


America
Israel

Lehi and Ishmael separate from 
Israel.



America
Israel

Israel is separated from it’s 
homeland.



The people look to Nephi as a king or protector 
(2 Nephi 5:18-19; 6:2)

Jacob and Joseph are consecrated as priests and teachers 
(2 Nephi 5:26; 6:2)

Lamanites

Nephites

America Israel

Lehi’s people are separated into 
Nephites and Lamanites



ACT 1, Christ’s earthly ministry  
(1 Nephi 11) 
  
ACT 2, the Nephites and Lamanites in the land of promise  
(1 Nephi 12) 
  
ACT 3, the Gentiles and house of Israel in America  
(1 Nephi 13) 

ACT 4, the period immediately preceding Christ’s Second Coming  
(1 Nephi 14)

Amy Easton-Flake, “Lehi’s Dream as a Template for Understanding Each Act of Nephi’s Vision,” in The Things Which My Father 
Saw: Approaches to Lehi’s Dream and Nephi’s Vision (2011 Sperry Symposium), ed. Daniel L. Belnap, Gaye Strathearn, and 

Stanley A. Johnson (Provo, UT: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2011), 179–98.



ACT 1, Christ’s coming, mission, suffering, crucifixion 
(1 Nephi 19) 
  
ACT 2, Rejection of Christ by the Jews, their scattering  
(1 Nephi 20/Isaiah 48) 
  
ACT 3, The Lord’s plans for the Gentiles  
(1 Nephi 21/Isaiah 49) 

ACT 4, The restoration of Israel and God’s victory over evil  
(1 Nephi 22)

“Getting through Isaiah with the Help of the Nephite Prophetic View,” John W Welch, From, “Isaiah in the Book of Mormon” 
Editor(s): Donald W. Parry and John W. Welch, Provo, UT: Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 1998 Page(s): 
19–45





“‘For I have exhorted you with all diligence; and I have 
taught you the words of my father; and I have spoken 
unto you concerning all things which are written, from 
the creation of the world’ [2 Nephi 6:3; italics added]. 
That is the formula by which the gospel has always been 
taught, a process used to this day—personal testimony, 
the teachings of the living prophets, and the written 
record of the scriptures”  

(Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, “Christ and the New Covenant” [1997], 65).
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740-701 BC
Ministry

Joseph Smith 

AD 1820-1844
Ministry

Lehi 
600 BC

Us 
AD 2020

 140-99 years  200-176 years 
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 www.codexsinaiticus.org 

Chapters would come in early 1200s (probably while Stephen Langton was 
Archbishop of Canterbury from 1207-1228)

Old Testament Verses - Rabbi Isaac Nathan Kalonymus in 1440.  
New Testament Verses - Robert Estienne in 1551 (Greek NT and 1553 

French Bible)

First English Bible with verses - Geneva Bible 1560
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 Other commentary on vs. 1-3 
D&C 133:65-74 
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“Our forefathers … were strong and courageous in the Lord, 
knowing that He was their defense, their refuge, their 
salvation. Strengthened by this faith, they relied on their 
cherished independence, their frugality, and honest toil. And 
history records that even the climate was tempered for their 
sakes, and their humble untiring efforts made ‘the desert to 
blossom as the rose.’ 

“Their faith was renewed by two of Isaiah’s remarkable 
prophecies concerning the last days—the days in which they 
knew they were living. In the first of these Isaiah announces: 
‘The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; 
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.’ (Isaiah 
35:1.) And again: ‘For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will 
comfort all her waste places; and he will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 
Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, 
and the voice of melody.’ (Isaiah 51:3.) 

“And while their natural eyes saw only their log cabins and 



‘The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; 
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.’ (Isaiah 
35:1.) And again: ‘For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will 
comfort all her waste places; and he will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the 
Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, 
and the voice of melody.’ (Isaiah 51:3.) 

“And while their natural eyes saw only their log cabins and 
immediate surroundings, they envisioned the day when the 
words of Micah would be fulfilled: ‘But in the last days it shall 
come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established in the top of the mountains. …’ (Micah 
4:1–2.) 

“We have witnessed the fulfillment of these remarkable 
prophecies”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson, “This Nation Shall Endure,” [1977], 42). 





2 Nephi 9

“O” “Wo” “O”
The Greatness 

of God
My Beloved 

Brethren

v. 8-26 v. 27-38 v. 39-46

Unto you who 
do wickedly





“Just as a man does not really desire food until he 
is hungry, so he does not desire the salvation of 
Christ until he knows why he needs Christ. No one 
adequately and properly knows why he needs 
Christ until he understands and accepts the 
doctrine of the Fall and its effect upon all mankind”  

(President Ezra Taft Benson in Conference Report, Apr. 1987, 106; or 
Ensign, May 1987, 85). 







