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“These great and marvelous
results are not to be attributed to
any merit of mine ... ; for that
which the unaided intellect of man
could not compass, the Spirit of
God has granted to human
exertions, for God is wont to hear
the prayers of His servants who
love His precepts even to the
performance of apparent
impossibilities” (The Annals of
America [Encyclopedia Britannica,
Inc., 1976], 1:5).

24

divided the Gentiles from the seed
of my brethren.

11 And it came to pass that the
angel said unto me: Behold the
wrath of God is upon the seed of

brethren,

¢ 12 And Ilooked and beheld a man }

¢ among the Gentiles, who was sepa- §

i rated from the seed of my brethren }

¢ by the many waters; and I beheld

i the Spirit of God, that it came down

¢ and “wrought upon the man; and he §

. |t went forth upon the many waters, §
: |t even unto the seed of my brethren, §
i who were in the promised land. }

“And 1t came to pass that I beneld |
the Spirit of God, that it wrought
upon other Gentiles; and they went
forth out of captivity, upon the
many waters.

14 And it came to pass that I beheld
manyv ‘multitudes of the Gentiles
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Lehi sees a vision of the tree of life— He partakes of its fruit and desires

1 Nephi his family to do likewise —He sees a rod of iron, a strait and narrow
| path, and the mists of darkness that enshroud men— Sariah, Nephi, >
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“You may think that Lehi’s dream or vision
has no special meaning for you, but it does.

You are in it; all of us are in it (see 1 Nephi
19:23).

Lehi’s dream or vision of the iron rod has In
it everything a ... Latter-day Saint needs to
understand the test of life”

(“Lehi’s Dream and You,” New Era, Jan. 2015, 2)
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mean to in the

presence of
the Lord?

CHAPTER 8

Lehi sees a vision of the tree of life—
He partakes of its fruit and desires his
family to do likewise—He sees a rod of
iron, a strait and narrow path, and the
mists of darkness that enshroud men—
Sariah, Nephi, and Sam partake of the
fruit, but Laman and Lemuel refuse.
About 600-592 B.C.

AND it came to pass that we had
gathered together all manner of
“seeds of every kind, both of grain
of every Kind, and also of the seeds
of fruit of every kind.

2 And it came to pass that while
my father tarried in the wilderness
he spake unto us, saying: Behold, 1
have “dreamed a dream,; or, in other
words, I have ?seen a °vision.

3 And behold, because of the thing
which I have seen, 1 have reason to
rejoice in the Lord because of “Nephi
and also of Sam; for I have reason
to suppose that they, and also many
of their seed, will be saved.

Ing to the multitude ot nis tender
mercies.

9 And it came to pass after I had
praved unto the Lord I beheld a
large and spacious %field.

10 And it came to pass that I beheld
a “tree, whose °fruit was desirable
to make one “happy.

11 And it came to pass that I did
g0 forth and partake of the “fruit
thereof; and I beheld that it was most
sweet, above all that I ever before
tasted. Yea, and I beheld that the
fruit thereof was white, to exceed
all the *whiteness that 1 had ever
seen.

12 And as I partook of the fruit
thereof it filled my soul with ex-
ceedingly great ?joy; wherefore, 1
began to be ?desirous that my family
should partake of it also; for I knew
that it was °desirable above all other
fruit.

13 And as I cast my eyes round
about, that perhaps I might discover
my family also, I beheld a “river of
water: and it ran along, and it was
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gathered together all manner of
“seeds of every kind, both of grain
of every kind, and also of the seeds
of fruit of every Kkind.

2 And 1t came to pass that while
my father tarried in the wilderness
he spake unto us, saying: Behold, 1
have “dreamed a dream; or, in other
words, I have Pseen a cvision.

3 And behold, because of the thing
which I have seen, I have reason to
rejoice in the Lord because of *Nephi
and also of Sam; for I have reason
to suppose that they, and also many
of their seed, will be saved.

4 But behold, *Laman and Lemuel,
I fear exceedingly because of yvou;
for behold, methought I saw in my
dream, a dark and dreary wilderness.
5 And it came to pass that I saw

before"me
6 And it came to pass that he spake
unto me, and bade me follow him.
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tasted. Yea, and I beheld that the
fruit thereof was white, to exceed
all the ®whiteness that I had ever
seen.

12 And as I partook of the fruit
thereof it filled my soul with ex-
ceedingly great ¢joy; wherefore, I
began to be *desirous that my family
should partake of it also; for I knew
that it was °desirable above all other
fruit.

13 And as I cast my eyes round
about, that perhaps I might discover
my family also, I beheld a “river of
water; and it ran along, and it was
near the tree of which I was par-
taking the fruit.

14 And I looked to behold from
whence it came; and I saw the head
thereof a little way off; and at the
head thereof I beheld your mother
Sariah, and Sam, and “Nephi; and
they stood as if they Knew not
whither they should go.

15 And it came to pass that I
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Official Church Resources

« Church History Library: Online access to a variety of materials and
collections such as journals, old photos, and databases.

« Church History Resources: Links to various Church history
resources.

» Gospel Topics: Brief explanations on topics related to the doctrine
and history of the Church.

« | Was a Stranger: Information on how to become involved with
helping refugees.

« Joseph Smith Papers: Manuscripts and documents associated with
the Prophet Joseph Smith.

« LDS Scriptures: Official LDS edition of the scriptures and study aids.

« Mormon and Gay: An official publication of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints on same-sex attraction.

