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Teasing -  
vexing with importunity.

Webster’s Dictionary 1828

Importunity -  
urgent request; 
application for a claim or 
favor, which is urged with 
troublesome frequency or 
pertinacity.

Pertinacious -  
Holding or adhering to 
any opinion, purpose or 
design with obstinacy
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Mosiah 21:29-31 
Ammon mourns with 
them over their hardships



The Route they were 
hoping to take…

What happened 
instead…





Am
m

on
 te

ac
he

s 
Li

m
h’

s 
Pe

op
le

D
is

co
ve

rin
g 

th
e 

Ja
re

di
te

s
O

f S
ee

rs

O
f S

ee
rs

Li
m

hi
 P

ra
is

es
 G

od



Discovering the Lost Plates

Ether 15:33
Ether 13:13-14

Mosiah 8:7-11;(21:25-27)
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Originally given by the Lord 
to the Brother of Jared 

(Ether 3:23-24; D&C 17:1)

Mosiah  
Used them to interpret 

the Stone of Coriantumr

(Omni 1:20)

Mosiah II 
(Mosiah 8:13–18)

Moroni 
(Mormon 8:4, 13–14) it 

seems he also buried the 
interpreters (D&C 17:1)

Joseph Smith 
(D&C 17:1)

The Interpreters



“The scriptures speak of prophets as ‘watch[men] upon 
the tower’ who see ‘the enemy while he [is] yet afar off’ 
and who have ‘beheld also things which were not visible 
to the natural eye . . . [for] a seer hath the Lord raised up 
unto his people.’ 

“[Many years ago] the Brethren warned us of the 
disintegration of the family and told us to prepare. . . . 
The weekly family home evening was introduced by the 
First Presidency. . . . Parents are provided with excellent 
materials for teaching their children, with a promise that 
the faithful will be blessed. 

“While the doctrines and revealed organization remain 
unchanged, all agencies of the Church have been 
reshaped in their relationship to one another and to the 
home. . . . The entire curriculum of the Church was 
overhauled—based on scriptures. . . . And years were 
spent preparing new editions of the Bible, the Book of 



home. . . . The entire curriculum of the Church was 
overhauled—based on scriptures. . . . And years were 
spent preparing new editions of the Bible, the Book of 
Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of 
Great Price. . . . 

“We can only imagine where we would be if we were just 
now reacting to [the] terrible redefinition of the family. 
But that is not the case. We are not casting frantically 
about, trying to decide what to do. We know what to do 
and what to teach. . . . 

“The course we follow is not of our own making. The 
plan of salvation, the great plan of happiness, was 
revealed to us, and the prophets and Apostles continue 
to receive revelation as the Church and its members 
stand in need of more”  

(Elder Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Apr. 1994, 24–25; or 
Ensign, May 1994, 20). 



“Positioned between the large group of topis and the 
approaching cheetahs were several older and stronger 
topis standing as sentinels on termite mounds. The 
enhanced view of the grasslands from the small hills 
enabled these guardian topis to watch for signs of danger. 

Then suddenly, as the cheetahs appeared to be within 
striking distance, the entire group of topis turned and ran 
away. I do not know if or how the sentinel topis 
communicated with the larger group, but somehow a 
warning was given, and all the topis moved to a place of 
safety. 
…. 
Constant vigilance is required to counteract complacency 
and casualness. To be vigilant is the state or action of 
keeping careful watch for possible danger or difficulties. 
And keeping watch denotes the act of staying awake to 
guard and protect. Spiritually speaking, we need to stay 
awake and be alert to the promptings of the Holy Ghost 



Then suddenly, as the cheetahs appeared to be within 
striking distance, the entire group of topis turned and ran 
away. I do not know if or how the sentinel topis 
communicated with the larger group, but somehow a 
warning was given, and all the topis moved to a place of 
safety. 
…. 
Constant vigilance is required to counteract complacency 
and casualness. To be vigilant is the state or action of 
keeping careful watch for possible danger or difficulties. 
And keeping watch denotes the act of staying awake to 
guard and protect. Spiritually speaking, we need to stay 
awake and be alert to the promptings of the Holy Ghost 
and the signals that come from the Lord’s watchmen on 
the towers.” 

(Elder David A. Bednar in General Conference Oct 2019 “Watchful 
Unto Prayer Continually”)
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Translated from 
the plates
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“Your Heavenly Father assigned you to be born into a 
specific lineage from which you received your inheritance 
of race, culture, and traditions. That lineage can provide a 
rich heritage and great reasons to rejoice. Yet you have 
the responsibility to determine if there is any part of that 
heritage that must be discarded because it works against 
the Lord’s plan of happiness. 

“You may ask how can one determine when a tradition is 
in conflict with the teachings of the Lord and should be 
abandoned? That is not easily done. I have found how 
difficult it is as I work to overcome some of my own 
incorrect traditions. … Customs and traditions become an 
inherent part of us. They are not easy to evaluate 
objectively. Carefully study the scriptures and counsel of 
the prophets to understand how the Lord wants you to 
live. Then evaluate each part of your life and make any 
adjustments needed. Seek help from another you respect 
who has been able to set aside some deeply held 



inherent part of us. They are not easy to evaluate 
objectively. Carefully study the scriptures and counsel of 
the prophets to understand how the Lord wants you to 
live. Then evaluate each part of your life and make any 
adjustments needed. Seek help from another you respect 
who has been able to set aside some deeply held 
convictions or traditions that are not in harmony with the 
Lord’s plan. … 

“Is yours a culture where the husband exerts a 
domineering, authoritarian role, making all of the 
important decisions for the family? That pattern needs to 
be tempered so that both husband and wife act as equal 
partners, making decisions in unity for themselves and 
their family. … 

“These are other traditions that should be set aside—any 
aspect of heritage: 

“That would violate the Word of Wisdom. 



important decisions for the family? That pattern needs to 
be tempered so that both husband and wife act as equal 
partners, making decisions in unity for themselves and 
their family. … 

“These are other traditions that should be set aside—any 
aspect of heritage: 

“That would violate the Word of Wisdom. 

“That is based on forcing others to comply by the power of 
station often determined by heredity. 

“That encourages the establishment of caste systems. 

“That breeds conflict with other cultures”  

(Elder Richard G. Scott in Conference Report, Apr. 1998, 112–13; or 
Ensign, May 1998, 86).
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