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THE BOOK OF JACOB

THE BROTHER OF NEPHI

The words of his preaching unto his brethren. He confoundeth a man who
seeketh to overthrow the doctrine of Christ. A few words concerning the his-

tory of the people of Nephi.

CHAPTER 1

Jacob and Joseph seek to persuade men
to believe in Christ and keep His com-
mandments—Nephi dies—Wickedness
prevails among the Nephites. About
544-421 B.C.

OR behold, it came to pass
that fifty and five years had

passed away from the time
that Lehi left Jerusalem; where-
fore, Nephi gave me, Jacob, a “com-

mandment concerning the Psmall
plates, upon which these things are
engraven.

2 And he gave me, Jacob, a com-
mandment that I should “write upon
®these plates a few of the things
which I considered to be most
precious; that I should not touch,
save it were lightly, concerning the
history of this people which are
called the people of Nephi.

3 For he said that the history of his

Jacob labors to help others come unto Jesus Christ

JACOB 1:4-14

people should be engraven upon his
“other plates, and that I should *pre-
serve these plates and hand them
down unto my seed, from generation
to generation.

4 And if there were preaching
which was “4sacred, or revelation
which was great, or prophesying,
that 1 should engraven the *heads of
them upon these plates, and touch
upon them as much as it were pos-
sible, for Christ’s sake, and for the
sake of our people.

5 For because of faith and great
anxiety, it truly had been made
manifest unto us concerning our
people, what things should “hap-
pen unto them.

6 And we also had many revelations,
and the spirit of much prophecy;
wherefore, we knew of *Christ and
his kingdom, which should come.

7 Wherefore we labored diligently
among our people, that we might

persuade them to* oento Christ,

in his wrath they should not ‘enter

in, as in the “provocation in the days |
of temptation while the children of | Vmaelltes

Israel were in the *wilderness.

8 Wherefore, we would to God that
we could persuade all men “not to
rebel against God, to *provoke
'anger' but tl at'all men would be-
lieve in Christ, and view his death
' suf: 18 °cross and bear the
shame of the world; wherefore, I,

; theless they were Lalled Neph1tes f
] Jacobltes Josephites, *Zoramites,

lest by any ’ ""o swear'

11m
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Jacob, take it upon me to fulfil the
commandment of my brother Nephi.

9 Now Nephi began to be old,
and he saw that he must soon “die;
wherefore, he banointed a man to be
a king and a ruler over his people
now, according to the reigns of the
‘kings.

10 The people having loved Nephi
exceedingly, he having been a great
protector for them, having wielded
the 4sword of Laban in their defence,
and having labored in all his days
for their welfare—

11 Wherefore, the people were de-
sirous to retain in remembrance his
name. And whoso should reign in
his stead were called by the people,
second Nephi, third Nephi, and so
forth, according to the reigns of the
kings; and thus they were called by
the people, let them be of whatever
name they would.

12 And it came to pass that Nephi
died.

13 Now the people which were not
ere Ne¢ . never-

Lamanites, Lemuelites, and lsh-‘

O, S| DU TIEIEdILE

distinguish “them by these names,
but [ shall ®call them L'lmamtes
that seek to destroy the p

Nephi, and those who are friendly
to Nephi I shall call ‘Nephites, or
the ‘people of Nephi, according to
the reigns of the Kings.




12 Tribes of Israel 7 Tribes of Lehi

Reuben Laman
Simeon Lemuel
E@ Levi Nephi
Judah Jacob
Issachar Joseph
Zebulun Zoram
Dan Ishmael
Naphtali
Gad
Asher
Ephraim
Manasseh

Benjamin



No Sam-ites?

nave “dreamed a dream,; or, 1n other
words, I have °seen a ‘vision.

3 And behold, because of the thing
which I have seen, I have reason to
rejoice in the Lord because of “Nephi
and also of Sam; for I have reason
to suppose that they, and also many
of their seed, will be saved.

4 But behold, ?Laman and Lemuel,
I fear exceedingly because of you;

for h(‘hold morhoughr [ saw i1
'-"' “1icl A

1 Nephi 8:3

wadd L Ul
the Lord which was in him, which

‘opened his mouth to utterance that

he could not shut it.

28 And now my son, Laman, and
also Lemuel and Sam, and also my
sons who are the sons of Ishmael,
behold, if ve will hearken unto the
voice of Nephi ve shall not perish.
And if ve will hearken unto him
I lenve unto vou a ?blessing, vea,

r Firet hleceino

2 Nephi 1:28

\\\\\ Lhe wilderness, and all tnose
W h() would go with me.

6 Wherefore, it came to pass that
I, Nephi, did take my family, and
also “Zoram and his family, and Sam,
mine elder brother and his family,

and Jacob and Joseph, my younger
brethren, and also my sisters, and
all those who would go with me.
And all those who would go with
me were those who believed in the
bwarnings and the revelations of
God; wherefore, they did hearken

2 Nephi 5:6



No Sam-ites?

1 Nephi 8:3 Lehi has reason to believe that many of the seed of Nephi and
Sam will be saved.

2 Nephi 1:28 Sam included with those that if they follow Nephi will be blessed.

2 Nephi 5:6 Zoram and his family are listed before Sam and his family

 Alma 3:6 Nephi, Jacob, and Joseph, and Sam, who were just and holy men.

2 Nephi 4:11-12 Lehi blesses Sam last of all and then dies. “Nephi. And thy
seed shall be numbered with his seed; and thou shalt be even like unto thy

brother, and thy seed like unto his seed; and thou shalt be blessed in all thy
days.”



What are some modern day equivalents to
the tribal divisions?
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Nephite wickedness

“16 Yea, and they

| God with all dili;

119

15 And now it came to pass that
the people of Nephi, under the reign
of the second king, began to grow
hard in their hearts, and indulge
themselves somewhat in wicked
practices, such as like unto David of
old desiring many “wives and “con-
cubles ‘and also Solomon, his son.
also began to
search much “gold and silver, and
began to be Iifted up somewhat
in pride.

17 Wherefore 1, Jacob, gave unto
them these words as I taught them
in the atefnp e, having first obtained
mine Perrand from the Lord.

18 For I, Jacob, and my brother Jo-
seph had been gsecrated

Vv laboring with our mig
‘plood might not come upon our
carments; otherwise their blood
would come upon our garments,
and we would not be found spot-
less at the last day.

CHAPTER 2

Jacob denounces the love of riches,
pride, and unchastity—Men may seek
riches to help their fellowmen—The
Lord commands that no man among
the Nephites may have more than one
wife—The Lord delights in the chastity
of women. About 544-421 B.C.

JACOB 1:15-2:7

THE “words which Jacob, the
brother of Nephi, spake unto the
people of Nephi, after the death
of Nephi:

2 Now, my beloved brethren, I,
Jacob, according to the “responsi-
bility which I am under to God, to
*magnify mine office with “sober-
ness, and that I might 4rid my gar-
ments of your sins, I come up into
the temple this day that I might
declare unto you the word of God.