« Mormon Newsroom Topics and Background: Latest statements on
Church doctrine, beliefs, and policies.

« Mormon.org: Information about the Church (its people, values, and
beliefs) for those who are not members of the Church.

« Preventing Suicide: Information and resources for those who
struggle with thoughts of suicide, those who know someone who
does, and those who have lost a loved one to suicide.

« Religious Freedom: Information about religious freedom and what
you can do to protect it.

« Revelations in Context: Historical context and insights for the
revelations in the Doctrine and Covenants.

« Saints: A four-volume narrative history of The Church of Jesus
Chrict Af | attaredAayvy QAamnte



Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Church-Affiliated Resources

(The following websites are maintained by a third party that is affiliated
with the Church. By linking to this content The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints does not endorse the content of these sites.)

« BYU Speeches: Searchable collection of speeches delivered at
Brigham Young University by Church leaders and others.

« BYU Studies Quarterly: Scholarly journal devoted to Latter-day Saint
studies relating to scripture, Church history, and theology.

« LDS General Conference Corpus: Searchable collection of all
general conference talks given from 1851 to the present.

« Encyclopedia of Mormonism: Online access to the Encyclopedia of
Mormonism.

« LDS Scripture Citation Index: Complete index of all scripture
passages used in general conference talks.

« Neal A. Maxwell Institute for Religious Scholarship: Collection of
scholarly research designed to deepen understanding of religious
texts and traditions.

« Religious Educator: Scholarly journal for religious educators that
focuses on Church doctrine and history and on effective teaching.

« Religious Studies Center: Published research focusing on Church
doctrine and history that encourages faithful gospel scholarship.

« Studies in Mormon History: Citation information for numerous
articles, books, theses, and dissertations on LDS history and
culture. Includes some abstracts and links to full text.

Other Resources



Other Resources

(The following websites are maintained by a third party that is
unaffiliated with the Church. By linking to this content The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints does not endorse the content of these
sites.)

+ 1828 edition of Webster's American Dictionary of the English
Language: Word definitions commonly used in the time of the
Restoration of the Church.

« Book of Mormon Central: Information that was created to explain,
engage, inspire, and encourage greater knowledge and appreciation
of every aspect of the Book of Mormon.

« FairMormon: Well-reasoned and faithful responses to doctrinal,
historical, and social questions.

« Joseph Smith's Polygamy: Information about Joseph Smith’s plural
marriage practices and teachings.

« Mormon Scholars Testify: Messages of faith from scholars who
belong to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

« The Interpreter Foundation: Independent organization that focuses
on the scriptures of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
They publish a peer-reviewed journal: Interpreter: A Journal of
Mormon Scripture.



What does 1t

mean to be cast
off?

What does it
mean to in the

presence of
the Lord?

Look for
iInspired
iInvitations

LAUNLD) 1L LaAalllcT LU pasy uiial vwl l1liau
gathered together all manner of
“seeds of every kind, both of grain
of every kind, and also of the seeds
of fruit of every Kkind.

2 And 1t came to pass that while
my father tarried in the wilderness
he spake unto us, saying: Behold, 1
have “dreamed a dream; or, in other
words, I have Pseen a cvision.

3 And behold, because of the thing
which I have seen, I have reason to
rejoice in the Lord because of *Nephi
and also of Sam; for I have reason
to suppose that they, and also many
of their seed, will be saved.

4 But behold, *Laman and Lemuel,
I fear exceedingly because of yvou;
for behold, methought I saw in my
dream, a dark and dreary wilderness.
5 And it came to pass that I saw

before"me
6 And it came to pass that he spake
unto me, and bade me follow him.
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tasted. Yea, and I beheld that the
fruit thereof was white, to exceed
all the ®whiteness that I had ever
seen.

12 And as I partook of the fruit
thereof it filled my soul with ex-
ceedingly great ¢joy; wherefore, I
began to be *desirous that my family
should partake of it also; for I knew
that it was °desirable above all other
fruit.

13 And as I cast my eyes round
about, that perhaps I might discover
my family also, I beheld a “river of
water; and it ran along, and it was
near the tree of which I was par-
taking the fruit.

14 And I looked to behold from
whence it came; and I saw the head
thereof a little way off; and at the
head thereof I beheld your mother
Sariah, and Sam, and “Nephi; and
they stood as if they Knew not
whither they should go.

15 And it came to pass that I
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1 NEPHI 8:1-15

come down unto the tent of our
father. And after I and my brethren
and all the house of Ishmael had come
down unto the tent of my father, they
did give “thanks unto the Lord their
God; and they did offer ?sacrifice
and burnt offerings unto him.

CHAPTER 8

Lehi sees a vision of the tree of life—
He partakes of its fruit and desires his
family to do likewise—He sees a rod of
iron, a strait and narrow path, and the
mists of darkness that enshroud men—
Sariah, Nephi, and Sam partake of the
fruit, but Laman and Lemuel refuse.
About 600-592 B.C.

AND it came to pass that we had
gathered together all manner of
“seeds of every kind, both of grain
of every kind, and also of the seeds
of fruit of every Kkind.

2 And 1t came to pass that while

14

7 And it came to pass that as 1
followed him I beheld myself that
I was in a dark and dreary waste.

38 And after I had traveled for the
space of many hours in darkness, I
began to pray unto the Lord that he
would have “mercy on me, accord-
ing to the multitude of h1s tender
mercies.

