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great *division among the people,
and the wicked will he °destroy; and
he will 4spare his people, vea, even
if it so be that he must “destroy the
wicked by fire.

11 And “righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins.

12 “And then shall the wolf dwell
with the lamb; and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid, and

113

baptism are the gate to the strait and
narrow path—Eternal life comes to
those who keep the commandments after
baptism. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, make an end of
my “prophesying unto you, my be-
loved brethren. And I cannot write
but a few things, which I know must
surely come to pass; neither can I
write but a few of the *words of my
brother Jacob.

2 Wherefore, the things which 1
have written sufficeth me, save it
be a few words which I “must speak
concerning the doctrine of Christ;
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over the hearts of the children of

men no more, for a long time. And
now, my beloved brethren,/1 make

an end of my sayings.

CHAPTER 31

Nephi tells why Christ was baptized—
Men must follow Christ, be baptized,

receive the Holy Ghost, and endure to
the end to be saved—Repentance and

2 NEPHI 31:1-13

of God did fulfil all righteousness
in being baptized by water?

7 Know ye not that he was holy?
But notwithstanding he being holy,
he showeth unto the children of
men that, according to the flesh he
humbleth himself before the Father,
and witnesseth unto the Father that
he would be %0bedient unto him in
keeping his commandments.

8 Wherefore, after he was baptized
with water the Holy Ghost descended
upon him in the form of a ®dove.

9 And again, it showeth unto the
children of men the straitness of the
path, and the narrowness of the “gate,
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Nephi Delights in Plainness
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baptism are the gate to the strait and
narrow path—Eternal life comes to
those who keep the commandments after
baptism. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, make an end of
my *prophesying unto you, my be-
loved brethren. And I cannot write
but a few things, which I know must
surely come to pass; neither can I
write but a few of the *words of my
brother Jacob.

2 Wherefore, the things which 1
have written sufficeth me, save it
be a few words which [ “must speak
concerning the doctrine of Christ;
wherefore, 1 shall speak unto you
plainly, according to the plainness
of my prophesying.

3 For my soul delighteth in *plain-
ness; for after this manner doth the
Lord God work among the children
of men. For the Lord God u ‘

desn1 o,

W ere"o‘re I would that ye
should remember that I have spoken
unto you concerning that *prophet
which the Lord showed unto me,
that should baptize the *Lamb of
God, which should take away the
sins of the world.

5 And now, if the Lamb of God, he
being “holy, should have need to
be Pbaptized by water, to fulfil all
righteousness, O then, how much
more need have we, belng unholy,
to be ‘baptized, yea, even by water!
6 And now, I would ask of you, my

beloved brethren, wherein the Lamb
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of God did fulfil all righteousness
in being baptized by water?

7 Know ye not that he was holy?
But notwithstanding he being holy,
he showeth unto the children of
men that, according to the flesh he
hum bleth himself before the Father,
and witnesseth unto the Father that
he would be “obedient unto him in
keeping his commandments.

8 Wherefore, after he was baptized
with water the Holy Ghost descended
upon him in the “form of a °dove.

9 And again, it showeth unto the
children of men the straitness of the
path, and the narrowness of the “gate,

ing set the Pexample before them.

10 And he said unto the children
of men: ?Follow thou me. Where-
fore, my beloved brethren, can we
*follow Jesus save we shall be will-
ing to keep the commandments of
the Father?

11 And the Father said: Repent ye,
repent ye, and be baptized in the
name of my Beloved Son.

12 And also, the voice of the Son
came unto me, saying: He that is
baptized in my name, to him will
the Father “give the Holy Ghost,
like unto me; wherefore, *follow
me, and do the things which ye
have seen me do.

13 Wherefore, my beloved breth-
ren, I know that if yve shall “follow
the Son, with full purpose of heart,
acting no hypocrisy and no de-
ception before God, but with real
‘intent, repenting of your sins, wit-
nessing unto the Father that ye are
dwilling to take upon you the ename

Baptism and the Hon Ghost

2 NEPHI 31:14-21

of Christ, by 'baptism—yea, by fol-
lowing your Lord and your Savior
down into the water, according to his
word, behold, then shall ve receive
the Holy Ghost; yea, then cometh
the ¢baptism of fire and of the Holy
Ghost; and then can ye speak with
the "tongue of angels, and shout
praises unto the Holy One of Israel.
14 But, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, thus came the voice of the Son
unto me, saving: After ve have re-
pented of your sins, and witnessed
unto the Father that ye are willing
to keep my com
baptism of water,
the baptism of fir
Ghost, and can s
tongue, yea, even
angels, and after
me, it would hav
you that ve had 1
15 And I heard
Father, saying:
my Beloved are {
He that *enduret
same shall be sav&es
16 And now, my beloved brethren,
I know by this that unless a man
shall “endure to the end, in follow-
ing the example of the Son of the
living God, he cannot be saved.
17 Wherefore, do the things which
I have told you I have seen that your
Lord and vour Redeemer should do;
for, for this cause have they been
shown unto me, that ye might know
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the gate by which ye should enter.
For the gate by which ve should
enter is repentance and ?baptism
by water; and then cometh a °re-
mission of your sins by fire and by
the Holy Ghost.

18 And then are ve in this %strait
and narrow Ppath which leads to
eternal life; yvea, ve have entered in
by the gate; ye have done according
to the commandments of the Father
and the Son; and ve have received
the Holy Ghost, which ‘witnesses of
the 4Father and the Son, unto the

Bible Dictionary - Christ
The anointed (Greek) or Messiah (Hebrew).

Bible Dictionary - Jesus
The Greek form of the name Joshua or

Jeshua, “God is help” or “Savior.”

ward with a 4steadfastness in Christ,
having a perfect brightness of
*hope, and a “love of God and of all
men. Wherefore, if ye shall press
forward, feasting upon the word
of Christ, and “endure to the end,
behold, thus saith the Father: Ye
shall have ¢eternal life.

