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“As with all gifts, [the gift of the Holy Ghost] must 
be received and accepted to be enjoyed. When 
priesthood hands were laid upon your head to 
confirm you a member of the Church, you heard 
the words, ‘Receive the Holy Ghost.’ This did not 
mean that the Holy Ghost unconditionally became 
your constant companion. Scriptures warn us that 
the Spirit of the Lord will ‘not always strive with 
man.’ When we are confirmed, we are given the 
right to the companionship of the Holy Ghost, but it 
is a right that we must continue to earn through 
obedience and worthiness. We cannot take this gift 
for granted”  

(Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin in Conference Report, Apr. 2003, 27; or 
Ensign, May 2003, 27).
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Midrash – 2 Nephi 26:14-19 and 
27:6-23 

“The creative reinterpretation of a 
scriptural passage (2 Nephi 
26:14-19 and 27:6-23) in ways that 
highlight it’s hidden significance 
with regard to new contexts and 
situations is somewhat akin to 
later rabbinic exegesis. The fact 
t h a t t h i s i s d o n e t h r o u g h 
insertions within a continuous, 
phrase-by-phrase recitation of the 
original passage is extraordinary.” 

Maxwell Institute Study Edition of the Book 
of Mormon, Grant Hardy, 2018 
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“The first wrongdoing is like a single strand of 
flaxen thread; it is easily broken and thrown aside. 
But each time the wrong is repeated another 
strand is intertwined around the first, and on and 
on it goes until an almost unbreakable cord of 
multi-strands is woven. ‘The chains of habit,’ said 
Samuel Johnson, ‘are too small to be felt until they 
are too strong to be broken’”  

(Elder Carlos E. Asay, The Road to Somewhere: A Guide for Young 
Men and Women [1994], 88).
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“Therefore, let us beware of false prophets and false 
teachers, both men and women, who are self-appointed 
declarers of the doctrines of the Church and who seek to 
spread their false gospel and attract followers by sponsoring 
symposia, books, and journals whose contents challenge 
fundamental doctrines of the Church. Beware of those who 
speak and publish in opposition to God’s true prophets and 
who actively proselyte others with reckless disregard for the 
eternal well-being of those whom they seduce. Like Nehor 
and Korihor in the Book of Mormon, they rely on sophistry to 
deceive and entice others to their views. They ‘set 
themselves up for a light unto the world, that they may get 
gain and praise of the world; but they seek not the welfare of 
Zion’ (2 Nephi 26:29)”  

(Elder M. Russell Ballard in Conference Report, Oct. 1999, 78; or Ensign, 
Nov. 1999, 63).
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…he inviteth them all to come unto him and partake of his goodness; and 
he denieth none that come unto him, black and white, bond and free, 

male and female; and he remembereth the heathen; and all are alike unto 
God, both Jew and Gentile.

2 Nephi 26:33

Alma 11:44 Alma 1:30

Now, this restoration shall come to 
all, both old and young, both bond 
and free, both male and female, 
both the wicked and the righteous;

therefore they were liberal to all, both 
old and young, both bond and free, 
both male and female, whether out of 
the church or in the church, having 
no  respect  to persons as to those 
who stood in need.



“Our Father in Heaven loves all of His children equally, perfectly, 
and infinitely. His love is no different for His daughters than for 
His sons. Our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, also loves men and 
women equally. His Atonement and His gospel are for all of 
God’s children. During His earthly ministry Jesus served men 
and women alike: He healed both men and women and He 
taught both men and women. 

“… For example, faith, repentance, baptism, and the gift of the 
Holy Ghost are requirements for all of God’s children, regardless 
of gender. The same is true of temple covenants and blessings. 
Our Father’s work and glory is to bring to pass the immortality 
and eternal life of His children (see Moses 1:39). … His greatest 
gift, the gift of eternal life, is available to all”  