3 And ve vourselves know that I
have hitherto been diligent in the
office of my calling; but 1 this day
am weighed down with much more
desire and anxiety for the “welfare
of yvour souls than I have hitherto
been.

4 For behold, as vet, ye have been

Aand we did 1] roffice | obedient unto the word of the Lord,
funto the Lord, takmg upon us the i

i "respon81b111ty, answering the sins §
i of the people upon our own heads if §
twe did not ‘teach them the word of §
ence; wherefore, §
‘heir |

which I have given unto vou.

5 But behold, hearken ye unto
me, and know that by the help of
the all-powerful Creator of heaven
and earth I can tell you concerning
your “thoughts, how that ye are be-
eginning to labor in sin, which sin
appeareth very abominable unto
me, yea, and abominable unto God.

6 Yea, it grieveth my soul and
causeth me to shrink with shame
before the presence of my Maker,
that I must testify unto yvou concern-
ing the wickedness of vour hearts.

7 And also it grieveth me that
I must use so much “boldness of
speech concerning you, before your
wives and your children, many of
whose feelings are exceedingly
tender and ®chaste and delicate

1

JACOB 2:8-19

before God, which thing is pleas-

l’,l L1:

Wherefore, I must tell you
truth according to the “plainness
of the *word of God. For behold, as
I inquired of the Lord, thus came
the word unto me, saying: Jacob,
get thou up into the temple on the
morrow, and declare the word which
I shall give thee unto this people.

12 And now behold, my brethren,
this is the word which I declare unto
you, that many of you have begun
to search for gold, and for silver, and
for all manner of precious “ores, in
the which this land, which is a *land

God. §
-

120

of promise unto vou and to yvour

| | seed, doth abound most plentifully.
'8 And it supposeth me that they :
:have come up hither to hear the §
pleasing “word of God, yea, the word 1
‘which healeth the wounded soul. |
i 9 Wherefore, it burdeneth my soul |
ithat I should be constrained, be- ;
icause of the strict commandment }
:'which I have received from God, to {
“admonish you according to vour
icrimes, to enlarge the
ithose who are already wo
tstead of consoling and he:
iwounds; and those who
tbeen wounded, instead g |a
upon the pleasmg word o
(daggers placed to pierce
fand wound their delicat
¢ 10 But, notwithstanding
‘ness of the task, I must do
ito the strict “commands o
itell vou concerning vour
tand abominations, in the presence !
tof the pure in heart, and the broken |
heut, and under the glance of the |
piercing eye of the Almight

13 And the hand of providence
hath smiled upon you most pleas-
ingly, that you have obtained many

i riches; and because some of you have
obtained more abundantly than that
of your brethren ye are “lifted up in
the pride of your hearts, and wear
stiff necks and high heads because
of the costliness of vour apparel

Concubine refers to a woman
Old
was legally married to a man
but had a lower social status
than a wife. (Seminary Manual)

Testament times who

to the dust!

16 O that he would rid vou from
this iniquity and abomination. And,
O that ye would listen unto the
word of his commands, and let not
this “pride of your hearts destroy
your souls!

17 Think of your “®brethren like
unto vourselves, and be familiar
with all and free with your °sub-
stance, that ‘they may be rich like
unto you.

18 But *before ye seek for ’riches,
seek ve for the ‘kingdom of God.

19 And after ye have obtained a
hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches,
if ve seek them; and ye will seek
them for the intent to *do good—

ride

Jacob Warn



“President John Taylor said on one occasion, speaking to the
brethren of the priesthood: ‘If you do not magnify your callings,
God will hold you responsible for those you might have saved,
had you done your duty.’

“This Is a challenging statement. If | by reason of sins of
commission or omission lose what | might have had in the
hereafter, | myself must suffer and, doubtless, my loved ones
with me. But if | fail in my assignment as a bishop, a stake
president, a mission president, or one of the General
Authorities of the Church—if any of us fail to teach, lead, direct,
and help to save those under our direction and within our
jurisdiction, then the Lord will hold us responsible if they are
lost as the result of our failure”

(President Hugh B. Brown in Conference Report, Oct. 1962, 84).



Nephite wickedness
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15 And now it came to pass that
the people of Nephi, under the reign
of the second king, began to grow
hard in their hearts, and indulge
themselves somewhat in wicked
practices, such as like unto David of
old desiring many “wives and °con-
cubles ‘and also solomon, his son.

16 Yea, and they also began to

search much “gold and silver, and
began to be Iifted up somewhat
in pride.

17 Wherefore 1, Jacob, gave unto
them these words as I taught them
in the a‘temp e, having first obtained
mine Perrand from the Lord.

18 For I, Jacob, and my brother Jo-
seph had been 2 gsecrated

unto the Lord, taking upon us the |
§ "respon81b111ty, answering the sins §
i of the people upon our own heads if }
twe did not ‘teach them the word of }§
{ God with all dilig

v laporing with our mig
‘plood might not come upon our
carments; otherwise their blood
would come upon our garments,
and we would not be found spot-
less at the last day.

CHAPTER 2

Jacob denounces the love of riches,
pride, and unchastity—Men may seek
riches to help their fellowmen—The
Lord commands that no man among
the Nephites may have more than one
wife—The Lord delights in the chastity
of women. About 544-421 B.C.

ence; wherefore, |
eir

JACOB 1:15-2:7

THE “words which Jacob, the
brother of Nephi, spake unto the
people of Nephi, after the death
of Nephi:

2 Now, my beloved brethren, I,
Jacob, according to the “responsi-
bility which I am under to God, to
*magnify mine office with “sober-
ness, and that I might 4rid my gar-
ments of your sins, I come up into
the temple this day that I might
declare unto you the word of God.

3 And ve vourselves know that I
have hitherto been diligent in the
office of my calling; but 1 this day
am weighed down with much more
desire and anxiety for the *welfare
of yvour souls than I have hitherto
been.

4 For behold, as vet, ye have been
obedient unto the word of the Lord,
which I have given unto vou.

5 But behold, hearken ye unto
me, and know that by the help of
the all-powerful Creator of heaven
and earth I can tell you concerning
your “thoughts, how that ye are be-
eginning to labor in sin, which sin
appeareth very abominable unto
me, yea, and abominable unto God.

6 Yea, it grieveth my soul and
causeth me to shrink with shame
before the presence of my Maker,
that I must testify unto you concern-
ing the wickedness of vour hearts.