“Our salvation depends on believing in and accepting the 
Atonement. Such acceptance requires a continual effort 
to understand it more fully. The Atonement advances our 
mortal course of learning by making it possible for our 
natures to become perfect. … 

“… Any increase in our understanding of His atoning 
sacrifice draws us closer to Him. Literally, the Atonement 
means to be ‘at one’ with Him. The nature of the 
Atonement and its effects is so infinite, so unfathomable, 
and so profound that it lies beyond the knowledge and 
comprehension of mortal man. … 



“We long for the ultimate blessing of the Atonement—to 
become one with Him, to be in His divine presence, to be 
called individually by name as He warmly welcomes us 
home with a radiant smile, beckoning us with open arms 
to be enfolded in His boundless love. How gloriously 
sublime this experience will be if we can feel worthy 
enough to be in His presence! The free gift of His great 
atoning sacrifice for each of us is the only way we can be 
exalted enough to stand before Him and see Him face-
to-face. The overwhelming message of the Atonement is 
the perfect love the Savior has for each and all of us. It is 
a love which is full of mercy, patience, grace, equity, 
long-suffering, and, above all, forgiving”  

(President James E. Faust in Conference Report, Oct. 2001, 19, 22; 
or Ensign, Nov. 2001, 18, 20). 



“His Atonement is infinite—without an end. It was also infinite 
in that all humankind would be saved from never-ending 
death. It was infinite in terms of His immense suffering. It was 
infinite in time, putting an end to the preceding prototype of 
animal sacrifice. It was infinite in scope—it was to be done 
once for all. And the mercy of the Atonement extends not only 
to an infinite number of people, but also to an infinite number 
of worlds created by Him. It was infinite beyond any human 
scale of measurement or mortal comprehension. 

“Jesus was the only one who could offer such an infinite 
atonement, since He was born of a mortal mother and an 
immortal Father. Because of that unique birthright, Jesus was 
an infinite Being”  

(Elder Russell M. Nelson in Conference Report, Oct. 1996, 46; or Ensign, 
Nov. 1996, 35). 
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“Many Bible and modern scriptures speak of a final judgment at 
which all persons will be rewarded according to their deeds or works 
or the desires of their hearts. But other scriptures enlarge upon this 
by referring to our being judged by the condition we have achieved. 

“The prophet Nephi describes the Final Judgment in terms of what 
we have become: ‘And if their works have been filthiness they must 
needs be filthy; and if they be filthy it must needs be that they cannot 
dwell in the kingdom of God’ (1 Nephi 15:33; italics added). Moroni 
declares, ‘He that is filthy shall be filthy still; and he that is righteous 
shall be righteous still’ (Mormon 9:14; italics added; see also 
Revelation 22:11–12; 2 Nephi 9:16; Alma 41:13; D&C 88:35). The same 
would be true of ‘selfish’ or ‘disobedient’ or any other personal 
attribute inconsistent with the requirements of God. Referring to the 
‘state’ of the wicked in the Final Judgment, Alma explains that if we 
are condemned by our words, our works, and our thoughts, ‘we shall 
not be found spotless; … and in this awful state we shall not dare to 
look up to our God’ (Alma 12:14)”  

(Elder Dallin H. Oaks in Conference Report, Oct. 2000, 41; or Ensign, Nov. 2000, 32). 
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“What are the ‘crosses of the world’? We cannot be 
sure, but the imagery suggests the bearing of a cross 
placed upon us by the world, as Jesus did; there may 
be persecutors and unhelpful onlookers, and the 
Church member is set apart (if not set upon), yet he 
does not flinch when accused and scoffed at by those 
who would make him ashamed, for he has no real 
reason to be ashamed”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “Wherefore, Ye Must Press Forward” [1977], 110).



“Those who try to qualify God’s omniscience fail to 
understand that He has no need to avoid ennui [tedium] 
by learning new things. Because God’s love is also 
perfect, there is, in fact, divine delight in that ‘one 
eternal round’ which, to us, seems to be all routine and 
repetition. God derives His great and continuing joy and 
glory by increasing and advancing His creations, and 
not from new intellectual experiences.