21 And now, behold, my beloved
brethren, this is the “way; and there

13f Gal. 3:27 (26-27).
g '1G Holy Ghost,
Baptism of.
h 2 Ne. 32:2 (2-3).
T‘G HOIS Ghost, (IlftS of.
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e TG Jesus Christ,
Atonement through.
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baptism are the gate to the strait and
narrow path—Eternal life comes to
those who keep the commandments after
baptism. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, make an end of
my *prophesying unto you, my be-
loved brethren. And I cannot write
but a few things, which I know must
surely come to pass; neither can I
write but a few of the *words of my
brother Jacob.

2 Wherefore, the things which 1
have written sufficeth me, save it
be a few words which [ “must speak
concerning the doctrine of Christ;
wherefore, I shall speak unto you
plainly, according to the plainness
of my prophesying.

3 For my soul delighteth in “plain-
ness; for after this manner doth the
Lord God work among the children
of men. For the Lord God giv

neres 0‘1e I would that ye

should remember that I have spoken
unto you concerning that “prophet
which the Lord showed unto me,
that should baptize the *Lamb of
God, which should take away the
sins of the world.

5 And now, if the Lamb of God, he
being “holy, should have need to
be Pbaptized by water, to fulfil all
righteousness, O then, how much
more need have we, belng unholy,
to be ‘baptized, yea, even by water!

6 And now, I would ask of you, my
beloved brethren, wherein the Lamb
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of God did fulfil all righteousness
in being baptized by water?

7 Know ye not that he was holy?
But notwithstanding he being holy,
he showeth unto_the children of
men that, according to the flesh he
hum bleth himself before the Father,
and witnesseth unto the Father that
he would be “obedient unto him in
keeping his commandments.

8 Wherefore, after he was baptized
with water the Holy Ghost descended
upon him in the “form of a ®dove.

9 And again, it showeth unto the
children of men the straitness of the
path, and the narrowness of the “gate,

ing set the Pexample before them.

10 And he said unto the children
of men: ?Follow thou me. Where-
fore, my beloved brethren, can we
*follow Jesus save we shall be will-
ing to keep the commandments of
the Father?

11 And the Father said: Repent ye,
repent ye, and be baptized in the
name of my Beloved Son.

12 And also, the voice of the Son
came unto me, saying: He that is
baptized in my name, to him will
the Father “give the Holy Ghost,
like unto me; wherefore, *follow
me, and do the things which ye
have seen me do.

13 Wherefore, my beloved breth-
ren, I know that if yve shall “follow
the Son, with full purpose of heart,
acting no hypocrisy and no de-
ception before God, but with real

‘intent, repenting of your sins, wit-
nessing unto the Father that ye are
Iwilling to take upon you the °name
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of Christ, by 'baptism—yea, by fol-
lowing your Lord and your Savior
down into the water, according to his
word, behold, then shall ye receive
the Holy Ghost; yea, then cometh
the ¢baptism of fire and of the Holy
Ghost; and then can ye speak with
the "tongue of angels, and shout
praises unto the Holy One of Israel.

14 But, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, thus came the voice of the Son
unto me, saving: After ye have re-
pented of your sins, and witnessed
unto the Father that ye are willing
to keep my commandments, by the
baptism of water, and have r¢ T4
the baptism of fire AT
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the gate by which ye should enter.
For the gate by which ye should
enter is repentance and “baptism
by water; and then cometh a °re-
mission of your sins by fire and by
the Holy Ghost.

18 And then are ve in this %strait
and narrow Ppath which leads to
eternal life; vea, ve have entered in
by the gate; ve have done according
to the commandments of the Father
and the Son; and ye have received
the Holy Ghost, which ‘witnesses of
the Father and the Son, unto the
fulfilling of the promise which he
hath made, that if ye entered in by

. the way ve should receive.

19 And now, my beloved brethren,
ye have gotten into this strait
arrow “path, I would ask if all
e? Behold, I say unto vou,
ye have not come thus far
were by the word of Christ
shaken cfaith in him, rely-
lly upon the merits of him
ighty to ¢save.

refore, ye must press for-
a%steadfastness in Christ,
a perfect brightness of
d a ‘love of God and of all
erefore, if ye shall press
feasting upon the word
, and 4endure to the end,
L thus saith the Father: Ye
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“Do we, Indeed, actually live the gospel, or do we just manifest the
appearance of righteousness so that those around us assume we
are faithful when, in reality, our hearts and unseen actions are not
true to the Lord’s teachings?

“Do we take on only the ‘form of godliness’ while denying the
‘power thereof’? [Joseph Smith—History 1:19].

“Are we righteous in fact, or do we feign obedience only when we
think others are watching?

“The Lord has made it clear that He will not be fooled by
appearances, and He has warned us not to be false to Him or to
others. He has cautioned us to be wary of those who project a false
front, who put on a bright pretense that hides a darker reality. We
know that the Lord ‘looketh on the heart’ and not on the ‘outward
appearance’ [1 Samuel 16:7]”

(Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin in Conference Report, Apr. 1997, 17-18; or
Ensign, May 1997, 15-16).



“Following our baptism, each of us had hands placed upon our head by
those with priesthood authority and was confirmed a member of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Holy Ghost was
conferred upon us (see D&C 49:14). The statement ‘receive the Holy
Ghost’ in our confirmation was a directive to strive for the baptism of
the Spirit.

“The Prophet Joseph Smith taught: ‘You might as well baptize a bag of
sand as a man, iIf not done in view of the remission of sins and getting
of the Holy Ghost. Baptism by water is but half a baptism, and is good
for nothing without the other half—that is, the baptism of the Holy
Ghost’ (History of the Church, 5:499). We were baptized by immersion in
water for the remission of sins. We must also be baptized by and
immersed in the Spirit of the Lord, ‘and then cometh a remission of
your sins by fire and by the Holy Ghost’ (2 Nephi 31:17)”

(Elder David A. Bednar in Conference Report, Apr. 2006, 29; or Ensign, May
2006, 29).
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of Christ, by fbaptism—yvea, by fol-
lowing your Lord and vour Savior
down into the water, according to his
word, behold, then shall ve receive
the Holy Ghost; yvea, then cometh
the ¢baptism of fire and of the Holy
Ghost; and then can ve speak with
the "tongue of angels, and shout
praises unto the Holy One of Israel.

