husbands.

34 And the Lamanites had “com-
passion on Amulon and his brethren,
and did not destroy them, because
of their wives.

35 And “Amulon and his brethren
did join the Lamanites, and they
were traveling in the wilderness in
search of the land of Nephi when
they discovered the land of Helam,
which was possessed by Alma and
his brethren.

36 And it came to pass that the La-
manites promised unto Alma and
his brethren, that if they would show
them the “way which led to the land
of Nephi that they would grant unto
them their lives and their liberty.

37 But after Alma had shown
them the way that led to the land
of Nephi the Lamanites would not
keep their promise; but they set
2gnards round about the land of
Helam, over Alma and his brethren.

38 And the remainder of them
went to the land of Nephi; and a
part of them returned to the land
of Helam, and also brought with
them the wives and the children
of the guards who had been left in
the land.

Lamanite Army’s Story

Alma and His People

Bondage

In

39 And the King of the Lamanites
had granted unto Amulon that he
should be a king and a ruler over
his people, who were in the land
of Helam; nevertheless he should
have no power to do anything con-
trary to the will of the king of the
Lamanites.

CHAPTER 24

Amulon persecutes Alma and his peo-
ple—They are to be put to death if they
pray—The Lord makes their burdens
seem light—He delivers them from
bondage, and they return to Zarahemla.
About 145-120 B.C.

AND it came to pass that Amulon
did gain favor in the eyes of the
king of the Lamanites; therefore,
the king of the Lamanites granted
unto him and his brethren that they
should be appointed teachers over
his people, vea, even over the people
who were In the land of Shemlon,
and in the land of Shilom, and in
the “land of Amulon.

2 For the Lamanites had taken pos-
session of all these lands; therefore,
the King of the Lamanites had ap-
pointed Kings over all these lands.

3 And now the name of the King
of the Lamanites was “Laman, be-
ing called after the name of his
father; and therefore he was called
king Laman. And he was king over
a numerous people.

4 And he appointed “teachers of
the *brethren of Amulon in every
land which was possessed by his
people; and thus the clanguage of
Nephi began to be taught among all
the people of the Lamanites.

5 And they were a people friendly
one with another; nevertheless
they knew not God; neither did the
brethren of Amulon teach them

anything concerning the Lord their

God, neither the law of Moses; nor
did they teach them the words of
Abinadi;

6 But they taught them that they
should keep their record, and that
they might write one to another.

7 And thus the Lamanites began
to increase in riches, and began to
“trade one with another and wax
great, and began to be a cunning
and a wise people, as to the wisdom
of the world, yvea, a very cunning
people, delighting in all manner of
wickedness and plunder, except it
were among their own brethren.

8 And now it came to pass that
sAmulon began to exercise Pauthor-
ity over Alma and his brethren, and
began to persecute him, and cause
that his children should persecute
their children.

9 For Amulon knew Alma, that he
had been 2one of the King’s priests,
and that it was he that believed the
words of Abinadi and was driven
out before the king, and therefore
he was wroth with him; for he was
subject to king Laman, yet he exer-
cised authority over them, and put
btasks upon them, and put °task-
masters over them.

10 And it came to pass that so great
were their afflictions that they be-
gan to ¢cry mightily to God.

11 And Amulon commanded them
that they should stop their cries; and
he “put guards over them to watch
them, that whosoever should be
found calling upon God should
be put to death.

12 And Alma and his people did
not raise their voices to the Lord
their God, but did pour out their
“hearts to him; and he did know the
bthoughts of their hearts.

13 And it “came to pass that the
voice of the Lord came to them in
their afflictions, saying: Lift up






Lamanite Army Finds

Alma and his People

to “chasten his people; yvea, he tri-
eth their Ppatience and their faith.

22 Nevertheless—whosoever put-
teth his “trust in him the same shall
be *lifted up at the last day. Yea,
and thus it was with this people.

23 For behold, 1 will show unto
yvou that they were brought into
“bondage, and none could deliver
them but the Lord their God, vea,
even the God of Abraham and Isaac
and of Jacob.

24 And it came to pass that he did
deliver them, and he did show forth
his mighty power unto them, and
oreat were their rejoicings.

25 For behold, it came to pass that
while they were in the land of He-
lam, vea, in the city of Helam, while
tilling the land round about, behold
an army of the Lamanites was in
the borders of the land.

