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“Most [readers] readily understand the narrative of the Book of
Mormon.

“Then, just as you settle In to move comfortably along, you will
meet a barrier. ... Interspersed Iin the narrative, are chapters
reciting the prophecies of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. They
loom as a barrier, like a roadblock or a checkpoint beyond which
the casual reader, one with idle curiosity, generally will not go.

“You, too, may be tempted to stop there, but do not do 1t! Do not
stop reading! Move forward through those difficult-to-understand
chapters of Old Testament prophecy, even if you understand very
little of it. Move on, If all you do iIs skim and merely glean an
iImpression here and there. Move on, If all you do is look at the
words”

(Elder Boyd K Packer in Conference Report, Apr. 1986, 76; or Ensign, May 1986, 61).
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4led away from time to time from |

the house of Israel, according to his
will and pleasure. And now behold,
the Lord remembereth all them who
have been broken off, wherefore he
remembereth us also.

23 Therefore, “cheer up your hearts,
and remember that ve are ®free to
cact for yourselves—to ¢choose the
way of everlasting death or the way
of eternal life.

24 Wherefore, my beloved breth-
ren, “reconcile yourselves to the
bwill of God, and not to the will of
the devil and the flesh; and remem-
ber, after ve are reconciled unto
God, that it is only in and through
the ‘grace of God that ye are 9saved.

25 Wherefore, may God “raise vou
from death by the power of the res-
urrection, and also from everlasting
death by the power of the Patone-
ment, that ve may be received into
the ‘eternal kingdom of God, that
ye may praise him through grace
divine, Amen.

CHAPTER 11

Jacob saw his Redeemer—T he law of
Moses typifies Christ and proves He
will come. About 559-545 B.C.

AND now, “Jacob spake many more
things to my people at that time;
nevertheless only these things have I
caused to be Pwritten, for the things
which I have written sufficeth me.
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2 And now I, Nephi, write “more
of the words of ?Isaiah, for my soul
delighteth in his words. For I will
liken his words unto my people,
and 1 will send them forth unto
all my children, for he verily ‘saw
r ‘Redeemer, even as I have seen

"'3 X nd my brother, Jacob, also
has “seen him as I have’seen" ’
wheretore, I will send their words
forth unto my children to prove
unto them that my words are true.
Wherefore, by the words of ®’three,
God hath said, I will establish my
word. Nevertheless, God sendeth
more ‘witnesses, and he proveth
all his words.

4 Behold, my soul delighteth in
“proving unto my people the truth
of the coming of Christ; for, for
this end hath the ‘law of Moses
been given; and all things which
have been given of God from the
beginning of the world, unto man,
are the 9typifying of him.

5 And also my soul delighteth in
the “covenants of the Lord which
he hath made to our fathers; yea,
my soul delighteth in his °grace,
and in his justice, and power, and
mercy in the great and eternal plan
of °deliverance from death.

6 And my soul delighteth in prov-
ing unto my people that “save Christ
should come all men must perish.

7 For if there be “no Christ there be

no God; and if there be no God we

81

are not, for there could have been
no “creation. But there is a God, and
‘he 1s Christ, and he cometh in the
fulness of his own time.,

8 And now 1 write “some of the
words of 1saiah, that whoso of my
people shall see these words may
lift up their hearts and rejoice for
all men. Now these are the words,
and yve may liken them unto yvou
and unto all men.

CHAPTER 12

Isaiah sees the latter-day temple, gath-
ering of Israel, and millennial judgment
and peace—The proud and wicked will
be brought low at the Second Coming—
Compare Isaiah 2. About 559-545 B.C.

“THE word that Isaiah, the son of
Amoz, saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem:

2 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, *when the ®mountain of
the Lord’s ‘house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the “mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations shall flow unto it.

3 And many “people shall go and
say, Come ve, and let us go up to
the Pmountain of the Lord, to the
‘house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths; for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 And he shall “judge among the
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“The Lord’s manner of teaching and affirming, especially
when it involves a covenant, has always provided more
than one testimony. His admonition has always been that
‘Iin the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be
established.’ Indeed, when the Book of Mormon was to
come forth through the Inspired hand of the Prophet
Joseph Smith, it was prophesied that ‘three shall ... be
shown [the plates] by the power of God. ... And in the
mouth of three witnesses shall these things be established.

“Those three withesses were to be Oliver Cowdery, David
Whitmer, and Martin Harris. ...

“In keeping with this same covenantal principle, it iIs
Interesting to note that there were three earlier withesses —
special withesses—not only of the divine origins of the
Book of Mormon but also of Divinity himself. These early



“In keeping with this same covenantal principle, it iIs
Interesting to note that there were three earlier withesses —
special withesses—not only of the divine origins of the
Book of Mormon but also of Divinity himself. These early
witnesses were Nephi, Jacob, and Isaiah, and it iIs not by
coincidence that their testimonies appear so conspicuously
at the beginning of this ancient record. ...

“... What is known Is that most of the ‘greater views’ of the
gospel found In the teachings of the small plates of Nephi
come from the personal declarations of these three great
prophetic withesses of the premortal Jesus Christ—Nephi,
Jacob, and lIsaiah. These three doctrinal and visionary
voices make clear at the very outset of the Book of
Mormon why it is ‘another testament of Jesus Christ.’ ...

“One could argue convincingly that the primary purpose for
recording, preservmg, and then translating the small plates
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“... What is known is that most of the ‘greater views’ of the
gospel found In the teachings of the small plates of Nephi
come from the personal declarations of these three great
prophetic withesses of the premortal Jesus Christ—Nephi,
Jacob, and lIsaiah. These three doctrinal and visionary
voices make clear at the very outset of the Book of
Mormon why it is ‘another testament of Jesus Christ.’ ...

“One could argue convincingly that the primary purpose for
recording, preserving, and then translating the small plates
of Nephi was to bring forth to the dispensation of the
fulness of times the testimony of these three withesses.
Their writings constitute a full 135 of the [143] pages from
the small plates. By the time one has read Nephi, Jacob,
and Isaiah in these first pages, a strong foundation has
been laid for what Nephi called ‘the doctrine of Christ’”

(Elder Jeffrey R. HollandChrist and the New Covenant [1997], 33-35).



Contents of the Small Plates of Nephi

1 Nephi : :
The Three withess of Jesus Christ:

o |saiah
* Nephi 2 Nephi 11:2-3

134 pages o Jacob 143 pages

Comprise 94% of the writing in'the
small plates.

Jacob

Enos, Jarom, Omni
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“I wonder If we fully appreciate the enormous significance of our
belief in a literal, universal resurrection. The assurance of immortality
is fundamental to our faith. The Prophet Joseph Smith declared:

“‘'The fundamental principles of our religion are the testimony of the
Apostles and Prophets, concerning Jesus Christ, that He died, was
buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended into heaven; and
all other things which pertain to our religion are only appendages to
i’ (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding
Smith [1976], 121).

“Of all things in that glorious ministry, why did the Prophet Joseph
Smith use the testimony of the Savior’s death, burial, and
Resurrection as the fundamental principle of our religion, saying that
‘all other things ... are only appendages to it’? The answer is found in
the fact that the Savior’s Resurrection is central to what the prophets
have called ‘the great and eternal plan of deliverance from death’ (2
Nephi 11:5)”

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 2000, 17; or Ensign, May 2000, 15).
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prophesy.

There is much
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about the
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Jotham, and
Pekah, and
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Why study Isaiah? (Bible Dictionary):

“Isaiah Is the most quoted of all the prophets, being more frequently quoted
by Jesus, Paul, Peter, and John (in his Revelation) than any other [Old
Testament] prophet. Likewise the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and
Covenants quote from Isaiah more than from any other prophet. The Lord
told the Nephites that ‘great are the words of Isaiah,” and that all things
Isaiah spoke of the house of Israel and of the gentiles would be fulfilled (3
Ne. 23:1-3). ...

“The reader today has no greater written commentary and guide to
understanding lIsaiah than the Book of Mormon and the Doctrine and
Covenants. As one understands these works better he will understand Isaiah
better, and as one understands Isaiah better, he more fully comprehends the
mission of the Savior, and the meaning of the covenant that was placed
upon Abraham and his seed by which all the families of the earth would be
blessed” (“Isaiah,” 707; see commentary for 1 Nephi 20-21 on page 43).



References:

The Book of Mormon and The Doctrine & Covenants

“Ten Keys to Understanding Isaiah” by Elder Bruce R. McConkie - Ensign,
October 1973

Isaiah Plain and Simple by Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr. (Joseph Fielding Smith’s
grandson)

Understanding Isaiah by Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry & Tina Peterson

Deseret Book “Isaiah” - over 30 titles
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sea; and if they look unto the land,
behold, darkness and sorrow, and
the light is darkened in the heav-
ens thereof.

CHAPTER 16

Isaiah sees the Lord—Isaiah’s sins are
forgiven—He is called to prophesy—
He prophesies of the rejection by the
Jews of Christ’s teachings—A remnant
will return—Compare Isaiah 6. About
559-545 B.C.

“IN the "year that kKing Uzziah died
I csaw also the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up, and his
train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the “seraphim; each
one had six wings; with twain he
covered his face, and with twain

he covered his feet, and with twain he
did flv

86

9 And he said: Go and tell this
people—Hear ve indeed, but they
understood not; and see ye indeed,
but they perceived not.

10 Make the heart of this people
fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes—Ilest they see
with their eyes, and “hear with
their ears, and understand with their
*heart, and be converted and be
healed.

11 Then said I: Lord, how long?
And he said: Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land
be utterly desolate;

12 And the Lord have “removed
men far away, for there shall be
a great forsaking in the midst of
the land.

13 But yet there shall be a tenth,

anNnd thev chall retiirn and shall he
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?IN the ’year that king Uzziah died,
I c’saw also the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up, and his
train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the %seraphim; each
one six wings; with twain he
covered his face, and with twain
he covered his feet, and with twain he
did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and
said: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord
of Hosts; the whole earth is full of
his ?glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved
at the voice of h1m that cried, and
the house was filled with smoke,

5 Then said I: Wo 1s unto me! for
I am undone; because I am a man
of unclean lips; and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips;
for mine eyes have “seen the King,
the Lord of Hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphim
unto me, having a live coal in his

And he said: uUntil the c1t1es be
wasted without infas -
houses without
be utterly desolat
12 And the Lorc
men far away, fc
a great forsaking
the land.
13 But yet there
and they shall ret
eaten, as a teil tre
whose substance
they cast their leaves; so the “holy
seed shall be the substance thereof.

D&C 77:4

Wings are a
representation of
power, to move,
to act, etc.

CHAPTER 17

Ephraim and Syria wage war against
Judah—Christ will be born of a virgin—
Compare Isaiah 7. About 559-545 B.C.

“AND it came to pass in the days of
®*Ahaz the son of ¢ Jotham, the son of
Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin,
king of Syria, and ‘Pekah the son of
Remaliah, king of Israel, went up



Two ornate wooden doors, overlaid with The nave had clerestory
nd the gold, separated the inner sanctuary from windows with recessed
< 75 foet the nave (1 Kings 6:31-32). frames (1 Kings 6:4).
oet (2.7 m) "
ot (3.2 m)

vas a 30-foot
3:8-14). Such
he ancient Near >
on either side of i
foot (4.6-m)

he covenant

The vestibule was 30 feet (9.1 m) wide o
and 15 feet (4.6 m) deep (1 Kings 6:3; Temple Architectural Plan [ (O O] [0
cf. 2 Chron. 3:4)
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The hollow bronze pillar on the north was called
“Boaz,” and the one on the south was called
“Jachin” (1 Kings 7:21; cf. 2 Chron. 3:17).

The bronze INgs was
15 feet (4.6 eet (9.1 m)
long and wi 4:1).

Two ornate wooden, folding doors,
overlaid with gold, separated the nave
from the vestibule (1 Kings 6:33-35).
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at the voice of him that cried, and
the house was filled with smoke,

5 Then said I; Wo is unto me! for
I am undone; because I am a man
of unclean lips; and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips;
for mine eyes have ?seen the King,
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Incense

The preparation of incense is described in Ex. 30:34-36; the duty of
offering it twice daily fell upon the high priest (Ex. 30:7-8), but in the
second temple the privilege was extended to all the priests, and the lot
was cast each day to decide who should offer it (Luke 1:9). Live coals
were brought from the brazen altar of burnt offering and blaced on the
golden altar of incense; then the priest to ‘whom the lot had fallen
entered alone into the Holy Place, carrying in a censer the incense,
which he cast on the fire. Then, bowing reverently toward the Holy of
Holies, he returned to the congregation, who were praying outside, and
pronounced the blessing in Num. 6:24-26. The choir of Levites at once
started to sing the daily psalms. On the Day of Atonement there was a
special offering of incense. See Ps. 141:2; Mal. 1:11; Rev. 5:8; 8:3-4.
See also Fasts.
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sea; and if they look unto the land, [} 9 And he said: Go and tell this
behold, darkness and sorrow, and [§ people—Hear ye indeed, but they
heav- [f understood not; and see ye 1ndeed
Matthew 13:14-15 i but they percelved not.

" 10 Make the heart of this people
¢t fat, and make their ears heavy,{
14 And In them is fulfilled the i< are and shut their eyes—Ilest they see ?
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understand; and seeing ye shall see, mnant t "heart, and be converted and be

and shall not perceive: About |t hle ?lgﬁen said I: Lord, how long”

: : : { And he said: Until the cities be }
15 For this people’s heart is waxed died, [} wasted without inhabitant, and the }
gross, and their ears are dull of pon a [f houses without man, and the land
hearing, and their eyes they have Yl BY-RItar=y s Aias (N1e) 1=

closed; lest at any time they should !j 12 And the Lord have “removed
see with their eyes, and hear with ;each | men far away, for there shall be §

their ears, and should understand with 1in he | a great forsaking in the midst Of

) twain the land.
T B e B L inhe || 13 But yet there shall be a tenth, |

t and they shall return, and shall be
cu uio atocter, and [ eaten, as a teil tree, and as an oak §

sald Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord whose substance is in them when §
of Hosts; the whole earth is full of [f they cast their leaves; so the *holy §
his “glory. ¥ seed shall be the substance thereof. §
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and | should heal them.
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are not, for there could have been
no “creation. But there is a God, and
‘he is Christ, and he cometh in the
fulness of his own time,

8 And now 1 write “some of the
words of Isaiah, that whoso of my
people shall see these words may
lift up their hearts and rejoice for
all men. Now these are the words,
and ve may liken them unto you
and unto all men.

CHAPTER 12

Isaiah sees the latter-day temple, gath-
ering of Israel, and millennial judgment
and peace—The proud and wicked will
be brought low at the Second Coming—
Compare Isaiah 2. About 559-545 B.C.

“THE word that Isaiah, the son of
Amoz, saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem:

2 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, “when the ®mountain of
the Lord’s ‘house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the “mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations shall flow unto it.

3 And many “people shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go up to
the Pmountain of the Lord, to the
‘house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we
will 4walk in his paths; for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their

2 NEPHI 11:8-12:12

swords into plow-shares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks—nation
shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war
any more.

5 O house of Jacob, come ye and let
us walk in the light of the Lord; yea,
come, for ye have all *gone astray,
every one to his *wicked ways.

6 Therefore, O Lord, thou hast
forsaken thy people, the house of
Jacob, because they be replenished
from the east, and hearken unto
asoothsayers like the °Philistines,
and they please themselves in the
children of strangers.

7 Their land also is full of silver
and gold, neither is there any end
of their “treasures; their land is also
full of horses, neither is there any
end of their chariots.

8 Their land is also full of “41dols;
they worship the work of their own
hands, that which their own fingers
have made.

9 And the mean man *boweth *not
down, and the great man humbleth
himself not, therefore, forgive him
not.

10 O ye wicked ones, enter into the
rock, and *hide thee in the dust, for
the fear of the Lord and the glory
of his majesty shall smite thee.

11 And it shall come to pass that
the °lofty looks of man shall be hum-
bled, and the haughtiness of men
shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day.

12 For the “day of the Lord of

7b Heb. 3:4 (3-4).
TG Creation;
God, Creator.

¢ TG Jesus Christ,

more than half of the
433 verses of Isaiah
quoted in the Book of

Mormon, while about
Iehnsrah | 2 vrereece have the

4a 2 Ne.21:3 (2-5,9).
5a 2 Ne, 28:14;
Mosiah 14:6; Alma 5:37
b Isa. 53:6.

Ha e Ravrrpeyy

2 NEPHI 12:13-13:06

Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,
yea, upon every one; yea, upon the
¢proud and lofty, and upon every
one who is lifted up, and he shall
be brought low.

13 Yea, and the day of the Lord
shall come upon all the “cedars
of Lebanon, for they are high and
lifted up; and upon all the oaks of
Bashan;

14 And upon all the “high moun-
tains, and upon all the hills, and
upon all the nations which are lifted
up, and upon every people;

15 And upon every “high tower,
and upon every fenced wall;

16 And upon all the ships of the “sea,
and upon all the ships of Tarshish,
and upon all pleasant pictures.

17 And the loftiness of man shall
be bowed down, and the *haughti-
ness of men shall be made low; and
the Lord alone shall be exalted in
®that day.

18 And the idols he shall utterly
abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes
of the rocks, and into the caves of the
earth, for the fear of the Lord shall
come upon them and the %glory of his
majesty shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of
gold, which he hath made for him-
self to worship, to the moles and to
the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the ragged rocks,
for the fear of the Lord shall come
upon them and the majesty of his
glory shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ve from man, whose

breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
is he to be accounted of?

CHAPTER 13

Judah and Jerusalem will be punished
for their disobedience—T he Lord pleads
for and judges His people—The daugh-
ters of Zion are cursed and tormented
for their worldliness—Compare Isaiah
3. About 559-545 B.C.

“FOR behold, the Lord, the Lord of
Hosts, doth take away from Jerusa-
lem, and from Judah, the stay and
the staff, the whole staff of bread,
and the whole stay of water—

2 The *mighty man, and the man
of b'war, the judge, and the prophet,
and the ‘prudent, and the ancient;

3 The captain of fifty, and the
honorable man, and the counselor,
and the cunning artificer, and the
eloquent orator.

4 And 1 will give children unto
them to be their princes, and babes
shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be “op-
pressed, every one by another,
and every one by his neighbor; the
child shall behave himself *proudly
against the ancient, and the base
against the honorable.

6 When a man shall take hold of his
brother of the house of his father,
and shall say: Thou hast clothing,
be thou our ruler, and let not this
ruin come under thy hand—

7 In that day shall he swear, say-
ing: 1 will not be a healer; for in my
house there is neither bread nor
clothing; make me not a ruler of the
people.