14 But, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, thus came the voice of the Son
unto me, saving: After ve have re-
pented of your sins, and witnessed
unto the Father that ye are willing
to keep my commandments, by the
baptism of water, and have received
the baptism of fire and of the Holy
Ghost, and can speak with a new
tongue, vea, even with the tongue of
angels, and after this should “deny
me, it would have been *better for
you that ve had not known me.

15 And I heard a voice from the
Father, saying: Yea, the “words of
my Beloved are true and faithful.
He that “endureth to the ‘end, the
same shall be saved.

16 And now, my beloved brethren,
I know by this that unless a man
shall “endure to the end, in follow-
ing the *example of the Son of the
living God, he cannot be saved.

17 Wherefore, do the things which
I have told you I have seen that your
Lord and yvour Redeemer should do;
for, for this cause have they been
shown unto me, that ye might Know
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the gate by which ye should enter.
For the gate by which ye should
enter is repentance and ®baptism
by water; and then cometh a °re-
mission of your sins by fire and by
the Holy Ghost.

18 And then are ve in this ®strait
and narrow Ppath which leads to
eternal life; vea, ye have entered in
by the gate; ve have done according
to the commandments of the Father
and the Son; and ve have received
the Holy Ghost, which “‘witnesses of
the Father and the Son, unto the
fulfilling of the promise which he
hath made, that if ve entered in by
the way ye should receive.

19 And now, my beloved brethren,
after yve have gotten into this strait
and narrow “path, I would ask if all
is *done? Behold, I say unto vou,
Nay; for yve have not come thus far
save it were by the word of Christ
with unshaken ¢faith in him, %rely-
ing wholly upon the merits of him
who is mighty to ¢save.

20 Wherefore, ye must press for-
ward with a 4steadfastness in Christ,
having a perfect brightness of
*hope, and a ‘love of God and of all
men. Wherefore, if ye shall press
forward, feasting upon the word
of Christ, and %endure to the end,
behold, thus saith the Father: Ye
shall have ¢eternal life.

21 And now, behold, my beloved
brethren, this is the “way; and there

13f Gal. 3:27 (26-27).
¢ 1G Holv Ghost.

16a Mark 13:13; Alma 38:2;
D&C 20-29- 53-7

d Moro. 6:4; D&C 3:20;
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Endure to the End
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is Pfnone other way nor ‘name given
under heaven whereby man can be
saved in the kingdom of God. And
now, behold, this is the 4doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true
doctrine of the ¢Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which
is fone God, without end. Amen.

CHAPTER 32

Angels speak by the power of the Holy
Ghost—Men must pray and gain knowl-
edge for themselves from the Holy Ghost.
About 559-545 B.C.

AND now, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, I suppose that ye ponder some-
what in your hearts concerning that
which ye should do after ye have
entered in by the way. But, behold,
why do ye ponder these things in
yvour hearts?

2 Do yve not remember that I said
unto you that after ve had “received
the Holy Ghost ve could speak with
the *tongue of angels? And now, how
could ve speak with the tongue of
angels save it were by the Holy Ghost?

3 “Angels speak by the power of
the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they
speak the words of Christ. Where-
fore, I said unto you, °feast upon
the “‘words of Christ; for behold, the
words of Christ will “tell you all
things what ye should do.

4 Wherefore, now after 1 have
spoken these words, if ye cannot
understand them it will be because
ve “ask not, neither do ve knock;
wherefore, ye are not brought into

2 NEPHI 32:1-9

the light, but must perish in the
dark.

5 For behold, again I say unto you
that if ye will enter in by the way,
and receive the Holy Ghost, it will
“show unto you all things what ye
should do.

6 Behold, this is the doctrine of
Christ, and there will be no more
doctrine given until after he shall
*manifest himself unto you in the
flesh. And when he shall manifest
himself unto yvou in the flesh, the
things which he shall say unto you
shall ye observe to do.

7 And now 1, Nephi, cannot say
more; the Spirit stoppeth mine
utterance, and I am left to mourn
because of the “unbelief, and the
wickedness, and the ignorance, and
the bstiffneckedness of men; for they
will ‘not search Yknowledge, nor
understand great knowledge, when
it is given unto them in ¢plainness,
even as plain as word can be.

8 And now, my beloved brethren, I
perceive that ve ponder still in your
hearts; and it grieveth me that I must
speak concerning this thing. For if
ve would hearken unto the “Spirit
which teacheth a man to °pray, ye
would know that ye must “pray; for
the “evil spirit teacheth not a man
to pray, but teacheth him that he
must not pray.

9 But behold, 1 say unto vou that
yve must “pray always, and not faint;
that ye must not perform any thing
unto the Lord save in the first place
yve shall ’pray unto the Father in

21b 2 Ne, 25:20;

TG Bread of Life; Study.
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“Enduring to the end is the doctrine of continuing on the path
leading to eternal life after one has entered into the path through
faith, repentance, baptism, and receiving the Holy Ghost. Enduring
to the end requires our whole heart—or, as the Book of Mormon
prophet Amaleki taught, we must ‘come unto him, and offer [our]
whole souls as an offering unto him, and continue in fasting and
praying, and endure to the end; and as the Lord liveth [we] will be
saved.’ [Omni 1:26].

“Enduring to the end means that we have planted our lives firmly on
gospel soil, staying in the mainstream of the Church, humbly
serving our fellowmen, living Christlike lives, and keeping our
covenants. Those who endure are balanced, consistent, humble,
constantly improving, and without guile. Their testimonies are not
based on worldly reasons—they are based on truth, knowledge,
experience, and the Spirit”

(Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin in Conference Report, Oct. 2004, 107; or
Ensign, Nov. 2004, 101).
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of Christ, by 'baptism—yea, by fol-
lowing your Lord and vour Savior
down into the water, according to his
word, behold, then shall ve receive
the Holy Ghost; yvea, then cometh
the ¢baptism of fire and of the Holy
Ghost; and then can yve speak with
the "tongue of angels, and shout
praises unto the Holy One of Israel.

14 But, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, thus came the voice of the Son
unto me, saying: After yve have re-
pented of your sins, and witnessed
unto the Father that ye are willing
to keep my commandments, by the
baptism of water, and have received
the baptism of fire and of the Holy
Ghost, and can speak with a new
tongue, vea, even with the tongue of
angels, and after this should *deny
me, it would have been ?better for
you that ve had not known me.