7 And also it grieveth me that
I must use so much “boldness of
speech concerning you, before your
wives and your children, many of
whose feelings are exceedingly
tender and ®chaste and delicate

1

. 0
| 8 And it supposeth me that they |
t have come up hither to hear the }
i pleasing *word of God, yea, the word 1
¢ which healeth the wounded soul. |
. 9 Wherefore, it burdeneth my soul §
i that I should be constrained, be- |
' cause of the strict commandment i
t which I have received from God, to }
t *admonish you according to vour |
nlarge the wounds of |
| those who are already wounded, in- ]
i stead of consoling and healing their }
t wounds; and those who have not |
i been wounded, instead of feasting |
i upon the pleasing word of God have |
¢t daggers placed to pierce their souls |
'and wound their delicate minds. ¢
¢ 10 But, notwithstanding the great- |
! ness of the task, I must do according §
¢ to the strict “commands of God, and §
 tell you concerning your wickedness |
i and abominations, in the presence }
! of the pure in heart, and the broken |
¢ he'ut, and under the glance of the §
| "piercing eye of the Almighty God. |
ell vou the

{ crimes, to enlar

JACOB 2:8-19

before God, whu,h thing is pleas-

»* '

Wherefore, I mus
truth aecordmg to the “4plainness
of the *word of God. For be
I inquired of the Lord, th
the word unto me, saying
get thou up into the temple
morrow, and declare the worg
I shall give thee unto this g

12 And now behold, my b
this is the word which I decl
you, that many of you have
to search for gold, and for silver, and
for all manner of precious “ores, in
the which this land, which is a *land

120

of promise unto vou and to vour

| seed, doth abound most plentifully.

13 And the hand of providence
hath smiled upon you most pleas-
ingly, that you have obtained many

1 riches;and because some of you have

obtained more abundantly than that
of your brethren ye are “lifted up in
the pride of your hearts, and wear
stiff necks and high heads because
of the costliness of your apparel,
and persecute your brethren be-
cause ye suppose that ye are better
than they.

14 And now, my brethren, do ye
suppose that God justifieth you in
this thing? Behold, I say unto you,
Nay. But he condemneth you, and if

1 ye persist in these things his judg-

ments must speedily come unto you.

15 O that he would show vou that
he can pierce you, and with one
glance of his “eye he can smite you
to the dust!

16 O that he would rid vou from
this iniquity and abomination. And,
O that ye would listen unto the
word of his commands, and let not
this “pride of your hearts destroy

“For those of you aspiring to
leadership positions in the
Church, | hope you get it.”

1ODE 1I (11 VE SI ele
if ve seek them; and ve will seek
them for the intent to *do good—

ob Warns of Riches and Pride



“Last week | was talking with a member of the Quorum of
the Twelve about comments we had received on our April
conference talks. My friend said someone told him, ‘i
surely enjoyed your talk.” We agreed that this is not the
kind of comment we like to receive. As my friend said, ‘I
didn’t give that talk to be enjoyed. What does he think |
am, some Kind of entertainer?’ Another member of our
quorum joined the conversation by saying, ‘That reminds
me of the story of a good minister. When a parishioner
said, “l surely enjoyed your sermon today,” the minister
replied, “In that case, you didn’t understand it.””

“You may remember that this April conference | spoke on
pornography. No one told me they ‘enjoyed’ that talk—not
one! In fact, there was nothing enjoyable in it even for me.



“] speak of these recent conversations to teach the
principle that a message given by a General Authority at a
general conference—a message prepared under the
influence of the Spirit to further the work of the Lord—is
not given to be enjoyed. It iIs given to inspire, to edify, to
challenge, or to correct. It is given to be heard under the
influence of the Spirit of the Lord, with the intended result
that the listener learns from the talk and from the Spirit
what he or she should do about it”

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks, “The Dedication of a Lifetime” [CES fireside for
young adults, May 1, 2005/, 1, www.ldsces.org).
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“I'm not sure what | said, but it must have needed saying.



“Your sermon really hit home today, Pastor.”



JACOB 2:8-19

before God, which thing is pleas-
ing unto God;

8 And it supposeth me that they |}

have come up hither to hear the
pleasing “word of God, yea, the word
which healeth the wounded soul.
9 Wherefore, it burdeneth my soul
that I should be constrained, be-
cause of the strict commandment
which I have received from God, to
*admonish vou according to yvour
crimes, to enlarge the wounds of
those who are already wounded, in-
stead of consoling and healing their
wounds; and those who have not
been wounded, instead of feasting |
upon the pleasing word of God have
daggers placed to pierce their souls
and wound their delicate minds.
10 But, notwithstanding the great-

ness of the task, I must do according |[§

to the strict “commands of God, and
tell vou concerning vour wickedness
and abominations, in the presence
of the pure in heart, and the broken
heart, and under the glance of the
bpiercing eyve of the Almighty God.

11 Wherefore, I must tell vou the
truth according to the “plainness |
of the *word of God. For behold, as
I inquired of the Lord, thus came
the word unto me, saying: Jacob,
get thou up into the temple on the
morrow, and declare the word which
1shall give thee unto this

¢ this is the word which I declare unto f|{
¢ you, that many of you have begun i}
¢ to search for gold, and for silver, and (i
i for all manner of precious “ores, in §
¢ the which this land, which is a*land |

people.
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t riches; and because some of you have

obtalned more abundantly than that }
| of your brethren ye are “lifted up in |
{ the pride of your hearts, and wear §

¢ stiff necks and high heads because
| of the costliness of your apparel,

 and persecute your brethren be-
i cause ye suppose that ye are better |
{ than they. i
| 14 And now, my brethren, do ye |
 suppose that God justifieth you in |
{ this thing? Behold, 1 say unto you, }
t Nay. But he condemneth you, and if §
! ye persist in these things his judg- }
¢ ments must speedily come unto you.
- 15 O that he would show you that §
t he can pierce you, and with one }
t glance of his “eye he can smite you |
i to the dust!
{ 16 O that he would rid you from
¢ this iniquity and abomination. And, §
. O that ye would listen unto the }
¢ word of his commands, and let not j
| this *pride of your hean ts desttoy ;

your soulb !
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: unto vourselves, and be famlllar *_
t with all and free with your °sub- }
¢ stance, that ‘they may be rich like }
i unto you. i
¢ 18 But ?before ye seek for riches, !

seek ve for the ‘kingdom of God.
19 And after

i of promise unto you and to your
seed, doth abound most plentifully. }
13 And the hand of providence }
i hath smiled upon you most pleas- |
: ingly, that you have obtained many |

3

yve have obtained a
hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, }
i if ye seek them; and ye will seek |
them for the intent to *do good— |

Jécob Warns of Riches and Pride

: things are abominable untc
¢ who ueated all flesh? And t*
. being is as precious in his

i the other. And all flesh isw
t dust; and for the selfsame er

¢ he created them, that they
' Keep his commandments '1
{ rify him forever. |
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siohteous branch from

hungry, and to liberate the ¢ \\ loins of loseph.

and administer relief to Ithe Lo " God will

and the afflicted. Mhis ~all do
20 And now, my brethren ‘

¢ spoken unto you concerning ar

i and those of you which haii! ‘nf

: flicted vour neighbor, and g
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¢ your hearts, of the things which ({\ 8%
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21 Do yve not suppose that -
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speaking unto you concerning ™
pride. And were it not that I
speak unto you concerning a gros N

crime, my heart would rejoice e "4“» \g- & the
ceedingly because of you. ' B f my

23 But the word of God burden- ilem,
me because of your grosser crime / peo-
For behold, thus 52 ith the Lord: ™ Aness and

people begin te ax in iniquity; & * their *husbands.
understar scriptures ot suffer, saith the
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shall not commit *whoredoms. like



“The possession of riches does not necessarily constitute
sin. But sin may arise in the acquisition and use of wealth. ...
‘For the love of money Is the root of all evil: which while
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O
man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.’ (1
Tim. 6:10-11.)

