


“Most [readers] readily understand the narrative of the Book of 
Mormon. 

“Then, just as you settle in to move comfortably along, you will 
meet a barrier. … Interspersed in the narrative, are chapters 
reciting the prophecies of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. They 
loom as a barrier, like a roadblock or a checkpoint beyond which 
the casual reader, one with idle curiosity, generally will not go. 

“You, too, may be tempted to stop there, but do not do it! Do not 
stop reading! Move forward through those difficult-to-understand 
chapters of Old Testament prophecy, even if you understand very 
little of it. Move on, if all you do is skim and merely glean an 
impression here and there. Move on, if all you do is look at the 
words”  

(Elder Boyd K Packer in Conference Report, Apr. 1986, 76; or Ensign, May 1986, 61).





“The Lord’s manner of teaching and affirming, especially 
when it involves a covenant, has always provided more 
than one testimony. His admonition has always been that 
‘in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be 
established.’ Indeed, when the Book of Mormon was to 
come forth through the inspired hand of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, it was prophesied that ‘three shall … be 
shown [the plates] by the power of God. … And in the 
mouth of three witnesses shall these things be established. 
… 

“Those three witnesses were to be Oliver Cowdery, David 
Whitmer, and Martin Harris. … 

“In keeping with this same covenantal principle, it is 
interesting to note that there were three earlier witnesses—
special witnesses—not only of the divine origins of the 
Book of Mormon but also of Divinity himself. These early 
witnesses were Nephi, Jacob, and Isaiah, and it is not by 



Whitmer, and Martin Harris. … 

“In keeping with this same covenantal principle, it is 
interesting to note that there were three earlier witnesses—
special witnesses—not only of the divine origins of the 
Book of Mormon but also of Divinity himself. These early 
witnesses were Nephi, Jacob, and Isaiah, and it is not by 
coincidence that their testimonies appear so conspicuously 
at the beginning of this ancient record. … 

“… What is known is that most of the ‘greater views’ of the 
gospel found in the teachings of the small plates of Nephi 
come from the personal declarations of these three great 
prophetic witnesses of the premortal Jesus Christ—Nephi, 
Jacob, and Isaiah. These three doctrinal and visionary 
voices make clear at the very outset of the Book of 
Mormon why it is ‘another testament of Jesus Christ.’ … 

“One could argue convincingly that the primary purpose for 
recording, preserving, and then translating the small plates 
of Nephi was to bring forth to the dispensation of the 



at the beginning of this ancient record. … 

“… What is known is that most of the ‘greater views’ of the 
gospel found in the teachings of the small plates of Nephi 
come from the personal declarations of these three great 
prophetic witnesses of the premortal Jesus Christ—Nephi, 
Jacob, and Isaiah. These three doctrinal and visionary 
voices make clear at the very outset of the Book of 
Mormon why it is ‘another testament of Jesus Christ.’ … 

“One could argue convincingly that the primary purpose for 
recording, preserving, and then translating the small plates 
of Nephi was to bring forth to the dispensation of the 
fulness of times the testimony of these three witnesses. 
Their writings constitute a full 135 of the [143] pages from 
the small plates. By the time one has read Nephi, Jacob, 
and Isaiah in these first pages, a strong foundation has 
been laid for what Nephi called ‘the doctrine of Christ’”  

(Elder Jeffrey R. HollandChrist and the New Covenant [1997], 33–35). 



Contents of the Small Plates of Nephi 

143 pages
134 pages

Enos, Jarom, Omni

1 Nephi 

2 Nephi 

Jacob

The Three witness of Jesus Christ: 
• Isaiah 
• Nephi 
• Jacob

2 Nephi 11:2-3

Comprise 94% of the writing in the 
small plates. 





“I wonder if we fully appreciate the enormous significance of our 
belief in a literal, universal resurrection. The assurance of immortality 
is fundamental to our faith. The Prophet Joseph Smith declared: 

“‘The fundamental principles of our religion are the testimony of the 
Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was 
buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended into heaven; and 
all other things which pertain to our religion are only appendages to 
it’ (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding 
Smith [1976], 121). 