8 For Jerusalem is “ruined, and
Judah is °*fallen, because their
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“As | contemplate this marvelous structure adjacent to the
temple [the Conference Center], there comes to mind the
great prophetic utterance of Isaiah:

“‘And 1t shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain
of the Lord’s house shall be established In the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it.’ ...

“l believe that prophecy applies to the historic and wonderful
Salt Lake Temple. But | believe also that it is related to this
magnificent hall. For it is from this pulpit that the law of God
shall go forth, together with the word and testimony of the
Lord”

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Oct. 2000, 89, or
Ensign, Nov. 2000, 69).



The Mountain (Temple) of the Lord

81

are not, for there could have been
no “creation. But there is a God, and
‘he is Christ, and he cometh in the
fulness of his own time,

8 And now 1 write “some of the
words of Isaiah, that whoso of my
people shall see these words may
lift up their hearts and rejoice for
all men. Now these are the words,
and ve may liken them unto you
and unto all men.

CHAPTER 12

Isaiah sees the latter-day temple, gath-
ering of Israel, and millennial judgment
and peace—The proud and wicked will
be brought low at the Second Coming—
Compare Isaiah 2. About 559-545 B.C.

“THE word that Isaiah, the son of
Amoz, saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem:

2 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, “when the ®mountain of
the Lord’s ‘house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the “mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations shall flow unto it.

3 And many “people shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go up to
the Pmountain of the Lord, to the
‘house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we
will 4walk in his paths; for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their

2 NEPHI 11:8-12:12

swords into plow-shares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks—nation

shall not lift up sword against na-

5 O house of Jacob, come ye and let
us walk in the light of the Lord; yea,
come, for ye have all *gone astray,
every one to his *wicked ways.

6 Therefore, O Lord, thou hast
forsaken thy people, the house of
Jacob, because they be replenished
from the east, and hearken unto
asoothsayers like the °Philistines,
and they please themselves in the
children of strangers.

7 Their land also is full of silver
and gold, neither is there any end
of their “treasures; their land is also
full of horses, neither is there any
end of their chariots.

8 Their land is also full of “41dols;
they worship the work of their own
hands, that which their own fingers
have made.

9 And the mean man *boweth not
down, and the great man humbleth
himself not, therefore, forgive him
not.

10 O ye wicked ones, enter into the
rock, and *hide thee in the dust, for
the fear of the Lord and the glory
of his majesty shall smite thee.

11 And it shall come to pass that
the °lofty looks of man shall be hum-
bled, and the haughtiness of men
shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day.

12 For the “day of the Lord of

7b Heb. 3:4 (3-4).
TG Creation;
God, Creator.

¢ TG Jesus Christ,

more than half of the
433 verses of Isaiah
quoted in the Book of

Mormon, while about
Iehnsrah | 2 vrereece have the

4a 2 Ne.21:3 (2-5,9).
5a 2 Ne, 28:14;
Mosiah 14:6; Alma 5:37
b Isa. 53:6.
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Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,
yea, upon every one; yea, upon the
¢proud and lofty, and upon every
one who is lifted up, and he shall
be brought low.

13 Yea, and the day of the Lord
shall come upon all the “cedars
of Lebanon, for they are high and
lifted up; and upon all the oaks of
Bashan;

14 And upon all the “high moun-
tains, and upon all the hills, and
upon all the nations which are lifted
up, and upon every people;

15 And upon every “high tower,
and upon every fenced wall;

16 And upon all the ships of the “sea,
and upon all the ships of Tarshish,
and upon all pleasant pictures.

17 And the loftiness of man shall
be bowed down, and the *haughti-
ness of men shall be made low; and
the Lord alone shall be exalted in
®that day.

18 And the idols he shall utterly
abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes
of the rocks, and into the caves of the
earth, for the fear of the Lord shall
come upon them and the %glory of his
majesty shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of
gold, which he hath made for him-
self to worship, to the moles and to
the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the ragged rocks,
for the fear of the Lord shall come
upon them and the majesty of his
glory shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ve from man, whose

breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
is he to be accounted of?

CHAPTER 13

Judah and Jerusalem will be punished
for their disobedience—T he Lord pleads
for and judges His people—The daugh-
ters of Zion are cursed and tormented
for their worldliness—Compare Isaiah
3. About 559-545 B.C.

“FOR behold, the Lord, the Lord of
Hosts, doth take away from Jerusa-
lem, and from Judah, the stay and
the staff, the whole staff of bread,
and the whole stay of water—

2 The *mighty man, and the man
of b'war, the judge, and the prophet,
and the ‘prudent, and the ancient;

3 The captain of fifty, and the
honorable man, and the counselor,
and the cunning artificer, and the
eloquent orator.

4 And 1 will give children unto
them to be their princes, and babes
shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be “op-
pressed, every one by another,
and every one by his neighbor; the
child shall behave himself *proudly
against the ancient, and the base
against the honorable.

6 When a man shall take hold of his
brother of the house of his father,
and shall say: Thou hast clothing,
be thou our ruler, and let not this
ruin come under thy hand—

7 In that day shall he swear, say-
ing: 1 will not be a healer; for in my
house there is neither bread nor
clothing; make me not a ruler of the
people.

8 For Jerusalem is “ruined, and
Judah is °*fallen, because their
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“Many take comfort from the Old Testament
prophecy that nations will ‘beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning
hooks’ (Micah 4:3). But this prophecy only applies
to that time of peace which follows the time when
the God of Jacob ‘will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths’ (4:2). For now, we have wars
and conflicts, and everywhere they are rooted In
violations of the commandments of God”

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 1990, 92; or Ensign,
May 1990, 72).
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are not, for there could have been
no “creation. But there is a God, and
‘he is Christ, and he cometh in the
fulness of his own time,

8 And now 1 write “some of the
words of Isaiah, that whoso of my
people shall see these words may
lift up their hearts and rejoice for
all men. Now these are the words,
and ve may liken them unto you
and unto all men.

CHAPTER 12

Isaiah sees the latter-day temple, gath-
ering of Israel, and millennial judgment
and peace—The proud and wicked will
be brought low at the Second Coming—
Compare Isaiah 2. About 559-545 B.C.

“THE word that Isaiah, the son of
Amoz, saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem:

2 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, “when the ®mountain of
the Lord’s ‘house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the “mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations shall flow unto it.

3 And many “people shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go up to
the Pmountain of the Lord, to the
‘house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we
will 4walk in his paths; for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their

2 NEPHI 11:8-12:12

swords into plow-shares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks—nation
shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war
any more.

5 O house of Jacob, come ye and let
us walk in the light of the Lord; yea,
come, for ye have all *gone astray,
every one to his *wicked ways.

6 Therefore, O Lord, thou hast
forsaken thy people, the house of
Jacob, because they be replenished
from the east, and_hearken unto
2soothsayers l1ke the °l *1stnes,
and they pléase themselves in the
children of strangers.

7 Their land also is full of silver
and gold, neither is there any end
of their “treasures; their land is also
full of horses, neither is there any
end of their chariots.

8 Their land is also full of “idols;
they worship the work of their own
hands, that which their own fingers
‘have made.

9 And the mean man *boweth *not
down, and the great man humbleth
himself not, therefore, forgive him
not,

10 O ye wicked ones, enter into the
rock, and *hide thee in the dust, for
the fear of the Lord and the glory
of his majesty shall smite thee.

11 And it shall come to pass that
the *lofty looks of man shall be hum-
bled, and the haughtiness of men
shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day.

12 For the “day of the Lord of

7b Heb. 3:4 (3-4).
TG Creation;
God, Creator.

¢ TG Jesus Christ,

more than half of the
433 verses of Isaiah

quoted in the Book of
Mormon, while about

4a 2 Ne.21:3 (2-5,9).
5a 2 Ne, 28:14;
Mosiah 14:6; Alma 5:37
b Isa. 53:6.
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Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,

yea upon every one; yea, upon the

®proud and lofty, and upon every
one who is lifted up, and he shall
be brought low.

13 Yea, and the day of the Lord
shall come upon all the “cedars
of Lebanon, for they are high and
lifted up; and upon all the oaks of
Bashan;

14 And upon all the “high moun-
tains, and upon all the hills, and
upon all the nations which are lifted
up, and upon every people;

15 And upon every “high tower,
and upon every fenced wall;

16 And upon all the ships of the “sea,
and upon all the ships of Tarshish,
and upon all pleasant pictures.

17 And the loftiness of man shall
be bowed down, and the *haughti-
ness of men shall be made low; and
the Lord alone shall be exalted in
®that day.

18 And the idols he shall utterly
abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes
of the rocks, and into the caves of the
earth, for the fear of the Lord shall
come upon them and the %glory of his
majesty shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of
gold, which he hath made for him-
self to worship, to the moles and to
the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the ragged rocks,
for the fear of the Lord shall come
upon them and the majesty of his
glory shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ve from man, whose

breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
is he to be accounted of?

CHAPTER 13

Judah and Jerusalem will be punished
for their disobedience—T he Lord pleads
for and judges His people—The daugh-
ters of Zion are cursed and tormented
for their worldliness—Compare Isaiah
3. About 559-545 B.C.

“FOR behold, the Lord, the Lord of
Hosts, doth take away from Jerusa-
lem, and from Judah, the stay and
the staff, the whole staff of bread,
and the whole stay of water—

2 The *mighty man, and the man
of b'war, the judge, and the prophet,
and the ‘prudent, and the ancient;

3 The captain of fifty, and the
honorable man, and the counselor,
and the cunning artificer, and the
eloquent orator.

4 And 1 will give children unto
them to be their princes, and babes
shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be “op-
pressed, every one by another,
and every one by his neighbor; the
child shall behave himself *proudly
against the ancient, and the base
against the honorable.

6 When a man shall take hold of his
brother of the house of his father,
and shall say: Thou hast clothing,
be thou our ruler, and let not this
ruin come under thy hand—

7 In that day shall he swear, say-
ing: 1 will not be a healer; for in my
house there is neither bread nor
clothing; make me not a ruler of the
people.

8 For Jerusalem is “ruined, and
Judah is °*fallen, because their
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“I began to read In 2 Nephi 12 and thought: ‘The Lord is
speaking to me. What is it He wants to tell me directly?’
Then | came to a verse In the Isaiah passages that jumped
out as If It were already underlined: ‘And it shall come to
pass that the lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day’ (2 Ne. 12:11).

“This is describing a day when the Savior will come, a day
we all look for and want our students to prepare for. This
scripture says that in that day, all of us who thought we
were special and wonderful will seem smaller, and the Lord
will be exalted. We will see better who He i1s, how much we
love HiIm, and how humble we should be. ...



“... | understood why Isaiah told me it would be helpful to
foresee the day when the Lord would be exalted and to
know how much | depend upon Him. We need Him, and the
faith we have in Him makes us see Him as great and exalted
and ourselves as small and dependent”

(President Henry B. Eyring, “The Book of Mormon Will Change Your
Life,” Ensign, Feb. 2004, 10-11).
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and ve may liken them unto you
and unto all men.

CHAPTER 12

Isaiah sees the latter-day temple, gath-
ering of Israel, and millennial judgment
and peace—The proud and wicked will
be brought low at the Second Coming—
Compare Isaiah 2. About 559-545 B.C.

“THE word that Isaiah, the son of
Amoz, saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem:

2 And it shall come to pass in the
last days, “when the ®mountain of
the Lord’s ‘house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the “mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations shall flow unto it.

3 And many “people shall go and
say, Come ye, and let us go up to
the Pmountain of the Lord, to the
‘house of the God of Jacob; and he
will teach us of his ways, and we
will 4walk in his paths; for out of
Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 And he shall judge among the
nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their

2 NEPHI 11:8-12:12

pedeinto nlagw-shares, and their
ning-hooks—nation
p sword against na-
hall they learn war

1cOob, come ve and let
ight of the Lord; yea,
ave all *gone astray,
is bwicked ways.
6 Therefore O Lord, thou hast
forsaken thy peOple the house of
Jacob, because they be replenished
from the east, and_hearken unto
2soothsayers lrke the ° *1stnes,
and they pléase themselves in the
children of strangers.

7 Their land also is full of silver
and gold, neither is there any end
of their “treasures; their land is also
full of horses, neither is there any
end of their chariots.

8 Their land is also full of %idols;
they worship the work of their own
hands, that which their own fingers
‘have made.

9 And the mean man *boweth not
down, and the great man humbleth
himself not, therefore, forgive him
not.

10 O ye wicked ones, enter into the
rock, and *hide thee in the dust, for
the fear of the Lord and the glory
of his majesty shall smite thee.

11 And it shall come to pass that
the °lofty looks of man shall be hum-
bled, and the haughtiness of men
shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day.

12 For the “day of the Lord of

7b Heb. 3:4 (3-4).
TG Creation;
God, Creator.

¢ TG Jesus Christ,

more than half of the
433 verses of Isaiah

quoted in the Book of
Mormon, while about

4a 2 Ne. 21:3 (2-5,9).
5a 2 Ne, 28:14;
Mosiah 14:6; Alma 5:37
b Isa. 53:6.
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Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,

yea upon every one; yea, upon the
®proud and lofty, and upon every
one who is lifted up, and he shall
be brought low.

13 Yea, and the day of the Lord
shall come upon all the “cedars

ed up: and upon all the oaks of
Bashan;

14 And upon all the *high moun-
tains, and upon all the hills, and
upon all the nations which are lifted
up, and upon every people;

15 And upon every “hlh tower

be bowed down, and the “haughti-
ness of men shall be made low; and
the Lord alone shall be exalted in
®that day.

18 And the idols he shall utterly
abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes
of the rocks, and into the caves of the
earth, for the fear of the Lord shall
come upon them and the %glory of his
majesty shall smite them, when he
i v the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of
gold, which he hath made for him-
self to worship, to the moles and to
the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the ragged rocks,
for the fear of the Lord shall come
upon them and the majesty of his
glory shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease yve from man, whose

of Lebanon, for they are high and

breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
is he to be accounted of?
CHAPTER 13

Judah and Jerusalem will be punished
for their disobedience—T he Lord pleads
for and judges His people—The daugh-
ters of Zion are cursed and tormented

KJV Isaiah 2:16

And upon all the ships
of Tarshish, and upon
all pleasant pictures.

Septuagint Isaiah 2:16

and upon every ship
of the sea, and upon
every display of fine
ships.

against the honorable.

6 When a man shall take hold of his
brother of the house of his father,
and shall say: Thou hast clothing,
be thou our ruler, and let not this
ruin come under thy hand—

7 In that day shall he swear, say-
ing: 1 will not be a healer; for in my
house there is neither bread nor
clothing; make me not a ruler of the
people.

8 For Jerusalem is “ruined, and
Judah is °*fallen, because their
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Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,
yea, upon every one; yea, upon the
¢®proud and lofty, and upon every
one who is lifted up, and he shall
be brought low.

13 Yea, and the day of the Lord
shall come upon all the “cedars
of Lebanon, for they are high and
lifted up; and upon all the oaks of
Bashan;

14 And upon all the “high moun-
tains, and upon all the hills, and
upon all the nations which are lifted
up, and upon every people;

15 And upon every “high tower,
and upon every fenced wall;

16 And upon all the ships of the “sea,
and upon all the ships of Tarshish,
and upon all pleasant pictures.

17 And the loftiness of man shall [t

be bowed down, and the “haughti-
ness of men shall be made low; and
the Lord alone shall be exalted in
®that day.

18 And the idols he shall utterly
abolish.

19 And they shall go into the holes
of the rocks, and into the caves of the
earth, for the fear of the Lord shall
come upon them and the *glory of his
majesty shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of
gold, which he hath made for him-
self to worship, to the moles and to
the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the ragged rocks,
for the fear of the Lord shall come
upon them and the majesty of his
glory shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ve from man, whose

breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
is he to be accounted of?

CHAPTER 13

Judah and Jerusalem will be punished
for their disobedience—T he Lord pleads
for and judges His people—The daugh-
ters of Zion are cursed and tormented
for their worldliness—Compare Isaiah
3. About 559-545 B.C.

“FOR behold, the Lord, the Lord of
Hosts, doth take away from Jerusa-
lem, and from Judah, the stay and
the staff, the whole staff 0
and the whole stay of wat

rand the ‘prudent, and the ancient;

 eloquent orator.

them to be their princes, and babes
shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be “op-
pressed, every one by another,
and every one by his neighbor; the
child shall behave himself *proudly
against the ancient, and the base
against the honorable.

6 When a man shall take hold of his
brother of the house of his father,
and shall say: Thou hast clothing,
be thou our ruler, and let not this
2ruin come under thy hand—

7 In that day shall he swear, say-
ing: 1 will not be a healer; for in my
house there is neither bread nor
clothing; make me not a ruler of the
people,

8 For Jerusalem is “ruined, and
Judah is °*fallen, because their
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‘tongues and their doings have
been against the Lord, to ‘provoke
the eyes of his glory.

9 The show of their countenance
doth witness against them, and
doth declare their 4sin to be even
as *Sodom, and they cannot hide it.
Wo unto their souls, for they have
rewarded evil unto themselves!

10 Say unto the righteous that it is
swell with them; for they shall beat
the fruit of their doings.

11 Wo unto the wicked, for they
shall perish; for the reward of their
hands shall be upon them!

12 And my people, children are
their oppressors, and women rule
over them. O my people, they who
“lead thee cause thee to err and de-
stroy the way of thy paths.

13 The Lord standeth up to “plead,
and standeth to judge the people.

14 The Lord will enter into *judg-
ment with the ancients of his peo-
ple and the princes thereof; for ye
have eaten up the fPvinevard and the
spoil of the ‘poor in your houses.

15 What mean ve? Ye ?beat my
people to pieces, and grind the
faces of the poor, saith the Lord
God of Hosts.

16 Moreover, the Lord saith: Be-
cause the daughters of Zion are
“haughty, and walk with stretched-
forth necks and wanton eyes, walk-
ing and mincing as they go, and
making a tinkling with their feet—

17 Therefore the Lord will smite
with a 4scab the crown of the head
of the daughters of Zion, and the
Lord will Pdiscover their secret
parts.

2 NEPHI 13:9-14:2

18 In that “day the Lord will take
away the bravery of their tinkling
ornaments, and cauls, and round
tires like the moon;

19 The chains and the bracelets,
and the mufflers;

20 The bonnets, and the ornaments
of the legs, and the headbands, and
the tablets, and the ear-rings;

21 The rings, and nose jewels;

22 The changeable suits of apparel,
and the mantles, and the wimples,
and the crisping-pins;

23 The glasses, and the fine linen,
and hoods, and the veils.

24 And it shall come to pass, in-
stead of sweet smell there shall be
stink; and instead of a girdle, a rent;
and instead of well set hair, “bald-
ness; and instead of a stomacher, a
girding of sackcloth; Pburning in-
stead of ‘beauty.