9 And it came to pass after I had
praved unto the Lord 1 beheld a
large and spacious %field.

10 And it came to pass that I beheld
a “tree, whose °fruit was desirable
to make one ‘happy.

11 And it came to pass that I did
g0 forth and partake of the “fruit
thereof; and I beheld that it was most
sweet, above all that I ever before
tasted. Yea, and I beheld that the
fruit thereof was white, to exceed
all the ®whiteness that 1 had ever
seen.

12 And as I partook of the fruit
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P snhould partake or 1t also; 10r 1 Knew

3 An 4 ~ that it was °desirable above all other
whic e e 4 fruit.
rejoice o S V;-,.’- 13 And as I cast my eyes round
and a i A ,é‘! about, that perhaps I might discover
to sup g r 7 /> my farmly also I beheld a 4river of
: i
of the . d it was
4 Bu “o d near the tree of which I was par-
I fear I Taged | taking the fruit.
for be 0 o - 14 And I looked to behold from
drea R ‘whence it came; and I saw the head
5 An thereof a little way off; and at the
a ‘ma ™ head thereof I beheld your mother
white : ~ Sariah, and Sam, and “Nephi; and
before | "they stood as if they knew not

6 An
unto

whither they should go.

15 And it came to pass that I

22a TG _ (30-32). b 1 Ne. 11:8.
b 1 .~ e°rcyof. 12a TG Joy.
8 1a 1 r 4 . b Enos 1:9;
2a 1 Alma 36:24.
TR, % -7); TG Family, Love within.
ReVelration, 2 (1-10); ¢ Gen. 3:6:
Vision. 1 Ne. 11:4, 8 (8-25). 1 Ne. 15:36.
b 1 Ne. 14:29. b 1 Ne. 8:24 (15, 20, 24); 13a 1 Ne. 12:16 (16-18);
¢ 1 Ne. 10:17. Alma 32:42 (41-43). 15:26-27 (26-29).
3a 1 Ne. 8:14 (14-18). ¢ TG Happiness. 14a 1 Ne. 8:3 (3-4).
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15

beckoned unto them; and I also did
0 them with a loud voice
that they should come unto me, and
partake of the fruit, which was de-
sirable above all other fruit.

16 And it came to pas
did come unto me and
the fruit also.

17 And it came to pass
desirous that Laman a
should come and part
fruit also; wherefore, I
eyes towards the head c
that perhaps I might se

18 And it came to pass that I saw
them, but they would “not come
unto me and partake of the fruit.

19 And I beheld a “rod of iron, and
it extended along the bank of the
river, and led to the tree by which
I stood.

20 And I also beheld a %strait and
narrow path, which came along by
the rod of iron, even to the tree by

1 NEPHI 8:16-30

way, that they wandered off and
were *lost.

24 And it came to pass that I be-
held others pressing forward, and
they came forth and caught hold of

“COME UNTO ME”

3 Nephi 9:14; 3 Nephi 12:19, 23; 3
Nephi 27:20; 3 Nephi 12:20, 24; Alma
9:16, 34, 35; Ether 4:13, 18; 12:27

0 And 1 also cast my eyes rounc
about, and beheld, on the “other
side of the river of water, a great
and ?spacious building; and it stood
as 1t were in the cair, high above
the earth.

27 And it was filled with people,
both old and young, both male and
female; and their manner of dress
was exceedingly fine; gnd they
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them, but they would “not come
unto me and partake of the fruit.

19 And I beheld a “rod of iron, and
it extended along the bank of the
river, and led to the tree by which
I stood.

20 And I also beheld a %strait and
narrow path, which came along by
the rod of iron, even to the tree by
which I stood; and it also led by the
head of the fountain, unto a large
and spacious field, as if it had been
a "world.

21 And I saw numberless con-
courses of people, many of whom
were ‘pressing forward, that they
might obtain the ?path which led
unto the tree by which I stood.

22 And it came to pass that they
did come forth, and commence in
the path which led to the tree.

23 And 1t came to pass that there
arose a ‘mist of darkness; yea, even
an exceedingly great mist of dark-
ness, insomuch that they who had
commenced in the path did lose their

u— - o L e D L

about, and beheld, on the “other
side of the river of water, a great
and ?spacious building; and it stood
as it were in the cair, high above
the earth.

27 And it was filled with people,
both old and young, both male and
female; and their manner of dress
was exceedingly fine; and they
were in the “Zattitude of mocking
and pointing their fingers towards
those who had come at and were
partaking of the fruit.

28 And after they had “tasted of
the fruit they were *ashamed, be-
cause of those that were ¢scoffing
at them; and they 4fell away into
forbidden paths and were lost.

29 And now I, Nephi, do not speak
“all the words of my father.

30 But, to be short in writing,
behold, he saw other multitudes
pressing forward; and they came
and caught hold of the end of the
‘rod of iron; and they did press their
way forward, continually holding






Strait

STRAIT, adjective [See Straight.]

1. Narrow: close: not broad.

STRAIT is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth to life, and
few there be that find it. Matthew 7:13.

2. Close; iIntimate; as a strait degree of favor.

3. Strict; rigorous.
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Life is full of many intersecting roads and trails. There are
so many paths to follow, so many voices calling out “lo,
here” or “lo, there.” There is such a variety and volume of
media flooding our personal space, most of it intent on
herding us down a path that is broad and traveled by many.