(Elder M. Russell Ballard , “Equality through Diversity,” Ensign, Nov. 1993, 89).
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“Many more scriptural writings will yet come to us, including 
those of Enoch (see D&C 107:57), all of the writings of the 
Apostle John (see Ether 4:16), the records of the lost tribes of 
Israel (see 2 Nephi 29:13), and the approximately two-thirds of 
the Book of Mormon plates that were sealed: ‘And the day 
cometh that the words of the book which were sealed shall be 
read upon the house tops; and they shall be read by the power 
of Christ; and all things shall be revealed unto the children of 
men which ever have been among the children of men, and 
which ever will be even unto the end of the earth’ (2 Nephi 
27:11). Today we carry convenient quadruple combinations of 
the scriptures, but one day, since more scriptures are coming, 
we may need to pull little red wagons brimful with books”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “A Wonderful Flood of Light” [1990], 18).
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Oliver Cowdery reported that during Moroni’s initial visit to 
Joseph Smith on September 21–22, 1823, Moroni quoted 
the prophecy of Isaiah cited in 2 Nephi 27 and said that 
Joseph was to fulfill it: 


“‘Yet,’ said he, ‘the scripture must be fulfilled before it is 
translated, which says that the words of a book, which 
were sealed, were presented to the learned; for thus has 
God determined to leave men without excuse, and show 
to the meek that his arm is not shortened that it cannot 
save’”  

(“Letter IV. To W. W. Phelps,” Messenger and Advocate, Feb. 1835, 
80).



“This is not solely a reference to Professor Anthon, 
since the plural pronoun they is used [2 Nephi 27:20]. 
The reference suggests a mind-set of most of the 
learned of the world, who, by and large, do not take 
the Book of Mormon seriously. Even when they read 
it, they do not really read it, except with a mind-set 
which excludes miracles, including the miracle of the 
book’s coming forth by the ‘gift and power of God’”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “The Book of Mormon: A Great Answer to ‘the 
Great Question,’” in Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate Jr., eds., The 
Book of Mormon: First Nephi, The Doctrinal Foundation [1988], 9).
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“Such is the purpose of the Book of Mormon. 
Members of false churches who err in spirit, who 
think they have the truth, are brought by the Book of 
Mormon to the fulness of the gospel. Those who have 
based their beliefs on isolated verses and obscure 
passages, and who have wondered and murmured at 
seeming biblical conflicts, come to learn sound 
doctrine. No longer do they worry about the 
atonement, salvation by grace alone, infant baptism, 
the priesthood, the gifts of the Spirit, the passages 
about an apostasy, a gospel restoration, and the 
gathering of Israel. All things fall into place because 
of this new witness for Christ and his gospel”  

(Elder Bruce R. McConkie, “The Millennial Messiah” [1982], 174–75).
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“Each of the major writers of the Book of Mormon testified that he 
wrote for future generations. … 

“If they saw our day and chose those things which would be of 
greatest worth to us, is not that how we should study the Book of 
Mormon? We should constantly ask ourselves, ‘Why did the Lord 
inspire Mormon (or Moroni or Alma) to include that in his record? What 
lesson can I learn from that to help me live in this day and age?’ … 

“… In the Book of Mormon we find lessons for dealing with 
persecution and apostasy. We learn much about how to do missionary 
work. And more than anywhere else, we see in the Book of Mormon 
the dangers of materialism and setting our hearts on the things of the 
world. Can anyone doubt that this book was meant for us and that in it 
we find great power, great comfort, and great protection?”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Oct. 1986, 5–6; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1986, 6–7).
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So Close Jon… 
2 Nephi 12:22 

Cease ye from man, 
whose breath is in his 
nostrils; for wherein is 
he to be accounted of?



“Thomas R. Rowan . . . said: ‘Author and commentator Malcolm 
Muggeridge once told a story about some frogs who were killed 
without resistance by being boiled alive in [a] cauldron of water. 
Why didn’t they resist? Because when they were put in the 
cauldron, the water was tepid. Then the temperature was raised 
ever so slightly, . . . then a bit warmer still, and on and on and on. 
The change was so gradual, almost imperceptible, that the frogs 
accommodated themselves to their new environment—until it was 
too late. The point that Mr. Muggeridge was making was not about 
frogs but about us and how we tend to accept evil as long as it is 
not a shock that is thrust on us abruptly. We are inclined to accept 
something morally wrong if it is only a shade more wrong than 
something we are already accepting’” (National Press Club Forum). 

After sharing this analogy, Elder Faust said, “This gradual process 
was foretold by ancient prophets”  

(Elder James E. Faust in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 40; or Ensign, May 
1989, 32).