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword
and thy mighty in the war.

26 And her “gates shall lament and
*mourn; and she shall be desolate,
and shall csit upon the ground.

CHAPTER 14

Zion and her daughters will be redeemed
and cleansed in the millennial day—
Compare Isaiah 4. About 559-545 B.C.

“AND in that day, seven women shall
take hold of one man, saying: We
will eat our own bread, and wear
our own apparel; only let us be
called by thy name to take away
our ‘reproach.

2 In that day shall the “branch of
the Lord be beautiful and glorious;
the fruit of the earth excellent and

|



“Those who have got the forgiveness of their sins
have countenances that look bright, and they wili
shine with the intelligence of heaven”

(President Brigham Young, “Speech,” Times and Seasons, July 1,
1845, 956).




“No man can disobey the word of God and not suffer
for so doing. No sin, however secret, can escape
retribution. True, you may lie and not be detected; you
may violate virtue without it being known by any who
would scandalize you; yet you cannot escape the
judgment that follows such transgression. The lie Is
lodged in the recesses of your mind, an impairment of
your character that will reflect sometime, somehow In
your countenance or bearing”

(President David O. McKay in Conference Report, Oct. 1951, 8).



2 NEPHI 12:13-13:06
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and upon all pleasant pictures.

17 And the loftiness of man shall [t
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come upon them and the %glory of his
majesty shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

20 In that day a man shall cast
his idols of silver, and his idols of
gold, which he hath made for him-
self to worship, to the moles and to
the bats;

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks,
and into the tops of the ragged rocks,
for the fear of the Lord shall come
upon them and the majesty of his
glory shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth.

22 Cease ve from man, whose

breath is in his nostrils; for wherein
is he to be accounted of?
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for and judges His people—The daugh-
ters of Zion are cursed and tormented
for their worldliness—Compare Isaiah
3. About 559-545 B.C.

“FOR behold, the Lord, the Lord of
Hosts, doth take away from Jerusa-
lem, and from Judah, the stay and
the staff the whole staff o yread,
and the whole stav of wat

rand the ‘prudent, and the ancient;

| eloquent orator.

them to be their princes, and babes
shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be “op-
pressed, every one by another,
and every one by his neighbor; the
child shall behave himself *proudly
against the ancient, and the base
against the honorable.

6 When a man shall take hold of his
brother of the house of his father,
and shall say: Thou hast clothing,
be thou our ruler, and let not this
2ruin come under thy hand—

7 In that day shall he swear, say-
ing: 1 will not be a healer; for in my
house there is neither bread nor
clothing; make me not a ruler of the
people,

8 For Jerusalem is “ruined, and
Judah is *fallen, because their
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‘tongues and their doings have
been against the Lord, to ‘provoke
the eyes of his glory.

9 The show of their countenance
doth witness a'unstthem and
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as *Sodom, and they cannot hide it.
Wo unto their souls, for they have
rewarded evil unto themselves!

10 Say unto the righteous that it is
swell with them; for they shall beat
the fruit of their doings.

11 Wo unto the wicked, for they
shall perish; for the reward of their
hands shall be upon them!

12 And my people, children are
their oppressors, and women rule
over them. O my people, they who
“lead thee cause thee to err and de-
stroy the way of thy paths.

13 The Lord standeth up to “plead,
and standeth to judge the people.

14 The Lord will enter into *judg-
ment with the ancients of his peo-
ple and the princes thereof; for ye
have eaten up the *vineyard and the

: people to pieces, and grind thej

ifaces of the poor, saith the Lord]
"God of Hosts - |

“haughty, and Pwalk with s
forth necks and wanton eyes, walk-
ing and mincing as they go, and
making a tinkling with their feet—

17 Therefore the Lord will smite
with a “scab the crown of the head
of the daughters of Zion, and the
Lord will ?discover their secret
parts.

2 NEPHI 13:9-14:2

18 In that “day the Lord will take
away the bravery of their tinkling
ornaments, and cauls, and round
tires like the moon;

19 The chains and the bracelets,
and the mufflers;

20 The bonnets, and the ornaments
of the legs, and the headbands, and
the tablets, and the ear-rings;

21 The rings, and nose jewels;

22 The changeable suits of apparel,
and the mantles, and the wimples,
and the crisping-pins;

23 The glasses, and the fine linen,

24 And 1t shall come to pass, in- ,f,'
i stead of sweet smell there shall be |
{ stink; and instead of a girdle, a rent;
¢ and instead of well set hair, “bald- {
! ness; and instead of a stomacher, a §
¢ eirding of sackcloth; Pburning in- |
{ stead of ‘beauty.

and thy mlghty in the war.

26 And her “gates shall lament and
*mourn; and she shall be desolate,
and shall csit upon the ground.

CHAPTER 14

Zion and her daughters will be redeemed
and cleansed in the millennial day—
Compare Isaiah 4. About 559-545 B.C.

“AND in that day, seven women shall
take hold of one man, saying: We
will eat our own bread, and wear
our own apparel; only let us be
called by thy name to take away
our reproach.

2 In that day shall the “branch of
the Lord be beautiful and glorious;
the fruit of the earth excellent and
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23 The olasses, and the fine linen,
and hoods, and the veils.

24 And it shall come to pass, in-
stead of sweet smell there shall be
stink; and instead of a girdle, a rent;
and instead of well set hair, “bald-
ness; and instead of a stomacher, a
girding of sackcloth; *burning in-
stead of ‘beauty.

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword
and thy mighty in the war.

26 And her “gates shall lament and
*mourn; and she shall be desolate,
and shall ¢sit upon the ground.

CHAPTER 14

Zion and her daughters will be redeemed
and cleansed in the millennial day—
Compare Isaiah 4. About 559-545 B.C.

“AND in that day, seven women shall
take hold of one man, saying: We
will eat our own bread, and wear
our own apparel; only let us be
called by thy name to take away
our °reproach.

2 In that day shall the “branch of

e fruit of the earth excellent and
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the Lord be beautlful and glorious;

2 NEPHI 14:3-15:12

comely to them that are escaped
of Israel.

3 And 1t shall come to pass, they
that are ?left in Zion and remain in
Jerusalem shall be called holy, ev-
ery one that is written among the
living in Jerusalem—

4 When the Lord shall have *washed
away the filth of the daughters of
Zion, and shall have purged the
blood of Jerusalem from the midst
thereof by the spirit of judgment
and by the spirit of *burning.

5 And the “Lord will create upon
every dwelling-place of mount Zion,
and upon her assemblies, a cloud
and smoke by day and the shining of
a flaming fire by night; for upon all
the glory of Zion shall be a defence.

6 And there shall be a tabernacle
for ashadow in the daytime from the
heat, and for a place of “refuge, and
a covert from storm and from rain.

CHAPTER 15
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3 And now,
Jerusalem, and
I pray vou, be
vineyard.
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Exodus 19:9, 18

1 Kings 8:10

D&C 45:66-70;
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comely to them that are escaped
of Israel.
3 And it shall come to pass, they

that are “left in Zion and remain in Jg.sin
Jerusalem shall be called holy, ev-}
ery one that is written among the §

living in Jerusalem—

4 When the Lord shall have *washed
away the filth of the daughters of |
Zion, and shall have purged the T

blood of Jerusalem from the midst
thereof by the spirit of judgment
and by the spirit of ’burning.

5 And the “Lord will create upon
every dwelling-place of mount Zion,
and upon her assemblies, a *cloud
and smoke by day and the shining of
a flaming fire by night; for upon all
the glory of Zion shall be a defence.

6 And there shall be a tabernacle
for a shadow in the daytime from the
heat, and for a place of “refuge, and
a covert from storm and from rain.

CHAPTER 15

The Lord’s vineyard (Israel) will be-
come desolate, and His people will
be scattered—Woes will come upon
them in their apostate and scattered
state—The Lord will lift an ensign
and gather Israel—Compare Isaiah 5.
About 559-545 B.C.

“AND then will 1 sing to my well-
beloved a song of my beloved, touch-
ing his *vineyard. My well-beloved
hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill.

2 And he fenced it, and gathered
out the stones thereof, and planted
it with the choicest “vine, and built
a tower in the midst of it, and also
made a wine-press therein; and he
looked that it should bring forth
grapes, and it brought forth wild
grapes.

3 And now, O inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge,
I pray you, betwixt me and my

what I will do to my vineyard—I
will “take away the hedge thereof,
and it shall be eaten up; and I will
break down the wall thereof, and
it shall be trodden down;

6 And I will lay it waste; it shall
not be pruned nor digged; but there
shall come up ?briers and thorns; I
will also command the clouds that
they Prain no rain upon it.

7 For the *vineyard of the Lord of
Hosts is the house of Israel, and the
men of Judah his pleasant plant;
and he looked for ?judgment, and
behold, ‘oppression; for righteous-
ness, but behold, a cry.

8 Wo unto them that join “house
to house, till there can be no place,
that they may be placed alone in
the midst of the earth!

9 In mine ears, said the Lord of
Hosts, of a truth many houses shall
be desolate, and great and fair cit-
ies without inhabitant.

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall
yield one “bath, and the seed of a
homer shall vield an ephah.

11 Wo unto them that rise up
early in the morning, that they may
“follow strong drink, that continue
until night, and *wine inflame
them!

12 And the harp, and the %viol, the
tabret, and pipe, and wine are in
their feasts; but they ’regard not

4 What could have been done ]
more to my vineyard that 1 have !
| not done in it? Wherefore, when |
I looked that it should bring forth §:
grapes _1t brought forthwlld grapes 1

The Lord’s vineyard (Israel) will become
desolate, and His people will be scattered
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the work of the Lord, neither con-
sider the operation of his hands.

13 Therefore, my people are gone
into “captivity, because they have
no ’knowledge; and their honorable
men are famished, and their mul-
titude dried up with thirst.

14 Therefore, hell hath enlarged her-
self, and opened her mouth without
measure; and their glory, and their
multitude, and their pomp, and he
that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be
“brought down, and the *mighty
man shall be humbled, and the
eyes of the ‘lofty shall be humbled.

16 But the Lord of Hosts shall be
exalted in “judgment, and God that
is holy shall be sanctified in righ-
teousness.

17 Then shall the lambs feed after
their manner, and the waste places
of the “fat ones shall strangers eat.

18 Wo unto them that draw iniq-
uity with cords of *vanity, and sin
as it were with a cart rope;

19 That say: Let him “make speed,
*hasten his work, that we may °see
it; and let the counsel of the Holy
One of Israel draw nigh and come,

20 Wo unto them that “call evil i
¢ good, and good evil, that put ‘dark- |
' ness for light, and light for dark- ;
i ness, that put bitter for sweet, and §
 sweet for bitter! 1
¢ 21 Wo unto the *wise in their own §
| eyes and *prudent in their own sight! |
* ' fhe m ‘ | away safe, and none shall deliver.

“wine, and men of strength to min-
ele strong drink;

2 NEPHI 15:13-30

23 Who justify the wicked for re-
ward, and take away the righteous-
ness of the righteous from him!

24 Therefore, as the *fire devoureth
the ’stubble, and the flame con-
sumeth the °chaff, their root shall
be rottenness, and their blossoms
shall go up as dust; because they
have cast away the law of the Lord
of Hosts, and ¢despised the word of
the Holy One of Israel.

25 Therefore, is the “anger of the
Lord Kindled against his people,
and he hath stretched forth his
hand against them, and hath smit-
ten them; and the hills did trem-
ble, and their carcasses were torn
in the midst of the streets. For all
this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

26 And he will lift up an %ensign
to the ’nations from far, and will
hiss unto them from the ‘end of the
earth; and behold, they shall “come
with speed swiftly; none shall be
weary nor stumble among them.,

27 None shall slumber nor sleep;
neither shall the girdle of their
loins be loosed, nor the latchet of
their shoes be broKen;

28 Whose arrows shall be sharp,
and all their bows bent, and their
horses’ hoofs shall be counted like
flint, and their wheels like a whirl-
wind, their roaring like a lion.

29 They shall roar like voung “li-
ons; yea, they shall roar, and lay
hold of the prey, and shall carry

30 And in that “day they shall roar
against them like the roaring of the




“The gap between what Is popular and what is
righteous is widening. As prophesied by Isaiah, many
today ‘call evil good, and good evil’ [Isaiah 5:20].
Revelations from the prophets of God are not like
offerings at the cafeteria, some to be selected and

others disregarded”

(President James E. Faust in Conference Report, Oct. 2003, 21; or
Ensign, Nov. 2003, 22).




comely to them that are escaped
of Israel.
3 And it shall come to pass, they

that are “left in Zion and remain in Jg.sin
Jerusalem shall be called holy, ev-}
ery one that is written among the §

living in Jerusalem—

4 When the Lord shall have *washed
away the filth of the daughters of |
Zion, and shall have purged the T

blood of Jerusalem from the midst
thereof by the spirit of judgment
and by the spirit of ’burning.

5 And the “Lord will create upon
every dwelling-place of mount Zion,
and upon her assemblies, a *cloud
and smoke by day and the shining of
a flaming fire by night; for upon all
the glory of Zion shall be a defence.

6 And there shall be a tabernacle
for a shadow in the daytime from the
heat, and for a place of “refuge, and
a covert from storm and from rain.
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6 And I will lay it waste; it shall
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and he looked for ?judgment, and
behold, ‘oppression; for righteous-
ness, but behold, a cry.

8 Wo unto them that join “house
to house, till there can be no place,
that they may be placed alone in
the midst of the earth!

9 In mine ears, said the Lord of
Hosts, of a truth many houses shall
be desolate, and great and fair cit-
ies without inhabitant.

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall
yield one “bath, and the seed of a
homer shall vield an ephah.

11 Wo unto them that rise up
early in the morning, that they may
“follow strong drink, that continue
until night, and *wine inflame
them!

12 And the harp, and the %viol, the
tabret, and pipe, and wine are in
their feasts; but they ’regard not

4 What could have been done ]
more to my vineyard that 1 have !
| not done in it? Wherefore, when |
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the work of the Lord, neither con-
sider the operation of his hands.

13 Therefore, my people are gone
into “captivity, because they have
no ’knowledge; and their honorable
men are famished, and their mul-
titude dried up with thirst.

14 Therefore, hell hath enlarged her-
self, and opened her mouth without
measure; and their glory, and their
multitude, and their pomp, and he
that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be
“brought down, and the *mighty
man shall be humbled, and the
eyes of the ‘lofty shall be humbled.

16 But the Lord of Hosts shall be
exalted in “judgment, and God that
is holy shall be sanctified in righ-
teousness.

17 Then shall the lambs feed after
their manner, and the waste places
of the “fat ones shall strangers eat.

18 Wo unto them that draw iniq-
uity with cords of *vanity, and sin
as it were with a cart rope;

19 That say: Let him “make speed,
*hasten his work, that we may °see
it; and let the counsel of the Holy
One of Israel draw nigh and come,

20 Wo unto them that “call evil i
¢ good, and good evil, that put ‘dark- |
' ness for light, and light for dark- ;
i ness, that put bitter for sweet, and §
 sweet for bitter! 1
¢ 21 Wo unto the *wise in their own §
| eyes and *prudent in their own sight! |
* ' fhe m ‘ | away safe, and none shall deliver.

“wine, and men of strength to min-
ele strong drink;

2 NEPHI 15:13-30

23 Who justify the wicked for re-
ward, and take away the righteous-
ness of the righteous from him!

24 Therefore, as the *fire devoureth
the ’stubble, and the flame con-
sumeth the °chaff, their root shall
be rottenness, and their blossoms
shall go up as dust; because they
have cast away the law of the Lord
of Hosts, and ¢despised the word of
the Holy One of Israel.

25 Therefore, is the “anger of the
Lord Kindled against his people,
and he hath stretched forth his
hand against them, and hath smit-
ten them; and the hills did trem-
ble, and their carcasses were torn
in the midst of the streets. For all
this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

26 And he will lift up an %ensign
to the ’nations from far, and will
hiss unto them from the ‘end of the
earth; and behold, they shall “come
with speed swiftly; none shall be
weary nor stumble among them.,

27 None shall slumber nor sleep;
neither shall the girdle of their
loins be loosed, nor the latchet of
their shoes be broKen;

28 Whose arrows shall be sharp,
and all their bows bent, and their
horses’ hoofs shall be counted like
flint, and their wheels like a whirl-
wind, their roaring like a lion.

29 They shall roar like voung “li-
ons; yea, they shall roar, and lay
hold of the prey, and shall carry

30 And in that “day they shall roar
against them like the roaring of the
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the work of the Lord, neither con-
sider the operation of his hands.

13 Therefore, my people are gone
into “captivity, because they have
no °’knowledge; and their honorable
men are famished, and their mul-
titude dried up with thirst.

14 Therefore, hell hath enlarged her-
self, and opened her mouth without
measure; and their glory, and their
multitude, and their pomp, and he
that rejoiceth, shall descend into it.

15 And the mean man shall be

“brought down, and the mighty

man shall be humbled, and the
eyes of the ‘lofty shall be humbled.

16 But the Lord of Hosts shall be
exalted in “judgment, and God that
is holy shall be sanctified in righ-
teousness.

17 Then shall the lambs feed after
their manner, and the waste places
of the 4fat ones shall strangers eat.

18 Wo unto them that draw iniq-
uity with cords of *vanity, and sin
as it were with a cart rope;

19 That say: Let him “make speed,
*hasten his work, that we may °see
it; and let the counsel of the Holy
One of Israel draw nigh and come,
that we may know it.

20 Wo unto them that #call bevil
oo0d, and good evil, that put “dark-
ness for light, and light for dark-
ness, that put bitter for sweet, and
sweet for bitter!

21 Wo unto the *wise in their own
eyes and *prudent in their own sight!

22 Wo unto the mighty to drink
“wine, and men of strength to min-
ole strong drink;
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23 Who justify the wicked for %re-
ward, and take away the righteous-
ness of the righteous from him!

24 Therefore, as the *fire devoureth
the ?’stubble, and the flame con-
sumeth the °chaff, their 4root shall
be rottenness, and their blossoms
shall go up as dust; because they
have cast away the law of the Lord
of Hosts, and ¢despised the word of
the Holy One of Israel.

