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Conversion Is Our Goal

The aim of all gospel lecarning and tcaching is to
deepen our conversion and help us become more
like Jesus Christ. For this reason, when we study the
gospel, we're not just looking for new information;
we want to become a “new creature” (2 Corinthians
5:17). This means relying on Heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ to help us change our hearts, our vicws,
our actions, and our very natures.

But the kind of gospecl lcarning that strengthens
our faith and leads to the miracle of conversion
doesn’t happen all at once. It extends beyond a
classroom into an individual’s heart and home.
It requires consistent, daily efforts to understand
and live the gospel. True conversion requires the
influence of the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Ghost guides us to the truth and bears wit-
ness of that truth (sce John 16:13). He enlightens our

minds, quickens our understandings, and touches
our hearts with revelation from God, the source of
all truth. The Holy Ghost purifics our hearts. He 1n-
spires in us a desire to live by truth, and He whispers
to us ways to do this. Truly, “the Holy Ghost . . . shall
teach [us] all things” (John 14:26).

For these reasons, in our efforts to live, learn, and
teach the gospel, we should first and foremost seek
the companionship of the Spirit. This goal should
govern our choices and guide our thoughts and
actions. We should seek after whatever invites the
influence of the Spirit and rcject whatever drives
that influence away—for we know that if we can be
worthy of the presence of the Holy Ghost, we can
also be worthy to live in the presence of Heavenly

IFather and His Son, Jesus Christ.



Because Sunday School 1s taught only twice a month, to meaningful experiences at church. But don’t feel

Sunday School tcachers may choosc to skip or com- bound by the schedule; it 1s simply a guide to help
bine outlines to keep up with the weekly schedule. you pace yourself. The important thing is that you
This may also be necessary on weecks when regular arc lecarning the gospel individually and as a family.

Church meetings are not held because of stake con-
ference or other reasons. During these weeks you are
invited to continue to study the Book of Mormon

at home.

Do | Need to Follow the Schedule?

'The schedule will help you finish reading the Book of
Mormon by the end of the year. In addition, follow-
ing the same schedule as others in your ward can lead




Immerse yourself in the glorious light of the
Restoration. As you do, general conference
next April will be not only memorable; it will
be unforgettable.

Russell M Nelson, General Conference, Oct. 2019




You may wish to ponder important
questions such as, “How would my life be
different it my knowledge gained from the

Book of Mormon were suddenly taken
away?”

Russell M Nelson, General Conference, Oct. 2019




President Russell M Nelson, General Conference, October 2017
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THE
BOOK OF MORMON

AN ACCOUNT WRITTEN BY

THE HAND OF MORMON

UPON PLATES
TAKEN FROM THE PLATES OF NEPHI

Wherefore, it is an abridgment of the record of the people of Nephi, and
also of the Lamanites—Written to the Lamanites, who are a remnant of the
house of Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile—Written by way of command-
ment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and of revelation—Written and
sealed up, and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed—To
come forth by the gift and power of God unto the interpretation thereof—
Sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up unto the Lord, to come forth in
due time by way of the Gentile—The interpretation thereof by the gift
of God.

An abridgment taken from the Book of Ether also, which is a record of
the people of Jared, who were scattered at the time the Lord confounded
the language of the people, when they were building a tower to get to
heaven—Which is to show unto the remnant of the house of Israel what
great things the Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they may know
the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast off forever—And also to
the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that JESUS is the CHRIST, the
ETERNAL GOD, manifesting himself unto all nations—And now, if there
are faults they are the mistakes of men; wherefore, condemn not the things
of God, that yve may be found spotless at the judgment-seat of Christ.

TRANSLATED BY JOSEPH SMITH, Jun.

“| wish to mention here that the title-page of
the Book of Mormon is a literal translation,
taken from the very last leaf, on the left
hand side of the collection or book of
plates, which contained the record which
has been translated, the language of the
whole running the same as all Hebrew
writing in general; and that said title page is
not by any means a modern composition,
either of mine or of any other man who has
lived or does live in this generation.”