“There is a vast difference, therefore, between an 
omniscient God and the false notion that God is on some 
sort of post-doctoral fellowship, still searching for 
additional key truths and vital data. Were the latter so, God 
might, at any moment, discover some new truth not 
previously known to Him that would restructure, diminish, 
or undercut certain truths previously known by Him. 
Prophecy would be mere prediction. Planning assumptions 
pertaining to our redemption would need to be revised. 
Fortunately for us, however, His plan of salvation is 
constantly underway—not constantly under revision. … 

“In a very real sense, all we need to know is that God 
knows all!”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “All These Things Shall Give Thee 
Experience” [1979], 14–15, 21). 
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“The discouraging idea that a mistake (or even a series 
of them) makes it everlastingly too late, does not come 
from the Lord. He has said that if we will repent, not 
only will He forgive us our transgressions, but He will 
forget them and remember our sins no more (see Isaiah 
43:25; Hebrews 8:12; 10:17; Alma 36:19; D&C 58:42)”  

(Elder Boyd K. Packer in Conference Report, Apr. 1989, 72; or Ensign, May 
1989, 59). 
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“The intellect is not the only source of knowledge. 
There is a promise, given under the inspiration of the 
Almighty, set forth in these beautiful words: ‘God shall 
give unto you knowledge by his holy Spirit, yea, by the 
unspeakable gift of the Holy Ghost’ (D&C 121:26). 

“The humanists who criticize us, the so-called 
intellectuals who demean us, speak only from 
ignorance of this manifestation. They have not heard 
the voice of the Spirit. They have not heard it because 
they have not sought after it and prepared themselves 
to be worthy of it. Then, supposing that knowledge 
comes only of reasonings and of the workings of the 
mind, they deny that which comes by the power of the 
Holy Ghost. … 



Holy Ghost. … 

“Do not be trapped by the sophistry of the world, which 
for the most part is negative and which seldom, if ever, 
bears good fruit. Do not be ensnared by those clever 
ones whose self-appointed mission it is to demean that 
which is sacred, to emphasize human weakness, and 
undermine faith, rather than inspire strength”  

(President Gordon B. Hinckley,“Be Not Afraid, Only Believe” [CES fireside 
for young adults, Sept. 9, 2001], 4, www.ldsces.org). 



Intellectual

Elder Mathias Held - April 2019 Conference - 
“Seeking Knowledge by the Spirit”  
discussed multiple ways to discover truth.

Spiritual (revelation/inspiration)

Physical

GOD



“On occasion, the Lord gives us physical or intellectual 
signs to help us believe on Him--not as a replacement 
of the Spirit but as a supplement to it.” 

(Tad R. Callister, “A Case for the Book of Mormon,” 2019) 
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Spiritually-Minded Is Life Eternal



“Jacob, in 2 Nephi 9:41, in speaking of the straight and 
narrow, reminds us that ‘the keeper of the gate is the Holy 
One of Israel’ and that Jesus ‘employeth no servant there.’ 
The emphasis rightly is on the fact that Jesus ‘cannot be 
deceived.’ There is another dimension of reassurance, too: 
not only will the ultimate judgment not be delegated in 
order to serve the purposes of divine justice, but also 
divine mercy can best be applied by him who knows these 
things what only he can know––the quiet moments of 
courage in the lives of his flock, the un‑noticed acts of 
Christian service, the unspoken thoughts which can be 
‘credited’ in no other way, except through perfect 
judgment”  

(Elder Neal A. Maxwell, “For the Power Is in Them…” [1970], 37). 



W
ar

ni
ng

s 
an

d 
W

oe
s

Re
m

em
be

r, 
re

m
em

be
r

Is
ai

ah
 5

5:
1-

2
Ja

co
b’

s 
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n



“buy … without money”: “Salvation is available to all men, 
not just a select few. Eternal life is not reserved for apostles 
and prophets, for the saints in Enoch’s day, or for the 
martyrs of the Christian Dispensation. ‘All mankind may be 
saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the 
Gospel.’ (Third Article of Faith.) God is no respector of 
persons; ‘he inviteth them all to come unto him and partake 
of his goodness; and he denieth none that come unto him, 
black and white, bond and free, male and female; and he 
remembereth the heathen; and all are alike unto God, both 
Jew and Gentile.’ (2 Ne. 26:33.) The eternal call of the 
Eternal God is: ‘Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price’ (Isa. 55:1), for ‘salvation is free!’ (2 Ne. 2:4.)”  

(Elder Bruce R. McConkie, “Doctrinal New Testament Commentary,” 3 
vols. [1971–73], 3:416–17).
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