“Book of Mormon history eloquently reveals the corrosive
effect of the passion for wealth. . . . Had the people used
their wealth for good purposes they could have enjoyed a
continuing prosperity. But they seemed unable for a
sustained period to be simultaneously wealthy and
righteous”

(President Spencer W. Kimball, “The Miracle of Forgiveness,” [1969], 47—-48).



“We want our children and their children to know that
the choice of life is not between fame and obscurity, nor
IS the choice between wealth and poverty. The choice is
between good and evil, and that is a very different
matter indeed.

“When we finally understand this lesson, thereafter our
happiness will not be determined by material things. We
may be happy without them or successful in spite of
them.

“Wealth and prominence do not always come from
having earned them. Our worth is not measured by
renown or by what we own. ...




“Wealth and prominence do not always come from
having earned them. Our worth is not measured by
renown or by what we own. ...

“Our lives are made up of thousands of everyday
choices. Over the years these little choices will be
bundled together and show clearly what we value.

“The crucial test of life, | repeat, does not center In the
choice between fame and obscurity, nor between wealth
and poverty. The greatest decision of life Is between
good and evil”

(President Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Oct. 1980, 28-29; or
Ensign, Nov. 1980, 21).




Jacob Warns of Riches and Pride

i prl €. : .
speak unto you concerning a grosser j|
i crime, my heart would rejoice ex- |
t ceedingly because of you. i
¢ 23 But the word of God burdens §
: me because of your grosser crimes. |
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to clothe the naked, and to feed the
hungry, and to liberate the captive,
and administer relief to the sick
and the afflicted.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken unto yvou concerning pride;
and those of vou which have af-
flicted your neighbor, and perse-
cuted him because ve were proud in
your hearts, of the things which God
hath given you, what say ye of it?

21 Do ve not suppose that such
things are abominable unto him
who created all flesh? And the one
being is as precious in his sight as
the other. And all flesh is of the
dust; and for the selfsame end hath
he created them, that they should
keep his ‘commandments and glo-
rify him forever.

22 And now I make an end of
speaking unto vou concerning this
de. And were it not t T

' For behold, thus saith the Lord: This |

i people begin to wax in iniquity; they §
t understand not the scriptures, for }
i they seek to excuse themselves in |
' committing “whoredoms, because of |
i the things which were written con- §
i cerning David, and Solomon his son. }

24 Behold, David and *Solomon :

{ truly had many "wives and concu- |
¢ bines, which thing was “abominable §
flbfore me, salth the Lord

AP o e
I have led thls people forth out of
the land of Jerusalem, by the power
of mine arm, that I might raise up

I 27 Wherefore, my brethren, hear |
:me, and hearken to the w01d of ¢
{the Lord: For there shall not any !
t“man among you have save it be §
i’one ‘wife; and concubines he shall }
thave none; 3
¢ 28 For I, the Lord God, delight in
t the “chastity of women. And ®whore- §
‘doms are an abomination before ¢
ime; thus saith the Lord of Hosts.
! 29 Wherefore, this people shall |
tkeep my commandments, saith the §
i Lord of Hosts, or “cursed be the land §
ifor their sakes. ]
! 30 For if I will, saith the Lord of |}
{Hosts, raise up “seed unto me, I will |
rcommand my people; otherwise §
St ) { they shall hearken unto these thlngs ]
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unto me a “righteous branch from
the fruit of the loins of Joseph.

26 Wherefore, I the Lord God will
not suffer that this people shall do
Jike unto them of old,

Or benold, T, ¢ LOrd,
seen the sorrow, and heard the
mourning of the daughters of my
people in the land of Jerusalem,
vea, and in all the lands of my peo-
ple, because of the wickedness and
“abominations of their *husbands.

32 And I will not suffer, saith the
Lord of Hosts, that the cries of the
fair daughters of this people, which
I have led out of the land of Jerusa-
lem, shall come up unto me against
the men of my people, saith the
Lord of Hosts.

33 For thev shall not lead away
captive the daughters of my people
because of their tenderness, save I
shall visit them with a sore curse,
even unto destruction; for they
shall not commit *whoredoms, like
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unto them of old, saith the Lord
of Hosts.

34 And now behold, my brethren,
yve know that these commandments
were given to our 4father, Lehi;
wherefore, ye have known them be-
fore; and ye have come unto great
condemnation; for ye have done
these things which ye ought not
to have done.

35 Behold, ye have done “greater
iniquities than the Lamanites, our
brethren. Ye have broken the hearts
of your tender wives, and lost the
confidence of vour children, be-
cause of your bad examples before
them:; and the sobbings of their
hearts ascend up to God against
yvou. And because of the ®strictness
of the word of God, which cometh
down against you, many hearts died,
pierced with deep wounds.

CHAPTER 3

The pure in heart receive the pleasing
word of God—Lamanite righteousness
exceeds that of the Nephites—Jacob
wdarns against fornication, lascivious-
ness, and every sin. About 544—421 B.C.

BUT behold, I, Jacob, would speak
unto vou that are pure in heart.
Look unto God with firmness of
mind, and “pray unto him with ex-
ceeding faith, and he will ’console
you in yvour cafflictions, and he will
plead vour cause, and send down

Yjustice upon those who seek your

destruction.

2 O all ve that are pure in heart,
lift up vour heads and receive the
pleasing word of God, and feast
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upon his ?love; for ye may, if your
*minds are °firm, forever.

3 But, wo, wo, unto vou that are
not pure in heart, that are filthy
this day before God; for except ye
repent the land is ?cursed for your
sakes; and the Lamanites, which
are not °filthy like unto you, nev-
ertheless they are ‘cursed with a
sore cursing, shall scourge you even
unto destruction.

4 And the time speedily cometh,
that except ve repent they shall pos-
sess the land of vour inheritance,
and the Lord God will “lead away
the righteous out from among you.

5 Behold, the Lamanites vour
brethren, whom vye hate because
of their filthiness and the cursing
which hath come upon their skins,
are more righteous than you; for they
have not *forgotten the command-
ment of the Lord, which was given
unto our father—that they should
have save it were ®one wife, and

‘concubines they should have none,

and there should not be “whoredoms
committed among them.

6 And now, this commandment
they observe to keep; wherefore,
because of this observance, in keep-
ing this commandment, the Lord
God will not destroy them, but will
be “merciful unto them; and one
day they shall *become a blessed
people.

7 Behold, their “husbands ®love
their “wives, and their wives love their
husbands; and their husbands and
their wives love their children;
and their “‘unbelief and their hatred
towards you is because of the in-
iquity of their fathers; wherefore,




UNHALLOWED
HAND

MARCH 28, 2016
KNOWHY #64; JACOB 2:30

What Does the Book of Mormon Gospel Topics Essays
Say About Polygamy?

