




There is further symbolic significance in the cultivation of an olive tree. If the 
green slip of an olive tree is merely planted and allowed to grow, it develops 
into the wild olive, a bush that grows without control into a tangle of limbs 
and branches producing only a small, worthless fruit (see Harold N. and Alma 
L. Moldenke, Plants of the Bible, p. 159). 

To become the productive “tame” olive tree, the main stem of the wild tree 
must be cut back completely and a branch from a tame olive tree grafted into 
the stem of the wild one. With careful pruning and cultivating the tree will 
begin to produce its first fruit in about seven years, but it will not become fully 
productive for nearly fifteen years. 

In other words, the olive tree cannot become productive by itself; it requires 
grafting by the husbandman to bring it into production. 

Throughout its history Israel has demonstrated the remarkable aptness 
characterized by the symbol of the olive tree. When they gave themselves to 
their God for pruning and grafting the Israelites prospered and bore much 
fruit, but when they turned from Christ, the Master of the vineyard, and 



Throughout its history Israel has demonstrated the remarkable aptness 
characterized by the symbol of the olive tree. When they gave themselves to 
their God for pruning and grafting the Israelites prospered and bore much 
fruit, but when they turned from Christ, the Master of the vineyard, and 
sought to become their own source of life and sustenance they became wild 
and unfruitful. 

Two other characteristics of the olive tree further illustrate how it is an 
appropriate symbol for Israel. First, though requiring nearly fifteen years to 
come into full production, an olive tree may produce fruit for centuries. Some 
trees now growing in the Holy Land have been producing fruit abundantly for 
at least four hundred years. 

The second amazing quality of the tree is that as it finally grows old and 
begins to die, the roots send up a number of new green shoots that, if grafted 
and pruned, will mature into full-grown olive trees. The root of the tree will 
also send up shoots after the tree is cut down. Thus, while the tree itself may 
produce fruit for centuries, the root of the tree may go on producing fruit and 
new trees for millennia. 
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It is believed that some of the ancient olive trees located in Israel today have 
come from trees that were ancient during Christ’s mortal ministry. How can 
Israel be compared to an olive tree, which time and again seems to have been 
cut down, and destroyed, yet, each time a new tree springs forth from the 
roots?



First Visit
Before the Time of Christ (verses 3–14)

Second Visit
The Time of Christ  
(verses 15–28)
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The Great Apostasy 
(verses 29–49)

Fourth Visit
The Restoration of the Gospel 
(verses 50–76)
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(verses 76–77)

God sees the apostasy of ancient Israel. He sends prophets 
to cry repentance, but few people listen. He allows the wicked 
to be destroyed and brings in the Gentiles. A few righteous 
branches of Israel are scattered around the world.

As Christ's Church 
spreads, Israel and most 
of the scattered branches 
produce good fruit.

All the fruit becomes 
corrupt, including the 
natural branches that were 
scattered.

Scattered Israel is gathered, and the 
gospel is taken to all the world. As 
righteousness increases, the wicked are 
destroyed until no wickedness remains 
(the Second Coming of Jesus Christ). 

Righteousness prevails. When 
evil again enters the world, God 
will separate the righteous from 
the wicked and cleanse the 
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Tame olive tree (Israel) is 
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master prunes and fertilizes; 
a few new branches grow, 
but the top is still dying 
(verses 4–6)

Main branches are removed, 
and wild branches are grafted 
in; tender branches are 
hidden (verses 7–14)

Good fruit (verses 15–18) Evil fruit, but the roots are 
still good (verses 29–37)

Wild branches are 
burned (verses 58, 
65–66)

All trees become as one and 
bear natural fruit (verses 74–76)

Withered branches are 
burned (verses 7, 9)

Poor ground, good fruit 
(verses 20–22)

Evil fruit (verses 39, 46) Good fruit will be gathered out 
and the vineyard will be burned 
(verse 77)

Poorer ground, good fruit 
(verse 23)

Evil fruit (verses 39, 46)

Wild olive tree (Gentiles; 
verses 7, 9)
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mentioned again)

Good ground, good and  
bad fruit (verse 25) 

Evil fruit (verses 39, 46)
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B
ranches of the original tree are grafted into the scattered trees (verses 54–56)
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…I beseech of you that ye do 
not  procrastinate  the day of 
your  repentance  until the 
end; for after this day of life, 
which is given us to prepare 
for eternity, behold, if we do 
not improve our time while in 
t h i s l i f e , t h e n c o m e t h 
the night of darkness wherein 
t h e re c a n b e n o l a b o r 
performed.