15 And I heard a voice from the
Father, saying: Yea, the “words of
my Beloved are true and faithful.
He that *endureth to the ‘end, the
same shall be saved.

16 And now, my beloved brethren,
I know by this that unless a man
shall “endure to the end, in follow-
ing the *example of the Son of the
living God, he cannot be saved.

17 Wherefore, do the things which
I have told you I have seen that your
Lord and yvour Redeemer should do;
for, for this cause have they been
shown unto me, that ye might Know
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the gate by which ye should enter.
For the gate by which ye should
enter is repentance and ®baptism
by water; and then cometh a °re-
mission of your sins by fire and by
the Holy Ghost.

18 And then are ye in this ?strait
and narrow Ppath which leads to
eternal life; vea, ye have entered in
by the gate; ve have done according
to the commandments of the Father
and the Son; and ve have received
the Holy Ghost, which “‘witnesses of
the Father and the Son, unto the
fulfilling of the promise which he
hath made, that if ve entered in by
the way ye should receive.

19 And now, my beloved brethren,
after yve have gotten into this strait

and narrow “path, I would ask if all |

is *done? Behold, I say unto vyou,
Nay; for ye have not come thus far
save it were by the word of Christ
with unshaken ¢faith in him, 4rely-

ing wholly upon the merits of him |

who is mighty to °save.

20 Wherefore, ye must p
having a perfect brig
*hope, and a ‘love of God and of all
men. Wherefore, if ye shall press
forward, feasting upon the word
of Christ, and “endure to the end
behold, thus saith th |
shall have ¢eternal life.

21 And now, behold, my beloved
brethren, this is the “way; and there
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is Pfnone other way nor ‘name given
under heaven whereby man can be
saved in the kingdom of God. And
now, behold, this is the 4doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true
doctrine of the ¢Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which
is fone God, without end. Amen.

CHAPTER 32

Angels speak by the power of the Holy
Ghost—Men must pray and gain knowl-
edge for themselves from the Holy Ghost.
About 559-545 B.C.

AND now, behold, my beloved breth-

hat in vour hearts concerning
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the light, but must perish in the
dark.

5 For behold, again I say unto you
that if ye will enter in by the way,
and receive the Holy Ghost, it will
“show unto you all things what ye
should do.

6 Behold, this is the doctrine of
Christ, and there will be no more
doctrine given until after he shall
*manifest himself unto you in the
flesh. And when he shall manifest
himself unto yvou in the flesh, the
things which he shall say unto you
shall ye observe to do.
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“To feast means more than to taste. To feast means to
savor. We savor the scriptures by studying them iIn a
spirit of delightful discovery and faithful obedience.
When we feast upon the words of Christ, they are
embedded ‘in fleshy tables of the heart’ [2 Corinthians
3:3]. They become an integral part of our nature”

(Elder Russell M. Nelson in Conference Report, Oct. 2000, 19; or Ensign,
Nov. 2000, 17).



“Coming unto Christ is not a single event with a fixed point of
beginning or ending; rather, it iIs a process that develops and
deepens during a lifetime. As an initial step In the process, we
certainly must obtain knowledge and learn about Jesus and His
life, teachings, and ministry. But truly coming unto Him also
requires consistent obedience and striving to become like
Jesus in our thoughts, motives, communications, and actions.
As we f‘press forward’ (2 Ne. 31:20) on the pathway of
discipleship, we can draw near unto the Savior with the
expectation that He will draw near unto us; we can seek Him
diligently with the hope that we shall find Him; we can ask with
confidence that we shall receive; and we can knock

anticipating that the door shall be opened unto us (see D&C
88:63)”

(Elder David A. Bednar, “Because We Have Them before Our Eyes,” New
Era, Apr. 2006, 2).



“If we don’t have the word of God or don’t cling to and
heed the word of God, we will wander off in strange
paths and be lost as individuals, as families, and as
nations.

“As with voices from the dust, the prophets of the
Lord cry out to us on earth today: take hold of the
scriptures! Cling to them, walk by them, live by them,
rejoice Iin them, feast on them. Don’t nibble. They are
‘the power of God unto salvation’ [D&C 68:4] that lead
us back to our Savior Jesus Christ.

“If the Savior were among us in the flesh today, He
would teach us from the scriptures as He taught when

He walked upon the earth. ... His words ring out:
Qaarch the cerinhiirec faor theav are thev whiech



“If the Savior were among us in the flesh today, He
would teach us from the scriptures as He taught when
He walked upon the earth. ... His words ring out:
‘Search the scriptures; for ... they are they which
testify of me’ [John 5:39]—a testimony borne by the
Holy Ghost, for ‘by the power of the Holy Ghost ye
may know the truth of all things’ [Moroni 10:5]. ...

“What a glorious blessing! For when we want to speak
to God, we pray. And when we want Him to speak to
us, we search the scriptures; for His words are
spoken through His prophets. He will then teach us as
we listen to the promptings of the Holy Spirit” (Elder
Robert D. Hales in Conference Report, Oct. 2006, 26—
27; or Ensign, Nov. 2006, 26-27).



Understanding the Words of Christ
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is Pfnone other way nor ‘name given
under heaven whereby man can be
saved in the kingdom of God. And
now, behold, this is the doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true
doctrine of the ¢Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which
is fone God, without end. Amen.

CHAPTER 32

Angels speak by the power of the Holy
Ghost—Men must pray and gain knowl-
edge for themselves from the Holy Ghost.
About 559-545 B.C.

AND now, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, [ suppose that ye ponder some-
what in your hearts concerning that
which ye should do after ye have
entered in by the way. But, behold,
why do ye ponder these things in
yvour hearts?

2 Do ve not remember that I said
u l?to yci)u E‘hhat after ve {gld “relc(eiveﬁ
the Holy Ghost ve could speak wit
the *tongue of angels? Ana now, how
could ve speak with the tongue of
angels save it were by the Holy Ghost?