When pondering which of these voices to listen to or which
road among the many is right, have you ever asked
yourself, as Joseph Smith did: “What is to be done? Who of
all these [voices and roads is] right; or, are they all wrong
together? If any one of them be right, which is it, and how
shall | know it?” My witness to you is that Jesus Christ
continues to mark the path, lead the way, and define every
point on our journey. His path is strait and narrow and leads
toward “light and life and endless day.”

Elder Lowell M. Snow (Seventy) October 2005 Conference Sunday afternoon session
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them, but they would “not come
unto me and partake of the fruit.

19 And I beheld a “rod of iron, and
it extended along the bank of the
river, and led to the tree by which
I stood.

20 And I also beheld a “strait and
narrow path, which came along by
the I‘OdOII’OIl even to the tree by
which I stood; and it also led by the
head of the fountain, unto a large
and spacious field, as if it had been
a "world.

21 And I saw numberless con-
courses of people, many of whom
were “pressing forward, that they
might obtain the *path which led
unto the tree by which I stood.

22 And it came to pass that they
did come forth, and commence in
the path which led to b
23 And 1t came to pass that there
arose a “mist of darkness; yea, even

an exceedingly gr‘eatmst of dark-

ness, insomuch that they who had
commenced in the path did lose their
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about, and beheld, on the “other
side of the river of water, a great
and ?spacious building; and it stood
as it were in the cair, high above
the earth.

27 And it was filled with people,
both old and voung, both male and
ir manner of dress
fine; and they
de of Pmocking
fingers towards
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“Let me suggest that holding fast to the iron rod entails the
prayerful and consistent use of all three of the ways of
obtaining living water that we have discussed tonight
[reading, studying, and searching].

“... The regular use of all three methods produces a more
constant flow of living water and is in large measure what it
means to hold fast to the rod of iron. ...

“Are you and | daily reading, studying, and searching the

scriptures in a way that enables us to hold fast to the rod of
iron ... ?”

Elder David A Bednar, “A Reservoir of Living Water” CES fireside for young adults, Feb. 4, 2007




Look for inspired invitations in 1 Nephi 8

Verse 6 - Lehi is invited to follow the messenger in white.
Verse 15 - Lehi invites Sariah, Sam and Nephi
Verse 18 - Lehi invites (implied) Laman and Lemuel

Verse 19-22 - The path and rod invite the numberless people to the tree
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them, but they would “not come
unto me and partake of the fruit.
19 And I beheld a “rod of iron, and

it extended along the bank of the

river, and led to the tree by which [k

I stood.

20 And I also beheld a “strait ¢

narrow path, which came along by
the rodo'u'on even to the tree by
which I stood; and it also led by the
head of the fountain, unto a large
and spacious field, as if it had been
a "world.

21 And I saw numberless con-
courses of people, many of whom
were “pressing forward, that they
might obtain the *path which led
unto the tree by which I stood.

22 And it came to pass that they o

did come forth, and commence in
the path which led to the

1t came to pass that there
arose a “mist of darkness; yea, even

an exceeding greatmlst of dark-

ness, insomuch that they who had
commenced in the path did lose their
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about, and beheld, on the “other
side of the river of water, a great
and ?spacious building; and it stood
as it were in the cair, high above
; 27 And 1t was f111ed w1th people
& both old and young, both male and §
¢ female; and their manner of dress §
£ was exceedingly fine; and they }
* were in the “attitude of Pmocking %
¢t and pointing their fingers towards #
. those who had come at and were
 partaking of the fruit.
28 And after they had “tasted of
. the fruit they were Pashamed, be- §
£ cause of those that were cscoffmg ¥
i' ‘at them; and they ?fell away into #
forbldden paths and were lost
“all the words of my father

30 But, to be short in writing,
behold, he saw other multitudes
pressing forward; and they came
‘and caught hold of the end of the
‘rod of iron; and they did press their
way forward, continually holding
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and “spacious building; and it stood
as 1t were in the cair, high above
the earth.

27 And it was filled with people,
both old and young, both male and
female; and their manner of dress
was exceedingly fine; and they
were in the “attitude of *mocking
and pointing their fingers towards
those who had come at and were
yartaking of the fruit.

1 Nephi 8:31

30 But, o shortin writing,
behold, he saw other multitudes
pressing forward; and they came

and caught hold of the end of the

rod of iron; and they did press their
way forward, continually holding

27a TG Haughtiness; Pride.
b Matt. 9:24 (20-26).

T M Mnoclrino

The Book of Mormon: The Earliest Text,” Ed Royal Skousen, Yale 2009

1 NEPHI 8:31-9:4

fast to the rod of iron, until they
came forth and fell down and par-
took of the fruit of the tree.

31 And he also saw other “mul-
titudes feeling way towards
that great and spacious building.

32 And it came to pass that many
were drowned in the “depths of

the finger of 4scorn at me and
those that were partaking of the
fruit also; but we heeded them not.
34 These are the words of my
father: For as many as “heeded
them, had fallen away.

35 And “Laman and Lemuel par-
took not of the fruit, said my
father.
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“To those of you who are inching your way closer and
closer to that great and spacious building, let me make it
completely clear that the people In that building have
absolutely nothing to offer except instant, short-term
gratification inescapably connected to long-term sorrow
and suffering. The commandments you observe were not
given by a dispassionate God to prevent you from having
fun, but by a loving Father in Heaven who wants you to be
happy while you are living on this earth as well as in the
hereafter.”