25 Therefore, is the “anger of the
Lord Kkindled against his people,
and he hath stretched forth his
hand against them, and hath smit-
ten them; and the hills did trem-
ble, and their carcasses were torn
in the midst of the streets. For all
this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

26 And he will lift up an %ensign
to the ®nations from far, and will
hiss unto them from the ‘end of the
earth; and behold, te shall ‘come

iy e L

27 None shall slumber nor sleep;
neither shall the girdle of their
loins be loosed, nor the latchet of
their shoes be broken;

28 Whose arrows shall be sharp,
and all their bows bent, and their
horses’ hoofs shall be counted like
flint, and their wheels like a whirl-
wind, their roaring like a lion.

29 They shall roar like voung “li-
ons: vea, they shall roar, and lay
Told of the prey, and shall ¢ Ay
away safe, afid none sn elIver

30 kna 1'n that “day they shall roar
against them like the roaring of the

2 NEPHI 16:1-17:3

sea; and if they look unto the land,
behold, darkness and sorrow, and
the light is darkened in the heav-
ens thereof.

CHAPTER 16

Isaiah sees the Lord—Isaiah’s sins are
forgiven—He is called to prophesy—
He prophesies of the rejection by the
Jews of Christ’s teachings—A remnant
will return—Compare Isaiah 6. About
559-545 B.C.

2IN the Pyear that king Uzziah died,
I ¢<saw also the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up, and his
train filled the temple.

2 Above it stood the %seraphim; each
one had six wings; with twain he
covered his face, and with twain
he covered his feet, and with twain he
did fly.

3 And one cried unto another, and
said: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord
of Hosts; the whole earth is full of
his “glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved
at the voice of him that cried, and
the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I: Wo is unto me! for
I am undone; because I am a man
of unclean lips; and I dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips;
for mine eyes have “seen the King,
the Lord of Hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphim
unto me, having a live coal in his
hand, which he had taken with the
tongs from off the altar;

7 And he laid it upon my mouth,
and said: Lo, this has touched thy
lips; and thine “iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged.

8 Also I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then I said:
Here am I; send me.
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9 And he said: Go and tell this
people—Hear ve indeed, but they
understood not; and see ye indeed,
but they perceived not.

10 Make the heart of this people
fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes—Ilest they see
with their eyes, and *hear with
their ears, and understand with their
Pheart, and be converted and be
healed.

11 Then said I: Lord, how long?
And he said: Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land
be utterly desolate;

12 And the Lord have “removed
men far away, for there shall be
a great forsaking in the midst of
the land.

13 But vet there shall be a tenth,
and they shall return, and shall be
eaten, as a teil tree, and as an oak
whose substance is in them when
they cast their leaves; so the “holy
seed shall be the substance thereof.

CHAPTER 17

Ephraim and Syria wage war against
Judah—Christ will be born of a virgin—
Compare Isaiah 7. About 559-545 B.C.

ZAND it came to pass in the days of
*Ahaz the son of ¢Jotham, the son of
Uzziah, king of Judah, that ‘Rezin,
king of Syria, and ¢Pekah the son of
Remaliah, king of Israel, went up
toward Jerusalem to war against
it, but could not prevail against it.

2 And it was told the house of
David, saying: Syria is confederate
with Ephraim. And his heart was
moved, and the heart of his people,
as the trees of the wood are moved
with the wind.

3 Then said the Lord unto Isaiah:

| Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou
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of Hosts; the whole earth is full of
his 2glory.

4 And the posts of the door moved
at the voice of him that cried, and
the house was filled with smoke.

5 Then said I: Wo is unto me! for
I am undone; because I am a man

of unclean lips; and I dwell in the |==

midst of a people of unclean lips;
for mine eyes have “seen the King,
the Lord of Hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphim
unto me, having a live coal in his
hand, which he had taken with the
tongs from off the altar;

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, |

and said: Lo, this has touched thy
lips; and thine “iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged.

8 Also 1 heard the voice of the
Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then I said:
Here am I; send me.

9 And he said: Go and tell this
people—Hear ve indeed, but they
understood not; and see ye indeed,
but they perceived not.

10 Make the heart of this people
fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes—Ilest they see
with their eyes, and “hear with
their ears, and understand with their
Pheart, and be converted and be
healed.

11 Then said I: Lord, how long?
And he said: Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land
be utterly desolate;

12 And the Lord have “removed
men far away, for there shall be
a great forsaking in the midst of
the land.

13 But vet there shall be a tenth,
and they shall return, and shall be
eaten, as a teil tree, and as an oak
whose substance is in them when
they cast their leaves; so the “holy
seed shall be the substance thereof.
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¢ 2 And it was told the house of

I David, saying: Syria is confederate §
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1 Ahaz was twenty years old
when he began to reign, and
he reigned sixteen years In
Jerusalem: but he did not that
which was right in the sight of
the Lord, like David his father:
2 For he walked in the ways of
the kings of Israel, and made
also molten images for Baalim.
3 Moreover he burnt incense
in the valley of the son of
Hinnom, and burnt his children
In the fire, after the
abominations of the heathen
whom the Lord had cast out
before the children of Israel.

4 He sacrificed also and burnt
iIncense in the high places,

v

tongs from off the altar;

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, §
and said: Lo, this has touched thy
lips; and thine “iniquity is taken

away, and thy sin purged.

8 Also I heard the voice of the
Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then I said:

Here am I; send me,

: !:{ SAND it came to pass in the days of {

mwv—wm
unto me, having a live coal in his
hand, which he had taken with the

HEB The remnant shall return.

Deople—He e 1ndeed, pu
understood not; and see ye indeed,
but they perceived not.

10 Make the heart of this people
fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes—Ilest they see
with their eyes, and *hear with
their ears, and understand with their
Pheart, and be converted and be
healed.

11 Then said 1. Lord, how long?
And he said: Until the cities be
wasted without inhabitant, and the
houses without man, and the land
be utterly desolate;

12 And the Lord have “removed
men far away, for there shall be
a great forsaking in the midst of
the land.

13 But vet there shall be a tenth,
and they shall return, and shall be
eaten, as a teil tree, and as an oak
whose substance is in them when
they cast their leaves; so the “holy
seed shall be the substance thereof.

CHAPTER 17

Ephraim and Syria wage war against
Judah—Christ will be born of a virgin—

¢t PAhaz the son of ¢Jotham, the son of }
Uzziah, king of Judah, that “Rezin,
¢ king of Syria, and Pekah theSOR Of |
' Remaliah, king of Israel, went up §
i toward Jerusalem to war against }
{ it, but could not prevail against it. §
¢ 2 And it was told the house of
' David, saying: Syria is confederate §
i with Ephraim. And his heart was §
» moved, and the heart of his people, §
¢ as the trees of the wood are moved |
- 3T said the Lord unto Isaiah:
Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou
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and Shearjashub thy son, at the end
of the “conduit of the upper pool
in the highway of the fuller’s field;

4 And say unto him: Take heed,
and be quiet; fear not, neither be
faint-hearted for the two tails of
these smoking firebrands, for the
fierce anger of Rezin with Svyria,
and of the son of Remaliah.

5 Because Syria, Ephraim,and the
son of Remaliah, have taken evil
counsel against thee, saying:

6 Let us go up against Judah and
vex it, and let us make a breach
therein for us,and set a King in the
midst of it, yea, the son of Tabeal.

7 Thus saith the Lord God:“It shall
not stand, neither shall it come to
pass.

8 For the head of Syria is Damas-
cus, and the head of Damascus,
Rezin; and within threescore and
five vears shall Ephraim be “broken
that it be not a people.

9 And the head of Ephraim is
Samaria, and the head of Samaria
is Remaliah’s son. If ye will “not
believe surely ye shall not be es-
tablished.

10 Morcover, the Lord spake again
unto Ahaz, saying:

11 Ask thee a“sign of the Lord thy
God; ask it either in the depths, or
in the heights above.

12 But Ahaz said: I will not ask,
neither will I *tempt the Lord.

13 And he said: Hear ye now, O
house of David; is it a small thing
for you to weary men, but will ye
weary my God also?

14 Therefore, the Lord himself shall
give you a sign—Behold, a *virgin
shall conceive, and shall bear a son,
and shall call his name *Immmanuel.

15 Butter and “honey shall he eat,
that he may know to refuse the evil
and to choose the good.

16 For “before the child shall know

2 NEPHI 17:4-25

to refuse the evil and choose the
good, the land that thou abhorrest
shall be forsaken of *both her kings.

17 The Lord shall“bring upon thee,
and upon thy people, and upon thy
father’s house, days that have not
come from the day that *Ephraim
departed from Judah, the King of
Assyria.

18 And it shall come to pass in
that day that the Lord shall hiss
for the fly that is in the uttermost
part of Egypt, and for the bee that
is in the land of Assyria.

19 And they shall come, and shall
rest all of them in the desolate val-
leys, and in the holes of the rocks,
and upon all thorns, and upon all
bushes.

20 In the same day shall the Lord
shave with a “razor that is hired,
by them beyond the river, by the
king of Assyria, the head, and the
hair of the feet; and it shall also
consume the beard.

21 And it shall come to pass in that
day, a man shall nourish a young
cow and two sheep;

22 And it shall come to pass, for
thc abundance of milk thcey shall
give he shall eat butter; for butter
and honey shall every one eat that
is left in the land.

23 And it shall come to pass in
that day, every place shall be, where
there were a thousand vines at a
thousand silverlings, which shall
be for briers and thorns.

24 With arrows and with bows
shall men come thither, because
all the land shall become briers
and thorns.

25 And all hills that shall be digged
with the mattock, there shall not
come thither the fear of briers and
thorns; but it shall be for the send-
ing forth of oxen, and the treading
of lesser cattle.

Syria’s Invasion of Judah
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CHAPTER 18

Christ will be as a stone of stumbling
and a rock of offense—Seek the Lord,
not peeping wizards—Turn to the law
and to the testimony for guidance—
Compare Isaiah 8. About 559-545 B.C.

MOREOVER, the word of the Lord
said unto me: Take thee a great aroll,
and write in it with a man’s pen,
concerning "MMaher-shalal-hash-baz.

2 And 1 took unto me faithful
*switnesses to record, Uriah the
priest, and Zechariah the son of
Jeberechiah.

3 And I went unto the prophetess;
and she conceived and bare a son.
Then said the Lord to me: ¢Call his
name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz.

4 For behold, “the child shall *not
have knowledge to cry, My father,
and my mother, before the riches
of Damascus and the ¢spoil of 4Sa-
maria shall be taken away before

| 5 The Lond spake also unto me
Fagain, saying:
{ 6 Forasmuch as this people refus-
¢ eth the waters of “Shiloah that go
tsoftly, and rejoice in *Rezin and
t Remaliah’s son; ,
{ 7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord

¢ bringeth up upon them the waters
: of the river, strong and many, even
i the King of “Assyria and all his glory;
iand he shall come up over all his §
Lhannelsand ,

dah; he shall overflow and go over
he shall “reach even to the neck;
and the stretching out of his wings
shall fill the breadth of thy land,

O Immanuel.

o over all his banks. | »

9 2Associate yvourselves, O ve
people, and ye shall be broken in
pieces; and give ear all ve of far
countries; gird yourselves, and ye
shall be broken in pieces; gird your-
selves, and ye shall be broken in
pieces.

10 Take counsel together, and it
shall come to naught; speak the
word, and it shall not stand; for
God is with us.

11 For the Lord spake thus to me
with a strong hand, and instructed
me that 1 should not walk in the
way of this people, saying:

12 Say ve not, A confederacy, to
all to whom this people shall say, A
“confederacy; neither fear ve their
fear, nor be afraid.

13 Sanctify the Lord of Hosts him-
self, and let him be your fear, and
let him be vour dread.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary;
but for a *stone of ’stumbling, and

A for a ‘rock of %offense to both the
i houses of Israel, for a ginand asnare
. to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15 And many among them shall

| “stumble and fall, and be broken,
i and be snared, and be taken.

16 “Bind up the testimony, seal the
law among my disciples.
17 And I will wait upon the Lord,

. that *hideth his face from the house
' of Jacob, and I will look for him.
18 Behold ‘14and ,the (,hlld_renu

dwelleth in Mount Zion.

19 And when they shall say unto
yvou: Seek unto them that have
sfamiliar spirits, and unto *wizards

18 1a 1sa. 8:1 (1-22).
b HEB To speed to the
spoil, he hasteneth
the prev.

6a Neh, 3:15;
John 9:7.

7a Isa. 10:12.

b Isa. 7:1 (1-6).

1 Pet. 2:8 (4-8);
Jacob 4:15.

¢ TG Rock.

d Luke 7:23.

Sealing Testimony and the Law
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that peep and mutter—°should not
a people seek unto their God for
the living to hear from the dead?

20 To the ¢law and to the testi-

monv: and if thev sneak not ac-

Maher-Shalal-hash-baz Shearjashub

2 NEPHI 18:20-19:14

4 For thou hast broken the yoke
of “his burden, and the staff of his
shoulder, the rod of his Poppressor.

5 For every battle of the warrior is
with confused noise. and carments

Destruction is
Imminent

T ULn1ivoin tzv vyarniiedsy. |

CHAPTER 19

Isaiah speaks messianically—T he peo-
ple in darkness will see a great light—
Unto us a child is born—He will be
the Prince of Peace and will reign on
David’s throne—Compare Isaiah 9.
About 559-545 B.C.

*NEVERTHELESS, the dimness shall
not be such as was in her vexation,
when at first he lightly afflicted the
Pland of <Zebulun, and the land of
‘Naphtali, and afterwards did more
grievously afflict by the way of the
Red Sea beyond Jordan in Galilee
of the nations.

2 The people that walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light; they
that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death, upon them hath the light
shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation,
and “increased the joy—they joy
before thee according to the joy in
harvest, and as men rejoice when
they divide the spoil.

Isaiah
The remnant The Lord is
shall return salvation

b
kingdom to order it, and to estab-
lish it with judgment and with jus-
tice from henceforth, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will
perform this.

8 The Lord sent his word unto Ja-
cob and it hath lighted upon Israel.

9 And all the people shall know,
even Ephraim and the inhabitants
of Samaria, that say in the pride
and stoutness of heart:

10 The bricks are fallen down, but
we will build with hewn 9stones;
the sycamores are cut down, but
we will change them into *cedars.

11 Therefore the Lord shall set up
the adversaries of *Rezin against
him, and join his enemies together;

12 The Syrians before and the Phi-
listines behind; and they shall “de-
vour Israel with open mouth. For all
this his *anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

13 For the people turneth not unto
“him that smiteth them, neither do
they seek the Lord of Hosts.

14 Therefore will the Lord cut off




“Isalah describes and then contrasts two forms of waters—the soft, rolling
waters of Shiloah, located near the temple mount of Jerusalem, and the
waters of the Euphrates, a great river that often floods out of control. The
waters of Shiloah are controlled and inviting, whereas the Euphrates is
dangerous and destructive. The waters of Shiloah bring life to those who drink
them; the Euphrates brings death to those who are swept up In its flood.
Isaiah’s images of the two waters are symbolic: the former represents Jesus,
the King of Heaven, who is likened to the waters of life; the latter is the king of
Assyria, who leads his great, destructive armies and ‘cover the earth [like a
flood ... and] destroy the inhabitants thereof’ (Jer. 46:8). Inasmuch as the
inhabitants of Judah had rejected Jesus, or the waters of Shiloah, the Lord set
upon them the king of Assyria, or the strong and mighty waters of the river
that would overflow their banks and cover the entire land with its destruction”

(Donald W. Parry, Jay A. Parry, Tina M. Peterson, Understanding Isaiah [1998], 83).
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*witnesses to record, Uriah the
priest, and Zechariah the son of
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3 And I went unto the prophetess;
and she conceived and bare a son.
Then said the Lord to me: “Call his
name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz.

4 For behold, “the child shall *not
have knowledge to cry, My father,
and my mother, before the riches
of Damascus and the ¢spoil of 4Sa-
maria shall be taken away before
the king of °Assyria.

5 The Lord spake also unto me
again, saying:

6 Forasmuch as this people refus-
eth the waters of “Shiloah that go
softly, and rejoice in *Rezin and
Remaliah’s son;

7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord
bringeth up upon them the waters
of the river, strong and many, even
the King of “Assyria and all his glory;
and he shall come up over all his
channels, and go over all his banks.

8 And he shall pass through Ju-
dah; he shall overflow and go over,
he shall “reach even to the neck;
and the stretching out of his wings
shall fill the breadth of thy land,
O Immanuel.

9 2Associate yvourselves, O ve
people, and ye shall be broken in
pieces; and give ear all ve of far
countries; gird yourselves, and ye
shall be broken in pieces; gird your-
selves, and ye shall be broken in
pieces.

10 Take counsel together, and it
shall come to naught; speak the
word, and it shall not stand; for
God is with us.

11 For the Lord spake thus to me
with a strong hand, and instructed
me that 1 should not walk in the
way of this people, saying:

12 Say ve not, A confederacy, to
all to whom this people shall say, A
“confederacy; neither fear ve their
fear, nor be afraid.

13 Sanctify the Lord of Hosts him-
self, and let him be your fear, and
let him be vour dread.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary;
but for a *stone of ’stumbling, and
for a ‘rock of 4offense to both the
houses of Israel, for a gin and asnare
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15 And many among them shall
“stumble and fall, and be broken,
and be snared, and be taken.

16 “Bind up the testimony, seal the
law among my disciples.

17 And I will wait upon the Lord,
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that peep and mutter—°should not
a people seek unto their God for
the living to hear from the dead?

20 To the ¢law and to the testi-
mony; and if they speak not ac-
cording to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.

21 And they shall pass through it
hardly bestead and hungry; and it
shall come to pass that when they
shall be hungry, they shall fret
themselves, and curse their kKing
and their God, and look upward.

22 And they shall look unto the
earth and behold trouble, and *dark-
ness, dimness of anguish, and shall
be driven to darkness.

CHAPTER 19

Isaiah speaks messianically—T he peo-
ple in darkness will see a great light—
Unto us a child is born—He will be
the Prince of Peace and will reign on
David’s throne—Compare Isaiah 9.
About 559-545 B.C.

*NEVERTHELESS, the dimness shall
not be such as was in her vexation,
when at first he lightly afflicted the
Pland of <Zebulun, and the land of
‘Naphtali, and afterwards did more
grievously afflict by the way of the
Red Sea beyond Jordan in Galilee
of the nations.

2 The people that walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light; they
that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death, upon them hath the light
shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation,
and “increased the joy—they joy
before thee according to the joy in
harvest, and as men rejoice when
they divide the spoil.

