


Ja
co

b 
la

bo
rs

 to
 h

el
p 

ot
he

rs
 c

om
e 

un
to

 J
es

us
 C

hr
is

t

N
ep

hi
’s

 D
ea

th
 a

nd
 H

is
 S

uc
ce

ss
or

s



Reuben 
Simeon 

Judah 
Issachar 
Zebulun 

Dan 
Naphtali 

Gad 
Asher

Joseph
Ephraim 

Manasseh

Levi

Benjamin

12 Tribes of Israel 7 Tribes of Lehi

Laman 
Lemuel 
Nephi 
Jacob 
Joseph  
Zoram 

Ishmael



1 Nephi 8:3 2 Nephi 1:28 2 Nephi 5:6

No Sam-ites?



No Sam-ites?

• 1 Nephi 8:3 Lehi has reason to believe that many of the seed of Nephi and 
Sam will be saved.


• 2 Nephi 1:28 Sam included with those that if they follow Nephi will be blessed.


• 2 Nephi 5:6 Zoram and his family are listed before Sam and his family


• Alma 3:6 Nephi, Jacob, and Joseph, and Sam, who were just and holy men.


• 2 Nephi 4:11-12 Lehi blesses Sam last of all and then dies. “Nephi. And thy 
seed shall be numbered with his seed; and thou shalt be even like unto thy 
brother, and thy seed like unto his seed; and thou shalt be blessed in all thy 
days.”



What are some modern day equivalents to 
the tribal divisions?
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Concubine  refers to a woman 
in Old Testament times who 
was legally married to a man 
but had a lower social status 
than a wife. (Seminary Manual)



“President John Taylor said on one occasion, speaking to the 
brethren of the priesthood: ‘If you do not magnify your callings, 
God will hold you responsible for those you might have saved, 
had you done your duty.’ 

“This is a challenging statement. If I by reason of sins of 
commission or omission lose what I might have had in the 
hereafter, I myself must suffer and, doubtless, my loved ones 
with me. But if I fail in my assignment as a bishop, a stake 
president, a mission president, or one of the General 
Authorities of the Church—if any of us fail to teach, lead, direct, 
and help to save those under our direction and within our 
jurisdiction, then the Lord will hold us responsible if they are 
lost as the result of our failure”  

(President Hugh B. Brown in Conference Report, Oct. 1962, 84).
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“For those of you aspiring to 
leadership positions in the 
Church, I hope you get it.”



“Last week I was talking with a member of the Quorum of 
the Twelve about comments we had received on our April 
conference talks. My friend said someone told him, ‘I 
surely enjoyed your talk.’ We agreed that this is not the 
kind of comment we like to receive. As my friend said, ‘I 
didn’t give that talk to be enjoyed. What does he think I 
am, some kind of entertainer?’ Another member of our 
quorum joined the conversation by saying, ‘That reminds 
me of the story of a good minister. When a parishioner 
said, “I surely enjoyed your sermon today,” the minister 
replied, “In that case, you didn’t understand it.”’ 

“You may remember that this April conference I spoke on 
pornography. No one told me they ‘enjoyed’ that talk—not 
one! In fact, there was nothing enjoyable in it even for me. 



one! In fact, there was nothing enjoyable in it even for me. 

“I speak of these recent conversations to teach the 
principle that a message given by a General Authority at a 
general conference—a message prepared under the 
influence of the Spirit to further the work of the Lord—is 
not given to be enjoyed. It is given to inspire, to edify, to 
challenge, or to correct. It is given to be heard under the 
influence of the Spirit of the Lord, with the intended result 
that the listener learns from the talk and from the Spirit 
what he or she should do about it”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks, “The Dedication of a Lifetime” [CES fireside for 
young adults, May 1, 2005], 1, www.ldsces.org). 
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“The possession of riches does not necessarily constitute 
sin. But sin may arise in the acquisition and use of wealth. . . . 
‘For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O 
man of God, flee these things; and fol low after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.’ (1 
Tim. 6:10–11.) 

“Book of Mormon history eloquently reveals the corrosive 
effect of the passion for wealth. . . . Had the people used 
their wealth for good purposes they could have enjoyed a 
continuing prosperity. But they seemed unable for a 
sustained period to be simultaneously wealthy and 
righteous”  

(President Spencer W. Kimball, “The Miracle of Forgiveness,” [1969], 47–48). 



“We want our children and their children to know that 
the choice of life is not between fame and obscurity, nor 
is the choice between wealth and poverty. The choice is 
between good and evil, and that is a very different 
matter indeed. 

“When we finally understand this lesson, thereafter our 
happiness will not be determined by material things. We 
may be happy without them or successful in spite of 
them. 