Elder Glenn L Pace, Conference Report, Oct. 1987, 49-50; or Ensign, Nov. 1987, 40).



“Compare the blessings of living the Word of Wisdom to
those available to you if you choose to party with those In
the great and spacious building. Compare the joy of
intelligent humor and wit to drunken, silly, crude, loud
laughter. Compare our faithful young women who still have
a blush In their cheeks with those who, having long lost
their blush, try to persuade you to join them iIn their loss.
Compare lifting people up to putting people down.
Compare the ability to receive personal revelation and
direction in your life to being tossed to and fro with every
wind of doctrine. Compare holding the priesthood of God
with anything you see going on in that great and spacious
building.”

Elder Glenn L Pace, Conference Report, Oct. 1987, 49-50; or Ensign, Nov. 1987, 40).



“The current cries we hear coming from the great and
spacious building tempt us to compete for ownership in the
things of this world. We think we need a larger home, with a
three-car garage and a recreational vehicle parked next to
it. We long for designer clothes, extra TV sets (all with
[DVDs]), the latest model computers, and the newest car.
Often these items are purchased with borrowed money
without giving any thought to providing for our future needs.
The result of all this instant gratification is overloaded
bankruptcy courts and families that are far too preoccupied
with their financial burdens”.

Elder L Tom Perry, Conference Report, Oct. 1995, 45; or Ensign, Nov. 1995, 35



“Let us expect that many will regard us indifferently. Others
will see us as quaint or misled. Let us bear the pointing
fingers which, ironically, belong to those finally who, being
bored, find the ‘great and spacious building’ to be a stale
and cramped third-class hotel (see 1 Nephi 8:31-33). Let us
revile not the revilers and heed them not (see D&C 31:9).
Instead, let us use our energy to hold up the shield of faith
to quench the incoming fiery darts—aided perhaps by a
touch of spiritual Teflon.”

Elder Neal A Maxwell, Conference Report, Oct. 2003, 108; or Ensign, Nov. 2003, 102
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will see us as quaint or misled. Let us bear the pointing
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and cramped third-class hotel (see 1 Nephi 8:31-33). Let us
revile not the revilers and heed them not (see D&C 31:9).
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33 And great was the multitude
that did enter into that strange
building. And after they did enter
into that building they did point
the finger of ¢scorn at me and
those that were partaking of the
fruit also; but we heeded them not.

34 These aré the wor ds of my
father: For as many as “heeded
them, had TaleR AWay

35 And “Laman and Lemuel par-
took not of the fruit, said my
father.

36 And it Cpma tn nace Aaftor s

father had sg
Heed

his dream o
many, he sa
of these thin
vision, he ex
Laman and L
lest they shc
the presence

37 And he C
with all the f
ent, that they Would hearken to hlS
Words that perhaps the Lord would
be merciful to them, and not cast

them oaff- vea mvuyu father did nreach

AND all these things did my father
see, and hear, and speak, as he dwelt
in a tent, in the “valley of Lemuel,
and also a great many more things,
which cannot be written upon these
plates.

2 And now, as I have spoken con-
cerning these plates, behold they
are not the plates upon which I
make a full account of the history
of my people; for the ¢plates upon
which I make a full account of my
people 1 have given the name of

Naoanhis yxvhaoarafnra thoxyr ava ~rallad

HEED, verb transitive To mind,; to regard with care; to take notice
of; to attend to; to observe.

engraven an account of the reign
of the Kings, and the wars and con-
tentions of my people; wherefore

thece Nnlatec are foorr the more nart of



those that were partaking of the
fruit also; but we heeded them not.

34 These are the words of m
father: For as many as “heede
them, had fallen away.

35 And “Laman and Lemuel pat
took not of the fruit, said m
father.

36 And it came to pass after m
father had spoken all the words
his dream or vision, which wer
many, he said unto us, because@
of these things which he saw in a
vision, he exceedingly feared for
Laman and Lemuel; yea, he feared
lest they should be cast off from
the presence of the Lord.

37 And he did “exhort
with all the feeling " tenc er

: "they would hearken to his
Wotrds, that perhaps the Lord would
be merciful to them, and not cast
them off; yea, my father did preach
unto them.

38 And after he had preached
unto them, and also prophesied unto
them of many things, he bade
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plates.
2 And now, as 1 have spoken con-

Genesis 3:8

.. and Adam and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the Lord God
amongst the trees of the garden.

_— - - o &) -

3 Nevertheless | have received a
commandment of the Lord that I
should make these plates, for the
special “purpose that there should
be an account engraven of the Pmin-
istry of my people.

4 Upon the other plates should be
engraven an account of the reign
of the Kings, and the wars and con-
tentions of my people; wherefore
these plates are for the more part of
the ministry; and the “other plates
are for the more part of the reign
of the kings and the wars and con-
tentions of my people.
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“We too must have the faith to teach our children and bid
them to keep the commandments. We should not let their
choices weaken our faith. Our worthiness will not be
measured according to their righteousness. Lehi did not
lose the blessing of feasting at the tree of life because
Laman and Lemuel refused to partake of its fruit.
Sometimes as parents we feel we have failed when our
children make mistakes or stray. Parents are never failures
when they do their best to love, teach, pray, and care for
their children. Their faith, prayers, and efforts will be
consecrated to the good of their children.”

Elder Robert D Hales, Conference Report, Apr. 2004, 90; or Ensign, May 2004, 88
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5 Wherefore, the Lord hath com-
manded me to make these plates
for a “wise purpose in him, which
purpose I Know not.

