








Immerse yourself in the glorious light of the 
Restoration. As you do, general conference 
next April will be not only memorable; it will 
be unforgettable.


Russell M Nelson, General Conference, Oct. 2019



You may wish to ponder important 
questions such as, “How would my life be 
different if my knowledge gained from the 
Book of Mormon were suddenly taken 
away?”


Russell M Nelson, General Conference, Oct. 2019



President Russell M Nelson, General Conference, October 2017
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“I wish to mention here that the title-page of 
the Book of Mormon is a literal translation, 
taken from the very last leaf, on the left 
hand side of the collection or book of 
plates, which contained the record which 
has been translated, the language of the 
whole running the same as all Hebrew 
writing in general; and that said title page is 
not by any means a modern composition, 
either of mine or of any other man who has 
lived or does live in this generation.”

Joseph Smith, Jr., History of The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, ed. B. H. Roberts, 7 vols. (Salt Lake 
City: Deseret News, 1932–1951), 1:71.

Daniel H. Ludlow, “The Title Page,” in  First 
Nephi, The Doctrinal Foundation, ed. Monte S. 
Nyman and Charles D. Tate Jr. (Provo, UT: 
Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young 
University, 1988), 19–34.
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The Book of Mormon, an account written by the hand of Mormon, upon plates taken from the plates of 
Nephi - Wherefore, it is an abridgment of the record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites
—Written to the Lamanites, who are a remnant of the house of Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile—
Written by way of commandment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and of revelation—Written and 
sealed up, and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed—To come forth by the gift and 
power of God unto the interpretation thereof—Sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up unto the Lord, 
to come forth in due time by way of the Gentile—The interpretation thereof by the gift of God. An 
abridgment taken from the Book of Ether also, which is a record of the people of Jared, who were 
scattered at the time the Lord confounded the language of the people, when they were building a 
tower to get to heaven—Which is to show unto the remnant of the house of Israel what great things the 
Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they may know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not 
cast off forever—And also to the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal 
God, manifesting himself unto all nations—And now, if there are faults they are the mistakes of men; 
wherefore, condemn not the things of God, that ye may be found spotless at the judgment-seat of 
Christ.
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Large Plates of Nephi

24 Gold Plates of Ether

Brass Plates from Jerusalem

Plates of Mormon
Lehi - King Benjamin

Lehi - King Benjamin
Small Plates of Nephi

ABRIDGED

ABRIDGED Mosiah - Mormon 7

Words of Mormon (insert)

Mormon 8-9 (Moroni)

Ether (Moroni)ABRIDGED

Moroni and Title Page

Sealed Portion
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3 Nevertheless, I have received a commandment of the Lord that I should make these 
plates, for the special  purpose  that there should be an account engraven of 
the ministry of my people.

4 Upon the other plates should be engraven an account of the reign of the kings, and 
the wars and contentions of my people; wherefore these plates are for the more part of 
the ministry; and the other plates are for the more part of the reign of the kings and the 
wars and contentions of my people.

5 Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me to make these plates for a wise purpose in 
him, which purpose I know not.

6 But the Lord knoweth all things from the beginning; wherefore, he prepareth a way to 
accomplish all his works among the children of men; for behold, he hath all power unto 
the fulfilling of all his words. And thus it is. Amen.


1 Nephi 9:3-6



3 And now, I speak somewhat concerning that which I have written; for after I had made 
an abridgment  from the plates of Nephi, down to the reign of this king Benjamin, of 
whom Amaleki spake, I searched among the records which had been delivered into my 
hands, and I found these plates, which contained this small account of the prophets, 
from Jacob down to the reign of this king Benjamin, and also many of the words of 
Nephi.

4 And the things which are upon these plates pleasing me, because of the prophecies 
of the coming of Christ; and my fathers knowing that many of them have been fulfilled; 
yea, and I also know that as many things as have been prophesied concerning us down 
to this day have been fulfilled, and as many as go beyond this day must surely come to 
pass—

5 Wherefore, I chose these things, to finish my record upon them, which remainder of 
my record I shall take from the plates of Nephi; and I cannot write the hundredth part of 
the things of my people.


Words of Mormon 1:3-5
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Wherefore, at that day when the book 
shall be delivered unto the man of whom I 
have spoken, the book shall be hid from 
the eyes of the world, that the eyes of 
none sha l l beho ld i t save i t be 
that three witnesses shall behold it, by the 
power of God, besides him to whom the 
book shall be delivered; and they shall 
testify to the truth of the book and the 
things therein.