“Wealth and prominence do not always come from 
having earned them. Our worth is not measured by 
renown or by what we own. … 



“Wealth and prominence do not always come from 
having earned them. Our worth is not measured by 
renown or by what we own. … 

“Our lives are made up of thousands of everyday 
choices. Over the years these little choices will be 
bundled together and show clearly what we value. 

“The crucial test of life, I repeat, does not center in the 
choice between fame and obscurity, nor between wealth 
and poverty. The greatest decision of life is between 
good and evil”  

(President Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Oct. 1980, 28–29; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1980, 21).
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(in the Gospel Library 
App under “Topics”)

(in the Gospel Library 
App under “History”)

.org



“I have constantly said no man shall have 
but one wife at a time, unless the Lord 
directs otherwise”  

(Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith 
[1976], 324).
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Alma 57:27



“I think some parents may not understand that even when 
they feel secure in their own minds regarding matters of 
personal testimony, they can nevertheless make that faith 
too difficult for their children to detect. We can be reasonably 
active, meeting-going Latter-day Saints, but if we do not live 
lives of gospel integrity and convey to our children powerful, 
heartfelt convictions regarding the truthfulness of the 
Restoration and the divine guidance of the Church from the 
First Vision to this very hour, then those children may, to our 
regret but not surprise, turn out not to be visibly active, 
meeting-going Latter-day Saints or sometimes anything 
close to it. 

“Not long ago Sister Holland and I met a fine young man who 
came in contact with us after he had been roaming around 
through the occult and sorting through a variety of Eastern 
religions, all in an attempt to find religious faith. His father, he 
admitted, believed in nothing whatsoever. But his 
grandfather, he said, was actually a member of The Church 



“Not long ago Sister Holland and I met a fine young man who 
came in contact with us after he had been roaming around 
through the occult and sorting through a variety of Eastern 
religions, all in an attempt to find religious faith. His father, he 
admitted, believed in nothing whatsoever. But his 
grandfather, he said, was actually a member of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. ‘But he didn’t do much 
with it,’ the young man said. ‘He was always pretty cynical 
about the Church.’ From a grandfather who is cynical to a 
son who is agnostic to a grandson who is now looking 
desperately for what God had already once given his family! 
… 

“To lead a child (or anyone else!), even inadvertently, away 
from faithfulness, away from loyalty and bedrock belief 
simply because we want to be clever or independent is 
license no parent nor any other person has ever been given. 
… 



desperately for what God had already once given his family! 
… 

“To lead a child (or anyone else!), even inadvertently, away 
from faithfulness, away from loyalty and bedrock belief 
simply because we want to be clever or independent is 
license no parent nor any other person has ever been given. 
… 

“Live the gospel as conspicuously as you can. Keep the 
covenants your children know you have made. Give 
priesthood blessings. And bear your testimony! Don’t just 
assume your children will somehow get the drift of your 
beliefs on their own”  

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland in Conference Report, Apr. 2003, 91–92; or 
Ensign, May 2003, 86). 
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Isaiah 55:8-9Revelation 19:10

Elder Bruce R. McConkie  
“I sometimes think 
that one of the best-
kept secrets of the 
kingdom is that the 
scriptures open the 
door to the receipt of 
revelation.”  
(Doctrines of the Restoration,  ed. Mark L. 
McConkie, Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1989, p. 
243)



“Now I do not think that many members of the 
Church consciously urge the persuasions of men or 
their own counsel instead of heeding the Lord’s. 
However, when we do not keep ourselves advised 
as to what the counsel of the Lord is, we are prone 
to substitute our own counsel for His. As a matter 
of fact, there is nothing else we can do but follow 
our own counsel when we do not know the Lord’s 
instructions”  

(President Marion G. Romney, “Seek Not to Counsel the Lord,” 
Ensign, Aug. 1985, 5).
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The Israelites in ancient times “got themselves into great difficulty” because 
they: 

“placed themselves in serious jeopardy in spiritual things because they were 
unwilling to accept simple, basic principles of truth. They entertained and 
intrigued themselves with ‘things that they could not understand’ (Jacob 
4:14). They were apparently afflicted with a pseudosophistication and a 
snobbishness that gave them a false sense of superiority over those who 
came among them with the Lord’s words of plainness. They went beyond the 
mark of wisdom and prudence, and obviously failed to stay within the circle 
of fundamental gospel truths, which provide a basis for faith. They must have 
reveled in speculative and theoretical matters that obscured for them the 
fundamental spiritual truths. As they became infatuated by these ‘things that 
they could not understand,’ their comprehension of and faith in the 
redeeming role of a true Messiah was lost, and the purpose of life became 
confused. A study of Israel’s history will confirm Jacob’s allegations”  

(Elder Dean L. Larsen in Conference Report, Oct. 1987, 11–12; or Ensign, Nov. 
1987, 11).