Joseph Smith, Jr., History of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, ed. B. H. Roberts, 7 vols. (Salt Lake
City: Deseret News, 1932-1951), 1:71.

» _w s

Daniel H. Ludlow, “The Title Page,” in First
Nephi, The Doctrinal Foundation, ed. Monte S.

Nyman and Charles D. Tate Jr. (Provo, UT:
Religious Studies Center, Brigham Young
University, 1988), 19-34.
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Let’s put the text all together...

THE
BOOK OF MORMON

AN ACCOUNT WRITTEN BY

THE HAND OF MORMON

UPON PLATES
TAKEN FROM THE PLATES OF NEPHI

Wherefore, it is an abridgment of the record of the people of Nephi, and
also of the Lamanites—WTritten to the Lamanites, who are a remnant of the
house of Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile—Written by way of command-
ment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and of revelation—WTritten and
sealed up, and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed—To
come forth by the gift and power of God unto the interpretation thereof—
Sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up unto the Lord, to come forth in
due time by way of the Gentile—The interpretation thereof by the gift
of God.

An abridgment taken from the Book of Ether also, which is a record of
the people of Jared, who were scattered at the time the Lord confounded
the language of the people, when they were building a tower to get to
heaven—Which is to show unto the remnant of the house of Israel what
great things the Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they may know
the covenants of the Lord, that they are not cast off forever—And also to
the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that JESuS is the CHRIST, the
ETERNAL GOD, manifesting himself unto all nations—And now, if there
are faults they are the mistakes of men; wherefore, condemn not the things
of God, that ye mav be found spotless at the judgment-seat of Christ.

TRANSLATED BY JOSEPH SMITH, Jun.



Why? What?

What else?

Who wrote it?

The Book of Mormon an account wr|tten by the hand of Mormon upon pIates taken from the pIates of

Nephr Wherefore |t |s an abrldgment of the reoord of the people of Neph| and aIso of the Lamanltes

—Wr|tten to the Lamanltes who are a remnant of the house of IsraeI and aIso to Jew and Gentile —
Written by way of commandment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and of revelation—Written and
sealed up, and hid up unto the Lord, that they might not be destroyed— To come forth by the gift and
power of God unto the interpretation thereof —Sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up unto the Lord,
to come forth in due time by way of the Gentile—The interpretation thereof by the gift of God. An
abridgment taken from the Book of Ether also, which is a record of the people of Jared, who were

scattered at the time the Lord confounded the language of the people, when they were building a

tower to get to heaven—jWhich is to show unto the remnant of the house of Israel what great things the
Lord hath done for their fathers; and that they may know the covenants of the Lord, that they are not
cast off forever—And also to the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal
God, manifesting himself unto all nations—And now, if there are faults they are the mistakes of men;
wherefore, condemn not the things of God, that ye may be found spotless at the judgment-seat of

Christ. -
How should we receive it?

To Whom?

How?

Purpose?
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INTRODUCTION

he Book of Mormon is a volume of holy scripture comparable to the
~ Bible. It is a record of God’s dealings with ancient inhabitants of the
Americas and contains the fulness of the everlasting gospel.

The book was written bv many ancient prophets by the spirit of
prophecy and revelation. Their words, written on gold plates, were
gquoted and abridged by a prophet-historian named Mormon. The
record gives an account of two great civilizations. One came from Je-
rusalem in 600 B.C. and afterward separated into two nations, Known
as the Nephites and the Lamanites. The other came much earlier when
the Lord confounded the tongues at the Tower of Babel. This group is
known as the Jaredites. After thousands of years, all were destroved ex-
cept the Lamanites, and they are among the ancestors of the American
Indians.

The crowning event recorded in the Book of Mormon is the personal
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ among the Nephites soon after His res-
urrection. It puts forth the doctrines of the gospel, outlines the plan of
salvation, and tella men what they must do to gain peace in this life and
eternal salvation in the life to come.