2 NEPHI 18:20-19:14

4 For thou hast broken the yoke
of “his burden, and the staff of his
shoulder, the rod of his Poppressor.

5 For every battle of the warrior is
with confused noise, and garments
rolled in blood; but “this shall be
with burning and fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a “child is born, unto
us a son is given; and the *govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder;
and his name shall be called, Won-
derful, Counselor, The ‘Mighty God,
The ‘Everlasting Father, The Prince
of ¢Peace.

7 Of the increase of “government
and peace °there is no end, upon
the throne of “David, and upon his
kingdom to order it, and to estab-
lish it with judgment and with jus-
tice from henceforth, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will
perform this.

8 The Lord sent his word unto Ja-
cob and it hath lighted upon Israel.

9 And all the people shall know,
even Ephraim and the inhabitants
of Samaria, that say in the pride
and stoutness of heart:

10 The bricks are fallen down, but
we will build with hewn 9stones;
the sycamores are cut down, but
we will change them into *cedars.

11 Therefore the Lord shall set up
the adversaries of *Rezin against
him, and join his enemies together;

12 The Syrians before and the Phi-
listines behind; and they shall “de-
vour Israel with open mouth. For all
this his *anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

13 For the people turneth not unto
“him that smiteth them, neither do
they seek the Lord of Hosts.

14 Therefore will the Lord cut off
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that peep and mutter—°should not
a people seek unto their God for
the living to hear from the dead?

20 To the ¢law and to the testi-
mony; and if they speak not ac-
cording to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.

21 And they shall pass through it
hardly bestead and hungry; and it
shall come to pass that when they
shall be hungry, they shall fret
themselves, and curse their King
and their God, and look upward.

22 And they shall look unto the
earth and behold trouble, and *dark-
ness, dimness of anguish, and shall
be driven to darkness.

CHAPTER 19

Isaiah speaks messianically—T he peo-
ple in darkness will see a great light—
Unto us a child is born—He will be
the Prince of Peace and will reign on
David’s throne—Compare Isaiah 9.
About 559-545 B.C.

*NEVERTHELESS, the dimness shall
not be such as was in her vexation,
when at first he lightly afflicted the
Pland of Zebulun, and the land of
‘Naphtali, and afterwards did more
grievously afflict by the way of the
Red Sea beyond Jordan in Galilee
of the nations.

2 The people that walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light; they
that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death, upon them hath the light
shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation,
and “increased the joy—they joy
before thee according to the joy in
harvest, and as men rejoice when
they divide the spoil.

2 NEPHI 18:20-19:14

4 For thou hast broken the yoke
of “his burden, and the staff of his
shoulder, the rod of his Poppressor.

5 For every battle of the warrior is
with confused noise, and garments
rolled in blood; but “this shall be
with burning and fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a “child is born, unto
us a son is given; and the ’govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder;
and his name shall be called, Won-
derful, Counselor, The ‘Mighty God,
The ‘Everlasting Father, The Prince
of ¢Peace.

7 Of the increase of “government
and peace °there is no end, upon
the throne of “‘David, and upon his
kingdom to order it, and to estab-
lish it with judgment and with jus-
tice from henceforth, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will
perform this.

8 The Lord sent his word unto Ja-
cob and it hath lighted upon Israel.

9 And all the people shall know,
even Ephraim and the inhabitants
of Samaria, that say in the pride
and stoutness of heart:

10 The bricks are fallen down, but
we will build with hewn “stones;
the sycamores are cut down, but
we will change them into *cedars.

11 Therefore the Lord shall set up
the adversaries of *Rezin against
him, and join his enemies together;

12 The Syrians before and the Phi-
listines behind; and they shall “de-
vour Israel with open mouth. For all
this his Yanger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

“him that smiteth them, neither do
they seek the Lord of Hosts.
14 Therefore will the Lord cut off
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2 NEPHI 19:15-20:10

from Israel head and tail, branch
and rush “in one day.

15 The “ancient, he is the head;
and the prophet that teacheth lies,
he is the tail.

16 For the ?leaders of this people
cause them to err; and they that are
*led of them are destroyed.

17 Therefore the Lord shall have
no joy in their young men, neither
shall have *mercy on their fatherless
and widows; for ‘every one of them
is a hypocrite and an Yevildoer, and
every mouth speaketh ¢folly. For all
this his anger is not turned away,
but his 'Thand is stretched out still.

18 For wickedness burneth as
the fire; it shall devour the briers
and thorns, and shall kindle in the
thickets of the forests, and they
shall mount up like the lifting up
of smoke.

19 Through the wrath of the Lord
of Hosts is the ?land darkened, and
the people shall be as the fuel of the
fire; °no man shall spare his brother.

20 And he 4shall snatch on the right
hand and be hungry; and he shall
beat on the left hand and they shall
not be satisfied; they shall eat ev-
ery man the flesh of his own arm—

21 Manasseh, “Ephraim; and
Ephraim, Manasseh; they together
shall be against *Judah. For all this
his anger is not turned away, but
his hand is stretched out still.

CHAPTER 20

The destruction of Assyria is a type
of the destruction of the wicked at the
Second Coming—Few people will be left

90

after the Lord comes again—The rem-
nant of Jacob will return in that day—
Compare Isaiah 10. About 559-545 B.C.

W0 unto them that decree Pun-
righteous decrees, and that write
grievousness which they have pre-
scribed;

2 To turn away the needy from
judgment, and to take away the
right from the *poor of my people,
that *widows may be their prey, and
that they may rob the fatherless!

3 And what will ye do in the day
of visitation, and in the desolation
which shall come from far? to whom
will ye flee for help? and where will
ye leave your glory?

4 Without me they shall bow down
under the prisoners, and they shall
fall under the slain. For all this his
anger is not turned away, but his
hand is stretched out still.

5 O Assyrian, the rod of mine an-
ger, and the staff in their hand is
“their indignation.

6 I will send him “against a hypo-
critical nation, and against the
people of my wrath will I give him
a charge to take the spoil, and to
take the prey, and to tread them
down like the mire of the streets.

7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, nei-
ther doth his heart think so; but in
his heart it is to destroy and cut off
nations not a few.

8 For he saith: Are not my *princes
altogether kings?

9 Is not “Calno as ?Carchemish?
Is not Hamath as Arpad? Is not
Samaria as ‘Damascus?

10 As °“myv hand hath founded the

14a Isa. 10:17 |
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that peep and mutter—°should not
a people seek unto their God for
the living to hear from the dead?

20 To the ¢law and to the testi-
mony; and if they speak not ac-
cording to this word, it is because
there is no light in them.

21 And they shall pass through it
hardly bestead and hungry; and it
shall come to pass that when they
shall be hungry, they shall fret
themselves, and curse their King
and their God, and look upward.

22 And they shall look unto the
earth and behold trouble, and *dark-
ness, dimness of anguish, and shall
be driven to darkness.

CHAPTER 19

Isaiah speaks messianically—T he peo-
ple in darkness will see a great light—
Unto us a child is born—He will be
the Prince of Peace and will reign on
David’s throne—Compare Isaiah 9.
About 559-545 B.C.

*NEVERTHELESS, the dimness shall
not be such as was in her vexation,
when at first he lightly afflicted the
Pland of Zebulun, and the land of
‘Naphtali, and afterwards did more
grievously afflict by the way of the
Red Sea beyond Jordan in Galilee
of the nations.

2 The people that walked in dark-
ness have seen a great light; they
that dwell in the land of the shadow
of death, upon them hath the light
shined.

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation,
and “increased the joy—they joy
before thee according to the joy in
harvest, and as men rejoice when
they divide the spoil.

2 NEPHI 18:20-19:14

4 For thou hast broken the yoke
of “his burden, and the staff of his
shoulder, the rod of his Poppressor.

5 For every battle of the warrior is
with confused noise, and garments
rolled in blood; but “this shall be
with burning and fuel of fire.

6 For unto us a “child is born, unto
us a son is given; and the ’govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder;
and his name shall be called, Won-
derful, Counselor, The ‘Mighty God,
The ‘Everlasting Father, The Prince
of ¢Peace.

7 Of the increase of “government
and peace °there is no end, upon
the throne of “David, and upon his
kingdom to order it, and to estab-
lish it with judgment and with jus-
tice from henceforth, even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will
perform this.

8 The Lord sent his word unto Ja-
cob and it hath lighted upon Israel.

9 And all the people shall know,
even Ephraim and the inhabitants
of Samaria, that say in the pride
and stoutness of heart:

10 The bricks are fallen down, but
we will build with hewn “stones;
the sycamores are cut down, but
we will change them into *cedars.

11 Therefore the Lord shall set up
the adversaries of *Rezin against
him, and join his enemies together;

12 The Syrians before and the Phi-
listines behind; and they shall “de-
vour Israel with open mouth. For all
this his "'mger is not turned away,
but hlshand is stretghed outst111
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from Israel head and tail, branch
and rush “in one day.

15 The “ancient, he is the head;
and the prophet that teacheth lies,
he is the tail.

16 For the ?leaders of this people
cause them to err; and they that are
*led of them are destroyed.

17 Therefore the Lord shall have
no joy in their young men, neither
shall have *mercy on their fatherless
and widows; for ‘every one of them
is a hypocrite and an Yevildoer, and
every mouth speaketh ¢folly. For all
this his anger is not turned away,

but hlsf hand' is stre etched _out Stlllc

the fire; it shall devour the briers
and thorns, and shall kindle in the
thickets of the forests, and they
shall mount up like the lifting up
of smoke.

19 Through the wrath of the Lord
of Hosts is the ?land darkened, and
the people shall be as the fuel of the
fire; °no man shall spare his brother.

20 And he 4shall snatch on the right
hand and be hungry; and he shall
beat on the left hand and they shall
not be satisfied; they shall eat ev-
ery man the flesh of his own arm—

21 Manasseh, “Ephraim; and
Ephraim, Manasseh; they together
shall be against *Judah. For all this
his anger is not turned away, but

CHAPTER 20

The destruction of Assyria is a type
of the destruction of the wicked at the
Second Coming—Few people will be left
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after the Lord comes again—The rem-
nant of Jacob will return in that day—
Compare Isaiah 10. About 559-545 B.C.

WO unto them that decree *un-
righteous decrees, and that write
grievousness which they have pre-
scribed;

2 To turn away the needy from
judgment, and to take away the
right from the *poor of my people,
that *widows may be their prey, and
that they may rob the fatherless!

3 And what will ye do in the day
of visitation, and in the desolation
which shall come from far? to whom
will ye flee for help? and where will
ye leave your glory?

4 Without me they shall bow down
under the prisoners, and they shall
fall under the slain. For all this his
anger is not turned away, but his
hand is stretched out still.

50 Assyrian, the rod of mine an-
ger, and the staff in their hand is
“their indignation.

6 I will send him “against a hypo-
critical nation, and against the
people of my wrath will I give him
a charge to take the spoil, and to
take the prey, and to tread them
down like the mire of the streets.

7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, nei-
ther doth his heart think so; but in
his heart it is to destroy and cut off
nations not a few.

8 For he saith: Are not my *princes
altogether kings?

9 Is not “Calno as ?Carchemish?
Is not Hamath as Arpad? Is not
Samaria as ‘Damascus?

10 As °“myv hand hath founded the
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judgment, and to take away the
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4 Without me they shall bow down
under the prisoners, and they shall
fall under the slain. For all this his
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hand is stretched out still.

5 O Assyrian, the rod of mine an-
ger, and the staff in their hand is
“their indignation.

6 I will send him “against a hypo-
critical nation, and against the
people of my wrath will I give him
a charge to take the spoil, and to
take the prey, and to tread them
down like the mire of the streets.
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Assyria will be an instrument

in the hand of God

P12 Wherefore it shall come to pass
¢ that when the Lord hath performed
' his whole work upon Mount Zion
¢ and upon Jerusalem, I will punish
{ the fruit of the stout heart of the
¢ king of *Assyria, and the glory of
his high looks.

91

kingdoms of the idols, and whose
graven images did excel them of
Jerusalem and of Samaria;

11 Shall I not, as 1 have done unto

Samaria and her aldOlS so do to Je-
L dT1C 1O 1LE 0_ ,

; o ‘aLOo s a

2 NEPHI 20:11-26

1eld, both soul and body, and they
shall be as when a standard-bearer
fainteth.

19 And the %rest of the trees of

'} his forest shall be few, that a child
' may write them.

20 And it shall come to pass in that

| day, that the remnant of Israel, and
. such as are escaped of the “house
| N0 more aam °stay.

13 For “he saith: By the strength

¢ of P'my hand and by my wisdom 1 | One of Israel, in truth.

: have done these things; for T am | 21T
{ prudent; and I have moved the bor- §
¢ ders of the people, and have robbed
. their treasures, and I have putdown §
i the inhabitants like a valiant man;
{ 14 And my hand hath found as a |
i nest the riches of the people; and
! as one gathereth eggs that are left |
i have I gathered all the earth; and §
¢ there was none that moved the wing,
i or opened the mouth, or peeped.

¢ 15 Shall the %ax boast itself against |
{ him that heweth therewith? Shall
¢ the saw magnify itself against him
. that shaketh it? As if the rod should §
¢ shake itself against them that lift it |
i up, or as if the staff should lift up
’ 1tself as 1f it Were no wood'
o 5 1lereirore d e L0 i C

Lord of Hosts, send among h1s fat
ones, leanness; and under his glory
he shall kindle a burning like the
burning of a fire.

17 And the light of Israel shall be for
a *fire, and his Holy One for a flame,
and shall burn and shall devour his
thorns and his briers in one day;

1 The “remnant shallreturn, yea,
even the remnant of Jacob, unto the

't mighty God.

22 For though thy people “Israel

¢ be as the sand of the sea, yet a rem-

nant of them shall ’return; the “con-

' sumption decreed shall overflow
! with righteousness.

23 For the Lord God of Hosts shall

¢ make a “consumption, even deter-
! mined in all the land.

24 Therefore, thus saith the Lord

' God of Hosts: O my people that
¢ dwellest in Zion, “be not afraid of
! the Assyrian; he shall smite thee

with a rod, and shall lift up his

| staff against thee, after the *man-
¢ ner of Egypt.

25 For vet a very little while, and
the “indignation shall cease, and
mine anger in their destruction.

26 And the Lord of Hosts shall 4stir
up a scourge for him according to
the slaughter of ®Midian at the rock
of Oreb; and as his rod was upon
the sea so shall he lift it up after
the manner of ‘Egypt.
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2 NEPHI 20:11-26

18 And shall consume the glory
of his forest, and of his fruitful
field, both soul and body; and they
shall be as when a standard-bearer
fainteth.

19 And the °%rest of the trees of
his forest shall be few, that a child
may write them.

20 And it shall come to pass in that
day, that the remnant of Israel, and
such as are escaped of the “house
of Jacob, shall no more again *stay
upon him that smote them, but
shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy
One of Israel, in truth.

21 The “remnant shall return, vea,
even the remnant of Jacob, unto the
mighty God.

22 For though thy people “Israel
be as the sand of the sea, yeta rem-
nant of them shall ’return; the “‘con-
sumption decreed shall overflow
with righteousness.

23 For the Lord God of Hosts shall
make a “consumption, even deter-
mined in all the land.

24 Therefore, thus saith the Lord
God of Hosts: O my people that
dwellest in Zion, “be not afraid of
the Assyrian; he shall smite thee
with a rod, and shall lift up his
staff against thee, after the Pman-
ner of Egypt.

25 For vet a very little while, and
the “indignation shall cease, and
mine anger in their destruction.

26 And the Lord of Hosts shall 4stir
up a scourge for him according to
the slaughter of PMidian at the rock
of Oreb; and as his rod was upon
the sea so shall he lift it up after
the manner of ‘Egypt.

2 NEPHI 20:27-21:9

27 And it shall come to pass in
that day that his “burden shall be
taken away from off thy shoulder,
and his yvoke from off thy neck, and
the yoke shall be destroyed because
of the *anointing.

28 “He is come to Aiath, he is
passed to Migron; at Michmash he
hath laid up his carriages.

29 They are gone over the *passage;
they have taken up their lodging at
*Geba; Ramath is afraid; °‘Gibeah of
Saul 1s fled.

30 Lift up the voice, O daughter of
“Gallim; cause it to be heard unto
Laish, O poor Anathoth.

31 Madmenah is removed; the in-
habitants of Gebim gather them-
selves to flee.

32 As vet shall he remain at “Nob
that day; he shall shake his hand
against the mount of the daughter
of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

33 Behold, the Lord, the Lord of
Hosts shall lop the bough with
terror; and the *high ones of stat-
ure shall be "hewn down; and the
‘haughty shall be humbled.

34 And he shall cut down the
thickets of the forests with iron, and
Lebanon shall fall by a mighty one.

CHAPTER 21

The stem of Jesse (Christ) will judge
in righteousness—The knowledge of
God will cover the earth in the Millen-
nium—The Lord will raise an ensign
and gather Israel—Compare Isaiah 11.
About 559-545 B.C.

92

*AND there shall *come forth a rod
out of the “stem of Jesse, and a
dbranch shall grow out of his roots.

2 And the “Spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon him, the spirit of °wis-
dom and ‘understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord;

3 And shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of the
Lord; and he shall not “judge after
the sight of his eves, neither reprove
after the hearing of his ears.

4 But with ¢righteousness shall he
tjudge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the “meek of the earth;
and he shall smite the earth with
the °rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips shall he slay the
wicked.

5 And “righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins.

6 The *wolf also shall dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, and the calf and
the voung lion and fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall
feed; their voung ones shall lie
down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play
on the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put his hand
on the cockatrice’s den.

9 They shall “not hurt nor *destroy
in all my holy mountain, for the
‘earth shall be full of the ‘knowledge
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*AND there shall °come forth a rod
out of the “stem of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots.

2 And the “Spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon him, the spirit of *wis-
dom and ‘understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord;

3 And shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of the
Lord; and he shall not ¢judge after
the sight of his eves, neither reprove
after the hearing of his ears.

4 But with “righteousness shall he
tjudge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the “meek of the earth;
and he shall smite the earth with
the °rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips shall he slay the
wicked.

5 And “righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins.

6 The “wolf also shall dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, and the calf and
the voung lion and fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall
feed; their voung ones shall lie
down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play
on the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put his hand
on the cockatrice’s den.

9 They shall “not hurt nor *destroy
in all my holy mountain, for the
“earth shall be full of the “knowledge

The Lord will set up an Ensign to Gather Israel

93

d in that day there shall be
a ‘root of Jesse, which shall stand
for an ensign of the people; to it
shall the ?Gentiles seek; and his
‘rest shall be glorious.

