




“God is not only there in the 
mi ldest expressions of His 
presence, but also in those 
seemingly harsh expressions. For 
example, when truth ‘cutteth … to 
the very center’ (1 Nephi 16:2), 
this may signal that spiritual 
surgery is underway, painfully 
severing pride from the soul”  
(in Conference Report, Oct. 1987, 37; or Ensign, Nov. 1987, 
31).

Elder Neal A. Maxwell 
(1926–2004) of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles
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“The Lord gave to …every person, a conscience 
which tells him everytime he starts to go on the 
wrong path. He is always told if he is listening; but 
people can, of course, become so used to hearing the 
messages that they ignore them until finally they do 
not register anymore. 

“You must realize that you have something like the 
compass, like the Liahona, in your own system. Every 
child is given it. …If he ignores the Liahona that he 
has in his own makeup, he eventually may not have it 
whispering to him. Our ship will not get on the wrong 
course …if we listen to the dictates of our own 
Liahona, which we call the conscience”  

(in Conference Report, Oct. 1976, 117; or Ensign, Nov. 1976, 79).
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“…in fact Nephi’s steel bow must have been 
a metal-backed wood weapon that was 
common in the Near East of his day…”

William J. Hamblin, "The Bow and Arrow in the Book of Mormon," Warfare in the 
Book of Mormon (1990)



“The overall question of the use of metals by Book of Mormon cultures is an 
important topic that deserves detailed attention [see John Sorenson, An 
Ancient American Setting for the Book of Mormon (1985), 277–88]. … There 
are five explicit references to metal weapons and armor in the Book of 
Mormon. Two are references to Near East weapons: ‘the blade [of Laban’s 
sword] was of the most precious steel’ (1 Nephi 4:9), and Nephi’s bow was 
made of ‘fine steel’ (1 Nephi 16:18). The existence of steel (that is, carburized 
iron) weapons in the Near East in the early sixth century B.C. has been 
clearly demonstrated. Robert Maddin writes, ‘To sum up, by the beginning of 
the seventh century B.C. at the latest, the blacksmiths of the eastern 
Mediterranean had mastered two of the processes that make iron a useful 
material for tools and weapons: carburizing and quenching’ [“How the Iron 
Age Began,” Scientific American, Oct. 1977: 131]”  

(William J. Hamblin and A. Brent Merrill, “Swords in the Book of Mormon,” in Warfare in the 
Book of Mormon, ed. Stephen D. Ricks and William J. Hamblin [1990], 345–46). 



1 Nephi 5:2 
“she also had complained against 
my father, telling him that he was 

a visionary man;”

1 Nephi 17:22 
“And we know that the people who 
were in the land of Jerusalem were 

a righteous people; … and our 
father hath judged them,”

Jacob 2:24-26, 31-33 
The Jews at Jerusalem desire 

plural marriage against the Lord’s 
commandments.



“What to do? Nephi says he made 
a bow and an arrow out of some 
available wood, got a sling and 
stones and, ‘I said unto my Father, 
“Whither shall I go to obtain 
food?”’ It is a simple thing, isn’t 
it? … This means that Nephi went 
to his father and said, ‘Dad, the 
Lord has blessed you. You are his 
servant. I need to know where to 
go to get food. Dad, you ask him, 
will you?’ Oh, he could have gone 
to his own knees. He could have 
taken over.

Elder Marion D. Hanks

“I count this one of the really 
significant lessons of life in the 
book, and, I repeat, the pages are 
full of them. A son who had 
strength enough, and humility 
enough, and manliness enough to 
go to his wavering superior and 
say, ‘You ask God, will you?’ 
because somehow he knew this is 
how you make men strong, that 
wise confidence in men builds 
them. Lehi asked God and God 
told him, and Lehi’s leadership 
was restored” (Steps to Learning, 
Brigham Young University Speeches of the 
Year [May 4, 1960], 7).

Elder Marion D. Hanks





“Why then, did Nephi make a new arrow? There are two possible 
reasons. First, as arrows are continually shot in hunting they 
become lost or broken. He may simply have run out of arrows and 
needed a new one. Second, Nephi very likely owned a metal-
backed recurved composite bow, as discussed previously. 
Recurved composite bows can achieve the same draw weight 
with a much smaller string and draw length than a longer bow. In 
other words, recurved composite bows shoot shorter arrows than 
longer bows. If Nephi’s old bow was the recurved composite type, 
and his new one was a long staff bow (which is the simplest to 
make on short notice), he may have needed to make a longer 
arrow because of the longer string and draw length of his new 
bow.” 

William J. Hamblin, "The Bow and Arrow in the Book of Mormon," Warfare in the 
Book of Mormon (1990)
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Jon is referring to an 
experience in Exodus 19 and 20, 

In particular Exodus 20:18-22
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Recently, I was in a meeting with Elder Jeffrey  R. Holland. In 
teaching the principle that mortal life can be agonizing but our 
hardships have eternal purpose—even if we do not understand it 
at the time—Elder Holland said, “You can have what you want, or 
you can have something better.”