After Mormon completed his writings, he delivered the account to his
son Moroni, who added a few words of his own and hid up the plates in
the Hill (,umorah On September 21, 1823, the same Moroni, then a glo-
rified, resurrected being, appeared to the Prophet Joseph Smith and in-
structed him relative to the ancient record and its destined translation
into the English language,

In due course the plates were delivered to Joseph Smith, who translated
them by the gift and power of God. The record is now published in many
languages as a new and additional witness that Jesus Christ is the Son of
the living God and that all who will come unto Him and obey the laws
and ordinances of His gospel may be saved.

Concerning this record the Prophet Joseph Smith said: “T told the hreth-
ren that the Book of Mormon was the most correct of anv book on earth,
and the Keystone of our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by
abiding by its precepts, than by any other book.”

In addition to Joseph Smith, the Lord provided for eleven others to see
the gold plates for themselves and to be special witnesses of the truth and
divinity of the Book of Mormon. Their written testimonies are included
herewith as “The Testimony of Three Witnesses” and “The Testimony of
Eight Witnesses.”

We invite all men everywhere to read the Book of Mormon, to ponder
in their hearts the message it contains, and then to ask God, the Eternal
Father, in the name of Christ if the book is true. Those who pursue this
course and ask in faith will gain a testimony of its truth and divinity by
the power of the Holy Ghost. (See Moroni 10:3-5.)

Those who gain this divine witness from the Holy Spirit will also come
to know by the same power that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world,
that Joseph Smith is His revelator and prophet in these last days, and that
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the Lord’s Kingdom
once again established on the earth, preparatory to the Second Coming
of the Messiah.
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A BRIEF EXPLANATION ABOUT
THE BOOK OF MORMON

he Book of Mormon is a sacred record of peoples in ancient America and
was engraved upon metal plates. Sources from which this record was
compiled include the following:

1. he Plates of Nephi, which were of two kinds: the small plates and the

arge plates. T [he former were more partieutarty “devoted to spiritual

e’rs'an'he I‘IlllllStl‘ 7 ang. iings of the prophets while the lat-

ter were occupniec-r \ia y a secular history of the peoples concerned

(1 Dleptt 7—4). From the time of Mosiah, however, the large plates also
- mcluded 1tems of major spiritual importance.

2. The Plates of Mormon, which consist of an abridgment by Mormon from
the large plates of Nephi, with many commentaries. These plates also
contained a continuation of the history by Mormon and additions by his
son Moroni.

3. The Plates of Ether, which present a history of the Jaredites. This record
was abridged by Moroni, who inserted comments of his own and i Incorpo-
rated the record with the general history under the title “Book of Ether.”

4. The Platesof Brass brought by the people of Lehi from Jerusalem in

600 B.C. These contained “the five books of Moses, . . . and also a record of
the Jews from the beginning, . ..down to the commencement of the reign
of Zedekiah, king of Judah: and also the prophecies of the holy prophets”
(1 Nephi 5:11-13). Many quotations from these plates, citing Isaiah and

other biblical and nonbiblical prophets, appear in the Book of Mormon.

The Book of Mormon comprises fifteen main parts or divisions, known,
with one exception, as books, usually designated by the name of their princi-
pal author. The first portion (the first six books, ending with Omni) is a trans-
lation from the small plates of Nephi. Between the books of Omni and Mosiah
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Plates of Mormon

Large Plates of Nephi

ABRID

24 Gold Plates of Ether

Brass Plates from Jerusalem



Em—— — Tirepablis o ey bna oot The Holy Place of the tabernacle

= — q2_2m  tent was 30 feet (9.1 m) long,
\TNhai fcrgxgdsg;?:gf ) S _ the Presence (Ex. 25:23-30) 15 foet (4.6:m) wide. and 15

layers of cloth and A% & F /RN, oD - > feet (4.6 m) high.
skin(Ex.26:1—14). ; LR — T '

The veil separating the Most Holy Place
from the Holy Place was made from blue,
purple, and scarlet dyed yarns woven

with fine twined linen and embroidered s udil that formod the-ent to th
with cherubim (Ex. 26:31-33). It hung on e