’ wwmmenms (in the Gospel Library (in the Gospel Library
JOSEERIRETH S App under “Topics”) App under “History”)

BPOLYGAMY B

Jf; conls, ( QM// it K

.0rg




“l have constantly said no man shall have
but one wife at a time, unless the Lord

directs otherwise”

(leachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith
[1976], 324).




Jacob Warns of Riches and Pride

i prl €. : .
speak unto you concerning a grosser j|
i crime, my heart would rejoice ex- |
t ceedingly because of you. i
¢ 23 But the word of God burdens §
: me because of your grosser crimes. |
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to clothe the naked, and to feed the
hungry, and to liberate the captive,
and administer relief to the sick
and the afflicted.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken unto yvou concerning pride;
and those of vou which have af-
flicted your neighbor, and perse-
cuted him because ve were proud in
your hearts, of the things which God
hath given you, what say ye of it?

21 Do ve not suppose that such
things are abominable unto him
who created all flesh? And the one
being is as precious in his sight as
the other. And all flesh is of the
dust; and for the selfsame end hath
he created them, that they should
keep his ‘commandments and glo-
rify him forever.

22 And now I make an end of
speaking unto vou concerning this
de. And were it not t T

' For behold, thus saith the Lord: This |

i people begin to wax in iniquity; they §
t understand not the scriptures, for }
i they seek to excuse themselves in |
' committing “whoredoms, because of |
i the things which were written con- §
i cerning David, and Solomon his son. }

24 Behold, David and *Solomon :

{ truly had many "wives and concu- |
¢ bines, which thing was “abominable §
flbfore me, salth the Lord

AP o e
I have led thls people forth out of
the land of Jerusalem, by the power
of mine arm, that I might raise up

I 27 Wherefore, my brethren, hear |
:me, and hearken to the w01d of ¢
{the Lord: For there shall not any !
t“man among you have save it be §
i’one ‘wife; and concubines he shall }
thave none; 3
¢ 28 For I, the Lord God, delight in
t the “chastity of women. And ®whore- §
‘doms are an abomination before ¢
ime; thus saith the Lord of Hosts.
! 29 Wherefore, this people shall |
tkeep my commandments, saith the §
i Lord of Hosts, or “cursed be the land §
ifor their sakes. ]
! 30 For if I will, saith the Lord of |}
{Hosts, raise up “seed unto me, I will |
rcommand my people; otherwise §
5t']| | they shall hearken unto these thlngs |
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unto me a “righteous branch from
the fruit of the loins of Joseph.

26 Wherefore, I the Lord God will
not suffer that this people shall do
Jike unto them of old,

Or benold, T, ord,
seen the sorrow, and heard the
mourning of the daughters of my
people in the land of Jerusalem,
vea, and in all the lands of my peo-
ple, because of the wickedness and
“abominations of their *husbands.

32 And I will not suffer, saith the
Lord of Hosts, that the cries of the
fair daughters of this people, which
I have led out of the land of Jerusa-
lem, shall come up unto me against
the men of my people, saith the
Lord of Hosts.

33 For thev shall not lead away
captive the daughters of my people
because of their tenderness, save I
shall visit them with a sore curse,
even unto destruction; for they
shall not commit *whoredoms, like
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unto them of old, saith the Lord
of Hosts.

34 And now behold, my brethren,
yve know that these commandments
were given to our 4father, Lehi;
wherefore, ye have known them be-
fore; and ye have come unto great
condemnation; for ye have done
these thmgs which yve ought not

- down against you,
i pierced with deep wounds.

CHAPTER 3

The pure in heart receive the pleasing
word of God—Lamanite righteousness
exceeds that of the Nephites—Jacob
wdarns against fornication, lascivious-
ness, and every sin. About 544—421 B.C.

BUT behold, I, Jacob, would speak
unto vou that are pure in heart.
Look unto God with firmness of
mind, and “pray unto him with ex-
ceeding faith, and he will ’console
you in yvour cafflictions, and he will
plead vour cause, and send down
Yjustice upon those who seek your
destruction.

2 O all ve that are pure in heart,
lift up vour heads and receive the
pleasing word of God, and feast

35 Behold ye have done greater
¢ iniquities than the Lamanites, our
{ brethren. Ye have broken the hearts |
: of your tender wives, and lost the |
i confidence of vour children, be- |
¢ cause of yvour bad examples before |
: them; and the sobbings of their |
t hearts ascend up to God against |
 you. And because of the ®strictness |
; of the word of God, which cometh ;
many hearts died, |

{1 have not *forgotten the command-
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upon his ?love; for ye may, if your
*minds are °firm, forever.

3 But, wo, wo, unto vou that are
not pure in heart, that are filthy
this day before God; for except ye
repent the land is ?cursed for your
sakes; and the Lamanites, which
are not °filthy like unto you, nev-
ertheless they are ‘cursed with a
sore cursing, shall scourge you even
unto destruction.

4 And the time speedily cometh,
that except ve repent they shall pos-
sess the land of vour inheritance,
and the Lord God will “lead away
the righteous out from among you.

5 Behold, the Lamanites vour
brethren, whom vye hate because
of their filthiness and the cursing
which hath come upon their skins,
are more righteous than you; for they

ment of the Lord, which was given
unto our father—that they should
have save it were ®one wife, and

‘concubines they should have none,

and there should not be “whoredoms
committed among them.

6 And now, this commandment
they observe to keep; wherefore,
because of this observance, in keep-
ing this commandment, the Lord
God will not destroy them, but will
be “merciful unto them; and one
day they shall *become a blessed
people.

7 Behold, their “husbands ®love
their “wives, and their wives love their
husbands; and their husbands and
their wives love their children;
and their “‘unbelief and their hatred
towards you is because of the in-
iquity of their fathers; wherefore,
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unto them of old, saith the Lord
of Hosts.

34 And now behold, my brethren,
yve know that these commandments
were given to our %father, Lehi;
wherefore, ye have known them be-
fore; and ye have come unto great
condemnation; for ye have done
these things which ye ought not
to have done.

35 Behold, ye have done “greater
iniquities than the Lamanites, our
brethren. Ye have broken the hearts
of vour tender wives, and lost the
confidence of vour children, be-
cause of your bad examples before
them:; and the sobbings of their
hearts ascend up to God against
yvou. And because of the ’strictness
of the word of God, which cometh
down against you, many hearts died,
pierced with deep wounds.

CHAPTER 3

The pure in heart receive the pleasing
word of God—Lamanite righteousness
exceeds that of the Nephites—]Jacob
wdrns against fornication, lascivious-
ness, and every sin. About 544—421 B.C.

BUT behold, I, Jacob, would speak
unto you that are pure in heart.

‘'you 1n your “afflictions, and he will
plead vour cause, and send down
Yjustice upon those who seek your
destruction.

2 O all ve that are pure in heart,
lift up vour heads and receive the
pleasing word of God, and feast

7 Behold, their “husbands j
¢ their “wives, and their wives love their %
t husbands; and their husbands and |
¢ their wives love their children; §
{ and their “‘unbelief and their hatred §
i towards yvou is because of the in- §
' iquity of their fathers; wherefore, |

Alma 57:27 &

upon his %love; for ye may, if yvour
*minds are °firm, forever.