26 Now it came to pass that the
brethren of Alma fled from their
fields, and gathered themselves
together in the city of Helam; and
they were much frightened because
of the appearance of the Lamanites.

27 But Alma went forth and stood
among them, and exhorted them
that they should not be frightened
but that they should

Lord their God and he would”

28 Therefore they hushed their
fears, and began to cry unto the
Lord that he would soften the hearts

of the Lamanites, that they would

spare them, and their wives, and
their children,

29 And it came to pass that the
Lord did soften the hearts of the
Lamanites. And Alma and his breth-
ren went forth and delivered them-
selves up into their hands; and the
Lamanites took possession of the
land of Helam.

30 Now the 2armies of the Laman- |

ites, which had followed after the
people of king Limhi, had been lost
in the wilderness for many days.

31 And behold, they had found
those priests of king Noah, in a
place which they called “Amulon;
and they had begun to possess the
land of Amulon and had begun to
till the ground.

32 Now the name of the leader of
those priests was “Amulon,

33 And it came to pass that Amulon
did plead with the Lamanites; and
he also sent forth their wives, who
were the “daughters of the Laman-
ites, to plead with their brethren,
that they should not destroy their
husbands.

34 And the Lamanites had “com-
passion on Amulon and his brethren,
and did not destroy them, because
of their wives.

35 And “Amulon and his brethren
did join the Lamanites, and they
were traveling in the wilderness in
search of the land of Nephi when
they discovered the land of Helam,
which was possessed by Alma and
his brethren.

36 And it came to pass that the La-
manites promised unto Alma and
his brethren, that if they would show
them the “way which led to the land
of Nephi that they would grant unto
them their lives and their liberty.

37 But after Alma had shown
them the way that led to the land
of Nephi the Lamanites would not
keep their promise; but they set
2gyards round about the land of
Helam, over Alma and his brethren.

38 And the remainder of them
went to the land of Nephi; and a
part of them returned to the land
of Helam, and also brought with
them the wives and the children
of the guards who had been left in
the land.
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39 And the King of the Lamanites
had granted unto Amulon that he
should be a king and a ruler over
his people, who were in the land
of Helam; nevertheless he should
have no power to do anything con-
trary to the will of the king of the
Lamanites.

CHAPTER 24

Amulon persecutes Alma and his peo-
ple—They are to be put to death if they
pray—The Lord makes their burdens
seem light—He delivers them from
bondage, and they return to Zarahemla.
About 145-120 B.C.

AND it came to pass that Amulon
did gain favor in the eyes of the
king of the Lamanites; therefore,
the king of the Lamanites granted
unto him and his brethren that they
should be appointed teachers over
his people, vea, even over the people
who were In the land of Shemlon,
and in the land of Shilom, and in
the “land of Amulon.

2 For the Lamanites had taken pos-
session of all these lands; therefore,
the King of the Lamanites had ap-
pointed Kings over all these lands.

3 And now the name of the King
of the Lamanites was “Laman, be-
ing called after the name of his
father; and therefore he was called
king Laman. And he was king over
a numerous people.

4 And he appointed “teachers of
the *brethren of Amulon in every
land which was possessed by his
people; and thus the clanguage of
Nephi began to be taught among all
the people of the Lamanites.

5 And they were a people friendly
one with another; nevertheless
they knew not God; neither did the
brethren of Amulon teach them

anything concerning the Lord their

God, neither the law of Moses; nor
did they teach them the words of
Abinadi;

6 But they taught them that they
should keep their record, and that
they might write one to another.

7 And thus the Lamanites began
to increase in riches, and began to
“trade one with another and wax
great, and began to be a cunning
and a wise people, as to the wisdom
of the world, yvea, a very cunning
people, delighting in all manner of
wickedness and plunder, except it
were among their own brethren.

8 And now it came to pass that
sAmulon began to exercise Pauthor-
ity over Alma and his brethren, and
began to persecute him, and cause
that his children should persecute
their children.

9 For Amulon knew Alma, that he
had been 2one of the King’s priests,
and that it was he that believed the
words of Abinadi and was driven
out before the king, and therefore
he was wroth with him; for he was
subject to king Laman, yet he exer-
cised authority over them, and put
btasks upon them, and put °task-
masters over them.