“The Book of Mormon exposes the enemies of Christ. 
It confounds false doctrines and lays down contention. 
(See 2 Ne. 3:12.) It fortifies the humble followers of 
Christ against the evil designs, strategies, and 
doctrines of the devil in our day. The type of apostates 
in the Book of Mormon are similar to the type we have 
today. God, with his infinite foreknowledge, so molded 
the Book of Mormon that we might see the error and 
know how to combat false educational, political, 
religious, and philosophical concepts of our time” 

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1975, 94–95; or 
Ensign, May 1975, 64).



“The philosophy of ritual prodigalism is ‘eat, drink, and be 
merry, … [and] God will beat us with a few stripes’ (2 Nephi 
28:8). This is a cynical and shallow view of God, of self, and 
of life. God never can justify us ‘in committing a little 
sin’ (verse 8). He is the God of the universe, not some night-
court judge with whom we can haggle and plea bargain! 

“Of course God is forgiving! But He knows the intents of 
our hearts. He also knows what good we might have done 
while AWOL [absent without leave]. In any case, what 
others do is no excuse for the disciple from whom much is 
required (see Alma 39:4). Besides, on the straight and 
narrow path, there are simply no corners to be cut (see 
D&C 82:3)”  

(Neal A. Maxwell in Conference Report, Oct. 1988, 40; or Ensign, Nov. 
1988, 33).



“[One deception] is what some erroneously call 
‘premeditated repentance.’ There is no such 
doctrine in this Church. This may sound subtly 
appealing, but it is in fact pernicious and a false 
concept. Its objective is to persuade us that we can 
consciously and deliberately transgress with the 
forethought that quick repentance will permit us to 
enjoy the full blessings of the gospel, such as 
temple blessings or a mission. True repentance can 
be a long, painful process. This foolish doctrine was 
foreseen by Nephi: 

“‘And there shall also be many which shall say: Eat, 
drink, and be merry; nevertheless, fear God—he will 
justify in committing a little sin; … there is no harm 
in this; and do all these things, for tomorrow we die; 



drink, and be merry; nevertheless, fear God—he will 
justify in committing a little sin; … there is no harm 
in this; and do all these things, for tomorrow we die; 
and if it so be that we are guilty, God will beat us 
with a few stripes, and at last we shall be saved in 
the kingdom of God’ [2 Nephi 28:8]. 

“… All of our covenants must not only be received 
through ordinances but, to be eternal, must also be 
sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise. This divine 
stamp of approval is placed upon our ordinances 
and covenants only through faithfulness. The false 
idea of so-called premeditated repentance involves 
an element of deception, but the Holy Spirit of 
Promise cannot be deceived”  

(President James E. Faust in Conference Report, Oct. 2000, 61; or 
Ensign, Nov. 2000, 46). 
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“It should come as no surprise that one of the adversary’s 
tactics in the latter days is stirring up hatred among the 
children of men. He loves to see us criticize each other, 
make fun or take advantage of our neighbor’s known flaws, 
and generally pick on each other. The Book of Mormon is 
clear from where all anger, malice, greed, and hate come 
from. 

“… By the looks of what we constantly see depicted in the 
news media, it appears that Satan is doing a pretty good 
job. In the name of reporting the news, we are besieged 
with sometimes graphic depictions—too often in living 
color—of greed, extortion, violent sexual crimes, and 
insults between business, athletic, or political opponents”  

(Elder Marvin J. Ashton in Conference Report, Apr. 1992, 24–25; or 
Ensign, May 1992, 19). 
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“A corollary to the pernicious falsehood that God is dead is 
the equally pernicious doctrine that there is no devil. Satan 
himself is the father of both of these lies. To believe them is 
to surrender to him. Such surrender has always led, is 
leading now, and will continue to lead men to destruction. 

“Latter-day Saints know that there is a God. With like 
certainty, they know that Satan lives, that he is a powerful 
personage of spirit, the archenemy of God, of man, and of 
righteousness. 

“The reality of the existence of both God and the devil is 
conclusively established by the scriptures and by human 
experience”  

(President Marion G. Romneyin Conference Report, Apr. 1971, 22; or 
Ensign, June 1971, 35).