3 “Angels speak by the power of
the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they
speak the words of Christ. Where-
fore, I said unto you, *feast upon
the “words of Christ; for behold, the

words of Christ will “tell you all
things what ye should do.”
4 Wherefore, now after 1 have

spoken these words, if ye cannot
understand them it will be because
ve “ask not, neither do ve knock;
wherefore, ye are not brought into

2 NEPHI 32:1-9

the light, but must perish in the
dark.

5 For behold, again I say unto you
that if ye will enter in by the way,
and receive the Holy Ghost, it will
“show unto you all things what ye
should do.

6 Behold, this is the doctrine of
Christ, and there will be no more
doctrine given until after he shall
*manifest himself unto you in the
flesh. And when he shall manifest
himself unto you in the flesh, the
things which he shall say unto you
shall ye observe to do.

7 And now 1, Nephi, cannot say
more; the Spirit stoppeth mine
utterance, and I am left to mourn
because of the “unbelief, and the
wickedness, and the ignorance, and
the bstiffneckedness of men; for they
will ‘not search Yknowledge, nor
understand great knowledge, when
it is given unto them in ¢plainness,
even as plain as word can be.

8 And now, my beloved brethren, I
perceive that ve ponder still in your
hearts; and it grieveth me that I must
speak concerning this thing. For if
ve would hearken unto the “Spirit
which teacheth a man to °pray, ye
would know that ye must “pray; for
the Zevil spirit teacheth not a man
to pray, but teacheth him that he
must not pray.

9 But behold, 1 say unto vou that
yve must “pray always, and not faint;
that ye must not perform any thing
unto the Lord save in the first place
ve shall *pray unto the Father in

21b 2 Ne. 25:20;

A Mt~ D17 -~ Y1 Y1

TG Bread of Life; Study.

Jacob 4:13;

A lewain T2

2 NEPHI 33:1-10

the ‘name of Christ, that he will
dconsecrate thy performance unto
thee, that thy performance may be
for the °“welfare of thy soul.

CHAPTER 33

Nephi’s words are true—They testify
of Christ—Those who believe in Christ
will believe Nephi’s words, which will
stand as a witness before the judgment
bar. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, cannot write all
the things which were taught among
my people; neither am 1 “mighty
in writing, like unto speaking;
for when a man Yspeaketh by the
power of the Holy Ghost the power
of the Holy Ghost carrieth it unto
the hearts of the children of men.

2 But behold, there are many
that “harden their *hearts against
the “Holy Spirit, that it hath no
place in them; wherefore, they cast
many things away which are writ-
ten and esteem them as things of
naught.

3 But 1, Nephi, have written what
1 have written, and I esteem it as of
great “worth, and especially unto
my people. For I ®pray continually
for them by day, and mine “eyes
water my pillow by night, because
of them; and I ¢cry unto my God in
faith, and I know that he will hear
my cCry.

4 And I know that the Lord God
will consecrate my pravers for the
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gain of my people. And the words
which I have written in weakness
will be made strong unto them,; for
it “persuadeth them to do good; it
maketh known unto them of their
fathers; and it speaketh of Jesus,
and persuadeth them to believe
in him, and to endure to the end,
which is life Peternal.

5 And it speaketh “harshly against
sin, according to the ?plainness of
the truth; wherefore, no man will
be angrv at the words which I have
written save he shall be of the spirit
of the devil.

6 1 “glory in ’plainness; I glory in
truth; 1 glory in my Jesus, for he
hath ‘redeemed my soul from hell.

7 1 have “charity for my people,
and great faith in Christ that I
shall meet many souls spotless at
his judgment-seat.,

8 1 have charity for the “Jew—I
say Jew, because  mean them from
whence 1 came.

O 1 also have charity for the Gen-
tiles. But behold, for none of “these
can 1l hope except they shall be *rec-
onciled unto Christ, and enter into
the ‘narrow 4gate, and ¢walk in the
fstrait path which leads to life, and
continue in the path until the end
of the day of ¢probation.

10 And now, my beloved brethren,
and also “Jew, and all ye ends of the
earth, hearken unto these words and
®believe in Christ; and if ye believe
not in these words believe in Christ,

9¢ Col. 3:17;

R A o e e - N

1 Sam. 7:5;

T e 4™ A

b 2 Ne, 31.3.
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“Nephi explained that angels speak by the power of the
Holy Ghost, and you can speak with the tongue of
angels, which simply means that you can speak with the
power of the Holy Ghost. It will be quiet. It will be
Invisible. There will not be a dove. There will not be
cloven tongues of fire. But the power will be there.”

(President Boyd K. Packer, “The Gift of the Holy Ghost: What Every Member
Should Know,” Ensign, Aug. 2006, 49-50).
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is Pfnone other way nor ‘name given
under heaven whereby man can be
saved in the kingdom of God. And
now, behold, this is the doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true
doctrine of the ¢Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which
is fone God, without end. Amen.

CHAPTER 32

Angels speak by the power of the Holy
Ghost—Men must pray and gain knowl-
edge for themselves from the Holy Ghost.
About 559-545 B.C.

AND now, behold, my beloved breth-
ren, [ suppose that ye ponder some-
what in your hearts concerning that
which ye should do after ye have
entered in by the way. But, behold,
why do ye ponder these things in
yvour hearts?

2 Do ve not remember that I said
u l?to yci)u E‘hhat after ve {gld “relc(eiveﬁ
the Holy Ghost ve could speak wit
the *tongue of angels? Ana now, how
could ve speak with the tongue of
angels save it were by the Holy Ghost?

3 “Angels speak by the power of
the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they
speak the words of Christ. Where-
fore, I said unto you, *feast upon
the “words of Christ; for behold, the

words of Christ will “tell you all
things what ye should do.”
4 Wherefore, now after 1 have

spoken these words, if ye cannot
understand them it will be because
yve “ask not, neither do ye knock;

2 NEPHI 32:1-9

the light, but must perish in the
dark.

5 For behold, again I say unto you
that if ye will enter in by the way,
and receive the Holy Ghost, it will
“show unto vou all things what ye
should do.

6 Behold, this is the doctrine of
Christ, and there will be no more
doctrine given until after he shall
*manifest himself unto you in the
flesh. And when he shall manifest
himself unto you in the flesh, the
things which he shall say unto you
shall ye observe to do.