“A man is his own tormentor and his own 
condemner. Hence the saying, They shall go 
into the lake that burns with fire and 
brimstone. The torment of disappointment in 
the mind of man is as exquisite as a lake 
burning with fire and brimstone”  
(Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 6:314).



Ja
co

b 
In

te
rp

re
ts

 th
e 

Al
le

go
ry

 o
f Z

en
os

Pleasing vs. Pleading 
Interested? See link in the 
description
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Sherem the Anti-Christ by Robert L Millet 
Characteristics of an Anti-Christ 

• They Deny the Need for Jesus Christ: 

• They Accuse the Brethren of Teaching False Doctrine. 
• “That man who rises up to condemn others,” Joseph Smith taught, “finding fault with the 

Church, saying that they are out of the way, while he himself is righteous, then know 
assuredly, that that man is in the high road to apostasy; and if he does not repent, will 
apostatize, as God lives” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith 156–57; see also 193; 
hereafter TPJS).


• They Have a Limited View of Reality. 

• They Have a Disposition to Misread and Thereby 
Misrepresent the Scriptures. 

• They Are Sign Seekers.
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“There is not anything in this world of as 
great importance to us as obedience to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Let us search these 
scriptures. Let us know what the Lord has 
revealed. Let us put our lives in harmony 
with his truth. Then we will not be 
deceived”  

(Joseph Fielding Smith, “Doctrines of Salvation,” comp. Bruce 
R. McConkie, 3 vols. [1954–56], 1:301). 
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“1. What do the standard works have to say about it? … 

“The Book of Mormon, Brigham Young said, was written on 
the tablets of his heart and no doubt helped save him from 
being deceived. … 

“2. The second guide is: what do the latter-day Presidents 
of the Church have to say on the subject—particularly the 
living President? … 

“3. The third and final test is the Holy Ghost—the test of the 
Spirit. … This test can only be fully effective if one’s 
channels of communication with God are clean and 
virtuous and uncluttered with sin. Said Brigham Young: 



“3. The third and final test is the Holy Ghost—the test of the 
Spirit. … This test can only be fully effective if one’s 
channels of communication with God are clean and 
virtuous and uncluttered with sin. Said Brigham Young: 

“‘You may know whether you are led right or wrong … for 
every principle God has revealed carries its own 
convictions of its truth to the human mind. … 

“‘What a pity it would be if we were led by one man to utter 
destruction!’”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Oct. 1963, 16–17). 
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“Signs flow from faith. They may incidentally 
have the effect of strengthening the faith of 
those who are already spiritually inclined, but 
their chief purpose is not to convert people to 
the truth, but to reward and bless those 
already converted. … 

“Signs are sacred grants of divine favor 
reserved for the faithful and concerning which 
the recipients are commanded not to boast”  

(Elder Bruce R. McConkie, “Mormon Doctrine,” 2nd ed. [1966], 713–
14).



Sh
er

em
 T

ea
ch

es
 A

ga
in

st
 C

hr
is

t





 https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/si/questions/gospel-study-resources?lang=eng 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/si/questions/gospel-study-resources?lang=eng
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“The choice of words came through the 
manner of the language of Joseph Smith, 
so that we might have understanding. This 
is why words not known in Book of 
Mormon times are found in the translated 
text. 

“The word adieu is defined in a dictionary 
of Joseph Smith’s day as ‘a farewell; an 
expression of kind wishes at the parting of 
friends’ [meaning that I commend you to 
God]. (Noah Webster, An American 
Dictionary of the English Language, 1828). 
While the word is of French origin, it had 
found common usage in early nineteenth 
century New England” 

(Edward J. Brandt, “I Have a Question,” Ensign, Oct. 1985, 17).
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This has been a Scripture Gems Production with Jon and Jay Fullmer. Jacob 5 was performed abridged. 
Check out your scriptures for the full Allegory. We hope this can help with your studies.

Don’t forget to use the Come Follow Me chart too. 
We’ll link it in the video description.