2 Nephi 27:12





On his death bed (1875), Harris said: "The 
Book of Mormon is no fake. I know what I 
know. I have seen what I have seen and I have 
heard what I have heard. I have seen the gold 
plates from which the Book of Mormon is 
written. An angel appeared to me and others 
and testified to the truthfulness of the record, 
and had I been willing to have perjured myself 
and sworn falsely to the testimony I now bear I 
could have been a rich man, but I could not 
have testified other than I have done and am 
now doing for these things are true."

Martin Harris on his death bed. Cited by George Godfrey, "Testimony of Martin 
Harris," from an unpublished manuscript copy in the possession of his 
descendants, quoted in Eldin Ricks,  The Case of the Book of Mormon 
Witnesses[Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1971], 65–66.



"Jacob, I want you to remember what I say to 
you. I am a dying man, and what would it profit 
me to tell you a lie? I know," said he, "that this 
Book of Mormon was translated by the gift and 
power of God. My eyes saw, my ears heard, 
and my understanding was touched, and I 
know that whereof I testified is true. It was no 
dream, no vain imagination of the mind—it was 
real"

Jacob F. Gates in March 1912 Improvement Era publishes a recollection of his 
father, Jacob Gates. Jacob Gates, Sr. met with Oliver Cowdery in 1849, and 
shares this testimony:



“It having been represented by one John Murphy, of Polo, Caldwell County, 
Mo., that I, in a conversation with him last summer, denied my testimony 
as one of the three witnesses to the ‘Book of Mormon.’


“To the end, therefore, that he may understand me now, if he did not then; 
and that the world may know the truth, I wish now, standing as it were, in 
the very sunset of life, and in the fear of God, once for all to make this 
public statement:


“That I have never at any time denied that testimony or any part thereof, 
which has so long since been published with that Book, as one of the three 
witnesses. Those who know me best, well know that I have always 
adhered to that testimony. And that no man may be misled or doubt my 
present views in regard to the same, I do again affirm the truth of all my 
statements, as then made and published.


“‘He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear’; it was no delusion! What is 
written is written, and he that readeth let him understand.”

"David Whitmer Proclamation, 19 March 1881," quoted in Early Mormon Documents 5:69 - Quoted 
in “True to the Book of Mormon—The Whitmers,” Ensign, Feb. 1989



Many Christians in Harris’s day believed it was dangerous 
or impossible to witness the divine with the physical 
senses. This belief was rooted in stories from the Bible. For 
example, in the Old Testament, Israelites who peered into 
the ark of the covenant without proper authorization were 
destroyed. God’s presence was typically hidden behind a 
veil or a cloud of smoke to shield the eyes of those who 
were not spiritually prepared. One of Joseph Smith’s early 
revelations affirmed similarly that humans cannot see God 
with their “natural eyes” without being consumed. They 
could, however, witness his glory with “spiritual eyes” if they 
were changed or “quickened by the spirit of God.”

lds.org - Church History Topics (Witnesses of the Book of Mormon)

http://lds.org


Martin Harris considered the witnesses’ experience with the angel and the 
ancient record to be just such an encounter with the divine, similar to 
Joseph Smith’s visions. Conscious of the stern warnings of scripture, he 
often spoke of the inadequacy he felt at the time he witnessed the plates. 
Over the years, he employed a variety of phrases to describe his 
extraordinary encounter. When pressed by various interviewers to clarify 
whether he actually saw the plates, he spoke both of seeing them with “a 
spiritual eye,” emphasizing the unusual and sacred quality of the 
experience, and also with his physical senses. “As sure as you are standing 
there and see me,” he insisted on one occasion, “just as sure did I see the 
angel with the golden plates in his hand.” David Whitmer, similarly 
described both the spiritual and physical dimensions of the witnesses’ 
experience. “Of course we were in the spirit when we had the view, for no 
man can behold the face of an angel, except in a spiritual view,” he 
explained, adding, “but we were in the body also, and everything was as 
natural to us, as it is at any time.”

lds.org - Church History Topics (Witnesses of the Book of Mormon)

http://lds.org








Excommunicated Died in the faith





Another shameless plug for “Saints!”