6 But the Lord “knoweth all things
from the beginning; wherefore, he
prepareth a wayv to accomplish all
his works among the children of
men; for behold, he hath all °power
unto the fulfilling of all his words.
And thus it is. Amen.

CHAPTER 10

Lehi predicts that the Jews will be taken
captive by the Babylonians—He tells of
the coming among the Jews of a Mes-
Siah, a Savior, a Redeemer—Lehi tells
also of the coming of the one who should
baptize the Lamb of God—Lehi tells of
the death and resurrection of the Mes-
siah—He compares the scattering and
gathering of Israel to an olive iree—
Nephi speaks of the Son of God, of the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and of the need
for righteousness. About 600-592 B.C.

AND now I, Nephi, proceed to give
an account upon “these plates of
my proceedings, and my reign and
ministry; wherefore, to proceed with
mine account, I must speak some-
what of the things of my father,
and also of my brethren.

2 For behold, it came to pass af-
ter my father had made an end of
speaking the words of his “dream,
and also of exhorting them to all
diligence, he spake unto them con-
cerning the Jews—

1 NEPHI 9:5-10:9

3 That after they should be de-
stroyed, even that great city ¢Jeru-
salem, and many be bcarried away
captive into ‘Babylon, according to
the own due time of the Lord, they
should “return again, yea, even be
brought back out of captivity; and
after they should be brought back
out of captivity they should posscss
again the land of their inheritance.

4 Yea, even “six hundred years
from the time that my father left
Jerusalem, a *prophet would the
Lord God raise up among the Jews—
even a “Messiah, or, in other words,
a Savior of the world.

5 And he also spake concerning the
prophets, how great a number had
“testified of these things, concerning
this Messiah, of whom he had spo-
Ken, or this Redeemer of the world.

6 Wherefore, all mankind were in a
1ost and in a Pfallen state, and ever
would be save they should rely on
this Redeemer.

7 And he spake also concerning a
“prophet who should come before
the Messiah, to prepare the wav of
the Lord—

8 Yea, even he should go forth and
cry in the wilderness: “Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, and make his
paths straight; for there standeth
one among you whom ye Know not;
and hc is mighticr than I, whose
shoe’s latchet | am not worthy to
unloose. And much spake my father
concerning this thing.

9 And my father said he should
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an account upon “these plates of
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ministry; wherefore, to proceed with
mine account, I must speak some-
what of the things of my father,
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Jerusalem, a ’prophet would the
Lord God raise up among the ¢Jews—
even a *Messiah, or, in other words,
a Savior of the world.

5 And he also spake concerning the
prophets, how great a number had
4testified of these things, concerning
this Messiah, of whom he had spo-
ken, or this Redeemer of the world.

6 Wherefore, all mankind were in a
4lost and in a Pfallen state, and ever
would be save they should rely on
this Redeemer.

7 And he spake also concerning a
“prophet who should come before
the Messiah, to prepare the way of
the Lord—

8 Yea, even he should go forth and
cry in the wilderness: *Prepare ve
the way of the Lord, and make his

- paths straight; for there standeth
! 2 For behold it came (o pass “af- ]
t ter my father had made an end of ﬁ
! speaking the words of his “dream, 1}
¢ and also of exhorting them to all
{ diligence, he spake unto them con- |

one among you whom ve Know not;
and he 1S mightier than I, whose
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to
unloose. And much spake my father
concerning this thing.

9 And my father said he should
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5 Wherefore, the Lord hath com-
manded me to make these plates
for a *wise purpose in him, which
purpose I know not.

6 But the Lord knoweth all things
from the beginning; wherefore, he
prepareth a way to accomplish all
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men; for behold, he hath all *power
unto the fulfilling of all his words.
And thus it is. Amen.
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siah—He compares the scattering and
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AND now I, Nephi, proceed to give
an account upon “these plates of
my proceedings, and my reign and
ministry; wherefore, to proceed with
mine account, I must speak some-
what of the things of my father,
and also of my brethren.

2 For behold, it came to pass af-
ter my father had made an end of
speaking the words of his “dream,
and also of exhorting them to all
diligence, he spake unto them con-
cerning the Jews—
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3 That after they should be de-
stroyed, even that great city ¢Jeru-
salem, and many be °carried away
captive into ‘Babylon, according to
the own due time of the Lord, they
should 4return again, yea, even be
brought back out of captivity; and
after they should be brought back
out of captivity they should possess
again the land of their inheritance.

4 Yea, even %six hundred years
from the time that my father left
Jerusalem, a ’prophet would the
Lord God raise up among the °Jews—
even a ‘Messiah, or, in other words,
a Savior of the world.

5 And he also spake concerning the
prophets, how great a number had
4testified of these things, concerning
this Messiah, of whom he had spo-
ken, or this Redeemer of the world.

6 Wherefore, all mankind were in a
4]lost and in a ’fallen state, and ever
would be save they should rely on
this Redeemer.

7 And he spake also concerning a
“prophet who should come before
the Messiah, to prepare the way of
the Lord—

8 Yea, even he should go forth and
cry in the wilderness: “Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, and make his
paths straight; for there standeth
one among you whom ye Know not;
and he is mightier than I, whose
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to
unloose. And much spake my father
concerning this thing.