“Of all things in that glorious ministry, why did the Prophet Joseph 
Smith use the testimony of the Savior’s death, burial, and 
Resurrection as the fundamental principle of our religion, saying that 
‘all other things … are only appendages to it’? The answer is found in 
the fact that the Savior’s Resurrection is central to what the prophets 
have called ‘the great and eternal plan of deliverance from death’ (2 
Nephi 11:5)”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 2000, 17; or Ensign, May 2000, 15). 
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Why study Isaiah? (Bible Dictionary): 

“Isaiah is the most quoted of all the prophets, being more frequently quoted 
by Jesus, Paul, Peter, and John (in his Revelation) than any other [Old 
Testament] prophet. Likewise the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and 
Covenants quote from Isaiah more than from any other prophet. The Lord 
told the Nephites that ‘great are the words of Isaiah,’ and that all things 
Isaiah spoke of the house of Israel and of the gentiles would be fulfilled (3 
Ne. 23:1–3). … 

“The reader today has no greater written commentary and guide to 
understanding Isaiah than the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and 
Covenants. As one understands these works better he will understand Isaiah 
better, and as one understands Isaiah better, he more fully comprehends the 
mission of the Savior, and the meaning of the covenant that was placed 
upon Abraham and his seed by which all the families of the earth would be 
blessed” (“Isaiah,” 707; see commentary for 1 Nephi 20–21 on page 43). 



The Book of Mormon and The Doctrine & Covenants 

“Ten Keys to Understanding Isaiah” by Elder Bruce R. McConkie - Ensign, 
October 1973 

Isaiah Plain and Simple by Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr. (Joseph Fielding Smith’s 
grandson) 

Understanding Isaiah by Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry & Tina Peterson 

Deseret Book “Isaiah” - over 30 titles

References:









D&C 77:4 

W i n g s a r e a 
representation of 
power, to move, 
to act, etc.





 Painting by Howard David Johnson 



Incense 
The preparation of incense is described in  Ex. 30:34–36; the duty of 
offering it twice daily fell upon the high priest (Ex. 30:7–8), but in the 
second temple the privilege was extended to all the priests, and the lot 
was cast each day to decide who should offer it (Luke 1:9). Live coals 
were brought from the brazen altar of burnt offering and placed on the 
golden altar of incense; then the priest to whom the lot had fallen 
entered alone into the Holy Place, carrying in a censer the incense, 
which he cast on the fire. Then, bowing reverently toward the Holy of 
Holies, he returned to the congregation, who were praying outside, and 
pronounced the blessing in Num. 6:24–26. The choir of Levites at once 
started to sing the daily psalms. On the Day of Atonement there was a 
special offering of incense. See Ps. 141:2; Mal. 1:11; Rev. 5:8; 8:3–4. 
See also Fasts.
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 Painting by Howard David Johnson 



14 And in them is fulfilled the 
prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By 
hearing ye shall hear, and shall not 
understand; and seeing ye shall see, 
and shall not perceive: 

15 For this people’s heart is waxed 
gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes they have 
closed; lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with 
their ears, and should understand with 
their heart, and should be converted, 
and I should heal them. 

Matthew 13:14-15
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“As I contemplate this marvelous structure adjacent to the 
temple [the Conference Center], there comes to mind the 
great prophetic utterance of Isaiah: 

“‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain 
of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 
nations shall flow unto it.’ … 

“I believe that prophecy applies to the historic and wonderful 
Salt Lake Temple. But I believe also that it is related to this 
magnificent hall. For it is from this pulpit that the law of God 
shall go forth, together with the word and testimony of the 
Lord”  

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Oct. 2000, 89; or 
Ensign, Nov. 2000, 69). 
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“Many take comfort from the Old Testament 
prophecy that nations will ‘beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks’ (Micah 4:3). But this prophecy only applies 
to that time of peace which follows the time when 
the God of Jacob ‘will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths’ (4:2). For now, we have wars 
and conflicts, and everywhere they are rooted in 
violations of the commandments of God”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 1990, 92; or Ensign, 
May 1990, 72). 
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“I began to read in 2 Nephi 12 and thought: ‘The Lord is 
speaking to me. What is it He wants to tell me directly?’ 
Then I came to a verse in the Isaiah passages that jumped 
out as if it were already underlined: ‘And it shall come to 
pass that the lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord 
alone shall be exalted in that day’ (2 Ne. 12:11). 

“This is describing a day when the Savior will come, a day 
we all look for and want our students to prepare for. This 
scripture says that in that day, all of us who thought we 
were special and wonderful will seem smaller, and the Lord 
will be exalted. We will see better who He is, how much we 
love Him, and how humble we should be. … 



love Him, and how humble we should be. … 

“… I understood why Isaiah told me it would be helpful to 
foresee the day when the Lord would be exalted and to 
know how much I depend upon Him. We need Him, and the 
faith we have in Him makes us see Him as great and exalted 
and ourselves as small and dependent”  

(President Henry B. Eyring, “The Book of Mormon Will Change Your 
Life,” Ensign, Feb. 2004, 10–11). 
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And upon all the ships 
of Tarshish, and upon 
all pleasant pictures.