10 And it came to pass that so great
were their afflictions that they be-
gan to ¢cry mightily to God.

11 And Amulon commanded them
that they should stop their cries; and
he “put guards over them to watch
them, that whosoever should be
found calling upon God should
be put to death.

12 And Alma and his people did
not raise their voices to the Lord
their God, but did pour out their
“hearts to him; and he did know the
bthoughts of their hearts.

13 And it “came to pass that the
voice of the Lord came to them in
their afflictions, saying: Lift up
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39 And the King of the Lamanites
had granted unto Amulon that he
should be a king and a ruler over
his people, who were in the land
of Helam; nevertheless he should
have no power to do anything con-
trary to the will of the king of the
Lamanites.

CHAPTER 24

Amulon persecutes Alma and his peo-
ple—They are to be put to death if they
pray—The Lord makes their burdens
seem light—He delivers them from
bondage, and they return to Zarahemla.
About 145-120 B.C.

AND it came to pass that Amulon
did gain favor in the eyes of the
king of the Lamanites; therefore,
the king of the Lamanites granted
unto him and his brethren that they
should be appointed teachers over
his people, vea, even over the people
who were in the land of Shemlon,
and in the land of Shilom, and in
the ¢“land of Amulon.

2 For the Lamanites had taken pos-
session of all these lands; therefore,
the King of the Lamanites had ap-

of the Lamanites was “Laman, be-
ing called after the name of his
father; and therefore he was called
king Laman. And he was King over
a numerous people.

4 And he appointed “teachers of
the *brethren of Amulon in every
land which was possessed by his
people; and thus the lang
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they were a people friendly
one with another; nevertheless
they knew not God; neither did the
brethren of Amulon teach them
anything concerning the Lord their

God, neither the law of Moses; nor
did they teach them the words of
Abinadi;

6 But they taught them that they
should keep their record, and that
they might write one to another.

7 And thus the Lamanites began
to increase in riches, and began to
“trade one with another and wax
great, and began to be a cunning
and a wise people, as to the wisdom
of the world, vea, a very cunning
people, delighting in all manner of
wickedness and plunder, except it
were among their own brethren.

8 And now it came to pass that
sAmulon began to exercise Pauthor-
ity over Alma and his brethren, and
began to persecute him, and cause
that his children should persecute
5171 [ {5 e

9 For Amulon knew Alma, that he
had been ?one of the King’s priests,
and that it was he that believed the
words of Abinadi and was driven
out before the king, and therefore
he was wroth with him; for he was
subject to king Laman, yet he exer-
cised authority over them, and put
btasks upon them, and put °ctask-
masters over them.

10 And it came to pass that so great
were their afflictions that they be-
gan to ¢cry mightily to God.

11 And Amulon commanded them
that they should stop their cries; and
he “put guards over them to watch
them, that whosoever should be
found calling upon God should
be put to death.

12 And Alma and his people did
not raise their voices to the Lord
their God, but did pour out their
“hearts to him; and he did know the
bthoughts of their hearts.

13 And it “came to pass that the
voice of the Lord came to them in
their afflictions, saying: Lift up
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Alma’s People Persecuted but

Strengthened

Alma’s People Delivered

your heads and be of good comfort,
for I know of the covenant which
yve have made unto me; and I will
covenant with my people and de-

Nem o1t DO

¥ know of a surety that I, the Lord
¢ God, do visit my people in their §
z cafflictions. j
. 15 And now it came to pass that {
i the burdens which were laid upon §
¥ Alma and his brethren were made §
¢ light; yea, the Lord did “strengthen }
¢t them that they could bear up their }
t Yburdens with ease, and they did §
7 submit cheerfully and with °pa- |
g tience to all the will of the Lord. |
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great was their faith and their pa-
tience that the voice of the Lord
came unto them again, saying: Be
of good comfort, for on the morrow
I will deliver you out of bondage.

17 And he said unto Alma: Thou
shalt go before this people, and I
will go *with thee and deliver this
people out of *bondage.

18 Now it came to pass that Alma
and his people in the night-time
gathered their flocks together, and
also of their grain; yea, even all the
night-time were they gathering their
flocks together.

19 And in the morning the Lord
caused a *deep sleep to come upon
the Lamanites, yea, and all their
task-masters were in a profound
sleep.