3 But, wo, wo, unto you that are
not pure in heart, that are filthy
this day before God; for except ye
repent the land is ?cursed for your
sakes; and the Lamanites, which
are not *filthy like unto you, nev-
ertheless they are ‘cursed with a
sore cursing, shall scourge you even
unto destruction.

4 And the time speedily cometh,
that except ye repent they shall pos-
sess the land of vour inheritance,
and the Lord God will “lead away
the righteous out from among you.

5 Behold, the Lamanites yvour
brethren, whom ye hate because
of their filthiness and the cursing
which hath come upon their skins,
are more righteous than you; for they
have not *forgotten the command-
ment of the Lord, which was given
unto our father—that they should
have save it were ®one wife, and
‘concubines they should have none,
and there should not be “whoredoms
committed among them.

6 And now, this commandment
they observe to Keep; wherefore,
because of this observance, in keep-
ing this commandment, the Lord
God will not destroy them, but will
be “merciful unto them; and one
day they shall *become a blessed

tlove }

Jacob describes the Example of the Lamanites
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how much better are you than they,
in the sight of your great Creator?

8 O my brethren, I fear that unless
ye shall repent of your sins that their
skins will be “whiter than_yours
when ye shall be brought with them
before the throne of God.

9 Wherefore, a commandment 1 |
give unto you, which is the wc
of God, that ve “revile no muc
against them because of the da:
ness of their skins; neither shall
revile against them because of th
filthiness; but ye shall rememt
your own filthiness, and rememl
that their filthiness came becat
of their fathers.

10 Wherefore, yve shall rememt
your “children, how that ye he BLACK

grieved their hearts because of t
’example that ye have set bef
hem; and also, remember that ye
may, because of your filthiness,
bring your children unto destruc-
tion, and their sins be heaped upon
your heads at the last day.

11 O my brethren, hearken unto
my words; “arouse the faculties of
your souls; shake yourselves that
ve may *awake from the slumber
of death; and loose yourselves from
the pains of chell that ve may not
become “angels to the devil, to be
cast into that lake of fire and brim-
stone which is the second ¢death.

12 And now I, Jacob, spake many
more things unto the people of
Nephi, *warning them against *for-
nication and ¢lasciviousness, and
every Kind of sin, telling them the
awful consequences of them.

13 And a hundredth part of the
proceedings of this people, which
now began to be numerous, can-
not be written upon “these plates;

JACOB 3:8-4:3

but many of their proceedings are
written upon the ?larger plates, and
their wars, and their contentions,
and the reigns of their kKings.

14 “These plates are called the
plates of Jacob, and they were "made
by the hand of Nephi. And 1 make

n end of s King thes rds

HOwW SHOULD WE UNDERSTAND
THE SCRIPTURES?

Alma 3:6

And the skins of the Lamanites
were dark, according to the mark
which was set upon their fathers,
which was a curse upon them

cannot write but a “little of my
words, because of the tdifficulty of
engraving our words upon plates)
and we know that the things which
we write upon plates must remain;

2 But whatsoever things we write
upon anything save it be upon
“plates must perish and vanish away;
but we can write a few words upon
plates, which will give our chil-
dren, and also our beloved breth-
ren, a small degree of knowledge
concerning us, or concerning their
fathers—

3 Now in this thing we do rejoice;
and we labor diligently to engraven
these words upon plates, hoping
that our beloved brethren and our
children will receive them with
thankful hearts, and look upon
them that they may learn with joy
and not with sorrow, neither with
contempt, concerning their first
‘parents.

8a 3 Ne. 2:15. |

d 2 Ne. 9:9 (R_9).

b larom 1:14.




“l think some parents may not understand that even when
they feel secure In their own minds regarding matters of
personal testimony, they can nevertheless make that faith
too difficult for their children to detect. We can be reasonably
active, meeting-going Latter-day Saints, but if we do not live
lives of gospel integrity and convey to our children powerful,
heartfelt convictions regarding the truthfulness of the
Restoration and the divine guidance of the Church from the
First Vision to this very hour, then those children may, to our
regret but not surprise, turn out not to be visibly active,
meeting-going Latter-day Saints or sometimes anything
close to It.

“Not long ago Sister Holland and | met a fine young man who
came in contact with us after he had been roaming around
through the occult and sorting through a variety of Eastern
religions, all in an attempt to find religious faith. His father, he
admitted, believed in nothing whatsoever. But his



“Not long ago Sister Holland and | met a fine young man who
came In contact with us after he had been roaming around
through the occult and sorting through a variety of Eastern
religions, all in an attempt to find religious faith. His father, he
admitted, believed in nothing whatsoever. But his
grandfather, he said, was actually a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. ‘But he didn’t do much
with it,” the young man said. ‘He was always pretty cynical
about the Church.” From a grandfather who is cynical to a
son who Is agnostic to a grandson who Is now looking
desperately for what God had already once given his family!

“To lead a child (or anyone else!), even inadvertently, away
from faithfulness, away from loyalty and bedrock belief
simply because we want to be clever or independent is
license no parent nor any other person has ever been given.



“To lead a child (or anyone else!), even inadvertently, away
from faithfulness, away from loyalty and bedrock belief
simply because we want to be clever or independent is
license no parent nor any other person has ever been given.

“Live the gospel as conspicuously as you can. Keep the
covenants your children know you have made. Give
priesthood blessings. And bear your testimony! Don’t just
assume your children will somehow get the drift of your
beliefs on their own”

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland in Conference Report, Apr. 2003, 91-92; or
Ensign, May 2003, 86).
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how much better are you than they,
in the sight of your great Creator?

8 O my brethren, I fear that unless
ye shall repent of your sins that their
skins will be “whiter than yours,
when ye shall be brought with them
before the throne of God.

9 Wherefore, a commandment 1
give unto you, which is the word
of God, that ve “revile no more
against them because of the dark-
ness of their skins; neither shall ye
revile against them because of their
filthiness; but ye shall remember
your own filthiness, and remember
that their filthiness came because
of their fathers.

10 Wherefore, ve shall remember
your “children, how that ye have
orieved their hearts because of the
bexample that ve have set before
them; and also, remember that ye
may, because of your filthiness,
bring your children unto destruc-
tion, and their sins be heaped upon

_your I headsat theulast dafm S

¢ my words; “arouse the faculties of }
. your souls; shake vourselves that }
{ ye may *awake from the slumber
t of death; and loose yourselves from §

! the pains of hell that ye may not §
¢ become “angels to the devil, to be{
¢ cast into that lake of fire and brim- §
'stone which VIS_ the second "deathf ]

more things unto the people of
Nephi, *warning them against *for-
nication and ¢lasciviousness, and
every Kind of sin, telling them the
awful consequences of them.

13 And a hundredth part of the
proceedings of this people, which
now began to be numerous, can-
not be written upon “these plates;

and we KNow t
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but many of their proceedings are
written upon the ®larger plates, and
their wars, and their contentions,
and the reigns of their kKings.

14 “These plates are called the
plates of Jacob, and they were 'made
by the hand of Nephi. And 1 make
an end of speaking these words.