11 And it shall come to pass in
that day that the Lord shall set his
hand again the “second time to re-
cover the remnant of his people
which shall be left, from *Assyria,
and from Egvpt, and from Pathros,
and from Cush, and from Elam, and
from <Shinar, and from Hamath,
and from the islands of the sea.

12 And he shall set up an %ensign
for the nations, and shall assemble
the Poutcasts of Israel, and ‘gather
together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth.

13 The “envy of Ephraim also shall
depart, and the adversaries of Judah
shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not
benvy ‘Judah, and Judah shall not
vex Ephraim,

14 But they shall fly upon the
shoulders of the “Philistines towards
the west; they shall spoil them of
the east together; they shall lay
their hand upon °Edom and ‘Moab;
and the children of Ammon shall
obey them,

15 And the Lord shall utterly “de-
stroy the tongue of the Egyptian
sea; and with his mighty wind
he shall shake his hand over the
river, and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over *dry
shod.

2 NEPHI 21:10-22:6

16 And there shall be a *highway
for the remnant of his people which
shall be left, from Assyria, like as
it was to Israel in the day that he
came up out of the land of Egypt.

CHAPTER 22

In the millennial day all men will praise
the Lord—He will dwell among them—
Compare Isaiah 12. About 559-545 B.C.

“AND in that day thou shalt say:
O Lord, I will praise thee; though
thou wast angry with me thine an-
ger 1s turned away, and thou com-
fortedst me.

2 Behold, God is my salvation; 1
will “trust, and not be afraid; for
the Lord *JEHOVAH is my ‘strength
and my 4song; he also has become
my salvation.

3 Therefore, with joy shall ye draw
“water out of the wells of salvation.

4 And in that day shall ye say:
“Praise the Lord, call upon his name,
declare his doings among the peo-
ple, make mention that his name
is exalted.

5 2§ing unto the Lord; for he hath
done excellent things; this is known
in all the earth.

6 “Cry out and shout, thou inhabi-
tant of Zion; for great is the Holy
One of Israel in the midst of thee.

CHAPTER 23

The destruction of Babylon is a type of
the destruction at the Second Coming—
It will be a day of wrath and vengeance
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“In our day we are experiencing an explosion of
knowledge about the world and its people. But the people
of the world are not experiencing a comparable
expansion of knowledge about God and his plan for his
children. On that subject, what the world needs is not
more scholarship and technology but more righteousness
and revelation.

“l long for the day prophesied by Isaiah when ‘the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord’ (Isaiah 11:9; 2
Nephi 21:9). In an inspired utterance, the Prophet Joseph
Smith described the Lord’s ‘pouring down knowledge
from heaven upon the heads of the Latter-day
Saints’ (D&C 121:33). This will not happen for those
whose ‘hearts are set so much upon the things of this
world, and aspire to the honors of men’ (121:35). Those
who fail to learn and use ‘principles of
riaohteousness’ (121:36) will be left to themselves to kick



wnose 'nearts are set SO mucn upon tne tnings or tnis
world, and aspire to the honors of men’ (121:35). Those
who fail to learn and use ‘principles of
righteousness’ (121:36) will be left to themselves to kick
against those in authority, ‘to persecute the saints, and to
fight against God’ (121:38). In contrast, the Lord makes
this great promise to the faithful:

“‘The doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul
as the dews from heaven.

“‘The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, and
thy scepter an unchanging scepter of righteousness and
truth; and thy dominion shall be an everlasting dominion,
and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee
forever and ever’ (D&C 121:45-46)”

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 38-39; or
Ensign, May 1989, 30).



YHI 20:27-21:9

nd it shall come to pass in
lay that his “burden shall be
~away from off thy shoulder,
is yoke from off thy neck, and
Ke shall be destroyed because
> Panointing.

He is come to Aiath, he 1is
d to Migron; at Michmash he
laid up his carriages.

hey are gone over the “passage;
1ave taken up their lodging at
; Ramath is afraid; °Gibeah of
s fled.

ift up the voice, O daughter of
m; cause it to be heard unto
, O poor “Anathoth.
[admenah is removed; the in-
ants of Gebim gather them-
» to flee.

s vet shall he remain at “Nob
jay; he shall shake his hand
st the mount of the daughter
n, the hill of Jerusalem.
ehold, the Lord, the Lord of
, shall lop the bough with
-~ and the ¢high ones of stat-
nall be Phewn down; and the
hty shall be humbled.

nd he shall cut down the
>ts of the forests with 1ron, and
10n shall fall by a mighty one.

CHAPTER 21

tem of Jesse (Christ) will judge
hteousness—T he knowledge of
lill cover the earth in the Millen-
—The Lord will raise an ensign
ither Israel—Compare Isaiah 11.
559-545 B.C.
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*AND there shall °come forth a rod
out of the “stem of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots.

2 And the “Spirit of the Lord shall
rest upon him, the spirit of *wis-
dom and ‘understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the
Lord;

3 And shall make him of quick
understanding in the fear of the
Lord; and he shall not ¢judge after
the sight of his eves, neither reprove
after the hearing of his ears.

4 But with “righteousness shall he
tjudge the poor, and reprove with
equity for the “meek of the earth;
and he shall smite the earth with
the °rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips shall he slay the
wicked.

5 And “righteousness shall be the
girdle of his loins, and faithfulness
the girdle of his reins.

6 The “wolf also shall dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, and the calf and
the voung lion and fatling together;
and a little child shall lead them.

7 And the cow and the bear shall
feed; their voung ones shall lie
down together; and the lion shall
eat straw like the ox.

8 And the sucking child shall play
on the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put his hand
on the cockatrice’s den.

9 They shall “not hurt nor *destroy
in all my holy mountain, for the
“earth shall be full of the “knowledge

The Lord will set up an Ensign to Gather Israel
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d in that day there shall be
a ‘root of Jesse, which shall stand
for an ensign of the people; to it
shall the ?Gentiles seek; and his
‘rest shall be glorious.

11 And it shall come to pass in
that day that the Lord shall set his
hand again the “second time to re-
cover the remnant of his people
which shall be left, from *Assyria,
and from Egvpt, and from Pathros,
and from Cush, and from Elam, and
from <Shinar, and from Hamath,
and from the islands of the sea.

12 And he shall set up an %ensign
for the nations, and shall assemble
the Poutcasts of Israel, and ‘gather
together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth.

13 The “envy of Ephraim also shall
depart, and the adversaries of Judah
shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not
benvy ‘Judah, and Judah shall not
vex Ephraim,

14 But they shall fly upon the
shoulders of the “Philistines towards
the west; they shall spoil them of
the east together; they shall lay
their hand upon °Edom and ‘Moab;
and the children of Ammon shall
obey them,

15 And the Lord shall utterly “de-
stroy the tongue of the Egyptian
sea; and with his mighty wind
he shall shake his hand over the
river, and shall smite it in the seven
streams, and make men go over *dry
shod.

2 NEPHI 21:10-22:6

16 And there shall be a *highway
for the remnant of his people which
shall be left, from Assyria, like as
it was to Israel in the day that he
came up out of the land of Egypt.

CHAPTER 22

In the millennial day all men will praise
the Lord—He will dwell among them—
Compare Isaiah 12. About 559-545 B.C.

“AND in that day thou shalt say:
O Lord, I will praise thee; though
thou wast angry with me thine an-
ger 1s turned away, and thou com-
fortedst me.

2 Behold, God is my salvation; 1
will “trust, and not be afraid; for
the Lord *JEHOVAH is my ‘strength
and my 4song; he also has become
my salvation.

3 Therefore, with joy shall ye draw
“water out of the wells of salvation.

4 And in that day shall ye say:
“Praise the Lord, call upon his name,
declare his doings among the peo-
ple, make mention that his name
is exalted.

5 2§ing unto the Lord; for he hath
done excellent things; this is known
in all the earth.

6 “Cry out and shout, thou inhabi-
tant of Zion; for great is the Holy
One of Israel in the midst of thee.

CHAPTER 23

The destruction of Babylon is a type of
the destruction at the Second Coming—
It will be a day of wrath and vengeance
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2 NEPHI 23:1-19

—Babylon (the world) will fall forever—
Compare Isaiah 13. About 559-545 B.C.

“THE burden of *Babylon, which
[saiah the son of Amoz did see.

2 Lift yve up a banner upon the
high mountain, exalt the voice unto
them, “shake the hand, that they
may go into the gates of the nobles.

3 1 have commanded my sanctified
ones, I have also called my “mighty
ones, for mine anger is not upon
them that rejoice in my highness.

4 The noise of the multitude in
the mountains like as of a great
people, a tumultuous noise of the
“kingdoms of nations “gathered to-
gether, the Lord of Hosts mustereth
the hosts of the battle.

5 They come from a far country,
from the end of heaven, yea, the
Lord, and the weapons of his indig-
nation, to destroy the whole land.

6 Howl ve, for the “day of the Lord
is at hand; it shall come as a de-
struction from the Almighty.

7 Therefore shall all hands be
faint, every man’s heart shall “melt;

8 And they shall be afraid; pangs
and sorrows shall take hold of them;
they shall be amazed one at another;
their faces shall be as flames.

9 Behold, the day of the Lord
cometh, cruel both with wrath and
fierce anger, to lay the land deso-
late; and he shall *destroy the sin-
ners thereof out of it.

10 For the “stars of heaven and
the ’constellations thereof shall not
give their clight; the 4sun shall be
darkened in his going forth, and
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the moon shall not cause her light
to shine.

11 And I will “punish the world
for evil, and the *wicked for their
iniquity; 1 will cause the arrogancy
of the ‘proud to cease, and will lay
down the haughtiness of the terrible,

12 T will make a “man more pre-
cious than fine gold; even a man
than the golden wedge of Ophir,

13 Therefore, I will “shake the
heavens, and the earth shall Pre-
move out of her place, in the wrath
of the Lord of Hosts, and in the day
of his fierce anger.

14 And it shall be as the chased roe,
and as a sheep that no man taketh
up; and they shall every man turn
to his own people, and flee every
one into his own “land.

15 Every one that is proud shall
be thrust through; yea, and every
one that is “joined to the wicked
shall fall by the sword.

16 Their “children also shall be
®dashed to pieces before their eyes;
their houses shall be spoiled and
their wives ravished.

17 Behold, I will stir up the “Medes
against them, which shall not re-
gard silver and gold, nor shall they
delight in it.

18 Their bows shall also dash the
young men to pieces; and they shall
have no 4pity on the fruit of the
womb; their eyes shall not spare
children.

19 And “Babylon, the glory of king-
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees’
excellency, shall be as when God
overthrew *Sodom and Gomorrabh.

u o P P . | I
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Judgement on Babylon (wicked punished at
the second coming)
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20 It shall never be “inhabited,
neither shall it be dwelt in from
generation to generation: neither
shall the Arabian pitch tent there;
neither shall the shepherds make
their fold there.

21 But “wild beasts of the desert
shall lie there; and their houses
shall be full of doleful creatures;
and owls shall dwell there, and sa-
tyrs shall dance there.

22 And the wild beasts of the islands
shall cry in their desolate houses, and
dragons in their pleasant palaces;
and her time is near to come, and
her day shall not be prolonged. For 1
will destroy her speedily; vea, for
I will be merciful unto my people,
but the wicked shall perish.

CHAPTER 24

Israel will be gathered and will enjoy
millennial rest—Lucifer was cast out
of heaven for rebellion—Israel will tri-
umph over Babylon (the world )—Com-
pare Isaiah 14. About 559-545 B.C.

“FOR the Lord will have mercy on
Jacob, and will yvet bchoose Israel,
and set them in their own land; and
the ‘strangers shall be joined with
them, and they shall cleave to the
house of Jacob.

2 And the people shall take them
and bring them to their place; yea,
from far unto the ends of the earth;
and they shall return to their “lands
of promise. And the house of Israel
shall ?possess them, and the land
of the Lord shall be for ‘servants
and handmaids; and they shall take
them captives unto whom they were
captives; and they shall “rule over
thelr oppressors.

2 NEPHI 23:20-

3 And it shall come to pass i
day that the Lord shall give
“rest, from thy sorrow, and fro
fear, and from the hard bos
wherein thou wast made to ¢

4 And it shall come to p:
that day, that thou shalt tal
this proverb “against the Ki
*Babylon, and say: How hat
oppressor ceased, the golde:
ceased!

5 The Lord hath broken the
of the “wicked, the scepters
rulers.

6 “He who smote the peoj
wrath with a continual strol
that ruled the nations in an
persecuted, and none hinder

7 The whole earth is at “rest,
quiet; they break forth into si

8 Yea, the fir trees rejoice at
and also the cedars of Leb
saying: Since thou art laid do
feller is come up against us.

9 “Hell from beneath is mov
thee to meet thee at thy com
stirreth up the ¢dead for thee
all the chief ones of the eai
hath raised up from their th
all the kings of the nations.

10 All they shall speak and sa
thee: Art thou also become
as we? Art thou become like un

11 Thy pomp is brought do
the grave; the noise of thy v
not heard; the worm is sprea
der thee, and the worms covet

12 “How art thou fallen
heaven, O *Lucifer, son o
morning! Art thou cut dox
the ground, which did weake
nations!

13 For thou hast said in thy
] will ascend into heaven,

2Wa Ter 5030 (3 30_40)- | Farth
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20 It shall never be “inhabited,
neither shall it be dwelt in from
generation to generation: neither
shall the Arabian pitch tent there;
neither shall the shepherds make
their fold there.

21 But “wild beasts of the desert
shall lie there; and their houses
shall be full of doleful creatures;
and owls shall dwell there, and sa-
tyrs shall dance there.

22 And the wild beasts of the islands
shall cry in their desolate houses, and
dragons in their pleasant palaces;
and her time is near to come, and
her day shall not be prolonged. For 1
will destroy her speedily; vea, for
I will be merciful unto my people,
but the wicked shall perish.

CHAPTER 24

Israel will be gathered and will enjoy
millennial rest—Lucifer was cast out
of heaven for rebellion—Israel will tri-
umph over Babylon (the world)—Com-
pare Isaiah 14. About 559-545 B.C.

“FOR the Lord will have mercy on
Jacob, and will yet *choose Israel,
and set them in their own land; and
the ‘strangers shall be joined with
them, and they shall cleave to the
house of Jacob.

2 And the people shall take them
and bring them to their place; yea,
from far unto the ends of the earth;
and they shall return to their “lands

of promise. And the house of Israel |

shall ?possess them, and the land
of the Lord shall be for ‘servants

them captives unto whom they were

captives; and they shall Yrule over |

their oppressors.

¢ heaven, O *Lucifer, son of the }
{ morning! Art thou cut down to |
and handmaids; and they shall take §
. nations!

47 il poesnnl g Teaet, £ vl

2 NEPHI 23:20-24:13

3 And it shall come to pass in that
day that the Lord shall give thee
“rest, from thy sorrow, and from thy
fear, and from the hard bondage
wherein thou wast made to serve,

4 And it shall come to pass in
that day, that thou shalt take up
this proverb “against the King of
*Babylon, and say: How hath the
oppressor ceased, the golden city
ceased!

5 The Lord hath broken the staff
of the “wicked, the scepters of the
rulers.

6 “He who smote the people in
wrath with a continual stroke, he
that ruled the nations in anger, is
persecuted, and none hindereth.

7 The whole earth is at “rest, and is
quiet; they break forth into singing.

8 Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee,
and also the cedars of Lebanon,
saying: Since thou art laid down no
feller is come up against us.

9 “Hell from beneath is moved for
thee to meet thee at thy coming; it
stirreth up the ®dead for thee, even
all the chief ones of the earth; it
hath raised up from their thrones
all the kings of the nations.

10 All they shall speak and say unto
thee: Art thou also become weak
as we? Art thou become like unto us?

11 Thy pomp is brought down to
the grave; the noise of thy viols is
not heard; the worm is spread un-

12 “How art fallen from i

thou

the ground, which did weaken the |

13 For thou hast said in thy heart: }

|

God’s Judgements on the King of Babylon

(Paralleling Lucifer’s fall)

2 NEPHI 24:14-32

! exalt my throne above the stars of
¢ God; 1 will sit also upon the mount §
- of the congregation, in the sides of §
! the north;

14 “I will ascend above the heights

[ of the clouds; I will be like the
Most High.

15 Yet thou shalt be brought down

i’} to hell, to the sides of the “pit.

16 They that see thee shall nar-

! rowly look upon thee, and shall
' consider thee, and shall say: Is this
{ the man that made the earth to §
¢ tremble, that did shake Kingdoms? |

17 And made the world as a wil-

. derness, and destroyed the cities |
. thereof, and opened not the house §
- of his prisoners?

¢ 18 All the kings of the nations, yea,

§ all of themn, lie in glory, every one

¢ of them in his own house.

19 But thou art cast out of thy

i grave like an abominable branch,
r and the remnant of those that are
{ slain, thrust through with a sword, §
: that go down to the stones of the
¢ pit; as a carcass trodden under feet.

20 Thou shalt not be joined with

¢ them in burial, because thou hast |
- destroyed thy land and slain thy §
¢ people; the “seed of ‘evil-doers
{ shall never be renowned.

dren for the “iniquities of their
fathers, that thev do not rise, nor
possess the land, nor fill the face
of the world with citics.

22 For Iwill rise up against them,
saith the Lord of Hosts, and cut off
from Babylon the “name, and rem-
nant, and son, and *nephew, saith
the Lord.

23 1 will also make it a *possession
for the bittern, and pools of water;
and I will sweep it with the besom of
destruction, saith the Lord of Hosts.

24 The Lord of Hosts hath sworn,
saying: Surely as I have thought, so

96

 shall it come to pass; and as I have
¢ purposed, so shall it stand—

25 Thatl will bring the Assyrian in

¢ my land, and upon my mountains
¢ tread him under foot; then shall his
¢ “voke depart from off them, and
¢ his burden depart from off their
¢ shoulders.

26 This is the purpose that is pur-

¢ posed upon the whole earth; and
i this is the hand that is stretched
. out upon all nations.

27 For the Lord of Hosts hath pur-
posed, and who shall disannul? And

: his hand is stretched out, and who
i shall turn it back?

28 In the vear that king “Ahaz died

¢ was this burden.

29 Rejoice not thou, whole Pales-

| lina, because the rod of him that
i “smote thee is broken; for out of
t the serpent’s root shall come forth
; a cockatrice, and his *fruit shall be
i a “fiery flying serpent.

30 And the firstborn of the poor

i shall feed, and the needy shall lie
¢t down in safety; and I will kill thy
' root with famine, and he shall slay
I thy remnant.

31 Howl, O gatc; cry, O city; thou,

t whole Palestina, art dissolved; for
¢ there shall come from the north a

smoke, and none shall be alone in
his appointed times.