Elder Donald L. Hallstrom, “I Am a Child of God,” General Conference, April 2016





“This is one of the more interesting stories we have 
in the scriptures because it tells of an instance in 
which the Lord provided help but then stepped 
aside to allow one of His sons to exercise his own 
initiative. I have sometimes wondered what would 
have happened if Nephi had asked the Lord for 
tools instead of a place to find the ore to make the 
tools. I doubt the Lord would have honored Nephi’s 
request. You see, the Lord knew that Nephi could 
make the tools, and it is seldom the Lord will do 
something for us that we can do for ourselves”  

(Elder L. Tom Perry in Conference Report, Oct. 1991, 87–88; or 
Ensign, Nov. 1991, 64).



N
ep

hi
 u

se
s 

th
e 

st
or

y 
of

 M
os

es
 to

 in
sp

ire
 h

is
 b

ro
th

er
s









“The Holy Ghost communicates with the spirit through 
the mind more than through the physical senses. This 
guidance comes as thoughts, as feelings, through 
impressions and promptings. It is not always easy to 
describe inspiration. The scriptures teach us that we 
may ‘feel’ the words of spiritual communication more 
than hear them, and see with spiritual rather than with 
mortal eyes (see 1 Nephi 17:45)”  

(Elder Boyd K Packer in Conference Report, Oct. 1989, 16; or Ensign, 
Nov. 1989, 14).



“Cellular phones are used for much of the communication in 
our time. Occasionally, however, we find dead spots where 
the signal coming to a cell phone fails. This can happen 
when the cell phone user is in a tunnel or a canyon or when 
there is other interference. 

“So it is with divine communication. The still, small voice, 
though still and small, is very powerful. It ‘whispereth 
through and pierceth all things’ [D&C 85:6]. … Perhaps 
something in our lives prevents us from hearing the 
message because we are ‘past feeling’ [1 Nephi 17:45]. We 
often put ourselves in spiritual dead spots—places and 
situations that block out divine messages. Some of these 
dead spots include anger, pornography, transgression, 
selfishness, and other situations that offend the Spirit”  

(Elder James E Faust in Conference Report, Apr. 2004, 67–68; or Ensign, 
May 2004, 67).
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Book of Mormon Map - A Scriptural Overview





“‘Fossil remains of true horses, differing but very slightly from the smaller 
and inferior breeds of those now existing, are found abundantly in deposits 
of the most recent geological age, in almost every part of America, from 
Escholz Bay in the north to Patagonia in the South. In that continent 
however, they became quite extinct, and no horses, either wild or 
domesticated, existed there at the time of the Spanish conquest, which is 
the most remarkable as, when introduced from Europe the horses that ran 
wild proved by their rapid multiplication in the plains of South America and 
Texas that the climate, food, and other circumstances were highly favorable 
for their existence. The former great abundance of Equidae in America, their 
complete extinction, and their perfect acclimatization when reintroduced by 
man, form curious but as yet unsolved problems in geographical 
distribution.’ (New Americanized Encyclopedia, Vol. 5, p. 3197.)”  
 
(Joy M. Osborn, The Book of Mormon—The Stick of Joseph, 2nd ed. [2001], 164).





ACT 1, Christ’s earthly ministry  
(1 Nephi 11) 
  
ACT 2, the Nephites and Lamanites in the land of promise  
(1 Nephi 12) 
  
ACT 3, the Gentiles and house of Israel in America  
(1 Nephi 13) 

ACT 4, the period immediately preceding Christ’s Second Coming  
(1 Nephi 14)

Amy Easton-Flake, “Lehi’s Dream as a Template for Understanding Each Act of Nephi’s Vision,” in The Things Which My Father 
Saw: Approaches to Lehi’s Dream and Nephi’s Vision (2011 Sperry Symposium), ed. Daniel L. Belnap, Gaye Strathearn, and 

Stanley A. Johnson (Provo, UT: Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young University; Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2011), 179–98.







ACT 1, Christ’s coming, mission, suffering, crucifixion 
(1 Nephi 19) 
  
ACT 2, Rejection of Christ by the Jews, their scattering  
(1 Nephi 20/Isaiah 48) 
  
ACT 3, The Lord’s plans for the Gentiles  
(1 Nephi 21/Isaiah 49) 

ACT 4, The restoration of Israel and God’s victory over evil  
(1 Nephi 22)

“Getting through Isaiah with the Help of the Nephite Prophetic View,” John W Welch, From, “Isaiah in the Book of Mormon” 
Editor(s): Donald W. Parry and John W. Welch, Provo, UT: Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies, 1998 Page(s): 
19–45




