7 And now 1, Nephi, cannot say
more; the Spirit stoppeth mine
utterance, and I am left to mourn
because of the “unbelief, and the
wickedness, and the ignorance, and
the bstiffneckedness of men; for they
will ‘not search Yknowledge, nor
understand great knowledge, when
it is given unto them in ¢plainness,
even as plain as word can be.

8 And now, my beloved brethren, I
perceive that ve ponder still in your
hearts; and it grieveth me that I must
speak concerning this thing. For if
ve would hearken unto the “Spirit
which teacheth a man to °pray, ye
would know that ye must “pray; for
the Zevil spirit teacheth not a man
to pray, but teacheth him that he
must not pray.

9 But behold, 1 say unto vou that
yve must “pray always, and not faint;
that ye must not perform any thing
unto the Lord save in the first place
ve shall *pray unto the Father in

21b 2 Ne. 25:20;

A Mt~ D17 -~ Y1 Y1

TG Bread of Life; Study.

Jacob 4:13;

A lewain T2

2 NEPHI 33:1-10

the ‘name of Christ, that he will
dconsecrate thy performance unto
thee, that thy performance may be
for the °“welfare of thy soul.

CHAPTER 33

Nephi’s words are true—They testify
of Christ—Those who believe in Christ
will believe Nephi’s words, which will
stand as a witness before the judgment
bar. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, cannot write all
the things which were taught among
my people; neither am 1 “mighty
in writing, like unto speaking;
for when a man Yspeaketh by the
power of the Holy Ghost the power
of the Holy Ghost carrieth it unto
the hearts of the children of men.

2 But behold, there are many
that “harden their *hearts against
the “Holy Spirit, that it hath no
place in them; wherefore, they cast
many things away which are writ-
ten and esteem them as things of
naught.

3 But 1, Nephi, have written what
1 have written, and I esteem it as of
great “worth, and especially unto
my people. For I ®pray continually
for them by day, and mine “eyes
water my pillow by night, because
of them; and I ¢cry unto my God in
faith, and I know that he will hear
my cCry.

4 And I know that the Lord God
will consecrate my pravers for the
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gain of my people. And the words
which I have written in weakness
will be made strong unto them,; for
it “persuadeth them to do good; it
maketh known unto them of their
fathers; and it speaketh of Jesus,
and persuadeth them to believe
in him, and to endure to the end,
which is life Peternal.

5 And it speaketh “harshly against
sin, according to the ?plainness of
the truth; wherefore, no man will
be angrv at the words which I have
written save he shall be of the spirit
of the devil.

6 1 “glory in ’plainness; I glory in
truth; 1 glory in my Jesus, for he
hath ‘redeemed my soul from hell.

7 1 have “charity for my people,
and great faith in Christ that I
shall meet many souls spotless at
his judgment-seat.,

8 1 have charity for the “Jew—I
say Jew, because  mean them from
whence 1 came.

O 1 also have charity for the Gen-
tiles. But behold, for none of “these
can 1l hope except they shall be *rec-
onciled unto Christ, and enter into
the ‘narrow 4gate, and ¢walk in the
fstrait path which leads to life, and
continue in the path until the end
of the day of ¢probation.

10 And now, my beloved brethren,
and also “Jew, and all ye ends of the
earth, hearken unto these words and
®believe in Christ; and if ye believe
not in these words believe in Christ,

9¢ Col. 3:17;

R A o e e - N

1 Sam. 7:5;

T e 4™ A

b 2 Ne, 31.3.
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“You may be facing decisions about a mission, your
future career, and, eventually, marriage. As you read the
scriptures and pray for direction, you may not actually
see the answer In the form of printed words on a page,
but as you read you will receive distinct impressions and
promptings, and, as promised, the Holy Ghost ‘will show
unto you all things what ye should do’ [2 Nephi 32:5)”

(Elder Spencer J. Condie in Conference Report, Apr. 2002, 53; or Ensign,
May 2002, 45).



Understanding the Words of Christ

‘wherefore, ye are not
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is Pfnone other way nor ‘name given
under heaven whereby man can be
saved in the kingdom of God. And
now, behold, this is the 4doctrine
of Christ, and the only and true
doctrine of the ¢Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which
is fone God, without end. Amen.

CHAPTER 32

Angels speak by the power of the Holy
Ghost—Men must pray and gain knowl-
edge for themselves from the Holy Ghost.
About 559-545 B.C.

f‘o 3eho l‘ t

2 NEPHI 32:1-9

the light, but must perish in the
dark.

5 For behold, a again I say unto you
that if ye will enter in by the way,
and receive the Holy Ghost, it will
“show unto vou all things what ye

ren, I suppose that ye ponder some-
what in your hearts concerning that
which ye should do after ye have
entered in by the way. But, behold,
why do ye ponder these things in
yvour hearts?

2 Do ve not remember that I said
u t?to ycl)u E‘hhat after ye }‘léld “retls(eiveg
the Holy Ghost ve could speak wit
the *tongue of angels? Ana now, Now
could ve 'spea ¢ with the tongue of
angels save it were by the Holy Ghost?

3 “Angels speak by the power of
the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they
speak the words of Christ. Where-
fore, I said unto you, *feast upon
the "(;vords &I; Christ; ltiog bﬁhold, thlelt
words of rist will “te ou a
things what ye should"ﬂ‘ml'“

4 Wherefore now after 1 have
spoken these words, if ye cannot

understand them it will be because
ye “ask not, neither do ye knock;

( . the Spirit sto’ppeth ‘mine
Utterame and I am left to mourn
because of the “unbelief, and the
wickedness, and the ignorance, and
the bstiffneckedness of men; for they
will ‘not search Yknowledge, nor
understand great knowledge, when
it is given unto them in ¢plainness,
even as plain as word can be.

8 And now, my beloved brethren, I
perceive that ve ponder still in your
hearts; and it grieveth me that I must
speak concerning this thing. For if
ve would hearken unto the “Spirit
which teacheth a man to ’pray, ve
would know that ye must “pray; for
the “evil spirit teacheth not a man

to E ray, but teachet ‘him that he
must not pray.

9 But behold, I say unto vou that
ye must “pray always, and not faint;
that ye must not perform any thing
unto the Lord save in the first place
yve shall ’pray unto the Father in

21b 2 Ne. 25:20;

A Mt~ D17 -~ Y1 .10

TG Bread of Life; Study.