32 What shall then answer the
messengers of the nations? That
the Lord hath founded “Zion, and
the "poor of his people shall trust
in it.

CHAPTER 25

Nephi glories in plainness—Isaiah’s
prophecies will be understood in the
last days—The Jews will return from
Babylon, crucify the Messiah, and be
scattered and scourged—They will
be restored when they believe in the

144 D Thoe V.4
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Israel will Triumph and Assyria/Philistines Will Fall
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Messiah—He will first come six hundred
years after Lehi left Jerusalem—The
Nephites keep the law of Moses and
believe in Christ, who is the Holy One
of Israel. About 559-545 B.C.

Now I, Nephi, do speak somewhat
concerning the words which 1 have
written, which have been spoken
by the mouth of Isaiah. For behold,
[saiah spake many things which
were “hard for many of my people
to understand; for they know not
concerning the manner of prophe-
sying among the Jews.

2 For 1, Nephi, have not taught
them many things concerning the
manner of the Jews; for their *works
were works of darkness, and their
doings were doings of abominations,

3 Wherefore, Il write unto my peo-
ple, unto all those that shall receive
hereafter these things which I write,
“that they may know the judgments
of God, that they come upon all na-
tions, according to the word which
he hath spoken.

4 Wherefore, hearken, O my peo-
ple, which are of the house of Is-
rael, and give ear unto my words;
for because the words of Isaiah are
not plain unto you, nevertheless
they are plain unto all those that
are filled with the “spirit of °proph-
ecy. Butl give unto yvou a ‘prophecy,
according to the spirit which is in
me; wherefore 1 shall prophesy ac-
cording to the “plainness which hath
been with me from the time that I
came out from Jerusalem with my
father; for behold, my soul delight-
eth in °plainness unto my people,
that they may learn.,

5 Yea, and my soul delighteth in

2 NEPHI 25:1-9

the words of “Isaiah, for I came out
from Jerusalem, and mine eyes hath
beheld the things of the *Jews, and
[ know that the Jews do ‘understand
the things of the prophets, and there
is none other people that under-
stand the things which were spoken
unto the Jews like unto them, save
it be that they are taught after the
manner of the things of the Jews.

6 But behold, I, Nephi, have not
taught my children after the man-
ner of the Jews; but behold, I, of
myself, have dwelt at Jerusalem,
wherefore I know concerning the
regions round about; and 1 have
made mention unto my children
concerning the judgments of God,
which ?hath come to pass among the
Jews, unto my children, according
to all that which Isaiah hath spo-
ken, and I do not write them.

7 But behold, I proceed with mine
own prophecy, according to my
“plainness; in the which 1 Pknow
that no man can err; nevertheless,
in the days that the prophecies of
[saiah shall be fulfilled men shall
know of a surety, at the times when
they shall come to pass.

8 Wherefore, they are of “worth
unto the children of men, and he
that supposeth that they are not,
unto them will I speak particularly,
and confine the words unto mine
town people; for I know that they
shall be of great worth unto them in
the last days; for in that day shall
they understand them; wherefore,
for their good have I written them.

9 And as one generation hath
been *destroyed among the Jews be-
cause of iniquity, even so have they
been destroyed from generation to

Nephi Prophesies of Christ and the Jews

2 NEPHI 25:10-17

generation according to their in-
iquities; and never hath any of
them been destroved save it were
®foretold them by the prophets of
the Lord.

10 Wherefore, it hath been told
them concerning the destruction
which should come upon them, im-
mediately after my father left #Jeru-
salem; nevertheless, they *hardened
their hearts; and according to my
prophecy they have been destroyed,
save it be those which are “carried
away “captive into Babylon.

11 And now this I speak because
of the %spirit which is in me. And
notwithstanding they have been
carried away they shall return
again, and possess the land of Je-
rusalem; wherefore, they shall be
brestored again to the cland of their
inheritance.

12 But, behold, they shall have
swars, and rumors of wars; and when
the day cometh that the *Only Be-
gotten of the Father, yea, even the
Father of heaven and of earth, shall
‘manifest himself unto them in the
flesh, behold, they will reject him,
because of their iniquities, and the
hardness of their hearts, and the
stiffness of their necks.

13 Behold, they will “crucify him;
and after he is laid in a ’sepulchre
for the space of ‘three days he shall
rise from the dead, with healing in
his wings; and all those who shall
believe on his name shall be saved
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in the kingdom of God. Wherefore,
my soul delighteth to prophesy con-
cerning him, for 1 have °seen his
day, and my heart doth magnify
his holy name.

14 And behold it shall come to
pass that after the “Messiah hath
risen from the dead, and hath
manifested himself unto his peo-
ple, unto as many as will believe on
his name, behold, Jerusalem shall
be *destroyed again; for ‘wo unto
them that fight against God and
the people of his 4church.

15 Wherefore, the “Jews shall be
bscattered among all nations; yea,
and also ‘Babylon shall be de-
stroyed; wherefore, the Jews shall be
scattered by other nations.

16 And after they have been
escattered, and the Lord God hath
scourged them by other nations
for the space of many generations,
yvea, even down from generation to
generation until they shall be per-
suaded to tbelieve in Christ, the Son
of God, and the atonement, which
is infinite for all mankind—and
when that day shall come that they
shall believe in Christ, and worship
the Father in his name, with pure
hearts and °clean hands, and look
not forward any more for another
Messiah, then, at that time, the day
will come that it must needs be ex-
pedient that they should believe
these things.

17 And the Lord will set his hand

Ob Ezek. 4:3;
Amos 3:7:
D&C 520

¢ '1G Jesus Christ, Birth of.
13a 1G Jesus Christ,
Crucifixion of.

Moses 7:15 (14-16).
d 1G Jesus Christ, Head of
the Church.
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generation according to their in-
iquities; and never hath any of
them been destroyed save it were
®foretold them by the prophets of
the Lord.

10 Wherefore, it hath been told
them concerning the destruction
which should come upon them, im-
mediately after my father left #Jeru-
salem; nevertheless, they *hardened
their hearts; and according to my
prophecy they have been destroyed,
save it be those which are “carried
away “captive into Babylon.

11 And now this I speak because
of the %spirit which is in me. And
notwithstanding they have been
carried away they shall return
again, and possess the land of Je-
rusalem; wherefore, they shall be
brestored again to the cland of their
inheritance.

12 But, behold, they shall have
awars, and rumors of wars; and when
the day cometh that the *Only Be-
gotten of the Father, yea, even the
Father of heaven and of earth, shall
‘manifest himself unto them in the
flesh, behold, they will reject him,
because of their iniquities, and the
hardness of their hearts, and the
stiffness of their necks.

13 Behold, they will “crucify him;
and after he is laid in a sepulchre
for the space of ‘three days he shall
Irise from the dead, with healing in
his wings; and all those who shall
believe on his name shall be saved
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in the kingdom of God. Wherefore,
my soul delighteth to prophesy con-
cerning him, for 1 have °seen his
day, and my heart doth magnify
his holy name.

14 And behold it shall come to
pass that after the “Messiah hath
risen from the dead, and hath
manifested himself unto his peo-
ple, unto as many as will believe on
his name, behold, Jerusalem shall
be *destroyved again; for ‘wo unto
them that fight against God and
the people of his 4church.

15 Wherefore, the “Jews shall be
bscattered among all nations; yea,
and also ‘Babylon shall be de-
stroyed; wherefore, the Jews shall be
scattered by other nations.

16 And after they have been
escattered, and the Lord God hath
scourged them by other nations
for the space of many generations,
yvea, even down from generation to
generation until they shall be per-
suaded to bbelieve in Christ, the Son
of God, and the atonement, which
is infinite for all mankind—and
when that day shall come that they
shall believe in Christ, and worship
the Father in his name, with pure
hearts and ‘clean hands, and look
not forward any more for another
Messiah, then, at that time, the day
will come that it must needs be ex-
pedient that they should believe
these things.

17 And the Lord will set his hand

Ob Ezek. 4:3;
Amos 3:7:
D&C 520

¢ '1G Jesus Christ, Birth of.
13a '1G Jesus Christ,
Crucifixion of.

Moses 7:15 (14-16).
d 1G Jesus Christ, Head of
the Church.
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again the second time to “restore his
people from their lost and fallen
state. Wherefore, he will proceed to
do a Pfmarvelous work and a wonder
among the children of men.

18 Wherefore, he shall bring forth
“his *words unto them, which words
shall judge them at the last day,
for they shall be given them for
the purpose of “convincing them of
the true Messiah, who was rejected
by them; and unto the convincing
of them that they need not look
forward any more for a Messiah
to come, for there should not any
come, save it should be a ¢false
Messiah which should deceive
the people; for there is save one
"Messiah spoken of by the prophets,
and that Messiah is he who should
be rejected of the Jews.

19 For according to the words of
the prophets, the *Messiah cometh
in °six hundred vyears from the
time that my father left Jerusalem,;
and according to the words of the
prophets, and also the word of the
‘angel of God, his name shall be
Jesus Christ, the ¢Son of God.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken plainly that yve cannot err,
And as the Lord God liveth that
“hrought Israel up out of the land of
Egvypt, and gave unto Moses power
that he should *heal the nations

2 NEPHI 25:18-23

after they had been bitten by the
poisonous serpents, if they would
cast their eyes unto the °serpent
which he did raise up before them,
and also gave him power that he
should smite the “rock and the wa-
ter should come forth; vea, behold
I sayv unto vou, that as these things
are °true, and as the Lord God liv-
eth, there is none other '"name given
under heaven save it be this Jesus
Christ, of which I have spoken,

A7 . “ . 7 .. a .. .;‘. -

21 \Vherefore for this cause hath’
t the Lord God pwmmed unto met
i that these things which 1 “write}
t shall be kept and preserved, and:
t handed down unto my seed, fromj
 ceneration to generation, that the}
! promise may be fulfilled unto Jo-
| seph, that his seed should never;
perish as long as the earth shouldj
¢ stand.

\

22 Wherefore, these things shall

{ go from generation to generation}
i as long as the earth shall stand; and
| they shall go according to the will:
. and pleasure of God; and the na-}
t tions who shall possess them shall}
| be “judged of them according to thej
t words which are written.

‘Oor we labor diligently to write,
to *persuade our children, and also
our brethren, to believe in Christ,
and to be reconciled to God; for we

17a Gen 49-10)-

| 194 177G Tesus Christ. |

1 Ne. 17:29: 20-21.



“Do eternal consequences rest upon our response to this
book? Yes, either to our blessing or our condemnation.

“Every Latter-day Saint should make the study of this
book a lifetime pursuit. Otherwise he is placing his soul in
jeopardy and neglecting that which could give spiritual
and Intellectual unity to his whole life. There iIs a
difference between a convert who is built on the rock of

Christ through the Book of Mormon and stays hold of that
iron rod, and one who is not”

(President Ezra Taft Benson, “A Witness and a Warning,” [1988], 7-8).



2 NEPHI 25:10-17

generation according to
iquities; and never hatl
them been destroyed sav
®foretold them by the prc
the Lord.

10 Wherefore, it hath b
them concerning the de:
which should come upon them, im-
mediately after my father left 4Jeru-
salem; nevertheless, they *hardened
their hearts; and according to my
prophecy they have been destroyed,
save it be those which are “carried
away “captive into Babylon.

11 And now this I speak because
of the %spirit which is in me. And
notwithstanding they have been
carried away they shall return
again, and possess the land of Je-
rusalem; wherefore, they shall be
brestored again to the ¢land of their
inheritance.

12 But, behold, they shall have
awars, and rumors of wars; and when
the day cometh that the *Only Be-
gotten of the Father, yea, even the
Father of heaven and of earth, shall
‘manifest himself unto them in the
flesh, behold, they will reject him,
because of their iniquities, and the
hardness of their hearts, and the
stiffness of their necks.

13 Behold, they will “crucify him;
and after he is laid in a ’sepulchre
for the space of ‘three days he shall
Irise from the dead, with healing in
his wings; and all those who shall
believe on his name shall be saved

“In addition ...

Joseph Smith History 1:40

risen from the dead, and hath
manifested himself unto his peo-
ple, unto as many as will believe on
his name, behold, Jerusalem shall
be *destroyed again; for ‘wo unto
them that fight against God and
the people of his 4church.

15 Wherefore, the “Jews shall be
bscattered among all nations; yea,
and also ‘Babylon shall be de-
stroyed; wherefore, the Jews shall be
scattered by other nations.

16 And after they have been
escattered, and the Lord God hath
scourged them by other nations
for the space of many generations,
vea, even down from generation to
generation until they shall be per-
suaded to *believe in Christ, the Son
of God, and the atonement, which
is infinite for all mankind—and
when that day shall come that they
shall believe in Christ, and worship
the Father in his name, with pure
hearts and cclean hands, and look
not forward any more for another
Messiah, then, at that time, the day
will come that it must needs be ex-
pedient that they should believe
these things.

17 And the Lord will set his hand

Ob Ezek. 4:3;
Amos 3:7:
N&C 520,

¢ '1G Jesus Christ, Birth of.
13a '1G Jesus Christ,
Crucifixion of.

Moses 7:15 (14-16).
d 1G Jesus Christ, Head of
the Church.

he [Moroni] quoted the
eleventh chapter of Isaiah, saying that
it was about to be fulfilled.”

Nephi Prophesies of Christ and the Jews

?  |saiah 11:11

again the second time to “restore his
people from their lost and fallen

state. Wherefore, he will proceed to
do a "marvelous work and a wonder
among the children of men.

18 Wherefore, he shall bring 1 ...,
“his *words unto them, which words
shall ¢judge them at the last day,
for they shall be given them for
the purpose of “convincing them of
the true Messiah, who was rejected
by them; and unto the convincing
of them that they need not look
forward any more for a Messiah
to come, for there should not any
come, save it should be a ¢false
Messiah which should deceive
the people; for there is save one
"TMessiah spoken of by the prophets,
and that Messiah is he who should
be rejected of the Jews.

19 For according to the words of
the prophets, the “Messiah cometh
in ?six hundred years from the
time that my father left Jerusalem;
and according to the words of the
prophets, and also the word of the
‘angel of God, his name shall be
Jesus Christ, the ¢Son of God.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken plainly that yve cannot err,
And as the Lord God liveth that
“hrought Israel up out of the land of
Egvpt, and gave unto Moses power
that he should *heal the nations

2 NEPHI 25:18-23

after they had been bitten by the
poisonous serpents, if they would
cast their eyes unto the ‘serpent
which he did raise up before them,

Isaiah 29:14 '© gave him power that he

savusw SMite the rock and the wa-
ter should come forth; yea, behold
I sayv unto vou, that as these things
are ‘true, and as the Lord God liv-
eth, there is none other 'name given
under heaven save it be this Jesus
Christ, of which I have spoken,

Nereny 1mdan can ne Savea. ..

21 Wherefore for this cause hathf
t the Lord God promlsed unto mey
i that these things which 1 “write}
t shall be kept and preserved, and
t handed down unto my seed, from!
 generation to generation, that the}
t promise may be fulfilled unto Jo-f
| seph, that his seed should never;
{ ’perish as long as the earth should]
¢ stand.

|

22 Wherefore, these things shall

 go from generation to generationt
t as long as the earth shall stand; and
i they shall go according to the will
. and pleasure of God; and the na-}
t tions who shall possess them shallj
' be “judged of them according to the
t words which are written,

or we labor diligently to Write,
to *persuade our children, and also
our brethren, to believe in Christ,
and to be reconciled to God; for we

17a Gen 49-10)-

| 194 1G Tesuis Christ. |

1 Ne. 17:29:- 20-21.
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again the second time to “restore his
people from their lost and fallen
state. Wherefore, he will proceed to
do a Pfmarvelous work and a wonder
among the children of men.

18 Wherefore, he shall bring forth
“his *words unto them, which words
shall ¢judge them at the last day,
for they shall be given them for
the purpose of “convincing them of
the true Messiah, who was rejected
by them; and unto the convincing
of them that they need not look
forward any more for a Messiah
to come, for there should not any
come, save it should be a ¢false
Messiah which should deceive
the people; for there is save one
"Messiah spoken of by the prophets,
and that Messiah is he who should
be rejected of the Jews.

19 For according to the words of
the prophets, the “Messiah cometh
in ’six hundred years from the
time that my father left Jerusalem,;
and according to the words of the
prophets, and also the word of the
‘angel of God, his “name shall be
Jesus Christ, the ¢Son of God.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken plainly that yve cannot err,
And as the Lord God liveth that
“hrought Israel up out of the land of
Egypt, and gave unto Moses power
that he should *heal the nations

2 NEPHI 25:18-23

after they had been bitten by the
poisonous serpents, if they would
cast their eyes unto the ‘serpent
which he did raise up before them,
and also gave him power that he
should smite the ‘rock and the wa-
ter should come forth; yea, behold
I say unto vou, that as these things
are °true, and as the Lord God liv-
eth, there is none other’/name given
under heaven save it be this Jesus
Christ, of which I have spoken,
whereby man can be saved.

21 Wherefore, for this cause hath
the Lord God promised unto me
that these things which 1 “write
shall be kept and preserved, and
handed down unto my seed, from
generation to generation, that the
promise may be fulfilled unto Jo-
seph, that his seed should never
bperish as long as the earth should
stand.

22 Wherefore, these things shall
go from generation to generation
as long as the earth shall stand; and
they shall go according to the will
and pleasure of God; and the na-
tions who shall possess them shall
be “judged of them according to the
words which are written.

23 For we labor diligently to write,
to *persuade our children, and also
our brethren, to believe in Christ,
and to be reconciled to God; for we

17a Gen 49-10):-

| 194 1G Tesus Christ. |

1 Ne. 17:29: 20-21.
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2 NEPHI 25:24-26:3

know that it is by ’grace that we are
saved, after all we can “do.

24 And, notwithstanding we be-
lieve in Christ, we “keep the law
of Moses, and look forward with
steadfastness unto Christ, until the
law shall be fulfilled.

25 For, for this end was the “law
given; wherefore the law hath be-
come *dead unto us, and we are
made alive in Christ beg
faith; yet we keep the
of the commandment:

26 And we “talk of
joice in Christ, we prec
we ’prophesy of Christ,
according to our prot
our °children may k
source they may look
sion of their sins,

27 Wherefore, we spe¢
ing the law that our ¢
know the deadness of the law; and
they, by knowing the deadness of
the law, may look forward unto that
life which is in Christ, and know for
what end the law was given. And
after the law is fulfilled in Christ,
that they need not harden their
hearts against him when the law
ought to be done away.