. The aolden lampstand tabernacle was similar to the veil separat-
four golden pillars. (E)i gg:;{l 480’?‘;57?,”7_2 4) ing the Holy Place from the Most Holy

nl-AA e & s s A B AL“ ‘LA... ‘L:“ S A B 4 Al amm  an' d

The altar of incense
(Ex. 30:1-5; 37:25-29)



at | should make these
account engraven of

3 Nevertheles™
plates, for th

the ministry of
4 Upon the othe
the wars and con
the ministry; and t
wars and contention@
5 Wherefore, the Lorc
him, which purpose |
6 But the Lord knowet
accomplish all his works
the fulfilling of all his worc

N of the kings, and
or the more part of
he kings and the

ISe purpose In

eth a way to
power unto



Words of Mormon 1:3-5

3 And now, | speak somewhat concerning that which | have written; for after | had made

an abridgment from the plates of Nephi, down to the reign of this
whom Amaleki spake, | searched among the records which had beenr
hands, and | found these plates, which contained this small accour

kKing Benjamin, of
delivered into my
t of the prophets,

from Jacob down to the reign of this king Benjamin, and also mar
Nephi.
4 And the things which are upon these plates pleasing me, because

y of the words of

of the prophecies

of the coming of Christ; and my fathers knowing that many of them have been fulfilled;
yea, and | also know that as many things as have been prophesied concerning us down
to this day have been fulfilled, and as many as go beyond this day must surely come to

pass —

5 Wherefore, | chose these things, to finish my record upon them, which remainder of
my record | shall take from the plates of Nephi; and | cannot write the hundredth part of

the things of my people.



Plates of Mormon

* Lost Manuscript

* Inserted directly
* Written In first-person

Large Plates of Nephi

24 Gold Plates of Ether

Brass Plates from Jerusalem
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BRIEF ANALYSIS
OF THE

BOOK OF MORMON

Three classes of Record Plates are indicated on the title-page of The
Book of Mormon, namely :

1. The Plates of Nepht, which, as the text of the Book makes clear,
were of two kinds—(a) the Larger Plates; (b) the Smaller
. Plates. The former were more particularly devoted to the sec-
ular history of the peoples concerned, while the latter were occu-

pied mostly by sacred records.

2. The Plates of Mormon, containing an abridgment from the Plates
of Nephi, made by Mormon, with many commentaries and a con-
tinuation of the history by himself, and with further additions
by Moroni, son of Mormon.

3. The Plates of Ether, containing a history of the Jaredites, which
account was abridged by Moroni, who inserted comments of his
own, and incorporated the record with the general history under
the title, Book of Ither.

To these may be added another set of plates, which are of frequent
mention in the Book of Mormon, namely :

4. The Brass Plates of Laban, brought by the people of Lehi from
Jerusalem, and containing Hebrew Scriptures and genealogies,
many extracts from which appear in the Nephite records.

The Book of Mormon comprises fifteen main parts or divisions, known,
with one exception, as books, each designated by the name of its principal
author. Of these, the first six books, namely, First Nephi, Second Nephi,
Jacob, Enos, Jarom, and Omni, are translations from the corresponding
sections of the Smaller Plates of Nephi. Between the books of Omni and
Mosiah, we find 7he Words of Mormon, connecting the record of Nephi, as
engraved on the Smaller Plates, with Mormon's abridgment of the Larger
Plates for the periods following. 7'he Words of Mormon constitute a brief
explanation of the preceding portions of the record, and a preface to the
parts following.

The body of the Book, from Mosiah to Mormon, chapter 7, inclusive,
is the translation of Mormon’s abridgment of the Plates of Nephi. The
latter part of the Book of Mormon, from the beginning of Mormon, chap-
ter 8, to the end of the volume, was engraved by Mormon’s son, Moroni,
who first proceeded to finish the record of his father’s life, and then made
an abridgment of the Jaredite record, as the Book of Iither. Later he
added the parts known to us as the Book of Moroni,

The period covered by Book of Mormon annals extends from B. C. 600
to A. D. 421. 1n or about the latter year, Moroni, the last of the Nephite
historians, sealed the sacred record, and hid it up unto the Lord, to be
brought forth in the latter days, as predicted by the voice of God through
his ancient prophets. In A. D. 1827, this same Moroni, then a resurrected
personage, delivered the engraved plates to Joseph Smith.