KJV Isaiah 2:16

and upon every ship 
of the sea, and upon 
every display of fine 
ships.

Septuagint Isaiah 2:16

For more information check out your 
Bible Dictionary - Septuagint
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“Those who have got the forgiveness of their sins 
have countenances that look bright, and they will 
shine with the intelligence of heaven”  

(President Brigham Young, “Speech,” Times and Seasons, July 1, 
1845, 956).



“No man can disobey the word of God and not suffer 
for so doing. No sin, however secret, can escape 
retribution. True, you may lie and not be detected; you 
may violate virtue without it being known by any who 
would scandalize you; yet you cannot escape the 
judgment that follows such transgression. The lie is 
lodged in the recesses of your mind, an impairment of 
your character that will reflect sometime, somehow in 
your countenance or bearing”  

(President David O. McKay in Conference Report, Oct. 1951, 8).
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Exodus 19:9, 18 
1 Kings 8:10

D&C 45:66-70; 
115:6
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“The gap between what is popular and what is 
righteous is widening. As prophesied by Isaiah, many 
today ‘call evil good, and good evil’ [Isaiah 5:20]. 
Revelations from the prophets of God are not like 
offerings at the cafeteria, some to be selected and 
others disregarded”  

(President James E. Faust in Conference Report, Oct. 2003, 21; or 
Ensign, Nov. 2003, 22).
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HEB The remnant shall return.2 Chronicles 28:1-4 

1  Ahaz  was  twenty years old 
when he began to reign, and 
he reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem: but he did not that 
which was right in the sight of 
the Lord, like David his father: 
2 For he walked in the ways of 
the kings of Israel, and made 
also molten images for Baalim. 
3  Moreover he burnt incense 
in the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, and burnt his children 
i n t h e  fi r e , a f t e r t h e 
abominations of the heathen 
whom the  Lord  had cast out 
before the children of Israel. 
4 He sacrificed also and burnt 
incense in the high places, 
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Maher-Shalal-hash-baz Shearjashub Isaiah

Destruction is 
Imminent

The remnant 
shall return

The Lord is 
salvation



“Isaiah describes and then contrasts two forms of waters—the soft, rolling 
waters of Shiloah, located near the temple mount of Jerusalem, and the 
waters of the Euphrates, a great river that often floods out of control. The 
waters of Shiloah are controlled and inviting, whereas the Euphrates is 
dangerous and destructive. The waters of Shiloah bring life to those who drink 
them; the Euphrates brings death to those who are swept up in its flood. 
Isaiah’s images of the two waters are symbolic: the former represents Jesus, 
the King of Heaven, who is likened to the waters of life; the latter is the king of 
Assyria, who leads his great, destructive armies and ‘cover the earth [like a 
flood … and] destroy the inhabitants thereof’ (Jer. 46:8). Inasmuch as the 
inhabitants of Judah had rejected Jesus, or the waters of Shiloah, the Lord set 
upon them the king of Assyria, or the strong and mighty waters of the river 
that would overflow their banks and cover the entire land with its destruction”  

(Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [1998], 83).
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“In our day we are experiencing an explosion of 
knowledge about the world and its people. But the people 
of the world are not experiencing a comparable 
expansion of knowledge about God and his plan for his 
children. On that subject, what the world needs is not 
more scholarship and technology but more righteousness 
and revelation. 

“I long for the day prophesied by Isaiah when ‘the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord’ (Isaiah 11:9; 2 
Nephi 21:9). In an inspired utterance, the Prophet Joseph 
Smith described the Lord’s ‘pouring down knowledge 
from heaven upon the heads of the Latter-day 
Saints’ (D&C 121:33). This will not happen for those 
whose ‘hearts are set so much upon the things of this 
world, and aspire to the honors of men’ (121:35). Those 
w h o f a i l t o l e a r n a n d u s e ‘ p r i n c i p l e s o f 
righteousness’ (121:36) will be left to themselves to kick 
against those in authority, ‘to persecute the saints, and to 



whose ‘hearts are set so much upon the things of this 
world, and aspire to the honors of men’ (121:35). Those 
w h o f a i l t o l e a r n a n d u s e ‘ p r i n c i p l e s o f 
righteousness’ (121:36) will be left to themselves to kick 
against those in authority, ‘to persecute the saints, and to 
fight against God’ (121:38). In contrast, the Lord makes 
this great promise to the faithful: 

“‘The doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul 
as the dews from heaven. 

“‘The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, and 
thy scepter an unchanging scepter of righteousness and 
truth; and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion, 
and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee 
forever and ever’ (D&C 121:45–46)”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 38–39; or 
Ensign, May 1989, 30). 
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“Do eternal consequences rest upon our response to this 
book? Yes, either to our blessing or our condemnation. 