Jacob 4:13;

A lecern T2

A1s 1s the doctrine of
¢ Christ, and there will be no more ¥
¥ ' doctrine given until after he shall 3
*manifest himself unto you in the §
i flesh. And when he shall manifest §
¥ himself unto you in the flesh, the §
) thmgs whu,h he shall say unto you j
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the ‘name of Christ, that he will
dconsecrate thy performance unto
thee, that thy performance may be
for the *welfare of thy soul.

gain of my people. And the words
which I have written in weakness
will be made strong unto them,; for
it “persuadeth them to do good; it
maketh known unto them of their
e B ind it speaketh of Jesus,
" uadeth them to believe
nd to endure to the end,
life Peternal.

speaketh *harshly against
ding to the °plainness of
: wherefore, no man will
at the words which I have
1ve he shall be of the spirit
1il.

y in ’plainness; I glory in
‘lory in my Jesus, for he
eemed my soul from hell.
2charity for my people,
t faith in Christ that I
>t many souls spotless at
ent-seat,

» charity for the “Jew—I
Secause [ mean them from
- | came.

ave charity for the Gen-
behold, for none of “these
e except they shall be ’rec-
nto Christ, and enter into
w dgate, and *walk in the
‘h which leads to life, and
in the path until the end
v of éprobation.

10w, my beloved brethren,
Jew, and all ye ends of the
rken unto these words and
n Christ; and if ye believe
se words believe in Christ,
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“It 1Is as tragic to think we are too sinful to
pray as it iIs for a very sick person to believe
he Is too sick to go to the doctor!”

(Elder J. Devn Cornish, “The Privilege of
Prayer,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2011, 103).




“When God placed man on the earth, prayer became the
lifeline between mankind and God. Thus, in Adam’s
generation, men began ‘to call upon the name of the
Lord’ [Genesis 4:26]. Through all generations since that
time, prayer has filled a very important human need.
Each of us has problems that we cannot solve and
weaknesses that we cannot conquer without reaching
out through prayer to a higher source of strength. That
source is the God of heaven, to whom we pray in the
name of Jesus Christ [see 2 Nephi 32:9; 3 Nephi 20:31].
As we pray we should think of our Father iIn Heaven as
possessing all knowledge, understanding, love, and
compassion”

(President James E. Faust in Conference Report, Apr., 2002, 67; or Ensign,
May 2002, 59).



2 NEPHI 33:1-10

the ‘name of Christ, that he will
dconsecrate thy performance unto
thee, that thy performance mayv be
for the °welfare of thy soul.

CHAPTER 33

Nephi’s words are true—They testify
of Christ—Those who believe in Christ
will believe Nephi’s words, which will
stand as a witness before the judgment
bar. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, cannot write all
the things which were taught among
my people; nelther am 1 “mlghty
ertln

f power of the Holy Ghost the power '

of the Holy Ghost carrieth it unto |

“2 But behold, 'th ere are many

that “harden thelr *hearts against
the “Holy Spirit, that it hath no
place in them; wherefore, they cast
many things away which are writ-
ten and esteem them as things of
naught.

3 But 1, Nephi, have written what
1 have written, and I esteem it as of
great “worth, and especially unto
my people. For I *pray continually
for them by day, and mine ‘evyes
water my pillow by night, because
of them; and I ¢cry unto my God in
faith, and I know that he will hear
my Cry.

4 And I know that the Lord God
will consecrate my pravers for the

_like unto speaking;
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oain of my people. And the words
which I have written in weakness
will be made strong unto them,; for
it “persuadeth them to do good; it
maketh known unto them of their
fathers; and it speaketh of Jesus,
and persuadeth them to believe
in him, and to endure to the end,
which is life Peternal.

5 And it speaketh “harshly against
sin, according to the ?plainness of
the truth; wherefore, no man will
be angryv at the words which I have
written save he shall be of the spirit
of the devil.

6 1 “glory in ®plainness; I glory in
truth; 1 glory in my Jesus, for he
hath ‘redeemed my soul from hell.

7 1 have “charity for my people,
and great faith in Christ that I
shall meet many souls spotless at
his judgment-seat,

8 1 have charity for the “Jew—I
say Jew, because [ mean them from
whence I came.

91 also have charity for the Gen-
tiles. But behold, for none of “these
can 1 hope except they shall be ’rec-
onciled unto Christ, and enter into
the ‘narrow 9gate, and ¢walk in the
fstrait path which leads to life, and
continue in the path until the end
of the day of ¢probation.

10 And now, my beloved brethren,
and also “Jew, and all ye ends of the
earth, hearken unto these words and
’believe in Christ; and if ye believe
not in these words believe in Christ.

o .. ™. 3 9 |
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And if ye shall “believe in Christ ye
will believe in these *words, for they
are the *words of Christ, and he hath
ogiven them unto me; and they ‘teach
all men that they should do good.

11 And if they are not the words
of Christ, judge ye—for Christ will
show unto you, with *power and
great *glory, that they are his words,
at the last day; and you and 1 shall
stand face to face before his bar; and
yve shall know that I have been com-
manded of him to write these things,
notwithstanding my weakness.

12 And 1 pray the Father in the
name of Christ that many of us, if
not all, may be saved in his “King-
dom at that great and last day.

13 And now, my beloved brethren,

2 NEPHI 33:11-JACOB 1:3

all those who are of the house of
Israel, and all ye ends of the earth,
I speak unto vou as the voice of one
crying from the dust: Farewell un-
til that great day shall come.

14 And vou that will not partake
of the goodness of God, and respect
the words of the ¢Jews, and also my
bwords, and the words which shall
proceed forth out of the mouth of
the Lamb of God, behold, I bid vou
an everlasting farewell, for these
words shall ‘condemn you at the
last day.

15 For what 1 seal on earth, shall
be brought against you at the ¢judg-
ment bar; for thus hath the Lord
commanded me, and I must *obey.
Amen.

THE BOOK OF JACOB

THE BROTHER OF NEPHI

The words of his preaching unto his brethren. He confoundeth a man who
seeKketh to overthrow the doctrine of Christ. A few words concerning the his-

tory of the people of Nephi.