AN
BT

Yoagie |

& O Youlube




at

'mzs O‘f

THE COMING FOR

King JamesB
BYUTV.(



http://BYUTV.ORG

/'N /| \"&/‘(\‘ L/QC\')LIDNV

\ " -t ‘-‘\“ “"'O‘Q-N:\“\\\ss.....‘\
.’ , /

- -

LR ~-‘A“L§ L T .Q‘.

9'.9“ Jeoeb

{l “(v;:) C! b::

‘) - A-hl.ct













oseph |
. of the Prophet J
Ui Festimony ot t )
T’"@V FRop, - Brief Explanation .
Wheref : tions .
HISO Oft()Ie’ 1t js an aby; _ llustra
‘ IleLa b Idglhent :
hoy, Oflsrae1 amtes\wﬁtten tOf 1 Nephi
5 a 0 ;
Men ang als bIICIah to Jev, , 0 t eyt
SeaIed up, ang 1. lhe Splllt d ¢ 2N
Sean forg; by u];éd i Ungg g O Zé’f 1 Jacob
llg eld b,V the bandg(l)?]?{nd DQWGP of,Gl; Bitins
Or f?.n.ame by dy NF .4 OFOIH, and h;,
A%
» AY’Y\XX\::\
HE TESTIMON YOFT E g\
PROPHET JOSEpy SMITY
"

: : : of ¥
he onphet]osep th’s ' words dboyt the Oming forth of oo% AVe
Book of Mormgep “e% e’(\%".c\\ld N

“On the evemng Of the o i ty-f, of September [1 823] I betoo) Wa-l\ed ‘ﬂmtes Of,
YS€If to prg €r an UPDlicatjoy, to A Mighty, God. , com® The P N
“While | S thus i ¢pe aCt of ca; UPon Goq' ; discoyereg a light Vo qarel ors @

)eq ng in Iy room Which Lontinye Lo MNicregge until (p 00T Wy ma"t&te.ogfl/

ter than a noonday, When mediately L persp age ADpearaq at my tefgeo“‘d e
Side, Slanding in ¢ arr, for p feet diq N0t toycp the floq,. R}t \uae

eh 1 a lopge 1O0e of m XQuisite Whi €ness, 1¢ as a hitenes inc plates
“nd g, ge rithly p had ey, Len; nor do] belje Lany Carthly, The \arge
& could le to APpear ¢ (‘eedingly White ; Filliang. His 1. e i ond
Is were nag A0d his g, o also, a Ijrpje above the v : 30, also, e cOl Mot
€€t nakeq £Te his Jegy little apoye the ap ° head 554 SO
Were g]g e 1 coylg discoye that he hag ) Other - ‘hing ¢, but TW’“S
obe, a5 it Pcn, gq that j o SCC ingg bo 3 wa ed
T Only ‘as Obe ex €eding hite but hjg ole Person as ral Pl
us beyq 1ption nd hjs ¢ Untenanc " like lightnin ! . The *
0 Wy ngly lig 1, hy Ol 50 VETY hri 1L g5 immedialely

his Pcrs ! I fipse look On him, a afraiq. but the
on lefe
alleqd by nan »and sg Unto me tjrae o
€ Drese I Gog e 3927 oo
OrkK for N 1

~11 1.
troductio itnesses .
e ny of Three Witne
Testimo

, itnesses
my of Eight Wi
stimony of

Testimon




THE TESTIMONY OF THREE WITNESSES

e it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom

this work shall come: That we, through the grace of God the Father,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record,
which is a record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their
brethren, and also of the people of Jared, who came from the tower of
which hath been spoken. And we also know that they have been trans-
lated bv the gift and power of God, for his voice hath declared it unto us;
wherefore we know of a surety that the work is true. And we also testify
that we have seen the engravings which are upon the plates; and they
have been shown unto us by the power of God, and not of man. And we
declare with words of soberness, that an angel of God came down from
heaven, and he brought and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and
saw the plates, and the engravings thereon; and we know that it is by the
grace of God the Father, and our Lord lesus Christ, that we beheld and
bear record that these things are true. And it is marvelous in our eves.
Nevertheless, the voice of the Lord commmanded us that we should bear
record of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the commandments of God,
we bear testimony of these things. And we know that if we are faithful in
Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found
spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with him
eternally in the he.lvens And the hanor be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen.