20 And Alma and his people de-
parted into the wilderness; and
when they had traveled all day
they pitched their tents in a valley,

and they called the valley Alma,
because he led their way in the
wilderness.

21 Yea, and in the valley of Alma

Sverthem out of bondace .1 they poured out their “thanks to
' 14 And I will also ease the “bur- ;
t dens which are put upon vour }
¢ shoulders, that even you cannot feel §
i them upon your backs, even while §
t yvou are in bondage; and this will I |
¥ do that ve may stand as ®witnesses {

God because he had been merciful
unto them, and eased their ?bur-
dens, and had delivered them out
of bondage; for they were in bond-
age, and none could deliver them
except it were the Lord their God.

22 And they gave “thanks to God,
vea, all their men and all their
women and all their children that

i could speak lifted their voices in

the praises of their God.

23 And now the Lord said unto
Alma: Haste thee and get thou and
this people out of this land, for the
Lamanites have awakened and do
pursue thee; therefore get thee out
of this land, and I will stop the
Lamanites in this valley that they
come no further in pursuit of this
people.

24 And it came to pass that they
departed out of the valley, and took
their journey into the wilderness.

25 And after they had been in
the wilderness “twelve days they
arrived in the land of Zarahemla;
and king Mosiah did also °receive
them with joy.

CHAPTER 25

The descendants of Mulek at Zarahemla
become Nephites—They learn of the
people of Alma and of Zeniff—Alma
baptizes Limhi and all his people—
Mosiah authorizes Alma to organize the
Church of God. About 120 B.C.

AND now king Mosiah caused that
all the people should be gathered
together,

2 Now there were not so many of
the children of Nephi, or so many
of those who were descendants of
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“Problems or trials in our lives need to be viewed In the
perspective of scriptural doctrine. Otherwise they can
easily overtake our vision, absorb our energy, and deprive
us of the joy and beauty the Lord intends us to receive here
on earth. Some people are like rocks thrown into a sea of
problems. They are drowned by them. Be a cork. When
submerged in a problem, fight to be free to bob up to serve
again with happiness. ...

“The Lord is intent on your personal growth and
development. That progress Is accelerated when you
willingly allow Him to lead you through every growth
experience you encounter, whether initially it be to your
Individual liking or not. When you trust in the Lord, when
you are willing to let your heart and your mind be centered
in His will, when you ask to be led by the Spirit to do His
will, you are assured of the greatest happiness along the
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again with happi_ness.

“The Lord is intent on your personal growth and
development. That progress Is accelerated when you
willingly allow Him to lead you through every growth
experience you encounter, whether initially it be to your
individual liking or not. When you trust in the Lord, when
you are willing to let your heart and your mind be centered
in His will, when you ask to be led by the Spirit to do His
will, you are assured of the greatest happiness along the
way and the most fulfilling attainment from this mortal
experience. If you question everything you are asked to do,
or dig In your heels at every unpleasant challenge, you
make it harder for the Lord to bless you [see 1 Nephi 3:7]”

(Elder Richard G. Scott in Conference Report, Apr. 1996, 32-33; or
Ensign, May 1996, 24-25).
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39 And the King of the Lamanites
had granted unto Amulon that he
should be a king and a ruler over
his people, who were in the land
of Helam; nevertheless he should
have no power to do anything con-
trary to the will of the king of the
Lamanites.

CHAPTER 24

Amulon persecutes Alma and his peo-
ple—They are to be put to death if they
pray—The Lord makes their burdens
seem light—He delivers them from
bondage, and they return to Zarahemla.
About 145-120 B.C.

AND it came to pass that Amulon
did gain favor in the eyes of the
king of the Lamanites; therefore,
the king of the Lamanites granted
unto him and his brethren that they
should be appointed teachers over
his people, vea, even over the people
who were in the land of Shemlon,
and in the land of Shilom, and in
the ¢“land of Amulon.

2 For the Lamanites had taken pos-
Sess 10n of all these lands; therefore,
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of the Lamanites was “Laman, be-
ing called after the name of his
father; and therefore he was called
king Laman. And he was King over
a numerous people.