“We have … had very specific warnings regarding Satan’s 
power, influence, and determination. Nephi prophesied more 
than twenty-five hundred years ago of the trials and 
turbulence that you would face. You all know the scripture. It 
is found in the 28th chapter of 2 Nephi: [2 Nephi 28:20–21] 

“I believe this scripture is true. I believe the time is now. And I 
believe the target is you. For the most part, Satan has made 
great strides in establishing and selling his value system, 
which is based upon the son of man, not the Son of God: 
‘Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die’ (2 Nephi 28:7) 
and ‘There is no hell’ (2 Nephi 28:22). His is a value system 
based upon selfishness, self-indulgence, and immediate 
gratification. Thus we see devastating decisions constantly 
being made by those of your age. We see cultures infested 
with drugs, sex, alcohol, pornography, laziness, and many 
other spiritually devastating practices. But that does not have 
to be you. 



being made by those of your age. We see cultures infested 
with drugs, sex, alcohol, pornography, laziness, and many 
other spiritually devastating practices. But that does not have 
to be you. 

“President Gordon B. Hinckley has warned us and pleaded 
with us: ‘I wish to say in the strongest language of which I am 
capable, stay away from moral iniquity. You know what is 
right and wrong. You cannot use ignorance as an excuse for 
unacceptable behavior. … 

“‘I beg of you, my dear young friends, to avoid such behavior. 
It will not be easy. It will require self-discipline. … You need 
the strength that comes of prayer’ (“To Men of the 
Priesthood,” Ensign, Nov. 2002, 58–59)”  

(Bishop Richard C. Edgley, “Becoming You” [CES fireside for young 
adults, Nov. 3, 2002], 4, www.ldsces.org).
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Woes Similar to: 

Jacob’s in 2 Nephi 9:27-38 
And  

Isaiah’s in 2 Nephi 15:8-25
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“Our main task is to declare the gospel and do it effectively. We 
are not obligated to answer every objection. Every man 
eventually is backed up to the wall of faith, and there he must 
make his stand. … 

“The Book of Mormon is to be used ‘for a standard unto my 
people, which are of the house of Israel,’ the Lord says, and its 
words ‘shall hiss forth unto the ends of the earth.’ (2 Ne. 29:2.) 
We, the members of the Church, and particularly the 
missionaries, have to be the ‘hissers,’ or the tellers and 
testifiers, of the Book of Mormon unto the ends of the earth. 

“The Book of Mormon is the great standard we are to use. … 
The Book of Mormon is the great finder of the golden contact. 
It does not contain things which are ‘pleasing unto the world’ (1 
Ne. 6:5). … It is a great sieve”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1975, 95–96; or 
Ensign, May 1975, 65). 
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“Strange as it may seem to present day enemies of 
the truth, their very opposition to the receipt of more 
of the word of the Lord by way of the Book of 
Mormon is one of the signs of the times. Their 
opposition, summarized in the canting chant, ‘A 
Bible! A Bible! We have got a Bible, and there cannot 
be any more Bible,’ brings forth this severe rebuke 
from the Lord: ‘Thou fool, that shall say: A Bible, we 
have got a Bible, and we need no more Bible. … 
Wherefore murmur ye, because that ye shall receive 
more of my word?’ (2 Ne. 29.)”  

(Elder Bruce R. McConkie, “Mormon Doctrine,” 2nd ed. 
[1966], 719). 
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“‘And it shall come to pass that the Jews which are scattered also shall begin 
to believe in Christ; and they shall begin to gather in upon the face of the 
land.’ (2 Ne. 30:7.) Much of the old Jewish bitterness against Christ has ceased; 
many now accept him as a great Rabbi, though not the Son of God. A few have 
accepted him in the full sense, coming into the true Church along with the 
gathered remnants of Ephraim and his fellows. 

“But the great conversion of the Jews, their return to the truth as a nation, is 
destined to follow the Second Coming of their Messiah. Those able to abide 
that day, in their extremity and mourning, will ask: ‘What are these wounds in 
thine hands and in thy feet? Then shall they know that I am the Lord; for I will 
say unto them: These wounds are the wounds with which I was wounded in the 
house of my friends. I am he who was lifted up. I am Jesus that was crucified. I 
am the Son of God.’ (D. & C. 45:51–52; Zech. 12:8–14; 13:6.)”  

(Bruce R. McConkie, “Mormon Doctrine,” 722–23) 