28 And now behold, my people, yve
are a ?stiffnecked people; wherefore,
I have spoken plainly unto you, that
yve cannot misunderstand. And the
words which T have spoken shall
stand as a ®testimony against you;
for they are sufficient to ‘teach any
man the “right way; for the right
way 1s to believe in Christ and deny
him not; for by denying him ye also
deny the prophets and the law.

100

29 And now behold, I say unto you
that the right way is to believe in
Christ, and deny him not; and Christ
is the Holy One of Israel; wherefore
yve must bow down before him, and
“worship him with all your Pmight,
mind, and strength, and your whole
soul; and if ve do this ve shall in
nowise be cast out.

30 Al}d, inasmuch as it shall be

[ Y a [ T | 2 [ ] [ ] a

Jacob previously tought...

2 Nephi 10:24 - “after ye are
reconciled unto God, that it is only in
and through the grace of God that ye

are saved”

OTA TOTOLAS e LO DTA(
About 559-545 B.C.

AND after Christ shall have “risen
from the dead he shall ’show him-
self unto you, my children, and my
beloved brethren; and the words
which he shall speak unto you shall
be the ‘law which ye shall do.

2 For behold, I say unto you that I
have beheld that many generations
shall pass away, and there shall be
great wars and contentions among
my people.

3 And after the Messiah shall come
there shall be “signs given unto my
people of his ®birth, and also of his
‘death and resurrection; and great
and terrible shall that day be unto
the wicked, for they shall perish;
and they perish because they cast




2 Nephi 10:24 2 Nephi 25:23

For we labor diligently to write,
to persuade our children, and also our

brethren, to believe in Christ,

‘“after ye are reconciled unto and to be reconciled to God;
God, that it is only in and for we know that it is
through the grace of God that by grace that we are saved,
ye are saved” after all we can do.
Mosiah 2:21

| say unto you that if ye should serve him who has created you from the beginning, and

IS preserving you from day to day, by lending you breath, that ye may live and move and do
according to your own will, and even supporting you from one moment to another—I say, Iif ye

should serve him with all your whole souls yet ye would be unprofitable servants.



“Some Christians accuse Latter-day Saints ... of denying
the grace of God through claiming they can earn their
own salvation. We answer this accusation with the words
of two Book of Mormon prophets. Nephi taught, ‘For we
labor diligently ... to persuade our children ... to believe
in Christ, and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it
is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do’ (2
Nephi 25:23). And what is ‘all we can do’? It surely
includes repentance (see Alma 24:11) and baptism,
keeping the commandments, and enduring to the end.
Moroni pleaded, ‘Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected
In him, and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and If ye
shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love God
with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace
sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in
Christ’ (Moroni 10:32).



with all your might, mind and strength, then is his grace
sufficient for you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in
Christ’ (Moroni 10:32).

“We are not saved In our sins, as by being unconditionally
saved through confessing Christ and then, inevitably,
committing sins in our remaining lives (see Alma 11:36-
37). We are saved from our sins (see Helaman 5:10) by a
weekly renewal of our repentance and cleansing through
the grace of God and His blessed plan of salvation (see 3

Nephi 9:20-22)”

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Apr. 1998, 77; or Ensign,
May 1998, 56).
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again the second time to “restore his
people from their lost and fallen
state. Wherefore, he will proceed to
do a Pfmarvelous work and a wonder
among the children of men.

18 Wherefore, he shall bring forth
“his *words unto them, which words
shall judge them at the last day,
for they shall be given them for
the purpose of “convincing them of
the true Messiah, who was rejected
by them; and unto the convincing
of them that they need not look
forward any more for a Messiah
to come, for there should not any
come, save it should be a ¢false
Messiah which should deceive
the people; for there is save one
"Messiah spoken of by the prophets,
and that Messiah is he who should
be rejected of the Jews.

19 For according to the words of
the prophets, the “Messiah cometh
in °six hundred vears from the
time that my father left Jerusalem;
and according to the words of the
prophets, and also the word of the
‘angel of God, his ‘name shall be
Jesus Christ, the ¢Son of God.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken plainly that yve cannot err,
And as the Lord God liveth that
“hrought Israel up out of the land of
Egvyvpt, and gave unto Moses power
that he should *heal the nations

2 NEPHI 25:18-23

after they had been bitten by the
poisonous serpents, if they would
cast their eyes unto the ‘serpent
which he did raise up before them,
and also gave him power that he
should smite the ‘rock and the wa-
ter should come forth; yea, behold
I say unto vou, that as these things
are ‘true, and as the Lord God liv-
eth, there is none other 'name given
under heaven save it be this Jesus
Christ, of which I have spoken,
whereby man can be saved.

21 Wherefore, for this cause hath
the Lord God promised unto me
that these things which 1 “write
shall be kept and preserved, and
handed down unto myv seed, from
generation to generation, that the
promise may be fulfilled unto Jo-
seph, that his seed should never
bperish as long as the earth should
stand.

22 Wherefore, these things shall
go from generation to generation
as long as the earth shall stand; and
they shall go according to the will
and pleasure of God; and the na-
tions who shall possess them shall
be “judged of them according to the
words which are written.

23 For we labor diligently to write,
to *persuade our children, and also
our brethren, to believe in Christ,
and to be reconciled to God; for we

17a Gen 49-10):-
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2 NEPHI 25:24-26:3

know that it is by °grace that we are
saved, after all we can °do.

24 And, notwithstanding we be-
lieve in Christ, we “keep the law
of Moses, and look forward with
steadfastness unto Christ, until the
law shall be fulfilled.

25 For, for this end was the “law
given; wherefore the law hath be-
come *dead unto us, and we are
made alive in Christ because of our
faith; vet we keep the law because
of the commandments.

26 And we “talk of Christ, we re-
joice in Christ, we preach of Christ,
we ’prophesy of Christ, and we write
according to our prophecies, that
our °children may know to what
source they may look for a ‘remis-
sion of their sins,

27 Wherefore, we speak concern-
ing the law that our children may
know the deadness of the law; and
they, by knowing the deadness of
the law, may look forward unto that
life which is in Christ, and know for
what end the law was given. And
after the law is fulfilled in Christ,
that they need not harden their
hearts against him when the law
ought to be done away.

28 And now behold, my people, yve
are a ?stiffnecked people; wherefore,
I have spoken plainly unto vou, that
ve cannot misunderstand. And the
words which I have spoken shall
stand as a “testimony against you;
for they are sufficient to ‘teach any
man the “right way; for the right
way 1is to believe in Christ and deny
him not; for by denyving him ye also
deny the prophets and the law.

100

29 And now behold, I say unto you
that the right way is to believe in
Christ, and deny him not; and Christ
is the Holy One of Israel; wherefore
yve must bow down before him, and
“worship him with all your Pmight,
mind, and strength, and your whole
soul; and if yve do this ve shall in
nowise be cast out.

30 And, inasmuch as it shall be
expedient, ye must Keep the *per-
formances and Pordinances of God
until the law shall be fulfilled which
was given unto Moses.

CHAPTER 26

Christ will minister to the Nephites—
Nephi foresees the destruction of his
people—They will speak from the
dust—The Gentiles will build up false
churches and secret combinations—7The
Lord forbids men to practice priestcrafts.
About 559-545 B.C.

AND after Christ shall have “risen
from the dead he shall *show him-
self unto you, my children, and my
beloved brethren; and the words
which he shall speak unto vou shall
be the ‘law which ye shall do.

2 For behold, I say unto you that 1
have beheld that many generations
shall pass away, and there shall be
great wars and contentions among
my people.

3 And after the Messiah shall come
there shall be “signs given unto my
people of his ’birth, and also of his
‘death and resurrection; and great
and terrible shall that day be unto
the wicked, for they shall perish;
and they perish because they cast




“As a Church we have critics, many of them. They say we do not
believe in the traditional Christ of Christianity. There is some
substance to what they say. Our faith, our knowledge is not based on
ancient tradition, the creeds which came of a finite understanding and
out of the almost infinite discussions of men trying to arrive at a
definition of the risen Christ. Our faith, our knowledge comes of the
withess of a prophet in this dispensation who saw before him the
great God of the universe and His Beloved Son, the resurrected Lord
Jesus Christ. They spoke to him. He spoke with Them. He testified
openly, unequivocally, and unabashedly of that great vision. It was a
vision of the Almighty and of the Redeemer of the world, glorious
beyond our understanding but certain and unequivocating in the
knowledge which it brought. It is out of that knowledge, rooted deep in
the soil of modern revelation, that we, In the words of Nephi, ‘talk of
Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of
Christ, and we write according to our prophecies, that [we and] our
children may know to what source [we] may look for a remission of
[our] sins’ (2 Nephi 25:26)”

(President Gordon B. Hinckley in Conference Report, Apr. 2002, 107-8; or
Ensign, May 2002, 90-91).
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again the second time to “restore his
people from their lost and fallen
state. Wherefore, he will proceed to
do a Pfmarvelous work and a wonder
among the children of men.

18 Wherefore, he shall bring forth
“his *words unto them, which words
shall judge them at the last day,
for they shall be given them for
the purpose of “convincing them of
the true Messiah, who was rejected
by them; and unto the convincing
of them that they need not look
forward any more for a Messiah
to come, for there should not any
come, save it should be a ¢false
Messiah which should deceive
the people; for there is save one
"Messiah spoken of by the prophets,
and that Messiah is he who should
be rejected of the Jews.

19 For according to the words of
the prophets, the “Messiah cometh
in °six hundred vears from the
time that my father left Jerusalem;
and according to the words of the
prophets, and also the word of the
‘angel of God, his ‘name shall be
Jesus Christ, the <Son of God.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken plainly that yve cannot err,
And as the Lord God liveth that
“hrought Israel up out of the land of
Egvyvpt, and gave unto Moses power
that he should *heal the nations

2 NEPHI 25:18-23

after they had been bitten by the
poisonous serpents, if they would
cast their eyes unto the ‘serpent
which he did raise up before them,
and also gave him power that he
should smite the ‘rock and the wa-
ter should come forth; yea, behold
I say unto vou, that as these things
are ‘true, and as the Lord God liv-
eth, there is none other 'name given
under heaven save it be this Jesus
Christ, of which I have spoken,
whereby man can be saved.

21 Wherefore, for this cause hath
the Lord God promised unto me
that these things which 1 “write
shall be kept and preserved, and
handed down unto myv seed, from
generation to generation, that the
promise may be fulfilled unto Jo-
seph, that his seed should never
bperish as long as the earth should
stand.

22 Wherefore, these things shall
go from generation to generation
as long as the earth shall stand; and
they shall go according to the will
and pleasure of God; and the na-
tions who shall possess them shall
be “judged of them according to the
words which are written.

23 For we labor diligently to write,
to persuade our children, and also
our brethren, to believe in Christ,
and to be reconciled to God; for we

17a Gen 49-10:-
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know that it is by °grace that we are
saved, after all we can °do.

24 And, notwithstanding we be-
lieve in Christ, we “keep the law
of Moses, and look forward with
steadfastness unto Christ, until the
law shall be fulfilled.

25 For, for this end was the “law
given; wherefore the law hath be-
come *dead unto us, and we are
made alive in Christ because of our
faith; vet we keep the law because
of the commandments.

26 And we “talk of Christ, we re-
joice in Christ, we preach of Christ,
we ’prophesy of Christ, and we write
according to our prophecies, that
our °children may know to what
source they may look for a ‘remis-
sion of their sins,

27 Wherefore, we speak concern-
ing the law that our children may
know the deadness of the law; and
they, by knowing the deadness of
the law, may look forward unto that
life which is in Christ, and know for
what end the law was given. And
after the law is fulfilled in Christ,
that they need not harden their
hearts against him when the law

i

i 28 And now behold, my people, ve ¢
¢ are a ?stiffnecked people; wherefore, !
i [ have spoken plainly unto you, that §
i ve cannot misunderstand. And the !
t words which I have spoken shall |
: stand as a “testimony against you;
{ for they are sufficient to ‘teach any §
t man the ‘%right way; for the right §
! way is to believe in Christ and deny §
: him not; for by denying him ye also §
' deny the prophets and the law.  §

100

29 And now behold, I say unto you
that the right way is to believe in
Christ, and deny him not; and Christ
is the Holy One of Israel; wherefore
yve must bow down before him, and
“worship him with all your Pmight,
mind, and strength, and your whole
soul; and if yve do this ve shall in
nowise be cast out.

30 And, inasmuch as it shall be
expedient, ye must Keep the *per-
formances and Pordinances of God
until the law shall be fulfilled which
was given unto Moses.

CHAPTER 26

Christ will minister to the Nephites—
Nephi foresees the destruction of his
people—They will speak from the
dust—The Gentiles will build up false
churches and secret combinations—7The
Lord forbids men to practice priestcrafts.
About 559-545 B.C.

AND after Christ shall have “risen
from the dead he shall *show him-
self unto you, my children, and my
beloved brethren; and the words
which he shall speak unto vou shall
be the ‘law which ye shall do.

2 For behold, I say unto you thatI
have beheld that many generations
shall pass away, and there shall be
great wars and contentions among
my people.

3 And after the Messiah shall come
there shall be “signs given unto my
people of his ®birth, and also of his
‘death and resurrection; and great
and terrible shall that day be unto
the wicked, for they shall perish;
and they perish because they cast




“Once a testimony is in place, just like a fire that needs fuel and oxygen
to burn, It needs to be fed and tended or 1t will burn out and die. A
dying testimony corresponds, in fact, to a forthcoming denial of Christ,
our Savior and Redeemer. ...

“Unfortunately, there are those who gain testimonies and then deny
them and lose them. How does this happen? If you follow the steps to
obtain a testimony, you do exactly the opposite to deny it or lose it. Do
not pray; the door to revelation will be closed. Do not be humble but
listen to your own superior voice. Do not participate in the ordinances
of the gospel but follow the practices of the world. Do not follow
Church leaders but be critical of them. Do not listen to prophets and
follow their counsel but interpret their declarations according to your
own desires. Do not obey the commandments but live according to
your own appetites and desires”

(Elder Charles Didier in Conference Report, Oct. 1991, 86; or Ensign, Nov. 1991, 63).
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again the second time to “restore his
people from their lost and fallen
state. Wherefore, he will proceed to
do a Pfmarvelous work and a wonder
among the children of men.

18 Wherefore, he shall bring forth
“his *words unto them, which words
shall judge them at the last day,
for they shall be given them for
the purpose of “convincing them of
the true Messiah, who was rejected
by them; and unto the convincing
of them that they need not look
forward any more for a Messiah
to come, for there should not any
come, save it should be a ¢false
Messiah which should deceive
the people; for there is save one
"Messiah spoken of by the prophets,
and that Messiah is he who should
be rejected of the Jews.

19 For according to the words of
the prophets, the “Messiah cometh
in °six hundred vears from the
time that my father left Jerusalem;
and according to the words of the
prophets, and also the word of the
‘angel of God, his ‘name shall be
Jesus Christ, the <Son of God.

20 And now, my brethren, I have
spoken plainly that yve cannot err,
And as the Lord God liveth that
“hrought Israel up out of the land of
Egvyvpt, and gave unto Moses power
that he should *heal the nations

2 NEPHI 25:18-23

after they had been bitten by the
poisonous serpents, if they would
cast their eyes unto the ‘serpent
which he did raise up before them,
and also gave him power that he
should smite the ‘rock and the wa-
ter should come forth; yea, behold
I say unto vou, that as these things
are ‘true, and as the Lord God liv-
eth, there is none other 'name given
under heaven save it be this Jesus
Christ, of which I have spoken,
whereby man can be saved.

21 Wherefore, for this cause hath
the Lord God promised unto me
that these things which 1 “write
shall be kept and preserved, and
handed down unto myv seed, from
generation to generation, that the
promise may be fulfilled unto Jo-
seph, that his seed should never
bperish as long as the earth should
stand.

22 Wherefore, these things shall
go from generation to generation
as long as the earth shall stand; and
they shall go according to the will
and pleasure of God; and the na-
tions who shall possess them shall
be “judged of them according to the
words which are written.

23 For we labor diligently to write,
to persuade our children, and also
our brethren, to believe in Christ,
and to be reconciled to God; for we

17a Gen 49-10:-
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know that it is by °grace that we are
saved, after all we can °do.

24 And, notwithstanding we be-
lieve in Christ, we “keep the law
of Moses, and look forward with
steadfastness unto Christ, until the
law shall be fulfilled.

25 For, for this end was the “law
given; wherefore the law hath be-
come *dead unto us, and we are
made alive in Christ because of our
faith; vet we keep the law because
of the commandments.

26 And we “talk of Christ, we re-
joice in Christ, we preach of Christ,
we ’prophesy of Christ, and we write
according to our prophecies, that
our °children may know to what
source they may look for a ‘remis-
sion of their sins,

27 Wherefore, we speak concern-
ing the law that our children may
know the deadness of the law; and
they, by knowing the deadness of
the law, may look forward unto that
life which is in Christ, and know for
what end the law was given. And
after the law is fulfilled in Christ,
that they need not harden their
hearts against him when the law

i

¢ him not; for

 deny the prophets and the law.

i 28 And now behold, my people, ve ¢
¢ are a ?stiffnecked people; wherefore, !
i [ have spoken plainly unto you, that §
i ve cannot misunderstand. And the !
t words which I have spoken shall |
: stand as a “testimony against you;
{ for they are sufficient to ‘teach any §
t man the ‘%right way; for the right §
! way is to believe in Christand deny |
by denying him ye also §
i and they perish because they cast
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29 And now behold, I say unto you
that the right way is to believe in
Christ, and deny him not; and Christ
is the Holy One of Israel; wherefore
yve must bow down before him, and
“worship him with all your Pmight,
mind, and strength, and your whole
soul; and if yve do this ve shall in
nowise be cast out.

30 And, inasmuch as it shall be
expedient, ye must Keep the *per-
formances and Pordinances of God
until the law shall be fulfilled which
was given unto Moses.

CHAPTER 26

Christ will minister to the Nephites—
Nephi foresees the destruction of his
people—They will speak from the
dust—The Gentiles will build up false
churches and secret combinations—7The
Lord forbids men to practice priestcrafts.
About 559-545 B.C.

AND after Christ shall have “risen
from the dead he shall *show him-
self unto you, my children, and my
beloved brethren; and the words
which he shall speak unto vou shall
be the ‘law which ye shall do.

2 For behold, I say unto you thatI
have beheld that many generations
shall pass away, and there shall be
great wars and contentions among
my people.

3 And after the Messiah shall come
there shall be “signs given unto my
people of his ®birth, and also of his
‘death and resurrection; and great
and terrible shall that day be unto
the wicked, for they shall perish;