4 And he appointed “teachers of
the *brethren of Amulon in every
land which was possessed by his
people and thus the °lan

they Wer' a'peo‘ "rlendly
one with another; nevertheless
they knew not God; neither did the
brethren of Amulon teach them
anything concerning the Lord their

1age of

God, neither the law of Moses; nor
did they teach them the words of
Abinadi;

6 But they taught them that they
should keep their record, and that
they might write one to another.

7 And thus the Lamanites began
to increase in riches, and began to
“trade one with another and wax
great, and began to be a cunning
and a wise people, as to the wisdom
of the world, vea, a very cunning
people, delighting in all manner of
wickedness and plunder, except it
were among their own brethren.

8 And now it came to pass that
sAmulon began to exercise Pauthor-
ity over Alma and his brethren, and
began to persecute him, and cause
that his children should persecute

9TFor Kmulon knew Alma, that he
had been ?one of the King’s priests,
and that it was he that believed the
words of Abinadi and was driven
out before the king, and therefore
he was wroth with him; for he was
subject to king Laman, yet he exer-
cised authority over them, and put
btasks upon them, and put °ctask-
masters over them.

10 And it came to pass that so great
were their afflictions that they be-
gan to ¢cry mightily to God.

11 And Amulon commanded them
that they should stop their cries; and
he “put guards over them to watch
them, that whosoever should be
found calling upon God should
be put to death.

12 And Alma and his people did
not raise their voices to the Lord
their God, but did pour out their
“hearts to him; and he did know the
*thoughts of their hearts.

13 And it “came to pass that the
voice of the Lord came to them in
their afflictions, saying: Lift up
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your heads and be of good comfort,
for I know of the covenant which
yve have made unto me; and I will
covenant with my people and de-
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great was their faith and their pa-
tience that the voice of the Lord
came unto them again, saying: Be
of good comfort, for on the morrow
I will deliver you out of bondage.

17 And he said unto Alma: Thou
shalt go before this people, and I
will go *with thee and deliver this
people out of *bondage.

18 Now it came to pass that Alma
and his people in the night-time
gathered their flocks together, and
also of their grain; yea, even all the
night-time were they gathering their
flocks together.

19 And in the morning the Lord
Laused a “deep sleep to come upon
1¢ Lamanites, vea, and all their
task-masters were in a profound
sleep.

20 And Alma and his people de-
parted into the wilderness; and
when they had traveled all day
they pitched their tents in a valley,

and they called the valley Alma,
because he led their way in the
wilderness.

21 Yea, and in the valley of Alma

ALVET 0.0 alats XS . - they poured out their ¢thanks to
i 14 And I will also ease the “bur- 1
t dens which are put upon your 1
¢ shoulders, that even you cannot feel §
i them upon your backs, even while §
' you are in bondage; and this will I |
» do that ve may stand as *witnesses {
i for me hereafter, and that ye may |
¥ know of a surety that I, the Lord
¢ God, do visit my people in their §
z cafflictions. j
. 15 And now it came to pass that {
i the burdens which were laid upon §
¥ Alma and his brethren were made §
¢ light; yea, the Lord did “strengthen }
¢t them that they could bear up their }
t *burdens with ease, and they did :
’ submit cheerfully and with °pa- |
¢ tience to all the w1jl» of_ the Lord -
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God because he had been merciful
unto them, and eased their ?bur-
dens, and had delivered them out
of bondage; for they were in bond-
age, and none could deliver them
except it were the Lord their God.

22 And they gave “thanks to God,
vea, all their men and all their
women and all their children that

i could speak lifted their voices in

the praises of their God.

23 And now the Lord said unto
Alma: Haste thee and get thou and
this people out of this land, for the
Lamanites have awakened and do
pursue thee; therefore get thee out
of this land, and I will stop the
Lamanites in this valley that they
come no further in pursuit of this
people.

24 And it came to pass that they
departed out of the valley, and took

the1r ourney into the wilderness.

y 3
{ the wilderness “twelve days they §
F arrived in the land of Zarahemla; §

and king Mosiah did also ®receive }
¢ them W1th JOY |

CHAPTER 25 ‘

The descendants of Mulek at Zarahemla
become Nephites—They learn of the
people of Alma and of Zeniff—Alma
baptizes Limhi and all his people—
Mosiah authorizes Alma to organize the
Church of God. About 120 B.C.

AND now king Mosiah caused that
all the people should be gathered
together,

2 Now there were not so many of
the children of Nephi, or so many
of those who were descendants of
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