CHAPTER 4

All the prophets worshiped the Father
in the name of Christ—Abraham’s of-
fering of Isaac was in similitude of God
and His Only Begotten—Men should
reconcile themselves to God through the
Atonement—The Jews will reject the
foundation stone. About 544-421 B.C.

Now behold, it came to pass that
I, Jacob, having ministered much
unto my people in word, (and 1
cannot write but a “little of my
words, because of the dlfflc,ult : of
engraving orwor o p

we write upon plates must remain;

2 But whatsoever things we write
upon anything save it be upon
“plates must perish and vanish away;
but we can write a few words upon
plates, which will give our chil-
dren, and also our beloved breth-
ren, a small degree of knowledge
concerning us, or concerning their
fathers—

3 Now in this thing we do rejoice;
and we labor diligently to engraven
these words upon plates, hoping
that our beloved brethren and our
children will receive them with
thankful hearts, and look upon
them that they may learn with joy
and not with sorrow, neither with
contempt, concerning their first
‘parents.

Q4 R Ne 7-15 |

A 7 Ne 0.0 (R_0) |
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4 For, for this intent have we writ-
ten these things, that they may
know that we “knew of Christ, and
we had a hope of his ?glory many
hundred years before his coming;
and not only we ourselves had a
hope of his glory, but also all the
holy ‘prophets which were before us.

5 Behold, they believed in Christ
and *worshiped the Father in his
name, and also we worship the
Father in his name. And for this
intent we ‘keep the ‘law of Moses,
it ‘pointing our souls to him; and
for this cause it is sanctified unto
us for righteousness, even as it was
accounted unto Abraham in the
wilderness to be obedient unto the
commands of God in offering up his
son Isaac, which is a fsimilitude of
God and his ¢Only Begotten Son.

6 Wherefore, we search the proph-
ets, and we have many revelations
and the spirit of “prophecy; and
having all these *witnesses we ob-
tain a hope, and our faith becometh
unshaken, insomuch that we truly
can ‘command in the name of
Jesus and the very trees obey us,
or the mountains, or the waves of
the sea.

7 Nevertheless, the Lord God
showeth us our “weakness that we
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may know that it is by his Pgrace,
and his great condescensions unto
the children of men, that we have
power to do these things.

8 Behold, great and marvelous are
the *works of the Lord. How fun-
searchable are the depths of the
‘mysteries of him; and it is impos-
sible that man should find out all
his ways. And no man ‘Knoweth
of his *ways save it be revealed unto
him; wherefore, brethren, despise
not the ‘revelations of God.

9 For behold, by the power of his
“word Yman came upon the face of
the earth, which earth was ‘created
by the power of his word. Where-
fore, if God being able to speak and
the world was, and to speak and man
was created, O then, why not able
to command the “earth, or the
workmanship of his hands upon
the face of it, according to his will
and pleasure?

10 Wherefore, brethren, seek not to
“counsel the Lord, but to take coun-
sel from his hand. For behold, ye
yourselves know that he counseleth
in bwisdom, and in justice, and in
great mercy, over all his works.

11 Wherefore, beloved brethren,
be “reconciled unto him through
the Patonement of Christ, his *Only

4a G Jesus Christ,
Prophecies about;
Testimony.
b 1G Jesus Christ, Glory of.

Heb. 11:17.
'IG Jesus Christ, Divine
Sonship.

6a 'IG Prophecy.

~ I v21-A~ ’)A.')'?. v 2% Y1744 <2 v o

f D&C 3:7.
9a Morm. 9:17;
Moses 1:32.
b '1G Man, Physical
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4 For, for this intent have we writ-
ten these things, that they may
know that we “knew of Christ, and
we had a hope of his °glory many
hundred years before his coming;
and not only we ourselves had a
hope of his glory, but also all the
holy ‘prophets which were before us.

5 Behold, they believed in Christ
and *worshiped the Father in his
name, and also we worship the
Father in his name. And for this
intent we ‘keep the “law of Mes
it ‘pointing our souls to him; and’
TOr this cause It 1S sanctifies "unto
us for rlghteousness, even as it was
accounted unto Abraham in the
wilderness to be obedient unto the
commands of God in offering up his
son Isaac, which is a fsimilitude of
God and his ¢Only Begotten Son.
6 Wherefore, we searc.h the p
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may Kknow that it is by his *grace,
and his great condescensions unto
the children of men, that we have
_10.‘_' - . | ’ __.l‘, L1 __‘l _',t
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in bwisdom, a
great mercy, O
11 Wherefore ™=
be “reconciled unto h1m through
the Patonement of Christ, his “Only

4a 1G Jesus Christ, Heb. 11:17, f D&C 3:7.
Prophecies about; '1'G Jesus Christ, Divine 9a Morm. 9:17;
Testimony. Sonship. Moses 1:32.

b 1G Jesus Christ, Glory of. 6a 'I'G Prophecy. b '1G Man, Physical
¢ Luke 24:27; b '1G Witness. Creation of.
1 Pet. 1:11; ¢ 3 Ne. 28:20 (19-22). ¢ '1G Creation;
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1G God, Power of.

God, Creator;

| 8 Behold, great and marvelous are
i the sworks of the Lord. How ‘un- |
isearchable are the depths of the?
t‘mysteries of him; and it is impos-¢
sible that man should find out all}
t his ways. And no man ‘knoweth;
1 of his “‘ways save it be revealed unto
: him; wherefore, brethren, despise ¢
{ not the revelations of God. /
¢ 9 For behold, by the power of his
 “word "man came upon the face of}
¢ the earth, which earth was ‘created j
i by the power of his word. Where-}
i fore, if God being able to speak and §
' the world was, and to speak and man §
t was created, O then, why not able§
ito command the 4earth, or the]
t workmanship of his hands uponi
s |§ the face of it, according to his willf

Prophetic Knowledge of Christ

Prophesy and the Jews
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Begotten Son, and yve may obtain
a 9resurrection, according to the
‘power of the resurrection which
is in Christ, and be presented as
the first-fruits of Christ unto God,
having faith, and obtained a good
hope of glory in him before he
manifesteth himself in the flesh.
12 And now, beloved, marvel not
that 1 tell you these things; for
why not 4speak of the atonement
of Chrlst and attaizesge> nerfect
knowledge of be

revelation.”

243)

Elder Bruce R. McConkie
sometimes think

that one of the best-
kept secrets of the
kingdom iIs that the
scriptures open the
door to the receipt of

(Doctrines of the Restoration, ed. Mark L.
McConkie, Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1989, p.

JACOB 4:12-18

cause they desired it. And because
they desired it God hath done it,
that they may ‘stumble.

15 And now I, Jacob, am led on by
the Spirit unto prophesying; for I
perceive by the workings of the Spirit
which is in me, that by the *stum-
bling of the ?Jews they will ‘reject
the 9stone upon which they might
build and have safe foundation.