OLIVER COWDERY
DAVID WHITMER
MARTIN HARRIS

THE TESTIMONY OF EIGHT WITNESSES

¢ it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongucs, and pcople, unto whom

this work shall come: That Joseph Smith, Jun., the translator of this
work, has shown unto us the plates of which hath been spoken, which
have the appearance of gold; and as many of the leaves as the said Smith
has translated we did handle with our hands; and we also saw the en-
gravings thereon, all of which has the appearance of ancient work, and
of curious workmanship. And this we bear record with words of sober-
ness, that the said Smith has shown unto us, for we have seen and hefted,
and know of a surety that the said Smith has got the plates of which we
have spoken. And we give our names unto the world, to witness unto the
world that which we have seen. And we lie not, God bearing witness of it.

11IRAM PAGE
JOSEPH SMITH, SEN.
HYRUM SMITH
SamurL H. SMrri

CHRISTIAN WHITMER
JACOB WHITMER
PETER WHITMER, JUN.
JonN WinrrMeR

2 Nephi 27:12

Wherefore, at that day when the book
shall be delivered unto the man of whom |
have spoken, the book shall be hid from
the eyes of the world, that the eyes of
none shall behold it save it be
that three withesses shall behold it, by the
power of God, besides him to whom the
book shall be delivered; and they shall
testify to the truth of the book and the
things therein.

A
&/fl

’ >




-~

OLIVER COWDERY DAVID WHITMER MARTIN HARRIS



On his death bed (1875), Harris said: "The
Book of Mormon is no fake. | know what |
know. | have seen what | have seen and | have
heard what | have heard. | have seen the gold
plates from which the Book of Mormon is
written. An angel appeared to me and others
and testified to the truthfulness of the record,
and had | been willing to have perjured myself
and sworn falsely to the testimony | now bear |
could have been a rich man, but | could not
have testified other than | have done and am
now doing for these things are true.”

Martin Harris on his death bed. Cited by George Godfrey, "Testimony of Martin
Harris," from an unpublished manuscript copy in the possession of his
descendants, quoted in Eldin Ricks, The Case of the Book of Mormon
Witnesses[Salt Lake City: Deseret News Press, 1971], 65-66.



"Jacob, | want you to remember what | say to
you. | am a dying man, and what would it profit
me to tell you a lie? | know," said he, "that this
Book of Mormon was translated by the gift and
power of God. My eyes saw, my ears heard,
and my understanding was touched, and |
know that whereof | testified is true. It was no
dream, no vain imagination of the mind—it was
real”

Jacob F. Gates in March 1912 Improvement Era publishes a recollection of his
father, Jacob Gates. Jacob Gates, Sr. met with Oliver Cowdery in 1849, and
Shares this testimony:



“It having been represented by one John Murphy, of Polo, Caldwell County,
Mo., that |, in a conversation with him last summer, denied my testimony
as one of the three witnhesses to the ‘Book of Mormon.’

“To the end, therefore, that he may understand me now, if he did not then;
and that the world may know the truth, | wish now, standing as it were, In
the very sunset of life, and in the fear of God, once for all to make this
public statement:

“That | have never at any time denied that testimony or any part thereof,
which has so long since been published with that Book, as one of the three
withesses. Those who know me best, well know that | have always
adhered to that testimony. And that no man may be misled or doubt my
present views in regard to the same, | do again affirm the truth of all my
statements, as then made and published.

“‘He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear’; it was no delusion! What is
written is written, and he that readeth let him understand.”