“Every Latter-day Saint should make the study of this 
book a lifetime pursuit. Otherwise he is placing his soul in 
jeopardy and neglecting that which could give spiritual 
and intellectual unity to his whole life. There is a 
difference between a convert who is built on the rock of 
Christ through the Book of Mormon and stays hold of that 
iron rod, and one who is not”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson, “A Witness and a Warning,” [1988], 7–8).



Isaiah 11:11

 Isaiah 29:14 

“In addition … he [Moroni] quoted the 
eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that 

it was about to be fulfilled.”

Joseph Smith History 1:40
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2 Nephi 10:24 - “after ye are 
reconciled unto God, that it is only in 
and through the grace of God that ye 

are saved”

Jacob previously tought…
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“after ye are reconciled unto 
God, that it is only in and 

through the grace of God that 
ye are saved”

2 Nephi 25:232 Nephi 10:24
For we labor diligently to write, 

to persuade our children, and also our 
brethren, to believe in Christ,  

and to be reconciled to God; 
for we know that it is 

by grace that we are saved, 
after all we can do.

Mosiah 2:21
I say unto you that if ye should  serve  him who has created you from the beginning, and 
is  preserving  you from day to day, by lending you  breath, that ye may live and move and do 
according to your own will, and even supporting you from one moment to another—I say, if ye 
should serve him with all your whole souls yet ye would be unprofitable servants.



“Some Christians accuse Latter-day Saints … of denying 
the grace of God through claiming they can earn their 
own salvation. We answer this accusation with the words 
of two Book of Mormon prophets. Nephi taught, ‘For we 
labor diligently … to persuade our children … to believe 
in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it 
is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do’ (2 
Nephi 25:23). And what is ‘all we can do’? It surely 
includes repentance (see Alma 24:11) and baptism, 
keeping the commandments, and enduring to the end. 
Moroni pleaded, ‘Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected 
in him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye 
shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God 
with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace 
sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in 
Christ’ (Moroni 10:32). 



shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God 
with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace 
sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in 
Christ’ (Moroni 10:32). 

“We are not saved in our sins, as by being unconditionally 
saved through confessing Christ and then, inevitably, 
committing sins in our remaining lives (see Alma 11:36–
37). We are saved from our sins (see Helaman 5:10) by a 
weekly renewal of our repentance and cleansing through 
the grace of God and His blessed plan of salvation (see 3 
Nephi 9:20–22)” 

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 1998, 77; or Ensign, 
May 1998, 56).
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“As a Church we have critics, many of them. They say we do not 
believe in the traditional Christ of Christianity. There is some 
substance to what they say. Our faith, our knowledge is not based on 
ancient tradition, the creeds which came of a finite understanding and 
out of the almost infinite discussions of men trying to arrive at a 
definition of the risen Christ. Our faith, our knowledge comes of the 
witness of a prophet in this dispensation who saw before him the 
great God of the universe and His Beloved Son, the resurrected Lord 
Jesus Christ. They spoke to him. He spoke with Them. He testified 
openly, unequivocally, and unabashedly of that great vision. It was a 
vision of the Almighty and of the Redeemer of the world, glorious 
beyond our understanding but certain and unequivocating in the 
knowledge which it brought. It is out of that knowledge, rooted deep in 
the soil of modern revelation, that we, in the words of Nephi, ‘talk of 
Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of 
Christ, and we write according to our prophecies, that [we and] our 
children may know to what source [we] may look for a remission of 
[our] sins’ (2 Nephi 25:26)”  

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Apr. 2002, 107–8; or 
Ensign, May 2002, 90–91). 
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“Once a testimony is in place, just like a fire that needs fuel and oxygen 
to burn, it needs to be fed and tended or it will burn out and die. A 
dying testimony corresponds, in fact, to a forthcoming denial of Christ, 
our Savior and Redeemer. … 

“Unfortunately, there are those who gain testimonies and then deny 
them and lose them. How does this happen? If you follow the steps to 
obtain a testimony, you do exactly the opposite to deny it or lose it. Do 
not pray; the door to revelation will be closed. Do not be humble but 
listen to your own superior voice. Do not participate in the ordinances 
of the gospel but follow the practices of the world. Do not follow 
Church leaders but be critical of them. Do not listen to prophets and 
follow their counsel but interpret their declarations according to your 
own desires. Do not obey the commandments but live according to 
your own appetites and desires”  

(Elder Charles Didier in Conference Report, Oct. 1991, 86; or Ensign, Nov. 1991, 63). 
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