CHAPTER 1

Jacob and Joseph seek to persuade men
to believe in Christ and keep His com-
mandments—Nephi dies—Wickedness
prevails among the Nephites. About
544-421 B.C.

OR behold, it came to pass
Fthat fifty and five years had
passed away from the time
that Lehi left Jerusalem; where-

fore, Nephi gave me, Jacob, a “com- |

mandment concerning the Psmall
plates, upon which these things are
engraven,

2 And he gave me, Jacob, a com-
mandment that I should “write upon
®these plates a few of the things
which I considered to be most
precious; that I should not touch,
save it were lightly, concerning the
history of this people which are
called the people of Nephi.

3 For he said that the history of his



“President Hinckley stated an important corollary to the
command to teach by the Spirit when he issued this
challenge:

“‘'We must ... get our teachers to speak out of their hearts
rather than out of their books, to communicate their love
for the Lord and this precious work, and somehow it will
catch fire in the hearts of those they teach’ [Teachings of
Gordon B. Hinckley (1997), 619-20].

“That is our objective—to have love of God and
commitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ ‘catch fire’ in the
hearts of those we teach.”

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Oct. 1999, 103; or Ensign,
Nov. 1999, 80).



“Nephi teaches us, ‘when a man speaketh by the power
of the Holy Ghost the power of the Holy Ghost carrieth
[the message] unto the hearts of the children of men’ (2
Nephi 33:1). Please notice how the power of the Spirit
carries the message unto but not necessarily into the
heart. A teacher can explain, demonstrate, persuade,
and testify, and do so with great spiritual power and
effectiveness. Ultimately, however, the content of a
message and the withess of the Holy Ghost penetrate
Into the heart only If a receiver allows them to enter”

(“Seek Learning by Faith” [an evening with Elder David A. Bednar, Feb.
3, 2006/, 1, www.ldsces.org; see also D&C 50:14, 17-20).



2 NEPHI 33:1-10

the ‘name of Christ, that he will
dconsecrate thy performance unto
thee, that thy performance mayv be
for the °welfare of thy soul.

CHAPTER 33

Nephi’s words are true—They testify
of Christ—Those who believe in Christ
will believe Nephi’s words, which will
stand as a witness before the judgment
bar. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, cannot write all
the things which were taught among
my people; neither am 1 “mighty
in writing, like unto speaking;
for when a man Yspeaketh by the
power of the Holy Ghost the power
of the Holy Ghost carrieth it unto
the hearts of the children of men.

2 But behold, there are many
that “harden their *hearts against
the “Holy Spirit, that it hath no
place in them; wherefore, they cast
many things away which are writ-
ten and esteem them as things of
naught.

3 But 1, Nephi, have written what
1 have written, and I esteem it as of
great “worth, and especially unto
my people. For I *pray continually
for them by day, and mine ‘evyes
water my pillow by night, because
of them; and I ¢cry unto my God in
faith, and I know that he will hear
my Cry.

4 And I know that the Lord God

will consecrate my prayers for the
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pain of my people. And the words
which T have written in weakness
will be made strong unto them,; for
it “persuadeth them to do good; it
maketh known unto them of their
fathers; and it speaketh of Jesus,
and persuadeth them to believe
in him, and to endure to the end,
which is life Peternal.

5 And it speaketh “harshly against
sin, according to the ?plainness of
the truth; wherefore, no man will
be angryv at the words which I have
written save he shall be of the spirit
of the devil.

6 1 “glory in ®plainness; I glory in
truth; 1 glory in my Jesus, for he
hath ‘redeemed my soul from hell.

7 1 have “charity for my people,
and great faith in Christ that I
shall meet many souls spotless at
his judgment-seat,

8 1 have charity for the “Jew—I
say Jew, because [ mean them from
whence I came.

91 also have charity for the Gen-
tiles. But behold, for none of “these
can 1 hope except they shall be ’rec-
onciled unto Christ, and enter into
the ‘narrow 9gate, and ¢walk in the
’strait path which leads to life, and
contmue in the path until the end

I 10 And now, my beloved brethren,
tand also “Jew, and all ye ends of the I
i earth, hearken unto these words and !
i “believe in Christ; and if ye believe |
_notin these words believe in Christ. |
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And if ye shall °believe in Christ ye
{ will believe in these “words, for they |

i are the *words of Christ, and he hath

¢ all men that they should do good.
11 And if they are not the wort
{ of Christ, judge e—for Christ will

{ she untoyou,'wuh *power and
| great *glory, that they are his words,

{ ye shall know that I have been com-
i manded of him to write these things,
t notwithstanding my weakness.

T name of Christ that many of us, if
i not all, may be saved in his “king-

{ given them unto me; and they 'teach |

are not the words |

2 NEPHI 33:11-JACOB 1:3

| all those who are of the house of

Israel, and all ye ends of the earth,
I speak unto vou as the voice of one

crying from the dust: Farewell un-
- til that great day shall come.

14 And you that will not partake

. of the goodness of God, and respect
{ the words of the ?Jews, and also my
i ®words, and the words which shall
t at the last day; and you and 1 shall '
t stand face to face before his bar; and |

proceed forth out of the mouth of
the Lamb of God, behold, I bid you
an everlasting farewell, for these
words shall ‘condemn you at the

- last day.
12 And 1 pray the Father in the |

15 For what 1 seal on earth, shall

. be brought against you at the ¢judg-
. ment bar;
§ commanded me, and I must *obey.

4 Amen. b A3

for thus hath the Lord

“God knows that you are not perfect, that you will

fail at times. God loves you no less when you

struggle than when you triumph.”

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf, GC Oct. 2019

“As you use your agency to carve out time every
day to draw close to God’s voice, especially in

the Book of Mormon, over time,

His voice will

become clearer and more familiar to you.”

Michelle D. Craig, GC Oct. 2019

fore, Nephi gave me, Jacob, a com-

3 For he said that the history of his



Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“ sometimes think

that one of the best-
kept secrets of the
kingdom is that the

scriptures open the
door to the receipt of
- revelation.”

Doctrines of the Restoration, ed. Mark L.
McConkie, Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1989, p.