"David Whitmer Proclamation, 19 March 1881," quoted in Early Mormon Documents 5:69 - Quoted
in “True to the Book of Mormon— The Whitmers,” Ensign, Feb. 1989




Many Christians in Harris’s day believed it was dangerous
or impossible to witness the divine with the physical
senses. This belief was rooted in stories from the Bible. For
example, in the Old Testament, Israelites who peered into
the ark of the covenant without proper authorization were
destroyed. God’s presence was typically hidden behind a
vell or a cloud of smoke to shield the eyes of those who
were not spiritually prepared. One of Joseph Smith’s early
revelations affirmed similarly that humans cannot see God
with their “natural eyes” without being consumed. They
could, however, witness his glory with “spiritual eyes” if they
were changed or “quickened by the spirit of God.”

Ids.org - Church History Topics (Witnesses of the Book of Mormon)



http://lds.org

Martin Harris considered the witnesses’ experience with the angel and the
ancient record to be just such an encounter with the divine, similar to
Joseph Smith’s visions. Conscious of the stern warnings of scripture, he
often spoke of the inadequacy he felt at the time he withessed the plates.
Over the years, he employed a variety of phrases to describe his
extraordinary encounter. When pressed by various interviewers to clarify
whether he actually saw the plates, he spoke both of seeing them with “a
spiritual eye,” emphasizing the unusual and sacred quality of the
experience, and also with his physical senses. “As sure as you are standing
there and see me,” he insisted on one occasion, “just as sure did | see the
angel with the golden plates Iin his hand.” David Whitmer, similarly
described both the spiritual and physical dimensions of the withesses’
experience. “Of course we were In the spirit when we had the view, for no
man can behold the face of an angel, except in a spiritual view,” he
explained, adding, “but we were in the body also, and everything was as
natural to us, as it is at any time.”

Ids.org - Church History Topics (Witnesses of the Book of Mormon)
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< Church History

Tithing

Treasure Seeking

United Firm (“United Order”)

Vigilantism

Vision, The (D&C 76)

Wards and Stakes

Washing of Feet

Witnesses of the Book of Mormon

Word of Wisdom (D&C 89)

Young Women Organizations

Zion/New Jerusalem

Zion's Camp (Camp of Israel)

Witnhesses of the Book
of Mormon

'The first edition of the Book of Mormon featured two
testimonials: one written by a group of three witnesses and
another by a group of eight. Three witnesses (Oliver
Cowdery, David Whitmer, and Martin Harris) declared an
angel of God appeared to them and showed them the Book of
Mormon plates and they heard the voice of the Lord
pronounce that Joseph Smith’s translation had been
accomplished “by the gift and power of God.” This
experience took place in June 1829 near the home of Peter
Whitmer Sr. in Fayette, New York. An additional eight
witnesses (members of the Smith and Whitmer families)
declared that Joseph Smith himself showed them the plates
and allowed each to “heft” the ancient artifact and examine
its engravings. Several others had direct experiences with the
plates or otherwise witnessed Toseph Smith’s translation of



THE TESTIMONY OF THREE WITNESSES

e it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom

this work shall come: That we, through the grace of God the Father,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record,
which is a record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their
brethren, and also of the people of Jared, who came from the tower of
which hath been spoken. And we also know that they have been trans-
lated by the gift and power of God, for his voice hath declared it unto us;
wherefore we know of a surety that the Work 1s t | 1 we also testi
that we have seen the engravings which are upon the plates; and they
have been shown unto us by the p ower of (;od, and not of man. And we
declare with words of SO erness, hat an angel of Goc Lame f ownfrom
heaven and he brought and laid bel 2"
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orace o1 Lod the Facther, and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and
bear record that these thmgs are true. And it is marvelous in our eves.
Nevertheless, the voice of the Lord commanded us that we should bear
record of it; wHeTetore To BE ¢ C 0 the commandments of God,
we bear testlmony of these things. And we know that if we are faithful in
Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found
spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with him
eternally in the heavens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen.

OLIVER COWDERY
DAVID WHITMER
MARTIN HARRIS

THE TESTIMONY OF EIGHT WITNESSES
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we bear testimony of these things. And we know that if we are faithful in
Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found
spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with him
eternally in the heavens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen.