9 And my father said he should
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Messianic Prophesy of deliverance

Scattering

1 NEPHI 10:10-17

baptize in “Bethabara, beyond
Jordan; and he also said he should
*baptize with water; even that he
should baptize the Messiah with
water.

10 And after he had baptized the
Messiah with water, he should be-
hold and bear record that he had
baptized the “Lamb of God, who
should take away thc sins of the
world.

11 And it came to pass aftcr my
father had spoken these words he
spake unto my bhrethren concern-
ing the gospel which should be
preached among the Jews, and also
concerning the “dwindling of the
Jews in Punbelief. And after they
had °slain the Messiah, who should
come, and after he had been slain
he should “rise from the dead, and
should make himself ‘manifest, by
the Holy Ghost, unto the Gentiles.

12 Yea, even my father spake much
concerning the Gentiles, and also
concerning the house of Israel, that
theyv should be compared like unto
an “olive tree, whose ’branches
should be broken off and should
be °scattered upon all the face of
the earth.

13 Wherefore, he said it must needs
be that we should be led with one
accord into the “land of promise,
unto the fulfilling of the word of
the Lord, that we should be scat-
tered upon all the face of the earth.

18

14 And after the house of “Israel
should be scattered they should be
bogathered together again; or, in fine,
after the ‘Gentiles had received the
fulness of the ?Gospel, the natural
branches of the ®olive tree, or the
remnants of the house of ¢Israel,
should be grafted in, or "come to the
knowledge of the true Messiah, their
Lord and their Redeemer.

15 And after this manner of lan-
guage did my father prophesy
and speak unto my brethren, and
also many more things which I do
not write in this book; for I have
written as many of them as were
expedient for me in mine “other
book.

16 And all these things, of which
I have spoken, were done as my
father dwelt in a “tent, in the val-
ley of Lemuel.

17 And it came to pass after I,
Nephi, having heard all the *“words
of my father, concerning the things
which he saw in a *vision, and also
the things which he spake by the
power of the Holy Ghost, which
power he received by faith on the
Son of God—and the Son of God was
the ‘Messiah who should come—],

£all those who diligently
seek him, as well in times of "old

9a John 1:28.
b TG Jesus Christ,

1 Ne. 15:12;
2 Ne. 3:5 (4-5):

f TG Israel, Remnant of.
g TG Israel, Twelve
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branches of the ®olive tree, or the
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should be grafted in, or "come to the
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15 And after this manner of lan-
guage did my father prophesy
and speak unto my brethren, and
also many more things which I do
not write in this book; for I have
written as many of them as were
expedient for me in mine “other
book.

16 And all these things, of which
I have spoken, were done as my
father dwelt in a “tent, in the val-
ley of Lemuel.

17 And it came to pass after I,
Nephi, having heard all the “words
of my father, concerning the things
which he saw in a *vision, and also
the things which he spake by the
power of the Holy Ghost, which
power he received by faith on the
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19

as in the time that he should mani-
fest himself unto the children of
men.

18 For he is the same vesterday,
today, and forever; and the way is
prepared for all men from the foun-
dation of the world, if it so be that
they repent and come unto him.

19 For he that diligently “secketh
shall find; and the ®mysteries of God
shall be unfolded unto them, by the
power of the ‘Holy Ghost, as well in
these times as in times of old, and
as well in times of old as in times
to come; wherefore, the “course of
the Lord is one eternal round.

20 Therefore remember, O man,
for all thy doings thou shalt be
brought into 4judgment.

21 Wherefore, if ye have sought
do “wickedly in the days of your
probation, then ye are found “un-
clean before the judgment-seat of
God; and no unclean thing can dwell
with God; wherefore, ye must be
cast off forever.

22 And the Holy Ghost giveth ¢au-
thority that I should speak these
things, and deny them not.

CHAPTER 11

Nephi sees the Spirit of the Lord and
is shown in vision the tree of life—He
sees the mother of the Son of God and
learns of the condescension of God—He
sees the baptism, ministry, and cruci-
fixion of the Lamb of God—He sees
also the call and ministry of the Twelve
Apostles of the Lamb. About 600-
592 B.C.

1 NEPHI 10:18

FOR it came to pass after I ha
sired to know the things th:
father had seen, and believin
the Lord was able to make

known unto me, as I sat “pond
in mine heartl was °caught av
the Spirit of the Lord, yvea, in
exceedingly high ‘mountain, v
I never had before seen, and
which I never had before set mn

2 And the Spirit said unto m
hold, what “desirest thou?

3 And I said: I desire to b
the things which my father

4 And the Spirit said unte
“Believest thou that thy fathe
the °tree of which he hath sp

5 And I said: Yea, thou kn
that I “believe all the words «
father.

6 And when I had spoken
words, the Spirit cried with a
voice, saying: Hosanna to the
the most high God; for he i
over all the ?earth, yea, even
all. And blessed art thou, DN
because thou °believest in th
of the most high God; wher
thou shalt behold the things v
thou hast desired.

7 And behold this thing sh;
given unto thee for a “sign, th
ter thou hast beheld the tree v
bore the fruit which thy f
tasted, thou shalt also behold :
descending out of heaven, an
shall ye witness; and after ye
witnessed him ye shall *bear r
that it is the Son of GGod.

8 And it came to pass tha
Spirit said unto me: Look! .



“The Spirit of the Lord usually communicates with us in
ways that are quiet, delicate, and subtle. ...