16 But behold, according to the

sCriptig is stone shall become
‘the last, and the only
éon, upon which the
, my beloved, how is
at these, after having
sure foundation, can
on it, that it may be-
d of their corner?
v beloved brethren,
this mystery unto
t, by any means, get
my firmness in the
mble because of my
for you.

JAPTER 5

nos relative to the alle-
1e and wild olive trees—
ness of Israel and the
attering and gathering
figured—Allusions are
ephites and Lamanites
se of Israel—The Gen-
fted into Israel—Eventu-
trd will be burned. About

1 Cor, 1;23;




“Now | do not think that many members of the
Church consciously urge the persuasions of men or
their own counsel instead of heeding the Lord’s.
However, when we do not keep ourselves advised
as to what the counsel of the Lord Is, we are prone
to substitute our own counsel for His. As a matter
of fact, there is nothing else we can do but follow
our own counsel when we do not know the Lord’s
Instructions”

(President Marion G. Romney, “Seek Not to Counsel the Lord,”
Ensign, Aug. 1985, 5).



JACOB 4:4-11

4 For, for this intent have we writ-
ten these things, that they may
know that we *knew of Christ, and
we had a hope of his °glory many
hundred years before his coming;
and not only we ourselves had a
hope of his glory, but also all the
holy ‘prophets which were before us.

5 Behold, they believed in Christ
and *worshiped the Father in his
name, and also we worship the
Father in his *name. And for this
intent we ‘keep the 4law of Moses,
it “pointing our souls to him; and
for this cause it 1s sanctified unto
us for righteousness, even as it was
accounted unto Abraham in the
wilderness to be obedient unto the
commands of God in offering up his
son Isaac, which is a 'similitude of
God and his ¢Only Begotten Son.

6 Wherefore, we search the proph-
ets, and we have many revelations
and the spirit of “prophecy; and
having all these *witnesses we ob-
tain a hope, and our faith becometh
unshaken, insomuch that we truly
can ‘command in the ‘name of
Jesus and the very trees obey us,
or the mountains, or the waves of
the sea.

7 Nevertheless, the Lord God
showeth us our “weakness that we
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may know that it is by his Pgrace,
and his great condescensions unto
the children of men, that we have
power to do these things.

8 Behold, great and marvelous are
the “works of the Lord. How fun-
searchable are the depths of the
‘mysteries of him; and it is impos-
sible that man should find out all
his ways. And no man ‘knoweth
of his *ways save it be revealed unto
him; wherefore, brethren, despise
not the revelations of God.

9 For behold, by the power of his
“word Pfman came upon the face of
the earth, which earth was ‘created
by the power of his word. Where-
fore, if God being able to speak and
the world was, and to speak and man
was created, O then, why not able
to command the “4earth, or the
workmanship of his hands upon
the face of it, according to his will
and pleasure?

10 Wherefore, brethren, seek not to
“counsel the Lord, but to take coun-

yourselves Know that he counseleth
in bwisdom, and in justice, and in
great mercy, over all his works.

11 Wherefore, beloved brethren,
f‘ron(, 11 _unto _him_throug

4a 1G Jesus Christ, Heb. 11:17. f D&C 3:7.
Prophecies about; '1'G Jesus Christ, Divine 9a Morm. 9:17;
Testimony. Sonship. Moses 1:32.

b 1G Jesus Christ, Glory of. 6a 'IG Prophecy. b 1G Man, Physical
¢ Luke 24:27; b '1G Witness. Creation of.
1 Pet. 1:11; ¢ 3 Ne. 28:20 (19-22). ¢ '1G Creation;
Jacob 7:11 (11-12); 1G God, Power of. God, Creator;

h_ .

Prophetic Knowledge of Christ

Prophesy and the Jews

them u_nto

f estiffnecked people and they tde-
¢ spised the words of “plainness, and
¢ ‘killed the prophets, and sought for}
| things that they could not under-}
t stand. Wherefore, because of their!
! ‘blindness, which ’blindness came
¢ by looking beyvond the #mark, theyj
{ must needs fall; for God hath takenj}
 away his plainness from them, and
i delivered unto them many things;}
[ which they "cannot understand, be-|
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Begotten Son, and yve may obtain
a 9resurrection, according to the
‘power of the resurrection which
is in Christ, and be presented as
the first-fruits of Christ unto God,
having faith, and obtained a good
hope of glory in him before he
manifesteth himself in the flesh.

12 And now, beloved, marvel not
that I tell you these things; for
why not 4speak of the atonement
of Christ, and attain to a perfect
knowledge of him, as to attain to
the knowledge of a resurrection
and the world to come?

13 Behold, my brethren, he that
prophesieth, let him prophesy to the
understanding of men; for the *Spirit
speaketh the Ptruth and lieth not.
Wherefore, it speaketh of things as
they really care, and of things as they
really will be; wherefore, these things
are manifested unto us “4plainly,
for the salvation of our souls. But
behold, we are not witnesses alone
in these things; for God also ¢spake
prophets of old.

they desired it God hath done it,;
 that they may 'stumble. |

JACOB 4:12-18

 And now I, Jacob, am led on by
the Spirit unto prophesymg, for 1
perceive by the workings of the Spirit
which is in me, that by the *stum-
bling of the ?Jews they will ‘reject
the 4stone upon which they might
build and have safe foundation.

16 But behold, according to the
scriptures, this “stone shall become
the great, and the last, and the only
sure *foundation, upon which the
Jews can build.

17 And now, my beloved, how is
it possible that these, after having
rejected the sure foundation, can
“ever build upon it, that it may be-
come the head of their corner?

18 Behold, my beloved brethren,
I will unfold this mystery unto
you; if I do not, by any means, get
shaken from my firmness in the
Spirit, and stumble because of my
over anxiety for you.

CHAPTER 5

Jacob quotes Zenos relative to the alle-
gory of the tame and wild olive trees—
They are a likeness of Israel and the
Gentiles—The scattering and gathering
of Israel are prefigured—Allusions are
made to the Nephites and Lamanites
and all the house of Israel—The Gen-
tiles will be grafted into Israel—Eventu-
ally the vineyard will be burned. About
544-421 B.C.

11d 1G Resurrection, |

Neh., 9:16;

| 1 Cor, 1;23;



The Israelites in ancient times “got themselves into great difficulty” because
they:

“placed themselves In serious jeopardy In spiritual things because they were
unwilling to accept simple, basic principles of truth. They entertained and
intrigued themselves with ‘things that they could not understand’ (Jacob
4:14). They were apparently afflicted with a pseudosophistication and a
snobbishness that gave them a false sense of superiority over those who
came among them with the Lord’s words of plainness. They went beyond the
mark of wisdom and prudence, and obviously failed to stay within the circle
of fundamental gospel truths, which provide a basis for faith. They must have
reveled in speculative and theoretical matters that obscured for them the
fundamental spiritual truths. As they became infatuated by these ‘things that
they could not understand,” their comprehension of and faith In the
redeeming role of a true Messiah was lost, and the purpose of life became
confused. A study of Israel’s history will confirm Jacob’s allegations”

(Elder Dean L. Larsen in Conference Report, Oct. 1987, 11-12; or Ensign, Nov.
1987, 11).