OLIVER COWDERY
DAVID WHITMER
MARTIN HARRIS

THE TESTIMONY OF EIGHT WITNESSES

e it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom
this work shall come: That Joseph Smith, Jun., the translator of this
work, has shown unto us the plates of which hath been spoken, which
have the appearance of gold; and as many of the leaves as the said Smith
has translated we d1d handle w1th our hands and we also saw the en-
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AVE SPOREH, AT We g1ve OUL NAMes Unto the world, to withess unto the

world that which we have seen. And we lie not, God bearmg witness of it.
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MONY OF EIGHT WITNESSES

ions, Kindreds, tongues, and people, unto whom
['hat Joseph Smith, Jun., the translator of this
e plates of which hath been spoken, which
; and as many of the leaves as the said Smith
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h has the appearance of ancient work, and
this we bear record with words of sober-
pown unto us, for we have seen and hefted,
aid Smith has got the plates of which we
>our names unto the world, to witness unto the
ave seen. And we lie not, God bearing witness of it.
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place where the plates were deposited, and that so clearly and distinctly
that I knew the place again when I visited it.

“After this communication, I saw the light in the room begin to gather
immediately around the person of him who had been speaking to me, and
it continued to do so, until the room was again left dark, except just around
him, when instantly 1 saw, as it were, a conduit open right up into
heaven, and he ascended until he entirely disappeared, and the room was
left as it had been before this heavenly light had made its appearance.

“I lay musing on the singularity of the scene, and marveling greatly
at what had been told to me by this extraordinary messenger; when, in
the midst of my meditation, I suddenly discovered that my room was again
beginning to get lighted, and in an instant, as it were, the same heavenly
messenger was again by my bedside.

“He commenced, and again related the very same things which he had
done at his first visit, without the least variation ; which having done, he
informed me of great judgments which were coming upon the earth, with
great desolations by famine, sword, and pestilence : and that these griey-
ous judgments would come on the earth in this generation. Having related
these things, he again ascended as he had done before.

“By this time, so deep were the impressions made on my mind, that
sleep had fled from my eyes, and I lay overwhelmed in astonishment at
what I had both seen and heard. But what was my surprise when again
I beheld the same messenger at my bedside, and heard him rehearse or re-
peat over again to me the same things as before; and added a caution to
me, telling me that Satan would try to tempt me (in consequence of the
indigent circumstances of my father's family), to get the plates for the
purpose of getting rich. This he forbade me, saying that I must have no
other object in view in getting the plates but to glorify God, and must not
be influenced by any other motive than that of building His kingdom ;
otherwise I could not get them.

“After this third visit, he again ascended into heaven as before, and I
was again left to ponder on the strangeness of what 1 had just experi-
enced; when almost immediately after the heavenly messenger had as-
cended from me the third time, the cock crowed, and I found that day was

appﬁ'oaching, so that our interviews must have occupied the whole of that
night.

"I shortly after arose from my bed, and, as usnal, went to the neces-
sary labors of the day; but, in attempting to work as at other times, I
found my strength so exhausted as to render me entirely unable. My
father, who was laboring along with me, discovered something to be wrong
with me, and told me to go home. I started with the intention of going
to the house ; but, in attempting to cross the fence out of the field where we
were, my strength entirely failed me, and I fell helpless on the ground, and
for a time was quite unconscious of anything,

“The first thing that I can recollect was a voice speaking unto me,
calling me by name. 1 looked up, and beheld the same messenger stand-
ing over my head, surrounded by light as before. He then again related unto
me all that he had related to me the previous night, and commanded me to
go to my father and tell him of the vision and commandments which I had
received. '

“I obeyed ; I returned to my father in the field, and rehearsed the whole
matter to him. He replied to me that it was of God, and told me to go
and do as commanded by the messenger. ' I left the field, and went to the
place where the messenger had told me the plates were deposited: and
owing to the distinctness of the vision which I had had concerning it, 1
knew the place the instant that I arrived there,