“The standard is clear. If something we think, see, hear, or
do distances us from the Holy Ghost, then we should stop
thinking, seeing, hearing, or doing that thing. If that which is
Intended to entertain, for example, alienates us from the
Holy Spirit, then certainly that type of entertainment is not
for us. Because the Spirit cannot abide that which is vulgar,
crude, or iIimmodest, then clearly such things are not for us.
Because we estrange the Spirit of the Lord when we
engage In activities we know we should shun, then such
things definitely are not for us.”

Elder David A Bednar, Conference Report, Apr. 2006, 29-30; or Ensign, May 2006, 29-30
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“May the Lord our God . .. keep you continually in his presence”

(Alma 58:41)
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5 Wherefore, the Lord hath com-
manded me to make these plates
for a *wise purpose in him, which
purpose I know not.

6 But the Lord “knoweth all things
from the beginning; wherefore, he
prepareth a way to accomplish all
his works among the children of
men; for behold, he hath all ’power
unto the fulfilling of all his words.
And thus it is. Amen.

CHAPTER 10

Lehi predicts that the Jews will be taken
captive by the Babylonians—He tells of
the coming among the Jews of a Mes-
siah, a Savior, a Redeemer—Lehi tells
also of the coming of the one who should
baptize the Lamb of God—Lehi tells of
the death and resurrection of the Mes-
siah—He compares the scattering and
gathering of Israel to an olive tree—
Nephi speaks of the Son of God, of the

1 NEPHI 9:5-10:9

3 That after they should be de-
stroved, even that great city ¢Jeru-
salem, and many be °carried away
captive into ‘Babylon, according to
the own due time of the Lord, they
should 4return again, yea, even be
brought back out of captivity; and
after they should be brought back
out of captivity they should possess
again the land of their inheritance.

4 Yea, even “six hundred vyears
from the time that my father left
Jerusalem, a ’prophet would the
Lord God raise up among the ¢Jews—
even a ‘Messiah, or, in other words,
a Savior of the world.

5 And he also spake concerning the
prophets, how great a number had
4testified of these things, concerning
this Messiah, of whom he had spo-
ken, or this Redeemer of the world.

6 Wherefore, all mankind were in a

2lost and in a Pfallen state, and ever
wollld be fave thevyv sho1ild relyv on



“Sometimes when we are asked to be obedient, we do not
know why, except the Lord has commanded. Nephi
followed instructions even though he didn’t fully understand
the wise purpose. His obedience resulted in blessings to
mankind all over the world. By not obeying our present-day
leaders, we plant our seeds in stony places and may forfeit
the harvest.”

Elder Marvin J Ashton, Conference Report, Oct. 1978, 76; or Ensign, Nov. 1978, 51
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“Some have sincere faith in the existence of a God but not
necessarily in a revealing and omniscient God. Other sincere
individuals question God’s omniscience, wondering, even
though respectfully, whether even God can know the future. But
an omniscient and revealing God can at any present moment
disclose things future. This Is possible because ‘in the presence
of God, ... all things for their glory are manifest, past, present,
and future, and are continually before the Lord’ (D&C 130:7).
Thus God ‘knoweth all things, for all things are present before
[his] eyes’ (D&C 38:2). He told Moses, ‘There is no God beside
me, and all things are present with me, for | know them
all’ (Moses 1:6).

“No qualifiers on the scope of God’s knowledge appear in holy
writ. Instead, we read: ‘O how great the holiness of our God! For
he knoweth all things, and there is not anything save he knows
it.” (2 Nephi 9:20.)”

Elder Neal A Maxwell, “If Thou Endure It Well” [1996], 46



“God bless all of us that we may follow the course laid out for
us by our Heavenly Father and our greatest example—the Lord,
Jesus Christ. May we do so regardless of what the world may
say or do, that we may hold fast to the iron rod, that we may be
true to the faith, that we may maintain the standards set for us
and follow this course to safety and exaltation (see 7 Nephi
8:19). The door is open. The plan is here on earth. It is the Lord’s
plan. The authority and power are here. It is now up to you.”

Quoted by President Hinckley, GC Oct 1992. The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson (Salt Lake
City: Bookcraft, 1988), 26.
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"Five Variants of 'Dives and Lazarus': 1st Movement" by Ralph Vaughan Williams, arranged by Jon Fullmer
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“Why was Israel scattered? The answer is clear; it is plain; of it
there is no doubt. Our Israelite forebears were scattered
because they rejected the gospel, defiled the priesthood,
forsook the church, and departed from the kingdom. They were
scattered because they turned from the Lord, worshipped false
gods, and walked in all the ways of the heathen nations. ...
Israel was scattered for apostasy. The Lord in his wrath,
because of their wickedness and rebellion, scattered them
among the heathen in all the nations of the earth.

Elder Bruce R McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith [1985], 515



“What, then, is involved in the gathering of Israel? The gathering
of Israel consists Iin believing and accepting and living In
harmony with all that the Lord once offered his ancient chosen
people. It consists of having faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, of
repenting, of being baptized and receiving the gift of the Holy
Ghost, and of keeping the commandments of God. It consists of
believing the gospel, joining the Church, and coming into the
kingdom. It consists of receiving the holy priesthood, being
endowed In holy places with power from on high, and receiving
all the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, through the
ordinance of celestial marriage. And it may also consist of
assembling to an appointed place or land of worship.

“Having this concept of the scattering and gathering of the

chosen seed, we are able to understand the prophetic word
relative thereto”

Elder Bruce R McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith [1985], 515



